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Academy  at  West  Point,  report  of  the  board  of  viaitora  to  the  Military. . . . . 

Academy,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  Naval ..,, 

Africa,  with  appendix,  maps,  and  sketches,  report  of  Commander  Lynch  of 
hia  mission  to.. ••. 

African  slave  trade,     f  See  Slave  trade.) 

Agents  appointed  by  tne  late  Secretary  of  the  Treaanrv,  from  September, 
1850,  to  March,  18S3,  list  of  confidential I 

A^cnlture,  &c.,  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  (part  2) 
relatixk^  to 

AlcatrazaBlsland.     (See  California.) 

Alexander**  report  in  relation  to  experiments,  &c.,  on  alimentary  sub- 
BtanceK,  Professor 

Alimentary  substances.     (See  Alexander.) 

Almanac,  report  of  Lieutenant  Davis  in  relation  to  the  American  Epheme- 
ris  and  Nautical • . . . 

America.     (See  Central  America.) 

American  securities.     (See  Securities.) 

Appropriations  for  the  Navy  Department,  viz:  Balances  of  appropriations 
on  July  1, 1853;  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  1852- '3;  repayments 
and  transfers  in  same  time  ;  amounts  applicable  to  the  service  of  the 
year  1852- '3 ;  amounts  drawn  by  requisitions  from  the  treasury  in  the 
same  period ;  and  the  balances  on  June  30,  1853  ;  with  such  sums 
specially  designated  as  have  been  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  state- 
ment of  the 

Appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Interior  Department  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1853,  report  of. 

Appropriations  for  the  War  Department,  report  in  relation  to 

Aqueduct  during  the  year  1853,  report  of  operations  in  relation  to  the 
Washington 

Arkansas  river.     (See  River.) 

Armories  and  of  the  number  of  arms,  &c..  made  thereat,  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1853,  statement  of  expenditures  at  the  National 

Armories  and  araenals  during  the  year  enoing  June  30,  1853,  statement  of 
the  principal  operations  at  the  United  States '. 

Armstrong,  report  in  relation  to  the  correspondence  with  the  government 
of  Portugal  relative  to  the  bng  General 

Army,  annual  report  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  United  States. . . . . . 

Army,  aonoal  report  of  the  quartermaster  general  of  the  United  States. . . . 

Army,  annual  report  of  the  paymaster  general  of  the  United  States 

Army,  annual  report  of  the  commissary  general  of  the  United  States 

Army,  annual  report  of  the  surgeon  general  of  the  United  States 

Army,  aonoal  report  of  the  chief  engineer  of  the  United  States 
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Army  and  to  the  •overal  miljlary  po»I«  during  tliP  year  ending  Juno  30, 
18j:I,  report  ol'ordaance  and  onlnaiiut  iitores  issuuil  lo  the 

AneiuilB  and  annori»  during  tlio  year  ending  June  3U,  1^53,  Blatemcnt  of 
tlic  girini^i|iBl  o|ienitions  of  tUe  Unitod  Stales 

Aiyliini  m  t)ie  Dihlrict  orCoIuinl>js,  report  of  Uie  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
in  rtlmioii  to  the  inanne 

Attorney  CSuneral  and  Secrelury  of  tlie  Tmotuiy  on  tiia  claim  of  the  execu- 
tor umephiniah  Kin^Bley,  deceased,  repurl  of  tlie. 

Attorney  Ucncml  of  the  United  Stales  lor  tlie  enlargement  and  1uadlt!l^a- 
tion  of  tlie  judicial  lyslem  of  tlie  United  StataB,  plan  proposed  by  Llie.. 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  Stales  luggeBting  mod ificatiotiB  in  the  man- 
ner of  conducting  the  legal  buBiness  nt  the  government,  report  of  the... 

Auditor  uf  tlie  troneury  for  the  Posl  Office  Department  for  the  Bscal  year 
ending  June  30,  mo4,  with  the  stBtislical  information  called  for  by 
Soiiute  rosolutiaaof  March  25,  185i!,  raport  of  the 

Aadllor  of  the  treasury  with  CDpiee  of  accounts  rendered  by  persona  charged 
wttli  llto  dieburacment  or  application  of  moneys,  be.,  for  tlie  benefit  of 
the  Indians  fur  tlie  year  ending  June  30,  11^52,  witli  a  lilt  of  the  nsines 
of  the  persona  to  whom  the  nine  has  been  delivered,  report  of  the  Se- 
cond  

Auditor  of  tlie  treasury  with  copies  of  such  accounts  as  hare  been  rendered 
by  persona  charged  with  the  dishureoment  or  application  of  moneys, 
guudK,  or  effects,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indiana  Irom  July  1,  lB5il,  tc 
June  'HI,  1:453,  inclusive,  with  tista  of  the  names  of  all  perBons  Id  whom 
gooda,  moneys,  or  efiecla  have  been  delivered  within  the  same  pe- 
riods, report  of  the  Second 

Austrian  Dutlioritios  at  Smyrna,  copies  of  communicationa  from  the  Ameri' 
can  Icj^tiou  at  Constantinople  respecting  the  seizure  of  Martin  Kosita 

B. 

Baltimore  harbor  In  ISU,  (parts  1,  S;)  statement  of  amounts  paid  to  the 
on-iicn  of  vesaels  sonic  in  defence  of. 

Beanforl,  North  Carolina,  report  in  relation  to  a  naval  depot  at 

Bedini  to  the  I'niled  State*,  correapondence  with  the  government  of  tlio 

Papiil  States,  in  relation  to  the  miuion  of  Archbishop  Gietano 

-Blake  to  remove  the  Indians  from  Florida,  report  in  relation  to  the  employ- 
ment of  Lutlicr 

Blake,  Into  agent  for  Iho  removal  of  the  Indians  from  Florida,  the  objects 
for  ivliich  eipended,  and  the  number  of  Indians  removed;  alalomDi  '  ' 
the  amount  of  money  received  and  ei ponded  by  Luther 

Bonds.     (Sec  frfurilin.) 

Boundary  tine  of  Iowa,  report  in  relation  to  the  northern 

Braziliari  guvprnmenl,  concerning  the  auizure  of  tlio  cargo  of  the  American 
ban|iie  "  GriSin,"  and  the  impriaonment  of  George  Marsdon,  a  citi- 
zen lif  the  United  States;  correspondence  with  the 

BraiDi  river.     (See  J{ii<ir. ) 

JJremen  of  Conrad  Schmidt,  and  at  Heidelbiirg  of  E.  Dana,  W,  B.  Dinglo, 
and  Dr.  Ilaniiay;  r«rrcepondence  in  relation  to  the  arreat  at 

Bureau  of  Ysrda  and  Docks,  recommending  the  sale  of  tlio  navy  yard 
lands  at  Brpohlyn  be  postponed,  report  of  the , 

Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  in  relation  to  the  floating  balanca  dock,  basin, 
and  railwaya  at  the  navy  yard,  Penaocola,  report  of  the 

C. 

California  battalion  while  engaged  in  the  public  oervice,  report  of  a  board 
of  uflicers  of  the  army  upun  cUiois  for  fundi  and  aubsiatenco  furnished 
FrAiiunt 's 

California,  report  relative  to  the  works  of  defence  now  in  progrsH  at  Fort 
Point  and  Alcatraua  Island 

California,  under  contracts  with  Indian  agenti  in  1851  :  earrespondcn 
fv.,  resnoctinc  clairnsof  persons  for  sarvicea  and  Bubsi»lenre  furiiiiihed 
the  Indiana  in! 

Cknil  icroBii  the  pcninaula  <-f  I'luiida,  preliminary  report  in  relation  to  the 
examinalinu  and  aurvev  of  a  route  (iir  a 

Chfritol  axleiMiMi,  rejratt  of*  Captain  Meige  on  the ., 


Cerwm,  report  of  Iho  Superinlendent  of  Iha 

Ceolrat  Aiuenca,  inrcniiutiDn  connniinicated  by  ll<e  PrcHiiicnt  of  tliel'i 
Sutea,  in  relnlian  to  qucttion*  betn ecn  Urest  Brilain  and  the  United 
Slata  innwpert  lo  I  lie  gcvernniiiDt  of. i 

rpntral  America,  correippondencB  witli  tho  diplomatic  igenta  oflheguvL- 
nipnt  or  Grtiit  Uritain  iu  rEUlion  to 

Qiief  ei)|(inMr'ii  dcpattmciit  of  the  army  ijuring  Ilio  year  li53,  annual 

port  of  tlio  0]ieralloiu  of  tbc i 

Cltrkj  and  oilier  pcnuna  employed  in  the  Stale   Deparlmcnt  during  i 

rear  l-!53,  Mateinenl  u(  the  nomber  anil  comnEfiiition  of. 

ClerLiiaiid  other  pcnoni  rmployed  in   the  War  Depiirtincnt,  otIiCT  111 

ollioGn  of  llie  army,  during  tlie  year  lS53i  [J:*!  ul*. 

Cml  fur  naTol  porpoaua  at  Key  West,  report  of  Coioniander  lltiilii!  in 

[alion  to  [9(Bbll(hin|r  b  depot  for 

Coasl  Survey,  &c.,  report  of  tlie  number,  names,  iiid  com|ie[irali<iri 

pppwn*  cmpiuyfd  in  tlic 

•"i -J-'  ".■'■■■,. 'J  .r;n,  I  I'  jurl  of  llie  SuperiulcndcD  I  of  tlio 


&mmi 


I  of  ihc  director  of  the  United  States  mint  at  Philadelphia 

e  fiiiencH  and  value  of  foreign ■ 

general  of  tho  army  during  the  year  1SJ3,  report  of  llio  opera- 


OfDoiMoner  of  tbe  General  Land  Office  of  the  operations  of  the  General 
Land  OBice  and  aubordinate  departments  during  the  vear  lc!53,  rejion 
of  the.      (Seo  tiiiof  aeeompan^inf;  docummff  nt  pact  8^-)., ........... 

CiiTaTnisioner  of  Indian  AUbIiv,  with  statements  of  the  operalioiiti  of  tliai 
»ran<-h  of  tlie  public  service  during  the  year  1853,  report  of  tlie 

(XnuniMnoncr  of  PenFiona  in  relation  to  revolutionary,  lialf-pay,  invalid, 
aii'l  nary  peniiona,  and  bounty  land,  annual  report  of  the 

Coiamianoner  of  Indian  Afl'^ira,  oaking  an  additional  np|>ro[>riBtion  Inr  [1il< 
general  incidental  cxpenaea  of  the  Indian  service  in  tliu  Torrilory  of 
New  Mexico,  letter  from  the  acting 

CiiiDniiiv Loner  cf  Patenta,  (part  1,)  relating  to  mechanical  inventions,  &c., 
annual  report  of  the , 

OnDmiiwoiier  of  Patents,  (part  9,)  relating  to  agriculture,  annual  report 

of  the 

Cuinioi»ioner  of  Indian  Aflaira,  recommending  certain  appropriations  for 
the  Indian  »!rviea,ruTnniiinicatioD  to  the  chairman  of  tlie  Commitlee 

on  Indian  Afliiini  from  the m 

Cundensers  lo  steaniship!i  lielonging  to  tlie  United  States,  ri-port  in  relation 

to  the  appliintion  of  freah-water 

Conlidenlial  aeents.     (See  .IrdnU.) 


ictf  under  author 


It  of. . 


r  Department  during  tho  yea 


(.'uiu,  and  of  the  seizure  i>f  his  property  by  the  Cuhan  aulhoritica.  Cur- 
r"pondence  in  relation  to  the  itnpri»onment  of  James  II.  West,  in  the 
i-laud  of. 
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liana,  W.  B.  Dingle,  i 
rorrej>ponden''n  in  n 

UcfeiK^  now  in  ]>ro2rea 
report  relative  the  v 


I   Dr.  Rnmaav.  citizcna  of  the  United  States,  I 

Linn  to  Uie  arrest  at  lleidleburg  of  R.  V 

it  Fort  Point  and  Alratraias  island,  California, 


b      tin   : 

'i     5U  I 


l)ii<lrii~t  of  fol'imhia,  report  in  relation  to  the  United  Statea  insane  haylum 


of  Columbia  for  tha  ve.ir  ending  December  31,  I&i3, 

of  the  hoard  of  in<pertora  of  the  penitentiary  for  the 

Dolphin,  to  ascertain  oroanio  currents,  now  routes,  ttx.;  report  with 
fu.,  of  tlie  cruise  of  Lieutenant  Samuel  Phillips  Lee,  coinniai 


Army  ai\6  \o  the  several  tnililarj  posts  during  tlie  yea,r  ending  June 
IBTi^,  repiirt  of  ordnance  and  ordnaiicu  atorea  iuuod  to  tlie 

Amnula  niid  unuories  during  the  year  coding  June  3U,  1053,  Btuteuierit  uf 
the  [irinr i)iat  upcmlionH  or  the  United  StaLoii 

A>yliini  inL'ie  Di^Lrirt  of  Coluinbii,  repurt  of  tlie  Secreluy  of  the  InlPrJur 
in  reliiliun  to  tho  insiine 

jitloTuij  Genoml  Hnd  SucreUry  of  the  Tronsury  on  tlie  claim  of  Iho  execu- 
tor of  Zcplitniah  Kingaley,  doRciosed,  report  of  tli« 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  Slulea  for  tlie  enlargement  ond  uiodilica- 
tion  of  tlie  judiL-ial  (yiitoni  of  the  L'aitod  Slates,  plan  proptwod  by  the. . 

Attorney  General  of  tlie  United  States  gugguating  mudili cations  in  the  man- 
ner of  conducting  tlie  legal  buBinosa  cit  the  govcrniQeol,  report  of  tlio... 

Auditor  of  tlie  Ircnsurr  for  the  Post  Oilice  UepHrtinent  for  the  iiscal  fear 
ending  June  31],  m54,  nith  the  itullBtical  inrormation  called  for  by 
Senate  roioliilion  of  March  25,  lS5i,  report  of  the 

Auditor  of  the  tresnir;  nilh  copiea  of  accounts  rendered  bypemiiifl  charged 
with  the  disbumoinout  or  applicatioo  of  maneys,  Jic.,  for  the  beuefit  of 
tiie  indiansfor  llio  year  euding  June  30,  Ii^a3,  with  a  lisl  of  the  nai 
of  the  persons  to  whom  the  *une  liaa  been  dolivored,  report  of  the 

Anditor  of  the  treasury  with  capiEs  of  socb  accounts  as  have  baon  rendered 
by  persons  charged  with  the  diiburaemont  or  application  of  moneys, 
eiiodx,  or  efter.li,  for  Iho  benelit  of  the  Indians  trom  July  t,  ISK3,  to 
June  3U,  ttJJiS,  incluiive,  with  lisUi  of  the  name*  of  all  penonsto  whom 
goods,  inoneya,  or  eflects  havo  been  delivered  within  the  same  -- 
riods,  report  of  tlie  Second. 

Austrian  aulharitiea  at  Smyrna,  copies  of  communicationa  from  the  Ami 
can  legatiou  at  Conatanlinople  respecting  the  seiiure  of  Martin  Kuszta 
by  the 

B. 

Baltimore  harbor  in  1S14,  (parts  1,  9;)  atatemen I  of  amounts  paid  to  the 

owni-rs  of  tenselB  sunk  in  defence  of. 

Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  rejiort  in  relation  to  a  naval  depot  at 

Bedini  to  the  L'nitod  Bletei,  correspondence  with  the  government  of  the 

Papal  Slates,  in  rela  I  ion  lo  the  mission  of  A  rcb  bishop  GieUiio 

-Blake  to  rcniDTB  the  Indians  from  Florida,  report  in  relation  to  the  employ- 

raeiil  of  I,ulher 

Blako,  hito  a«cnt  for  the  removal  of  the  Indiana  from  Florida,  the  ubjec 

for  wliich  expended,  and  the  number  of  Indians  removed;  statcmeiil  of 

the  amount  of  money  received  and  expended  by  Luther 

Bonds.     (Bea  Sfturilia.) 

Boundary  line  of  Iowa,  report  in  relation  to  tlie  northern 

Bnuilinn  frovemment,  conconiin^  the  seizure  of  the  naigp  of  the  Americi 

barque  "  GriBin,"  and  the  imprisonmenl  of  George  Maradon,  a  cit 

lenofthe  United  States;  corieapondence  with  the 

Braioa  river.    (SeeAlixr.) 

Bremen  of  Conrad  Schmidt,  and  at  Heidelburg  of  E.  Dana,  W.  B.  Dingle, 

and  Ur.  Ramsay;  currespondenco  in  relation  to  tlie  arrest  at 

Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  reconiinendiitg  the  sale  of  the  navy  yard 

lands  nl  Brootilyn  bo  postponed,  report  of  the 

Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  in  relation  to  the  Boating  balance  dock,  basin, 

and  rnilways  at  the  navy  yard,  Pensacola,  report  of  the 


California  battalion  while  engaged  in  the  public  service,  report  of  a  board 
of  uflicers  of  the  arm;  upon  claims  for  funds  and  subaistence  furnished 
Fremont's 

California,  report  relative  to  the  works  of  defence  now  in  progress  at  For 
Point  and  Alcatraus  Island 

California,  undor  rontncts  with  ludian  agents  in  18S1  ;  eorreapondenco, 
kr.,  rcspocting  claimsuf  persona  lor  services  and  subsisleDce  furiii!.heJ 
the  Indianiiu 

Caiu!  acrui*  the  pciiii»ula  iif  Florida,  protiininary  report  in  relation  In  the 
eiaminnlinn  and  survev  of  a  route  fur  a 

Ch^lo)  Mteniicin,  rc^Hjrt  of'Caj>tiiin  Meign  cm  the .. ,.....,,.,,.,., 


Cmimu,  report  of  the  Su[>rriiiCendont  or  the , 

CcDlnil  America,  inlanimliun  couirnuiii<:aled  by  tlic  Pre 
SUlet,  in  relotion  lu  ijuestiotu  between  Great  Uril 


of.. 


id  tlic  L'jiilcd 


^e  Willi  llio  diplonintic  t^iils  ortlicgovvm- 

mcril  of  Grcnl  lirilAin  in  relation  to 

tlief  engineer'*  dcpirtmeiit  of  tbe  ariny  during  Ibe  yusr  lf^33,  nnnuiil  ri 
port  of  the  oiieratio]        "  "'" 

ci.,K.„d  ■■  -  


r  prmiiia  eniployed  in  the  State  Departmenl  d 
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Coal  Tor  naral  pnmosca  at  Key  Weit,  report  of  Cuinmandcr  Elake  ii; 

lation  to  cuibliihing  a  depot  fiir 

QaM  Survey,  Ice.,  re|Hirt  of  the  mimber,  namea,  and  cunii>cnratia 


mployed  in  ibe. 

Coatt  Sjiirrey,  (m  quarto,)  report  of  the  SuperiDtendcnt  of  tho 

Cwles  of  Enrope,  report  on  the  different  penal 

Coin*,  report  of  Ihe  director  of  the  United  Statca  mini  at  Pliitadul|>li>a 

upon  tlie  Riicnen  and  value  of  foreign 

Com!ni«»ary  general  of  the  anny  during  llio  year  ll*53,  report  of  llio  operi- 

lion*  of  the 

ComDiaiUoner  of  the  General  Lund  OIHce  of  the  oprralionn  of  the  General 

Land  Office  and  Bubordinate  deparlments  during  llio  vcar  Ih-VI.  i^Lurt 

of  the.     (See  till  iif  att/napitnying  dccammli  at  pa^e  9^.). 
furiniisBioner  of  Indi        '"  ■ 


iteanpanying 
LfTain,  with 


i(p«c(«>.) 

of  the  opemtioiiH  of  Ihni 

185a,-     -  -■' 

revolutionary 


n  relation  to  revolutionary,  iialf-pay,  invalid, 

■III!  navy  peniiona,  and  bounty  laod,  annual  report  of  the 

Curomisiiioner  (if  Indian  Allairs,  Hiking  an  odditionnl  npprojiriation  for  tlie 
eeneral  incidental  o.ijMiiHes  ol  the  Indian  aervice  in  thu  'J'crrilory  of 
New  Meiii^D.  letter  tram  the  actin>: 

Cuiniiiimioner  of  Patentit,  (part  1,)  relating  to  mechanical  invcnlinns,  kc, 
annual  report  of  the 

Cammiwioiier  of  Patcnta,  (|iart  3,)  relating  to  ogriciiltiim,  nnnnal  rc]H>rt 
of  the _ 

Cummixtiuner  of  Indian  AtTaini,  racommending  certain  a ppropri nitons  frir 
the  Indian  mtrvico.  communication  to  (lie  chairman  of  the  Committee 
<m  Indian  Aflaira  from  the 

Cindenmn  to  tte-.imihipH  lielonjring  to  tiie  L'nited  matca,  n:port  in  retaliun 
to  the  applii-ntion  of  fresh -water. 

Contidential  ageiil*.     (See  .ieeitli.) 

r<Mitr.t<ta  'iiider  aatluirilv  ol  tlio  Wai 
■tatemeiitof..... 

C'utu,  and  of  tlic  seizure  of  liia  properly  by  t!ie  Cuban  Biitlioritiea. 
mpondence  in  relation  to  the  iin|>ri9onmenl  of  Jamo  11.  West,  i 
wland  of. 


>IVar  Depur 


A  diirind  the  year  IfiM, 


Dana,  W.  B.  Dingle,  ami  Dr.  Bnnwnj,  eitiienn  of  the  Tnited  Stali-s, 
rvrrenpondencn  in  rid.itiun  lo  the  arrent  at  Heidlehiirjf  of  K.  F 

Dpfeiire  now  in  ;>ro2re»  at  Furl  Point  and  Aloatrazoa  u^hind,  Califunna, 
re)>ort  rebilive  the  wiirli*  of 

Diii£te  and  othern  at  lleidlcburg,  rorreapondciicu  of  llio  lejration  of  tho 
l.'nilcd  dilate,!  at  Berlin,  with  Uie  minii'ler  of  the  Grand  Dnlie  of 
Baden,  in  relntioii  to  the  arrmt,  &c.,  of  W.  It 

Di^riil  of  rnliimbia,  re{Hirt  in  relation  to  tlic  Vnilcil  !juili!i  iiuanc  uayliim  i 

D.ntriot  of  roliimhta  for  the  ve:ir  ending  December  31.  IK>3>  annual  report  ] 
of  Ihe  h-nni  of  ir.<pei~tora  of  tbe  penilmtiary  liir  tlic 

l>olphin,  to  ascertnin  oceanir  curronta,  new  roiilea.  Ur.;  report  willi  chartu, 
&«.,  hT  tho  cruise  of  Lieutenant  Saniiiel  Phillipo  Lee,  commander  of 


Emigranli  from  foreign  countriei  to  the  United  Slatei,  coramuniniit 
fiom  the  British  miniBter  to  the  Secrelarj  of  State,  rel&live  lo 
healtti  on  Bhiuboard  of 

EmigmntB  to  Ltio  United  Slutea  by  sea,  corTeBpond<>nce  between  the  Bcitisli 
minister  ind  the  Secretaciea  of  State  and  Treuurj,  in  relilion  to  the 
expediency  of  further  meuurei  for  the  wfety,  eomlbrl,  and  healtli  of., 

£li{riDecrs'  department  of  the  umy  during  the  year  1S53,  annuBl  report  of 
chief 

Xngiaten'  deaurtment  of  tlie  army  during  the  year  1853,  annual  report 
of  the  operatiana  of  the  topographical.'. 

'Kigineeia,  in  relation  to  the  miliLiry  academy,  hurbera  and  riren,  supply 
of  water  to  Washington,  Georgetown,  Kc.,  compendium  of  the  report 
of  the  colonel  of 

Aigineera  for  1853,  with  eatiuiates,  annual  report  of  the  human  of  topo- 
graphical  

'Erpyi  Meteorolaelcal  ObeervationB  for  1853,  report  of  ProfeaBor 

SatimatcB  tor  the  Department  of  the  interior 

Eitimates  for  the  Department  of  die  General  Land  Office 

EalimntCB  for  roadg  in  Minnesota 

Eitimatei  for  river  improvementa 

£rtima(es  for  harbor  improvements 

£itimBlefl  fur  tlie   prosecution  of  certain  works  under  the  charge  of  the 

Bureau  of  I'upographical  Enginsera  during  the  year  ending  June  3D, 

1855 

liiUniateB  for  the  oflice  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  superintendent 

of  the  Nautical  Alrasnac 

EatimateB  for  the  Bur«au  of  Ordnance  ind  llydrocraphj,  inctudlng  Hydro- 

griphicnl  Office,  and  Naval  Obserralory,  uid  NavbI  Academy,, 

Brtiinatea  for  (he  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks 

SAimBtcB  for  the  Bureau  of  Conatruction,  Equipment,  and  Repair 

EsUmateB  for  the  Bureau  of  Frovisiou  and  Clothing 

Atimatca  for  the  Bureau  of  Medtcinn  and  Surgery 

fittimgles  for  the  Paymaster  and  Quartermaster'!  Departoienls  of  the 

Marine  Corps 

Ktimste  for  the  office  of  SecreUry  of  the  Navy  and  the  several  bureaus  of 

the  department 

Estimate  for  the  Southeast  Eiecutive  building 

EslimateB,  summary  and  general,  for  the  navy,  and  the  Bupport  thereof. . . 

Estimate  in  general  for  the  support  of  the  marine  corps 

Estimate  in  general  for  special  objects  under  the  Navy  Department 

European  penal  codex,  report  by  H.  S.  Sanford,  late  cliargf  d'afTaiios  at 

Paris,  on  tlie  dilferenl 

Expenditures  under  the  head  of  contingent  otpenseE,  as  settled  and  allowed 

by  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  during  the  year  ending  Jut 

30,  1653,  abstract  of 

Expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  Department  Tor  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jui 

30,  1853.  statement  of 

Expenditures  of  the  government  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1633,  and 

the  quarter  ending  September  30,  18^,  statement  of  receipts  and 

Expenditures  lor  the  contingent  purposes  of  the  State  Department  for  the 

fiscal  year  endiuff  June  30,  1853.  report  of 

Expenditures  under  tTie  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  S 

vey.  stotement  of. 

Xxpenditures  nt  the  national  armories,  with  the  number  of  anna,  be.,  mode 

thereat,  during  tho  year  ending  June  30,  1853,  statement  of  the 

Expenditures  for  contingent  purposes  of  the  military  establishment  for  the 

jeu  1S53,  statement  of. 

Xxponditures  of  the  marine  hospital  fund  for  (be  year  ending  June  30, 

1853,  statement  of  receipts  and 

Expenditures  for  tlio  Ira nsporlo lion  of  troops,  supplies,  and  munitions  for 

the  land  and  naval  furcci  in  the  Pacific  :  also  for  the  transportation  of 

the  mails  for  (he  Usl  three  years,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 


INDEX. 
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Ezpendittires  of  the  mint,  and  the  amount  received  at  the  mint  in  Phila- 
delphia, Sec.,  statements  of  the • ; • 

Szpenditares  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 

18S4,  sUtemento  of 

Exported  annually  from  1621  to  1853,  statement  of  the  aggregate  iralne  of 

breadstafi  and  provisions • 

Exported  annually  from  1821  to  1853,  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value 

of  tobacco  and  rice.. .  • ••• 

Exported  annually  from  1821  to  1853,  and  average  price  per  pound,  state- 
ment of  the  quantity  and  value  of  cotton. . ....••.. 


F. 

Palls  of  the  Ohio  river  at  Louisville,  examination,  survey,  and  report  on 
the  various  methods  devised  for  the  improvement  of  the • .  •  • 

Finances,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  state  of  the. 
(See  liai  of  papert  mceompanying  the  above,  at  page  24  thertqf,) 

Fisheries  on  the  northeastern  coast,  views  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  protection  of  the • < 

Florida  Indians.     (See  Blake,) 

Florida,  report  in  relation  to  Uie  improvement  of  the  bar  of  the  St.  John's 
river,  in .......•••..•. 

Foreign  mails.     (See  JIf aits.) 

Foreirn  coin.     (See  Coin.) 

Fort  rotnt.    (See  Caltfomia.) 

Fortifications,  fcc,  of  the  United  States,  with  estimates  for  repain,  &c., 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1855,  statement  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  several • • • 


Fortifications  at  the  Tortuffas  and  Key  West,  report  on  the  expediency  of 

r  tne 


promptly  completing 

Fourth  Auditor.     (See  ^uOUor.) 

France  since  the  revolution  of  1848,  report  of  H.  S.  Sanford,  late  Ameri- 
can charge  d'affaires  at  Paris,  on  the  administrative  changes  in 

FrCmont's  Oaiifomia  battalion.    (See  Cal\forma,) 

G. 

Georgetown  harbor,  S.  C,  and  the  Savannah  and  Brazos  rivers,  reports  in 
relation  to  the  survey  and  improvement  of. 

Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  information  communicated  by  the 
Preiident  of  the  United  States  respecting  the  adjustment  of  questions 
in  relation  to  Central  America,  between 

Great  Britain,  respecting  the  fisheries,  negotiations  respecting  an  adjust- 
ment with 

Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  government,  presentation  of  a  set  of 
works,  illustrative  of  the  London  exhibition  of  1851,  by  the  govern- 
ment of 

Greece,  communications  from  Mr.  Marsh,  American  minister  at  Constanti- 
nople, to  M^.  Webster,  Mr.  Everett,  and  Mr.  Marcy,  Secretaries  of 
State,  in  relation  to  the  difficulties  between  the  reverend  Mr.  King 
and  the  government  of. 

Greytown,  or  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua,  report  in  relation  to  the  bombard- 
ment of. 

Griffin,  and  the  imprisonment  of  George  Marsden,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  correspondence  with  the  government  of  Brazil  respecting  the 
seizure  of  the  American  barque.  •  •  •  • 


H. 

Harbor  and  river  improvements,  report  of  regulations  and  orders  repecting. 

Harbors  and  rivers,  compendium  of  report  of  Colonel  of  EIngineers  in  re- 
lation to 

Harbors,  &c.,  with  estimates,  on  Lakes  Champlain,  Ontario,  and  Erie,  re- 
port of  Major  TumbuU  on  progress  of  the  works  at  the 

Habors  and  rivers  during  the  year  1853,  report  of  the  work  done,  &c.,  on. . 

Harbors  and  western  rivers,  in  relation  to  tne  estimates  for  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1855,  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Engineers 
of  lake 
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Harbors  and  rivers,  report  in  relation  to  the  work  done  under  the  appro- 
priations of  1852,  ror  the  improvement  of  western 

Hajrti,  with  the  correspondence  of  the  special  agent  to  that  govermnent  in 
1849,  information  in  relation  to  tlie  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 

States  against • • . . . . 

Heidelbur^.     (See  E.  T.  Dana  and  others.) 

Hollius,  ot  the  ship  Cyane,  and  the  authorities  of  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua, 

correspondence  between  Captain I     4 

Hospitals,  report  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  marine |    3 

Hospitals,  report  on  the  condition  of  marine '■    3 

Hospital  fund  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1853,  statement  of  receipts  and  ; 

expenditures  of  the  marine 4 

Hospital  at  New  Orleans,  report  in  relation  to  tlie  repair  of  tlio  marine r . . .    12 
Hospitals  and  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  hospital  fund,  with  i 
the  sums  annually  appropriated  by  Congress  therefor,  report  in  rcla- 
tion  to  marine 12 


Immigrants  to  the  United  States  by  sea,  correspondence  between  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  the  British  minister,  and  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  expediency 
of  further  measures  for  the  safety,  liealth,  and  comfort  of. 

Imported  annually  from  1843  to  1853,  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value 
of  wines,  spirits,  &c 

Imported  during  the  years  1844,  1845,  1846,  1848,  1849,  1850,  1851,  1852, 
1853,  (afler  deducting  the  re-exportations,)  and  the  amount  of  duty 
which  accrued  on  each  during  the  same,  respectively,  statement  of 
woollens,  cottons,  hempen  goods,  iron,  and  manufactures  thereof, 
sugar,  hemp,  unmanufactured,  salt  and  coal 

Imported,  re-exported,  and  consumed  annually,  from  1821  to  1853,  inclu- 
sive ;  and  also  tlie  estimated  population  and  rate  of  consumption,  per 
capita,  during  the  same  period,  statement  of  the  value  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise  

Imports,  and  the  imports  consumed  in  the  United  States,  exclusive  of 
specie,  and  the  tonnage  employed  during  the  Kanie  periods,  statement 
of  the  total  value  of 

Indian  atfairs  during  the  year  1853,  statement  of  the  operations  of  the 

otlice  of 

(Sec  list  of  accompanying  documents  at  page  2G5.) 

Indian  hostilities  in  Oregon,  report  respecting 

Indians,  for  the  year  endingr  June  30,  1852,  report,  with  copietj  of  accounts 
rendered  by  persons  charged  with  the  disbursement  or  application  of 
moneys,  goods,  &.c. ,  for  the  benefit  of  the 

Indian  ser\'ice  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  letter  from  the  acting  com- 
missioner of  Indian  affairs,  asking  an  additional  appropriation  lor  the 
general  incidental  expenses  of  the 

Indian  service,  recommendation  by  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  of  certain  appropriations  for  the 

Indians  from  Florida,  the  objects  for  which  expended,  and  the  number  of 
Indians  removed,  statement  of  the  amount  of  money  received  and  ex- 
pended by  [juther  Blake,  late  agent  for  the  removal  of  the 

Indians  on  the  26th  October,  1832,  report  in  relation  to  the  fulfilment  of  a 
treaty  made  with  the  Pottawatomie 

Indians  in  California,  under  contracts  with  Indian  agents,  in  1851,  corres- 
pondence and  documents  respecting  the  claims  of  persons  for  services 
performed,  and  supplies  and  subsistence  furnished  to  the 

Insane  asylum.     (See  *isijlum.) 

Interior  in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the , 


1 


5 


I 


Interior,  communicating  a  statement  of  appropriations  for  tluj  Interior  De- 
partment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1853,  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the 

Interior,  communicating  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Census, 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

interior,  communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  northern  boundary 
line  of  the  State  ot  Iowa,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
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I  for  peruiona,  anil 
ndinff  that  the  &ct  of  (''ebnury  :i,  lrl5J,  to  cunttnuD  luir-pny 
L  wi£nvB  uid  orphaiu,  be  tmundcil,  report  of  the  Becie^iy 
af  tW 

Interior,  cummuuic&tiDg  i.  letter  froni  the  Acting  CommiuioDer  of  Indian 
Affuin,  ukjnz  an  additiDiu]  appropriation  Tor  the  gcnerBl  incideutnl 
expensn  of  tfie  Indian  Mrvice  in  the  Territory  orNew  Mexico,  report 
cf  the  Secretary  of  ttie 

lDl(ii<ir,  IranMnitling  a  CDinmunicatiDii  of  the  Commiieioncr  of  lodiui  Af- 
fair* lu  the  chairman  of  tho  Cammiltee  on  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Benalo, 
nrdninien ding,  with  hi(  concurrence  therein,  certain  appropriation! 
for  the  Indian  service,  communicalian  from  the  Secretary  of  thi? . 

IntcTiiir  in  relation  to  the  United  Stalei  Iiuane  Atylum  in  the  District  of 
Cotuuibia,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the ■ 

Inlcnur,  rummunicaling  a  statement  oflhe  amount  of  money  received  and 
eipendeJ  by  Lutlier  Blake,  tale  agent  fbr  tlio  removal  of  the  Indiiiiis 
fruui  FInrida,  the  object*  for  which  ejpendod,  and  the  Djmber  of  In- 
diuu  rpmoced,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  llie 

Uterior  in  relation  to  the  ciaminatian  and  moanuroment  of  the  inatorials 
and  work  fumiohed  by  contract  lor  the  I'atent  OlGce  building,  and  a 
dateuicnt  of  tiie  payments  made  under  tho  act  of  August,  IH53,  rc- 
pgrl  of  the  Secretary  of  the « 

iLlmur,  trannmitting  to  the  Preaident  the  report  of  the  invoBtigation  of 
tilt  charge*  of  fraud  and  ofiicial  misconduct  alleged  agaJDil  Aleiandpr 
Kunwy,  superintendent  of  Indian  aH'airs  in  Minnoaota,  report  of  the 
StcrelarroftliB 

lEltr!Or  in  relation  to  the  emplormenl  of  Luther  Blake  to  remove  the  Ici- 
aiana  from  Tlonda,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

laliriut  in  relation  to  the  fuUilment,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  ofthe 
■lipuUtione  of  a  treaty  mode  with  tlio  Puttaw atomies,  October  26, 
lfO-2,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

lanntione.     (See  Palmt  QSia.) 

inm,  report  in  relation  to  tlit  norlliom  boundary  line  of. -  ,  ...... 

Irun,  repoil  in  relation  \a  tlie  prices  of  various  kinds  of 

J, 

Judicial  syttcm  of  the  Tniled  States,  plan  proposed  by  the  Attorney  Gene- 
lal  for  tlie  enlargeuioiit  and  aiodinuation  of  th^ , 


Key  West,  report  of  Coliunandor  Blake,  relative  to  eitablisliing  a  depot 
fiir  coal  at. , , 

Kej  Wwl  and  the  Turliigas,  report  on  the  expediency  of  prompljy  com- 

plptini'  llie  fbrtrficatiuns  at 

King, 


d  the  Turliigas, 

le  fbrtiBcation*  ai 

1  to  difficulty  between  him  and  the  govemment  of  Greece; 
cvmmTuiications  Irom  Mr,  Manh,  the  American  minister  at  Constan- 
tinople, relating  to  the  case  of  the  reverend  Mr 

Rmgsley.  deceawd,  praying  payment  of  interest  on  his  claim,  arising  un- 
der treaty  with  Spain  of  1819,  report  on  the  petition  of  the  executui 

of  Zephaniah 

Konla  ;  correspondence  between  the  United  Stales  consul  at  Smyrna  and 
tlie  Annrrican  legation  at  Conslanlinople,  and  between  said  coniul  aiiii 

the  rnited  Sliite*  government  in  relation  to  Martin 

Konta,  an  Hungarian  refugee  and  inchoate  citizen  of  Uie  United  Stati'S: 
correspondence   in  rutalion  to  the  seizure  and  imprisonment,  bv  the 

Austrian  autliorities,  of  Martin 

Kcnla  Lj  tho  Aunlrion  authorities  at  Smyrna,  comimmicatione  from  the 
American  l^ation  at  Constantinople  respecting  the  tciiure  of  Martin. 


Lakes,  anninl  report  of  the  lurvev  of  the  north  and  northwestern 

Lakes  Chxmplain,  Ontario,  and  Lrie,  report  of  Major  TumbuU  of  the  pro 

glees  of  the  vsrioos  works  on.. 

]^n£,  annoal  report  of  the  Secreta^  of  the  Inierior  in  nUt'ion  Id  the 


\ 


Land  OfRce,  accompanying  tlie  report  of  the  Sectctsrv  of  the  Interior, 
reUliun  to  tlio  opomlioiu  of  tlie  General  Land  Omce  during  the  ye 
1853;  report  of  the  CommiMioner  of  the   General.     (See  icktdide  of 
aetaaifitn^iag  daciiHienli  nJ  fii%t  89.) 

Luidft  lo  the  nevenil  Statea  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  insane  personii, "  veto 
of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  make  a  grant  of  public 

Law,  deiigned  to  iiu{inrsedfl  all  eiiating  laws  on  tbe  subject,  and  \u  embnco 
all  needful  provisiona  for  regulnling  the  foreign  and  domestic  commerco 
of  the  United  Stato  in  American  and  foreign  Te8HlB,drafl  of  a  general 

Lm,  commander  of  the  United  Statea  lurvejing  brig  Dolphin,  under  act 
of  March  3,  1849,  for  testing  new  routei  and  per^cting  the  discoveries 
made  bv  Lieutenant  Maury:  report,  with  charts,  of  the  cmiaa  of  Lieu- 


M. 

Hail  Bteamers  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1S53, 

and  revenue  by  ocean 

Hails  by  ocean  steamers  to  foreign  countries,  report  in  relaUon  to  contracla 

for  the  trunsporlatioQ  of. 

Uaii  service  during  the  year  ending  Juno  30,  1853,  in  tbe  Mveral  States 

and  Terrilories,  tabular  atatemeDts  of 

Mails  by  States  and  Ternlories,  and  the  amount  of  postages  colloctod  in 

esch,  atatflmeut  of  the  transporlation  of  the.. 

Mall,  report  of  (lie  cBuses  of  (he  repeated  detention  of  the  northern 

Mail  between  certain  places  on  the  Mississippi   river,  under  act  of  August 


Udilfid  States  for  the  Iransj^iislion  of  Ihe 

Marine  hospitals.     (See  Hvipilala.) 

Marine  hospital  fund.     (See  Hoipilal.) 

Marsden,  a  cKiion  of  the  United  Stales,  correapondenco  with  the  Brarilian 
government  relating  to  the  leiiure  of  the  American  barque  Gri6ln, 
and  the  linpruionnient  of  George 

Mechanic  arts,  inventions,  kc.,  annual  report  of  the  CommiBsioner  of 
Patents  relating  to ^ 

Meteorological  observations,  by  ProfesslFEBpy,  report  of. 

Military  roads  in  Oregon,  instructions  respecting 

Mililar;  eatahlishment  for  tlie  year  1853,  atatement  of  contingent  eipensea 
of  the 

Military  asytum  in  (he  west,  repori  of  the  commissionen  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  dilferonl  sites  offered  for  a 

Militia  for  the  year  1B52,  rvport  of  the  apportionment  of  arms  (o  the 

Militia  of  all  tlie  States  and  Territories,  with  their  arms,  accoutrements, 
and  ammunition,  abstnct  of  the  retuma  of  the 

Mint  of  the  United  Stales  at  Philadelphia,  upon  tlie  fineness  and  value  of 


.        ,    .         arged   (o  depositors  for  refining,  and   other 

cnargca  since  March  3,  IB53,  statements  of  the  expenditures  at  the 

Mint  at  New  Orleans,  ropor(  of  the  preeent  coudition  of  Ihe  buiMIng  of 
the  United  States  branch... 


N. 

Nautical  .Almanac.     (See  ^tauauK.) 

Hatlonal  armories.     (See  Jlrmorits.) 

Kaval  Academy,  repor(  of  the  Secretatj  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  con- 
dition of  the 

IVavol  Academy,  repori  of  tbe  annual  board  of  examiner*  in  relation  (o  (he 
organ  iiad  on,  condition,  &c.,  of  the 

(Taval  Academy,  that  a  vessel  propelled  in  part  bj  steam  bo  used  asa  prac- 
tica  ship ;  and  report  of  the  commandant  of  in  tlie  lale  cruise  ol 
the  practice  ship.     Recommendation  of  the  board  of  eiamineri  ol 


Sinl  depot  kt  Newport,  Rbode  Iilnnd,  teporl  in  reUlion  to  the  eitabliih- 

NiTil  depot  tt  Bnufart.  North  Carolina,  report  in  relation  to  a 

ffaTj,  exhibiting  the  curidition  or  the  navj,  operotiooi  ornriTBl  wgiiiulroni 
with  Tiewi  relaling-  to  an  increase  of  the  naval  force,  il«  reorjfsniii 
tioD,  ind  a  modificalioa  of  the  Uwb  leguUting  it,  annual  report  of  the 

6«crelary  oFUii). 

(See  Jill  vfptpm  tetBrnptnyiiig  Ihe  abovi  if  pugt  330.) 

Htij  tinre  the  report  of  December  1,  1853,  lial  of  deaths,  reaignatious,  an 

Rarr,  commuDicating  the  report  of  the  cmiie,  with  charts,  &c.,  of  l.icul 
S.  P.  Lee,  CDiDmaniler  of  the  United  Slaloi  aurve;ing  brig  Dolphin 
under  the  act  of  Slarch  3.  ]tj49,  for  teating  new  ruule*,  teraperaturei 
ninenti,  tcr.,  report  of  the  Secretarj  of  the 

KaTj,  communicating  inlbrmation  from  Ihe  bureau  of  navy  Tarda  and 
docka,  in  relation  to  "the  floating  balance  dock,  baiin,  and  railwajh 
at  the  navy  yard,  PenaacoU,"  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Van  in  relation  to  the  establiahmeot  of  a  naval  depot  at  Newport,  Rliode 
If  land,  Kport  of  the  SDCretory  of  the 

Ravy  m  relation  to  Ilie  application  of  aurfaca  or  freah-water  condeiiai 

(teamahips  belonging  to  the  United  Slatea,  report  of  the  Secretiiry  of 
the 

Sary  in  relation  to  a  naval  depot  at  Beanfbrt,  North  Carolina,  report  of 
Um  SecreUry  of  the 

Hew  Orleaoa,  condition  of  the  building  of  the  Uoital  Stain  mint  i 
New  Orleans,  report  respecting  the  repair  of  ttie  marine  hoopital  a1 

Xtwport,  Rhode  Island,  report  in  relation  In  the  rslablialimont  ofa  navul 

Riongua,  comspondence  between  Giplain  Hollina,  of  Ihe  United  Stales 
>hip  Cyanc,  and  Ihe  authoritiei  of  Snn  Juan  de 

Ricaragua  or  Greytown,  by  Captain  Hollina,  report  in  relation  to  tlia  bom- 
ttardment  of. ,. , , ,, ,,,,■•  i.  ■■>, , 

Rippea,  copies  ofjapera  ind  vouohon  oti  file  in  the  War  Departmi 
relation  to  Ihe  claim  of  Daniel „ 

O. 

Ohio  river.     (See  Kirrr.) 

OnUunre  department  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1853,  report 

of  the  principal  operations  of  ihe 

Oregon,  report  rrapecting  Indian  hostilities  in . 
Ongon,  inatriictians  respecting  militarji  road  in 

P. 

PadSc  railroad.     (Bea  Railroad.) 

Pipal  State*  relative  to  the  miaaion  of  Archbiahop  Guclano  Bedini  lo  the 

United  States,  correspoiidonce  with  the  guvemmcnt  of  llie 

hieni  Office  building,  report  and  eiatnination  and  nieasursment  of  Iho 

materials  and  work  furnished  b;  cuntmct  for  the . 
ntiDla  (part  I)  relaling  lo  the  mechanic  i 

port  of  the  Commiaioner  of 

iWnts  (port  2)  relating  to  agricullure,  &c.,  armnal  report  of  the  Comi 

nymaMer  general's  department  of  Ihe  army  during  the  year  of  1B53, 

port  ofthe  operations  of  the 

hoal  codes  in  diflerent  countries  of  Europe,  aynoplical  hiatory  by  H,  S. 

Sanford,  lale  chargf  d'aRaires  at  Parif,  ofthe  lyittem  of... 
hninnila  of  Florida.     (See  Cinof.) 
hnitentiary  for  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  ibr  the  year  ending  December 

31,  1853,  annual  report  ofthe  board  of  in»peelora  of  the 

rawons  in  relilioo  to  revolutionary,  half-pavi  invalid,  and  navy  pension 

and  bonnty  lands,  annual  report  ofthe  Commiseionor  of. 

Fnaione,  and  recommendation  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  aniei 

Iheaet  of  IB53IO  continue  half-pay  to  certain  widows  and  orphan 

report  with  a  list  of  rejected  applications  for 

nibdelphia,  report  of  the  Poatmaiter  General  in  relation  to  propooiU  full- 

ohUnI  to  tum  fat  the  parcbate  of  a  tits  &r  a  pott  oMee  at 


jVol.JNo.  Page. 


Portiml,  relating  to  Iho  brig  Genera!  Armstrong,  report  in  relation  to  i 
tfio  corrcspuniience  with  tho  goTerniiiBQl  of ! 

Pogloges  and  rcveniio  by  ocean  mail  steamers,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  | 
June  30,  ]»53,  tabular  stulemcnts  of. 

PotUgea  collectwl  and  aniouiita  paid  Ibr  transportation  of  the  jnaiU  in  the 
acventl  States  und  Territuries,  statements  o( 

Postal  arra:i||^n!i-nts  between  liie  United  States  and  the  Wort  Indies,  ftc, 
in  concurrence  with  the  convention  with  Oreat  Britain,  report  of. . 

Postal  arran|[enipnls  between  the  United  States  and  the  west  coast  of 
Soutb  Aineiica,  report  of. 

Postal  arrs!i),renienl  Uetwoeu  tlie  United  States  and  Bremen,  report  of. I 

PoslmaHtor  General  for  the  jear  1853,  nnnnul  report  of  the I 

PiwtinaKler  neneral,  communicating  ttie  caUEes  of  liio  repealed  detention  i 
of  the  northern  mail,  report  of  the .| 

Postmaster  General  rcsnceting  the  measures  taken  to  estnblish  n  daily  mail  . 
between  rerlain  places  on  tho  Missimippi  river,  under  the  act  of  Au- 
gust, 1853,  report  of  the 

Poiitinasler  General,  communicating  a  rtatnment  of  tlie  annual  pay  uf  the 
■evoral  railroad  companies  in  the  Uuited  Stales  for  the  Ironspurlation  j 
of  themsilB,  report  of  the .■ 

Postmaster  General,  in  relation  to  proposals  submitted  to  him  for  the  pur-  | 
chase  of  a  site  for  n  post  oflice  in  Philadelphia,  report  of  tlie.  ' 

;nt  during  ''  "   ""  "  -    "■-     ' —  ""   *"-" 


le  3(1,  1853, 


Post  cflice  ii 


iladclphia,  proposals  submitted  to  the  Postmaster  Gencr 


for  the  I'urcha^  of  a  site  Rir  l 

Poet  Uflk'c  Ucpartinent  liir  tho  year  ending  Juno  30,  1853, 


Pottawatumies.    (See  /nflinti.) 

President  of  the  Uiiilod  SLitoson  the  sUte  of  the  Union,  (parts  1,2,  and  3, 

in  vols.  1,S,  3,J  message  from  the 

Presidnul  iif  tlie  United  Stales,  tmiismitting  a  report  of  the  correspondence 

relative  to  the  claim  on  the  govcmmonl  of  Portugal  in  Iho  euro  of  t1i9 

brig  Ociienil  Armstrong,  niemjage  from  the 

:j,_.  ..i- .!_  ri_-..j  o._.__ --jug  information  in  relation  to 


Pratident  of  the  United  States 
tlie  I 
C>ar 


th'e.  . 


President  uf  the  UnUod  Slntea.  communicating  infonnatinn  in  reb.tion  to 
the  cViinis  of  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  against  Ha^i,  wilh  the 
oorrespuiidence  of  the  special  agent  to  that  gijveriimenl  m  1849,  nios- 

Prcside'iit  uf  the  i'nhed  Slates,  com inunica ting  further  corrf!>i>oi>rlc>n>'u 
with  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  Cf*ntnil  America,  growing  out  of  the 
treaty  of  Washington  of  July  4,  lis.^r),  mcsKage  from  the 

Prcaideni  of  the  I'uiled  States,  communicating  a  copv  of  the  curresp.mi.- 
enco  wilh  (he  frovcmnient  of  the  Papal  States,  relative  to  the  ini.'o-ion 
of  Arcli'piiFhiip  Gaetano  Kedini  to  the  United  Stalea,  inessagc  uf  the . . . 

President  oftholJnitod  Slatc.n,  transmitting  a  sot  of  workii  illustrative  of 
the  exhibition  in  London  in  1851,  nresentcd  by  the  British  government 
to  the  govornment  of  tlie  United  States,  nicMige  from  the 

President  ul*  the  United  States,  communicating  a  ropy  of  the  eorres^iond- 
cnca  in  relation  to  the  repair  of  the  United  States  sleain-fyifate  Sos- 
tiuehniina  a  I  It  in  do  Janeiro,  message  tWim  the 

Preeident  of  llic  United  Stales,  communicating  copies  of  all  commnnica. 
lions  from  tlie  American  legation  at  ConslanlinoplD,  respecting  llio 
Hire  uf  Martin  Koszta  by  Austrian  authorities  at  Smyrna,  nicssngc 


n  thn 


President  of  tJiu  Iiniloil   Stales,  conniiuni eating  a.  plan  prupofo 

Attorney  General  for  the  enlargement  and  moditication  of  the  judicial 
sysli'in  uf  the  United  Stales,  message  from  tlie 

President  of  ihu  United  Stales,  communicating  the  annual  repntt  of  the 
Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Penitentiary  for  tlic  District  of  f^olunibia, 
lor  the  venr  ending  December  .^1,  IS.'i.?,  message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  Staled,  Iranamitting  a  copy  of  the  correspimdi 

in  relation  lo  the  imprisonment  of  James  H.  West 

Cuba,  message  from  the 


island  of 


Pmident  or  the  Uaited  States,  coiDmuiiicKllng  the  rormpoDilonce  Ewtween 
Mr.  Schenpk,  United  StutM  minister  at  Brniil,  and  the  Secretary  of 
Stale,  in  relatiun  to  tliB  Afrieui  slave  tnde,  tnPsHaKe  from  llie 

President  of  the  Unitpd  Slates,  cunimuni citing  the  torrespundence  betweei 
the  United  Stalea  cuneul  bI  Smjrna  and  the  Americaa  legation  a 
Comtantinople,  and  between  said  coosu!  and  the  United  SlAles  govern- 
meal,  iu  relation  to  Martin  Koezta,  mDssage  from  the 

Piasident  of  the  United  Sbitca,  communicating  a  report  of  tlie  Attorney 
General,  iiiggoating  raodificationi  in  the  manner  of  conducting  llie 
legal  bufirietn  of  the  ^vemment,  mesaage  from  tlic .i*,*.  >.*.< 

PnaidenI  of  the  I*nited  Status,  retumiug  to  the  Senate,  with  hii  ohjcctions, 
ttie  bill  entitled  "  An  act  making  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  the  several 
Stale*  fijr  the  benefit  of  Indigent  insane  pononi,"  meaiugu  from  the.. . 

Pnnitent  of  the  United  States  lebtive  to  the  ei|iBdi»ncf  of  further 
measures  for  tlie  safetj,  health,  and  comfort  □!  immigninta  (o  the 
United  i^tiites  by  sea,  mcwage  from  the 

Preridenl  of  the  United  States,  coininuniciiting  copies  of  tlio  correspond- 
ence in  relation  to  the  arrest  at  Bremen  of  Coonid  Schmidt,  and  at 
Heidelbrir^  of  E.  T.  Dana,  and  other  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  -, 
aba,  copie*  of  eurrcspoodence  willi  the  king  of  Prusain,  on  the  luh- 
jeet  of  reJigioiu  toleration,  mensgu  from  the „ 

Prmdent  of  the  United  Stales,  com  inn  nics  ting  Uie  report  of  an  inveati- 
ntion  of  the  charges  of  fi^ud  and  misconduct  in  ofllce,  alleged  agaiimt 
\leiander   Ranuej,  superintendent  of  Indian  afl'aiis,  message  from 

the 

Fiaiilcnt  of  the  United  State*,  communicating  a  letter  from  H.  S.  Qui 
Ibnl,  late  char^  dVilaires  at  Paris,  on  the  diflbrcnt  Kyatcmi  of  pent 
codes  in  Europe ;  also,  a  report  on  the  idiiiinintrative  changes  i 
Fiance  since  the  revolution  of  184c<,  message  from  tlie 

IWident  of  tlie  United  States,  communicaling  copies  of  the  currcspond- 
ence  belu'ecn  Mr.  Marsh,  the  American  minister  at  Cofistmlinoftle, 
and  the  ijecretariei  of  State,  Mr,  Webster,  Mr.  Everett,  and  >Ir. 
Marc;,  in  relation  to  difficulties  between  the  reverend  Mr.  King  and 
the  government  of  Greece,  me»age  from  tlie 

President  of  the  United  Slates,  communicating  copies  of  two  commun 
tions  Irom  her  Britannic  Majesty's  minister  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale, 
relative  to  the  health  on  sliipboard  of  emigrants  from  (brcigu  countries 
to  the  United  Statej,  mesuge  from  the 

Pmident  of  the  United  States,  communicating  inlbrmalion  rcspectinff  tin 
bombardment  of  Groylswn,  or  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua,  message fton 
the 

Pimdent  of  tlie  United  States,  communicating  information  concerning  on 
relations  with  Spain,  me«SBge  from  the 

Prandent  of  the  United  Stales,  communicating  correspondenec  and  docu 
menia  respecting  the  claims  of  persons  ftr  services  performed,  and 
sopplies  and  oubiistencd  furnished  to  the  Indians  in  Calitbrnia,  ui  ' 
contract  with  Indian  agents  in  1S5I ,  message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  copies  of  the  correspond-  I 
ence  between  Ferdinand  Coie,  late  chargf  d'affaires  of  the  United  1 
States  at  Brazil,  and  tlie  Braiilian  government,  concerning  the  sciiure 
of  the  car^  of  the  American  barque  *'  Griffin,"  and  the  imprison-  , 
ment  of  George  Maraden,  a  citiien  of  Uie  United  States,  niessago 
&om  the 

Printing,  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  public 

tVuHia,  on  tile  subject  of  religious  toleration,  correspondence  with  the 

Pablic  Lands.     (S^  Lmd>.) i 

Public  printing.    {See  Prinlinf.)  , 

Q.  1 

Quaitemiasler  npneral's  department  of  the  army  during  the  year  1853,  I 
report  of  the  oj.eralions  of  the , 

Quarterrn aster  Genemi'e  department  in  the  setllemeni  of  accounts,  report 
of  iDCouTeuieiiccs  arising  under  late  enaclmeuts  of  Qongreas  in  the, . . .] 


Railroul  roule  to  Ihe  T^ci^c,  instnictiona  for  a  survey  of  ■ i 

Railroad,  reporl  of  Col.  Long  in  refereace  to  the  Pacific 

Railroad  rrum  the  Mtmraippi  river  to  the  Pacific  ocoan,  roporlii  of  cngi- 
neera  of  riploratioDi  ot'  a,  route  tor  a 

Railroad  to  tlie  Pirilic  ocean,  report  by  Lieutenant  Williamson  of  hia  i 
veja  to  aacortaiii  a  practicable  route  for  a 

Railroad  compiniei  in  the  United  States  for  the  trans poitation  of  the 
miiils,  (taleiouiit  of  the  anaaal  psj  of  the  eevenil 

Ramsay  and  others,  at  Heidlrburg,  correipondeDce  in  relation  to  the  an 
iLC.,  of  Doctor , 

RaouBf ,  BUpeiinlendent  of  Indian  aflaira  in  Minueeots,  report  of  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  charges  of  fraud  and  official  misconduct  alleged  againit 
Alexander 

Receipts  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  &KaI  jear  ending  June  3U, 
ItfM,  aUtemonl  of. , 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  government  for  the  year  ending  June  3U, 
I U53,  stale  meat  of. 

Receipts  and  expenditarBa  of  the  goveminent  for  the  quarter  endinif  Sep- 

Roceipta  and  expenditures  nf  the  Marine  Hospital  fund  for  the  year  ending 

June  3U,  1854,  statement  of. 

Reeeipla  and  expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  < 

itjg  June  30,  1H55,  slatemeiits  of 

Religious  toleration,  correspondence  with  the  King  of  Prunia  on  the  sub- 

jort  of. 

Revenue  law  dtwinned  to  supersede  all  existing  laws  on  the  sulijecl,  &c., 

drallof  a  eeueral 

River  and  liarlMr  improToments,  report  rDapectiDe- 

River  and  iiarbur  improvements,  regulations  in  relation  to 

EUven,  rfpori  in  nilatioii  to  (he  improTement  of  the  we^lsrn, ,..<... 

River  at  iMuisrille.exnminaLion,  survey,  and  report  on  the  various  methods 
devised  for  the  improvement  of  the  falls  of  the  Ohio 

Rivers,  re[>urt4  willi  rslimitos  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  Ihs  Ohio, 
Miaaisoippi,  Miasouri,  Arkaneas,  and  Illinois 

Rivera  and  harborK  during  the  year  18Ij3,  report  of  work  done  on 

Rivers  and  lake  harbors  in  relation  to  the  estimates  for  the  tiscat  year 
ending  Juno  3tl,  IS  5,  abstract  of  the  procei>dings  of  the  hoard  of 

River,  report  of  Iha  Secretary  of  War  communicating  information  in  i 
tion  to  tlio  improvement  of  the  Arkaniaa 

Rivers  and  harlxira,  report  in  relation  to  the  work  done  under  the  apprO' 
prialions  uf  183'i,  for  the  improvement  of  the  western 

River  St.  Juiin,  Florida,  report  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  bar 

River  Braiua.  Texas,  and  the  surveys  of  Georgetown  harbor.  South  Diro- 
lina,  and  the  Savannah  river  from  Savannah  up  to  Augusta,  reports 
on  the  improvement  of  thi 

River  Savannah  up  lo  Augusta,  report  of  the  survey  of  the 

8. 

St.  John's  river.     (See  Rirrr.) 

Bait  and  Turk  'a  Island  salt,  in  the  cure  and  packing  of  proviaiona,  report 
of  the  exporimcnte  made  to  test  the  relative  efficacy  and  ueofulncse  of 
Onondago  solar 

Sanfonl,  late  charge'  d'nlTairH  at  Paris,  with  an  account  and  history  ofthe 
different  syateins  of  penal  codes  in  Europe  ;  alto,  o^  the  adminii 
live  charges  in  France  aince  the  revolution  of  1S48,  letter  from  II 

Ban  Francisco,  report  and  correspondence  in  relation  lo  the  wreck  of  the 

San  Juan  de  NicarBJ[ua.  (See  Jfiearagua.) 
Savannah  river.  (Soo  Rictr.) 
Schmidt,  and  at  Hridelbur);  of  E.  T.  Dana,  W.  B.  Dingle,  and  Doctor 
Ramsay,  correspondence  in  relation  lo  the  arrest  at  Bremen  of  Conrad . 
Bacond  Auditor  of  the  Treasury.  (See  Judiler  and  Trcanirs-) 
Secielarr  of  Sute.    (See  Stalt.) 
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Sabject, 


No. 


Pac«. 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    (See  Tnasury.) 

Secretary  of  the  Interior.     (See  inlertor.) 

Secretary  of  War.     (See  ITor.) 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.     (See  Aovy.) 

Securities  held  in  Earopet  and  other  foreign  countries,  June  30, 1853,  re- 
port, with  statements  of  the  amount  of  American 

Securities  of  the  United  States  redeemed  since  March  3,  1853,  statement 
€»f  the  amount  of  bonds  or  other • • 

Slave  trade,  correspondence  between  Mr.  Scbenck,  United  States  minister 
to  Brazil,  and  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Everett, 
in  relation  to  the  African • . . 

Spain,  information  communicated  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
cuncemiog  our  relations  with  the  ffovernment  of 

Squadrons,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  navy  in  relation  to  the  services 
of  the  naval ••... 

State  and  Mr.  Hulsemsn,  the  Austrian  chaiv^  d'affaires,  in  relation  to  the 
seizure  and  imprisonment  of  Martin  iCoszta  by  the  Austrian  govern- 
ment, correspondenoe  between  the  Secretary  ofC 

State,  ahowifag  the  disbursements  for  the  service  of  the  State  Department 
for  the  fiwal  year  ending  June  30,  1853,  report  of  the  Secretary  of. . . . 

Slate,  communicating  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  claim 
on  the  government  of  Portugal  relative  to  the  brig  General  Arm- 
strong, report  of  the  Secretary  of 

Slate  in  relation  to  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  Hayti, 
with  the  correspondence  of  the  special  agent  to  said  government  in 
1649,  report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

State  and  the  diplomatic  agents  of  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  Central 
America,  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 

Slate,  with  the  names  and  compensation  of  clerks  and  other  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  State  Department  during  the  year  1853,  report  of  the 
Secretary  of 

State,  transmitting  to  the  President  a  communication  from  H.  S.  Sanford, 
late  charge  d  Affaires  at  Paris,  on  the  different  systems  of  penal  codes 
in  Europe  ;  also  on  the  administrative  changes  in  France,  letter  of  tlie 
Secretary  of • 

Steamers  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1853,  statements  of  postages  re- 
ceived by  ocean  mail 

Steamer  San  Francisco,  report  of  Secretary  of  War,  with  information  in 
relation  to  the  wreck  of  the 

Steam  frigate  Susquehanna  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  correspondence  in  relation 
to  the  repair  of  the 

Steamships  belonging  to  the  United  States,  report  on  the  application  of 
surface  or  fresh  water  condensers  to • , 

Superintendent  of  the  coast  survey,  report  of  the 

Surgeon  General's  department  of  the  army  during  the  year  1853,  annual 
report  of  the  operations  of  the 

Survey  of  the  nortn  and  northwestern  lakes,  annual  report  of  the 

Sosquehanna.     (See  Stunn  Frigaie  Sutquehannti.) 

T. 

Topographical  engineers.    (See  Engineen,) 

Tortngas.     (See  Key  Wesi,) 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  with  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1853,  report  of  the. .. . 

Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1853,  with  statistical  information  called  for  by  Senate  resolution  of 
March  25,  1853,  report  of  the  Auditor  of  the 

Treasury  on  the  state  of  the  6nances,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the. 
(See  H$i  of  papers  accompanying  the  above  at  page  24  qfthe  same.) 

Treasury  showirg  the  number  and  names  of  persons  employed  in  the  coast 
survey,  and  weir  compensation,  with  a  statementof  expenditures  made 
under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent  thereof,  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the •• 

Tnasory,  communicating  a  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
marine  hospital  fhnd  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1853,  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the. • 
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Treoiur]',  witli  copiea  of  accounU  reodsred  by  persons  chnif^ed  with  the 
diiliurH'rnent  or  applicstlon  of  uioneys,  ^t.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  In- 
dians for  Ihc  year  1652,  report  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  tlie 

TrsuuTy  ID  relBUoD  to  amouata  puiil  to  Lha  ownera  of  certain  tobmIs  i\ 
for  tho  defenca  of  Ballimore  in  18H,  [parti  1  und  2,)  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Trouury  in  relation  to  the  pricea  of  varioua  kioda  of  iron,  report  of  Ihe 
H«ctetiry  of  the 

TreaauiT  in  relntion  to  the  amount  of  Americaii  securities  held  in  Europe 
and  utJier  foreign  countrisi  June  3U,  1853,  report  of  the  SecrelD.17  of 
the 

Treaaury,  commiinicating  a  report  of  the   director  of  the  United  Staloa 
mint  at  PhlLadelpliia  upon  the  Gooneas  and  Taloe  of  foreign  coins 
purl  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treaiory  in  relalion  to  the  amount  eipended  for  tlio  tranniortnlion  of 
troopa,  BUppliea,  and  niunitiona  fol  tlie  Innil  and   naral   lorcea  in  t' 
Pacific  :  alao  for  the  tranapoiiatioD  of  thoinaihifbr  the  last  three  yea 
report  of  Ihc  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  com munici ling  a  ilatement  of  tlie  amount  of  bonda  or  otiier  1 
curiliea  of  tlio  l/niled  SUtea  redeemed  aioeo  March  3,  1853,  report  of 
tile  Secretary  uf  tlie 

Treasury,  cuinmunicating  atatcments  of  the  eipenditores  of  the  mint,  and 
the  amount  received  at  the  mint  in  Philadetphia,  or  charged  to  depoai 
tor«  for  refining,  and  other  cborgea,  aince  March  3,  1853,  report  of  th 
SocretBry  of  the 

Treasury,  coinmunicaUng  information  respecting  the  preaent  condition  of 
the  building  of  the  United  States  branch  mint  at  Hew  Orleans,  repon 
of  the  Hecretnry  of  Ihe. 

Treaaury,  communicating  information  re«pecting  the  repair  of  the  marint 
hospital  at  New  Orleana,  report  of  tile  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  communicating  a  draft  of  a  general  revenue  law,  designed  tt 
Buperaodo  all  eiislinir  lawa  on  tlie  sUbjccl ;  wilh  pronisiona  for  regulat- 
ing the  larvLjTii  and  J^omeatic  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  Amer' 
can  and  I'ureiiin  veiwcls,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treaaory  in  r';latti>ii  lo  marine  hoapitala  and  the  collection  and  disbura 
raent  of  the  hospital  fund,  with  the  auma  annually  approprialcd  by 

Congreaa  therefor,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  and  llio  Atloraey  General  on  the  petition  of  Kingsley  B.  Gibba, 
executor  of  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  deceased,  praying  payment  of  inter- 
eit  on  Ilia  claim  arising  under  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  1S19,  report  of 

tlie  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  coinmuntrating  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  coast  ai 


I,  1833,  report  in  relation 


Veaeeh  sank  for  the  defence  of  the  harbor  of  Baltimore  in  1B14,  (parts  1, 
S,)  atalerapQt  ofaraounta  paid  to  the  ownera  of  certain 

Veto  of  the  bill  making  a  grant  of  public  latida  to  the  several  States  for  the 
benefit  of  indigent  insane  persons,  reasons  assigned  by  tbe  President  of 
the  Uuited  States  for  his B  I  56 


the  yi 


mber  of  a 


and  appendages  made  thereat,  during 
report  of  the  Secretary  of,. . 


"y'  „  ... 

War,  relative  to  Diperimonts  made  to  teat  the  rol  ^ 

nesB  of  the  Onondago  solar  salt  and  the  Turk 'a  ialaiid  salt, 

and  packin)[  of  provisions,  report  of  the  Sccretury  of [    i  [  lli 

War,  communicating  a  stolement  of  the  contingent  cipcnses  of  the 

taryeatiblishment  for  the  year  IS.W,  report  of  the  Soorelaiy  of I    4  !  17 
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Subjects 


Vol. 


No. 


Pt««. 


War,  oommonic&Ung  th«  reports  of  the  comniiflMonen  who  examined  the 
different  sites  for  a  military  asylum  in  the  west,  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  ..••••••««»•. • •• 

War,  eommonicaliiig  information  in  relation  to  the  wreck  of  the  steamer 
San  Francisco,  report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  eomraonicatini^  information  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War,  communicating  copies  of  all  reports  of  the  engineers  and  other  per- 
sons employed  to  explore  and  ascertain  the  most  practicable  and  eco- 
nomical route  for  a  railroad  frpm  the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,  report  of  the  Secretary  of. • 

War,  communicatinff  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of  all  the 
States  and  Territories,  with  their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammuni- 
tion, report  of  Secretary  of. ..  •  •  •  • • <..... 

War,  with  statements  of  contracts  made  under  the  authority  of  the  War 
Department  dnrinr  the  year  1853,  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of. 

War,  communicating  lists  of  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  the 
War  Department,  other  than  officers  of  the  army,  daring  the  year 
1853,  report  of  the  Secretary  of. .... • 

War,  communicating  the  report  of  a  board  of  officers  of  the  army,  appoint- 
ed to  examine  and  report  upon  claims  for  funds  advanced,  and  sub- 
sistence and  supplies  furnished  or  taken  for  the  use  of  Fremont's  Cali- 
fornia battalion,  while  engaged  in  the  public  service,  report  of  the 
Secretary  of «..•«., • 

War,  relative  to  the  works  of  defence  now  in  progress  at  Fort  Point  and 
Alcatraaas  island,  report  of  the  Secretary  of • . 

War,  in  relatien  to  the  work  done  under  the  appropriations  of  1852,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  western  rivers  and  harbors,  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of... • .«. 

War,  communicating  Lieutenant  Williamson's  report  of  his  survejrs  to 
ascertain  a  practicable  route  for  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  report 
of  the  Secretary  of » •.•••....• , 

War,  communicating  copies  of  all  papers  and  vouchers  on  file  in  his  de- 
partment in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Daniel  Nippes,  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of. 

War,  on  the  enediency  of  promptly  completing  the  fortifications  at  Tor- 
tngas  and  Key  West,  report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  bar  of  St.  John's  river,  Florida, 
report  of  the  Secretary  of • •••...••. 

War,  in  relation  to  the  examination  and  survey  of  the  route  for  a  canal 
acress  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  submitting  reports  of  Lieutenant  Stevens  and  Captain  Gilmer  on  the 
improvement  of  the  Brazos  river,  Texas,  and  the  surveys  of  George- 
town harbor.  South  Carolina,  and  the  Savannah  river  from  Savannah 
up  to  Au|pista,  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of 

War,  in  relation  to  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  War  Department, 
report  of  the  Secretary  of.. . • 

Washington  aoqueduct  daring  the  year  1853,  report  of  operations  in  regard 
to  the 

Water  to  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  report  approved  by 
the  President  of  the' United  States  and  Secretary  of  War  in  relation 
to  a  supply  of 

West  Indies,  &c.,  postal  arrangements  between  the  United  States  and  the. . 

West  Point  Academy,  report  of  the  board  of  visitors  to  the 

West,  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  imprison- 
ment of  James  H 

Western  rivers  and  harbbrs.     (See  Rivers  and  Harb<trs.) 

Williamson's  report  of  his  surveys  to  ascertain  a  practicable  route  for  a 
railnMd  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  Lieutenant • • 


Y. 

Taids  and  Docks,  recommending  that  the  sale  of  the  navy  yard  lands  at 
Brooklyn  be  postponed,  report  of  the  Bureau  of 

Yards  and  bocks,  in  relation  to  the  floating  balance-dock,  basin,  and  rail- 
ways at  the  navy  yard,  Pensacola,  report  of  the  Bureau  of. < 
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EXECUTIVE   DOCUMENTS, 

THE  SENATE  OF  THE   UNITED   STATES, 

FIRST  SESSION.  THIRTY-THIRD  OONORESS. 

1853-'54. 


Ootlie  lUtc  sf  Uie  UDioD,  (^rU  1,3,  tod  3,  io  Tab.  1,  3,  uuJ  3) 

(S«  Rrfvrttpf  Hi*it  ef  Dtparlaunli.,  t(t.,  tttmftuifiiif  Ikt  samu  laJtr 
their  tffTtfriale  ktadi.) 
Tnnmillipg  ■  report,  with  (he  taiTtfoadenet  nltiin  to  tha  ekimon 

lb«  piTeminent  of  Portofai  ia  the  cue  of  lite  brig  General  Am- 

CoBBiinioIin;  iofbrnutuiii  in  reUlian  lo  tlie  tnnartiona  bMwwn  Cap- 
tain Hollins,  ut  lbs  UdiUJ  Stales  ihip  Cjnne,  uid  tbe  tutluriliee  of 
Sui  Juan  de  Nicaragua _........_.... 

CsonDunicaling  infbmalwn  in  rclstion  to  the  cUinu  oTcitittna  of  tbe 
United  Statei  against  Havti,  with  the  comapoiideiiM  of  tint  apecial 
agvnt  Is  that  goiernmenl  in  IS49 

ComrDaolcatiag  further  conc^KiDdeiice  with  Great  Brilaio  id  relation  to 
Central  Aaerica,  growing  out  of  the  Irealf  of  Waihington  of  July  4, 
laso.. 


Tnusniittbig  a  Rt  of  vorfci  illnaltaliTe  of  the  eihibitiaa  in  London  ii 
1^1,  pre*enled  b;  the  Brilith  govemmenl  to  tbe  gorernraral  of  tbe 
I'niteJautw. _ 

ComnuDicatiiW  a  Copj  of  ibo  comipandence  in'  relation  to  the  repair 
the  rDilMTStaUa  fiuite  Buaquebanna  at  Rio  de  Janeiro 

Comiannieating  oopiei  of  all  eonnaanicatioDi  fW>ai  the  American  legatH 
at  Conatanlinople,  reiprcting  the  feiiure  of  Martin   Konta  bj  Aiu- 
iriaa  aDtboritiM  at  anajiaa ,.....„.. 

Commanicating  ■  plan  wopond  bj  the  Attomej  General  for  Ibo  enlaige- 
ment  and  modiSeatitin  of  the  judirial  n-Mem  of  tho  lltiilad  State*.. 

Coaiinuni<3tinf  Ihe  annual  report  of  the  board  of  inepeetora  of  Ihe  pel 
tentiarr  for  Ihe  ENitrict  of  Coluinbia  tor  tbe  vearendinc  December 
31,1663 .: 

TrasamittiDg  a  <«py  of  the  oorraapoadence  in  relation  to  the  impriaoDinent 
of  Janea  H.  Weit  inlhe  blaiul  of  Cuba 

Comuiiniicating  the  correaaoDdence  between  Mr.  Sclwiicli,  United  State* 
■ainiiter  ai  Biaiil,  and  Iho  Secretaty  of  State,  in  relatioB  to  tbe  African 
■h*e  trade _... 

Caauaaiiicatitig  the  ooneapondence  between  the  United  Statea  connl  a 
BuniuaaiMl  the  American  legation  at  Constantinople,  and  between 
■■id  eooaol  and  tbe   United  States  fovm-aiaaol,  in  re/alion  to  Martin 


Subject, 

OE  DHiTED  BTtTEi— dtntinaed. 

CommunicatLng  a  report  of  (he  Attorney  General  raggeitmg  raDdi&catioiB 
in  the  mannrir  of  conductiDg  the  leenl  bucinos  ol  the  KOTerntmiil 

Ketuming  to  the  Senate,  with  hii  objections,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
making  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  tlie  aeveraJ  Slates  fof  the  benefit  of 
indigent  irwine  peraonn" ■ ■  ■>. 

Relative  lotlieejpodiency  of  further  meaiurei  fw  the  njely,  health,  and 
contrortorimniigranta  to  the  United  Slates  b;  sea 

Communicating  copies  of  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  arrest,  al 
Bremen,  of  Conrad  Schmidt,  and  al  Heidelburg,  of  E.  T.  Dana,  and 
other  citizens  of  the  United  States  ;  also  copies  of  corroepondence  with 
the  Kine  of  Prussia  on  Uic  subject  of  religious  toleration < 

Communiculing  the  report  of  an  inieslieation  of  the  eharges  of  fraud  and 
misconduct  in  ofGco  alleged  against  Alexander  Ksjnsej,  superintendent 
of  Indian  afiairs 

Commiinicalirig  a  letter  from  II,  S,  Sanlord,  late  diargf  d 'affaires  at  Pari), 
on  the  dil^rent  systems  of  penal  codes  in  Europe  ;  also  a  report  on 
the  administrative  clianees  in  France  since  the  revolution  of  ltJ48 

Communicating  copies  of  the  correspond enee  belween  Mr.  Marsh,  the 
American  mini»ler  at  Constantinople,  and  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Kveretl,  and  Mr,  Marcy,  in  relation  to  difficulties 
between  the  Rev.  Mr.  King  and  the  govermnenl  of  Greece 

Co  nun  u  mealing  copies  of  two  communications  from  tier  Britannic  majesty's 
minister  to  tlie  Secretary  of  SUto.  relative  to  the  hoolth  on  ship-board 
of  emigrants  from  toreign  countries  to  (he  United  Stales 

Communicating  information  respecting  the  bombardment  of  Greytown,  or 
San  Juan  de  Nicarapia - 

Communicatiog  information  concerning  our  relations  with  Spsin 

Communicating  con-Espoodcnce  sod  documonls  respecting  the  claims  of 
psrsoni  for  services  perfonned,  and  supplies  and  mbNslence  furnished 
to  llie  IndisQi  in  California  tinder  conlracta  witli  Indtan  annls  in 
1851 

Communicating  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  Ferdinand  Coxe, 
late  charge  d'aflajrea  of  tlie  United  States  at  Braiil  and  the  Braiilian 
eoveminenl,  concerning  the  seizure  of  the  cargo  of  the  American 
barque  "  Grifiin,"  and  the  imprisonment  of  George  Mamden,  a  citi- 
len  of  tho  United  States 

TranJirailting  a  set  of  works  illuslntlive  of  the  eihibilion  in  London  in 
IBjl,  prGBented  by  the  Briliah  government  to  that  of  the  United  Stataa. 

DEPARTMENTS. 


Carreaponden 


8     ^ 

8  I  56 


Bhowing  the  disbursements  for  the  service  of  the  State  Department  lor  the 
fiaeal  year  ending  Juno  30,  J853 , 

Communicating  a  copy  of  tbe  correspondence  in  relation  to  (he  claim  of  the 
Eovernmeiit  of  Portugal  relative  to  tho  brig  General  Armstrong , 

Id  relation  tu  claims  of  citiiens  of  the  United  Sutes  against  tile  goVFm- 
it  of  Haytl,  ivith  (be  correspondeiics  of  the  special  agent  of  said  go- 


it  Britain  in  relalio: 


"1 


>n  of  clerks  and  otlier  persons  employ-  j 


ji  from  H.  S.  Sinlbrd.  late  charge  d'afbir»  I 

1  Paris,  on  the  dilferent  penal  code  eystoms  in  Europe ;  also  on  lite  i 
""""""•  ■'■"■"-e  changes  in  France I 


r  Tnt  THKAiOKi — CnntiDued. 

Sbowtnsr  the  number  ■nd  namea  of  pencns  emiilojed  in  tbe  cout  mrvey, 
sod  t!ieir  coinpeiuition,  with  i  ■utemsnt  of  eipoDditura  raade  under 
the  direction  of  Die  luperinteDdeal  therecf. 

CmaiDUniuBline  >  BUlemeiil  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  them 
mul  fund  for  the  ytiiir  endiog  June  30,  1853 

ffith  copies  uf  accounli  renderul  b;  person*  charged  wilh  tLs  diiburae- 
lunit  or  ipplicition  of  moneyi,  &.C.,  fur  the  benefit  of  the  [ndiuu  for 
iheye-r  loH 

la  relation  to  unonnts  paid  tu  the  ownen  of  certain  veaaeli  (unk  for  the 
defence  of  Baltimore  io  tdU,  (parU  1  and  S) 

Jn  relilioD  to  the  prices  of  rarioiD  kinds  of  iron 

Id  Rlation  to  the  amount  of  American  securitiea  held  in  Europe  and  other 
foreign  cotinltiiM  June  30,  1853 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  director  of  the  Uailad  Btatet  mint  at  Pbila- 
dclphia,  upon  the  finenesa  and  value  of  foreign  coins 

la  reblion  to  the  amounl  expended  for  the  'transportation  of  Iroojis,  si 
plio',  and  miiuiliona  for  the  land  and  navat  forces  in  the  Pacific  ;  a 
Kir  the  trancportalion  of  the  miili  for  the  last  three  jcan 

CoininuntcBling  a  etatemenl  nf  the  amount  of  bonds  or  other  securities  of 
the  United  Suiei  redpemed  since  March  3,  IB53 ■ 

CtKDmunicating  slatementaof  the  expenditures  of  the  mint,  and  theamoun 
rHeiTed  al  the  miut  in  Fbiladclphis,  or  charged  to  depoaitors  for  n 

fining,  and  other  charges,  since  March  3,  1653 

Communicating  information  reipecting'  the  present  condition  of  the  build- 
ing of  tlieUniled  States  branch  mint  at  Neir  Orleans 

CoatDiunicatinir  information  respecting  tlie  repair  of  the  marine  hoapital  al 

CofDmunicating  a  dnill  of  a  general  revenue  law  designed  to  lupenede  all 
fiialing  laws  on  the  subject ;  with  proTisions  for  regulating  the  foreign 
iiid  doidestic  comiuercc  of  the  United  Statei  in  American  and  foreign 

la  relation  to  marine  hoapitab,  and  the  colleclion  an  1  diabunement  of  the 
hocpitat  liind,  with  the  sum*  annuallj  appropriated  b;  Congrea  there- 
in ronjanclicin  with  the  AttonieT  General  on  the  petition  of  Kingcley  B. 
Gibbs,  executor  ofZcphani&n  Kingalej',  (loceased,  prajing  payme-'  -** 
interest  on  his  claim  nrisinff  under  tho  treaty  with  Spain  of  1819.. 
Coin  raiuiiea  ling  the  report  of  the  auperinlendent  of  the  coast  survey.. 

In  rrialion  to  the  public  lands 

Communicaling  a  aljtemBnl  of  appropriations  for  the  Interior  Department 

for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1853 

Coininunicating  a  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Cenaua 

Communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  northern  boundary  lim 

the  Slate  of  Iowa 

Qnnm II ni eating  a  list  of  rejected  applications  for  pensions,  and   reel 

m<:adinp  tliat  tlie  act  of  February  3,  1853,  to  continue  half-pay  to 

Cmmiiiiicating  a  letter  from  llie  Bctiog  Conuniasioner  of  Indian  Afiairs, 
asking  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  general  incidcntiil  expenses 
of  the  Indian  service  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico 

Transmitting  a  communication  from  tho  Commiisioner  of  Indian  Alfairs 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  recom- 
meoding  certain  appropriations  <br  the  Indian  service,  and  expressing 

til  relation  to  the  United  Slates  Insane  Asylum  in  the  District  of  Columb 
Cummunidting  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  money  received  and  e 
pended  by  Luther  Blake,  late  a^nl  for  tho  removal  of  the  Indiai 
from  Florida,  the  objocu   Itir  which  expended,  and  the  number  of 

Indians  removed 

In  relation  to  the  examination  and  measurement  of  the  matenata  and  work 
funiialied  aod  done  under  contract  for  the  Patent  Office  building,  and 
'    '   '  Is  made  under  the  act  of  August,  1553., 


THE  iMTEHiDB — Continned. 

TVwnmitting  the  report  of  the  iiiTeiti^tlon  of  tbe  clinrgei  of  fniid  snd 
miaCDnduct  alleged  agatiwl  Aleiander  Rxraaej,  auperinlendent  of 
Indian  atFiin  in  Minneaota 

In  relation  to  the  emptoyment  of  Luther  Blake,  to  remove  the  Indloni 
from  Florida 

In  relation  lo  the  fulftlmcnt,  on  I'le  cart  of  Ihp  eovcrnment,  of  the  trenty 
BtipulstLoni  of  a  treaty  made  with  the  PotUwatomLeB  October  6,  1833 


EKhibitingr  the  openlloni  of  the  War  Department  during  the  yeir  1SS3. . 

{See  Jill  0/  nccDOijianiiiiig-  dotumtnli  at  pagi  3*  qf  tht  abort.) 
Communicnting  a  Watrmf   "     "" ''       "     -'■■---     ■  ■•     -  ■■  -    • 

with  the  number  of  ai 

ending  June  30,  IW3 

Relative  to  experiments  made  to  teat  the  relative  effimcj  and  uaeflilncra  ol 

the  Onondaga  lolar  ult,  and  the  Turk's  lahind  aalt,  in  the  cure  and 

packing  of  provJBiani 

Communicating  a  atilcmenl  of  the  coDlingcnl  DXpenies  of  the  military 

eiiUibli*)iinent  for  Ihe  year  1S53 

Communicating  the  reports  of  the  commiaeionen  who  examined  the  diSVr- 

enl  sites  for  a  mihiary  asylmn  in  the  west ' 

CommunicstiDf  intbmiBtioD  id  respect  to  the  wreck  of  the  steamer  San 


a  relation  to  the  improvement  oT  the  Arkan-  | 

Communicating  copies  of  alt  rrporta  of  the  engineers  and  other  persons  i 
employed  to  explore  and  ascertain  the  most  practicablD  and  economi-  j 
cal  route  for  a  railroad  from  the  Miasiasippi  river  lo  the  Pacific  ocean.  ^ 

Communicating  sn  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of  all  the  States 
and  Territories,  with  their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammanition 

With  ilDtemcnts  of  contracts  made  under  the  authority  of  the  War  De- 
pirlmenl  during  the  year  1853 

Communicating  lists  of  clerks  and  other  personn  employed  in  the  War  De- 
partment, other  than  officers  of  (he  "niv,  during  the  year  1853 

Communicating  the  report  of  a  board  of  officers  of  the  army  appointed  to 
eiamine  and  report  upon  claims  for  fliods  advanced,  and  lubmslence 
and  supplies  furnished  or  taken  for  the  use  of  Fremont's  California 
battalion  while  engaged  in  the  public  service 

Relative  to  the  works  of  defence  now  in  progress  at  Fort  Point  and  Alca-  j 

In  relation  to  the  work  done  onder  the  approprialJonB  of  1853  fur  the  im-  I 
provemeni  of  western  rivers  and  harbors ' 

Communicating  Lieutenant  Williamson's  report  of  his  surveys  to  ascertain  j 
a  practicable  route  for  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific  ocean 1 

Communicating  copies  of  all  papers  and  voucbem  on  file  in  his  department  ] 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Daniel  Nippes ! 

On  the  eipediencj  of  promptly  completing  the  fortifications  at  Torlugas  '. 
and  Key  Weet ' 

tu  relation  lo  the  improvemeot  of  the  bar  of  the  St.  John's  river,  Florida. . 

In  relation  to  the  elimination  and  survey  of  the  route  for  a  canal  across 
the  peninsula  of  Florida 

Submitting  reports  of  Lieutenant  Stevens  and  Captain  Gilmer  on  the  im- 
provement of  the  Braios  river,  Texas,  aod  the  surveys  of  Ceorvetown 
harbor.  South  Carolina,  and  the  Savannah  river  trom  Savannah  up  to 
Augusta 

Communicatinc:  stalements  of  appropriations  for  the  War  Department  Ibr 


13  '  79  ; 

I 
12  ;  83 


immunicatinc:  statements  of  appropriati 
the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  IS53 . . 


with  views  relatir«  to  an  increase  of  Ute  naval  force,  i 

niiation,  and  a  modi^ation  of  the  laws  regulating  it ,. 

(See  liM  0/  paprn  aecompani/irg  iht  abort  at  fogt  330.) 


■iroBii  or  TDK  aECKETiBY  OF  TUE  HATT — Continued. 

CmnninDiraluig  ■  ivpoit  of  lin  cruite,  with  charti,  kc.,  of  Lieutenant  S. 
P.  t.ee,  cumiD&nder  of  tho  United  State*  tatieying  brig  "  Dolphin," 
undrt  the  act  of  March  3,  1849,  for  (eating  new  roulea,  temperaturei, 
omnic  enrrents,  Slc 

Cuunun  lea  ling  informntiDD  from  the  Bureau  of  NaT]'  Taids  and  Dodia  in 
nlalioD  to  "  Ibe  floslin^  balance-dock,  bum,  and  nilwaja  at  Uie 
n»j  rard,  Feiuacola  " ■ 

bnlaliaa  la  tlie  ealdblisliment  of  n  naval  depot  at  Newport,  Rhode  Ubiiid. 

bnlation  to  tlie  appltcation  of  aurlace  or  freib-water  condenaen  to  ste'' 

•hipe  brlonpng  lo  lite  United  SUtea 

._,..    _ .  , at  Beaufort,  North  Carolina 


bnUtiun  lo  a  n< 


(htbeoperstioDaDflhe  Poet  OIGce  Department  during  the  jear  1S53 

CuomuBicating  llie  cauaca  id'  the  repeated  detention  ol  Ihe  northern  mail . . 
Bopecling  Uie  meaauroa  laken  to  ealabliah  a  dailv  mail  between  certain 

pUcea  on  the  Mmiasippi  rWer,  under  the  art  of  Auguat,  ]l<52 

Cmmunieatini!  a  etalenieiit  of  the  annual  paj  of  the  Mneral  railroad  ra 

paniBa  for  Ihe  tranacoitation  of  tlie  mail 

la  relation  lu  propoeala  aubmilted  to  him  for  the  purchaHe  of  a  aite  f< 

port  office  in  Ihe  city  of  Philadelphia 


Id  irlitioii  to  the  enlargement  i 
Ihe  I'nitcd  Stalea 

In  rtUtibn  to  modificaliona  in  I 
of  the  government 


nd  modification  of  the  judicial  ajratem  of 
e  manner  of  conducling  the  legal  huaioim 


SUBORDINATE  DEPARTMENTS. 


With  aUtemenli  of  the  opprationa  of  thai  branch  of  the  public  set 
daring  Ihe  year  1^5? ^ 

Aiking  an  additional  Bp|>ri>v''iation  for  the  general  incidental  eipenatia  of 
the  Inilian  aervice  iii  the  Territory  of  New  Mejico 

tteeommending  to  the  Sonnic  Committee  on  Indian  AtFain  cetlarn  appro- 


seommending  to  the  Sonnic  Com 
pfialioni  &r  the  Indian  service 


Wilh  atatement*  of  receipts  and  eipenditurea  of  the  Port  Office  Depar 
BMot  toT  the  year  ending  June  3lt,  1853 


With  copies  af  inch 

with  tlie  diaburtament  or  i 

tbn  benefit  of  the  Indisni, 

with   liiU  of  the  names  of  all  jwi 

effect*  have  been  dalirered  wi"'"' "  ■' 


I  as  hare  been  rendered  bj  persona  charged 
ipplication  of  tnoneje,  goods,  or  eSecta,  fbr 
for  the  year  ending  June  3U,  1653,  inclusive, 


the  I 


or  the  opervliani  of  hii  office  di 


le  jear  1853 1     4 


33d  CinroBBss,  [SENATE.]  EnounvB, 

ht  Semum.  No.  59. 


REPORT  AM)  CHARTS 


or  THE 


CRUISE  OF  THE  U.  S.  BEIG  DOLPHIN, 


MADE  UKDBR  DIRECTION  OF 


THE    NAVY    DEPARTMENT, 


BT 


UEDT.  &  P.  LEE,  UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 


WASHINGTON : 

BEVBBLBT  TUCKER,   PBINTBR  TO  THB  BBNATBi 

1864. 


REPORT 


or 


THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY, 

COMMUNICATING, 

h  compliance  ukh  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^  the  Report  and  Charts  of 
lieutenant  S.  P.  Lee,  commander  of  the  United  States  surveying  brig 
Dolphin. 

Mai  5, 1854. — ^Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed ;  motion  to  print  3,000  extra  oopiee  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mat  9, 1854. — Reported  in  faTor  of  printing  3,000  extra  copiei,  which  wai  agreed  to. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  May  5, 1854. 
Sib  :  I  transmit,  in  compliance  with  the  call  of  the  Senate  of  the 
4th  instant,  the  Report  and  Charts  of  the  cruise  of  the  surveying  brig 
Dolphin,  Lieutenant  8.  P.  Lee,  commanding. 

I  am,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  DOBBIN,  Secretary  of  tht  Navy. 

To  the  Hon.  D.  R*  Atchison, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
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The  brigantine  Dolphin  was  put  in  commission  August  14,  1851, 
having  been  slightly  repaired  for  nve  or  six  months  service,  after  a  long 
cruise  in  the  East  Indies,  from  which  she  had  recently  returned. 

Relieved  on  the  26th  of  September  from  the  "confidential"  orders 
of  July  29  and  August  29,  relating  to  the  Lopez  expedition;  and  hav- 
ing received  the  balance  of  the  sounding  line  from  the  contractors, 
(225,000  fathoms  single  size,  and  10,000  fathoms  triple  size  fishing 
line,  in  all  235,000  fathoms  of  sounding  line,)  the  Dolphin  dropped 
down  from  the  New  York  navy  yard  to  Sandy  Hook,  for  the  purpose 
of  •*  swinging  ship  "  to  ascertain  the  local  deviation  of  the  compasses. 

October  8,  1851. — The  local  deviation  having  been  determined,  put 
to  sea  at  daylight  with  a  crew  of  48  petty  ofiicers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, and  the  following  officers : 

Lieutenant  Samuel  Phillips  Lee,  commanding  officer  and  acting 
purser; 

Passed  Midshipman  A.  Barbot,  acting  master  and  executive  officer ; 

_  _  Did  the  regular  duty  of  lieuten- 

ants, and  each  in  turn  perform- 
ed also  the  duly  of  assistant 


J.  P.  Hall, 
"  E.Renshaw, 

''  J.D.Danels, 


W.K.Mayo,J 
Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  B.  Gould ; 
H.  C*  Elliott,  captain's  clerk  and  draughtsman. 
2 


►  master — the  objects  of  the 
cruise  requiring  many  more  as- 
tronomical observations  and 
computations  than  usual. 


V'"-4 
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At  8  a.  m.,  discharged  the  pilot,  sending  by  him  a  muster  roll  of  the 
officers  and  crew,  and  other  official  reports  and  our  private  letters. 
Crew  employed  making  everything  below  and  aloft  snug  for  sea.  At 
4  p.  m.,  shotted  the  guns,  [four  32s  of  27  cwt.  each.] 

The  Dolphin  is  employed  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 
1849,  "  for  testing  new  routes,  and  perfecting  the  discoveries  made  by 
Lieutenant  Maury  in  the  course  of  his  investigations  of  the  winds  and 
currents  of  the  ocean." 

The  following  is  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  instructions  issued  by  the 
Navy  Department : 

1st.  An  hourly  record  of  the  direction  and  force  of  the  wind ;  an 
hourly  record  of  the  portion,  kind,  and  direction  of  clouds;  hourly  ob- 
.servations  of  the  thermometer,  barometer,  and  of  the  state  of  the 
weather. 

2d.  The  hourly  temperature  of  the  surface  water ;  the  force  and  di- 
rection of  currents  and  their  limits;  the  transparency  and  saltness  or 
specific  gravity  of  sea  water  in  different  parts  of  the  ocean,  and  its 
temperature  at  various  depths  from  specimens  brought  up  in  wooden 
cylinders  with  valves.  In  addition  to  the  indications  from  changes  of 
temperature,  currents  were  to  be  ascertained  by  comparing  the  position 
of  our  vessel,  derived  from  well  corrected  dead  reckoning  with  those 
deduced  from  many  good  astronomical  observations,  to  be  taken  during 
daylight  and  twihght ;  and  also  by  heaving  the  log,  when  becalmed, 
from  a  boat  anchored  to  its  cable  and  iron  pot,  using  a  square  sunken 
block  for  under  currents. 

3d.  Deep  sea  soundings  were  to  be  made  in  favorable  weather, 
[using  32-pound  shot  and  small  fishing  line,  prepared  and  put  on  reels 
for  the  purpose,]  as  "the  depth  of  the  ocean  is  an  important  element 
towards  a  perfect  understanding  of  the  tides,  their  laws  of  motion,  the 
course  and  form  of  the  tidal  wave,"  &c. 

4th.  An  examination  of  all  dangers  about  which  there  are  doubts, 
either  as  to  existence  or  position.  A  list  of  56  of  these  doubtful  dan- 
gers, which  disfigure  the  best  charts  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  was  given. 
The  track  to  be  taken  was  first  towards  Europe,  and  through  that  por- 
tion of  the  oceim  around  and  to  the  northward  of  the  Western  islands, 
which  is  clustered  with  these  reported  dangers ;  thence  westerly  to  the 
Gulf  stream,  between  30°  and  35°  of  north  latitude ;  thence  easterly 
by  French  shoal  to  examine  the  region  lying  between  the  equator  and 
70  south  latitude,  and  between  15^  and  25°  of  west  longitude,  sup- 
posed to  be  volcanic,  and  remarkable  for  its  oceanic  disturbances  and 
tide  rips;  thence  from  the  equator  to  Cape  St.  Roque,  sounding  and 
carefully  examining  the  currents  between  Fernando  de  Noronha  and 
Ihe  main ;  thence,  after  having  satisfactorily  examined  the  equatorial 
and  Amazonian  currents,  homewards,  crossing  four  times  over  a  strip 
of  the  sea,  remarkable  for  its  temperatures,  lying  about  150  miles  wide 
on  each  side  of  a  straight  line  drawn  from  37°  west  longitude  on  the 
equator  to  Cape  Charles,  United  States. 

Deep  sea  soundings  were,  when  practicable,  to  be  taken  along  the 
whole  of  this  track,  and  the  reported  dangers,  rocks,  shoals,  &c.,  [com- 
monly called  vigias,]  near  it  searched  for. 

The  advanced  state  of  the  season  required  the  postponement  of  the 
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investigatioDs  designed  of  that  part  of  the  Atlantic  towards  and  near 
the  Azores,  and  made  it  necessary  to  begin  with  the  line  leading  to- 
wards the  Cape  de  Verde  islands. 

It  is  matter  of  surprise  that  no  one  of  the  great  maritime  nations  had 
not  sooner  authorized  aVegular  official  search  to  be  made  for  the  dan- 
gers, rocks,  shoals,  &c.,  which  have  been  accumulating  upon  the  charts 
from  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  delaying  vessels  by  causing 
them  to  avoid  the  general  locahty  of  the  danger,  as  is  often  done,  or 
rendering  na\'igation  uneasy  if  not  unsafe  by  neglecting  this  precaution. 

Determining  the  exact  position  of  such  of  these  reported  dangers  as 
may  exist,  and  expunging  from  the  charts  such  as  cannot  be  found  after 
sach  a  search  as  upon  a  comparison  of  the  original  authorities  with  the 
track  charts  and  detailed  reports  of  5ur\'eying  officers  must  remov.-  all 
doubt,  will  be  conferring  a  benefit  on  the  commerce  of  the  world. 

October  9. — Calm  until  2  p.  m.     The  copper  thermometers  procured 
bv  the  naxy  agent  from  Messrs.  B.  Pike  &  Son,  New  York,  compared 
with  our  standard  thermometer  made  by  J.  Green,  New  York,  [which 
was  on  the  return  of  the  Dolphin  tested  at  the  Naval  observatory, 
W^ashington,  and  found  correct,]  showed  errors  varying  from  1^  to  6®. 
Each  thermometer  was  numbered,  the  period  during  which  it  was 
used  entered  in  the  log-book,  and  the  ooservations  made  with  it  cor- 
rected, before  being  entered  in  this  abstract.     At  11a.  m.,  in  30  fa- 
thoms water,  the  temperature  of  water  at  27  fathoms,  brought  up  in  a 
wooden  cylinder,  was  6°  less  than  the  surface  water :  the  same  ther- 
mometer was  used  for  both  obser\'ations.     At  2h.  30m.  p.  m.,  breeze 
light  from  ESE.,  and  smooth  sea;  hove  to  and  lowereci  both  whale 
boats  for  Lieutenant  Commanding  Lee  to  try  currents.     Anchored  one 
boat  with  an  80-pound  kedge  and  50  fathoms  of  line  in  32  fathoms 
water.     Used  for  log  line  a  small  well  stretched  fishing  fine,  marked 
to  tenths  of  a  knot  with  wooden  corks,  [painted  black  on  the  stray 
line,  red  at  each  knot,  and  wliite  at  each  tenth,]  which  served  as 
marks  and  to  keep  the  line  from  sinking.     For  under  currents  used  a 
leaded  block  one  foot  square,  and  painted  white,  suspended  to  an  in- 
flated canvas  bag  shaped  like  a  cocked  hat,  but  larger.     Found  the 
surface  current,  by  the  mean  of  three  good  trials,  to  set  NW.  by  W.,  at 
the  rate  of  |^  of  a  knot  per  hour,  and  the  under  current  at  10  fathoms, 
also  at  20  fathoms,  to  have  the  same  set  and  rate  as  the  surface  cur- 
rent.    Then  lowered  a  pitch  kettle  27  fathoms  from  the  bow  of  a  se- 
cond boat,  and  hove  the  log  from  it,  having  the  log  chip  end  of  the  line 
made  fast  in  the  stern  ol  the  first  boat  anchored  by  the  kedge,  and 
found  the  second. boat  to  set  NW.  by  W.  at  the  rate  of  ^  of  a  knot 
per  hour.     Hauled  up  the  iron  kettle,  and  hove  the  log  again  fi-om  the 
second  boat,  with  the  log  chip  fast  in  the  first  boat,  and  found  the 
second  boat  to  drift  ii)  of  a  knot  per  hour  NW.  by  W.     The  breeze 
was  still  light  and  the  water  smooth ;  though  the  rate  of  current  by  this 
kind  of  observation  cannot  be  determined  with  precision  to  the  tenth  of 
a  knot,  yet  the  result  of  this  experiment  suggests  the  probability  that 
in  trying  currents,  especially  under  currents,  and  particularly  where 
the  pitch  kettle  has  less  cable  than  the  leaded  blocK  suspended  to  a 
float,  it  may  be  the  boat  drifting  to  leeward  of  the  float,  ana  not  tbe  lat- 
ter moving  off  to  vnnAward  as  nas  been  sometimes  reported. 
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There  is  almost  always,  when  such  observations  aie  made,  light  airs 
or  a  gentle  breeze  acting  upon  boat  and  crew,  and  setting  them  to  lee- 
ward, accompanied  by  a  sea  or  swell  setting  the  boat  to  leeward,  and 
sometimes  across  the  wind,  increasing  the  drift  or  modifying  its  direc- 
tion. These  causes  have  much  less  influence  t)n  a  small  float  held  by 
a  weight  (which  is  below  the  troubled  surface)  and  which  has  much 
less  bulk  than  the  boat  to  be  acted  upon,  and  a  much  greater  weight  in 
proportion  to  drag,  than  the  boat  has  in  the  kettle  which  holds  it.  At 
oh.  30m.  p.  m.,  made  sail.  The  variation  entered  in  the  column  of 
abstract  log  refers  to  the  place,  not  to  the  time  of  observation. 

October  10. — At  7h.  30m.  a.  m.,  and  at  1  p.  m.,  shortened  sail,  hove 
to,  sounded  with  a  Stellwagen  cup  attached  to  the  lead,  and  took  under 
surface  temperatures  as  per  column.  [At  4  a.  m.,  noon,  and  8  p.  m., 
the  abstract  log  shows  the  compass  point  from  which  the  wind  has 
most  prevailed  tor  the  preceding  eight  hours.  On  other  occasions  it  is 
given  for  the  time  against  which  it  is  entered.] 

October  11. — ^Entered  the  northern  edge  of  the  Gulf  stream  at  7  a.  m^ 
in  latitude  37o  39'  51"  N.,  (D.  R.,)  and  longitude  70^  57  00  '  W.,  (D.  R.,) 
shortened  sail,  hove  to,  sounded  and  took  sub-surface  temperatures. 

The  temperature  of  the  surface  water  has  risen  7^  within  the  last 
hour,  from  68°  to  75°  (F.)  Obtained  no  astronomical  observations  to- 
day owing  to  bad  weather ;  sky  overcast  and  weather  squally.  At 
noon  saw  a  little  seaweed.  At  Ih.  30m.  p.  m.,  passed  near  a  flock  of 
sea  birds  over  a  shole  of  fish,  all  going  east.  At  sunset,  under  snug 
sail,  blowing  a  fresh  gale  from  the  E.,  with  threatening  appearances. 

October  ]2. — Lying  to  during  the  night.  From  midnight  to  3  a.  m., 
the  barometer  fell  ^gV  of  an  inch.  In  a  heavy  sea,  the  excessive  mo- 
tion of  the  barometer  impairs  the  value  of  its  indications.  In  the 
forenoon,  weather  moderating,  made  sail.  Too  much  sea  on  to  take 
under  surface  temperatures.  During  these  24  hours,  the  gale  worked 
round  from  east  to  south. 

October  13. — Since  entering  the  Gulf  stream  on  the  11th  instant,  we 
have  been  set  along  its  northern  edge  by  strong  head  winds  and  heavy 
sea,  the  thermometer  varying  from  71  to  79. 

From  8  a.  m.  to  noon,  passed  seven  pieces  of  new  plank,  (from  the 
deck  load  of  some  vessel  probably,)  and  through  fresh  seaweed  ranged 
in  lines  parallel  to  the  wind.  At  4  p.  m.,  blowing  hard,  a  very  heavy 
and  irregular  sea  running.  Laid  to  during  the  night,  under  close 
reefed  fore-tiysail  and  mainsail.  During  tliese  24  hours  the  gale 
worked  round  from  south  to  west.  Guys  to  prevent  the  barometer  from 
striking  the  bulkhead,  and  from  swinging  too  violently,  increase  the 
sudden  check  it  receives.     India  rubber  springs  would  relieve  this. 

October  14. — Wind  variable  between  NNW.  and  SW.,  moderates. 
At  2  p.  m.,  took  temperature  sounding,  using  a  wooden  cylinder,  bent 
on  above  Lieutenant  Stellwagen's  lead.  A  cross  irregular  sea  run- 
ning. 

October  15. — Gale  over,  made  sail  at  8  a.  m.  Saw  some  fi-esh  look- 
ing sea- weed.  From  noon  to  Ih.  30m.  p.  m.,  taking  under  surface  tem- 
peratures, with  the  sails  clued  up  snugly,  but  not  furled.  Used  Green's 
thermometer  (F.)  in  a  dry  glass  bottle  screwed  down  at  top,  and 
wrapped  with  some  cotton  cloth  to  steady  it  in  its  iron  bottle,  which 
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was  also  closely  screwed  down.  Used  also  a  wooden  cylinder,  with  a 
Talve  at  each  end  opening  upwards.  Bent  both  on  at  five  fathoms 
above  a  561b.  lead,  fitted  witli  Lieutenant  Stellwagen's  cup.  The 
wooden  cylinder  (the  same  which  came  up  filled  with  water  yesterday) 
brought  up  no  water  either  at  the  200  or  afterwards  at  the  300  fathoms 
cast.  Green's  thermometer,  which  went  down  with  its  index  at  70°, 
came  up  showing  53®  the  first  and  47^  the  second  trial.  The  water 
forced  itself  into  both  the  iron  and  the  glass  bottles.  Preserved  speci- 
mens of  this  water  and  of  the  surface  water. 

Oct4)ber  16. — At  2h.  20m.  a.  m.,  furled  all  sail,  and  cast  with  a 
561b.  Stellwagen*s  lead  and  440  fathoms  line,  about  420  up  and  down. 
Sea  very  rough.  From'  4  to  6  p.  m.,  passed  through  large  quantities 
of  iresh  looking  sea-weed,  the  stems  of  which,  when  examined,  proved 
to  be  dead. 

Potomac  Soundings. 

October  17. — ^At  4h.  20m.  a.  m.,  with  furled  sails,  got  a  cast  of  the 
lead  fix)m  the  brig  with  400  fathoms  of  line  up  and  down,  at  which 
depdi  Green's  thermometer,  (F.,)  sent  down  in  an  iron  bottle  with  its 
inaex  at  67^,  came  up  showing  a  temperature  of  5lo.  At  Ilh.  15m. 
a.  m.,  again  sounded  n-om  the  brig  witn  furled  sail,  having  430  fathoms 
line  up  and  down,  using  a  561b.  Stellwagen's  lead  and  Green's  ther- 
mometer (F.)  in  an  iron  bottle ;  the  index  which  went  down  showing 
G2o,  came  up  at  64^,  with  a  broken  column  of  mercury,  some  of  it 
above  the  index.  At  6h.  08m.  p.  m.,  when  near  Potomac  shoal, 
shortened  sail,  hove  to,  and  sounded  with  400  fathoms  line,  no  bottom. 

October  18. — ^At  Ih.  45m.  a.  m.,  being  [by  go6d  observations  of 
Polaris  at  twilight  last  evening,  and  of  the  sun  yesterday  afternoon, 
with  our  run  corrected  with  especial  regard  to  the  current  since  then] 
in  latitude  38©  10'  N.,  and  longitude  67©  26' W.,  where  Captain  Smith, 
of  the  ship  Potomac,  of  Alexandria,  United  States,  is  reported  [on 
page  467  of  Laurie's  memoir  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  London,  1845]  to 
nave  found  bottom  at  90  fathoms  in  June,  1838,  sounded,  having  all 
sails  furled,  with  400  fathoms  of  line,  but  got  no  bottom.  The  assigned 
position  of  the  shoal  is  by  the  given  latitude  and  longitude,  in  the 
strength  and  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Gulf  stream,  though  the  ac- 
count says  it  is  on  the  "  southern  side  of  the  stream."  At  4h.  30m. 
a.  m.,  there  was  a  halo  of  25^  semi-diameter  around  the  moon.  At  8 
a.  m.,  a  large  flock  of  birds  around  the  brig.  At  9  a.  m.,  secured 
everything  for  a  gale  from  SE.  by  E.  Saw  some  sea-weed  in  the 
afternoon.     At  7  p.  m.,  lying  to.     Sea  very  heavy. 

October  19. — Lying  to,  under  close  reefed  mamsail  and  fore-trysail. 
Heavy  rolling  sea,  shipped  a  little  water  occasionally.  Storm  working 
round  to  8SE.  at  1  a.  m.,  to  SW.  at  noon,  and  to  W.  at  9  p.  m.,  and 
beginning  to  moderate.  Before  sunset,  saw  what  appeared  to  be  part 
of  a  vessel's  caboose.  Passed  a  good  deal  of  stale  looking  sea- weed 
in  lines  parallel  to  wind  and  sea. 

October  20. — At  Oh.  30m.  a.  m.,  made  sail.  From  10  a.  m.  to  noon, 
hove  to,  and  made  several  unsuccessful  efforts  to  take  temperatures 
with  wooden  cylinders.    With  a  strong  wind  from  NW.  to  W.  by  S., 
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had  a  long  swell  to  ENS.    Passed  much  old  sea-weed  in  lines  parallel 
to  wind.     Saw  the  northern  lights  faintly  between  8  and  9  p.  m. 

Field's  Vigia. 

October  21. — Calm  from  midnight  to  8  a.  m.,  and  light  airs  during 
the  day.  Saw  much  sea- weed,  generally  fresh  looking,  with  some  firm 
berries  floating  in  fields  and  smdl  bunches. 

At  5  p.  m.,  furled  sail  and  lowered  a  boat,  with  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Lee,  Mr.  Hall,  and  Mr.  Renshaw,  to  sound  and  try  currents* 
The  current  was  NE.  1  knot  per  hour,  from  three  agreeing  trials.  The 
boat  was  riding  to  an  iron  pot  suspended  by  60  fathoms  cable.  Made 
several  ineffectual  attempts  to  sound  with  the  wrapping  twine,  first 
provided  for  us  at  New  York,  (which  had  been  thoroughly  overhauled 
there,  and  all  the  worst  looking  places  cut  out  before  marking  it,)  and 
found  that  it  soon  unlaid  and  parted,  and  was  utterly  worthless  for  this 
purpose.  But  we  have  a  large  supply  of  the  small  fishing  line  for 
future  use. 

Got  frequent  casts  using  a  Stellwagen  lead  to  a  coasting  line  with 
Burt's  nipper,  and  kept  a  good  lookout  for  danger,  being  near  Field's 
vigia. 

October  22. — Searching  for  Field's  vigia,  reported  on  page  466  of 
Laurie's  Atlantic  Memoir,  London,  1845,  as  having  been  discovered 
"April  1,  1833,"  by  the  master  of  the  "schooner  Little  Mary,"  bound 
fi-om  Antigua  to  St.  John's,  New  Brunswick,  who  says,  "  at  4  a.  m., 
tried  temperature  of  the  water,  and  found  myself  ih  the  Gulf  stream. 
At  6  a.  m.,  the  water  still  warm.  At  8,  found  the  water  very  cold  and 
of  a  dark  and  muddy  color ;  every  appearance  of  being  on  soundings. 
At  about  a  mile  to  the  westward  the  surface  of  the  sea  appeared  as  if 
breaking,  or  rather  rolling  over  a  shoed ;  saw  great  quantities  of  small 
fish  rise  occasionally  in  sholes,  and  porpoises.  At  10  found  the  water 
warm  again,  and  of  the  blue  ocean  color,  and  continued  so  until  4  p. 
m.,  of  the  2d.  Latitude  of  shoal  corrected  at  noon  37^  31'  N.  Longi- 
tude by  account  66^  W.  Partly  determined  to  return  and  sound,  but 
the  wind  was  fair,  and  as  there  was  every  appearance  of  a  NE.  snow 
storm  coming  on,  was  deterred  from  doing  it.  On  making  the  land 
"Within  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  on  the  6th,  the  reckoning  was  only  18  miles 
to  west  of  the  vessel ;  and  having  sighted  Bermuda  on  the  passage, 
the  longitude  given  of  the  shoed  cannot  be  liir  from  the  truth." 

This  alleged  discovery  was  made  on  all-fool's  day,  April  1st,  and 
its  assigned  position  in  longitude  depends  upon  dead  reckoning  during 
the  passage,  from  the  time  of  sighting  Bermuda  to  making  land  on  the 
6th  of  April,  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  The  sudden  variableness  in  the 
temperature  of  the  water  would  suggest  the  idea  of  ice,  if  there  was 
ever  any  known  in  this  vicinty.  Some  change  of  temperature  would 
be  due  to  the  fact  that  this  vigia  is  located  near  the  southern  edge  of 
the  Gulf  stream. 

The  surface  tempera tuies  and  currents,  found  and  laid  down  on  our 
sterol  track  chart,  indicate  that  the  temperature  of  the  sea  from  near 
w  BBsigned  position  of  this  vigia  on  the  southward  and  eastwardi  is 
bill  m  diRgree  or  so  higher  than  me  general  range  of  the  surface  tempera- 
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tare  experienced  in  our  voyage,  thence  (towards  the  Cape  de  Verdes) 
to  about  270  N.  and  40^  W.,  and  suggest  the  impression  that  the 
extended  southern  limit,  recently  assigned  the  Gulf  stream,  ^see  chart 
"engraved  for  Blunt's  Memoir  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  1851,")  is  prob- 
ably incorrect.  During  the  day  we  kept  an  extra  number  of  look-outs 
stationed,  and  a  deep-sea  Stellwagen  lead  going  constantly,  sounding 
with  from  40  to  60  fathoms  of  line,  besides  getting  a  400  fathom  cast 
fipom  the  brig,  (hove  to  under  short  sail,)  with  a  deep  sea  line  and  Stell- 
wagen lead,  at  3h.  50m.  a.  m. ;  and  at  noon  a  cast  of  1,175  fathoms 
with  the  fishing  line,  (unwaxed,)  and  three  32-pound  shot  from  the  boat 

October  22,  1851. 

a.  m. 
Latitude  37©  26'  5'  N.,  ©  m. ;  longUvde  65°  48'  16"  W.,  Q  —^ 

Boat  ioukdiwo. — Mr.  Hall. 


FkAoom. 

Tiin6  A.  M. 

Intenrals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A.  M. 

Interrali. 

A.    m.     s 

m.    s. 

A.    vn.      f. 

m.    f. 

Out.... 

11    41    54 

700 

11    54    53 

2    39 

100 

11    42    28 

0    34 

800 

11    57    28 

2    35 

aoo 

11    43    45 

1    17 

900 

12      0      8 

2    40 

900 

11    45    30 

1    45 

1,000 

12      3      1 

2    53 

400 

11    47    33 

2      3 

1,100 

12      6      3 

3      2 

500 

11    49    50 

2    17 

1,200 

12    13    50 

7    47 

600 

11    52    14 

2    24 

Line  parted ;  time  nmning,  31tit.  56f. ;  1,175  fathoms ;  no  bottom. 

• 

At  4h.  30m.  p.  m.,  having  all  sails  furled,  and  being  from  observa- 
tioos  of  the  sun  at  noon  for  latitude,  and  in  the  afternoon  for  time,  in 
the  position  assigned  to  this  vigia,  lowered  a  boat  and  got  a  500  fathom 
cast  up  and  down  without  getting  bottom,  or  seeing  any  sign  of  the 
reported  danger,  then,  or  at  any  other  time  during  the  day.  We  saw 
several  sail  during  the  day  showing  that  this  is  a  irequented  track,  and 
a  good  deal  of  sea-weed  in  irregular  patches,  botn  fresh  and  stale 
loraing. 

October  23. — Continued  search  for  Fields  vigia  by  the  eye  and  lesid, 
but  saw  nothing  of  it.  The  squalls  being  very  snort,  did  not  mate- 
rially afiect  the  radius  of  vision,  which  was  good. 

At  4  p.  m.,  a  sail  in  sight.  A  plot  is  given  of  our  track  for  these 
two  days,  and  also  for  four  other  aays,  when  we  were  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  vigia.  The  limit  of  our  radius  of  vision  during  the  search  for 
vigias  is  shown  on  the  respective  track  charts.  Leave  the  Gulf 
stream* 
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CHAPTER  II. 

UnsucceBiful  search  for  *'  Anfitrite  breakers" — See  land  birds,  drifl-wood,  and  flying  fiih — 
Make  unsuccessful  search  for  *'  Dyet*s  Rocks  '* — ^the  *'  False  Bermudas  ** — ^the  <*  vigia  of 
1827"~*<  Gkmdaria's  Rocks''— *' Gombaud's  Rocks,"  and  **  Emily's  BonetU  rock  and 
Shoal" — ^Pass  through  the  Sargasso  sea,  finding  less  sea- weed  in  it  than  in  the  space  west 
of  it — See  but  little  sea-weed  after  leaving  the  eastern  limit  of  the  Sargasso  sea,  and  none 
just  after  entering  the  tropics— Westerly  winds  change  into  NE.  trades  at  the  place  assigned 
by  Lieutenant  Maury — Arrive  at  Port  Praya — Find  the  African  squadron  and  a  provision 
ship  there. 

Anfitrite  Breakers. 

October  24,  25,  26,  27,  and  28. — During  these  five  days  made  an 
unsuccessful  search  for  Anfitrite  breakers  without  seeing  them,  or  any 
indication  of  danger.  We  sounded  constantly  with  deep  sea  lead,  and 
on  the  25th,  at  2  p.  m.,  from  a  boat,  witli  a  32-pound  shot  and  1,000 
fathoms  of  (unwaxed)  fishing  line,  in  the  assigned  position  of  these 
breakers,  in  about  latitude  35^  52'  N.,  longitude  65°  56'  W.,  according 
to  the  admiralty  variation  chart  of  June  23,  1851. 

October  25,  1851. 

Latitude  35°  52'  6"  iST.,  o  m.;  longitude  65°  56'  12"  W.,  ©  p.  m. 

Boat  bounding. — Lieut.  Commanding  Lee. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

A*    tn.    s. 

m.    s. 

h*    in.    s. 

m.    s. 

SUrted... 

2    22    17 

600 

2    33    37 

2    40 

100 

2    23    20 

1      3 

700 

2    36    36 

2    59 

200 

2    24    47 

1    27 

800 

2    39    36 

3      0 

300 

2    26    30 

1    43 

900 

2    42    53 

3    17 

400 

2    28    36 

2      6 

1,000 

2    46    35 

3    43 

500 

2    30    57 

2    21 

i 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  24m.  18*. ;  no  bottom. 

On  page  104  of  the  Nautical  Magazine  for  February,  1851,  it  is 
stated,  that  from  the  10th  to  12th  of  May,  1846,  the  Spanish  merchant 
ship  Anfitrite,  sailing  from  Havana  to  Caoiz,  discovered  a  breaking  of  the 
water  of  about  a  cable's  length  in  extent  from  NE.  to  SW.,  which  they 
placed  in  latitude  35°  50*  N.,  and  longitude  by  observation  59°  46'  3^ 
west  of  Cadiz,  [or  longitude  65^  58'  38"  west  of  Greenwich,  counting 
from  the  position  of  the  new  observatory  at  Cadiz,  in  6°  12'  00"  west 
of  Greenwich-]  This  position  we  passed  over  while  sounding  on  the 
foomoon  of  the  25th.  During  these  four  days  we  had  generally  a  good 
radius  xif  vision,  and  saw  much  sea- weed,  sometimes  in  large  patcties, 
at  otbeir  times  in  irregular  lines ;  the  wind  was  light  or  moderate,  except 
on  the  27th9  when  it  blew  a  gale  from  S.  and  hauled  gradually  to  Nw • 
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On  the  25thy  at  6  a.  tn.,  one  of  the  look-outs  aloft  reported  a  rock  ahead, 
which,  when  examined  from  aloft  by  two  officers  with  spyglasses, 
proved  to  be  a  small  schooner,  which  afterwards  showed  American 
colors.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  several  small  land  birds  alighted 
OQ  board,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  another  such  bird  flew  about 
the  vessel.  On  both  occasions  we  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  reported  breakers,  and  about  200  miles  north  of  Bermuda,  whence 
these  birds  were  probably  blown  by  the  strong  south  winds  which 
prevailed  previously.  On  the  28th  we  saw  much  sea-weed  and  several 
sail. 

October  29. — Until  to-day  the  temperature  at  the  mast-head  has  been 
observed  at  9  a.  m.,  and  at  3  p.  m.  This  thermometer  is  encased  in 
a  wooden  box,  with  a  door,  with  an  air  passage  from  top  to  bottom, 
roofed  over,  and  painted  white.  The  box  is  sometimes  in  the  sun. 
The  observation  was  generally  made  by  one  intelligent  person.  The 
lime  of  observation  is  given  at  the  top  of  the  column. 

At  1  a.  m.,  observed  a  remarkably  lurid  appearance  in  the  NW., 
which  gradually  spread  to  N.,  and  finally  disappeared;  the  clouds 
round  about,  above  and  below,  were  of  the  cumuli  and  cumulo  stratus 
kind.  At  7  a.  m.,  spoke  the  American  bark  "  Hualto,"  of  Belfast. 
Saw  a  tew  flying  fish,  (the  first  we  have  noticed,)  and  some  sea-weed, 
which  was  fresh  looking.  At  2h.  p.  m.,  passed  a  sail  standing  to  the 
southward  and  eastward. 

October  30. — ^A  large  swell  setting  from  tlie  eastward.  Repaired  the 
mainsail.  Saw  much  sea-weed  of  fresh  appearance  floating  in  lines 
parallel  to  the  wind.     Saw  several  sea  birds. 

October  31. — At  6h.  30m.  a.  m.,  passed  a  large  old  log.  This  fore- 
noon passed  a  bark  standing  to  the  northward  and  westward,  and  saw 
one  flying  fish.  This  fish  abounds  in  the  tropics,  and  is  not  often  known 
so  far  north  as  this,  (35o.)  Saw  much  sea-weed.  The  stalest  looking 
appeared  to  float  upon,  and  the  freshest  a  little  below  the  surface.  A 
heavy  cross  sea  on.     Barometer  steadily  falling. 

Noeember  1. — Saw  much  sea-weed  of  a  fresh  appearance,  arranged 
in  patches  or  in  broad  lines  parallel  with  the  wind. 

The  winds,  currents,  variation,  deep  sea  soundings,  surface  and  deep 
aea  temperatures,  sea-weed,  and  drift-wood,  flocks  of  birds,  and  sholes 
of  flying  and  other  fish,  discolored  water,  tide  rips,  reported  dangers, 
ice,  mentioned  in  the  log,  are,  as  far  as  practicable,  shown  on  the  gene- 
ral track  chart. 

Dyet's  Rock. 

November  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8. — Made  unsuccessful  search  for  Dyet's 
Rock. 

Sumdittf,  November  2. — ^Had  general  muster,  and  Mr.  Hall  read  the  act 
of  1800  for  the  better  ^vemment  of  the  navy,  to  the  oflScers  and  crew. 
It  bad  been  read  in  like  manner  by  the  executive  oflBcer,  on  the  first 
Sunday  of  the  two  preceding  months,  and  will  be  thus  publicly  read 
in  tum  by  each  of  the  sea  officers  during  the  cruise.  The  sea-weed 
aeen  to-day  floated  high  and  was  generallj  stale.  At  9h*  30m«9  a*  xxi*^ 
pot  over  the  patent  J^  stationed  extra  look-outs  and  commenced  takmg 
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regular  sounding  in  search  of  Dyet's  Rocks.  In  the  Nautical  Maga- 
zine,  London,  lo45,  page  437,  the  following  appears : 

"Dybt's  Rock — Atlantic — no  soundings. — On  my  passage  from  St- 
Kitts  to  London,  and  when  off  Bermuda,  May  17, 8h.  a.  m.,  we  passed 
within  30  or  40  feet  of  two  sunken  rocks,  having  6  or  8  feet  water  over 
them,  it  being  very  smooth  at  the  time,  in  latitude  32^  46'  N.,  at  noon, 
longitude  60°  06'  W.,  by  a  good  chronometer,  and  by  several  lunar  ob- 
servations previously. 

I  strongly  suspect  they  are  the  rocks  marked  as  doubtful  in  latitude 
32o  30*,  longitude  59^  W.,  hoping  you  will  publish  this  for  the  benefit 
of  navigation."  (Signed)  "Robert  Dyet,  master  of  the  bark  Catherine 
Greene,  of  London.** 

It  was  supposed  in  our  search  that  the  latitude  above,  given  by  Cap- 
tain Dyet,  was  that  of  the  rocks,  and  not  the  noon  position  of  his  vessel. 
At  3h.  20m.  p.  m.,  November  2,  we  passed  over  the  assigned  position 
of  these  rocks,  sounding  but  getting  no  bottom,  or  seeing  any  appear- 
ance of  any  danger,  and  at  5  p.  m.  sounded  from  a  boat  with  two  32- 
pound  shot,  but  the  fishing  line  (unwaxed)  parted  at  800  fathoms  when 
running  freely. 

November  2,  1851. 
Latitude  32©  46'  0"  N.,  Q  m.;  longitude  59°  66'  20"  W.,  ©  p.  m. 

Boat  bounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathomi. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intenralfl. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

iDtervabi. 

hm         fit.           St 

m.    s. 

n»    in.     f. 

m.    «. 

Cait 

5    30      8 

500 

5    34    57 

1    33 

100 

5    31      0 

0    52 

600 

5    36    39 

1    42 

200 

5    31    34 

0    34 

700 

5    38    35 

1    56 

300 

5    32      6 

0    32 

800 

5    39      5? 

0    30 

400 

5    33    24 

1    18 

Parted.... 

5    40      0 

0    55 

Time  running,  9m.  52«. ;  no  bottom. 

Then,  without  anchoring  the  boat,  hove  the  log  from  it  and  found  it 
to  drift  off  SSE.  (to  leeward)  from  the  chip,  at  the  rate  of  iV  of  a  knot 
per  hour.  Then  anchored  the  boat  with  75  fathoms  of  cable  to  a 
sunken  block,  a  foot  square  and  heavily  leaded,  and  hove  the  log 
a^ain  and  found  no  perceptible  difference  in  the  boat's  drift  from  the 
chip.  The  common  method  would  be  to  call  this  drift  a  current  in  the 
opposite  direction. 

At  8  p.  m.,  radius  of  halo  round  the  moon,  measured  2lo. 

November  3. — The  sea-weed,  in  streaks  with  the  wind,  appeared  fresh 
and  floated  low.  Saw  several  dolphins.  Kept  the  lead  going.  Blowing 
nearly  a  gale  at  night,  with  very  rough  sea. 

November  4. — Sea  heavy ;  gale  from  south  ;  lying  to. 

November  5. — ^Under  moderate  sail  continued  sounding,  and  searching 
for  Dyet's  Rocks.  The  sea  is  very  rough,  and  favorable  for  exposing 
sunken  rocks  near  us. 


i- 
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Noeanbgr  6. — Calm  forenoon.  At  8  a.  m.,  a  look-out  aloft  reported 
breakers  bearing  SSW.,  which,  when  examined  by  an  officer  with  a 
spy*glass,  proved  to  be  large  patches  of  sea- weed,  which,  owing  to  the 
way  the  smilight  fell  upon  it,  (with  the  sun  partially  obscured  to  us  by 
clouds,)  when  raised  on  a  wave,  the  sea  around  the  sea-weed  having  a 
smooth  glassy  appearance,  looked  much  like  breakers  to  the  naked 
eye,  but  the  illusion  was  wholly  dispelled  by  the  spy-glass.  Saw  a 
fish  alongside  much  resembling  a  large  flounder.  Near  noon,  renewed 
soundings,  vdth  a  light  variable  breeze  from  southward  and  eastward* 
At  6  p.  m.,  sounded  from  a  boat  with  a  321b.  shot  (without  getting  bot- 
tom at  550  fathoms)  over  the  supposed  position  of  these  rocks,  but  a 
subsequent  investigation  showed  that  this  sounding  was  made  52*  of 
arc  east  of  their  reported  place.  Near  8  p.  m.,  measured  a  halo  round 
the  moon  of  23^  radius.  Much  sea- weed  seen  to-day.  It  floated  in 
Imes  with  the  wind  or  in  large  patches,  and  was  of  fresh  appearance, 
but  when  taken  up  and  examined,  its  stems  were  found  dead  and  britde 
at  the  end. 

November  7. — Sounded  until  the  afternoon,  when  we  had  too  much 
wind  and  sea* 

Nofiember  8. — ^We  are  now  about  220  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Ber- 
muda, and  have  seen  to-day  several  small  land  birds,  and  one  mother 
Carey's  chicken,  and  but  litde  sea-weed.  Continued  sounding.  At  8 
p.  m.,  concluded  our  unsuccessful  search  for  Dyet's  rocks,  (or  whales, 
which  his  description  would  answer  for,)  and  made  sail  for  the  False 
Bermudas,  distant  about  30  leagues  to  the  eastward. 

Nooember  9. — ^Mustered  the  crew.  Much  sea-weed  in  lines  parallel 
to  the  wind.  A  heavy  sea  running.  Some  dolphin  and  flying  fish 
seen. 

November  10. — ^But  little  sea- weed  seen.  Heavy  sea  on.  Showed 
our  colors  to  an  English  ship  standing  to  the  southward.  Sholes  of 
flying  fish  seen  occasionally. 

November  11. — ^At  5h.  a.  m.,  broke  water  thermometer  No.  17,  and 
got  up  number  24  in  place  of  it.  Saw  a  shole  of  flying  fish.  Noticed 
much  sea-weed  of  fresh  appearance  floating  irrefi^larly.  Working  up 
against  wind  and  sea  to  get  into  the  parallel  of  the 

False  Bbrmudas. 

November  12. — ^At  6  a.  m.,  commenced  soundmg  and  searching  for 
the  False  Bermuda  as  laid  down  on  the  English  admiralty  variation 
chart  of  June  23,  1851,  in  about  latitude  32©  IC  N.,  longitude  58°  14' 
W.  Laurie's  Memoir  of  the  Atlantic,  London,  1829,  p.  305,  quotes 
from  Bellin,  [probably  M.  BeUini,  who  was  attached  to  the  depository 
of  charts  and  plans  for  the  French  navy,  created  in  1721,  whose  hydro- 
graphical  labors  for  a  long  time  enjoyed  quite  a  great  reputation,]  that 
"  about  one  hundred  leagues  east  of  Bermuda,"  *'  one  Loub  Duhal«  in 
a  corsair,"  saw  a  little  shelf  of  rock,  the  existence  of  which  M.  Bellini 
says  many  doubt,  and  which  he  supposes  have  been  mistaken  for  the 
nx:ks  about  Bermuda.  Laurie  mentions,  p.  306,  that  Captain  BeU,  of 
the  post  office  packet  Francis  Freeling,  is  supposed  to  have  seen  these 
rocks  about  1810,  "  in  about  33^  45^  N.,  and  55^  25'  W,  5"  and  addp 
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that  Captain  Hurd,  [of  the  royal  navy,  subsequently  hydrographer  to 
the  admiralty,]  who  surveyed  the  Bermudas,  did  not  believe  rocks  to 
exist  in  this  position,  but  supposed  that  some  who  had  advanced  by  error 
too  near  the  reefs  to  the  east  and  southeast  of  Bermuda  took  them  for 
rocks  at  a  much  greater  distance  from  land — a  supposition  rendered 
more  than  probable  from  the  imperfect  means  formerly  used  by  many 
navigators.  Laurie  also  mentions,  on  p.  306,  as  the  probable  origin  of 
this  alleged  discovery  by  Captain  Bell,  that  Mr.  Nankivell,  of  the  post 
office  packet  Freeling^  returning  from  Jamaica,  June  13,  1811,  saw  a 
rock  with  a  black  top  in  latitude  35^  SC  N.,  longitude  56°  (Y  W.,  which 
he  passed  near  to  without  firing  at  it,  or  sounding  or  sending  out  his 
boat,  though  the  weather  was  very  favorable.  Laurie  says  tnat  Nan- 
kivell was  "  sadly  hoaxed  about  it,"  and  that  "  Captain  KLirkness,  of 
the  dispatch  packet,  passing  a  short  time  afterwards  in  nearly  the  same 
direction  saw  several  whales  sleeping  or  basking  in  the  sun." 

None  of  the  thousands  of  vessels  which  have  passed  where  the  cor- 
sair Duhal  appears  to  have  located  the  Bermuda  reefs  in  the  early  part 
of  the  last  century,  or  where  Nankivell  was  hoaxed  for  seeing  what 
was  probably  whales,  have  in  any  way  confirmed  these  two  ancient 
and  conflicting  reports.  Working  up  for  the  English  position  against 
a  heavy  sea  and  high  wind,  and  in  the  afternoon  being  under  low  sail, 
made  more  leeway  than  headway.  The  height  of  the  highest  wave 
observed  was  nineteen  feet. 

•  November  13. — Made  sail  at  daylight.  Heavy  swell  from  northward 
and  westward.  At  1  p.  m.,  fiirled  sail  and  took  temperatures.  Owing 
to  the  drift  and  swell  some  surface  water  got  into  the  cylinder  at  the 
four  hundred  fathom  cast.  At  4  p.  m.,  a  sail  in  sight.  At  4h.  50m. 
p.  m.,  wind  coming  fair  from  westward,  steered  east,  made  sail,  with 
patent  log  out,  and  sounded  along  the  parallel  of  the  False  Bermuda. 
At  8h.  40m.  p.  m.,  having  run  rather  beyond  the  extent  of  our  view  at 
sunset,  shortened  sail  about  four  and  a  half  miles  west  of  the  vigia, 
according  to  p.  m.  observations  of  the  sun  for  longitude,  and  of  Polaris 
at  p.  m.,  twihght,  for  latitude. 

rfotemher  14. — No  a.  m.  twihght  observations ;  weather  cloudy.  At 
9  a.  m.,  being  by  our  reckoning  on  the  position  of  the  vigia  by  the 
admiralty  chart  of  June  23,  1851,  furled  sail  and  sounded  from  the 
vessel  with  two  32-pound  shot  and  350  fathoms  Une,  300  up  and  down, 
no  bottom.  The  sea  was  too  high  and  weather  too  squally  for  a  boat 
to  Uve.  At  10  a.  m.,  a  vessel  standing  down  for  us  was  soon  lost 
sight  of  in  a  sudden  squall.  The  wind  and  sea  now  increasing  fast, 
making  further  search  impracticable,  kept  away  and  sounded  along 
theparallel  of  the  vigia. 

The  astronomical  observations  subsequently  showed  that  our  sound- 
ing at  9  a.  m.  was  rather  east  of  our  supposed  position  at  that  time, 
though  our  radius  of  vision  then  extended  beyond  the  assigned  position 
of  the  vigia ;  but  with  a  blow  coming  on,  further  delay  in  that  vicinity 
was  judged  inexpedient,  as  the  Navy  Department  had  already  ordered 
the  False  Bermudas  to  be  expunged  from  our  charts,  in  consequence 
of  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Walsh,  of  the  Taney,  who  had  recently 
searched  for  them. 
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ViGiA  OP  1827- 

November  16. — ^Making  a  good  run ;  for  the  first  time  ran  nine  knots 
per  hour.  At  3  p.  m.,  being  on  the  parallel  of  the  vigia,  put  over 
patent  log  and  began  sounding.  At  6h.  10m.  p.  m.,  from  good  obser- 
vations of  the  sun  at  noon  for  latitude,  and  in  the  afternoon  for  longi« 
tude,  we  were  in  latitude  31°  17'  N.,  about  the  position  assigned  to 
the  "vigia  of  1827"  on  the  admiralty  chart  of  June  23,  1851,  sounded 
from  the  brig  with  all  sails  furled,  with  two  32-pound  shot  and  500 
&thoms  of  small  line,  up  and  down,  without  getting  bottom.  No  ap- 
pearance of  any  danger  at  sunset,  when  our  radius  of  vision  extended 
to  the  position  of  this  "  vigia,"  for  the  existence  of  which  we  are  not  in 
possession  of  any  other  authority  than  the  charts.  Considerable  sea 
during  the  day.  Saw  much  sea-weed  in  lines  parallel  to  the  wind,  but 
in  smaller  bunches  than  usual. 

November  16. — Could  not  get  any  a.  m.  twilight  observations.  The 
latitude  at  noon  showed  that  our  traverse  lines  of  soundings  fell  to  the 
southward  of  the  vigia.  Beat  up  against  a  fresh  wind  and  rough  sea 
to  within  two  or  three  miles  of  our  sounding  last  evening  on  the  assigned 
position  of  the  vigia;  having  a  good  clear  radius  of  vision  extending 
several  miles  beyond  and  around  it,  kept  away,  got  on,  and  ran  along 
its  parallel.  Continued  our  search  and  soundings  to  the  eastward  with- 
out discovering  any  indications  of  its  existence.  Saw  much  sea-weed 
^^y  5  generally  stale. 

November  17.--Sea-weed  to-day  in  small  sprigs  ranged  in  lines  with 
the  wind.  Saw  a  shole  of  porpoises  and  a  few  flying-fish.  Parted  the 
main  boom  at  the  cleat  spike-hole,  just  outside  the  topping-lift.  It  was 
rotten  at  the  heart.  The  swell  from  the  northward  keeps  up  and  seems 
to  increase. 

November  18. — Saw  sea- weed,  both  stale  and  fresh  looking.  Fitting 
the  mainsail  to  the  broken  boom.  At  4  p.  m.,  furled  sail  and  took 
temperatures  and  transparency ;  but  a  squall  striking  the  vessel  caused 
her  to  drift  and  impaired  the  observations — the  cylinders  coming  up 
horizontally. 

November  19. — Saw  much  fresh  looking  sea- weed  in  large  bunches, 
several  sea-birds,  and  a  few  flying-fish.  At  4h.  20m.  p.  m.,  with  all 
sails  furled,  took  temperature  observations.  The  casts  were  up  and 
down,  but  owing  to  the  drift  the  lines  came  up  at  a  considerable  angle. 
A  large  swell  on.     At  night  saw  many  shooting  stars. 

November  20. — ^At  2  a.  m.,  entered  the  western  side  of  the  Sargasso 
sea,  extending  from  18°  to  37^  N.,  and  from  33^  to  43°  W.,  (see 
Laurie's  Atlantic  Memoir,  London,  1845,  p.  187,)  the  supposed  recep- 
tacle of  the  sea- weed  and  drift  deposited  by  the  equatorial.  Gulf  stream, 
and  polar  currents.  Saw  small  quantities  of  stale  sea-weed  in  de- 
tached bunches,  sometimes  in  thin  lines  parallel  with  the  wind.  We 
are  getting  clear  of  the  gales  and  heavy  seas  which  have  troubled  us  so 
much  hitherto  on  the  passage,  and  now  use  the  patent  log  in  addition 
to  the  common  log. 

November  21.— §aw  but  little  sea- weed ;  its  leaves  are  fresh  and 
stems  decayed,  enveloped  with  a  thin  coralline  coating,  and  thickly 
studded  with  small  barnacles,  and  with  small  crabs  in  many  of  the 
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larger  bunches.  At  sunset  the  sky  was  covered  with  cirro  cumulus 
doQds,  whose  edges  were  beautifully  tinged  with  vermillion,  below 
l^vhich  were  heavy  nimbus  clouds,  presenting  a  reniarkable  contrast. 

November  22. — At  lOh.  40m.  a.  m.,  fiirled  sail,  took  temperature 
fioundings  from  the  brig,  and  lowered  a  whale  boat  for  Mr.  Hall  to  take 
a  deep  sea  sounding  and  try  the  currents.  The  line  parted  at  600 
fathoms,  owing  to  the  quick,  short,  and  irregular  sea,  which  affected 
the  boat  more  than  a  long  swell  would  have  done.  No  satisfactory 
current  observations  could  be  made,  as  the  boat  drifted  whilst  riding  to 
an  iron  pot  and  80  fathoms  cable.  Saw  fresh  looking  sea-weedf  but 
with  dead  stems,  in  large  patches.  One  grampus  and  several  flying- 
fish  seen.  At  4h.  12m.  p.  m.,  again  furled  sail,  took  temperature 
soundings  from  on  board,  and  Mr.  Hall  made  two  unsuccessful  eflforts 
to  sound  from  the  boat :  the  first  time  the  line  with  three  shot  to  it 
fouled  the  reel  and  parted ;  a  squall  interrupted  the  second  cast  made 
with  two  shot.  At  midnight  found  the  patent  log  choked  with  sea- 
weed. 

November  23. — Saw  more  sea-weed  than  yesterday,  looking  fresh, 
and  in  lines  parallel  to  the  wind.  At  Oh.  35m.  p.  m.,  furled  sail  and 
took  temperature  soundings ;  lowered  a  whale  boat  for  Mr.  Hall  to  get 
a  deep  sea  sounding.  The  fishing  line  doubled  to  250  fathoms  [un- 
waxed]  with  two  32-pound  shot ;  parted  at  800  fathoms.  Rough  sea 
and  a  long  swell  besides. 


November  23,  1851. 
Latitude  26©  42'  42"  N.,  ©  m.;  longitude  38©  38'  38"  W.,  © 

Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


a.  m. 


J),  m. 


FathomB. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

« 

n.     fit.      St 

m.    8. 

h,    tn.    5. 

m.    a. 

Cast. . . . 

1    12    22 

500 

1    19    27 

1    50.5 

100 

1    13    19 

0    57 

600 

1    21    37 

2    10 

200 

1    14    28 

1      9 

700 

0      0      0 

0      0 

300 

1    15    58 

1    30 

800 

1    26      1 

4    24 

400 

1    17    36.5 

1    38.5 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  13m.  39s. 

Tried  to  get  current  observations  from  the  boat  riding  to  an  iron  pot 
with  80  fathoms  cable  to  it : 

Surface  trial  the  chip  was  set  ^  SW. 

At  40  fathoms  the  buoy  bag  was  set  ^o  WNW. 

At  80  fathoms  the  buoy  bag  was  set  ^  NNW. 

These  results  are  the  mean  of  three  trials,  and  give  probably  the 
drift  of  the  boat  in  the  opposite  direction.  A  large  light  Tbody,  like  a 
whale  boat  riding  to  an  iron  pitch  pot  with  80  iathoms  cable,  would 
drift  faster  than  the  buoy  bag,  (to  which  the  chip  end  of  the  log  line 
wa3  fiistened,)  weighted  with  the  heavily  leEided  foot  square  block  sus- 
pended by  80  fathoms  of  line.    At  4  p.  m.,  found  that  the  new  tow 
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line  of  the  patent  log  had  twisted  up ;  changed  the  tow  line.  Heidiit 
of  swell,  observed  when  the  stern  of  the  brig  was  in  the  trough  of  the 
sea,  was  12  feet.  The  sea  from  the  northward,  which  still  keeps  up, 
interferes  with  getting  successful  deep  sea  soundings  in  this  horse  lati- 
tude region,  which  had  been  looked  forward  to  as  a  part  of  the  sea  very 
favorable  for  an  operation  which  requires  a  calm  smooth  time. 

Gandaria  Rocks. 

Natember  24,  25,  26,  27. — Sounding  and  searching  for  Gandaria's 
rocks,  of  which  the  following  account  is  given  in  Laurie's  Atlantic  Me- 
moir :  London,  1845,  p.  468 : 

"Gandaria  Rocks;  lat.  25^  SO^,  and  long.  37o  45'.  The  following 
notice  of  these  rocks  appeared  in  the  Ga^cta  dc  Madrid,  May  28,  1842: 
*0n  Monday,  April  18,  Captain  Gandaria,  of  the  Spanish  merchant 
ship  Dolores  Vgarte,  107  days  from  Guayacjuil,  saw  from  the  deck  of 
that  vessel  a  group  of  rocks  about  a  cable  length  in  extent,  and  in  the 
middle  of  them  a  large  one,  high  and  insulated,  on  which  the  sea  broke 
violently-  The  latitude,  at  the  time  they  were  seen,  was  25°  29'  65*', 
and  longitude,  by  chronometer,  37°  18'.  The  latitude,  observed  at 
noon,  was  25^  40'  45^  and  longitude  37o  49'  32"  west  of  Greenwich, 
the  vessel  being  at  that  time  about  four  miles  from  the  rocks.  The  ob- 
servations for  position  may  be  depended  on.'" 

This  account  appears  inaccurate ;  it  represents  that  there  was  11' 
difference  of  latitude,  and  31  J'  difference  of  longitude  between  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Dolores,  when  the  rocks  were  seen  from  her  deck,  and  her 
given  position  at  noon,  when  the  account  states  that  the  rocks  were 
four  miles  off",  whilst  the  given  noon  position  shows  that  they  were  11 
miles  off"  in  latitude,  and  4i  in  longitude.  Searched  in  the  position 
given,  and  in  its  vicinity,  without  seeing  any  indication  of  the  high  rock 
or  of  any  other  danger. 

Sotember  24. — Nine  a.  m.,  began  running  lines  of  soundings.  At  2 
p.  ra.,  being  by  good  observations  in  the  position  assigned  to  tnis  vigia^ 
fiirled  all  sail,  took  temperatures  and  transparency  observations  from 
the  brig,  and  lowered  a  whale-boat  for  Mr.  Hall  to  sound  with  two  321b 
shot,  having  the  fishing  line  [unwaxed]  doubled  for  the  first  two  hun- 
dred fathoms.  Mr.  Hall  thinks  he  got  bottom  at  1720  fathoms,  and, 
with  the  boat  thus  anchored,  he  took  the  surface  and  under  surface 
currents- 
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NOVBMBER   24,    1851. 


Latitude  250  3(y  22"  N.y  ©  m.;  longitude  37o  43^  56"  fT.,  O  a.  m. 


Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fftthoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intenrali. 

A.      ffl.      S. 

fll.    s. 

»•     III.      9. 

m.    8. 

Gast. .  • . 

2      3    55 

1,000 

2    23    45 

2    43 

100 

2      4    47 

52 

1,100 

2    26    25 

2    40 

200 

2      6      0 

1    13 

1,200 

2    28    50 

2    25 

300 

2      7    28 

1    28 

1,300 

2    31    31 

2    41 

400 

2      9    10 

1    42 

1,400 

2    34    42 

3    11 

500 

2    11    25 

2    15 

1,500 

2    37    50 

3      8 

600 

2    13    55 

2    30 

1,600 

2    41    30 

3    40 

700 

2    16      8 

2    13 

1,700 

2    44    55 

3    25 

800 

2    18    35 

2    27 

1,720 

2    45    10 

0    15 

900 

2    21      2 

2    27 

Bottom ;  time  running,  41m.  15«. 

There  was  a  gentle  breeze  (3)  from  W.  by  N.,  sea  smooth  on  the 
surface,  with  about  13  feet  of  long  swell  from  WNW.  According  to 
the  bearing  of  the  chip  from  the  boat  the  current  at  the  surface,  also  at 
40  fathoms  depth,  set  W.  by  N.  at  the  rate  of  iV  of  a  knot  per  hour, 
and  at  80  fathoms  depth  NW.  ^.  Though  the  1720  fathoms  of  small 
fishing  line  was  up  and  down,  and  taut,  and  the  shot  to  which  it  was 
attached  was  beheved  to  be  on  the  bottom,  yet  the  probability  is  that 
the  boat  was  drifting  with  or  settling  to  the  swell  ana  breeze,  and  that 
the  results  found  were  but  the  boat's  drift  in  the  opposite  direction,  and 
not  current.  Such  long  and  small  cable  would  readily  stretch  enough 
to  prevent  a  good  current  observation  where  there  is  any  breeze  or 
swell  to  act  on  the  boat.  Whilst  sounding,  the  master,  Mr.  Barbot,  on 
the  topsail  yard,  with  a  spyglass,  carefully  examined  the  sea  all  around, 
having  a  clear  and  extensive  field  of  view,  without  seeing  anything 
unusual. 

A  correction  has  been  applied  in  the  abstract  log  for  the  errors  of  the 
chronometers  found  at  Porto  Praya. 

November  25. — Saw  much  gulf  weed. 

November  26. — Saw  an  English  barque,  and  much  sea-weed. 

November  27. — Got  excellent  observations  for  latitude  and  longitude 
at  a.  m.  twilight.  At  morning  twilight  the  objects  can  be  reflected 
when  they  are  bright,  and  kept  near  the  horizon  until  it  becomes  good. 
At  evening  twihght  the  horizon  is  apt  to  lose  its  distinctness  before  the 
star  becomes  bright  enough  to  be  reflected  well.  Clearness  of  atmo- 
sphere and  smoothness  of  sea  being  equal  at  both  times,  the  observa- 
tion is  better  made  at  the  morning  tnan  at  the  evening  twilight.  Saw 
a  shole  of  flying  fish.  The  broad  leaf  sea-weed  floats  high  and  is 
apparently  stale. 

At  4h.  40m.  p.  m.,  being  from  the  sun  at  noon,  and  a.  m.,  time 
sights  in  the  position  of  the  vigia,  (the  longitude  in  the  abstract  is 
derived  from  the  p.  m.  sights  for  chronometers  corrected  back  from 
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Porto  Praya,)  furled  all  sail,  took  temperature  observations  from  the 
vessel,  and  lowered  a  whale-boat  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Lee 
and  Mr.  Hall  to  sound  with  the  fishing-line  unwaxed.  The  reel  got 
loose  on  its  spindle  and  stopped  running  when  1,560  fathoms  of  Ime 
were  out.  The  line  came  up  freely  when  pulled ;  supposed  it  had 
parted  before  the  shot  (4  of  321  bs.)  reached  bottom. 

November  27,  1851. 

Laiitude  25©  30'  0"  iV.,  ©  m.  /  longitude  37o  42'  43"  W.,  ©  p.  m. 

Boat  sounding. — Lieut.  Commanding  Lee  and  Mr.  Hall. 


Fttboms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

A.    tn. 

s. 

m.    s. 

h,    tn. 

s. 

tn.    i. 

Gut 

5    19 

0 

900 

5    31 

25 

1    5^ 

100 

5    19 

48 

0    48 

1,000 

0      0 

0 

0      0* 

200 

5    30 

43 

0    55 

1,100 

5    35 

0 

3    35^ 

900 

5    21 

48 

1      5 

1,200 

5    37 

20 

2    20 

400 

5    23 

0 

1     12 

1,300 

5    40 

0 

2    40 

500 

5    24 

25 

1    25 

1,400 

0      0 

0 

0      0 

GOO 

5    25 

55 

1    30 

1,500 

0      0 

0 

0      0 

700 

5    27 

40 

1     45 

1,560 

5    44 

40 

4    40 

800 

5    29 

30 

1    50 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  25m.  40s. ;  no  bottom. 

We  have  tried  three  shot,  but  found  that  tliis  weight,  with  the  motion 
of  the  boat,  parts  the  line  quickly.  The  patent  log  is  not  atken  up 
until  the  end  of  a  watch,  unless  the  course  is  changed,  or  an  observa- 
tion is  made  in  the  mean  time.  When  taken  up  allowance  is  made  for 
the  time  it  is  out  of  water. 

At  night  left  for  Gombaud's  vigia. 

November  28. — Passed  a  brig.  Saw  much  sea-weed,  apparently 
fresh.  At  1  p.  m.  furled  sail,  look  temperatures,  and  lowered  a  boat 
for  Mr.  Renshaw  to  get  a  deep  sea  sounaing  with  the  unwaxed  fishing- 
line.  Wind  light,  swell  moderate,  with  slight  toppling  sea.  Ist  trial, 
the  line  parted  when  450  fathoms  were  out,  whilst  running  smoothly 
with  three  shot,  (32s.)  2d  trial,  Une  parted  at  1,000  fathoms,  and  when 
running  slow  with  one  shot. 

2 
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SECOND  TRIAL. 


November  28,  1851. 


JLatiivde  25°  04'  O"  N.,  Q  m.;  longitude  36o  12'  53"  W.,  Q  p.  m. 


Boat  sounrDuro. — ^Mr.  Renshaw. 


FathonuL 

Time  P.  M. 

Intenrala. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intarvab. 

h,    m.    8» 

m.    8, 

h,    tn.    8, 

m.    8. 

StarUd... 

1    38    43 

600 

1    49    15 

2    40 

100 

1    39    15 

0    32 

700 

0      0      0 

0      0 

200 

1    40    29 

1     14 

800 

1    55    32 

6    17 

300 

1    42    11 

1    42 

900 

1    58    49 

3    17 

400 

1    44      9 

1    58 

1,000 

2      2    15 

3    96 

.500 

1    46    35 

2    26 

Line  parted ;  time  nmning,  23m.  32$. ;  no  bottom. 

3d  trial  the  line,  with  two  32-pound  shot,  parted,  when  800  fathoms 
were  out,  at  about  250  fathoms  below  the  surface* 


THIRD  TRIAL. 


NOVBMBBR   28,    1851. 

Latitude  25©  04'  0"  N.,  ©  m.;  longitude  36o  12'  53"  W.,  ©  p.  m. 


Boat  bounding. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intenrak. 

Started... 
100 
200 
300 
400 

h,    m     f. 
2    26    48 
0      0      0 
0      0      0 
2    30    15 
2    32      2 

tn.    s. 

0      0 

0  0 
3    27 

1  47 

500 
600 
700 
Parted... 

A.    in.    8» 
2    34      2 
2    36      3 
2    38    20 
2    40    35 

m.    a. 
2      0 
2      1 
2    17 
2    15 

Time  running,  ]3m.  47s. ;  no  bottom. 

In  hauling  this  end  in,  considerable  resistance  was  felt ;  the  fracture 
was  found  to  be  at  a  weak  place  in  the  line.  Mr.  Renshaw  then  tried 
currents,  but  thinks  that  the  boat  and  pot  drifted  off  from  the  leaded 
block  and  inflated  nipper  bags  to  whicn  it  was  suspended. 

November  29. — The  constant  swell  we  have  experienced  from  the 
northward,  and  northward  and  westward,  indicates  the  prevalence  of 
heavy  blows  from  those  quarters.  At  7h.  30m.  a.  m  a  rainbow  came 
down  in  a  squall  of  small  rain  from  NW.,  to  within  a  cable's  length  of 
the  vessel ;  tne  inner  bow  was  a  perfect  arch,  altitude  of  its  centre  23^ ; 
the  angle  between  its  extremities  was  76o.  The  outer  bow  was  only 
visible  in  its  extremities.     The  angular  distance  between  the  bows  was 
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10^.  Saw  a  vessel ;  noticed  but  little  sea- weed ;  swell  from  northward 
and  westward  12  feet  high.  At  lOh.  a.  m.  crossed  the  eastern  limit 
(according  to  Laurie's  Memoir)  of  the  Sargasso  sea.  The  Dolphm's 
log-book  and  e[eneral  track  chart  for  the  cruise,  show  that  there  is  no 
good  reason  either  in  regard  to  the  deposite  of  sea-weed  or  flow  of  cur- 
rents, for  limiting  the  Sargasso  sea  to  that  part  of  the  Atlantic  lying  be- 
tween the  parallels  of  18^  and  37o  N.,  and  the  meridians  of  33o  and  43° 
W.  It  would  appear  more  reasonable  to  extend  this  supposed  eddy  and 
receptacle  of  dnft  to  the  entire  central  part  of  the  North  Atlantic,  within 
the  margins  of  the  polar,  equatorial,  and  Gulf  stream  currents  which 
sunx)und  it.  Last  night,  whilst  passing  to  the  southward  and  near  the 
intersection  of  26°  north  latitude  and  35^  west  longitude,  from  whence 
Mauiy*s  average  limit  of  the  NE.  trade  winds  for  November  makes  an 
elbow  extending  NW.  and  E.,  the  wind,  which  had  been  moderate 
fix)m  SW.,  became  strong  (6)  and  unsteady;  hauled  round  by  the 
way  of  west  to  NNE.  by  noon,  and  became  moderate,  (4,)  and  by  mid- 
night became  steady  at  NE.,  confirming,  in  a  remarkable  manner, 
Maury's  northern  limit  of  the  NE.  trades. 

November  30. — At  6h.  50m.  a.  m.  furled  all  sail,  took  temperature, 
got  a  specimen  of  water  at  600  fathoms ;  sounded  from  whale  boat, 
(Lieutenant  Commanding  Lee  and  Mr.  Hall.)  The  sea  was  perfectly 
smooth  on  the  surface,  but  there  was  a  large,  long,  flat  swell  from  the 
northward  and  westward. 

This  is  the  best  day  we  have  yet  had  for  sounding.  Made  several 
casts  from  the  boat  with  unwaxed  fishing  line :  IsC  trial,  the  fishing  line, 
with  three  32s,  parted  at  300  fathoms.  2d  trial,  line  not  doubled,  parted 
with  two  shot  at  starting.  3d  trial,  line  doubled  for  15  fathoms,  parted 
with  two  shot  at  650  fathoms. 


THIRD  TRIAL. 


NoVBlfBER  30,   1851. 


LaHtude  23o  42^  12^  iV.,  ©  m.;  longitude  32©  39^  0"  W.,  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  fouvDurG. — ^LiEmr.  Commanding  Lee  and  Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intervals. 

hm    vn. 

f. 

m.    s. 

h,    m. 

s. 

m.    a. 

Stalled... 

8      2 

10 

400 

8      6 

44 

1    34 

100 

8      2 

48 

0    38 

500 

8      8 

30 

1    46 

200 

8      3 

50 

1      2 

600 

8    10 

30 

2      0 

300 

8      5 

10 

1    20 

649 

8    11 

30 

1      0 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  9m.  20s. 

4th  trial,  used  one  shot;  the  reel  turned  clear,  and  everything  was 
&vorabIe  for  getting  a  good  cast.  At  2,180  fathoms  the  Ime  running 
veiy  slow,  checked  it  to  try  currents,  but  the  line  soon  became  very 
taut,  and  parted  after  a  single  trial  had  been  made,  showing  the  sur- 
&ce  current  to  set  ENE.  A  of  a  knot  per  hour. 
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FOURTH  TRIAL. 


November  30,  1851. 


Latitude  23©  42'  12"  A^.,  ©  m.;  longitude  32o  39'  (T  W.,  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  sounding. — ^Liect.  Commanding  Lee  and  Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Interyalfl. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Inteirals. 

A.    tn. 

s. 

m.    s. 

A.     fll. 

8. 

m.    5. 

Startod... 

8    14 

32 

1,130 

8    46 

10 

3    55 

30 

8    15 

5 

0    33 

1,230 

8    50 

20 

4    10 

130 

8    16 

20 

1    15 

1,330 

8    54 

30 

4    10 

230 

8    18 

5 

1    45 

1,430 

8    59 

10 

4    40 

330 

8    20 

10 

2      5 

1,530 

9      3 

35 

4    25 

430 

8    22 

51 

2    41 

1,630 

9      8 

16 

4    41 

530 

8    25 

8 

2    17 

4,730 

9    12 

59 

4    43 

630 

8    28 

20 

3    12 

1,830 

9    17 

49 

4    50 

730 

8    31 

30 

3    10 

1,930 

9    22 

42 

4    53 

830 

8    34 

50 

3    20 

2,030 

9    27 

39 

4    57 

930 

8    38 

30 

3    40 

2,130 

9    32 

42 

5      3 

1,030 

8    42 

15 

3    45 

2,180 

1 

9    35 

38 

2    56 

Bottom ;  time  running,  Ih.  21m.  Ss. 

Then  anchored  the  boat  with  an  iron  pot  and  80  fathoms  cable,  but 
could  not  perceive  any  current.  The  ti  ansparency  of  the  sea  was  ob- 
served with  advantage ;  the  sea  was  smooth,  the  weather  clear  and 
calm,  and  the  block  newly  painted-  We  are  now  becalmed  within  the 
northern  edge  of  the  NE.  trades. 

5th  trialy  doubled  the  hne  for  the  first  200  fathoms,  and  used  two 
32-pound  shot  put  on  30  fathoms  apart.  At  2,200  fathoms  the  line 
stopped  running,  and  when  several  fathoms  had  been  hauled  in  it  be- 
came taut  and  parted.  The  officer  and  petty  officers  in  the  boat  thought 
we  had  bottom.  This  sounding  verified  the  previous  sounding  with 
one  shot.  Used  this  cast  a  nipper  bag  without  nipper,  but  a  small 
bull's  eye  instead. 
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FIFTH  TRIAL. 


November  30,  1851. 


Latkude  23o  4V  12"  N..  ©  m. ;  longitude  32©  39'  5*  W.,  Q 

Boat  soukding. — ^Luut.  Commakding  Lee  and  Mr.  Hall. 


a*  At* 


jP*  171* 


FathoniB. 


Time  A.  M. 


A* 

m. 

8. 

Started... 

27 

30 

100 

28 

6 

200 

29 

19 

300 

30 

47 

400 

32 

29 

500 

34 

22 

GOO 

36 

19 

700 

38 

28 

800 

40 

47 

900 

43 

16 

1,000 

45 

46 

1,100 

48 

25 

IniervalB. 

m. 

9, 

0 

36 

13 

28 

42 

53 

57 

2 

9 

2 

19 

2 

29 

2 

30 

2 

39 

Fathoms. 


1,200 
1,300 
1,400 
1,500 
1,600 
1,700 
1,800 
1,900 
2,000 
2,100 
2,200 
2,214 


Time  A.  M. 


h,  nt.  8m 

11  51  15 

11  54  12 

11  57  22 

12  0  34 
12  3  55 
12  7  22 
12  10  51 
12  14  37 
12  18  16 
12  22  3 
12  25  55 
12  26  40 


Intenrali. 


tn.    8, 
2    50 


2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 


57 
10 
12 
21 
27 
29 
46 
39 
47 
52 


0  45 


Line  stopped;  bottom  at  2,200;  time  running,  59m.  lOs. 

Gth  trial,  used  three  32-pound  shot  with  a  view  to  further  verifica- 
tion. Line  tripled  100  fathoms,  and  doubled  400  fathoms.  At  1,200 
fathoms  it  parted,  which  was  distinctly  felt,  and  the  reel  stopped  run- 
ning. 

SIXTH  TRIAL. 


November  30,  1851. 


Latitude  23^  41'  12^  N.y  ©  m./  longitude  32©  39'  5"  W.,  Q  p.  m. 

Boat  boitiidikg. — ^Lieut.  Commakdino  Lek  akd  Mr.  Hall. 


Fttbomi. 


Started. 
100 
200 

aoo 

400 
500 
000 


Time  P.  M. 


h,  m.  8. 

2  29  217 

2  29  32 

2  30  38 

2  31  51 

2  33  25 

2  35  3 

2  36  40 


Intervals. 

m. 

8, 

0 

n 

6 

13 

34 

38 

37 

Fathoms. 


700 

800 

900 

1,000 

1,100 

1,200 


Time  P.  M. 


h. 

m. 

9. 

m. 

8. 

2 

38 

32 

1 

52 

2 

40 

22 

1 

50 

2 

42 

22 

2 

0 

2 

44 

25 

2 

3 

2 

46 

29 

2 

4 

2 

48 

41 

2 

12 

Intervals. 


Line  parted ;  time  runnin|^,  19m.  20$. 
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Ith  tried,  with  two  32-pound  shot,  the  line  parted  at  800  fathoms. 


SEVENTH  TRIAL. 


NOVEMBBB  30,    1851. 


Latkvde  23©  41'  12*  N.,  Q  m.;  longitude  32°  39"  5'  W.,  © 


CL»  ffl* 


Boat  sounding. — ^Libut.  Coumakding  Leb. 


F&thomi. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

h,    nt. 

«. 

m.    t. 

».   ffi. 

9. 

m.    s. 

Suited... 

3      9 

0 

500 

3    15 

30 

1    40 

100 

3      9 

50 

0    50 

600 

3    17 

26 

1    56 

200 

3    10 

55 

1      5 

700 

3    19 

28 

2      2 

300 

3    12 

16 

1    21 

800 

3    20 

20? 

0    52? 

400 

3    13 

50 

1    34 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  11m.  20s. ;  no  bottom. 

Saw  two  "fin-back"  whales  playing  around  us  whilst  we  were 
sounding,  and  one  passed  very  near  the  line.  Caught  a  dolphin,  our 
first  piscatory  prize.  The  last  of  the  vegetables  laid  in  for  the  crew  at 
New  York,  more  than  two  months  since,  were  issued  to  them  this  day: 
Our  stock  consisted  of  916  pounds  of  Irish  potatoes,  and  234  pounds  of 
onions ;  one  pound  of  vegetables  for  each  man  three  times  a  week,  in 
lieu  of  a  portion  of  the  salt  ration  of  equal  value.  These  anti-scorbu- 
tics, and  the  oil-cloth  clothes,  and  sea  boots,  which  the  crew  were  en- 
couraged to  get  in  New  York,  have  kept  the  men  in  excellent  health, 
notwithstanding  the  remarkable  succession  of  bad  weather  which  we 
have  gone  through. 

Gombaud's  Rock. 

December  1  and  2. — Sounding  and  searching  for  Gombaud's  rock  in- 
"  latitude  23©  15'  N.,  and  longitude  32©  25'  W.,"  as  given  in  Laurie's 
Memoir  of  the  Atlantic,  London,  1845,  p.  468,  where  it  is  said : 

"  According  to  M.  Fleurieu  this  danger  was  first  seen  in  1764,  having 
been  discovered  by  Gombaud,  the  commander  of  a  merchant  vessel  of 
Rochelle.  Upon  this  authority,  and  this  alone^  it  has  been  continued, 
and  its  existence  is,  therefore,  doubtful." 

December  1. — ^At  3h.  p.  m.,  being  from  good  observations  of  the  sun 
to-day  in  the  position  assigned  this  vigia,  furled  sail,  took  temperature 
observations  from  the  brig,  and  lowered  a  boat  for  Mr.  Hall  to  get  a 
deep  sea  sounding,  who  made  signal  at  4  p.  m.  that  he  had  got  bottom ; 
the  line  had  ran  prettily  to,  and  stopped  suddenly  at  2,200  fathoms. 
The  sea  was  smooth,  air  light;  used  two  32-poimd  shot;  line  tripled 
first  100  fathoms,  doubled  to  400  fathoms,  and  unwaxed. 
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Liuilude  23°  15'  3'  N.,  ©  m. ;  loHgitude  32°  24'  32*  W.,  Q  p.  m. 


Boat  souwding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathomt. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intenrals. 

F&thoms. 

Tim«P. 

M. 

Inteirali. 

A.     HI.      S» 

m.    s. 

Kt    m. 

8. 

m.    8, 

SUrtad... 

3      9    15 

1,300 

3    37 

13 

3      6 

100 

3    10      8 

0    53 

1,400 

3    40 

20 

3      7 

200 

3    11    23 

1     15 

1,500 

3    43 

44 

3    24 

900 

3    12    53 

1    30 

1,600 

3    47 

6 

3    22 

400 

3    14    37 

1    44 

1,700 

3    50 

31 

3    25 

500 

3    16    35 

1    58 

1,800 

3    54 

16 

3    45 

600 

3    18    39 

2      4 

1,900 

3    57 

55 

3    39 

700 

3    20    52 

2    13 

2,000 

4      1 

45 

3    50 

800 

3    23    15 

2    23 

2,100 

4      5 

50 

3    55 

900 

3    25    45 

2    30 

2,200 

4    10 

19 

4    39 

1,000 
1,100 

3    28    31 
3    31    20 

2    46 

2    49 

2,300 

4    32 

30 

22    11 

1,200 

3    34      7 

2    47 

Time  running,  Ih.  Im.  4j.  ;  Bottom  at  2,200  ikthoms. 

The  line  is  most  apt  to  twist  off  near  the  shot;  after  the  shot  is  a  few 
hundred  fathoms  below  the  surface,  the  line  bears  the  motion  of  the 
boat  better  than  at  starting.  At  5h.  p.  m.  made  sail.  At  8  p.  m.,  hav- 
ing run  the  extent  of  our  radius'of  vision  at  6  p.  m.,  shortened  sail  for 
the  night. 

December  2. — Continued  soimding  and  searching  for  the  vigia;  no 
appearance  of  any  danmr  visible  either  yesterday  or  to-day.  Saw 
some  sea- weed.  Picked  up  a  corked  bottle  containing  no  curi  ent  pa- 
per, but  smelling  of  wine.  Threw  over  a  sealed  bottle  (previously 
painted  white,  and  dry  outside  and  in)  containing  our  noon  position. 
A  large  flat  swell  from  northward  and  westward. 

December  3. — Saw  three  sail  to-day,  and  some  sea-weed  in  line  with 
.the  wind.  At  2  p.  m.  furled  sail  and  took  temperature  observations. 
The  trade  winds,  which  we  took  in  24Jo  N.  and  34^  W.,  died  out, 
when  we  had  run  about  120  miles  to  the  southward  and  eastward ; 
th^  sprung  up  again  on  the  second  day,  but  from  the  southward  of  east, 
and  we  did  not  lose  them  again,  though  we  ran  north  to-day  nearly  to 
the  latitude  at  which  we  found  them  on  the  29th. 

December  4. — Saw  one  sail.  Heavy  sea  from  the  northward  and 
eastward,  which  overrides  the  tenacious  northward  and  northward  and 
westward  swell,  of  which  we  have  had  so  much.     No  sea-weed. 

December  5. — ^At  Ih.  35m.  p.  m.,  with  all  sail  furled,  yards  squared, 
&c.,  took  temperature  soundings.     Saw  a  ri^ht  whale. 

December  6. — ^At  9h.  50m.  a.  m.  furled  sad,  &c. ;  took  temperature 
observations,  and  tried  to  sound  from  a  boat,  but  the  line  soon  parted, 
as  the  sea  was  short  and  irregular,  and  the  boat  very  uneasy.  No  sea- 
weed to-day.  Saw  large  quantities  of  flying  fish,  whose  flight  was  to 
the  Dcnthward  and  eastward — ^to  windward. 

December  7,  Sunday. — CaUed  the  ojScers  and  crew  to  muster,  and 
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Mr.  Renshaw  read  (in  his  turn)  the  articles  of  war.  At  lOh.  30m.  a. 
m.  laid  to  with  furlea  sail  and  squared  yards;  took  temperature  sound- 
ings on  board ;  made  a  deep  sea  cast  from  a  boat,  when  Mr.  Hall 
fot  bottom  at  1,970  fathoms  with  unwaxed  fishuig  line,  and  one 
2-pound  shot. 

December  7,  1851. 

Latitude  18^  39'  26"  A^.,  O  m.;  longitude  25©  24'  16"  JF.,  ©  a.  m. 

Boat  bounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathomi. 


Started . . . 

100 

200 

300 

400 

500 

600 

700 

800 

900 
1,000 


Time  A.  M. 


h.  fn,  8. 

10  48  27 

10  49  34 

10  51  17 

10  53  31 

10  56  0 

10  58  42 


11 
11 
11 


1 

4 

7 


11    11 


35 
35 
50 
10 


11    14    40 


IntervalB. 

m. 

s. 

1 

7 

1 

43 

2 

14 

2 

29 

2 

42 

2 

53 

3 

0 

3 

15 

3 

20 

3 

30 

Fathoms. 


1,100 
1,200 
1,300 
1,400 
1,500 
1,600 
1,700 
1,800 
1,900 
1,970 


Time  A.  M. 


h,  tn.  s. 

11  18  35 

11  22  44 

11  26  35 

11  30  33 

11  35  0 

11  39  5 

11  43  40 

11  48  8 

11  52  54 

11  56  20 


Intervals. 


m.    s. 

3    55 


4 
3 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 


9 
51 
58 
27 

5 
35 
28 
46 
26 


Bottom ;  time  running,  Ih.  7m.  539. 

[This  line,  which  had  been  examined  and  measured  at  New  York, 
had  just  been  carefully  re-examined  on  board  in  consequence  of  the 
line  used  on  the  30tn  ultimo  having  parted  so  often,  and  a  bad  place 
had  to  be  cut  out  for  about  every  ten  fathoms.  The  splices  made  at 
each  cut  increased  the  friction.]     The  sea  was  irregular  and  toppling; 

Sulled  lightly  with  one  oar  on  each  side  to  keep  the  line  running  up  and 
own :  up  to  600  fathoms  often  checked  the  reel,  to  prevent  its  deliver- 
ing the  line  too  fast  as  the  boat's  bow  rose  to  the  sea,  when  the  line 
would  kink  and  sometimes  reel  up  the  wrong  way ;  after  that  helped 
the  shot  all  the  time  by  pulling  the  line  off  the  reel  as  in  heaving  the 
log.  It  was  too  fresh  and  rough  to  try  currents.  At  Oh.  30m.  p.  m. 
made  sail,  and  ran  about  30  miles,  when  laid  to  under  bare  poles,  and 
took  temperature  soundings  from  the  brig,  and  a  deep  sea  cast  from  the 
boat;  Mr.  Hall  got  bottom  this  time  at  1,675  fathoms,  with  two  32- 
pound  shot,  unwaxed  line. 
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DECBlfBER   7,  1851. 

Lmvde  18°  19*  14'  N.,  O  ro. ;  longitude  25°  05'  10"  W.,  Q  p.  m. 

Boat  soukding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intenrals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

h.    m.    s. 

m.    s. 

h.    tn.     s. 

tft.     8. 

Started . . . 

4      5      0 

900 

4    21     14 

2    21 

100 

4      5    53 

0    53 

1,000 

4    23    40 

2    26 

200 

4      7      8 

1     15 

1,100 

4    26    17 

2    37 

300 

4      8    39 

1    31 

1,200 

4    29    54 

3    37 

400 

4    10    20 

1    41 

1,300 

0      0      0 

0      0 

50O 

4     12    15 

1    55 

1,400 

4    36    19 

6    25 

600 

4     14      2 

1    47 

1,500 

4    39    35 

3    16 

700 

4    16      3 

2      1 

1,600 

4    42    56 

3    21 

800 

4    18    53 

2    50 

1,675 

4    46      6 

3    10 

Bottom ;  time  running,  41m.  69. 

Restrained  the  turning  of  the  reel  up  to  300  fathoms ;  used  no  fric- 
tioD,  but  occasionally  assisted  its  turning  between  300  and  500  fathoms, 
and  all  the  time  after  that.  Kept  the  boat  up  so  that  the  line  would 
run  up  and  down  by  continually  pulling  slightly  with  two  oars.  After 
sounding  broke  the  line.  Whilst  returning  on  board  found,  by  heaving 
the  log  from  the  boat,  that  the  bare  brig  had  drifted  one  mile  to  lee- 
ward in  one  hour.  Saw  a  large  number  of  flying  fish  and  small  sea 
birds  to-day. 

December  8. — Saw  a  great  many  flying  fish  scared  up  by  the  vessel,  and 
some  Mother  Carey's  chickens.  At  4h.  20m.  p.  m.  furled  sail  and  took 
deep  sea  temperatures ;  the  lines  came  in  slowly,  and  at  a  great  in- 
clination ;  it  took  7 J  minutes  to  sink  the  cylinder  400  fathoms,  and  Ih. 
30m.  to  get  it  in  with  the  winch ;  which  machine  has  the  advantage  of 
keeping  the  men's  clothing  dry,  but  gives  the  result  so  slowly  as  to  in- 
jure the  observations ;  it  is  much  quicker  work  to  haul  in  the  line  by 
hand ;  but  besides  making  the  men  wet  and  sick,  in  deep  casts,  their 
hands  become  soft:  and  torn  by  the  wet  line,  which  is  stifl*  from  the 
strain  upon  it. 

December  9. — Saw  two  sails,  one  of  them  a  Neapolitan  ship.  Saw 
many  flying  fish.  Passed  a  large  piece  of  timber ;  some  sea  birds  were 
upon  and  around  it.  The  spindle  of  the  binnacle  compass  became  loose, 
screwed  it  tight.  Too  rough  to  lower  a  boat.  Find  it  diflScult  to  work 
this  brig,  now  light,  with  a  rough  bow  sea  in  twelve  points ;  four  pick- 
ed men  do  all  the  steering,  and  constant  vigilance  is  used  to  have  them 
steer  accurately  and  to  prevent  drift,  from  steering  too  close  to  the  wind, 
which  would  vitiate  the  results  of  the  comparisons  required  for  ascer- 
taining the  set  and  rate  of  the  current.  In  working  up  make  no  allow- 
ance to  the  courses  steered  and  distance  run,  except  for  carefully  ob- 
8er\'ed  leeway  and  variation.  [Under  this  system  the  interesting  result 
has  been  conspicuously  disclosed,  (see  our  general  track  chart  and 
abstract  logy)  that  what  is  commonly  called  current  is  only  drift  or 
fee-set.    In  time,  with  careM  navigation,  practical  tables  may  be  tnade^ 
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showing  the  correction,  icom  this  cause,  of  the  run  for  all  parts  of  the 
sea,  according  to  the  weather,  the  class  of  vessel,  and  when  going  free, 
or  fiill  and  byj 

December  10. — ^At  9h.  20m.  a.  m.  brought  by  the  wind  under  bare 
poles ;  took  temperature  soundings  from  the  vessel,  and  a  deep  sea  cast 
from  the  boat;  Mr.  Hall  reports  that  he  certainly  got  bottom  at  1,612 
fathoms,  with  two  32-pound  shot,  unwaxed  line.  The  sea  was  long 
and  tolerably  regular. 

Dbcbmber  10,  1851. 

Latitude  18°  11'  23"  JV.,  ©  m.;  longitude  23©  48^  28'  W.,  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intenrals. 

h.    tyi. 

8. 

m.    s. 

A.     1ft. 

«. 

m.    9. 

Started... 

9    54 

17 

900 

10    10 

37 

3    30 

100 

9    55 

13 

0    55 

1,000 

10    13 

0 

3    33 

200 

9    56 

38 

1     16 

1,100 

10    15 

40 

2    40 

300 

9    58 

0 

1    33 

1,300 

10    18 

18 

3    38 

400 

9    59 

45 

1    45 

1,300 

10    31 

10 

2    53 

500 

10      1 

38 

1    53 

1,400 

10    33 

47 

3    37 

600 

10      3 

39 

3      1 

1,500 

10    36 

35 

3    48 

700 

10      5 

50 

3    11 

1,600 

10    39 

40 

3      5 

800 

10      8 

7 

3    17 

1,613 

10    30 

15 

0    35 

Bottom ;  time  running,  35m.  58s. 

December  11. — ^At  9  a.  m.,  with  furled  sail,  got  temperature  observa- 
tions, and  made  a  deep  sea  cast  from  a  boat,  when  Mr.  Hall  got  bot- 
tom at  1,370  fathoms;  used  two  32-pound  shot,  and  unwaxed  line. 
The  boat  took  in  much  water,  as  the  sea,  though  small,  was  broken. 

December  11,  1851. 

Latitude  17o  34'  31"  N.,  O  m.;  longitude  22o  bff  27"  W.,  O  a.  m. 

Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A.  M. 

Intenrals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A.  M. 

Intervals. 

».    in.    9. 

m.    s. 

».    lit.    f. 

m.    9. 

Started... 

9    38    30 

800 

9    41    45 

3    11 

100 

9    39    35 

1      5 

900 

9    44      0 

2    15 

•  300 

9    30    50 

1    15 

1,000 

9    46    39 

3    39 

300 

9    33    18 

1    38 

1,100 

9    49      3 

3    34 

400 

9    33    53 

1    35 

1,300 

9    51    49 

2    46 

500 

9    35    36 

1    43 

1,300 

9    54    43 

2    53 

600 

9    37    35 

1    59 

1,370 

9    56    53 

2    10 

700 

9    39    34 

1    59 

Bottom ;  time  running,  28ni.  22$. 
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The  last  four  casts  show  that  we  can  sound  whenever  it  is  not  too 
rough  to  manage  a  boat,  and  that  the  size  of  Une  we  have  will  carry 
two  32^pound  shot  when  free  of  weak  places.  During  the  last  five 
casts  the  nipper  bag  has  been  dispensed  with,  and  substituted  a  small 
siDOOth  bull's  eye  held  in  the  hand;  the  line  would  get  foul  in  the 
roller  of  the  nipper,  and  the  nipper  bag  would  drift  off,  and  prevent 
our  seeing  that  the  line  ran  up  and  down.  At  lOh.  45m.  a.  m.  dis- 
covered the  island  of  SaL  At  noon,  the  peak  of  Martinez  bore  S.  43^ 
W.  by  the  azimuth  compass,  mounted  on  its  stand  above  the  steering 
compass. 

December  12. — ^At  7h.  a.  m.  a  large  shole  of  porpoises  came  from  the 
southward  and  westward ;  saw  a  bonita  jump  out  of  water  when  chased 
by  them;  they  played  round  the  brig,  until  one  of  them  was  struck 
inth  the  harpoon  and  esc£uped,  when  they  all  left  and  went  off  to  the 
iiorthward  and  eastward— to  windward.  Saw  quantities  of  flying  fish, 
azul  a  Danish  vessel. 

December  13. — ^At  Oh.  42m.  p.  m.  brought  by  the  wind  and  furled  all 
sail  Took  temperature  soundmgs  &om  the  bng,  and  a  deep  sea  sound- 
ing from  a  whaie  boat,  using  unwaxed  line.  The  sea  was  smooth,  and 
the  breeze  (5)  firesh. 


Decebiber  13,  1851. 
Latitude  16^  2ff  31"  N.j  0  m.;  longitude  20o  58'  r  W.j  0 

Boat  sounduto. — Mr.  Hall. 


d.  HI. 


p.  m» 


Ftthoim. 

Time  P.  M. 

Inteirals. 

FathoniB. 

Time  P.  M. 

Inieryali. 

».   m.    $, 

m.    f. 

M*         Wv*           0* 

m,   s. 

Slirted... 

1      2    40 

1,100 

1    23    44 

2    35 

100 

1      3    35 

0    55 

1,200 

1    26    26 

2    42 

200 

1      4    50 

1    15 

1,300 

1    29    15 

2    49 

300 

1      6    25 

1    35 

1,400 

1    32    10 

2    55 

400 

1      8      7 

1    42 

1,500 

1    35    10 

3      0 

500 

1    10      0 

1    53 

1,600 

1    38    16 

3      6 

600 

1    12      0 

2      0 

1,700 

1    41    25 

3      9 

700 

1    14      2 

2      2 

1,800 

1    44    42 

3    17 

800 

1    16    19 

2    17 

1,900 

1    48    10 

3    28 

900 

1    18    31 

2    12 

1,944 

1    49    14 

1      4 

1,000 

1    21      9 

2    38 

Bottom ;  time  nmning,  4Sni.  34t. 

Mr.  Hall  reports  that  he  was  making  the  cast  with  his  own  hands, 
when  the  two  32-pound  shot  struck  bottom  at  1,941  fathoms ;  he  felt 
it  instantaneously,  and  that  after  waiting  ten  minutes  for  the  boat  to 
settle  to  the  shot  and  line,  he  hove  the  log,  having  the  oars  laid  in,  and 
foond  the  surface  current,  from  the  mean  of  12  agreeing  trials,  to  set 
E8E.  A  of  a  knot  per  hour,  the  boat  heading  between  N.  and  NNE., 
and  the  wind  being  NE.  by  E.,  which  he  thought  prevented  its  swing- 
ing. The  under  currents  were  tried  by  heaving  the  log,  having  the 
mi  square  leaded  block  suspended  at  the  given  depth  to  two  innated 
canvas  nipper  hatgs,  and  the  log  line  made  fast  to  a  stray  line  secured 
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tx>  the  block.  The  fishing-line  cable  pa  i  ted  before  these  observations 
were  entirely  completed.  Though  unfavorable,  this  has  been  the  best 
day  we  have  had  for  taking  current  observations  since  November  30; 
the  observations  are  doubtless  effected  by  drift,  or  settling  of  boat.  No 
appearance  of  tide  rips,  or  any  disturbance  or  discoloration  of  the  water 
{nitherto  supposed  to  prevail  hereabouts]  was  visible  during  the  day. 

December  14. — ^At  7h.  35m.  a.  m.  saw  many  flying  fish,  and  some 
petrel.  The  sea  looked  disturbed  on  its  surface.  At  8h.  40m.  a.  m. 
clewed  up,  furled,  and  laid  to ;  took  temperature  soundings  fi'om  the 
brig,  and  deep  sea  soundings  from  a  boat,  with  the  unwaxed  fishing 
line.  The  transparency  observed  fi*om  the  vessel  was  obtained  with  a 
66-pound  lead,  and  also  with  a  foot  square  block  leaded  at  the  bottom ; 
both  were  painted  white :  the  former  was  not  visible  below  9,  and  the 
latter  below  15  fathoms.  This  block,  unless  otherwise  mentioned,  was 
always  used  for  obtaining  the  transparency.  The  smoothness  or  rough- 
ness of  tlie  sea,  and  the  degree  of  whiteness  of  the  block,  the  paint  on 
which  soon  becomes  somewhat  discolored,  always  affects  this  obser- 
vation. 

Mr.  Hall  reported,  on  the  first  trial,  his  line  parted  with  two  shot 
when  600  fathoms  were  out. 


FIRST  TRIAL. 


December  14,  1851. 


Latitude  16©  34'  10"  N.,  0  m.;  longitude  20o  47  36"  W.,  Q  a.  m. 


Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


■  Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intenrali. 

h.    m. 

5. 

m.    s. 

h.    m. 

s. 

m.    s. 

Started . . . 

9     16 

50 

400 

9    22 

28 

1    47 

100 

9     17 

48 

0    58 

500 

9    24 

24 

1    56 

200 

9     19 

6 

1     18 

600 

9    26 

24 

2      0 

300 

9    20 

41 

1    35 

Line  parted  ;  time  running,  9m.  345. ;  no  bottom. 

Hauling  in  the  line  he  ascertained  that  a  bad  spot  in  the  line  had 
been  overlooked  in  the  recent  and  second  examination  of  it. 

On  the  second  trial,  with  one  shot,  sea  rough  and  combing,  but  not 
very  high,  Mr.  Hall  reports  that  he  got  bottom  at  1,875  fathoms. 
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SECOND  TRIAL. 

December  14,  1851. 
Latitude  160  34'  10"  N.,  O  m.;  longitude  20o  47  36"  W.,  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  soukding. — Mr.  Hall. 


FatlioiiM. 


Time  A.  M. 


Started. 
100 
200 
300 
400 
500 
GOO 
700 
800 
900 


h.  m.  St 

9  45  46 

9  46  44 

9  48  15 

9  50  4 

9  52  10 

9  54  30 

9  57  50 

9  59  50 

10  2  8 

10  6  10 


Intenralfl. 

Fathoms. 

m.    s. 

1,000 

0    58 

1,100 

1    31 

1,200 

1    49 

1,300  •> 

2      6 

1,400 

2    2U 

1,500 

3    20 

1,600 

2      0 

1,700 

2    18 

1,800 

4      2 

1,875 

Time  P.  M. 


h.  m.  s. 

10  9  30 

10  13  0 

10  16  35 

10  20  38 

10  25  0 

10  29  20 

10  33  41 

10  38  2 

10  42  30 

10  45  45 


Intemls. 


ttl.     8. 

3    :20 


3 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 


30 
35 
3 
22 
20 
21 
21 
28 
15 


Bottom ;  time  running,  59m.  598. 

In  the  afternoon,  sea  rough,  and  nothing  unusual  in  the  appearance 
of  the  water. 

Emily's  Rock  and  Shoal. 

December  15. — Sounding  and  searching  lor  the  Emily's  Bonetta  rock 
and  shoal.  On  the  title  leaf  of  Laurie's  Atlantic  Memoir,  London,  1845, 
this  notice  is  given : 

"  A  rock  and  shoal,  in  latitude  16o  59'  N.,  longitude  2lo  SO^  W.,  is 
stated  to  have  been  discovered  by  the  master  of  the  brig  Eviily,  of  Lon- 
don. This  rock  (which  would  be  about  85  miles  NE.  of  Bonavista)  is 
stated  to  be  about  2  feet  above  water,  and  12  yards  long,  and  of  a  gray 
color;  the  shoal  extended  from  the  rock  about  2i  cables  length,  and 
one  in  breadth,  running  due  east." 

Supplement  to  the  Globe,  September  30,  1845 : 

"This  would  seem  to  be  an  addition  to  the  oft  repeated  reports  of 
the  Bonetta  rock,  which  have  reappeared  with  such  pertinacity  as  al- 
most to  lead  to  the  belief  of  its  existence." 

At  daylight  one  sail  in  sight;  at  7h.  30m.  a.  m.  took  temperature 
soundings,  having  all  sail  furled  at  the  time.  Between  lOh.  a.  m.  and 
Oh.  20m.  p.  m.  sounded  along  the  parallel  of  this  reported  danger,  pass- 
ed over  the  position  assigned  it,  kept  a  bright  lookout  below  and  aloft, 
with  and  without  spy  .glasses,  but  saw  no  sign  of  any  rock  or  shoal. 
The  day  was  clear  and  very  favorable  for  this  examination,  and  we 
had  many  good  astronomical  observations  ;  all  of  our  positions  in  lon- 
gitude  were  corrected  by  observations  made  sliortly  afterwards  at  Porto 
Praya.  These  corrections  threw  the  deep  sea  soundings  of  to-day 
(when  Mr-  Hall  got  bottom  from  a  boat  at  1,580  fathoms,  usin^  two 
32-pound  shot,  and  the  unwaxed  fishing  line)  to  the  westward  of  our 
supposed  position  on  the  alleged  place  of  this  shoal,  (but  our  line  oi 
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soundings  ran  over  and  extended  along  its  parallel  both  east  and  west 
of  its  assigned  position.) 


December  15,  1851. 

N>j  0  m.;  longittide  21 


Boat  soukding. — Mr.  Hall. 


CL*  Tfl» 


p.  nil 


Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intenrals. 

h,    fii«     $. 

a 

m.    8. 

h,    m.    i. 

m.   s. 

Started... 

12    42    39 

900 

12    58    53 

3    18 

100 

12    43    34 

0    55 

1,000 

1      1    20 

2    27 

900 

12    44    50 

1    16 

1,100 

14      2 

3    42 

aoo 

12    46    20 

1    30 

1,200 

1      6    42 

3    40 

400 

12    48      0 

1    40 

1,300 

1      9    28 

3    46 

500 

12    50    14 

2    14 

1,400 

1    12    19 

3    51 

600 

12    52      0 

1    46 

1,500 

1     15    19 

3      0 

700 

12    54    16 

2    16 

1,580 

1    18      0 

3    41 

800 

12    56    35 

2    19 

Bottom ;  time  nmning,  35m.  2l5. 

We  were  then  running  by  the  mean  of  the  three  chronometers,  which 
appeared  (chiefly  from  the  distant  bearing  we  had  of  Martinez  peak  on 
the  11th)  to  be  most  correct.  The  mean  of  our  five  chronometers,  by 
which  our  positions  previously  had  been  determined,  proved  to  be  but 
slightly  in  error  on  the  meridian  of  Porto  Pray  a,  being  out  V  51**  of  arc 
too  far  west — ^the  proportion  of  which  correction  has  been  applied  to 
our  results  given  m  the  accompanying  abstract  log,  from  the  mean  of 
all  the  chronometers. 

When  the  sounding  was  made,  and  the  boat  settled  tjo  leeward,  the 
cross  sea  soon  broke  the  line.  The  contract  line  with  which  we  sound, 
furnished  at  New  York,  has  many  bad  places  in  it,  requiring  very  care- 
ful and  tedious  overhauling,  and  then  it  is  often  impossible  to  detect  all 
the  bad  places.  The  defective  quality  of  our  line  has  caused  the  loss 
of  many  shot,  and  many  failures  in  ^ettin^  soundings. 

December  16. — ^At  6h.  a.  m.,  with  sails  furled,  took  temperature 
soundings  from  the  brig,  and  got  bottom  from  a  boat,  (Mr.  Hall,)  at 
1,220  fathoms,  on  the  second  trial,  the  line  having  parted  on  the  first 
trial  at  700  fathoms :  used  two  32-pound  shot,  unwaxed  line,  on  each 
occasion. 
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FIRST  TRIAL. 


Dbcbmber  16,  1851. 


longitude 


Boat  soukdivc — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

1 
Time  A.  M.          Interrals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A.  M.         Intenrals. 

Suited... 
100 

aoo 

300 

k,    m.    8,               m.    8. 
6    45    54 

6    46    52               0    58 
6    48      6        '        1     14 
6    49    55        i        1    49 

400 
500 
600 
700 

A.          m.           8m 

6    51    12 
6    53    10 
6    55    13 
6    57    20 

m.         8m 

1    17 
1    58 
9      3 
3      7 

Line  parted ;  time  lumiing,  11m.  26t. ;  no  bottom. 


SECOND  TRIAL. 


Dbcbmber  16, 1851. 


Latitude  15o  24'  8*  N.j  O  m.;  longitude  2lo  46'  48"  W.y  Qa.m. 


Boat  soundiko. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

Tmie  A.  M. 

Interrals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A.  M. 

Intervals* 

A.         lit.           8m 

m.    8. 

hm        m.          8m 

m.        8m 

Started... 

7    15    53 

700 

7    27    54 

2    43 

100 

7    16    12 

0    19? 

800 

7    29    10 

1    16 

200 

7    17    22 

1    10 

900 

7    31    33 

3    33 

300 

7    18    46 

1    24 

1,000 

7    34      5 

2    33 

400 

7    20    27 

1    41 

1,100 

7    36    44 

3    39 

500 

7    23    15 

2    48 

1,200 

7    39    23 

2    39 

60O 

7    25    12 

1    57 

1,220 

7    40      0 

0    37 

Bottom ;  time  nmning,  24m.  7s. 

Saw  a  great  many  flying  fish.  At  4h.  30m.  p.  m.  again  furled  sail, 
and  took  temperatures,  and  Mr.  Hall  got  bottom  from  a  boat  at  1,380 
fSuhoms,  with  one  32-pound  shot,  unwaxed  line. 
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December  16,  1851. 
Latitude  15°  0&  20*  N.,  Q  tn.;  longitude  02°  28'  48"  fV.,  ©  p.  m. 

Boat  souyDiNO. — Mr.  Hall. 


.  Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intenrals. 

».    m.    s. 

m.    s. 

A*     fFl.      S. 

m.    s. 

Started... 

4    45      6 

800 

5      2    45 

3      0 

100 

4    46    10 

1      4 

900 

5      5    55 

3    10 

200 

4    47    52 

1    42 

1,000 

5      9    10 

3    IS 

300 

4    49    45 

1    53 

1,100 

5    12    29 

3    19 

400 

4    52      0 

2    15 

1,200 

5    16      0 

3    31 

500 

4    54    26 

2    26 

1,300 

5    19    39 

3    3d 

'600 

4    57      5 

2    39 

1,380 

5    22    50 

3    11 

700 

4    59    45 

2    40 

Bottom  ;  time  ninning,  37m.  445. 

The  surface  current,  from  six  trials  with  the  boat  anchored  by  this 
lonff  cable,  appeared  to  set  WSW.  n»  knot  per  hour ;  the  sea  was  tol- 
erably smooth  and  breeze  moderate  (4);  the  result  is  not  reliable,  from 
the  obvious  instability  of  the  assumed  stationary  point,  the  boat.  Bent 
the  cables  under  short  sail  during  the  night- 

December  17. — ^At  dayUght  saw  the  island  of  Mayo  ;  made  sail.  At 
7h.  35m.  a.  m.  furled  sail,  took  temperatures  from  brig,  and  got  bottom 
from  boat  (Mr.  Hall)  at  1,120  fathoms,  with  one  32-pound  shot,  un- 
waxed  line, 

December  17,  1851. 

Latitude  15o  08'  0"  iST.,  ©  tn.;  longitude  22o  56'  57"  W.,  ©  a.  m. 

Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A.  M. 

Interyals. 

FathomB. 

Time  A. 

M. 

IntenralB.. 

ft 

h.    m,    t. 

m.    s. 

A.    m. 

s. 

fn.    8t 

Started... 

8    16    54 

700 

8    32 

47 

2    52 

100 

8    17    55 

1      1 

800 

8    35 

4 

2    17 

200 

8    21      0 

3      5 

900 

8    38 

13 

3      9 

300 

8    22    55 

1    55 

1,000 

8    41 

52 

3    39 

400 

8    25      0 

2      5 

1,100 

8    45 

20 

3    28 

500 

8    27    22 

2    22 

1,120 

8    46 

0 

0    40 

600 

8    29    55 

2    33 

Bottom ;  time  running,  29m.  69. 

At  noon,  saw  two  sail  at  anchor  in  English  Harbor.  At  Oh.  30m.  p. 
m.^  between  Mayo  and  St.  lago,  furled  sail,  tried  temperatures,  and 
Mr.  Hall  got  bottom  from  a  boat  at  790  fathoms,  using  unwaxed  line 
and  two  32-pound  shot. 
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Latitvde  15°  02'  57"  ©  N.,  m.;  longititie  23°  12'  61'  W.,  ©  a.  m. 


Boat  souitoing. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fatliomi. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Interralfl. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intenrab. 

k.    m. 

9. 

m.    s. 

».    tfi. 

«. 

m.    i. 

Started... 

12    53 

26 

500 

1      0 

35 

I    50 

100 

0      0 

0 

0      0 

600 

1      2 

34 

1    59 

200 

12    55 

38 

2    12 

700 

1      4 

44 

2    10 

300 

12    57 

8 

1    30 

790 

1      6 

35 

1    51 

400 

12    58 

45 

1    37 

Bottom ;  time  roDning,  13m.  9*. 

At  4h.  17m.  p.  m.  anchored  at  Porto  Praya  in  7J  fathoms  water, 
sandy  bottom,  with  35  fathoms  chain,  after  a  boisterous  and  laborious 
surveying  cruise  of  71  days  from  Sandy  Hook. 

We  are  gratified  to  find  that  the  Germantown,  Captain  Nicholas, 
(the  fla^-ship  of  Commodore  Lavalette,  commanding  the  African  squad- 
ron;) the  John  Adams,  Captain  Barron;  the  Dale,  Captain  Pearson; 
and  the  Porpoise,  Captain  Lardner,  are  here,  and  the  store  ship,  just 
arrived  from  the  United  States,  from  which  we  are  to  draw  supplies. 
Several  whale  ships  recently  Eirrived  here  from  the  United  States,  com- 
plain much  of  the  severely  bad  weather  they  encountered. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Rate  the  chronometers — Sickness  at  Porto  Praya — Receive  wood,  water,  proyisions,  and 
stores — Growing  importance  of  the  Cape  de  Verde  islands  to  commerce — Leave  Porto 
Praya — Touch  at  Brava — Slave  vessel — Current  bottles — ^The  NE.  trades  die  out  on  the 
parallel  mentioned  by  Lieutenant  Maury — Unsuccessful  search  for  French  shoals — Lami- 
nous  sea  resembling  shoals— Pandora's  sounding — Doubtful* sounding  by  Ckptain  Denham, 
R.  N. — Wire  unfit  for  sounding — Sounding  with  small  waxed  fishing  line  from  a  boat  kept 
over  the  lead  recommended — Take  many  deep  sea  soundings. 

At  anchor  in  Porto  Praya,  St.  lago,  Cape  de  Verde  islands,  from 
December  18,  1851,  to  January  2,  1852. 

Mr.  Barbot,  (the  master,)  aided  by  Mr.  Mayo,  determined  the  error 
and  rates  of  the  chronometers,  by  observations  of  the  sun,  with  sextant 
and  artificial  horizon  on  the  beach  at  the  landing  on  the  northern  part 
of  Quail  island,  in  this  harbor,  in  latitude  14^  54'  N.,  and  longitude  23^ 
3(y  45"  W.  The  mean  of  our  live  chronometers,  brought  forward  by 
their  errors  and  rates  ascertained  at  New  York,  gave  the  longitude  of 
Quail  island  1'  51''iVb  in  arc  west  of  the  above  determination  given  by 
Lieutenant  Raper,  R.  N.,  in  his  admirable  work  on  navigation.  Adopt- 
ing Lieutenant  Raper's  determination,  a  correction  has  been  appliedTto 
the  determinations  made  during  the  cruize  from  New  York  here.  The 
observations  made  here  for  determining  the  deviation  of  the  compasses 
were  not  satisfactory,  as  the  fresh  and  flawy  breeze  from  over  the 
heights,  under  which  the  vessel  is  anchored,  made  it  impossible  to 
steady  her  head,  and  the  bad  holding  ground  occasioned  dragging  when 
riding  at  short  scope,  though  with  both  anchors  down. 

The  Germantown's  launch,  manned  by  kroomen,  (sometimes  written 
crewmen,)  delivered  our  wood,  water,  provisions,  and  stores.  This 
judicious  arrangement  of  Commodore  Lavalettc's  caused  the  Dolphin 
to  leave  port  with  a  healthy  crew  to  encounter  the  exposure  before  us. 
Each  man-ot-war,  of  the  African  squadron,  is  allowed  to  ship  a  few  of 
these  kroomen  on  the  coast,  a  hardy,  obliging,  and  temperate  set  of 
negroes,  who  do  all  the  drudgery  of  boat  duty  whilst  the  vessel  is  on 
the  coast,  and  rejoice  in  the  navy  ration  and  pay  they  receive  for  ser- 
vices, which,  by  preventing  the  exposure  of  our  men,  preserves  their 
health. 

The  sickness  here,  from  which  there  is  now  a  good  deal  of  mortality, 
resembles  the  coast  fever. 

By  a  general  order  of  the  squadron,  all  officers  are  prevented  from 
staying  on  shore  after  sunset ;  and  the  crows  of  our  public  vessels  are 
not  allowed  to  go  on  shore  to  frolic.  A  disregard  of  those  precautions 
had  introduced  the  fever  on  board  of  some  of  our  cruizers,  and  occa- 
sioned considerable  loss  of  life. 

Money  was  issued  to  the  Dolphin's  crew,  which  enabled  them  to 
enjoy  a  good  Christmas  dinner  on  board,  and  to  procure  some  luxuries 
to  take  to  s?a  with  them.  Two  of  our  men,  inflamed  by  their  Christmas 
frolic,  and  the  liquor  then  smuggled  on  board,  deserted  that  night  with 
our  little  metallic  life-boiit,  and  were  observed  the  next  morning  going 
to  leeward,  towards  Fogo  island. 
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Procured  some  live  stock,  fruit,  &c.,  for  issue  to  the  crew. 
The  Island  of  St.  lago  is  high,  rugged,  and  volcanic ;  it  is  barrerr,. 
except  in  the  valleys,  where  fruit,  vegetables,  and  live  stock  are  raised 
JD  quantities  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  vessels  touching  here  occasion- 
ally for  such  supplies.  This  island  affords  no  firewood ;  that  which 
we  got  was  brought  up  in  the  United  States  ship  Dale  from  Liberia. 
The  water  is  tolerably  good,  and  is  delivered*  through  pipes  at  the 
beach  for  half  a  cent  per  gallon ;  the  kroomen  float  it  off  in  casks 
through  the  surf.  The  harbor  is  not  spacious,  and  the  holding  ground 
is  Dot  good,  being  of  the  consistency  of  sand  and  ashes.  A  dry  haze* 
bangs  over  the  island,  and  the  dust  from  its  high,  dry,  and  naked  hills, 
fills  the  atmosphere  and  lands  on  board. 

Porto  Grande,  St.  Vincent's  island,  is  esteemed  the  best  bay  in  this 
group  of  islands ;  it  is  deficient  in  water.  The  English  mail  steamer, 
ruoning  between  Southampton  and  Brazil,  has  a  coal  depot  there,  and 
from  recent  causes  of  increased  exposure,  there  is  now  much  mortality 
among  the  inhabitants,  though  the  place  was  previously  considered  re- 
markable for  its  salubrity.  At  Terra fal  bay,  St.  Antonio  island,  it  is 
reported  that  there  is  plenty  of  water  and  some  wood.  The  soundings 
extend  one-third  of  a  mile  from  shore,  from  40  fathoms  at  the  edge  of 
the  bank,  to  20  fathoms  within  three-fourths  of  a  cable's  length  of  the 
surf.    This  group  of  islands  is  of  growing  importance  to  commerce. 

January  3. — ^Having  rated  the  chronometers  and  filleil  up  with  pro- 
▼isioQs  and  water,  got  underway  to  resume  the  duty  of  the  cruize,  hav- 
ing received  much  professional  assistance  and  personal  kindness  from 
our  brother  officers  of  the  African  squadron,  whilst  at  Porto  Praya. 
When  leaving  the  harbor  a  vessel  coming  in,  and  just  from  Fogo  is- 
land, informed  us  that  our  metallic  life-boat  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
custom-house  officers  there.  At  noon  furled  sail,  took  temperature 
soundings,  and  made  three  casts  for  deep  sea  soundmgs  from  a  boat, 
but  the  line  parted  at  500,  and  again  at  680  fathoms,  and  there  was  no 
more  on  the  reel  when  900  fathoms  were  run  out  on  the  third  trial; 
used  unwaxed  line,  two  32-pound  shot  the  first,  and  one  on  the  second 
and  third  trials. 


FIRST  TRIAL. 


January  3,  1852. 


Latitude  140  45'  55"  N.,  O  m.;  longitude  23©  50'  24"  W.,  Q 


Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Renshaw. 


a.  m. 


p.  m* 


Ftihonu. 

Time  P. 

r 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Interyals. 

«•    Wv« 

i. 

m.  s. 

h.    m. 

s. 

m.  f. 

9Urtad... 

12    36 

10 

400 

12    41 

10 

1  31 

100 

13  37 

8 

58 

500 

12    42 

55 

1  45 

9U0 

12  38 

16 

1  08 

600 

12  44 

44 

1  49 

300 

13  39 

39 

1  23 

680 

12  46 

03 

1  19 

line  parted;  ^merutuung,  9m.  53t, ;  no  bottom. 
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THIRD  TRIAL. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

A.    m. 

«. 

m.    s. 

' 

A.     fll. 

s. 

m.     8. 

Started... 

1    38 

07 

500 

1    47 

47 

3      34 

100 

1    39 

05 

0    58 

600 

1    51 

29 

3      42 

200 

1    40 

27 

1    22 

700 

1    54 

21 

2      52 

.300 

1    42 

13 

1    46 

800 

1    57 

28 

3        7 

400 

1    44 

13 

2      0 

900 

1    59 

40 

2      12 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  21m.  33s. ;  no  bottom. 

We  hafl  been  obliged,  at  New  York,  to  take  the  line  which  the  con- 
tractors furnished,  most  of  which  was  very  defective,  rather  than  wait 
for  months  to  get  more. 

January  4,  (Sunday.) — Called  all  hands,  mustered  the  crew,  and 
Mr.  Danels  read  the  articles  of  war  to  the  officers  and  men.  Off  the 
small  town  of  Luz,  at  mid-day,  sent  Mr.  Hall  to  wait  on  the  authorities 
and  recover  our  boat;  he  returned  with  it,  and  with  protests  made  by 
our  deserters  [who  are  now  on  the  island  of  Brava  opposite]  before  the 
United  States  consular  agent,  who  is  a  native,  in  which  they  made  oath 
that  they  were  not  American  citizens ;  that  they  had  come  a  long  way 
by  sea  in  so  small  a  boat,  because,  whilst  they  had  been  sent  below  to 
stop  a  leak  in  a  sinking  American  merchant  vessel,  to  which  they  be- 
longed, the  captain  and  mate  had  taken  the  long  boat  and  pushed  off 
with  their  effects,  leaving  them  to  their  fate.  The  object  of  this  false 
swearing  was  probably  to  prevent  arrest,  on  suspicion  of  being  deserters 
from  our  squadron  at  Porto  Praya. 

This  island  is  one  volcanic  mountain,  rising  some  9,700  feet  above 
the  sea,  and  ending  in  a  peak  with  a  crater  at  the  top  of  it,  the  erup- 
tions from  which  have  sometimes  driven  off  the  inhabitants.  We  saw 
many  small  craters  on  the  southern  and  eastern  sides,  which  are  bar- 
ren, and  deep  cut  with  gullies  made  by  the  lava.  The  western  side  is 
cultivated  around  to  the  northward  of  the  village  of  Luz.  Some  live 
stock,  fruit,  and  "vegetables  may  be  got.  The  open  anchorage  and 
landing  are  botli  bad,  and  water  is  scarce. 

January  5. — Laid  to  last  night  between  Fogo  and  Brava;  at  7  a.  m. 
hove  to  off  Oven  harbor,  a  small  cove  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  island  of 
Brava,  where  Lieutenant  Commanding  Lee,  Dr.  Gould,  and  Mr.  Maj'o 
landed ;  they  found  a  Portugese  brig  of  war,  secured  with  hawsers,  be- 
hind the  large  rock  forming  Oven  harbor,  with  a  Brazilian  slave  prize 
recently  seized  at  St.  lago,  a  beautiful  model,  (Baltimore  clipper  built,) 
which  the  man-of-war  has  come  to  conduct  to  Lislx>n.  Mounted  on 
horses  and  mules  we  climbed  this  steep  and  rugged  island,  to  the  small 
but  beautiful  level  near  its  top,  which  is  backed  by  lofty  and  well  cul- 
tivated heights.  On  this  picturesque  spot  the  governor  general  of  the 
Cape  de  Verde  islands,  Don  Fortunato  Jos6  Barreiros,  brigadier  in  the 
Portugese  army,  resides,  surrounded,  by  neighbors  with  good  farms 
and  handsome  gardens,  abounding  in  tropical  trees  and  fruits.  Break- 
fasted with  the  governor  and  his  family  at  noon,  and  were  regaled  ^ath 
some  delicious  coffee,  the  growth  of  this  island.    Learned  from  the  gov- 
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ernor  that  the  crater  of  Fogo,  in  full  view  before  him,  had  not  emitted 
anything  but  smoke  since  1847.  Thanked  the  governor  for  the  com- 
pliment he  had  shown  to  our  flag  in  having  our  men  fed  by  the  brig-of- 
war  in  the  harbor,  upon  their  report  that  they  were  just  from  a  ibun- 
dering  American  merchant  vessel,  but  desired  him  to  take  no  further 
care  of  them,  as  they  were  deserters  from  our  vessel,  had  just  fled  from 
the  harbor  on  our  approach  to  it,  and  had  recently  voluntarily  sworn 
ihat  they  were  not  American  citizens.  The  acting  consular  agent  here, 
also  a  native,  said  he  had  previously  heard  of  their  deposition  at  Luz, 
and  would  not  now  put  the  United  States  to  any  expense  on  their  ac- 
count. 

There  is  probably  no  branch  of  our  public  expenditure  which  is  more 
impolitic  and  unnecessary  than  the  growing  appropriation  for  the  relief 
of  the  so-called  "destitute  American  seamen  abroad."  It  is  an  en- 
couragement to  bad  masters  to  persecute  and  drive  off*  good  seamen, 
shippeil  at  high  wages,  with  money  due  them,  which  they  forfeit,  by 
the  desertion,  to  owners,  when  substitutes  can  be  got ;  or  it  is  an  in- 
docemeot  to  sailors  to  quit,  and  thus  cripple  a  vessel,  and  sacriflce 
their  wages  for  a  frolic,  then  to  receive  reliet  from  the  United  States  by 
a  neighboring  consul  imposed  upon  with  a  tale  of  distress ;  it  is  an  en- 
omragement  to  that  class  of  consular  a^nts  who  are  actively  engaged, 
or  individually  interested  in  commercial  houses,  to  wink  at  the  oppres- 
sion practisea  by  some  merchant  captains  upon  their  crews,  and  at  the 
abuse  of  bringing  out  sick  relatives  or  friends  for  the  benefit  of  a  sea 
njyage,  to  be  cared  for  and  returned  at  the  expense  of  the  government; 
and  is  an  inducement  to  that  other  and  numerous  host  of  foreigners, 
acting  as  agents  to  consuls,  to  construct  cases  and  expenses  which 
never  occurred.  Let  merchant  owners  and  masters  on  the  one  hand, 
and  merchant  seamen  on  the  other,  be  regarded  only  as  other  Ameri- 
cans engaged  in  business  abroad,  receiving  neither  more  nor  less  pro- 
tection and  provision  from  our  government,  and  leaving  employers  and 
the  employed  to  make  their  own  bargains  with  each  other,  the  fiilfil- 
ment  of  which  they  have  legal  means  of  enforcing. 

Fruits  and  vegetables,  especially  pumpkins,  which  keep  well,  seemed 
plentiful  here,  and  at  reasonable  prices.  Wood  and  water  were  scarce. 
This  island  is  considered  very  healthy ;  it  must  be  a  preferable  resi- 
dence to  St.  lago.  At  4  p.  m.  we  returned  on  board,  and  made  sail 
on  our  course.  At  6h.  10m.  p.  m.  the  wind  became  flawy  and  baflling, 
as  we  -passed  from  under  the  lee  of  Fogo  island.  Observed  an  appear- 
ance on  the  water  resembling  a  tide  rip,  or  a  line  of  surf;  it  was  occa- 
sioned by  a  ray  of  light  from  the  moon  showing  through  an  opening  in 
a  cloud.     A  "  vigia"  maker  would  have  reported  a  reef  or  shoal  here. 

January  6. — At  lOh.  40m.  a.  m.  took  temperature  soundings  with 
fiirled  sails ;  Mr.  Hall  attempted  a  deep  sea  cast  from  a  boat,  with  un- 
waxed  line  and  two  32-pound  shot,  but  the  line  parted  at  680  fathoms. 
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Januaby  6,  ]852. 


Latitude  13©  1'  30"  N.,  Q  m. ;  longitude  22°  57'  42"  W.,  © 

Boat  Soundii(g. — Mr.  Hall. 


a.  m» 


p*  m. 


Fathomi. 

Time  A 

M. 

Intervals. 

FathoniB. 

Time  A. 

M. 

InterralB. 

f 

h,    m. 

s. 

m.    s. 

A.    vn* 

8. 

m.    s. 

Suited... 

11      2 

45 

400 

11      7 

30 

1    30 

100 

11      3 

37 

0    52 

500 

11      9 

10 

1    40 

300 

11      4 

42 

1      5 

600 

11    10 

55 

1    45 

300 

11      6 

0 

1     18 

680 

11     12 

0 

1      5 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  9m.  15f . ;  no  bottom. 

Sea  rough,  with  some  high  combers.  The  deep  sea  lines  used  in 
taking  temperatures  came  up  with  much  inclination  ;  there  will  always 
be  some  drift  when  brought  by  the  wind  with  sails  furled,  yards  square, 
and  helm  down,  except  when  it  is  calm  and  smooth,  and  there  is  no 
current,  a  rare  condition.  This  observation,  therefore,  can  best  be 
made  when  cylinders  are  to  be  used  instead  of  self-reffistering  metallic 
thermometers,  by  means  of  a  boat  where  the  line  can  be  kept  perpen- 
dicular with  the  oars.  This  sounding  would  require  a  separate  boat, 
and  the  main  diflSculty  with  us  would  have  been  from  the  want  of  men 
enough,  in  a  five-oared  whale  boat,  to  haul  in  a  stout  deep  sea  line, 
lead,  and  cylinder,  quickly,  so  as  to  give  the  temperature  of  water  in 
the  cylinder  as  little  affected  as  possible  by  that  through  which  it  had 
passed,  whilst  having  at  least  two  oars  manned  to  keep  the  boat  over 
the  line,  and  give  the  true  depth  of  the  observation.  In  the  boat  the 
motion  would  open  the  valvcjs  of  the  cylinder,  except  when  the  sea  is 
perfectly  smooth.  [The  very  inaccurate  and  contradictory  deep  sea 
temperatures  obtained  with  the  self-registering  fluid  thermometer,  (en- 
closed in  a  glass  globe,)  used  in  the  United  States  surveying  brig  Wash- 
ington, in  1847,  caused  me,  then  commanding  that  vessel,  to  urge  the 
adoption  of  the  selt-registering  metallic  thermometer ;  unfortunately, 
none  of  these  could  be  obtained  for  the  present  cruize.] 

January  7. — Observed  a  total  eclipse  of  the  moon.  At  6  a.  m.  furled 
sail,  took  temperature  soundings,  and  Mr.  Danels  made  two  casts,  each 
with  two  32-pound  shot  and  the  same  sized  fishing  line,  unwaxed. 
The  line,  which  was  running  well,  stopped  at  1,160  fathoms  the  first 
cast,  and  1,120  fathoms  the  second. 
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FIRST  CAST. 

January  7,  1852. 
Luitude  llo  7'  15"  iST.,  O  m.;  longitude  21©  56'  5^"  W.,  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  iovvdiko. — Me.  Hall. 


FatbooM. 

Time  A.  M. 

Intenralf. 

Fathomi. 

Time  A.  M. 

Inteirals. 

h.    m.     s 

m.    9. 

h,    m.      s. 

m.    <. 

Started... 

6    33    54 

700 

6    44    29 

1    59 

100 

6    35    10 

1    16 

800 

6    46    27 

1    58 

900 

6    36    20 

1    10 

900 

6    48    35 

2      8 

300 

6    37    38 

1     18 

1,000 

6    50    50 

2    15 

400 

6    39    JO 

1    32 

1,100 

6    53    16 

2    26 

500 

6    40    50 

1    40 

1,600 

6    55      0 

1    44 

600 

6    42    37 

1    47 

Bottom ;  time  running,  21iii.  6f. 


SECOND  CAST. 


FiUhomf. 


Started... 
100 
20O 
300 
400 
500 
600 


Time  A.  M. 


A.  HI.  $t 

7  7  53 

7  8  39 

7  9  40 

7  10  55 

7  12  20 

7  13  50 

7  15  32 


Intenrals. 


m.   s. 


1 
1 
1 


46 
1 

15 
25 


1    30 
1    42 


Fathoma. 


700 

800 

900 

1,000 

1,100 

1,120 


Time  A.  M. 


A.  III.  $, 

7  17  25 

7  19  23 

7  21  33 

7  23  47 

7  26  11 

7  27  0 


Inteiral*. 


m.   f. 


I 
1 
2 


53 

58 
10 


2    14 

2    24 

49 


Bottom ;  time  running,  19m.  7s. 

Mr.  Danels  believed  the  shot  was  on  the  bottom  the  first  cast,  and 
made  the  second  to  verify  it;  in  this  sort  of  sounding  the  same  extent 
of  line  would  hardly  show  bottom  twice.  There  must  always  be  a 
little  difierence  in  so  deep  a  cast  with  the  boat  not  fixed ;  and  this  kind 
of  line  can  only  be  true  as  to  length  within  certain  limits.  The  dis- 
crepancy here  is  a  confirmation. 

At  2  p.  m.  threw  overboard  a  dry  and  sealed  bottle  painted  white, 
and  containing  a  paper  with  our  position  at  noon.  This  paper  was 
folded  and  attached  to  a  piece  of  small  twine  led  out  by  the  cork, 
80  that  by  drawing  the  cork  it  could  be  taken  out,  read,  and  replaced, 
without  breaking  the  bottle.  On  the  paper  was  a  recjuest  to  persons 
picking  the  bottle  up  at  sea,  to  endorse  when,  where,  and  by  whom 
picked  up;  then  to  put  it  back  and  reseal,  and  return  the  bottle  to  the 
«ea,  and  give  public  notice  thereof.  Also  urging  those  picking  up  the 
botde  on  shore  to  endorse  on  it  when,  where,  and  by  whom  this  was 
dooe,  and  forward  the  paper  in  it  to  Lieutenant  M.  F.  Maury,  superin- 
tendent of  the  naval  observatory,  under  cover  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  WashingtoD,  U.  S*    A  bottle  was  in  like  manner  regularly 
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thrown  overboard  every  day  thereafter,  until  our  return  to  the  United 
States,  except,  that  after  the  17th  instant,  the  bottles  instead  of  being 
painted  white,  (which  might  wash  off,)  were  covered  with  light,  white, 
canvas,  to  protect  and  show  them. 

January  o. — Clewed  up,  rounded  to,  took  in  patent  log,  lowered  a 
boat  to  sound,  furled  sad,  squared  yards,  and  tooK  temperature  sound- 
ings from  the  brig.  This  was  the  usual  course,  the  statement  of  which 
wul  generally  be  omitted  hereafter,  unless  where  the  operation  was  dif- 
ferently performed.  Mr.  Renshaw  thought  he  got  bottom  at  2,270 
fathoms;  he  then  parted  the  line,  it  being  too  rough  to  try  current  ob- 
servations :  he  used  one  32-pound  shot,  and  doubled  the  line  (which 
was  unwaxed)  for  the  first  lOO  fathoms.  This  sounding  was  made  in 
a  moderate  trade  wind,  (3)  sea  not  high,  but  somewhat  irregular  on  the 
surface. 


January  8,  1852. 
Latitude  8©  43'  (T  N.j  0  m.;  hngitude  20©  52*  (T  W.,  O 

Boat  iouvdino. — Me.  Dakbli. 


a.  HI. 


p.  III. 


Fitbooui. 


StarUd... 

100 

300 

300 

400 

500 

600 

700 

800 

900 
1,000 
1,100 


Time  A.  M. 


h»    m.    s. 


9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 


42  55 

43  57 
45  25 
47  12 
49  20 
51  39 
54  8 
56  58 
59  48 

2  40 

6  8 

9  31 


IntenralB. 

Fathoms. 

m.    s. 

1,200 

1      2 

1,300 

1    28 

1,400 

1    47 

1,500 

2      8 

1,600 

2    19 

1,700 

2    29 

1,800 

2    50 

1,900 

2    50 

2,000 

2    52 

2,100 

3    28 

2,200 

3    23 

2,290 

Time  A.  M. 


A.  m.  J. 

10  13  15 

10  16  52 

10  20  50 

10  25  5 

10  29  16 

10  33  50 

10  38  22 

10  42  54 

10  47  22 

10  51  56 

10  56  45 

11  4  15 


Intenrals. 


m.  <. 
3  44 


3 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
7 


37 
58 
15 
11 
34 
32 
32 
28 
34 
49 
30 


Line  stopped,  Ih,  21m.  20« ;  bottom  at  2,270,  in  1ft.  19m.  50s. 

Ascertained,  by  heaving  the  log  from  the  boat  on  her  return,  that  the 
brig  had  drifted  one  knot  SW.  by  W.  in  two  hours. 

January  9. — At  6  a.  m.  took  temperature  soundings,  and  made  three 
casts  with  unwaxed  fishing  line  from  a  boat ;  swell  about  11  feet,  sur- 
face water  moderately  ruffled. 

1st,  by  Mr.  Renshaw,  who  got  bottom  at  2,050  fathoms  with  one 
shot.     fThe  line  ran  very  slowly  during  the  last  100  fathoms.} 
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FIRST  TRIAL. 

Januast  9,  1852. 
Latitude  7©  17  0"  N.,  Q  m.;  longitude  20°  7  0*  W.,  ©  o.  m. 

Boat  sounduto. — Me.  Renshaw. 


Ftthomi. 


olutsd.. . 
100 

aoo 

300 
400 
500 

600 

700 

800 

900 
1,000 
1,100 


Time  A.  M. 


A.  in.  f. 

6  6  7 

6  7  20 

6  8  52 

6  10  40 

6  12  45 

6  15  7 

6  17  24 

6  20  16 

6  23  13 

6  26  30 

6  29  37 

6  33  8 


IntenraUi. 

m. 

s. 

1 

13 

1 

32 

1 

48 

2 

5 

2 

22 

2 

17 

2 

52 

2 

57 

3 

17 

3 

7 

3 

31 

Fathoms. 


1,200 
1,300 
1,400 
1,500 
1,600 
1,700 
1,800 
1,900 
2,000 
2,100 
2,170 


Time  A.  M. 


».  III.  s. 

6  36  41 

6  40  23 

6  44  8 

6  48  18 

6  52  24 

6  56  33 

7  0  56 
7  5  30 
7  10  14 
7  18  37 
7  25  32 


Intenr 


jp 


m.    s. 
3    33 


3 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


42 
45 

0 
16 

9 
23 
34 
44 


8    23 
6    55 


Line  itopped,  14.  19m.  25». ;  bottom  about  2,050,  in  14.  8m.  25t. 

HeW  on  by  the  line  and  tried  surface  currents ;  (boat  heading  WN W., 
light  breeze  (2)  from  the  ENE. ;)  found  it  by  three  trials  to  set  N.  by 
W.  A  knot  per  hour.  At  9  a.  m.  Mr.  Hall  left  to  use  two  shot,  and 
Yerify  the  above  sounding ;  but  an  English  brig,  supposing  he  was  out 
to  board  her,  came  so  near  the  boat  as  to  oblige  him  to  change  his  po- 
stioQ,  in  doing  which  the  line  parted. 

SECOND  TRIAL. 

January  9,  1852. 
LaMnde  7©  IT  0"  JV.,  ©  m.;  longitude  20©  7  (T  W.y  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  soukdino. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathomi. 

Time  A. 

M. 

IntervaUi. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

IntenralB. 

• 

Iwm         Iffl. 

«. 

m.          8m 

A.    m. 

s. 

m.    f. 

Stirttd... 

8    54 

43 

500 

9      0 

53 

1    34 

100 

8    55 

34 

0    51 

600 

9      2 

36 

1    43 

SOD 

8    56 

36 

1      2 

700 

9      4 

30 

1    54 

300 

8    57 

52 

1     16 

800 

9      6 

31 

2      1 

400 

8    59 

19 

1    27 

890 

9      8 

45 

2    14 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  14m.  2s. ;  no  bottom. 

At  10  a.  m.  Mr.  Renshaw  left  the  vessel,  and  sounded  with  two 
32-paund  shot.  Circumstances  same  as  in  the  morning,  and  got  bot- 
tom at  1,940  fathoms :  "The  line,"  he  says,  "brought  up  so  suddenly 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its  having  reached  the  bottom." 


42 


S.  Doc.  59. 


THIRD  TRIAL. 

Janxjabt  9,  1852. 
Latitude  7°  17  0*  N.,  Q  m.;  longitude  20°  7'  O*  W.,  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  ioukdikg. — Mr.  Renihaw. 


Jhthonu. 

Time  A.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intenrahi. 

Aa          III.           $* 

m.    s. 

h,    in. 

5. 

m.    s. 

Started... 

10      0      2 

1,100 

10    19 

35 

2    31 

100 

10      1      0 

0    58 

1,200 

10    22 

13 

2    38 

200 

10      2      4 

1      4 

1,300 

10    25 

0 

2    47 

300 

10      3    23 

1    19 

1,400 

10    27 

58 

2    58 

400 

10      4    56 

1    33 

1,500 

10    30 

55 

2    57 

500 

10      6    37 

1    41 

1,600 

10    33 

55 

3      0 

600 

10      8    25 

1    48 

1,700 

10    37 

8 

3    13 

700 

10    10    20 

1    55 

1,800 

10    40 

18 

3    10 

800 

10    12    30 

2    10 

1,900 

10    43 

35 

3    17 

900 

10    14    43 

2    13 

1,940 

10    45 

15 

1    40 

1,000 

10    17      4 

2    21 

Bottom ;  time  nimiing,  45m.  13s. 

The  two  shot  appear  to  have  carried  the  line  clown  straigbter  and 

Suicker,  and  got  bottom  with  less  line.  The  last  170  fathoms  of  the 
rst  cast,  with  one  shot,  took  15m.  18s.,  when  the  preceding  ]  00  fathoms, 
at  2,000  fathoms,  took  less  than  5m.  In  the  last  cast  the  last  hundred 
(two  shot)  took  3m.  17s. ;  it  is  probable  that  the  single  shot  reached 
ttie  bottom  soon  after  the  2,000  fathoms  were  out,  or  whilst  the  next 
100  fathoms  were  paid  out.     Saw  two  sail  to-day. 

January  10. — ^At  3h.  30m.  p.  m.  took  temperature  soundings  from 
the  brig,  and  deep  sea  soundmgs  from  boat.  Mr.  Danels  reported, 
that  at  the  first  cast  with  one  shot,  the  line  [unwaxed]  stopped  running 
when  2,019  fathoms  were  out,  and  on  hauling  upon  it  found  that  it 
had  parted  at  a  great  depth. 

FIRST  TRIAL. 

January  10,  1852. 
Latitude  5o  36'  30"  N.,  Q  m.;  longitude  19©  34'  46"  W.,  ©  p.  m. 

Boat  ioundino. — Mr.  Daneli. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

A.    m.    s. 

m.    s. 

h,    m.    9. 

m.    f. 

Started . . . 

3    24      0 

1,100 

3    51     10 

3    25 

100 

3    24    58 

0    58 

1,200 

3    54    42 

3    32 

200 

3    26    36 

1    38 

1,300 

3    58    20 

3    38 

300 

3    28    26 

1    50 

1,400 

4    02    08 

3    48 

400 

3    30    32 

2      6 

1,500 

4    06    09 

4      1 

500 

3    32    53 

2    21 

1,600 

4     10    17 

4      8 

600 

3    35    28 

2    35 

1,700 

4    14    45 

4    28 

700 

3    38    13 

2    45 

1,800 

4    18    59 

4    14 

800 

3    41    11 

2    58 

1,900 

4    22    43 

3    44 

9Q0 

3    44    20 

3      9 

2,000 

4    29    23 

6    40 

1,000 

3    47    45 

3    25 

2,019 

4    30    05 

0    42 

Bottom  probable ;  time  running,  14.  6m.  5ff. 
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On  the  second  trial,  also  with  one  shot  and  unwazed  line,  it  stopped 
Fanning  at  1,825  fathoms,  when  he  "  found  as  before,  on  bringing  a 
strain  upon  it,  that  it  had  parted  at  a  great  distance  below  the  sur- 
face." 

SECOND  TRIAL. 

Jaotary  10, 1852. 
Latiiiide  5©  36'  30"  iST.,  o  m.;  longitude  19^  34'  46''  W.,  Q  p.  m. 

Boat  ioukding. — Mr.  Danbli. 


FBihoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intenrals. 

1*.          III.            Sm 

m.    $. 

».    m.    s» 

m.    f. 

SUrted... 

4  37  ao 

1,000 

4    59    51 

3    16 

100 

4    38      5 

0    45 

1,100 

5      3      7 

3    16 

aoo 

4    39    25 

1    20 

1,200 

5      6    39 

3    32 

300 

4    41    10 

1    45 

1,300 

5    10    18 

3    39 

400 

4    43    10 

2      0 

1,400 

5    14      8 

3    50 

500 

4     45    24 

2    14 

1,500 

5    18      9 

4      1 

eoo 

4    47    52 

2    28 

1,600 

5    22    27 

4    18 

700 

4    50    32 

2    40 

1,700 

5    26    35 

4      8 

8Q0 

4    53    31 

2    59 

1,800 

5    30    52 

4    17 

900 

4    56    35 

3      4 

1,825 

5    32      7 

1    15 

Bottom  probable ;  time  nmniog,  54m.  47*. 

It  is  probable  that  bottom  was  got,  at  each  of  these  casts,  between 
1,800  and  1,900  fathoms,  as,  on  the  first  cast  the  line  ran  well  to  1,800 
&thoms,  and  then  irregularly.  In  the  second  trial  it  ran  well,  until  it 
stopped  at  1,825  fathoms.  During  these  observations  the  "  wind  was 
light  (2) ;  a  long  regular  swell,  and  quite  smooth  on  the  surface."  By 
heaving  the  log  from  the  boat  on  its  return,  found  that  the  brig  had 
drifted  SW.  by  S.  one  knot  in  three  hours. 

January  11. — Saw  one  sail.  Took  temperature  soundings.  Mr. 
Renshaw  sounded  from  a  boat  with  two  32-pound  shot,  unwaxed  line ; 
wind  light  (2) ;  sea  smooth  and  unruflBed ;  and  whilst  the  line  was  run- 
ning very  well  with  2,540  fathoms  out,  Mr.  Renshaw  thinks  it  parted ; 
and  from  "  the  great  strain  upon  it"  when  attempting  to  haul  it  in,  he 
thinks  "it  must  have  parted  at  a  considerable  distance  below  the  sur- 
face, probably  1.200  fathoms."  An  examination  of  this  sounding,  and 
of  the  one  made  in  its  imniediate  vicinity  two  days  afterwards,  leads 
almost  irresistibly  to  the  belief  that  the  line  did  not  part,  but  that  the 
shot  was  on  bottom  at  2,540  fathoms  to-day. 
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January  11,  1852. 
Ladiude  4o  27  (T  N.,  Q  m. ;  longitude  19©  21'  15"  W.,  Qp.m. 


Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Renihaw. 


Fathonui. 

Time  P.  M. 

IntervaUi. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

InterralB. 

A.      III.      8t 

m.    $, 

ha        fit.          S* 

m.    <. 

SUrted... 

4      3    13 

1,400 

4    30      1 

2    51 

100 

4      4      3 

0    50 

1,500 

4    32    57 

2    56 

900 

4      4    40 

0    37 

1,600 

4    35    57 

3      0 

300 

4      5    54 

1    14 

1,700 

4    39    10 

3    13 

400 

4      7    24 

1    30 

1,800 

4    42    22 

3    12 

500 

4      9      4 

1    40 

1,900 

4    45    46 

3    24 

600 

4    10    50 

1    46 

2,000 

4    49    15 

3    29 

700 

4    12    49 

1    59 

2,100 

4    52    44 

3    29 

800 

4    14    52 

2      3 

2,200 

4    56    20 

3    36 

900 

4    17      6 

.2    14 

2,300 

5      0      0 

3    40 

1,000 

4    19    26 

2    20 

2,400 

5      3    40 

3    40 

1,100 

4    21    55 

2    29 

2,500 

5      7    37 

3    57 

1,200 

4    24    31 

2    36 

2,540 

5      9    20 

1    43 

1,300 

4    27    10 

2    39 

Bottom  probable ;  time  running,  \h,  6m.  7«. 

January  12. — The  trade  wind  on  the  9th,  which  was  light  from 
ENE.  in  70  N.  and  20©  W.,  became  variable  between  NNE.  and  ENE. 
the  next  day ;  and  when  we  had  run  a  degree  more  to  the  southward, 
became  very  light  and  more  variable  on  the  following  day  in  5°  N., 
and  after  hauling  N.,  and  even  NNW.,  died  out  on  the  12th  in  4°  OS' 
N.  and  19^  15'  W.,  15  or  20  twenty  miles  north  of  Maury's  mean  aver- 
age limit  for  the  month  of  January. 

Saw  a  whale  and  several  sail.  At  3h.  30m.  p.  m.  took  temperatures 
from  brig,  and  a  deep  sea  sounding,  (using  two  32-pound  shot,  unwaxed 
line,)  and  current  observations  from  boat.  Mr.  Danels  reports  that  the 
line  parted  when  2,125  fathoms  were  out,  and  judging  from  the  strain 
upon  it  he  thinks  that  the  fracture  must  have  been  at  a  very  great 
depth ;  a  small  swivel  was  used  just  above  the  shot,  but  the  line  would 
twist  before  the  swivel  would  turn.  Holding  on  to  the  line,  and  heav- 
ing the  light  log,  he  tried  surface  and  under  currents.  When  this  cast 
was  made  it  was  "almost  calm,  swell  about  7  feet,  but  slightly  ruffled 
on  the  surface." 
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Latkitde  4©  5'  10"  N.,  ©  m.;  longitude  19o  15'  28"  W.,  ©  a.  m. 

Boat  ioumding. — Me.  Daneli. 


FiUioiiifl. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathomf. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Interrali. 

h.    m.    s. 

m.    s. 

n,       ftlm 

t. 

m.    s. 

Started... 

3    26    34 

1,200 

3    42 

23 

1    44 

100 

3    27    19 

0    45 

1,300 

3    44 

10 

1    47 

200 

3    28    13 

0    54 

1,400 

3    45 

58 

1    48 

300 

3    29    15 

1      2 

1,500 

3    47 

50 

1    52 
r    57 

400 

3    30    22 

1      7 

1,600 

3    49 

47 

500 

2    31    35 

1     13 

1,700 

3    51 

43 

1    56 

600 

3    32    54 

1    19 

1,800 

3    53 

47 

2      4 

700 

3    34    19 

1    25 

1,900 

3    55 

54 

2      7 

80O 

3    35    47 

1    28 

2,000 

3    58 

04 

2    10 

900 

3    37    23 

1    36 

2,100 

4      0 

19 

2    15 

1,000 

3    38    58 

1    35 

2,125 

4      0 

55 

0    36 

1,100 

3    40    39 

1    41 

Probable  bottom ;  time  nmning,  34fn.  21s. 

The  current  found  is   the  mean  of  two  trials  after  the   cast  had 
been  made,  and  when  the  boat  was  riding  to  the  sounding  line,  upaa 
which  there  was  a  good  strain ;  the  boat  was   heading  to  the  light  air 
from  north.     The  boat  was  gone  If  hours,  and  pulled,  by  her  log,  one  ' 
mile  S.  i  W.  to  rejoin  the  brig. 

It  is  difficult  to  tell  the  difference  between  striking  the  bottom  and 
the  parting  of  the  line  at  a  great  depth ;  when  the  line  runs  well  until  it 
slops  suddenly,  and  you  can  then  get  but  little  of  it  in  when  hauling  on 
it,  the  inference  is  that  the  shot  has  struck  the  bottom.  If  the  observa- 
tion is  repeated  with  a  heavier  weight,  (which  will  sink  the  line  more 
rapidly,  and  keep  it  straighter  than  before,)  and  the  line  stops  running  at 
about  the  same  depth  as  before,  the  previous  sounding  is  verified.  It 
is  highly  probable  that  bottom  was  got  to-day  at  2,125  fathoms,  as  the 
line  ran  wonderfully  well,  to  a  heavy  weight,  in  a  smooth  sea  and  light 
air,  and  preserved  a  great  strain. 

French  Shoal. 

January  13. — At  1  p.  m.  we  were  by  dead  reckoning  from  yesterday 
over  one  of  the  positions  assigned  to  French  shoal.  This  shoal  is  thus 
mentioned  on  p.  309  df  Laurie's  Memoir  of  the  Atlantic,  London,  1829 : 

"French  shoal,  in  latitude  4o  5'  N.,  longitude  20o  35'  W.  This  shoal 
has  been  described  as  three  leagues  in  circumference  and  even  with 
the  water's  edge.  It  is  stated  to  have  been  seen  by  several  French 
East  India  ships,  and  placed  by  the  French  hydrographers  in  latitude 
4^  15'  N.,  longitude  19^  20' W.;  the  late  Spanish  chart  states  it  to 
have  been  seen  in  1796,  and  a  modern  English  chart  exhibits  it  in  lati- 
tude 40  05'  N.  and  longitude  20^  35',  the  position  we  have  adopted.'* 

The  above  old  and  loose  account  is  all  the  authority  given  in  sup- 
port of  the  existence  of  this  shoal.  It  was  unsuccessfully  searched  for, 
both  in  the  English  and  French  positions,  hy  the  United  States  explox- 
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iDg  squadron  in  1838,  and  it  has  been  omitted  by  Laurie  from  his  At- 
lantic Memoir  of  1845. 

Took  temperature  soundings  from  the  brig,  with  the  sails  clewed  up 
but  not  furled.  The  sea  was  smooth,  with  a  light  surface  swell,  light 
airs  (1).  Mr.  Renshaw  made  a  deep  sea  cast  from  a  boat,  with  un- 
waxed  fishing  line  and  one  32-pound  shot,  and  thinks  he  got  bottom  at 
2,670  fathoms,  and  then  made  current  observations. 

January  13,  1852. 
LatUude  4°  14'  2r  N.j  D.  R.;  longitude  19^  20'  20"  W.,  D.  R. 

Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Renihaw. 


Fathoms. 

1 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intenrals. 

1 

!    Fathomi. 

! 

1 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intenrali. 

h»    fit. 

8. 

m.    s. 

1 

i 

1 

• 

hm    in* 

s. 

m.    s. 

Started... 

12    54 

14 

;    1,500 

1    35 

22 

4      4 

100 

12    55 

19 

1      5 

1,600 

1    39 

26 

4      4 

.     200 

12    56 

44 

1    25 

1,700 

1    43 

40 

4    14 

300 

12    58 

24 

1     40 

1,800 

1    47 

59 

4    19 

400 

1      0 

11 

1    47 

1,900 

1    52 

28 

4    29 

500 

1      2 

22 

2    11 

2,000 

1    57 

13 

4    45 

600 

1      4 

54 

2    32 

2,100 

2      1 

57 

4    44 

700 

1      7 

33 

2    39 

2,200 

2      6 

46 

4    49 

800 

1    10 

27 

2    54 

2,300 

2    11 

36 

4    50 

900 

1    13 

35 

3      8 

2,400 

2    16 

43 

5      7 

1,000 

1    16 

44 

3      9 

1      2,500 

2    21 

51 

5      8 

1,100 

1    20 

11 

3    27 

1      2,550 

•2    24 

45 

2    54 

1,200 

]    23 

46 

3    35 

t3      6 

11 

1,300 

1    27 

25 

3    39 

2,610 

3    10 

48 

4    37 

1,400 

1    31 

18 

3    53 

2,700 

3    18 

20 

7    32 

Time  running,  Ih.  42m.  40s. ;  Bottom  at  2,670  fathoms,  in  Ih.  40m.  24s. 
*  End  of  line.  f  Started  new  line. 

This  cast  was  not  as  satisfactory  as  usual,  as  Mr.  Renshaw  had  to 
return  for  more  line,  leaving  the  shot  buoyed  by  two  inflated  nipper 
bags  at  the  depth  of  2,550  fathoms.  Mr.  Danels  then  made  another 
cast  with  two  snot  (un waxed  line)  to  verify  this  sounding,  but  the  line 
parted  when  1,400  fathoms  had  run  out. 
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Jamvart  13, 1852. 
Luittde  4°  14'  21-  N.,  D.  R.;  Imgitvde  19°  2(y  27"  W.,  D.  R. 

Boat  touxDixc. — Me.  Rutiraw. 


Fatiioni. 

TumP.M. 

Interrmls. 

1 

1    Fathoms. 

i 

Time  P.  M. 

Inleirmla. 

h.    m.    t. 

m.    s. 

h.    m.    f. 

m.    f. 

Surtad... 

4    31    30 

800 

4    43    10 

2      2 

lOO 

4    32    23 

0    52 

900 

4    45    20 

2    10 

90O 

4    33    35 

1    13 

1,000 

4    47    37 

2    17 

300 

4    34    45 

1    10 

1,100 

4    49    57 

2    20 

400 

4    36      5 

1    20 

1,200 

4    53    30 

2    33 

500 

4    37    37 

1    32 

1,300 

4    55    11 

2    41 

6U0 

4    39    20 

1    43 

1,400 

4    58    55 

3    44 

700 

4    41      8 

1    48 

Line  puted ;  time  rannliig,  27iii.  25f . ;  no  bottom. 

There  was  a  sbole  of  black  Gsh  round  the  boat.  Sea  phosphor- 
edcent  at  night. 

January  14. — ^At  4h.  p.  m.  took  temperatures;  used  a  cyUnder;  also 
Green's  thermometer,  which  came  up  with  the  mercurial  column 
broken.  Mr.  Renshaw  sounded  with  the  unwaxed  fishing  Une,  and 
one  32-pound  shot;  it  was  calm,  and  the  sea  glassy  smooth;  got 
bottom  at  2,760  fathoms,  and  whilst  so  anchored  tried  the  currents. 

January  14, 1852. 
Latitude  3©  42^  18*  M,  O  m./  longitude  19o  &  QT  JV.,  ©  p.  m. 

Boat  louirDiNO. — Me.  Rkvibaw. 


FatixMiia. 

Time?. 

M. 

Inteirab. 

t 

;    FatbonM. 

1 

Tune  P. 

M. 

Intenrab. 

A.       nl. 

8. 

m.    8. 

1 

1 

h,    m. 

s. 

m.    f. 

SUrted... 

4    11 

30 

1,500 

4    51 

28 

3    55 

100 

4    12 

27 

0    57 

1,600 

4    55 

32 

4      4 

900 

4    13 

48 

1    21 

1,700 

4    59 

40 

4      8 

300 

4    15 

28 

1    40 

1,8U0 

5      4 

10 

4    30 

400 

4    17 

24 

1    56 

1,900 

5      8 

33 

4    23 

500 

4    19 

36 

2    12 

!      2,000 

5    13 

2 

4    29 

oo 

4    22 

1 

2    25 

2,100 

5    17 

51 

4    49 

700 

4    24 

38        i 

2    37 

.      2,200 

5    22 

44 

4    53 

80O 

4    27 

12        ' 

2    34 

2,300 

5    27 

49 

5      5 

9Q0 

4    30 

7 

2    55 

•      2,400 

5    32 

53 

5      4 

1,000 

4    33 

12 

3    05 

.      2,500 

5    38 

10 

5    17 

1,100 

4    36 

34 

3    22 

•      2,600 

5    43 

25 

5    15 

1,2110 

4    40 

10 

3    36 

.      2,700 

5    49 

56 

6    31 

1,300 

4    43 

45 

3    35 

1      2,760 

5    54 

0 

4      4 

1,400 

4    47 

33 

3    48 

1 
1 

1 

Line  stopped ;  time  iimning,  Ih.  42ai.  30t. ;  bottom. 

Then  tried  to  get  another  cast  with  two  shot,  but  the  line  parted 
when  only  640  fathoms  were  out. 
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jANVAar  14, 1852. 
Latitude  3°  42*  18*  N.,  Q  ».;  longitude  19°  &  (T  W.,  Q  p. 

Boat  ioumdiwo. — Mb.  Rbmibaw. 


Fathomf. 

Time  P.  M. 

IntenralB. 

• 

Fathomf. 

Time  P.  M. 

Itttenrdi. 

StarUd... 
100 
200 
300 
400 

nm        fit*         9. 

7    13    32 
7    14    10 
7    14    44 
7    15    53 
7    17    11 

m.    s, 

0    38 

0  34 

1  9 

1    18 

500 
600 

7    18    44 
7    20    23 

m.   8. 
1    S3 
1    38 

640 

7    21      5 

0    43 

Line  parted  ;  time  numing,  7m.  33f . ;  no  bottom  ;  unwazed  line. 

Saw  large  numbers  of  petrel.  The  meteorologists  consider  this  the 
coldest,  and  the  26th  July  the  warmest,  day  of  the  year,  on  the  aver- 
age, in  the  northern  hemisphere. 

January  15. — ^Mr.  Renshaw  is  confident  he  got  bottom  at  7  a.  m. 
to-day,  from  a  boat,  using  waxed  line,  with  one  32-pound  shot,  at  29760 
fathoms. 

January  15,  1852. 
Latitude  3o  51'  QT  N.,  ©  m.;  langUude  19©  6'  QT  W.,  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  bounding. — Mr.  Renshaw. 


Fathonu. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathonu. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intenrali. 

h,    m. 

<. 

m.    s. 

A.      Tfl. 

«. 

m.    s. 

Started... 

8    54 

48 

1,500 

9    22 

4 

3    33 

100 

8    55 

48 

1      0 

1,600 

9    24 

34 

2    30 

200 

8    57 

3 

1    15 

1,700 

9    27 

1 

2    37 

300 

8    58 

30 

1    27 

1,800 

9    29 

33 

2    33 

400 

9      0 

11 

1    41 

1,900 

9    32 

12 

3    39 

500 

9      1 

55 

1    44 

2,000 

9    34 

57 

3    45 

600 

9      3 

9 

1     14 

2,100 

9    37 

39 

2    43 

700 

9      4 

57 

1    48 

2,200 

9    40 

33 

3    54 

800 

9      6 

50 

1    53 

2,300 

9    43 

27 

3    54 

900 

9      8 

48 

1    58 

2,400 

9    46 

18 

3    51 

1,000 

9    10 

51 

^      3 

2,500 

9    49 

19 

a     1 

1,100 

9    12 

58 

2      7 

2,600 

9    52 

16 

3    57 

1,200 

9    15 

6 

2      8    i 

2,700 

9    55 

28 

3    12 

1,300 

9    17 

21 

2    15 

2,760 

9    57 

30 

3      2 

1,400 

9    19 

41 

2    20 

Bottom  ;  time  running,  \h.  2m.  42s. 

The  sea  was  smooth,  and  it  was  calm ;  he  used  unbleached  line, 
smaller  and  stronger  than  that  generally  used ;  it  was  waxed,  and  ran 
well,  in  better  time  than  common.  Whilst  thus  anchored,  tried  currents, 
with  the  boat  heading  W.  by  N.  The  state  of  the  sea  and  weather 
to-day  were  favorable  for  trying  the  transparency  of  the  sea,  as  shown 
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by  the  result  in  the  column.  We  are  now  in  the  calms  on  the  soutli- 
em  edge  of  the  NE.  trades.  The  onlj  previous  occasion  when  the 
transparency  was  found  to  be  as  great  as  it  is  to-day,  was  on  the  30th 
iVovember,  when  we  were  becalmed  in  the  northern  edge  of  the  NE. 
trades.  Tliis  sounding  confirms  the  one  of  last  evening,  the  vessel 
having  remained  in  nearly  the  same  position. 

Condemned  and  threw  overboard  a  quantity  of  contract  navy  bread, 
which  ha4  been  baked  enough  to  weigh  and  sell  well,  but  not  to  keep 
well  on  board  ship  in  damp  climates. 

Had  some  sheet  lightning.  Saw  petrel  and  sea  pigeons.  At  night 
the  sea  was  slightly  phosphorescent. 

January  16. — Saw  a  distant  water  spout  shaped  liked  a  large  and 
long  pine  or  cocoa-nut  tree.  At  1  p.  m.  reduced  sail  to  a  squall,  which 
was  preceded  by  showers  of  rain,  with  a  narrow  bright  space  beyond 
in  which  there  was  no  rain.  This  was  one  of  those  luminous  appear- 
ances which  might  be  mistaken  for  a  reef  at  night.  Two  sharks,  with 
their  attendant  pilot  fish,  were  near  the  vessel.  Laid  in  the  patent  log 
to  keep  the  sharks  from  getting  it ;  besides  the  wind  is  so  light  and 
baffling  that  the  patent  log  cannot  show  correct  results,  as  it  sinks  and 
works  badly  when  going  less  than  IJ  or  2  knots.  In  light  winds  it 
should  have  a  short  tow-line ;  in  fresh  winds  it  will  jump  out  of  the 
water,  and  thus  record  imperfectly  unless  it  has  a  long  tow-line.  The 
sea  is  now  highly  phosphorescent  at  niffht. 

January 'il. — At  8h.  30m.  a.  m.  furled  all  sail^  calm  and  smooth 
sea.  The  temperature  lines,  with  wooden  cylinder,  came  in  slowly, 
but  up  and  down ;  yet  the  temperature  of  the  water  at  400  fathoms 
appears  to  be  10^  higher  than  that  at  200  fathoms.  At  2h.  30m.  p. 
m.,  at  1,000  fathoms  depth,  took  temperature  witli  bell-metal  cylinder, 
the  water  in  which  evidently  underwent  a  change  of  temperature  in 
coining  up.  Mr.  Danels  got  bottom  with  one  32-pound  shot,  unwaxed 
line,  when  it  was  perfectly  calm,  at  2,725  fathoms,  casting  from  the 
boat,  and  from  it  thus  anchored  made  the  current  observations. 
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January  17,  1852. 
Latitude  30  V  26'  lY.,  ©  m. ;  longitude  18°  36'  26"  W.,  ©  a.  m. 

Boat  soc!>rDiNG. — Mr.  Danels. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

.  M. 

h. 

m. 

s. 

Started . . . 

9 

27 

43 

100 

9 

2H 

49 

200 

9 

30 

27 

300 

9 

32 

23 

400 

9 

34 

34 

^0 

9 

37 

1 

600 

9 

39 

43 

700 

9 

42 

42 

^00 

9 

45 

51 

900 

9 

49 

10 

,1,000 

9 

52 

39 

1,100 

9 

56 

IS 

1,200 

10 

0 

3 

1,300 

10 

4 

2 

1,400 

10 

7 

59 

Intervals. 

Fathoms 

m. 

s. 

1,500 

1 

6 

1,600 

1 

38 

1,700 

1 

56 

1,800 

2 

11 

1,900 

2 

27 

2,000 

2 

42 

2,100 

59 

2,200 

3 

9 

2,300 

3 

19 

2,400 

3 

29 

2,500 

3 

39 

2,600 

3 

43 

2,700 

3 

59 

2,725 

3 

57 

"■ 

^_~— —  —  —    .^ 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intervals. 

h.    m. 

• 
s. 

m.    $. 

10     12 

1 

4      2 

10    16 

19 

4    18 

10    20 

40 

4    HI 

10    25 

19 

4    39 

10    30 

4 

4    46 

10    34 

51 

4    47 

10    39 

40 

4    49 

]0    44 

43 

5      3 

10    49 

49 

5      6 

10    54 

55 

5      6 

11      0 

12 

5    17 

11      5 

37 

5    25 

11     11 

19 

5    42 

11     14 

20 

3      1 

Bottom ;  time  running,  Ih,  46m.  37s. 

Many  black  fish  were  around  the  boat,  and  some  of  them  within  18 
feet  of  it,  whilst  sounding.  Picked  up  a  large  specimen  of  the  medusa, 
but  failed  in  the  attempt  to  preserve  it  with  its  beautiful  colors.  At  10 
p.  m.  took  the  trades,  light  from  SSE.,  when  in  latitude  3^  N.  longi- 
tude 18^  34'  W.,  which  agrees  precisely  with  Maury's  average  limit 
for  January,  between  15o  and  20^  W.  longitude.  We  find  that  the 
horizon  in  this  equinoctial  calm  region  is  so  indistinct,  from  haze,  thai 
good  twilight  observations  are  got  with  much  difficult}'.  At  night  the 
sea  very  pliosphorescent,  and  in  some  places  near  the  horizon  so  lumin- 
ous as  to  have  the  appearance  of  surf.  The  transparency  of  the  sea, 
tried  both  from  the  brig  and  from  the  boat,  (using  the  foot  square  blocks 
painted  white  and  lecently  repainted,)  was  24  fathoms  in  each  case, 
and  is  the  greatest  transparency  found  during  the  cruise.  The  oppor- 
tunity was  verj'  favorable.  We  were  becalmed  near  the  northern  edge 
of  the  S.  E.  trades. 

January  18. — This  forenoon  saw  nine  sail,  just  escaped,  like  our- 
selves, from  the  equatorial  calms.  The  Magellan  clouds  have  been 
visible  for  several  nights.  At  4h.  30m.  p.  m.  took  temperature  sound- 
ings from  brig,  and  Mr.  Renshaw  made  a  deep  sea  cast  from  a  boat 
with  one  32-pound  shot  and  the  smallest  size  fishing  line,  (which,  he- 
sides  being  overhauled,  had  been  waxed  and  rubbed  smooth  on  board, 
which  made  it  swell  less  and  sink  quicker,)  and  got  bottom  at  2,780 
fathoms,  when,  making  fast  the  line,  made  surface;  current  observations, 
with  a  swell  from  the  northward  and  a  jumbling  sea  from  the  south- 
ward and  eastward;  light  breeze  (2)  from  SSE.,  and  boat  heading 
ENE. 
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January  18,  1852. 
Latitude  2°  36'  QT  N.,  Q  m. ;  longitude  19o  22  (T  W.,  Q  p.  m. 

Boat   sounding. — Mr.  Rekshaw. 


i'atboms     ' 

1 

Time  P.  M. 

i 

m.    $. 

SUrted... 

33      5 

100 

34    13 

30O 

35    41 

300 

37    22 

400 

39    13 

SOO 

41     16 

600 

43    27 

700 

45    50 

8U0 

48    24 

900 

51      5 

1,000 

53    46 

1,100 

56    38 

1,300 

59    37 

1,300 

5 

2    47 

1,400        i 

5 

6      2 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

m. 

s. 

1,500 

1 

8 

1,600 

1 

28 

1,700 

1 

41 

1,800 

1        1 

51 

1,900 

i        2 

3 

2,000 

.        2 

11 

2,100 

2 

23 

2,200 

2 

34 

2,300 

2 

41 

2,400 

2 

41 

2,500 

:       2 

52 

2,600 

i        2 

59 

2,700 

3 

10 

2,800 

3 

1 

15 

2,840 

Time  P.  M.        |  Intervals. 


h.  m.  9. 

5  9  30 

5  12  53 

5  16  21 

5  19  54 

5  23  30 

5  27  20 

5  31  10 

5  35  17 

5  39  23 

5  43  35 

5  47  41 

5  51  55 

5  56  27 

6  3  21 
6  6  5 


fit.     s. 

3    28 


3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


23 

28 

33 

36 

50 

50 

7 

6 

12 

6 

14 

32 


6    54 
44 


Stopped  running,  Ih.  33m,  Ot. ;  bottom  at  2,780,  in  lA.  28m.  53«. 

By  heaving  the  log  from  the  boat  on  its  return,  Ibund  that  the  bare 
hrig  had  drifted  1 J  miles  W.  by  S.  during  the  2J  hours  that  the  boat 
was  away. 

Pandora. 

January  10. — At  10  a.  m.,  with  a  gentle  breeze  from  SE.  by  S.,  sur- 
6ce  water  smooth,  sometimes  a  little  ruffled,  and  with  an  occasional 
bw  swell,  rounded  to  and  furled  sail,  being,  by  good  a.  m.  twilight 
observations  for  latitude  and  longitude,  in  the  position  where,  according 
to  the  admiralty  chart  of  June  23,  1851,  her  Majesty's  vessel  Pandora 
sounded  with  6,000  fathoms  of  line,  but  got  no  bottom.  The  correct- 
ness of  our  position  was  confirmed  bj"  the  a.  m.  time  and  the  noon 
observations  of  the  sun.  Lowered  two  whale  boats,  one  on  each  side, 
to  sound.  In  one  Mr.  Renshaw  had  the  smallest  size  fishing  line  of 
unbleached  flax,  waxed  and  smooth,  doubled  for  the  first  100  fathoms, 
with  a  lead  weighing  31  lb.  10  oz.,  and  rounded  at  the  bottom,  with 
which  he  got  bottom  at  2,750  fathoms,  in  Ih.  9m.  3s.  time  of  running. 


62 


S.  Doc.  59. 


January  19,  1852. 
Latitude  2o  KX  KT  N.y  Q  m. ;  longitude  19o  57  28"  fF.,  O  a.  m. 

Boat  soundikg. — Mr.  Renshaw. 


Fathoms. 


SUrted. 
100 
200 
300 
400 
500 
600 
700 
800 
900 

1,000 

1,100 

1,200 

1,300 

1,400 


Time  A.  M. 


h»    m.    9. 


10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 


3 
4 

5 
5 

7 


30 

5 

6 

45 

10 


8    55 


10  10  45 

10  12  38 

10  14  31 

10  16  29 

10  18  37 

10  20  58 

10  23  13 

10  25  35 

10  28  17 


Intervals. 

m. 

f. 

0 

35 

1 

1 

0 

39 

25 

45 

50 

53 

53 

58 

2 

8 

2 

21 

2 

15 

2 

22 

2 

42 

Fathoms. 


Time  A.  M. 


1,500 
1,600 
1,700 
1,800 
1,900 
2,000 
2,100 
2,200 
2,300 
2,400 
2,500 
2,600 
2,700 
2,800 


A.  Vtl.  S. 

10  31  4 

10  33  50 

10  36  46 

10  39  45 

10  42  51 

10  46  4 

10  49  28 

10  52  58 

10  56  27 

10  59  55 

11  3  8 
11  6  30 
11  10  4 
11  15  3 


Intenrak. 


m.  s. 

2  47 

2  46 

2  56 

2  59 


3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 


6 
13 
24 
30 
29 
28 
13 
22 


3  34 

4  59 


Line  stopped,  lA.  11m.  33«. ;  bottom  at  2,750,  in  \h,  9m.  3<. ;  50  fathoms  slack  line. 

In  the  other  boat  Mr.  Danels  had  a  line  of  about  the  same  size, 
doubled  and  waxed  for  the  first  700  fathoms,  (single  and  unwaxed  after 
that.)  He  used  two  32-pound  shot,  and  got  bottom  at  2,690  fathoms 
in  Ih.  9m. 

January  19,  1852. 
Latitude  20  10*  10*  iV.,  O  m. ;  longitude  19©  57  28"  W.,  O  a.  m. 

Boat  soukding. — Ma.  Danels. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A 

>  M. 

Tnterrals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A 

.  M. 

Intervals. 

A.      III. 

t. 

m.    s. 

A.    m. 

t. 

m.    t. 

Started... 

9    50 

58 

1,500 

10    20 

0 

2    47 

100 

9    51 

47 

0    49 

1,600 

10    22 

48 

2    48 

200 

9    52 

50 

1      3 

1,700 

10    25 

46 

2    58 

300 

9    54 

6 

1     16 

1,800 

10    28 

47 

3      1 

400 

9    55 

30 

1    24 

1,900 

10    31 

50 

3      3 

500 

9    57 

4 

1    34 

2,000 

10    35 

2 

3    12 

600 

9    58 

46 

1    42 

2,100 

10    38 

20 

3    18 

700 

10      0 

38 

1    52 

2,200 

10    41 

37 

3    17 

800 

10      2 

40 

2      2 

2,300 

10    45 

0 

3    23 

900 

10      4 

53 

2    13 

2,400 

10    48 

24 

3    24 

1,000 

10      7 

12 

2    19 

2,500 

10    51 

58 

3    34 

1,100 

10      9 

35 

2    23 

2,600 

10    55 

41 

3    43 

1,200 

10    12 

3 

2    28 

2,700 

11      0 

26 

4    45 

1,300 
1,400 

10    14 
10    17 

35 
13 

2    32 

2    38 

2,750 

_  _ 

0      5 

30 

1 

5      4 

Line  stopped,  \k,  14m.  32i. ;  bottom  at  2,690,  in  \k.  9m.  Os. ;  60  fitthoms  slack  line. 
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Mr.  Danels  made  some  current  observations  before  his  line  parted, 
aod  bove  the  log  from  his  boat  as  it  returned,  and  found  that  the  bare 
brig  whilst  lying  to  had  drifted  three  miles  WN  W.  during  the  3i  hours 
bis  boat  was  absent.     Our  patent  log,  hanging  below  the  surface  to  a 
short  scope  of  tow-hne  fast  to  the  stem,  showed  a  drift  of  two  knots. 
It  could  not  be  expected  to  record  all  the  drift  made.     If  the  Pandora 
used  large  line  of  any  kind,  whicli  must  sink  slowly,  and  if  the  cast 
\^as  made  from  the  vessel  whilst  hove  to  under  short  sail,  or  with  sails 
fiirled  except  when  there  was  no  air  and  current,  or  if  the  cast  was 
made  from  a  boat  which  was  not  kept  plumb  over  the  descending  shot 
or  lead,  any  quantity  of  line  might  have  been  paid  out  without  gi>^g 
SL  reliable  indication  of  bottom.     Lieutenant  Maury's  system  of  sound- 
ing with  small  waxed  fishing  line  is  the  best  that  has  yet  been  devised. 
With  a  small  waxed  line,  in  a  smooth  sea,  in  calm  or  hght  weather, 
with  a  heavy  lead,  sounding  from  a  boat  kept  by  the  oars  over  the 
lead,  with  the  line  running  plumb,  a  reliable  sound  may  be  got.     Wire, 
such  as  Lieut.  Walsh,  U.  S.  N.,  used  in  the  Taney,  looks  and  feels 
taut  all  the  time,  and  will  run  down  straight  perhaps  as  long  as  it  is 
paid  out.     Spun  yam,  used  by  Capt  Ross,  R.  N.,  is  rather  a  retrograde 
method  upon  the  usual  lead  line.     The  officers  of  the  Dolphin  will 
hardly  agree  with  Captain  Denham,  R.  N.,  that  a  9-pound  lead  will 
sink  7,076  fathoms  of  fishing  line  (up  and  down)  and  find  the  bottom 
at  eight  statute  miles,  with  the  line  taking  nine  and  a  half  hours  to 
descend. 

The  line  which  Mr.  Renshaw  sounded  A^th  to-dav  is  from  two  reels 
left  at  New  York  by  the  United  States  frigate  Congress.  It  is  much 
the  best  line  we  have,  and  is  probably  the  same  kind  that  Captain 
Denham  got  of  Commodore  McKeever. 

At  night  the  sea,  though  less  phosporescent  than  it  has  been  lately, 
gave  (logs  b}'  Mr.  Mayo)  *'  the  appearance  of  sparkling  ibam  to  the 
crest  of  the  small  waves  near  us,  and  further  off  it  looked  like  break- 
ers." 

January  20. — At  2h.  40m.  p.  m.  furled  sail.  Took  temperature  ob- 
servations, and  the  lines  came  in  at  a  great  angle. 

Made  three  attempts  to  sound  from  a  boat  with  unwaxed  line.  First 
fria/:  The  line  parted  with  two  shot,  when  700  fathoms  were  out. 

FIRST  TRIAL. 

January  20,  1852. 
LfUiludc  0^  23'  54"  A'.,  O  m.;  longitude  2lo  45'  0"  JV.,  O  p-  m. 

Boat  Sounding. — Mr.  Renshaw. 


i^tthom. 


SUrtod.. 
100 


Time  P. 

M. 

'  Interrals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

k,    m. 

s. 

m.  s. 

h.    m. 

f. 

tft.   a. 

3  23 

50 

400 

3  27 

17 

1  24 

3  23 

42 

0  52 

500 

3  28 

35 

1  18 

3  94 

43 

1   0 

GOO 

3  30 

12 

1  37 

3  25 

53 

1  11 

!    700 

3  32 

19 

2   7 

Une  parted ;  time  nmning,  9m,  399. ;  no  bottom. 
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Second  trial:  The  line  parted  with  one  shot,  with  830  fathoms  oat. 

SECOND  TRIAL 

January  12,  1852. 
Latitvdc  Oo  23'  54"  iV.,  ©  m./  bngilude  21©  45'  (T  W.,  Q  p.  m. 

Boat  Suundis'g. — Mr.  Rensiiaw. 


Fathoms. 


Time  P.  M. 


I 


Started . . . 
100 
200 
300 
400 


h.  m.  9. 

3  47  25 

3  48  19 

3  49  38 

3  51  18 

3  53  12 


Intoryals. 


tn,    s. 


Fathoms. 


0  54  I 

1  19  I 
1  40  ' 
1  54 


500 
600 
700 
800 
830 


1 

Time  P. 

M. 

Interrali. 

1 

n.    fit. 

t. 

m.    s. 

3    55 

23 

2    11 

3    57 

48 

2    S5 

4      0 

35 

2    47 

4      4 

40 

4      5 

4      6 

0 

1    90 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  18m.  355. ;  no  bottom. 

Third  trial:  (with  one  shot);  cut  the  line  (it  was  getting  dark)  when 
3,000  fathoms  were  out,  and  returned  to  the  brig,  which  was  three 
miles  off. 

THIRD  TRIAL. 

January  20,  1852. 
Latitude  Qo  23'  54"  iV.,  O  m. ;  longUude  2lo  45'  0"  JV.,  Q  p.  m. 

Boat  Sounding. — Mr.  Rensuaw. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals.   : 

1 

Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

A.     fit. 

a. 

1 

m.    s.     1 

h,    m. 

a. 

m.    s. 

SUrted... 

4    55 

54 

1 

1,600 

5    35 

23 

3    28 

100 

4    56 

54 

1       0     ! 

1,700 

5    38 

49 

3    26 

200 

4    58 

19 

1     25    i 

1,800 

5    42 

10 

3    21 

300 

5      0 

2 

1    43    1 

1,900 

5    45 

42 

3    32 

400 

5      1 

52 

1     50    ! 

2,000 

5    49 

16 

3    34 

500 

5      3 

49 

1     57 

2,100 

5    53 

14 

3    58 

600 

5      6 

21 

2    32    I 

2,200 

5    56 

50 

3    36 

700 

5      8 

46 

2    25    . 

2,300 

6      0 

27 

3    37 

800 

5     11 

29 

2    43    : 

2,400 

6      3 

47 

3    20 

900 

5    14 

14 

2    45    1 

2,500 

6      7 

18 

3    31 

1,000 

5     16 

56 

2    42    ! 

2,600 

6    10 

35 

3    17 

1,100 

5     19 

52 

2    56    ! 

2,700 

6     14 

6 

3    31 

1,200 

5    22 

48 

2    56    . 

2,800 

6    17 

20 

3    14 

1,300 

5    25 

40 

2    52    ' 

2,900 

6    20 

36 

3    16 

1,400 

5    28 

48 

3      8    , 

3,000 

6    24 

10 

3    34 

1,500 

5    31 

55 

3      7     1 

i 

Cut  the  line  ;  time  running,  Ih.  28m.  16t. ;  no  bottom  at  2,000. 

The  line  had  not  run  up  and  down,  and  the  sounding  was  not  satis- 
factory, owing,  Mr.  Renshaw  reports,  to  the  "  irregular,  short,  chop- 
ping sea,  occasioned  no  doubt  by  the  scpialls  of  the  preceding  night." 

Estimate  no  bottom  at  2,000  fathoms. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

£Dter  the  ?olcanic  region  ;  paw  through  it  three  times — Make  uiuucceasful  search  for  **Kru- 
lenstem's  Tolcano,"  "Triton's  shoal/'  *'Bouyet's  sandy  island,"  «*Aquila  recf/***Le 
Pacific, shock,'*  and  "Crown  reef" — Take  many  deep-sea  soundings,  and  find  no  signs  of 
rolcanoes  or  other  dangers. 

Janvary  21. — ^At  Oh.  54m.  a.  m.  crossed  the  equator  in  longitude  22<^ 
?39*W.,  and  entered  the  volcanic  region  which  is  described  in  the 
instructions  proposed  by  Lieutenant  Maury,  Superintendent  of  the 
Naval  Observatory,  and  adopted  by  the  Navy  Department  for  my 
guidance,  as  extending  from  the  equator  to  7o  S.  between  18o  and  25^ 
W.  longitude,  and  which  is  further  described  in  the  English  sailing  di- 
rections (Laurie's  South  Atlantic  Directory,  London,  1845)  "  to  be  a 
tract  which  has  been  very  fertile  in  the  production  of  vigias." 

At  9  a.  m.  took  temperature  soundings  from  the  brig  and  a  deep-sea 
cast  from  a  boat,  (Mr.  Danels,)  with  one  32-pound  shot,  unwaxed  line. 
The  line  stopped  nmning  at  2,125  fathoms,  iind  Mr.  Danels  thinks  it 
then  parted.     The  sea  was  rough  and  irregular;  wind  4. 

January  21,  1852. 
LatUude  0^  34'  30"  5.,  Q  m.;  hngkude  22©  40-  18"  W.,  O  a.  m. 

Boat  Soukdikg. — Mr.  Oanels. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A.  M. 

Intervals. 

h. 

m.    s. 

m.    s. 

SUrted... 

9 

37    46 

lOO 

9 

38    30 

0    44 

20O 

9 

39    58 

1    28 

300 

9 

41    52 

1    54 

400 

9 

44      4 

2    12 

500 

9 

46    30 

2    26 

60O 

9 

49      0 

2    30 

700 

9 

51    50 

2    50 

800 

9 

54    56 

3      6 

900 

9 

58    16 

3    20 

1,000 

10 

1    47 

3    31 

1,100 

10 

5    23 

3    36 

Fathoms. 

Time  A, 

M. 

Intervals. 

h. 

m. 

f. 

m.    J. 

1,200 

10 

9 

14 

3    51 

1,300 

10 

13 

14 

4      0 

1,400 

10 

17 

20 

4      6 

1,500 

10 

21 

29 

4      9 

1,600 

10 

25 

50 

4    21 

1,700 

10 

30 

25 

4    35 

1,800 

10 

34 

50 

4    25 

1,900 

10 

39 

40 

4    50 

2,000 

10 

44 

39 

4    59 

.   2,100 

10 

49 

48 

5      9 

2,125 

1 

10 

51 

45 

1     57 

Lino  parted ;  time  running,  \h.  13m.  595. 

Boarded  an  American  whaling  bark.  The  appearance  of  the  sea 
^  night  is  much  changed,  and  scarcely  a  sparkle  can  now  be  seen. 

hn  an:  22. — At  9  a.  m.  took  temperature  soundings  from  the  brig 
^(I  a  leep-sea  cast  from  a  boat.  Mr.  Renshaw  thought  he  got  bottom 
at  3,(h.O  fathoms,  with  one  shot  and  the  unwaxed  line.  To  keep  the 
Hne  running  up  and  down,  Mr.  R.  was  obliged  to  pull  moderately  with 
three  oars  nearly  all  the  time,  though  the  wind  and  sea  were  moderate 
(3)  at  the  time. 
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January  22,  1852. 
Latiludc  20  27'  39"  5.,  O  m. ;  longitude  23°  37  58'  W.,  O  a.  m. 

Boat  Sounding. — Mr.  Rensiiaw. 


*  Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

1 
M. 

Intervals. 

h.    m. 

9. 

m.    s. 

1 

A.    m. 

s. 

m.    s. 

Started . . . 

9     15 

40 

1      1,600 

10      3 

21 

4      3 

100 

9     17 

0 

1    20 

I      1,700 

10      7 

22 

4       1 

200 

9     18 

45 

1    45 

1       1,800 

10    11 

30 

4      8 

300 

9    20 

42 

1    57 

1,900 

10     15 

32 

4      2 

400 

9    23 

7 

2    25 

2,000 

10    19 

43 

4     11 

500 

9    25 

42 

2    35 

2,100 

10    23 

51 

4      8 

600 

9    28 

22 

2    40 

2,200 

10    28 

6 

4    15 

700 

9    31 

21 

2    59 

'      2,300 

10    32 

22 

4    16 

800 

9    34 

21 

3      0 

2,400 

10    37 

58 

5    36 

900 

9    37 

41 

3    20 

>      2,500 

10    42 

19 

4    21 

1,000 

9    41 

0 

3    19 

;      2,600 

10    46 

27 

4      8 

1,100 

9    44 

21 

3    21 

2,700 

10    50 

36 

4      9 

1,200 

9    47 

55 

3    34 

2,800 

10    55 

6 

4    30 

1,300 

9    51 

33 

3    38 

2,900 

10    59 

50 

4    44 

1,400 

9    55 

20 

3    47 

1      3,000 

11      4 

30 

4    40 

1,500 

9    59 

18 

3    58 

3,080 

11     11 

58 

7    28 

Time  running,  Ih.  56m.  I85. ;  bottom  at  3,020,  in  Ih.  50m.  A2s, 

Took  current  observations  from  boat  riding  to  the  shot  and  heading 
east ;  the  result  given  is  probably  drift.  Then  cut  the  line  and  puUca 
by  the  log  three  miles  to  rejoin  the  brig,  which  had  drifted  that  distance, 
lying  to  under  bare  poles,  in  3h.  25m.  Saw  one  sail.  The  transpa- 
rency of  the  water  was  tried  from  the  brig,  and  also  from  the  boat, 
with  different  foot-square  blocks  painted  white.  The  trial  from  the 
boat  gav'e  two  fathoms  the  most. 

January  23. — At  9h.  30m.  a.  m.  took  temperature  soundings  on 
board,  and  a  deep-sea  cast  from  a  boat,  with  one  sliot,  unwaxed  line. 
Sea  somewhat  rough  on  the  surface,  such  as  is  usual  with  a  moderate 
trade  wind.  Mr.  Danels  reports  that  at  2,200  fathoms  the  line  ran 
very  slowly  up  and  down ;  when  stopping  it  he  found  there  was  no 
strain  on  it,  and  after  hauling  in  200  fathoms  more  there  was  still  so 
little  strain  upon  it  that  one  man  could  haul  it  in  easily  ;  he  concluded 
it  had  parted. 


S.  Doc.  59. 
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JANUARY  23,  1862. 
5.,   ©  m.;  langilnde  24^ 

Boat  Soundiitg. — Mr.  Dakels. 


FatboiDs. 


SUrtad. 

100 


300 
400 
500 
900 
700 
800 
900 
1,000 
1.100 


Time  A.  M. 


M,   in. 
9  34 


9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
10 


s. 

5 
35  19 


37 
39 


0 
1 


41  15 

43  44 

46  36 

49  30 

52  33 

55  45 

59  7 

2  29 


Intervals. 


m.  9. 

1  14 

1  41 

2  1 
2  14 
2  29 
2  52 

2  54 

3  3 
3  12 
3  22 
3  22 


Fathonui. 


1,200 
1,300 
1,400 
1,500 
1,600 
1,700 
1,800 
1,900 
2,000 
2,100 
2,200 
2,215 


Time  A.  M. 


hm  m.  s. 

10  5  59 

10  9  43 

10  13  36 

10  17  26 

10  21  22 

10  25  33 

10  29  49 

10  34  15 

10  39  4 

10  43  52 

10  50  20 

10  51  45 


IntenralB. 


3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
6 
1 


s. 

30 
44 

53 

50 
56 
11 
16 
26 
49 
48 
28 
25 


Line  parted ;  time  running,  Ih.  17m.  405. 

The  brig,  lying  to  under  bare  poles,  drifted,  by  the  boat's  log,  two- 
Is  of  a  knot  per  hour.  At  4  p.  m.  passed  out  of  the  volcanic  re- 
,  in  latitude  4^  25'  S.,  longitude  25^  W.     In  the  morning  and 

(evening  noticed  sholes  of  bonita  and  albicore,  apparently  chasing  small 
fish,  and  flocks  of  sea-fowl  preying  on  those  driven  out  of  water  by 
lie  bonita  and  albicore.     These  last  seem  to  shole  togetlier. 

January  24. — At  9h.  30m.  a.  m.  took  temperature  soundings  from 
brig,  anfl  made  a  deep  sea  cast  and  current  observations  from  the  boat. 
Mr.  Renshaw  got  lx)ltom  at  2,970  fathoms  with  the  i^mallest  size  waxed 
Ibp  and  one  32-pound  shot.  The  line  ran  remarkably  well.  The 
reel  was  checked  but  twice  during  the  running  of  the  first  100  fath- 
oms, and  not  again  ;  but  when  the  400  fathoms  were  out,  the  line  was 
pulled  off  the  reel  by  hand  as  in  heaving  the  log,  so  that  the  shot  had 
noi  to  turn  the  reel  but  only  to  take  the  line  down. 
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January  24,  1852. 
Latitude  5°  42'  C  S.,  0  tn.;  longitude  25°  40'  SO"  fV.y  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  Sounding. — Mr.  Renshaw. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

1 

Time  A 

.  M. 

A.     III. 

9. 

fn.    8.     1 

h.    m. 

s. 

m.    s. 

SUrted... 

9    20 

32 

' 

1,600 

9    58 

48 

3    18 

100 

9    21 

25 

0    53 

1,700 

10      2 

10 

3    23 

200 

9    22 

45 

1    20 

1,800 

10      5 

38 

3    28 

300 

9    24 

20 

1    35 

1,900 

10      9 

7 

3    29 

400 

9    26 

9 

1    49 

2,000 

10    12 

42 

3    35 

500 

9    28 

8 

1    59 

2,100 

10    16 

25 

3    43 

600 

9    30 

22 

2    14 

2,200 

10    20 

9 

3    44 

700 

9    32 

38 

2    16 

2,300 

10    23 

59 

3    50 

800 

9    35 

5 

2    27 

2,400 

10    27 

55 

3    56 

900 

9    37 

35 

2    30 

2,500 

10    31 

59 

4      4 

1,000 

9    40 

16 

2    41 

2,600 

10    35 

58 

3    59 

1,100 

9    43 

3 

2    47 

2,700 

10    40 

11 

4    13 

1,200 

9    45 

58 

2    55 

2,800 

10    44 

•33 

4    23 

1,300 

9    49 

3 

3      5 

2,900 

10    48 

54 

4    21 

1,400 

9    52 

15 

3    12 

3,000 

10    54 

58 

6      4 

1,500 

9    55 

30 

3    15    ! 

1 

Line  stopped,  Ih.  34tti  26s. ;  bottom  at  2,970,  in  Ih,  32m.  37s. 

The  current  observations  taken  from  the  boat  whilst  riding  to  the 
shot  with  this  long  scope  of  line  was  probably  affected  by  the  breeze, 
moderate  (4)  from  SE. 

The  transparency  was  tried  from  the  brig  and  boat  with  the  white 
painted  foot-square  blocks.  The  observation  from  the  boat  •(distin* 
guished  by  the  letter  b)  gave  three  fathoms  most. 

January  25. — At  9h.  30m.  a.  m.  took  temperature  observations  from 
the  brig,  and  deep-sea  soundings  and  current  observations  from  the 
boat.  Mr.  Danels  got  bottom,  with  one  shot  and  waxed  line,  at  3,250 
fathoms ;  the  Hne  ran  well.     Saw  one  sail. 


S.  Doc.  59. 
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January  25,  1852. 
LafUvde  6o  59  42"  5.,  O  m. ;  longitude  25©  42  54"  JV.y  Q  a.  m. 


Boat  Sounding. — Mr.  Danels. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A 

.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intervals. 

k.    m. 

*. 

tn.    s. 

A.      fit. 

s. 

m.    J. 

Stmited.. . 

9    33 

5 

1,700 

10    12 

16 

3    17 

100 

9    34 

10     ; 

1      5 

1,800 

10    15 

33 

3    17 

200 

9    35 

33 

1    23 

1,900 

10    19 

3 

3    30 

3U0 

9    37 

10 

1    37 

2,000 

10    22 

34 

3    31 

400 

9    38 

58 

1    48 

2,100 

10    26 

11 

3    37 

500 

9    40 

50 

1    52 

2,200 

10    29 

48 

3    37 

600 

9    42 

48 

1    58 

2,300 

10    33 

36 

3    48 

700 

9    45 

8 

2    20 

2,400 

10    37 

20 

3    44 

800 

9    47 

22 

2     14 

2,500 

10    41 

17 

3    57 

900 

9    49 

43 

2    21 

2,600 

10    45 

15 

3    58 

1,000 

9    51 

41 

1    58 

2,700 

10    49 

15 

4      0 

1.100 

9    54 

20 

2    39 

2,800 

10    53 

17 

4      2 

1,300 

9    57 

3 

2    43 

2,900 

10    57 

17 

4      0 

1,3U0 

9    59 

55 

2    52 

3,000 

11      1 

30 

4    13 

1.400 

10      2 

45 

2    50 

3,100 

11      5 

41 

4    11 

1.500 

10      5 

48 

3      3 

3,200 

11      9 

51 

4    10 

1,600 

10      8 

59 

3    11 

3,290 

11     15 

51 

6      0 

Line  stopped,  Ik.  42in.  46s. ;  bottom  at  3,250,  Ih,  40m.  6s. 

January  26. — ^At  9h.  10m.  p.  m.  saw  a  partial  luneir  rainbow.  This 
morning  again  entered  the  volcanic  region  in  5^  45'  S.,  longitude 
250W. 

January  27. — Mr.  Danels  got  bottom  from  the  boat,  with  one  shot 
yni  3,200  iathoms  waxed  fishing  line.  The  sea  was  rough  and 
irregular. 

January  27.  1852. 
Latitude  40  ir  34"  5.,  G  m. ;  longitude  24^  0'  41"  TV.,  O  a.  m. 

Boat  Sounding. — Mr.  Danels. 


Fathomi. 

Time  A 

.  M. 

Intervals.  • 

Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intervals. 

A. 

m. 

S8 

1 

m.    5. 

A. 

m. 

9. 

m.    J8 

Surted... 

9 

36 

48 

1,700 

10 

20 

4 

3    31 

100 

9 

37 

50 

1      2 

1,800 

10 

23 

47 

3    43 

200 

9 

39 

20 

1    30    i 

1,900 

10 

27 

35 

3    48 

900 

9 

41 

0 

1    40    : 

2,000 

10 

31 

29 

3    54 

400 

9 

43 

0 

2      0 

2,100 

10 

35 

40 

4     11 

500 

9 

45 

5 

2      5 

2,200 

10 

39 

30 

3    50 

GOO 

9 

47 

18 

2    13 

2,300 

10 

43 

31 

4      1 

TOO 

9 

49 

40 

2    22 

2,400 

10 

47 

38 

4      7 

800 

9 

52 

10 

2    30 

2,500 

10 

51 

45 

4      7 

900 

9 

54 

48 

2    38 

2,600 

10 

56 

9 

4    24 

1,000 

9 

57 

35 

2    47 

2,700 

11 

0 

35 

4    26 

1,100 

10 

0 

30 

2    55 

2,800 

11 

4 

56 

4    21 

1.900 

10 

3 

28 

2    58 

2,9    ) 

11 

9 

43 

4    47 

1,900 

10 

6 

40 

3    12 

3,000 

11 

14 

18 

4    35 

1,400 

10 

9 

52 

3    12 

.3,100 

11 

19 

52 

4    34 

1,500 

10 

13 

8 

3    16 

3,200 

11 

25 

44 

5    52 

1,(00 

10 

16 

33 

3    25 

Bottom;  time  running,  Ik.  48m,  S6t, 
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After  sounding,  parted  the  line  at  about  400  or  500  fathoms  below 
the  surface,  and  he  then  found  that  in  15J  minutes  the  next  100  fath- 
oms was  laid  out  by  drift  of  boat  merely.  Sea  somewhat  phospho- 
rescent at  night. 

Jantiary  28. — ^Examined  the  log  lines  and  glasses  and  found  them 
correct.  This  examination  was  required  to  be  made  daily,  and  the 
result  entered  in  the  log  book,  during  the  cruize,  but  mention  of  it  is 
omitted  in  this  abstract. 

January  29. — Mr.  Danels  got  bottom,  with  one  32- pound  shot  and 
waxed  line,  at  3,575  fathoms.     Wind  3 ;  sea  moderate  but  irregular. 

January  29,  1852. 
Latitude  3o  33"  28"  S.,  Q  tn. ;  longitude  22o  38'  27"  W.,  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  Soukding. — Mr.  Davels. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A 

.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A 

.  M. 

Intenrals. 

A.    tn. 

9. 

m.    8. 

A.    fix. 

s. 

m.    i. 

SUrted... 

9     19 

12 

1,900 

10    11 

13 

3    29 

100 

9    20 

15 

I      3 

2,000 

10    14 

45 

3    33 

2200 

9    21 

45 

1    30 

2,100 

10    18 

23 

3    38 

300 

9    23 

35 

1    50 

2,200 

10    21 

57 

3    34 

400 

9    25 

34 

1    59 

2,300 

10    25 

37 

3    40 

500 

9    27 

46 

2    12 

2,400 

10    29 

10 

3    33 

600 

9    30 

0 

2    14 

2,500 

10    32 

44 

3    34 

700 

9    32 

45 

2    45 

2,600 

10    36 

15 

3    31 

800 

9    36 

7 

3    22 

2,700 

10    39 

58 

3    43 

900 

9    39 

0 

2    53 

2,800 

10    44 

5 

4      7 

1,000 

9    41 

48 

2    48 

2,900 

10    49 

30 

5    25 

1,100 

9    44 

45 

2    57 

3,000 

10    53 

38 

4      8 

1,200 

9    47 

47 

3      2 

3,100 

10    57 

58 

4    20 

1,300 

9    51 

1 

3    14 

3,200 

11      2 

57 

4    59 

1,400 

9    54 

18 

3    17 

3,300 

11      7 

36 

4    39 

1,500 

9    57 

36 

3    18 

3,400 

11    12 

45 

5      9 

1,600 

10      0 

50 

3    14 

3,500 

11    17 

7 

4    22 

1,700 

10      4 

15 

3    25 

3,600 

11    22 

22 

5    15 

1,800 

10      7 

43 

3    28 

3,700 

11    33 

0 

10    38 

Time  ruiming,  2/i.  13m.  48s. ;  bottom  at  3,575,  in  Ih.  59m.  135. 

Saw  sea  birds  and  flying  fish. 

January  30. — Saw  one  sail  and  many  sea-birds.  Mr.  Renshaw 
made  a  deep-sea  cast  from  a  boat,  wind  2,  swell  moderate,  and  Hltle 
surface  sea.  Used  two  32-pound  shot,  waxed  line.  The  first  1,000 
fathoms  of  line  was  of  the  smallest  size,  doubled  and  waxed ;  the  rest 
was  one-third  larger,  and  was  tarred.  This  sized  line  weighs  10  ounces 
more  in  the  100  fathoms  after  being  tarred.  The  line  ran  very  quick 
and  well  to  2,650  fathoms,  when  it  parted  200  fathoms  below  the  sur- 
face, at  a  bad  place,  not  detected  when  it  was  overhauled. 


a  Doc.  59. 
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Jaihtart  30,  1852. 
LatUude  2©  47  (T  5.,  ©  m.;  langUvde  20^  64'  (T  W^.,  0  j?.  m. 


Boat  Souvoing. — Mr.  Rekshaw. 


Athoin. 

Time  P.  M. 

Interrak.  j 

Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intenrab. 

M«       vw*        •» 

1 
1 

m.    s.     . 

Ma         III* 

9, 

m.    f. 

Siaited... 

3    a?    50 

1 
1 

1,400 

4      4 

15 

2    41 

100 

3    38    41 

0    51    , 

1,500 

4      7 

5 

2    50 

»0 

3    3a»  45 

1        4     ; 

1,600 

4      9 

50 

2    55 

300 

3    41      0 

1     15    1 

1,700 

4    12 

41 

2    51 

400 

3    42    28 

1    28 

1,800 

4    15 

36 

2    55 

500 

3    44      6 

1    38    ' 

1,900 

4    18 

36 

3      0 

GOO 

3    45    50 

1    44 

2,000 

4    21 

42 

3      6 

700 

3    47    37 

1    47 

2,100 

4    24 

50 

3      8 

800 

3    49    41 

2      4 

2,200 

4    28 

0 

3    10 

900 

3    51    55 

2    14 

2,300 

4    31 

13 

3    13 

1.000 

3    54    15 

2     20     ; 

2,400 

4    34 

38 

3    25 

1,100 

3    56    31 

2    16 

2,500 

4    38 

4 

3    26 

1,900 

3    58    56 

2    25 

2,600 

4    41 

34 

3    30 

1,300 

4      1    34 

2    38 

2,650 

4    44 

40 

3      6 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  lA.  6m.  50f. 

Krusenstern's  Volcano. 

January  31. — At  7h.  a.  m.  furled  sail,  took  temperature  soundings 
fettn  the  brig,  and  Mr.  Mayo  got  bottom  (heaving  from  a  boat)  with 
one  32-pDund  shot  and  waxed  line  at  3,450  fathoms,  having  hauled  in 
100  fathoms  of  slack-line ;  wind  light,  swell  long  and  smooth ;  weather 
Kpally ;  and  with  the  boat  thus  anchored  took  the  current  observations 
ghren  in  the  abstract. 

January  31,  1852. 
Latitude  2o  26'  8"  S.,  0  m.;  hngUude  20o  47  36"  W.,  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  bounding. — Mr.  Mato. 


Fathom*. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

InterFah. 

h.    m 

s. 

m.    s. 

A.     Ml. 

t. 

m.    s. 

Suited... 

6    51 

55 

1,900 

7    52 

33 

4    24 

100 

6    52 

50 

0    55    ' 

2,000 

7    57 

0 

•4    27 

90O 

90O 

6    54 
6    55 

10 
55 

1    20 
1    45 

2,100 
2,200 

8      5 

43 

8    43 

40O 

6    58 

4 

2      9 

2,300 

8    10 

7 

4    24 

50O 

7      0 

35 

2    31 

2,400 

8    14 

24 

4     17 

6D0 

7      3 

18 

2    43 

2,500 

8    19 

11 

4    47 

TOO 

7      6 

18 

3      0 

2,600 

8    24 

0 

4    49 

80O 

7      9 

30 

3    12 

2,700 

8    29 

lU 

5    10 

90O 

7    12 

47 

3    17 

2,800 

8    34 

7 

4    57 

I,00O 

7     14 

27 

1    40 

2,900 

8    39 

7 

5      0 

1,1(10 

7     17 

57 

3    30 

3,000 

8    44 

25 

5    18 

1,900 

7    21 

30 

3    33 

3,100 

8    49 

52 

5    27 

1,300 

7    25 

16 

3    46 

3,200 

8    56 

40 

6    48 

1,400 

7    29 

11 

3    55 

3,300 

9      4 

5 

7    25 

1,500 

7    32 

55 

3    44 

3,400 

9    12 

12 

8      7 

1,600 

7    39 

38 

6    43 

3,500 

9    20 

25 

8    13 

1,700 

7    43 

54 

4    16 

3,550 

9    23 

35 

3    10 

1,800 

7    48 

9 

4    15 

Time  nmniiiff,  2%.  31m.  40f. ;  BotUfm  at  3,450  Atboma,  in  24.  d4iii.  34i. 
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This  sounding  was  taken  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Admiral 
Krusenstern's  supposed  volcano,  of  which  the  following  account  is  given 
on  p.  81  of  Laurie's  South  Atlantic  Directory,  London,  1845 : 

"  On  the  19th  of  May,  1806^  at  five  in  the  evening,  *  we  saw%  in  lati 
tude  2o  43'  S.  and  longitude  20^  35'  W.,  in  the  direction  of  NNW., 
and  at  the  distance  of  about  twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  a  singular  phenom- 
enon, but  .which  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  day,  we  were  unable  to 
examine  sufficiently  close  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  it. 

"  'A  cloud  of  smoke  arose  to  about  the  height  of  a  ship's  mast ;  disap- 
peared suddenly;  then  rose  again,  and  vanished^ entirely.  It  could 
not  be  a  water  spout,  nor  a  ship  on  fire,  as  some  persons  on  board  con- 
ceived, for  the  smoke  rose  much  too  high ;  and  Dr.  Horner  was  of  the 
opinion  that  if  the  whole  was  not  an  ocular  deception,  occasioned  by  a 
peculiar  refraction  of  the  raj's  of  light,  it  had  all  the  appearance  of  a 
volcanic  eruption,  and  was  possibly  the  forerunner  of  an  island-' " 

The  Russian  admiral  was  in  latitude  2^  43'  south,  longitude  20^ 
35'  west,  when  he  saw,  late  in  the  day,  "a  singular  phenomenon," 
"in  the  direction  of  NNW.,  and  at  the  distance  of  about  twelve  or  fif- 
teen miles."  Assuming  this  to  be  the  compass  bearing,  and  the  dis- 
tance fifteen  miles,  the  position*  of  the  phenomenon  would  be  2^  31' 
south,  and  20°  44'  west.  Our  sounding  station,  at  7  a.  m.,  subse- 
quently proved — ^by  observations  of  the  sun,  got  that  morning  for  longi- 
tude, and  at  noon  for  latitude — to  be  a  few  miles  NW.  of  this  inferred 
position,  which,  however,  was  covered  by  our  radius  of  vision- 

We  saw  no  indication  whatever  of  this  supposed  vulcano,  which  has 
not  been  heard  of  since  ]  806,  and  which  was  fruitlessly  searched  for 
by  the  United  States  exploring  expedition  in  1838. 

February  1. — Sunday. — A  long  swell  from  southward  and  eastward. 
Mustered  the  crew,  and  Mr.  Mayo  (it  being  his  turn)  read  the  articles 
of  war  to  tlie  officers  and  crew. 

February  2. — Sea  quite  sparkling  at  night.  At  9h.  30m.  a.m.  dropped 
a  boat  to  sound,  furled  sail,  and  took  temperature  soundings  from  the 
brig-  The  cy Under  with  water,  from  400  fathoms  depth,  was  hauled 
up  in  fifty-five  minutes,  and  came  in  at  a  great  angle.  Mr.  Danels  re- 
ports that  he  used  two  shot  and  waxed  line,  and  that  the  line  parted  at 
a  great  depth,  when  1,960  fathoms  were  out. 
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LalMe  lo  9  3(r  S.,  D.  R.;  longitude  19°  2»  ^  W.,  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  souxdixg. — Mk.  Danels. 


PatbooH. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intervals. 

• 

Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intenrals. 

k,    m. 

3. 

m.    $. 

k.    m. 

* 

s. 

m.    a. 

SUrted... 

9    20 

10 

1.200 

9    42 

43 

3    34 

100 

9    21 

5 

0    55 

1.300 

9    45 

13 

2    30 

m 

9    22 

17 

1     12 

1.400 

9    47 

46 

2    33 

300 

•9    23 

43 

1     26 

1,500 

9    50 

30 

2    44 

400 

9    25 

20 

1     37 

],6U» 

9    53 

12 

2    42- 

50O 

9    27 

5 

1     45 

1,700 

9    55 

55 

2    43 

GOO 

9    28 

57 

1     52 

i;800 

9    58 

40 

2    45 

700 

9    30 

57 

2      0 

K900 

10      1 

38 

2    58 

800 

9    33 

3 

2      6 

1,940 

10  »  2 

38 

1      0 

900 
1,000 

9    35 
9    37 

15 

28 

2    12 
2    13 

1,960 

10      6 

38 

4      0 

1,100 

9    40 

9 

2    41 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  46m.  28s. ;  no  bottom. 

The  log  was  then  hove,  with  the  boat  heading  ESE.     Wind  SE.  by 
8.;  force  3.    Sea  rough  and  irregular.    The  result  shows  that  the  boat 
drifted  WN  W.  six-tenths  of  a  knot  per  hour. 
FAruary  3. — The  sea  unusually  phosphorescent.    Crossed  the  equa- 
"^^^  tor  at  4h.  a.  m.,  in  18°  59'  29^*  west — having  passed  a  second  time 
iljrough  tlie  volcanic  region.     At  Oh.  30m.  p.  m.,  furled  sail — ^the  tem- 
perature lines  came  in  much  incHned.     Two  trials  were  made  at  400 
talhoms ;  the  results  differed  4^.  • 

Caught  a  shark  seven  feet  long.     Mr.  Danels  made  a  deep-sea  cast 
from  a  boat ;  wind  light,  (2;)  sea  smooth — an  excellent  time  for  sound- 
ing.    The  line  on  the  reel  was  the  largest  size  fishing  line,  waxed 
throughout,  and  double  first  200  fathoms ;  used  one  32  shot.     When 
3,800  fathoms  had  run  out,  Mr-  Danels  discovered,  much  to  his  sur- 
prise, that  the  line  stretched  ahead  with  much  inclination,  and  con- 
tinued so  after  he  had  pulled  hard  for  fifteen  minutes,  and  gathered  in 
300  fathoms  of  it;  when,  finding  that  the  cjist  was  lost,  as  the  line  had 
not  run  up  and  down,  though  he  had  pulled  gently  on  two  oars  whilst 
making  the  cast,  he  had  the  foul-hne  (which  had  been  hauled  in)  cut 
off,  and  the  reel  end  bent  to  the  shot  end,  and  found  that  the  line  then 
nin  out  at  the  rate  of  six  minutes  to  100  fathoms,  though  the  shot  was 
not  acting  on  it. 
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February  3,  1852. 
Latitude  0°  18'  5"  N.,  ©  m. ;  longitude  18°  -W  36"  W^.,  O 

Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Oanbls. 


a.  ffi. 


p.  m. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intoi^vals. 

h.    m. 

9. 

m.    s. 

h.    tn*     9* 

m.    s. 

Started . . . 

12    27 

48 

2,000 

1     22    20 

2    49 

100 

12    28 

59 

1     11 

2,100 

1    26      5 

3    45 

200 

12    30 

23 

1    24 

2,200 

1    29  953 

3    48 

300 

12    32 

9 

1     46 

'      2,300 

1     33    38 

3    45 

400 

12    34 

8 

1    59 

2,400 

1    37    37 

3    59 

500 

12    36 

23 

2    15 

2,500 

1    42    45 

5      8 

600  ' 

12    38 

42 

2    19 

2,600 

1    46    43 

3    58 

700 

12    41 

8 

2    26 

2,700 

1    50    32 

3    49 

800 

12    43 

48 

2    40 

2,800 

1    54    22 

3    50 

900 

12    46 

40 

2    52 

2,900 

1    58    17 

3    55 

1,000 

12    49 

38 

2    58 

3,000 

2      2    23 

4      6 

1,100 

12    52 

40 

3      2 

3,100 

2      6    51 

4    28 

1,200 

12    55 

50 

3    10 

3,200 

2    11     28 

4    37 

1,300 

12    59 

2 

3    12 

3,300 

2    16      4 

4    36 

1,400 

1      2 

16 

3    14 

3,400 

2    20    42 

4    38 

1,500 

1      5 

44 

3    28 

3,500 

2    25    24 

4    42 

1,600 

1      9 

2 

3    18 

3,600 

2    30    10 

4    46 

1,700 

1     12 

27 

3    25 

3,700 

2    34    35 

4    25 

1,800 

1     15 

45 

3    18 

3,800 

2    42    36 

7    55 

1,900 

1     19 

31 

3    46 

1 
1 
1 

Stopped  line ;  time  lonnin^,  2k.  14m.  429. ;  no  bottom  at  3,000. 

The  current  observations  then  made  from  the  boat,  (which  was 
probably  its  drift,)  and  the  current  found  by  the  observations  and 
reckoning  of  the  vessel,  was  eight-tenths  knot  per  hour,  setting  west- 
wardly.     Assumed  that  there  was  no  bottom  at  2,000  fathoms. 

February  4. — Took  temperature  soundings  from  the  brig,  whilst 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Lee  and  Mr.  Danels  were  making  a  deep-sea 
cast  with  a  waxed  fishing  line,  of  medium  size,  and  one  shot,  from  tb<^ 
bows  of  a  whale  boat. 

The  wind  was  light  from  SSE.,  (2.)  There  was  some  sea  on,  but 
the  opportunity  was  not  unfavorable  for  sounding.  The  boat  dropped 
rapidly  from  the  shot,  from  the  time  it  was  let  go — ^taking  us  by 
surprise,  at  first,  as  this  was  not  the  case  in  other  parts  of  the  sea ; 
and  though  we  were  using  two  oars,  it  was  difficult  to  pull  just 
so  much  as  would  keep  up  to,  without  sometimes  getting  ahead  oi 
the  line.  At  1,000  fathoms  pulled  ahead  four  minutes  to  get  the 
line  up  and  down,  and  at  2,000  fathoms  the  line  was  found  again 
tending  ahead;  pulled  ahead,  got  in  300  fathoms,  and  found  the  line 
up  and  down  ;  when  stopped  the  sounding  and  took  current  observa- 
tions. Both  the  boat's  log  and  the  brig's  reckoning  show  a  current  of 
one  and  two-tenths  knot,  about  WNW.  To  sound  in  this  equatorial  cur- 
rent, more  weight  is  necessary  to  sink  the  line  quickly  and  straight;  but 
experience  shows  that  our  line  rarely  bears  more  than  one  shot.  Assume 
no  bottom  at  1,900  fathoms. 
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February  4,  1852f 
Laiiiyde  (P  15'  55'  N.,  Q  m. ;  longitude  18o  51'  (T  fF.,  ©  p.  m. 

Boat  souhtding. — Libut.  Commanding  Lee. 


FmtlMiiift. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

• 

1    Fathoms. 

• 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

A«          HI*           Mm 

m.    8, 

1 

1 

h,    m,    s. 

m.    s. 

SUrted... 

2    46    53 

SUrted... 

3    12    43 

100 

2    47    52 

0    59 

1,100 

3    15    45 

3      2 

200 

2    49     16 

1    24 

1,200 

3    18    33 

2    48 

300 

2    50    55 

1    39 

i      1,300 

3    21    27 

2    54 

400 

2    52    50 

1    55 

;      1,400 

3    24    28 

3      1 

500 

2    54    57 

2      7 

1      1,500 

3    27    34 

3      6 

600 

2    57     15 

2    18 

1,600 

3    30    50 

3    16 

700 

2    59    50 

2    35 

1,700 

3    34    22 

3    32 

800 

3      2    29 

2    39 

1      1,800 

3    38    18 

3    56 

900 

3      5    16 

2    47 

!      1,900 

3    42    20 

4      2 

1,000 

3      8.35 

3    19 

2,000 

3    46    31 

4    11 

Stopped  line. 

K 

Stopped  the  line  ;  time  nmning,  55m.  30«. ;  no  bottom  at  1,900. 

February  5. — Took  temperature  soundings  from  the  brig,  whilst 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Lee  and  Mr.  Kenshaw  were  making  a  deep 
sea  cast  from  a  boat.  Wind  light ;  sea  smooth,  with  moderate  swell — 
a  good  chance  to  sound. 

Used  one  shot  on  the  smallest  and  best  line  on  board,  well  waxed 
and  rubbed,  which  ran  smoothly.  It  required,  from  the  time  the  shot 
was  let  go,  great  watchftilness  on  the  part  of  the  oflBcer  in  the  bow 
watching  the  descent  of  the  line,  to  pull  in  time,  and  yet  not  too  much, 
on  the  oars,  so  as  to  keep  the  line  running  up  and  down  in  this  current, 
which  was  evidently  affecting  the  boat.  When  the  line  stopped  run- 
ning, at  2,850  fathoms,  we  were  surprised  to  find  it  tending  consider- 
ably ahead.  Pulled  ahead  strong  on  the  oars  for  ten  minutes,  and 
hauled  in  170  fathoms  of  line,  which  brought  it  up  and  down  and  taut, 
and  made  the  sounding  2,680  fathoms.  Owing  to  the  current,  this 
sound  was  not  perfectly  satisfactory. 

5 
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February  5,  1852. 
Latitude  0°  45'  1'  N.,  Q  m. ;  longitude  18°  28'  40*  W.,  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  bounding. — Mr.  Renbhaw. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

1  IntervalB. 

1 

.    Fathoms. 

1 

Time  P. 

M. 

iDtervala. 

h.    tn.     s. 

1 

m.    8. 

A.      til. 

9. 

m.    9. 

Started . . . 

3    12    48 

, 

1,500 

3    38 

53 

2    21 

100 

3    13    39 

0    51 

1,600 

3    41 

21 

2    28 

200 

3    14    42 

1        1      3 

1,700 

3    43 

58 

2    37 

300 

3    15    58 

1     16 

1,800 

3    46 

40 

2    42 

400 

3    17  .  23 

1    25 

1,900 

3    49 

25 

2    45 

500 

3    18    56 

1    33 

2,000 

3    52 

17 

2    52 

600 

3    20    30 

1    34 

2,100 

3    55 

15 

2     58 

700 

3    22    12 

1     42 

2,200 

3    58 

5 

2    50 

800 

3    23    56 

1    44 

2,300 

4      1 

11 

3      6 

900 

3    25    46 

1    50 

2,400 

4      4 

18 

3      7 

1,000 

3    27    45 

1     59 

2,500 

4      7 

35 

3     17 

1,100 

3    29    52 

2      7 

2,600 

•4     10 

25 

2    50 

1,200 

3    31    59 

2      7 

2,700 

4    13 

53 

3    28 

1,300 

3    34    12 

2    13 

2,800 

4    17 

45 

3    52 

1,400 

3    36    32 

2    20 

1 

2,850 

1 

4    20 

35 

2    50 

Time  running,  Ih,  7m.  47«. ;  bottom  at  2,680,  in  Ih.  Om.  23t. 

With  the  boat  anchored  by  the  shot,  held  on  to  the  line  and  hove  the 
log  three  times,  and  found  a  surface  current  of  one  knot  per  hour,  sett- 
ing NW.  by  W.  The  reckoning,  at  noon,  for  the  preceding  24  hours, 
showed  one  and  three  tenths  knot  per  hour,  current  setting  WNW. 

The  soundings  of  this  and  the  two  preceding  days  have  been  made 
in  the  same  vicinity- 

February  6. — Tlie  number  of  condemned  shot,  and  the  quantity  of 
line  used  in  our  experiments  and  soundings,  has  been  much  larger  than 
would  have  been  required  had  our  line  been  good.  With  but  75,000 
fathoms  of  line  left,  it  will  be  necessary  to  sound  less  frequently  here- 
after. 

February  7. — ^Furled  sail,  broadside  to,  and  took  temperature  sound- 
ings.    The  lines  came  up  well  astern.     Sea  highly  phosphorescent. 

February  8. — Furled  sail,  though  it  was  nearly  calm,  and  took  tem- 
perature soundings.  The  lines  went  down,  and  came  up,  nearly  up 
and  down.  These  temperatures  are  as  good  as  can  be  got  from  water 
brought  up  in  wooden  cylinders.  We  had  a  light  air  from  SW.  for 
one  or  two  hours  to-day.  The  sea  is  very  phosphorescent.  The  trail 
firom  the  conductor  resembled  a  bar  of  burnished  light.  Lost  the  SE- 
trades  to-day  in  2°  15'  N.  and  15°  45'  W. 

February  9. — Prepared  to  try  the  temperatures  with  one  of  Green's 
marine  thermometers  in  ao  iron  bottle,  and  by  ihe  water  brought  up  at 
the  same  trial  and  from  the  same  depth  in  a  wooden  cylinder.  A  dead 
calm  ;  water  smooth  and  glassy.  Furled  sail,  though  it  is  now  calm, 
to  prevent  injury  to  the  observations,  or  lines,  should  a  breeze  spring 
up  during  the  operation.  With  the  surface  water  at  81°,  cast  witn  50 
fathoms  of  line  up  and  down,  at  which  depth  Green's  thermometer 
registered  a  temperature  of  564^,  whilst  the  water  brought  up  in  the 
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rooden  cylinder  from  the  same  depth  was  67^0,  as  shown  by  the  ther- 
/Dometer  used  for  the  surface  water.     The  thermometer  and  the  cylin- 
ders remained  down  10  minutes,  and  the  line  came  in  up  and  down. 
At  200  fathoms  depth,  with  surf^icc  water  same  as  lK»fore,  the  same 
Green's  thermometer  registered  Sljo^  and  the  water  brought  up  in  the- 
same  wotxlen  cylinder,  same  time  and  depth,  was  G3o.     Tlie  line  came 
in  up  and  down  in  12  minutes  time,  after  the  thennoir.eter  and  cylin* 
ders  had  remained  25  minutes  at  the  200  fathoms  to  cool.     Then  made 
at  cast  with  400  fathoms  line ;  having  two  of  (ireen's  marine  ther- 
niometers  in  an  iron  bottle,  and  one   wooden  cylinder,  bent  on  just 
above  a  561b.  Stellwagen  lead.     In  hauling  in  the  line  it  parted  at  200 
fathoms. 

This  loss  of  Gre<Mi's  thermometers  prevented  continuing  the  observa- 
tions to  a  greater  depth  and  verifying  those  just  mad(».     Green's  ther- 
mometer is  too  easily  denanged  to  suit  this  service.     Then  m^'ide  an- 
other cast  with  a  561b.  Stellwagen  lead  to  JKK)  llithoms  of  deep  sea 
line,  using  a  wooden  cylinder  (served  with  tarred  fishing  line)  weighing 
eight  iK)unds, and  a  composition  metal  cylinder  weighing  33 jibs.    Bom 
cylinders  were  fitted  with  a  valve  at  each  end,openin2:  upvvards.    The 
line  parted  when  but  320  fathoms  had  been  hauled  in.     This  line  was 
new.     It  was  a  calm  time  and  the  S(\'i  was  smooth. 

Condemned  and  threw  overboard  672  lbs.  of  navy  biscuits,  utterly 
destroyed  by  weevil,  all  of  which  was  new  bread,  part  of  it  brought 
Out  in  this  vessel,  the  balance  in  the  ston^ship  direct  from  home,  and 
'      from  which  we  received  provisions  at  Porto  Praya. 

At  night  the  sea  was  very  phosphorescent,  and  in  places  which  had 
been  disturbed  by  catspaws  it  had  every  appearance  of  surf.  Por- 
poises, and  other  fish  breaking  the  water,  were  at  first  reported  by  the 
«cjokouts  as  lights. 

February  10. — ^Examining  and  picking  over  the  ship's  biscuit,  much 
^^f  which  is  infested  with  weevil.  The  bread  rooms  are  in  the  ward- 
room and  cabin,  and  are  dry. 

Mr.  Danels  relieved  Mr.  Mayo,  who  had  l>een  assisting  the  master 
^^ce  we  sailed  from  the  United  States  in  making  observations  and 
^>omputations  especially  required  (or  this  cruise.  At  8h.  a.  m.,  hi  2J<> 
^'.,  15JO  W.,  a  light  breeze  made  from  SSW. 

Februanj  11. — Took  temperature  soundings  with  all  sails  furled. 

February  12. — At  2h.  a.  m.,  tcxik  the  trades,  moderate  (4)  from  S. 

Viy  E.,  in  latitude  lo  35'  N.,  longitude  15^  53'  W.,  the  breeze  which 

sprang  up  from  SSW.  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  having  got  to  the 

t-'astward  of  S.     Examined  and  put  new  pegs  in  the  chain  cables,  which 

came  up  dry  and  clean  from  their  lockers.     At  4h.  20m.  [>.  m.,  large 

broad  spread  trade  clouds  tame  up,  and  changed  the  direction  of  the 

"wind,  which  had  been  from  S.  anci  SSE.  during  the  day  to  ESE.,  until 

these  clouds  passed  over,  when  the  wind  stf^adied  at  SE. 

Triton's  Bank. 

FArmry  13. — At  Oh.  20m.  a.  m.,  cross?  d  the  equator  in  16^  58'  46' 
W.,aiid  entered  the  volcanic  region  lor  the  third  time. 
At  lOh-  a.  m.,  commenced  sounding,  under  reduced  sail,  in  &eaTc\io{ 
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Triton's  Bank,  of  which  the  following  account  is  given  on  page  82  of 
Laurie's  Ethiopic  Directory,  London,  1845 : 

"  Captain  Proudfbot,  in  the  ship  Triton,  from  Calcutta  to  Gibraltar, 
passed  over  a  shoal  on  the  18th  of  December,  1816,  in  latitude  0^  32^ 
S.  and  longitude  17°  37'  W.,  by  mean  of  two  chronometers,  adjusted 
at  St.  Helena  to  Captain  Horsburgh's  longitude.  [This  corrected 
would  be  about  17^  46'.]  It  appeared  to  extend  in  an  east  and  west 
direction  three  miles,  and  in  a  north  and  south  direction  one  mile. 
Sounded  in  23  fatJioms  blown  sand  ;  saw  no  appearance  of  breakers." 

There  has  been  no  confirmation  of  this  alleged  discovery  since  1816. 
At  3h.  p.  m.,  being  on  the  position  assigned  to  this  shoal,  furled  sail, 
took  temperature  soundings,  and  made  a  deep  sea  cast  from  a  boat, 
using  one  32-pound  shot  and  waxed  line,  when  5f  r.  Renshaw  thought  he 
got  bottom  at  2,840  fathoms  ;  when  he  held  on  to  the  line  and  tried 
current  observations.  The  weather  was  clear  whilst  we  were  sound- 
ing. 

February  13,  1852. 
Latitude  0°  31'  51"  S.,  O  m.;  longitude  17o  45'  23"  fV.,  ©  p.  m. 

Boat  souitdino. — Mr.  Renshaw. 


• 

Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

h,    tn. 

8. 

m.    «. 

A.    III. 

9. 

m.    «. 

Started . . . 

2    49 

44 

1,600 

3    32 

7 

3    32 

100 

2    50 

54 

1     10 

1,700 

3    35 

37 

3    30 

200 

2    52 

28 

1    34 

1,800 

3    39 

23 

3    46 

300 

2    54 

15 

1    47 

1,900 

3    43 

48 

4    25 

400 

2    56 

20 

3      5 

2,000 

3    47 

27 

3    39 

500 

2    58 

35 

2    15 

2,100 

3    51 

38 

4    11 

mo 

3      1 

4 

2    29 

2,200 

3    55 

39 

4      1 

700 

3      3 

33 

2    29 

2,300 

3    59 

42 

4      3 

800 

3      6 

11 

2    38 

Stopped  line. 
Started . . . 

900 

3      9 

4 

2    53 

4      2 

9 

1,000 

3    11 

59 

2    55 

2,400 

4      5 

44 

3    35 

1,100 

3    15 

9 

3    10 

2,500 

4      9 

43 

3    59 

1,200 

3    18 

19 

3    10 

2,600 

4    13 

45 

4      2 

1,300 

3    21 

35 

3    16 

2,700 

4    18 

0 

4    15 

1,400 

3    25 

5 

3    30 

2,800 

4    23 

47 

5    47 

1,500 

3    28 

35 

3    30 

2,900 

4    29 

25 

5    38 

Time  runniD£r,  U.  37m.  14f . ;  bottom  at  2,840,  in  lA.  33m.  51«. 

We  discovered  no  indication  whatever  of  any  shoal  here.  The  ob- 
servations for  current,  taken  from  the  boat  whilst  riding  to  the  shot, 
heading  ESE.,  with  gentle  breeze  (3)  from  SE.,  were  probably  influ- 
enced by  the  swell,  which,  though  moderate,  was  somewhat  irregular. 

At  sunset  the  clouds  (cumulus)  in  the  west  were  beautifully  tinted 
with  orange  color,  from  20^  above  the  horizon  to  the  zenith  ;  whilst  m 
the  east  the  same  color  extended  from  the  horizon  to  35°  of  altitude. 

February  14. — At  6h.  30m.  a.  m.  took  temperature  soundings  from 
the  brig  and  made  a  deep  sea  cast  from  the  boat  with  one  32-pound 
shot  and  1,000  fathoms  of tne  fishing-line,  [un waxed;]  no  bottom.  The 
line  parted  before  current  observations  could  be  maae. 
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February  14,  1852, 
Latuvde  Qo  43'  35"  S.,  3)  a.  m.;  longitude  18o  45'  15"  W.,  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Rbnshaw. 


PatiionM. 

Time  A  M. 

Intervals. 

1    Fathoms. 

1 

Time  A.  M. 

Intervals. 

h.    m.    t. 

m.    s. 

1 
1 
1 

A.    m.    8, 

m.    s. 

Stilted... 

6    49    32 

600 

6    59    26 

1    22 

100 

6    50    25 

0    53 

700 

7      2    15 

2    49 

900 

6    51    45 

1    20 

800 

7      5    15 

3      0 

m 

6    53    35 

1    50 

900 

7      8    30 

3    15 

400 

6    55    38 

2      3 

1,000 

7    11    45 

3    15 

500 

6    58      4 

2    26 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  29m.  13«. ;  no  bottom. 

At  4h.  30m.  p.  m.,  the  sun  was  obscured  to  us,  but  shining  upon  the 
water  at  a  distance,  for  a  little  while  had  somewhat  the  appearance  of 
siuf.    A  long  broken  swell  from  the  southward. 

Bouvbt's  Sandt  Island. 

February  15. — ^At  6h.  p.  m.,  we  w^ere  in  the  position  assimed  in 
1761  to  Bouvet's  sandy  island,  of  which  the  foUowmg  account  is  given 
on  p.  81  of  Laurie's  Ethiopic  Directory,  London,  1845 : 

"On  the  3d  of  May,  1761,  Le  VaiUanU  Captain  Bouvet^  about 
1  p.  m.,  saw  a  small  sandy  island,  which  bore  N.  oy  E.  The  latitude 
by  the  reckoning  at  noon  was  about  23'  south,  and  their  longitude, 
reckoned  from  the  sight  of  Ferro  island,  which  they  made  on  the  8th  of 
AjMril,  was  about  19<^  IC  west."  Furled  sail,  took  ^ood  temperature 
soundings  from  the  brig,  and  sounded  from  a  boat  with  one  32-pound 
shot,  unwaxed  line,  to  1,500  fathoms*  depth,  without  getting  bottom. 

February  15,  1852. 
Latitvde  Qo  26'  0"  S.,  Q  m.;  longitude  19o  O'  30"  W.,  9  p.  to. 

Boat  Sounding. — ^Mr.  Mato. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

k.    m.    s. 

m.    5. 

1 

1 

h.    tn.    s. 

m.    9. 

Surted... 

5    56    11 

800 

6    12    48 

2    52 

100 

5    57    12 

1      1 

900 

6    15    51 

3      3 

200 

5    58    39 

1    27 

1,000 

6    19      6 

3    15 

300 

6      0    25 

1    46 

1,100 

6    22    29 

3    23 

400 

6      2    26 

2      1 

I      1,200 

6    25    58 

3    29 

500 

6      4    40 

2    14 

1,300 

6    29    37 

3    39 

600 

6      7    13 

2    33 

i      1,400 

6    33    24 

3    47 

700 

6      9    56 

2    43 

1      1,500 

1 

6    37    15 

3    51 

Time  ninnmg,  41m.  4f . ;  no  bottom. 
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Had  extra  lookouts,  and  made  a  careful  examination  from  aloft  with 
a  spyglass  without  seeing  anything  of  a  "  sandy  island,"  or  any  ap- 
peariince  of  any  shoal  or  danger. 

Aquila  Reef,  or  Shock. 

February  16. — When  we  rounded  to,  at  3  p.  m.,  to  furl  sail  and  sound, 
the  sholes  of  albicore  and  bonito,  which  haa  been  keeping  up  with  the 
vessel,  immediately  disappeared.  Repeated  the  temperature  observa- 
tions. The  results  differ.  There  was  a  long  swell  from  northward 
and  eastward,  and  the  lines  came  in  much  inclined.  Those  of  the 
second  trial,  when  the  cylinder  had  cooled,  are  lower  than  the  results 
got  in  the  first  trial.  Mr.  Hall  (officer  of  the  boat)  reports  that  there 
was  certainly  no  bottom  at  1,960  fathoms,  using  one  shot  and  the 
waxed  line,  and  it  appears  that  the  counter  under-surface  currents  pre- 
vented his  getting  a  good  cast  beyond  that. 

February  16,  1852. 
Latitude  Qo  22'  5(r  S.,  Q  m.;  longitude  21o  6'  32"  W.y  ©  p.  m. 

Boat  boukding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoini. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

i 
Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Interyals. 

A.    tn,    8, 

Ifl.     5. 

' 

A.    til.     f. 

m.     9. 

SUrted... 

2    51    51 

'      1,300 

3    21    10 

3    13 

100 

2    52    50 

0    59 

•      1,400 

3    24    29 

3    19 

200 

2    54    17 

1    27 

{      1,500 

3    27    48 

3    19 

300 

2    55    50 

1    33 

1,600 

3    31    19 

3    31 

400 

2    57    44 

1    54 

1,700 

3    34    49 

3    30 

500 

2    59    49 

2      5 

1,800 

3    38    21 

3    32 

600 

3      1    18 

1    29 

1,900 

3    42      3 

3    42 

700 

3      3    43 

2    25 

1,960 

3    44      0 

1    57 

800 

3      6    16 

2    33 

Stopped  line. 
SUrted... 

900 

3      8    58 

2    42 

4    26      3 

1,000 

3    11    53 

2    55 

2,000 

4    28      3 

2      0 

1,100 

3    14    53 

3      0 

2,075 

4    31    35 

3    33 

1,200 

3    17    57 

3      4 

Cut  the  line ;  time  running,  57m.  4l9. ;  no  bottom  at  1,960. 

This  current  he  found,  from  three  good  agreeing  trials,  to  be  E.  by 
S.  liV  knot  per  hour.  It  astonished  Mr.  Hall  to  see  the  nipper  bags 
going  to  windward  against  wind  and  sea  and  surface  current  at  so 
rapid  a  rate.  [The  foot  square  leaded  block,  to  which  the  current  log 
line  was  attached,  hung  by  80  fathoms  of  line  to  these  nipper  bags.] 

This  cast  was  made,  according  to  good  observations  of  the  sun,  in 
the  position  assigned  to  Aquila  reef,  or  shock,  (1831,)  of  which  the  fbl- 
lowmg  account  is  given  on  p.  82  of  Laurie's  Ethiopic  Directory,  Lon- 
don, 1845 : 

"  On  the  12th  of  April,  1831,  the  Aquila^  of  Scarborough,  Captain 
John  Taylor,Ju'as  in  latitude  Qo  22'  15"  S.  and  longitude  21©  6'  30"  W., 
light  winds  and  fine  pleasant  weather.  At  40  minutes  p.  m.,  the  water 
being  very  smooth,  and  the  ship  going  at  the  rate  of  five  knots,  a  loud 
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rambling  noise  was  heard  under  her  bottom,  and  a  sensation  felt  ex- 
acdy  like  that  of  a  vessel  sliding  over  a  rock  ;  the  judder  was  so  much 
agitated  that  the  man  who  was  steerirjg  could  scarcely  hold  the  wlieel. 

"  No  difference  could  be  observed  in  the  color  of  the  water,  nor  the 
smallest  rippling.  The  captain  concluded  at  first  that  'it  must  have 
been  a  rock ;  but  after  arriving  in  London  there  was  not,  on  lamina- 
tion, the  least  sign  of  any  rub  on  the  copper ;  and  it  was  concluded 
that  there  must  nave  been,  in  the  spot  above  mentioned,  a  volcanic 
eruption,  the  shock  of  which  did  not  exceed  15  seconds. 

The  situation  of  the  Atiuila  was  very  near  that  of  the  Silhouette,  in 
1754." 

At  6h.  p.  m.,  passed  over  Le  Pacifique  shock,  of  which  the  following 
account  is  given  on  page  81  of  Laurie's  Ethiopic  Directory,  London, 
1845: 

"October  3,  1771,  Le  Pacifique  frigate.  Captain  Bonfilsi in  a  voyage 
from  the  Cote  d'Or  to  St.  Domingo,  felt,  at  8  p.  m.,  a  shock,  or  ex- 
traordinary trembling,  similar  to  that  which  is  felt  on  a  vessel's  ground- 
ing, or  rather  like  that  of  a  launch.  They  put  back  immediately  and 
sounded,  but  without  finding  bottom.  They  were  in  latitude  0°  42'  S. ; 
longitude,  by  reckoning,  22°  47'  W.  The  sea  was  greatly  agitated. — 
M.  DaussyJ'^ 

We  saw  no  appearance  of  danger,  nor  experienced  any  shock.  At 
2b.  p.  m.,  on  the  21st  of  January,  we  passed  nearly  over  the  same 
spot,  and  near  noon  of  that  day  sounded  when  about  9  miles  NE.  by  N. 
of  it  with  2,125  fathoms  of  line  without  finding  bottom. 

FAruary  17. — Condemned  240  pounds  of  very  bad  bread,  and  got 
IjOOO  pounds  of  good,  well  baked  bread  from  a  Hamburg  ship,  and  for 
less  *han  the  contract  navy  bread  cost  when  delivered  at  Porto  Praya. 

Crown  Reef. 

■ 

FArmry  18. — Searching  for  Crown  Reef,  of  which  the  following 
account  is  given  in  Laurie's  Ethiopic  Dictionary,  London,  1845,  p.  82: 

"On  the  9th  of  February,  1835,  the  barque  Crown,  of  Liverpool, 
after  crossing  the  equator  with  a  pleasant  breeze  at  ESE.,  and  running 
at  the  rate  of  6  J  knots,  at  lOf  p.  m.  touched  the  ground  and  grated  for 
a  short  time  with  the  keel,  as  if  passing  over  a  coral  reef ;  so  soon  as 
dear  the  boat  was  lowered  down,  but  no  bottom  was  found  at  120 
fchoms  depth.  The  latitude  of  the  spot  was  57  minutes  south,  and 
4e  mean  longitude,  by  chronometer  and  lunars,  23^  IQ'  W." 

At  7h.  20m.  a.  m.  begun  sounding.  At  9h.  45m.  a.  m.  took  temper- 
ature soundings  from  the  vessel,  and  made  an  up  and  down  cast  of 
liSOO  fathoms  from  a  boat,  without  getting  bottom ;  used  one  32-pound 
^  and  unwaxed  line.  Then3  was  a  heavy  swell,  and  a  somewhat 
rough  and  irregular  surface  sea  on. 
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February  18,  1852- 


Latitude  1°  2  18"  S.,  Q  m.;  longitude  23o  17  45"  W.,  O  a.  m. 


Boat  soukdino. — Mr.  Rbkshaw. 


FathomB. 

Time  A.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A.  M. 

Intervals. 

lit     fll>      8t 

m.    t. 

A*     III*      8* 

m.    s. 

Started . . . 

10    20      0 

800 

10    39      0 

3   ao 

100 

10    21      5 

1      5 

900 

10    42    37 

3     37 

200 

10    22    40 

1    35 

1,000 

10    46    18 

3     41 

300 

10    24    30 

1    50 

1,100 

10    50      4 

3     46 

400 

10    26    50 

2    20 

1,200 

10    53    59 

3     55 

500 

10    39    34 

2    44 

1,300 

0      0      0 

0      0 

600 

10    32    32 

2    58 

1,400 

11      2    27 

8    28 

700 

10    35    40 

3      8 

1,500 

11      7    02 

4     35 

Line  parted  ;  time  running,  47iii.  2s. ;  no  bottom. 

At  2h.  p.  m.,  when  in  the  position  assigned  to  Crown  Reef,  furled 
sail  and  sounded  from  a  boat  with  1,100  fathoms  of  triple-strength  line 
and  one  32-pound  shot,  but  got  no  bottom.  Mr.  Mayo,  with  tne  boat 
thus  anchored,  made  current  observations,  having  the  log  line  fast  la 
the  nipper  bags  whilst  trying  under  currents.  He  thinks  the  surface 
current  found  was  only  heave  of  the  sea.  It  took  the  shot  32m.  to  run 
down  this  1,100  fathoms  of  .this  triple-strength  line,  (which  was  three 
times  the  size  of  the  fishing-Kne  used  for  deep  sea  casts,)  and  it  required 
Ih.  13m.  to  reel  it  up  in  the  boat.  It  would  take  much  time  to  recover 
the  fishing-hne  used  for  a  deep  sea  soun'ding,  so  that  this  kind  of  line  is 
always  cut  away  after  the  cast  and  current  observations  are  made,  if 
it  holds  so  long.  It  would  not  pay  for  lost  time  to  haul  in  several  thou- 
sand fathoms  of  line  to  recover  a  shot,  without  getting  a  specimen  of 
the  bottom.  If  time  could  be  spared  for  hauUng  it  in,  and  if  it  could 
be  got  in  without  parting,  it  would  probably  be  too  much  strained  for 
another  trial.     We  saw  no  indication  of  a  reef  or  shoal  in  this  vicinity. 

February  19. — ^At  4h.  p.  m.  took  temperature  observations  from  the 
vessel,  and  made  a  cast  of  1,100  fathoms  triple  size  line  up  and  down 
from  a  boat — no  bottom. 

The  current  observations  recorded  are  the  mean  of  three  agreeing 
trials,  at  the  given  depths,  made  whilst  the  boat  was  anchored,  by  the 
1,100  fathoms  of  this  line  to  one  32-pound  shot.  At  the  sub-surface 
trials  the  current  log  Une  was  made  fast  to  the  blogk  itself. 

At  9  p.  m.  passed  out  of  the  volcanic  region  in  latitude  1^^  48'  S., 
longitucfe  25^  W.,  for  the  last  time  this  cruise.  After  giving  this  re- 
ffion  a  careful  examination,  [see  general  track  chart,]  making  m:my 
deep  sea  soundings,  searching  around  and  sounding  over  or  near  many 
of  the  places  assigned  to  reported  volcanoes  or  shocks,  and  shoals,  we 
have  seen  no  sign  of  any  danger  whatever. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Obmrttioos  for  Tariation  at  sea — ^Touch  at  Fernando  de  Noronha  twice— Measure  differ- 
ence of  longitude  between  it  and  Pemambuco— Yellow  fever  in  Brazil — ^UnsucceHflil 
Ktreh  for  '*  Vigia  south  of  Fernando  de  Noronha" — Land  on  the  Rocas  reef— Determine 
ita  position,  £lc. — Serious  errors  in  some  previous  authorities  shown — Current  off  Cape  St. 
Roqoe— Suggest  explanation  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  round  that  point. 

February  20. — Saw  a  sail.  At  4h.  30m.  p.  m.  observed  several  sets 
of  azimuths  of  the  sun,  for  variation,  heading  S.  W. ;  then  tacked  and 
repeated  the  observations,  heading  N.  E.  by  E.  The  mean  result  of 
the  last  sets  of  azimuths  was  34'  less  than  the  former ;  then  shortened 
sail  and  took  temperature  soundings. 

The  colunms  of  the  abstract  log  show  the  daily  results  of  the  obser- 
vations made  for  determining  the  variation  of  the  compass.  The  fol- 
lowing table  exhibits  some  of  the  differences  in  the  results  obtained  by 
tvo  good  observers  at  the  same  time,  place,  and  under  similar  circumr 
ttances,  and  both  before  and  after  tacking,  differences  of  observation 
neater  than  the  local  deviation  of  the  Dolphin,  with  no  guns,  iron 
wits,  small  arms,  or  heavy  iron  work  near  the  binnacles  : 


• 
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Ftbruary  21. — ^At  lOh.  a-  n^.  furled  sail  and  took  temperature  sound- 
ings from  the  brig.  Cast  with  1,100  fathoms  triple  size  line  without 
getting  bottom,  and  made  current  observations  from  a  boat.  The 
weather  was  favorable,  and  the  log  line,  when  trying  the  under  surface 
currents,  was  attached  to  the  current  block.  Lost  the  patent  log  at 
night ;  supposed  to  have  been  bitten  off  by  a  fish. 

Fdnuary  22. — Saw  two  sail.  At  2h.  30m.  p.  m.  furled  sail  and  look 
temperature  soundings ;  got  an  up  and  down  cast  from  a  boat,  using  one 
32-pound  shot  and  700  fathoms  triple  size  line ;  and  with  the  boat  thus 
anchored  made  current  observations.  At  4  p.  m.,  whilst  sounding,  saw 
from  the  deck  the  peak  of  Fernando  de  Noronha,  bearing  S.  84°  W., 
(tnie,)  distant  40  nautical  miles.  Our  position  at  the  time  was  deduced 
from  good  observations  of  the  sun  at  noon  for  latitude,  and  by  good 
observations  of  the  moon  and  Venus  at  twilight  that  evening,  which 
gav©  agreeing  results  for  longitude.  This  position  has  been  corrected 
tor  the  error  of  the  mean  of  our  chronometers,  ascertained  two  days 
afterwards  on  the  meridian  of  the  citadel  of  Fernando,  (in  longitude 
34^  24'  27*  W.,)  from  our  measurement  of  the  difference  of  longitude 
between  this  citadel  and  Fort  Picao  in  longitude  34°  51' 45*  W. — (Raper, 
1849.) 

The  weather  looked  threatening  at  times  this  afternoon,  but  the  visi- 
bility of  distant  objects  is  marked  in  the  log  as  very  great. 

February  23. — Begins  squally  with  lar^e  swell  from  SE.  At  12h. 
25m.  p.  m.  saw  the  peak  of  Fernando  from  aloft,  on  the  lee  bow. 
Brought  it  right  ahead  and  got  its  compass  bearing  W.  by  S.  |  S.  Our 
position  in  latitude  from  observations  of  the  sun  at  noon,  and  in  longi- 
tude from  the  mean  of  a.  m.  and  p.  m.  sights,  subsequently  corrected 
for  error  of  chronometers  on  the  meridian  of  the  citadel  of  Fernando ; 
Dttade  the  distance  of  the  peak  again  just  40  miles,  bearing  WSW. 
(tnie.)  At  lOh.  40m.  p.  m.  anchored  in  the  roadstead,  off  the  citadel, 
in  16  fathoms  water. 

February  24. — Bearings  from  anchorage.  Northern  Twin,  S.  60° 
W.  Peak,  S.  21°  30'  W.  Mount  St.  Michaels,  S.  85°  E.  At  sun- 
rise procured  a  catamaran  and  landed  a  party  through  a  considerable 
surt'at  the  landing  place,  which  is  a  police  station  on  the  eastern  side 
of  Chaloup  bay.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Lee  called  upon  the  gov- 
ernor, who  gave  us  permission  to  make  some  astronomical  observations, 
and  sold  us  a  little  fresh  beef  for  the  crew,  at  a  high  price,  from  the 
Iwspital  stores.  The  governor,  an  inBrm  old  colonel  of  the  Brazilian 
anny,  would  only  consent,  according  to  his  interpreter,  to  let  us  have  a 
few  hundred  gallons  of  water,  and  failed  to  let  the  convicts  fill  our 
casks,  (as  stipulated,  and  for  which  they  were  to  be  paid,)  for  our  boats 
to  haul  off  tnrough  the  surf  at  Water  Cove,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
citadel,  where  the  government  has  a  well.  So  our  boats  returned  with- 
out any  water  to-day.  Mr.  Barbot  and  Mr.  Danels  made  observations 
at  the  citadel,  with  sextants  and  artificial  horizon  for  rating  our 
chronometers.  Learned  on  enquiry  of  the  governor,  that  there  are  103 
officers  and  soldiers,  310  prisoners,  and  287  other  persons,  men,  women, 
and  children,  on  the  island,  which  is  beautiful  and  fertile,  though  but 
fiule  cultivated.  In  other  hands  than  those  of  the  Brazilians,  and  used 
other  purposes  than  an  abode  for  convicts,  navigation  might  hav^ 
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the  benefit  of  a  first  class  light  on  this  island,  and  an  abundant  supply 
of  water  and  refreshments — such  as  beef,  poultry,  vegetables,  and  tmit. 
Singe  the  yellow  fever  broke  out,  several  years  ago,  along  the  coast 
of  Brazil,  which  was  previously  exempt  from  that  scourge,  and  has 
now  become  a  fixed  local  disease  in  the  Brazilian  sea  ports,  this  island 
becomes  daily  more  important  as  a  convenient  place  to  touch  at  for 
supplies.  As  a  coal  depot  for  our  steam  navy  its  impr^rtance  cannot 
be  too  highly  appreciated.  The  harbor  admits  of  easy  improvement, 
and  the  island  of  easy  defence. 

The  valuable  discoveries  of  Lieutenant  Maury,  U.  S.  navy,  have 
.caused  this  part  of  the  sea  to  be  much  more  frequented  than  formerly. 
Vessels  bound  to  the  East  Indies  or  to  California,  find  the  best  winds 
and  make  the  quickest  passages  by  using  Lieutenant  Maury's  wind 
and  current  charts,  and  avoiding  the  African  or  eastern,  and  adopting 
his  American  or  western  route  over  the  Atlantic.  Whilst  the  poligy  of 
the  United  States  has  hitherto  avoided  the  trouble 'and  expense  of  distant 
colonial  possessions,  it  must  always  be  a  mattej  of  much  interest  to  us 
that  such  convenient  islands  as  the  Cape  de  Verde  group,  and  Fernando 
de  Noronha,  &c.,  should  be  in  the  possession  of  nations  having  the  neces- 
sary energ}''  and  disposition  to  make  them  most  useful  to  the  wants  of 
commerce.  Called  again  upon  the  governor  and  found  liim  more 
accommodating.  His  interpreter,  a  vicious  prisoner,  made  the  misun- 
derstanding yesterday. 

February  25  and  26. — In  a  day  and  a  half,  with  our  small  boats,  a 
cutter  and  two  whale  boats,  got  off  about  1,500  gallons  of  sweet  water, 
hauled  off  through  the  surf  in  breakers,  filled  by  the  convicts. 
Observed  by  heaving  the  log  hourly,  that  the  greatest  set  of  tide  in  the 
roadstead  was  -^^  of  a  knot  westerly.  The  usual  precautions  to  keep 
the  crew  from  getting  liquor  are  as  necessary  here  as  elsewhere,  thougti 
this  island  is  under  mihtary  police. 

February  27. — Got  underway  at  daylight.  Boarded  a  Russian  yacht 
gust  from  Pernambuco,  and  learned  that  it  is  healthy  there,  though  there 
IS  yellow  fever  at  Para,  and  other  Brazilian  ports.  At  llh.  40m.  a.  m., 
when  off  the  west  end  Of  the  island,  «a  lookout  reported  a  rock  close  on 
the  lee  beam,  and  in  plain  sight  from  the  deck.  Hove  to,  lowered  a  boat, 
and  dispatched  Mr.  Danels^o  examine  it.  The  supposed  rock  proved 
to.  be  two  large  turtles,  someliow  locked  together,  which  slowly  went 
down  when  the  boat  got  up  to  them.  This  is  another  illustration  of  the 
many  ways  in  which  so  nuuiy  vigias  happen  to  get  on  the  charts.  Saw 
one  sail.     Vivid  slieet  lightning  in  the  east  at  sunset. 

For  4  days  in  November,  8  days  in  December,  (1851,)  17  days  in 
January,  and  16  days  in  February,  (1852,)  the  reckoning  was  care- 
fully made  up  at  noon  from  the  run  both  by  patent  log  and  common 
log. 

The  daily  difference  was  sometimes  as  much  as  11  miles,  though 
the  judgment  of  the  officer  of  the  deck  (who  always  hove  the  log)  was 
insensibly  influenced  by  habitual  comparison  with  the  patent  log.  The 
average  daily  difference  was  3  or  4  miles.  The  patent  log  sometimes 
showed  least,  but  generally  most  run ;  agreed  closest  with  the  measure- 
ments by  astronomical  observations,  and  was  always  adopted.  More 
attention  should  be  paid  to  this  important  instrument,    it  should  be 


S.  Doc.  69.    ' 


77 


carefblly  constructed  and  tested,  and  commonly  used  when  the  wind  is 
DOC  too  light. 

February  28. — Scrubbed  paint  work.  At  3h.  30m.  p.  m.,  with  all 
sails  fiirled,  took  temperature  soundin£:s.  The  lines  came  in  with  but 
little  inclination.  Mr.  Hall  sounded  from  a  boat  with  1,100  fathoms 
triple  sized  line,  (viz :  three  times  the  size  of  the  fishing  line  used  in 
deep  sea  soundings,)  and  one  armed  32-pound  lead ;  no  bottom.  The 
surface  current  is  the  result  of  five  good  agreeing  trials,  thn^e  of  them 
with  a  light  air  from  southward  and  eastward.  ;md  the  others  with  a 
light  air  from  northward  and  eastward. 

The  current  at  10,  and  at  80  fathoms,  is  the  result  of  three  good 
agreeing  trials  in  each  case.  By  heaving  the  log  from  the  bojit  whilst 
it  was  pulling  back  at  an  even  rate,  and  noting  the  time  it  was  return- 
ing, found  that  the  brig  had  drifted  l/o  knots  during  the  two  liours  the 
boat  had  been  absent.  The  boat  left  the  brig  after  sail  was  furled,  and 
returned  before  it  was  loosed  again.  This,  though  but  little  more  than 
half  the  rate  of  surface  current  found  by  the  boat,  agrees  with  the 
areragc  rate  of  current  deduced  from  the  |X)int  of  departure  on  the 
27th,  and  the  position  at  noon  on  the  29th. 

February  29. — ^At  5h.  30m.  a.  m.,  clewed  up  all  sail,  lowered  a  boat 
to  trj'  currents,  then  furled  all  sail,  and  took  temper.'itures  from  the  brig. 
Mr.  Renshaw  got  bottom  with  one  32-pound  shot  and  wjixed  line  at 
2490  fathoms,  and  reports  the  cast  a  very  satisfactory  one. 

February  29,  1852. 
Latitude  5o  32'  41"  &,  O  m.;  longitude  32^  43'  52"  IV.,  Q  a.  m. 

Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Renshaw. 
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The  surface  current  observations  are  the*  mean  of  three  agreeing 
trials  made  whilst  the  boat  rode  steadily  t<^  her  shot  and  long  cable, 
^ch  inclined  but  slightly.     Saw  one  sail. 

March  1. — ^At  6h.  a.  m.  clewed  up  all  sail,  lowered  a  boat  to  try 
cwrents,  then  fiirled  all  sail  and  took  temperatun?  soundings  from  the 
'^rig;  the  lines  came  up  with  considerable  inclination.     At  the  400 
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fathom  cast,  the  line  took  9m.  to  run  out,  and  46m.  to  «come  in  on  the 
winch. 

At  8h.  30m.  made  sail,  and  hove  to  for  the  boat,  which  having  the 
triple  sized  line  to  haul  in,  which  is  strong  enough  to  be  hauled  in,  takes 
more  time  than  when  sounding  with  the  single  fishing  line.  Mr.  Mayo 
pt  no  bottom,  sounding  from  the  boat  with  1,100  fathoms  of  triple  size 
Lshing  line,  which  ran  out  with  a  32-pound  lead  armed  with  soap  in 
32m.,  and  was  reeled  up  in  Ih.  32m.  The  current  observations  are  the 
mean  of  three  trials  in  each  case,  and  made  when  the  boat  had  settled 
to  the  shot  after  the  cast  was  got.  During  these  trials,  though  the  wind 
was  moderate  (4)  and  sea  rougli  from  east,  the  boat  was  apparently 
steady,  for  the  water  passed  freely  by  her.  At  3h.  16m.  p.  m.,  furlra 
sail,  with  the  land  about  Olinda  in  sight,  and  took  temperature  obser- 
vations. Anchored  a  boat  with  a  kedge  in  45  fathoms  water,  coral 
and  gravel  bottom,  and  tried  the  currents,  making  three  good  trials 
with  agreeing  results  each  time.     The  sea  was  rather  rough. 

Pernambuco. 

March  2. — At  1  p.  m.  anchored  inside  the  reef,  using  the  pilot's 
launch  and  crew.  Waited  on  our  consul,  and  found  there  was  j'^ellow 
fever  here,  with  fatJil  cases  on  board  the  vessels. 

March  3. — The  crew  scrubbed  their  hammocks,  bags,  and  clothes, 
with  fresh  water — a  good  sanitary  measure.  The  English  monthly 
mail  steamer  from  Southampton  to  Rio,  which  touches  at  the  Oa|)e  de 
Verdes,  arrived  and  anchored  in  the  outer  anchorage.  Mr.  Barbot  and 
Mr.  Danels  look  sights  at  the  marine  arsenal,  (not  having  been  able  to 
get  into  Fort  I^icao,  which  is  in  a  dilapidated  condition,)  to  give  the 
difference  of  longitude  between  the  citadel  at  Fernando  de  Noronha 
and  this  place.  Business  is  done  hen^  in  a  very  slow  manner,  and  our 
supplies,  of  which  a  prompt  delivery  was  promised,  were  sent  off  very 
tarclily.  The  commander  of  a  Brazilian  man-of-war  in  harbor  to-day, 
replied  to  the  remark  that,  while  our  vessels  came  to  Brazil,  its  navy 
did  not  visit  the  United  States,  with  the  acknowledgment  that  the  latter 
was  necessary  at  home — perhaps  to  prevent  insurrection  in  a  popula- 
tion of  largely  mixed  races,  viz,  Portugese,  Indian,  and  African.  Sent 
a  boat  for,  and  received  an  officic'd  visit  from  our  consul.  The  con- 
tractor deliv(Ted  a  part  of  the  provisions  and  wood ;  the  latter  small 
green  sticks. 

March  4. — The  temperature  of  the  water  inside  of  the  reef  appears 
to  be  inlluencod  by  the  tides,  and  is  lowest  at  low  water. 

The  Brnziliiui  mail  steamer  arrived  to-day  from  Para,  and  reports 
that  there  is  no  yellow  fever  there.  The  Russian  yacht  which  we  met 
at  Fernando  de  Noronha,  just  from  this  place,  informed  us  that  there 
was  no  yellow  fever  here,  but  that  it  prevailed  at  Pjira.  Having  filled 
up  with  wnter,  (which  is  excellent,)  and  received  the  greater  part  of 
the  provisions  and  wood,  wjirped  down  near  the  bar  of  the  reef,  and 
crossi:ig  it  nt  high  water  under  sail,  beat  out  to  the  outer  anchorage,  to 
get  away  lioni  tlie  fever  on  bofird  the?  shipping,  and  to  wait  for  the 
balance*  of  tli(^  stores. 

March  5,  G,  7. — Received  some  bullocks,  vegetables,  limes,  &c.,  for 
tlie  crew,  and  the  balance  of  the  ship's  stores,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
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7lh,  and  immediately  got  under  way  and  beat  off  the  coast.  The  crew 
necessarily  received  no  liberty  here,  in  consequence  of  the  fever,  which 
cbeir  indulgence  or  exposure  on  shore  would  certainly  have  introduced 
OD  board. 

But  the  fresh  provisions  which  they  have  had  will  be  of  much  benefit 
to  their  bealth.  Clear  and  soft  water  was  delivered  to  us  in  the  tank 
canoes,  in  which  it  was  brought  down  the  river ;  and  the  provisions 
and  stores  were  brought  off  in  shore  boats,  to  prevent  exposure  of  our 
crew. 

March  8. — ^Furled  sail  and  took  temperature  soundings.  Got  bottomi 
with  a  shot,  at  286  fathoms,  from  the  boat,  which  drilled  too  fast  to 
aUow  of  trying  the  currents.  A  hea\'y  swell  from  the  southward  and 
eastward.  Mr.  Renshaw  relieved  Mr.  Danels,  and  will,  in  turn,  per- 
form the  duty  of  assistant  master  for  one  month. 

March  9. — Took  temperature  sounding.  Tried  currents  from  boat 
daring  a  lull.  Sea  rough  ;  observations  not  very  good.  Cast  with  a 
triple-strength  line  and  one  32-pound  armed  load ;  no  bottom  at  900 
fatnoms  up  and  down. 

VioiA  SOUTH  OF  Fernando  de  Noronha. 

March  10. — Sounding,  and  searching  for  a  "  vigia"  laid  down  on  the 
admiralty  chart  of  1836,  in  latitude  4o  42'  to  4°  45'  S.,  and  longi- 
tude 32^  43'  to  320  46'  W.,  over  which  location  we  passed,  ac- 
cording to  our  dead  reckoning,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  28tn  February, 
when  going  to  Pernambuco.  At  3  p.  m.,  Ix^ing  in  the  position  assigned 
to  this  vigia,  furled  sail,  took  temperature  soundings  from  on  board, 
and  sounded  from  a  boat  with  1,250  fathoms  of  line  without  getting  bot- 
tom, and  tried  the  current.  The  sea  was  rough,  breeze  fresh,  and  ob- 
servations indifferent.  Saw  no  indication  of  any  shoal  or  danger  within 
the  radius  of  our  vision  from  this  position.     (See  track  chart.) 

The  transparency  of  the  sea,  as  found  from  the  boat,  was  two 
&tboms  less  than  that  observed  from  the  brig. 

March  11. — At  daylight  saw  the  peak  of  Fernando  de  Noronha,  bear- 
ing N£}N.,  distant  32  miles.  At  3n.  35m.  p.  m.  anchored  off*  the  cita- 
del, in  14  fothoms  water.  The  Brazilian  government's  transport  brig, 
which  keeps  up  the  communication  with  Pernambuco,  from  whence 
the  supplies  ibr  this  island  are  brought,  sailed,  i\s  we  came  in,  with  the 
ex-fiovemor  on  board.  As  Pernambuco  bears  from  Fernando  de  No- 
ronha about  SSWJW.,  (distant  300  miles,)  the  southeast  trades  make 
a  fair,  or  nearly  fair,  wind  both  ways.  The  passage  is  usually  made 
within  four  days  from  the  island,  and  three  days  from  the  main.  Our 
boat  could  not  land,  owing  to  the  surf;  and  we  could  not  obtain  a  ca- 
tamaran, as  they  were  all  kept  hauled  up  at  the  L'mding  by  the  new 
authorities.  There  is  an  evident  disposition  to  discourage  vessels  from 
Umching  here. 

March  12. — ^Mr.  Barbot  and  Mr.  Renshaw  took  observations  at  the 
citadel,  to  determine  the  rates  of  our  chronometers  since  we  left  here, 
and  the  difference  of  longitude  from  the  marine  arsenal  landing,  at  Per- 
nambuco. Set  up  the  rigging,  but  did  not  black  it  down,  though  this 
^88  much  needea,  from  a  disposition  not  to  expose  the  crew,  who  were 
jut  from  a  yellow  fever  port. 
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ItBtrck  13.-— Got  under  way  for  the  Rocas  reef.  At  lOh.  20m.  a.  m., 
the  weather  misty,  lost  sight  of  the  peak  from  the  deck,  having  run 
from  it,  by  ihe  log,  25i  miles,  WfS.  At  llh.  5m.  lost  sight  of  it  from 
aloft,  having  run  three  miles  further.  At  noon  furled  sail,  took  tcmper- 
alure  soundings  from  the  brig,  (which  are  recorded  in  the  order  in 
which  they  were  made,)  sounded  and  tried  currents  from  a  boat,  whilst 
anchored  with  a  32-pound  shot  and  2,150  fathoms  of  line,  [waxed,] 
al  which  depth  Mr.  Danels  reported  bottom. 

March  13,  1852. 
Latitude  3o  51'  41"  5.,  Q  m.;  longitude  33©  2  W  W.,  9  p.  m. 

Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Danels. 


Ftthcms. 

[        Time  P. 

M. 

Intenralfl. 

i 

FathomB. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intenrab. 

h.    m. 

9. 

1 

m.    9. 

' 

h.    tti. 

t. 

m.    9. 

Sorted. .. 

12      7 

14 

i 
1 

;    1,200 

12    34 

26 

3      7 

100 

12      8 

17 

'        1      3 

•      1,300 

12    37 

37 

3    11 

900 

12      9 

39 

1    22 

1      1,400 

12    41 

1 

3    24 

300 

12    11 

22 

1    43 

!       1,500 

12    44 

33 

3    32 

400 

12    13 

15 

1    53 

1,600 

12    48 

3 

3    30 

500 

12    15 

21 

2      6 

1,700 

12    51 

33 

3    30 

600 

12    17 

38 

2    17 

i      1,800 

12    55 

15 

3    42 

700 

1        12    20 

7 

2    29 

1,900 

12    59 

17 

4      2 

800 

12    22 

35 

2    28 

2,000 

1      3 

7 

3    50 

900 

12    25 

22 

2    47 

2,100 

1      6 

58 

3    51 

1,000 

12    28 

12 

2    50 

2,180 

1     11 

48 

4    50 

1;100 

12    31 

19 

3      7 

Time  romiiog,  U.  4iii.  34t;  bottom  at  2,150,  in  U.  2in.  45f. 

The  current  observations  were  not  good,  as  the  sea  was  rather  high. 
The  log  was  hove  from  the  boat  as  it  returned  and  the  time  of  retum- 
iog  noted,  which  showed  that  the  brig  had  drifted  northwest  two  miles 
io  2b.  45m.,  whilst  lying  to  under  bare  poles  and  square  yards. 

March  14. — ^At  8  a.  m.,  four  sail  in  sight;  mustered  the  crew,  and 
Mr.  Barbot  read  the  articles  of  war  to  the  officers  and  crew,  which  had 
been  necessarily  omitted  on  the  first  Sunday  of  this  month.  At  2h. 
SOiD.  p.  m.,  large  flocks  of  black  gulls  in  sight,  and  a  few  minutes 
afierwards  breakers  (the  Rocas)  were  reported  from  the  topsail  yard, 
distant  10  miles.  Hove  to  and  sounded ;  no  bottom  at  70  fathoms  up 
and  down.  Filled  away  under  easy  sail  and  sounded  during  the  after- 
oooD.  At  6b.  p.  m.  anchored  under  the  lee  of  the  Rocas,  (Sand  Island 
bearing,  per  compass,  £8£.,  distant  If  miles,)  in  18  fathoms  water, 
and  veered  to  90  fathoms  on  the  stream  chain  and  cable.  Sounded 
round  the  vessel,  in  a  boat,  and  found  the  bottom  to  be  of  flat  coralf 
and  the  depth  from  18  to  19  fathoms  water. 

Harch  15. — Saw  a  brig  standing  to  the  nortliward  and  westward. 
Al  7  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Lee  and  Mr.  Elliott  with  the  in- 
stniQients  in  one  boat,  and  Mr.  Renshaw  in  the  other,  left  for  the  reef. 
The  boats  sounded  to  and  along  the  reef,  which  they  examined,  one  on 
^  Dorthera»  and  the  other  on  the  western  side,  for  a  landing  ;  but  tVie 
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sea  everywhere  broke  badly,  as  if  the  rollers  passed  ov^r  jasged  ooraL 
Towards  high  water  Mr.  Renshaw  found  that  it  looked  mucn  smoother 
under  the  lee  of  Sand  island,  and  afterwards,  when  both  boats  were 
there  examining  the  reef,  finding  his  boat  already  in  the  surf,  pulled  in 
and  effected  the  first  landing  with  ease  and  safety. 

When  the  tide  went  out  and  left  the  reef  bare  it  appeared  flat,  show- 
ing many  crevices  and  small  openings,  which  had  caused  the  rollers 
to  break  as  though  they  w^ere  striking  against  pointed  pieces  of  ooraL 
Measured  a  biise  of  242  fathoms  length  on  Sand  island,  made  observa- 
tions for  time  and  azimuth,  and  took  some  horizontal  angles  and  bear- 
ings. At  sunset  dragged  the  boats  safely  over  the  bare  reef,  and  pulled 
without  difficulty  through  the  surf.  Mr.  Renshaw  and  others  of  the 
shore-party  came  off  suffering  with  opthalmy. 

March  16. — In  the  morning.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Lee,  Mr.  Bar- 
bot,  Mr.  Mayo,  and  Mr.  Elliott,  with  a  small  party  of  seamen,  landed 
on  the  Rocas,  using  the  small  metallic  life-boat  to  cross  on  the  reef,  to 
prevent  injury  to  the  bottoms  of  the  whale  boats.  Put  up  signals  and 
determined  the  extent  of  the  reef,  and  of  the  islands  and  prominent 
rocks.  Took  some  astronomical  and  tidal  observations,  and  returned 
on  board  at  sunset.  The  current  yesterday  and  to-day  at  our  achorage 
set  from  between  SSE.  and  E.  by  S.  from  ^  to  ^-o  knots  per  hour. 
The  commanding  officer  and  several  of  the  shore-party  affected  by 
opthalmy,  caused  by  the  great  glare  of  the  sand  islands  and  heat  of  a 
vertical  sun. 

March  17. — Squally  and  rainy.  Got  underway.  Employed  until 
the  28th  in  computing  some  of  the  observations,  making  a  plat  of  the 
reef,  and  trying  currents  in  its  vicinity,  ascertaining  that  there  was  no 
visible  danger  within  ten  or  fifteen  miles  of  the  reef,  and  in  endeavoring 
to  determine  the  extent  of  soundings  from  the  reef.  Squally  weather, 
baffling  winds,  calms  and  currents,  prevented  the  full  execution  of  this 
last  object. 

The  centre  of  this  low  and  dangerous  reef  is  in  latitude  3^  61'  27* 
south,  and  longitude  33^  48'  bT  west,  and  is  84  miles  due  west  of  the 

Sak  of  Fernando  de  Noronha.  The  reef  extends  about  1 J  miles  in 
itude,  imd  nearly  If  miles  in  longitude,  and  is  covered  at  high  water, 
with  the  exception  of  Sand  and  Grass  islands  on  the  west,  and  the 
scattered  rocks  on  the  south  and  east  sides.  These  objects  are  from 
ten  to  fifteen  feet  above  the  reef,  which  is  formed  of  coral,  generally 
level,  though  with  many  holes  in  it.  In  case  of  a  vessel  striking  on 
the  weather  side  of  it,  (SE.,)  the  chance  of  saving  life  would  be  small. 
When  about  ten  miles  off,  the  breakers  were  first  seen  from  aloft; 
then  the  two  low  islands  and  the  black  rock  soon  appear.  Sea  birds 
abound,  but  there  is  no  guano,  owing  to  the  rains.  The  eggs  of  the 
gulls  were  plentiful  and  good.  There  is  no  wood  or  fresh  water. 
There  is  bad  anchorage  from  one  to  two  miles  northwest  of  Sand  island 
in  from  15  to  18  fathoms,  coral  bottom.  We  found  coral  bottom  at  15 
fathoms,  6  miles  east  of  the  reef,  but  no  bottom  at  30  fathoms,  2 J  miles 
NNE.,  nor  at  70  fathoms,  4  miles  SW.  of  it. 

The  tide  rises  about  5  feet.  The  lagoon,  in  which  we  saw  many 
turtle,  has  from  1  to  4  feet  water  at  low  tide,  and  shows  white  from 
the  masthead  at  4  or  5  miles  distance.     The  anchors  and  cable  on  the 
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SW*  part  of  the  reef  and  the  remains  of  a  wrecked  vessel  on  the  N. 
E.  tiae  of  Grass  island,  appear  to  have  been  on  the  reef  a  long  time. 
A  Kdit-bouse  on  this  reef  would  be  very  useful  to  vessels.  The  vessel 
wUcD  the  Brazilian  government  uses  to  keep  up  frequent  commimica- 
tioQ  between  Pemambuco  and  Fernando  de  Noronha,  might  readily 
ddiver  to  the  keepers  all  the  supplies  they  required. 

The  latitude,  longitude,  and  variation,  determined  at  the  astronomi- 
cal station  at  the  end  of  the  base-line  oti  the  north  end  of  Sand  Island, 
(Bocas)  are  as  follows : 
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Hie  following  table  gives  the  position  heretofore  assigned  to  the 
Rocas  reef,  by  wSerent  authorities : 


Antboritj. 

Aligned  positioD. 

Nime. 

Date. 

Edition. 

Fun  in 
table. 

Latitude. 

Loncitade  W. 
of  Greenwich. 

Pudy'b  Directory 

Bowditdi'iNaTigator. . . . 

Do ^o 

Do .do 

Do .do 

Bhmt'iCout  Pilot. 

Rtper'iNaTigation. 

liondon,  1845 
N.  York,  1849 
N.  York,  1849 
N.  York,  1852 
N.  York,  1852 
N.  York,  1850 
London,  1849 

3d 
19th 
19th 
21it 

2lBt 

16th 
3d 

14 
338 
355 
338 
355 
640 

45 

3    55    0  S. 
3    52    0  S. 
3    55    0  S. 
3    52    0  S. 
3    55    0  S. 
3    55    0  S. 
3    55    0  S. 

33  30  0  W. 
33  10  0  W. 
33  10  0  W. 
33  10  0  W. 
33  44  0  W. 
33  10  0  W. 
33    44    0  W. 

The  discrepancy  in  two  different  tables  in  the  same  edition  of  Bow- 
dilch,  for  1852,  is  3m.  in  latitude,  and  34m.  in  longitude.  Blunt's 
Coast  Pilot,  for  1850,  places  this  low  and  dangerous  reef  39m.  east  of 
its  true  position  in  longitude. 

The  current,  in  the  vicinity  of  this  reef,  sets  from  between  SE.  by 
E.  and  E.  by  N.,  at  the  rate  of  from  eight-tenths  to  one  and  five-tenths 
faiots  per  hour,  as  found  by  the  daily  difierence  between  our  position 
by  recKoning  when  running  by  the  patent  log,  and  that  deduced  from 
good  astronomical  observations.  Tne  surface  current,  found  by  trials 
00  fiMir  different  days,  during  the  same  period,  sets  from  between  SE. 
and  E.  by  N.  fi'om  nine-tenths  to  one  and  four-tenths  knots  per  hour.  At 
our  anchorage,  under  the  lee  of  Sand  Island,  the  tide  ran  from  two- 
tenths  to  ei^t-tenths  knots  per  hour,  setting  from  between  SSE.  and 
E.  by  N.  towards  the  northward  and  westward.  The  current  obser- 
vatimis,  recorded  on  the  22d  in  the  abstract,  were  each  the  result  of 
seven  agreeing  trials,  with  a  gentle  breeze  (3)  and  smooth  sea.  On 
the  25di  it  was  calm  and  the  current  observation  was  very  good.  On 
the  27th  the  sea  was  smooth  and  wind  light,  when  the  current  obser 
^^BtioDs  were  made ;  but  on  the  28th  the  sea  was  rough  and  the  wind 
moderate,  (4,)  which  made  the  set  of  the  current  appear  larger  than  it 
^^  Mr.  Hall  sounded,  from  a  boat,  with  one  shot  and  waxed  line, 
^hich  parted  at  2,440  fathoms. 
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March  28,  1852. 
Latitude  4°  19  55"  S.,  Q  m. ;  longitude  34°  45'  40"  W.,  Q  p.  nt. 

Boat  sochding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Interyab. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Interrals. 

h,    m. 

9. 

m.    t. 

A.    111.     t. 

m.    s. 

Suited... 

3    13 

40 

1,300 

0      0      0 

0      0 

100 

3    14 

40 

1      0 

1,400 

5    45      6 

6      0 

200 

3    16 

0 

1    20 

1,500 

5    48    18 

3    12 

300 

3    17 

38 

1    38 

1,600 

5    51    29 

3    11 

400 

3    19 

27 

1    49 

1,700 

5    54    45 

3    16 

500 

3    21 

27 

2      0 

1,800 

5    57    59 

3    14 

600 

3    23 

35 

2      8 

1,900 

4       I    23 

3    24 

700 

3    25 

49 

2    14 

2,000 

4      4    48 

3    25 

800 

3    28 

14 

2    25 

2,100 

4      8    31 

3    43 

900 

3    30 

46 

2    32 

2,200 

0      0      0 

0      0 

1,000 

3    33 

23 

2    37 

2,300 

4    15    10 

6    39 

1,100 

3    36 

8 

2    45 

2,400 

4    18    48 

3    38 

1,200 

3    39 

6 

2    58 

2,440 

4    20    30 

1    42 

Line  parted  ;  time  ruiming,  Ih.  6m.  50s. ;  no  bottom. 

The  transparency  found  from  the  boat  was  one  fathom  less.  With 
blocks  of  the  same  size  and  whiteness,  sea,  sun,  and  sky  equally  clear, 
the  transparency  found  from  the  boat  should  be  the  most.  One  ob- 
server sees  better  than  another,  and  there  is  some  difference  in  observ- 
ing from  the  clear  or  shady  side  of  a  vessel. 

March  29. — The  current  observations  made  by  Mr.  Hall  at  6h.  a.  m., 
from  a  whale  boat  anchored  with  600  fathoms  of  triple  size  line  and 
one  32-pound  shot,  were  reported  good,  the  wind  being  light  and  sea 
smooth.  Saw  one  sail.  At  3h.  30m.  p.  m.  the  rain  was  observed  to 
fall  in  patches,  with  small  intervals  in  which  no  rain  fell. 

March  30. — ^Experienced  light  variable  airs,  principally  from  the 
southward  and  eastward,  and  calms,  with  frequent  small  squalls.  At 
6  a.  m.  took  temperatures  from  the  brig,  and  sounded  from  a  boat 
with  1,000  fathoms  triple  size  line,  and  one  32-pound  shot,  without 
getting  bottom,  and  tried  the  current  whilst  thus  riding  to  the  shot  with 
this  soope  of  Une.  The  sea  was  smooth,  the  wind  light  (2)  from  £. 
by  S.,  tne  boat  heading  N.  f  E.,  when  by  nine  agreeing  trials  of  the 
surface  current  with  the  light  log  line,  Mr.  Danels  found  the  surface 
current  setting  S.  J  W.  2  knots  per  hour.  After  reeling  up  the  line, 
the  brig  bore  S.  i  W.  from  the  boat,  distant  1|  miles,  as  found  by 
heaving  the  log  from  the  boat,  and  by  timing  its  return  to  the  brif. 
The  brig  was  laid  to,  heading  to  the  northward,  sails  furled,  yards 
square,  and  helm  a-port.  The  temperature  lines  came  up  tending 
ahead,  indicating  that  the  brig  was  going  to  the  southward,  as  her 
bearing  from  the  boat  showed  she  had  done,  though  the  light  log,  hove 
several  times  from  the  vessel,  showed  that  she  went  to  the  northward 
If  knots  during  this  time.  The  difference  between  the  observations, 
which  were  many  and  good,  and  reckoning,  which  was  necessarily  un- 
certain in  such  weather,  showed  a  current  of  1}  knots  per  hour,  setting 
west.    If  the  current  observations  made  in  the  boat  were  corrects  we 
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im  pioiMih^  in  an  eddy  current,  or  influenced  by  tide.    The  brig's 

poodon  at  this  time  was  about  25  miles  NE.  of  bottom  at  25  fathoms 

00  the  flats  of  St.  Roque,  by  the  admiralty  chart  of  1833. 

March  31. — ^At  6h.  a.  m.  took  temperature  soundings  from  brig,  with 

jvds  square,  sails  furled,  and  heading  to  the  northward.     The  air  was 

(file  light  with,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time,  occasional  small  rain 

jqoalls,  generally  from  the  westward.     Mr.  Mayo  sounded  from  the 

ioat,  and  thinks  he  got  bottom  at  2,700  fathoms,  using  one  32-pound 

sfaoC  and  the  waxed  line.     The  line  parted  before  he  could  make  any 

alia&ctory  current  observations. 

March  31,  1852. 
LaiUude  4©  24'  IS'  5.,  0  m./  longitude  35o  23'  21"  W.,  Jf  a.  m. 

Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Mato. 


Fitlioiiii. 

Timn  A. 

M. 

1 

IntenralB.  ! 

Fathmnii. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Interrab. 

k.    m 

1 
t. 

m.    t. 

h.    til. 

t. 

m.    t. 

aiartad... 

5    55 

11 

1,500 

6    37 

47 

7    34 

1           100 

5    56 

10 

0    59    1 

1,600 

6    41 

40 

3    53 

m 

5    57 

30 

1      20      ; 

1,700 

6    45 

45 

4      5 

90O 

5    59 

37 

2      7    i 

1,800 

6    49 

29 

3    44 

400 

6     a 

0 

2    23    I 

1,900 

6    53 

20 

3    51 

500 

6      4 

29 

2    29    ! 

2,000 

6    56 

52 

3    32 

eoo 

6      7 

15 

2    46    ' 

2,100 

7      0 

55 

4      3 

700 

6    10 

11 

2    56    1 

2,200 

7      4 

50 

3    55 

80O 

6    13 

17 

3      6    1 

2,300 

7      8 

28 

3    38 

900 

6    16 

30 

3     13     ; 

2,400 

7     11 

24 

2    56 

1,000 

6    19 

44 

3    14    •■ 

j      2,500 

7     15 

17 

3    53 

1,100 

6    33 

4 

3    20 

2,600 

7    19 

29 

4    12 

1,»0 

6    26 

37 

3    33    : 

,      2,700 

7    24 

8 

4    39 

1,300 

6    30 

13 

3    36 

!      2,800 

7    28 

25 

4    17 

1,400 

0      0 

0 

0      0 

t 
1 

I 

Time  rtmning,  Ih.  33m,  1 4s. ;  Bottom  at  2,700  fathoms,  \nj.h.  28m.  57s. 

The  boat  when  sounding,  heading  SE.  with  two  oars  pulling  when 
necessary  to  keep  the  line  running  up  and  down.  The  sea  was  smooth 
with  a  fiJight  swell,  and  favorable  for  sounding.  It  was  nearly  calm. 
The  boat  experienced  during  the  first  part  of  the  time  some  small  puffs 
of  air  from  the  southward  and  eastward.  The  boat  was  gone  2  J  hours, 
during  which  time  the  brig  and  boat  separated  nearly  3  miles,  the  brig 
88E.  from  the  boat  Sail  was  furled  before  the  boat  left  and  was  not 
loosed  until  after  the  boat  returned. 

In  the  afternoon,  when  a  few  miles  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of 
this  position,  Mr.  Hall  found  no  bottom  at  1,000  fathoms,  using  one  32- 
poond  shot  and  the  triple  size  line,  riding  by  which  he  tried  the  cur- 
rents. The  surface  current  from  five  agreeing  trials  set  SE.  i  S.  l-^rtr 
knoCs  per  hour,  and  at  10  fathoms  depth  it  was  nearly  the  same.  The 
parting  of  the  line  and  loss  of  the  foot  square  leaded  block  suspended  to 
t,  prevented  trying  the  under  current  at  80  fathoms.  When  these  ob- 
lervations  were  made  the  sea  was  glassy  smooth,  with  a  long  swell 
from  NNE*    The  reckoning  and  observations  to-day  show  a  current  o( 
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1  knot  per  hour  westerly,  whilst  the  driit  of  the  bare  brig  from  the 
sounding  boat  and  the  current  observations  of  the  boat  indicate  a  cast- 
siderable  current  to  the  southward.  The  brig  has  been  in  the  same 
vicinity  to-day  and  yesterday. 

We  were  three  days  within  from  20  to  30  miles  north  of  the  flats  of 
St.  Rxxiue,  off  Cape  Toiro,  where  the  NE.  and  S£.  trades  seem  to 
meet  and  form  a  region  of  calm  and  rains,  with  an  oppressive  atmo- 
sphere resembling  that  of  the  equatorial  calms.  Outside  of  this  region 
our  track  shows  that  the  SE.  trades,  though  light,  generally  prevailed 
between  the  Rocas  and  the  main,  to  witnin  a  degree  of  Pomt  ToiiOi 
and  that  when  we  were  a  degree  and  a  half  north  of  this  cape,  and  bk 
the  parallel  of  the  Rocas,  the  light  variable  winds,  leaving  the  SE. 
quadrant,  came  out  to  the  eastward,  soon  got  northing  in  them,  and 
turned  into  gentle  NE.  trades  in  2^  S.  The  direction  of  the  winds 
around  this  cape,  outside  of  the  influence  of  the  land  brees^,  and  also 
outside  of  the  belt  of  calms  and  rains,  appears  to  be  modified  by  the 
form  of  the  continent.  They  come  from  the  southward  and  eastwardi 
upon  the  eastern  shore,  which  trends  to  the  northward;  whilst  around 
the  elbow  of  the  cape  they  draw  more  easterly,  (interrupted  at  tfait 
season,  when  the  sun  is  near  the  equinox  and  is  going  north,  by  smaD 
squalls  of  wind  and  rain  from  all  around  the  compass,)  and  on  the 
northern  coast,  which  trends  to  the  westward  they  come  from  NE- 
The  cnirrent  between  the  Rocas  and  the  main  sets  generally  Grom  the 
southward  and  eastward,  from  1  to  1^  knots,  until  near  the  flats,  where 
we  experienced  indications  of  a  counter  current  or  tide.  Learned  at 
Par&  tnat  their  coasting  vessels  were  generally  four  weeks  goinc;  firom 
there  to  Pemambuco.  It  is  more  from  the  failing  of  the  wind  there 
than  from  the  current  that  it  is  so  difficult  to  double  Cape  St.  Roque. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Uiwioeeidbl  Wftrch  for  '*  BUetdale'i  reef"— Light  on  AUlaia  point— Viiit  Plirft— Yellow 
ftrer  thero  Raceive-  rappliai,  rate  chronometen,  Itc. — Excellent  charts  of  Brazil  and 
Arnaxon  river  bj  French  nliTal  offioen — Discolored  water  fh>m  Amazon — Lieutenant 
Bwndflii,  U.  8.  Nafj,  a  paMenger. 

Anril  1. — ^When  the  current  observations  were  made  to-day,  the 
wind  was  moderate,  the  sea  small  but  irregular.  The  surface  current 
is  the  mean  of  nine  trials  giving  agreeing  results.  There  is  a  general 
agreement  to-day  between  the  current  found  from  the  run  and  from  the 
boat 

April  2. — The  temperature  lines  came  up  with  but  slight  inclination. 
The  sea  was  smooth  and  breeze  light  when  the  current  observations 
were  made.  The  surface  cast  is  the  mean  of  seven,  that  at  10  is  the 
mean  of  three,  and  that  at  80  fathoms  of  four  agreeing  trials.  Several 
land  birds,  with  dark  plumage,  flying  about  the  vessel.  We  are  now 
from  lo  to  2°  to  the  northward  and  westward  of  our  position  on  the 
30th  and  31st  of  March,  just  north  of  Cape  St.  Roque,  and  are  now- 
feeling  with  the  NE.  wind  the  eouatorial  or  trade  wind  current. 

AprU  3. — Sheet  lightning  at  the  northward.  The  temperature  linei 
came  up  straight  and  quick,  and  the  results  are  reliable,  and  so  are  the 
current  observations,  which  were  made  under  favorable  circumstances; 
and  are  the  mean  of  three  agreeing  trials  in  each  case.  The  boat  was 
absent  2J  hours,  and  pulled  by  her  log  one  mile  SW.  by  W.  to  rejoin 
the  brig,  whose  sails  were  furled  from  the  time  the  boat  was  lowered 
until  it  was  hoisted.  In  the  first  watch  there  was  a  halo  round  the 
moon,  with  a  radius  of  23o. 

April  4. — ^First  Sunday  in  the  month.  Called  all  hands  to  muster, 
and  read  the  act  for  the  better  government  of  the  navy  to  the  oflScers 
and  crew.  The  temperature  lines  came  up  well.  The  current  obser- 
vations are  also  good ;  they  were  made  in  a  calm,  with  a  smooth  sea, 
and  the  result  given,  is,  as  usual,  the  result  of  three  experiments  in  each 
case. 

April  5. — The  temperature  lines  came  up  much  inclined.  There 
was  a  long  swell  on  from  the  northward.  The  boat  was  down  2i 
hours,  during  which  time  the  brig,  with  sails  furled,  drifted  IJ  miles 
8E.  by  S.,  as  found  by  heaving  the  boat's  log  on  its  return.  This 
agrees  with  the  surface  current  found  by  three  trials  in  the  boat  an- 
chored with  1,000  fathoms  line  and  a  32-pound  shot.  Four  sail  in 
sight  at  sunset. 

April  6. — ^At  noon  three  sail  in  sight.  At  midnight  crossed  the 
equator  in  38^  18'  24"  W. 

April  7. — The  temperature  lines  came  up  much  inclined  from  the 
vessel's  sides.  Mr.  Hall  made  the  current  observations  and  felt  satisfied 
ihey  were  good.     The  breeze  was  4. 
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Blaesdale's  Coral  Reef. 

April  8,  9,  10,  and  11. — Sounding  from  the  brig  at  regular  and  brief* 
intervals,  and  searching  for  Blaesdale's  reef,  of  which  the  following- 
account  is  given  on  page  473  of  Laurie's  North  Atlantic  Memoir,  Lon- 
don, 1845. 

"  Blaesdale's  reef,  in  about  0°  57  iV.,  and  4lo  6'  W.—On  the  15th  of 
October,  1819,  the  brig  Richard,  of  Ulverston,  Captain  Blaesdale, 
struck  on  a  coral  reef,  in  about  0°  56'  or  0^  57'  N.,  and  longitude,  by 
account,  beyond  41°  W.,  in  fine  moderate  weather,  the  ship  going  at 
the  rate  of  3  knots,  at  6  p.  m.  grounded,  and  remained  fast  abf)ut 
10  minutes.  The  water  was  smooth,  and  no  breakers  seen.  Upon 
sounding,  a  few  mmutes  after,  no  bottcm  could  be  found  at  150  fathoms. 
The  vessel  drew  11  feet  of  water,  and  in  1  hour  there  were  18  inches 
of  water  in  the  well. 

"On  a  subsequent  survey  at  Par^  three  holes  were  found,  each 
about  the  size  oi  a  man's  hat,  and  nearly  through  the  vessel's  bottom, 
and  several  large  pieces  of  white  coral,  as  large,  as  a  man's  hand,  were 
found  sticking  in  different  parts." 

April  8. — At  9h.  20m.  a.  m.  steering  west,  wind  NE.,  passed  through 
a  strong  tide  rip.  At  9h.  15m.  a.  m.  saw  a  large  field  ot  tide  rip  ahead 
strongly  resembling  a  shoal.  Hove  to  on  the  port  tack,  and  lowered  a 
boat  to  sound.  Mr.  Renshaw  sounded  with  400  fathoms  of  triple  size 
fishing  line  and  a  32-pound  armed  lead,  but  got  no  bottom.  The  tide 
rip  moved  off  rapidly  to  the  northward  and  eastward.  With  the  boat 
anchored  by  this  lead  and  line,  the  current  was  found  to  be  one  kQOt 
per  hour  setting  SSW.  opposite  to  the  direction  in  which  the  tide  rip 
was  setting.  At  3  p.  m.  commenced  sounding  from  the  brig  under 
easy  sail,  with  a  whale  boat  sounding  on  each  bow  a  mile  off.  Passed 
a  Spanish  brig.  Saw  nothing  else,  except  a  tide  rip  to  the  westward* 
Mr.  Hall  relieved  Mr.  Renshaw,  and  will,  in  turn,  perform  the  Axxtj  of 
assistant  master  for  one  month. 

April  9. — At  7  a.  m.  hove  to,  lowered  a  boat  to  sound  and  try  sur- 
face currents.  At  3  p.  m.  furled  sail,  and  lowered  both  boats  over 
the  position  assigned  to  this  danger  (Blaesdale's  reef.)  Mr.  Hall,  in  cme 
boat,  got  bottom  ;  a  good  sound,  he  reports,  at  2,980  fathoms,  using  one 
32-pound  shot  and  waxed  line. 
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April  9,  1852. 
Lataude  0©  67'  6"  M,  ©  m. ;  longitude  41°  &  24'  W.,  Q  p.  m. 

Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


hthonii. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intenrals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Inteirali. 

k,    m. 

9. 

m.    9. 

1 
1 

1 

n.     91.     f. 

m.    t. 

Suited... 

3    15 

0 

1,600 

3    56    11 

3    52 

100 

3    16 

20 

1    20 

1,700 

4      0      0 

3    49 

900 

3    17 

55 

1    35 

1,800 

4      3  .55 

3    55 

300 

3    19 

37 

1    42 

1,900 

4      7    57 

4      2 

400 

3    21 

33 

1    56 

2,000 

4    11    55 

3    58 

500 

3    23 

44 

2    11 

2,100 

4    15      0 

3      5 

60O 

3    26 

0 

2    16 

2,200 

4    19      5 

4      5 

700 

3    28 

38 

2    38 

2,300 

4    22    45 

3    40 

800 

3    31 

21 

2    43 

2,400 

4    28    12 

5    27 

900 

3    34 

3 

2    42 

2,500 

4    33      2 

4    50 

1,000 

3    36 

18 

2    15 

2,600 

4    37    17 

4    15 

1,100 

3    39 

15 

2    57 

2,700 

4    40    15 

2    58 

1,900 

3    42 

20 

3      5 

2,800 

4    44    35 

4    20 

1,300 

3    45 

25 

3      5 

2,900 

4    49      5 

t    4    30 

1,400 

3    48 

32 

3      7 

2,980 

4    53    30 

4    25 

1,500 

3    52 

19 

3    47 

Bottom ;  time  running,  lA.  38m.  30«. 

Mr.  Renshaw,  in  the  other  boat,  made  current  observations.  The 
sorfece  current  found  is  the  result  of  five  trials,  the  current  at  10 
fathoms  of  three  trials,  and  at  80  fathoms  of  two  trials. 

April  10. — Squally  weather;  doubled  the  lookouts,  and  continued 
the  soundings. 

AprU  11. — ^Finished  the  search  for  Blaesdale's  reef,  without  having 
seen  anything  of  it.     (See  track  chart.) 

April  12. — At  5h.  10m.  a.  m.,  furled ;  took  temperature  observa- 
tions from  brig ;  the  boat  lowered  to  sound  and  try  currents ;  got  no 
bottom  at  1,000  fathoms.  At  3h.  15m.  p.  m.,  again  furled  sail  and  took 
temperatures.  Sounded  from  a  boat,  but  got  no  bottom  at  2,000  fathoms 
with  one  32-pound  shot  and  unwaxed  line.  An  unusually  rough  and 
combing  sea. 
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April  12,  1852. 

Latitude  lo  6'  67"  N., 

O  m.;  longitude  43©  43^  40*  J*'.,  ©  p.  m. 

Boat  Sounding. — ^Mr.  Rbnshaw. 

Fftthomi. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intenrab. 

Fathomi. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intenrak. 

n»     m,      9» 

m.    t. 

A*        Ma         8» 

m.   t. 

SUrted... 

3    29    13 

1,100 

4      1    26 

3    58 

100 

3    30    50 

I    37 

1,200 

4      5    37 

4    11 

900 

3    32    45 

1    55 

1,300 

4      9    50 

4    13 

300 

3    34    58 

2    13 

1,400 

4    14    14 

4    94 

400 

3    37    30 

2    32 

1,500 

4    18    52 

4    38 

500 

3    40    18 

2    48 

1,600 

4    23    33 

4    41 

600 

3    43    10 

2    52 

1,700 

4    28    11 

4    38 

700 

3    46    25 

3    15 

1,800 

4    33    43 

5    39 

800 

3    49    45 

3    20 

1,900 

4    38    31 

4    48 

900 

3    53    31 

3    46 

2,000 

4    43    47 

5    16 

1,000 

3    57    27 

3    56 

Line  parted ;  time  ranning,  lA.  14m.  34«. ;  no  bottom. 

April  1.3. — ^At  5h.  a.  m.,  took  current  and  temperature  observationsi 
but  found  no  bottom  at  1,000  fathoms.  To-day  we  had  a  northerly 
current,  instead  of  the  southerly  current  experienced  for  several  pre- 
ceding days.  At  2  p.  m.,  in  latitude  0°  42'  N.,  longitude  45°  17'  W., 
the  water  appearea  discolored ;  and  at  6h.  12m.  p.  m.,  in  latitude  (K> 
29^  N.,  and  longitude  45^  31'  W.,  found  bottom  of  fine  ^avel  and  sand 
at  39}  fathoms.  The  sea  very  phosphorescent  at  mght.  Sounded 
during  the  night. 

Aj^  14. — ^At  8h.  a.  m.  crossed  the  equator  in  46°  W.  At  8h.  ISnsu 
a.  m.,  hove  to,  lowered  a  boat,  and  tried  the  current.  Sounding  during 
the  day.  In  the  afternoon,  in  from  15  to  20  fathoms,  passed  through 
Severn!  spots  of  chocolate-colored  water,  of  various  shapes  and  sizes. 
At  4h.  30m.  p.  m.,  hove  to  and  tried  the  current  from  a  ooat.  At  8h. 
15m.  p.  m.,  clewed  up  and  anchored  in  13  fathoms  water,  off  Cait^ 
Hove  the  log  whilst  at  anchor.  At  8h.  30m.  p.  m.,  the  tide  sat  £•  by 
S.,  running*  1.4  knots  per  hour.  It  gradually  changed  its  direction 
and  rate,  running  more  to  the  southward,  and  to  the  southward  and 
westward,  until  3h..  30m.  a.  m.  next  morning,  when  it  was  running  yf$ 
SW.  by  S.  as  we  got  underway. 

Apnl  15. — At  daylight,  land  about  Cait6  in  sight  to  the  southward- 
Spoke  a  Brazilian  schooner  from  Para,  and  learned  that  there  is  now  a 
light-house  on  Atalaia  Point.  At  2h.  10m.  p.  m.,  discovered  the  light- 
house at  Atalaia  Point,  bearing  W.  by  S.,  and  distant  9i  miles.  At 
4h.  45m.  p.  m.,  fired  a  bow-gun,  with  a  reduced  charge,  for  a  pilot* 
The  concussion  broke  our  improved  marine  barometer,  which  has  a 
glass  reservoir,  and  is  a  more  delicate  instrument  than  the  common 
marine  barometer.  No  pilot  having  come  off,  anchored  at  sunset  in  11 
fathoms  water,  muddy  bottom,  in  company  with  an  American  barque, 
22  days  from  New  York,  the  light-house  bearing  S.  38^  30'  E.,  and  the 
pilot's  flag  S.  50  30*  E.  Hove  the  log  during  the  night  of  the  15th  and 
16th,  with  a  light  easterly  breeze  prevailing,  and  found  the  greatest 
velocity  of  ebb  to  be  2  knots  setting  E.,  and  that  of  the  flood  to  be  1^ 
knots  setting  W.  by  S. 
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The  fbllowjng  notice,  printed  in  Portuguese,  French,  and  English, 
was  issued  by  the  secretary  of  the  governor  of  the  province  of  Par4, 
dated  February  19,  1852 : 

"Light-house  on  Atalaia  Point,  Salinas,  latitude  S.  Qo  34',  longitude 
E.  of  the  island  of  Ferro,  330^  32*.  Lenticular  apparatus  of  Fresnel 
and  Arago*  Light  visible  17  miles  distance,  exhibiting  the  following 
changes: 

A  toady  light  during 70  seconds. 

An  eclipse  during 22       " 

A  bright  and  short  light  during 12 

An  eclipse  during 16 


120       " 

"These  changes  occur  every  two  minutes.  The  light-house  will  be 
in  operation  on  and  after  the  8th  of  March,  1852." 

This  position  is  1'  in  latitude  north  of  Atalaia  Point,  as  it  is  laid 
down  in  the  recent  French  chart,  and  is  about  4'  20"  too  far  west  by 
the  same  authority. 

Lieutenant  Raper,  R.  N.,  (edition  1849,)  gives  the  eastern  extreme 

of  Ferro  Island  in  17o  55'  W.  of  Greenwich 17o  56'  W. 

The  above  quoted  authority  makes  the  light  (on  a  white 
tower)  on  Atalaia  Point,  west  of  the  east  side  of  Ferro 
Island. 290  28'  W. 


Atalaia  Point  light  west  of  Greenwich 47°  23'  W. 

But  the  French  chart  of  1846,  (the  best  authority  in  tlys  case,)  from 
the  survey  by  the  French  naval  officers  of  the  Amazon  and  its  ap- 
proaches, gives  the  longitude  of  that  part  of  Atalaia  Point  on  which 
the  light-house  stands,  reduced  to  the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  47°  Itf 

2(rw. 

The  west  extreme  of  the  island  of  Ferro  is,  according  to  Raper,  the 
meridian  of  Ferro,  a  primitive  sort  of  prime  meridian.  It  is  rather 
loose  to  refer  the  longitude  of  Atalaia  light  to  the  east  side  of  the  island 
of  Ferro,  especially  whilst  not  giving  the  exact  longitude  of  the  east 
side,  from  which  the  meridional  difierence  of  Atalaia  is  reckoned. 

AprU  16. — ^At  9  a.  m.  (having  received  a  pilot)  got  underway  on 
first  Quarter  of  ebb.  At  noon,  passed  the  Brazilian  mail  steamer  bound 
from  Far&  to  Rio.  At  5h.  25m.  p.  m  ,  Point  Tijoca  bearing  east,  brig 
'  bad  run  by  patent  log  45^  knots,  by  ground  log  51f  knots.  This  log 
line  was  measured,  and  found  to  be  6  inches  too  long  in  its  entire 
length.     At  8h.  15m.  a.  m.,  anchored  off  the  village  of  Colares. 

April  17. — ^At  daylight,  got  underway ;  the  medical  officer,  thinking 
that  the  water  here,  though  apparently  sweet,  would  not  keep.  At  3h. 
50m.  p.  m.,  came  to  anchor  off  Una,  in  sight  of  Para.  Commenced 
watering  on  the  last  of  ebb. 

Snmday^  April  18. — At  8  a.  m.,  received  pratique  from  the  health 
officer.  Sent  a  boat  to  Henry  Lee  Norris,  esq.,  our  consul,  who  came 
off  with  letters,  and  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  William  Lewis  Hem- 
don,  United  States  navy,  who  had  recently  arrived  here,  after  an  ex- 
uninatiflfi  of  the  Amazon,  under  the  mstrucuons  of  our  government* 
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April  19. — ^Received  from  Lieutenant  Herndon  a  marine  barometer 
of  similar  construction,  but  apparently  ranging  a  trifle  lower  than  the 
one  broken  on  the  15th  instant.  Filled  up  wilS  fresh  water  from  along 
side.  We  watered  on  the  last  of  ebb.  The  water  was  not  entirely 
clear.  The  existence  of  yellow  fever  here  made  it  prudent  to  hold  no 
communication  with  the  city,  except  on  duty.  Lieutenants  Lee  and 
Herndon,  and  Consul  Norris,  waited  upon  the  governor  of  the  province, 
and  presented  him  with  a  complete  set  of  Maury's  Wind  and  Current 
Charts,  as  explanatory  of  the  Kind  of  duty  upon  which  the  Dolphin 
was  engaged.  The  arrival  here  of  this  navsu  vessel,  though  for  sup- 
plies, happening  when  Lieutenant  Herndon,  (of  the  navy,)  had  just  got 
nere  from  an  exploration  of  the  Amazon,  whilst  his  companion,  Lieu- 
tenant L.  Gibbon,  U.  S.  navy,  was  still  in  the  interior,  had  excited 
some  suspicion  ashore  as  to  the  real  object  of  our  visit 

April  20. — Obtained  salt  and  fresh  provisions  and  fruit  for  the  crew, 
and  some  stores  for  the  vessel,  having  received  every  faciliQr  from  our 
consul,  Mr.  Norris.  The  mean  of  our  chronometers,  from  the  errors 
and  rates  found  at  Fernando  de  Noronha,  gives  the  longitude  of  Una 
one  minute  and  ten  seconds  of  arc  (r  10^  too  far  east  of  the  longitude 
as  taken  from  the  French  chart  of  1846.  Una  is  a  conspicuous  point 
on  the  river,  in  near  view  of  which  is  the  main  astronomical  station, 
occupied  by  the  French  naval  officers  at  Parfi,,  when  surveying  the 
Amazon. 

Navigators  of  all  nations  are  under  great  obligations  to  the  French 
government  for  the  charts  it  has  published,  from  the  recent  suitable 
surveys  made  by  its  naval  officers  of  the  coast  of  another  people's 
county,  from.  French  Guayana  to  near  Maranham,  including  the  Ama- 
zon ;  also  for  the  general  surveys  the  French  officers  made  of  the  coasts 
of  Brazil,  fortunately  before  the  yellow  fever  was  known  there.  These 
extensive  surveys,  the  French  consul  here  informs  us,  were  made  by  a 
moderate  addition  to  the  cost  and  equipment  of  the  naval  vessels  em- 

Eloyed  beyond  what  would  have  been  necessary  for  them  had  they 
een  cruizing  without  surveying. 

April  21. — ^At  2h.  30m.  a.  m.  called  all  hands,  hove  short,  and  loosed 
sail.  At  4h.  30m.  a.  m.,  the  fog  having  cleared  away,  got  under  way 
for  sea.  Got  a  supply  of  sand  from  the  beach  whilst  anchored  for  the 
tide  in  San  Antonio  bay.     At  8h.  p.  m.  anchored  ofi'Colares. 

April  22. — ^Under  way  at  1  a.  m.  At  4  p.  m.,  being  just  outside  of 
Monjui  Bank,  discharged  the  pilot  and  put  the  patent  log  overboard. 
At  5h.  25m.  p.  m.  crossed  the  equator  in  longitude  48^  06'  29*  W.  At 
9,  finding  we  were  fast  drifting  in  shore,  anchored  in  11  fathoms  water, 
reefed  and  furled  sail,  and  then  tried  the  current,  and  found  its  greatest 
velocity  was  3  knots  WSW.     Sharp  lightning  to  the  eastward. 

April  33 — At  ]h.  a.  m.  under  way.  From  5h.  30m.  to  6h.  15m.  a. 
m.  passed  through  a  heavy  tide  rip  when  in  from  9  to  10  fathoms 
water.  Tried  the  currents  twice  during  the  day  from  an  anchored 
boat,  and  preserved  specimens  of  the  bottom.  At  6  p.  m.  the  sea 
water  was  a  deep  green  color. 

April  24. — ^At  6h.  30m.  a.  m.  and  1  p.  m.  lowered  boats  to  try  cur- 
rents in  20  fathoms.  Sea  green  all  day,  and  very  phosphorescent  at 
night    The  transparency  of  the  sea  at  1  p.  m.,  when  m  19  fathoms 
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vneTf  sandy  bottom,  was  only  7^  fathoms,  owing  to  the  discoloration 
fnm  the  water  of  the  Amazon. 

JmrU  25. — ^Tried  current.  Sounded  frequently,  getting  bottom  in 
X  Btboms  at  midnight.  The  sea  was  of  a  greenish  color  during 
die  day,  and  was  so  at  6h.  p.  m.,  when  we  were  in  latitude  0^  20^  N., 
loDgitude  45^  35'  W. ;  at  night  it  was  slightly  phosphorescent. 

April  26. — ^At  5h.  20m.  a.  m.  lowered  a  boat  to  try  currents  in  43 
fahoms,  coral  bottom.  At  8h.  a.  m.,  in  latitude  0^  5&  N.  longitude  46^ 
7  W*,  the  water  was  of  a  bluish  color.  At  noon  when  in  latitude  0^ 
5S  N.,  longitude  45^  56^  W.,  the  color  of  the  sea  was  ocean  blue,  and 
BO  bottom  at  100  fathoms. 

April  27. — ^At  5h.  10m.  a.  m.  lowered  a  boat  to  try  currents.  Took 
lonperature  observations  from  on  board.  Exercised  great  guns ;  sea 
Uue. 

Jfyril  28. — The  current  jmd  temperature  observations  were  indiffer- 
ent, owing  to  squalls,  &c. 

Jfyril  29. — The  current  and  temperature  obsen-ations  are  good. 
Examined  and  re-measured  to-day  3,200  fathoms  of  the  line  examined 
ttd  measured  at  New  York.  Used  the  machine^  with  a  wheel  of  6  feet 
circumference,  designed  by  Passed  Midshipman  Higgins  of  the  navy, 
given  to  us  from  the  John  Adams  by  Captain  Barron,  U.  S.  navy, 
when  we  were  at  Porto  Praya,  and  which  we  have  found  so  convenient 
and  useful  since.  Some  of  the  100  fatlioms  lengths  were  found  to  be  in 
mor  from  3  to  5  fathoms. 

^fril  30. — ^At  7h.  35m.  a.  m.  the  master's  assistant  reported  that  the 
dmnometers  had  run  down.  It  appears  that  the  chronometers  were 
not  wound  up  either  yesterday,  (the  29th,)  or  the  day  l^efore,  (the  28th.) 
The  master,  who  was  indisposed  on  the  28th,  had  requested  his  assis- 
Omt,  (who  was  also  the  officer  next  in  rank  to  him,)  to  compare  the 
duonometers  at  10  a.  m.,  (the  regular  hour  according  to  the  order 
posted  up  over  the  chronometer  l>ox  for  winding  and  coniparing  them 
daily,)  but  said  nothing  to  him  about  winding  them.  The  assistant 
compared  but  did  not  wind  them.  The  next  day,  (the  29th,)  when  the 
master  was  on  the  sick  list,  the  assistant  again  compared  the  chronome- 
ters, (which  lie  was  using  for  his  day^s  work,)  but  forgot  to  wind  them. 
The  result  was,  that  we  were  obliged  to  return  to  Para,  which  occa- 
Honed  general  regret  on  board.  Accidents,  it  is  said,  will  occur  in  well 
regulated  families.  Thc^  inconvenience  on  this  occasioa  would  have 
b^  less  had  we  possessed  a  good  weekl}'  clironometer.  Wound  up 
the  chronometers  and  gave  them  a  pretty  good  error  from  the  hack 
watch,  and  in  the  evening  another  luid  nearly  agrei»ing  error  got  by  a 
lunar  observation.  The  master  returned  to  dutj*,  and  Mr.  Mayo  be- 
came his  assistant  tor  the  next  month.  At  llh.  30m.  p.  m.  passed  in  6 
minutes  time  through  a  tide  rip  ext(?nding  to  the  NE.  and  SW.  and  set- 
ting to  the  northward  and  westward.  During  the  whole  day  water  sea- 
blue. 

May  1. — ^At  daylight,  when  in  latitude  37'  N.  and  longitude  44°  19* 
W.,  discovered  the  water  to  be  much  discolored ;  Point  Tijoca,  (mouth 
of  Amazon,)  bearing  WSW.,  distant  225  miles.  We  had  not  noticed 
the  water  to  be  discolored  yesterday,  and  were  at  sunset  but  25  miles 
of  our  position  at  daylight ;  at  8  a.  m.,  got  bottom  from  a  boat  in 
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640  fathoms.  Surface  water  green  during  the  day.  At  6h.  SOm.  p. 
m.  passed  a  tide  rip.  At  midnight  got  bottom  (white  sand  and  corad) 
at  40  fathoms. 

May  2,  (Sunday). — Mustered  the  crew  ;  read  the  act  for  the  better 
government  of  the  navy  to  the  officers  and  crew.  At  4h.  45m.  p.  m- 
crofsed  the  equator  in  46°  20'  W.  The  sea  water  is  of  a  dark  olive 
color  to-day.  At  3h.  15m.  p.  m.  passed  a  tide  rip  extending  NNW. 
and  SSE.  At  5h.  p.  m.  passed  through  anolher  tide  rip  extending  E. 
and  W.  and  moving  to  the  northward.     At  8h.,  9h.,  and  lOh.  p.  m. 

1)assed  through  tide  rips ;  in  the  latter  the  sea  was  much  agitated.  The 
ead  was  kept  going ;  no  bottom  at  15  and  18  fathoms.  The  sea  verj*^ 
phosphorescent  during  the  first  watch. 

May  3. — Sea  not  phosphorescent  during  mid-watch.  At  daylight 
discovered  the  land  distant  about  ten  miles  SSW.  At  llh.  a.  m.  Ata- 
laia  point  bore  W.  J  S.  At  3h.  SOm.  p.  m.  sailing  slowly,  with  Sali- 
nas' light-house  bearing  due  south ;  took  observations  of  the  sun  for 
time,  the  result  of  which  showed  that  the  chronometers  were  a  few 
miles  to  the  eastward,  using  the  errors  given  them  on  the  30th  from  the 
hack  watch,  and  their  old  rates,  and  just  right  using  the  error  found  by 
the  lunar  observed  on  the  30th  brought  forward  by  the  old  rates.  At 
6h.  p.  m.,  no  pilot  having  answered  our  signal,  anchored  in  company 
with  the  American  brig  Garlp^nd,  of  Salem,  in  12  fathoms  water,  and 
took  bearings  and  angles.  From  11  a.  m.  to  4  p.  m.  ran  33  miles  by 
the  patent  log  and  35f  miles  by  the  ground  log. 

May  4. — ^Hove  log,  to  try  the  current,  from  6  p.  m.  yesterday  to  11 
a.  m.  to-day.  The  greatest  strength  of  the  flood,  spring-tide,  was  three 
knots,  setting  W.  by  S.  i  S.  The  greatest  strength  of  ebb  was  2J 
knots,  setting  E.  by  N.  At  Ih.  p.  m.,  having  received  a  pilot  from 
Salinas,  got  underway.  At  sunset  anchored  outside  of  the  shoals  in 
12  fathoms  water  with  60  fathoms  cable. 

May  5. — At  daylight  got  underway,  with  some  little  difficulty,  owing 
to  the  swell,  to  avoid  anchoring  in  which  vessels  generally  prefer  to 
remain  a  day  longer  at  Salinas,  when  they  do  not  get  a  pilot  in  time  to 
pass  these  shoals  t>efore  night.  At  lOh.  20m.  p.  m.  anchored  off  Fort 
Barra  in  11  fathoms  water,  this  fort  bearing  N.  36^  E.,  Caen's  church 
S.  45ol5'E. 

If  the  Brazilian  government  would  erect  a  few  lights  and  place  some 
buoys,  the  qptrance  to  and  navigation  of  the  Amazon  to  Pard  would, 
with  the  aid  of  the  French  chart,  be  plain  and  safe  without  a  pilot. 

May  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  and  12,  employed  determining  the  error  and 
rate  of  the  chronometers  from  observations  of  the  sun  made  with  sextant 
and  artificial  horizon  by  Mr.  Barbot  and  Mr.  Mayo,  at  Fort  Barra,  in 
latitude  V  22'  32"  S.,  longitude  48o  27  W.  of  Greenwich,  by  the 
French  chart  of  1846,  made  by  the  French  naval  officers.  The  chro- 
nometers, which  ran  down  on  the  29th,  wound  up  on  and  since  the  30th, 
have  been  running  regularly,  and  the  rates  now  found  are  near  the  old 
rates.  Current  observations  were  made  during  11  flood  and  11  ebb 
tides.  The  mean  of  the  greatest  velocity  of  flood  was  2^q  knots,  and 
of  the  ebb  2^q  knots  per  hour.  Received  some  stores  and  provisions, 
(bullocks,)  and  anti-scorbutics,  principally  limes,  and  a  pilot  xhrough 
the  agency  of  our  obliging  (acting)  consul,  Henry  Bond  Dewey,  esq.. 
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3od  filled  up  with  good  wateni  from  the  river.  Ship's  stores  and  re- 
fiesfainents  here  are  scarce,  indifferent,  and  dear. 

May  13. — At  noon  got  underway  lor  sea.  Lieutenant  Wm.  Lewis 
Henidfon,  U.  S.  N.,  (who  had  not  concluded  his  observations  and  ex- 
munations  when  we  left  here  on  \he  21st  ultimo,)  now  took  passage  on 
bomd  for  the  United  States.  The  forthcoming  report  of  tnis  accom- 
fGihed  officer  may  be  consulted  with  profit  and  pleasure  in  regard  to 
tktt  subject,  of  great  and  growing  interest — the  valley  of  the  Amazon. 

jfay  14. — ^Working  down  the  river,  anchoring  on  the  flood. 

May  15. — ^At  llh.  a.  m.  discharged  the  pilot  ofTMonjui  bank. 

April. — Our  first  passage  from  Salinas  to  Para  took  1  day  7  hours. 

May. — Our  second  passage  from  Salinas  to  Par§  took  1  day  11  hours. 

Average  time  of  passage,  1  day  9  hours. 

April. — Our  first  passage  from  Para  to  Monjui  bank  took  1  day  9 


May. — Oiir  second  passage  from  Para  to  Monjui  bank  took  2  days. 

Average  passage,  1  day  16i  hours. 

On  each  occasion  the  utmost  dispatch  was  used  whicli  the  wind, 
tide,  and  navigation  permitted. 

At  Ih.  45m.  p.  m.,  crossed  tlie  ecjuator,  (in  48^  08*  CHJ^  W.  longitude,) 
ix  the  eighth  and  last  time  this  cruise. 

May  16. — ^Working  off  the  coast  and  sounding.     Sea  discolored. 

May  17. — Sea  discolored  (olive  green)  and  vtTV  phosphoreacent. 
Sear  midnight,  in  latitude  2°  17'  N.,  longitude  48^  10'  W.,  when  nearly 
becalmed  in  40  fathoms,  grey  sand  and  black  specks,  a  tide  rip  passed 
amoving  to  the  nortliward  and  eastward,  and  extending  from  NW.  to 
a. 

May  18. — Sea  a  dark  brown  color  and  slightly  phosphorc»scent.  A 
heavv  swell  fix)m  ENE. 

May  19. — Sea  dark  olive  color  and  not  phosphorescent.  At  oh.  40m. 
p.m.,  bottled  a  specimen  of  the  surface  water  and  of  the  bottom,  coral 
and  shells,  got  at  58  fathoms  deptli.  (For  position  se<*  abstract  log.) 
From  Point  Tijioca  to  the  parallel  of  Cape  North,  we  found  that  the 
general  character  of  the  bottom  off  the  mouth  of  the  Amazon  is  muddv; 
Sot  fiom  Point  Tijioca  to  the  eastward,  that  the  Ix^ltom  is  generally 
'^andy,  indicating  that  the  current  of  the  Amazon  runs  principallv  to 
the  northward. 

May  20  — ^At  6  a.  m.,  in  latitude  3^  25'  N.,  longitude  48^  17'  W., 
water  slightly  discolored,  Capi*  North  (north  side  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Amazon)  bearing  SW.  distant  130  miles.  At  noon  it  was  sea  blue.  At 
midnight  sea  slightly  phosphorescent. 

May  21. — ^No  phosplioresenc(\    Sea  deep  blue.    Saw  sholesof  flyin<r 

May  22. — No  phosphorence.  Sea  dark  bhie.  S:iw  sholes  of  {)or- 
jifiiscs  and  flying  fish. 

May  23. — ^Heavy  and  irregular  S(\t,  generally  from  northward  find 
•-.islwarJ. 
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CHAPTER  Vll. 

Examine  the  region  of  discolored  water  east  of  the  Windward  Islands,  and  the  supposed 
mountainous  region  extending  from  370  on  Uie  equator  to  Cape  Charles,  United  States — 
Bfake  unsuccessful  search  for  **Voette^s  Bank,**  "Galleon's  Bank,*'  *^  Galisaioniere's 
Rode,''  '*  Martin's  Reef,'*  '*  Mourand's  Bank,"  and  the  *'  Overfalls  or  Heavy  Ripples'*— 
End  of  cruise. 

May  24. — At  9h.  a.  ui.,  iiirlcd  sail,  took  temperature  soundings  from 
brig;  got  bottom  certainly  at  ],970  fathoms  from  boat,  with  one  32- 
pound  shot,  wa.xed  line. 

May  24,  1852. 
Lantude  7o  57'  4.3"  A'.,  0  m.;  longuiidc  47^  51'  24"  W.,  0  a.  m. 

Boat  soukding. — Mr.  Mall. 
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900 

9     11 

13 
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1,970 

9    49 

0 

3    13 

1,000 

9     14 

10 

2    57 

1 

Bottom  ;  time  running,  56m.  2s. 

Too  rough  tor  current  observations.  This  sound  is  just  witliin  the 
supposed  mountainous  region  about  300  miles  wide,  extending  from 
Cape  Chiirles,  United  States,  in  a  SE.  direction,  to  37°  W.  on  the 
equator,  and  which  w(»  entered  about  4  a.  m.  on  its  south  side. 

May  25. — Exercised  division  of  great  guns. 

yiay  26. — Furled  sail  twice,  took  temperatures  from  brig,  and 
soumled  from  boat ;  no  bottom  at  5h.  30m.  a.  m.,  at  500  fiithoms,  or  at 
],855  fathoms  at  3h.  j).  m.,  when  we  sounded  with  one  32-pound  shot 
and  waxed  lim*.  As  this  cast  is  alx)ut  the  centre  of  the  supposed 
mountainous  region,  before  referred  to,  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  line 
parted,  and  that  the  s(\'i  is  tooirrei^ular  aud  rough  for  more  satisfactory 
sounding. 
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Latitude  11°  11'  42"  A'.,  <C  i».  m. ;  longitude  47°  37'  48"  JF.,  Q  p.  m. 


Boat  soukdikc. — Mr.  Danelh. 
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Line  parted ;  time  running,  47fii.  559. 

May  27. — Sea  too  rough  ibr  any  sounding.  Saw  a  large  and  closel}' 
matted  bunch  of  decayed  sea-weed,  and  a  quantity  of  flying  fish;  and 
at  8h.  p.  m.,  a  halo  of  22°  radius  round  the  moon.     Sea  blue.     No 

phosphorescence. 

Voette's  Bank. 

May  28. — Blue  sea,  and  no  indication  of  discolored  water  to-day. 
Kept  a  bright  look  out,  and  sounded  constantly.  Made  unsuccessful 
^«earch  for  Voette*s  40  fathoms  bank.  The  only  authority  for  the  exist- 
ence of  this  bank  is  a  mere  memorandum  in  the  Depot  de  la  Marine, 
that  one  Joachim  Voette  (dale  not  given)  passed  over  and  sounded  on 
it,  in  about  15^  north  latitude,  and  228  leagues  east  of  Martinique  (say 
in 49^  W.  of  Greenwich.)  [See  Laurie's  Atlantic  Memoir,  London,  1845, 
p.  474.]  At  Ih.  45m.  p.  m.,  being  by  good  observations  upon  the  as- 
itigned  position  of  the  bank,  furled  sail,  squared  yards,  and  sounded 
with  250  fathoms  fishing  line  up  and  down  without  getting  bottom. 
[See  our  track  chart.]     The  sea  wfis  loo  rough  to  lower  a  boat. 

Galleon's  Bank. 

May  29. — Searching  with  lead  and  lookouts  for  G<illeon'sbank.  The 
only  known  authority  for  its  existence  is  given  on  p.  473  of  Laurie's 
Atlantic  Memoir,  London,  1845,  as  follows  : 

"  Galleon's  bank,  in  latitude  15^  56',  anr  1  longitude  49^  4^.  This 
bank,  or  reef  of  rocks,  was  discovered  on  the  23d  of  July,  1730,  by 
liOngueville,  the  pilot  ol"  the  San  Fernando,  commanded  by  M.  de 
Navarro,  admiral  of  the  Spanish  galleons. 

"By  the  detail  into  wliich  Longueville  enters,  concerning  this  danger, 
(bia  journal  being  in  the  Depot  de  la  Marine  at  Paris,)  there  can  be  no 
iom  of  its  existence.     It  appears  that  the  San  Fernando  struck  on 
^  passed  over  k  without  receiving  any  damage.     Other  ships  in  ihe 
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same  fleet  also  struck,  with  more  or  less  violence,  but  without  actual 
injury." 

This  bank  has  no  existence  in  the  position  assigned  it.  (See  our 
track  chart.)  The  cast  of  560  fathoms  up  and  down  (no  bottom)  was 
made  from  the  brig,  (the  sea  was  too  rough  for  sounding  from  a  boat,) 
with  sails  furled  and  yards  square,  when  she  was  by  noon  and  p.  m. 
observations  in  the  spot  where  Longueville  is  said  to  have  struck  with 
the  Spanish  galleons  in  1730.  We  made  three  other  similai*  and  un- 
successful casts  in  this  vicinity,  besides  the  lines  of  soundings,  and  we 
saw  no  appearance  of  discolored  water  or  breakers  during  the .  day. 
The  soundings  of  to-day  were  on  the  northern  edge  of  the  supposed 
mountainous  region  or  cold  belt,  which  we  have  just  crossed,  naving 
entered  it  on  the  south  side  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant. 

May  30. — Sounded  twice  from  the  brig  with  furled  sails.  The  sea 
was  too  rough  to  lower  a  boat.  The  last  cast  (564  fathoms  up  and  down, 
and  no  bottom)  was  in  the  middle  of  the  belt.  The  sea  was  blue,  and 
showed  no  unusual  appearance. 

May  31. — At  5h.  a.  m.,  Mr.  Hall  got  no  bottom  at  1,960  fathoms, 
using  one  32-pound  shot  and  unwaxed  line. 

May  31, 1852. 
Latitude  13°  28'  25"  iST.,  ©  m.;  longitude  52o  26'  40"  W.j  *  a.  m. 

Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A 

.  M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

1 

Time  A 

.  M. 

Intenrals. 

/•■        flv* 

s. 

m.    8. 

' 

A.     fVI. 

s. 

m.    a. 

Started... 

5    45 

15 

1,100 

6    12 

40 

3    28 

100 

5    46 

25 

1    10 

1,200 

6    16 

30 

3    50 

fm 

5    48 

0 

1    35 

1,300 

6    20 

26 

3    56 

300 

5    49 

54 

1    54 

1,400 

6    24 

28 

4      2 

400 

5    52 

5 

2    11 

1,500 

6    28 

44 

4    16 

500 

5    54 

21 

2    16 

1,600 

6    33 

14 

4    30 

600 

5    56 

55 

2    34 

1,700 

6    37 

37 

4    23 

700 

5    59 

44 

2    49 

i      1,800 

6    42 

5 

4    28 

800 

6      2 

36 

2    52 

1,900 

6    47 

12 

5      7 

900 

6      5 

50 

3    14 

1      1,960 

6    50 

5 

2    53 

1,000 

6      9 

12 

3    22 

1 
i 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  Ih.  4m.  50s. 

At  3h.  p.  m.,  Mr.  Renshaw  obtained  bottom  from  a  boat  with  one 
32-pound  shot  and  waxed  line,  at  2,780  fathoms  on  the  southern  edge 
of  the  belt,  across  which  we  have  run  a  second  line  of  soundings. 
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May  31, 1852. 
la/rfiafc  12°  47  30"  N.,  Q  m.;  longitude  52©  57  52*  W.,  Q  p.  m. 

Boat  iounding. — ^Mr.  Rekshaw. 


FatlioiiH. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intenralfl. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intenrals. 

n«      fVI« 

s. 

fll«     s* 

wwm         Wv» 

s. 

m.    s. 

Stirted... 

3    S3 

50 

1,500 

4      1 

55 

3    40 

100 

3    23 

50 

1      0 

1,600 

4      5 

45 

3    50 

200 

3    25 

15 

1    25 

1,700 

4    10 

30 

4    45 

300 

3    26 

50 

1    35 

•     1,800 

4    14 

30 

4      0 

400 

3    28 

45 

1    55 

1,900 

4    17 

30 

3      0 

oOO 

3    30 

55 

2    10 

2,000 

4    21 

29 

3    59 

€00 

3    33 

15 

2    20 

2,100 

4    25 

30 

4      1 

700 

3    35 

45 

2    30 

2,200 

4    29 

30 

4      0 

m 

3    38 

40 

2    55 

2,300 

4    33 

45 

4    15 

900 

3    41 

40 

3      0 

2,400 

4    37 

55 

4    10 

1.000 

3    44 

45 

3      5 

2,500 

4    42 

15        . 

4    20 

1.100 

3    48 

0 

3    15 

2,600 

4    46 

30 

4    15 

1.2D0 

3    51 

15 

3    15 

2,700 

4    50 

50        ' 

4    20 

1.300 

3    54 

40 

3    25 

2,790 

4    55 

45 

4    55 

1.400 

3    58 

15 

3    35 

' 

Bottom  at  2,780 ;  time  ranning,  14.  32m.  555. 

Nothing  unusual  in  the  appearance  of  the  sea.  Bent  a  new  foresail, 
aiid  exercised  a  division  of  guns.  Edward  Howard,  captain  forecastle, 
died  of  disease  of  the  heart. 

Jym  1. — Called  all  hands  to  bury  the  dead  ;  read  the  burial  service 
over  the  bodj-  of  Howard,  and  committed  it  to  the  deep.     Stationed 
aD  extra  lookout,  and  kept  a  bright  lookout  during  the  day,  with  and 
without  spy-gLisses,  in  scorch  of  discolored  water.     At  3h.  30m.  p.  m., 
being  in  the  position  where  Lieutenant  Greevelink,  in  tlie  Dutch  gov- 
ernment packet  Echo,  [Laurie's  Atlantic  Memoir,  London,  1845,  p.  475,] 
was  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  with  a  breeze,  passing  on  a  cloudless 
day  in  September,  1835,  through  spots  of  water  so  thick  with  mud  as 
to  make  the  blue  water  curl  against  their  edges  ;  furled  sails,  took  tem- 
perature obser\'ations,  and  looked  all  around  in  vain  lor  discolored 
water.     Sounded  from  a  boat,  without  getting  bottom  at  1,000  fathoms. 
Lieutenant  Greevelink  did  not  suppose  at  the  time  that  these  spots 
indicated  .soundings,  but  imagined  them  to  be  of  the  waters  of  the 
MaraAon,  precipitated  in  its  rapid  descent  under  the  surface  of  the  sea, 
and  brought  up  b\'  lesser  specific  gravity  at  a  point  from  600  to  700 
miles  off  in  the  sea.     At  sunset,  as  throughout  the  day,  we  saw  no 
appearance  of  discolored  water.     The  swell,  which  was  large,  injured 
both  the  temperature  and  current  observations. 

June  2. — \  esterday  at  sun.set  (and  during  the  day)  the  color  of  the 
ocean  was  sea  blue.  This  morning  at  sunrise  (when  in  latitude  12^ 
21'  X.,  longitude  54^  OC  .W.)  the  water  appeared  mucli  discolored,  and 
of  about  the  same  color  that  we  passed  tlirougli  in  approacliing  the 
Amazon,  viz :  of  a  dingy  green  color-  We  were  about  400  miles  to 
die  eastward  of  the  mouths  of  the  Orinoco,  and  800  miles  to  the  north- 
^"^  of  the  mouths  of  the  Amazon.  At  sunset  we  were  in  12^  22? 
1*1  and  54<^  57'  W.,  and  sdll  in  the  discolored  water,  through  wYucVv 
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we  had  run  51  miles,  and  of  which  we  bottled  specimens.  During  the 
night  passed  a  few  miles  east  of  the  muddy  water,  to  be  found,  ac- 
cording to  the  Complete  Pilot  for  the  Leeward  Islands,  1782,  at  70  or 
80  leagues  east  of  Barbadoes.  At  sunrise  we  found  no  bottom  at  1,000 
fathoms. 


Galissioniere's  Rock. 

At  2h.  45m.  p.  m.,  Mr.  Hall  sounded  from  a  boat  and  got  bottom, 
with  one  32-pound  shot,  waxed  line,  at  2,570  fatlioms  on  the  spot  as- 
signed to  Galissioniere's  rock,  of  which  the  following  account  is  given 
on  p.  476  of  Laurie's  North  Atlantic  Memoir,  London,  1845 : 

**  Galissioniere's  rock,  about  12°  20*  N.,  and  54°  49'  W.  This  vigia 
was  exhibited  on  the  chart  of  M.  Rochette  as  a  rock  mentioned  by  M. 
Galissioniere,  and  some  other  navigators.  A  spot  nearly  in  the  same 
situation  had  been  previously  called  the  Isle  of  Fonseca.  It  is  said  to 
have  been  seen  by  the  Rainbow,  a  man-of-war.  We  have  been  lately 
informed,  though  vaguely,  that  the  rock  was  again  seen  in  1822." 

We  saw  no  other  evidence  of  danger  than  the  discolored  water, 
which  the  sounding  showed  to  be  deep. 

June  2,  1852. 
Latitude  12o  20'  17"  N.,  O  m.;  longitude  54°  48'  55"  JV.,  Q  p.  m. 

Boat  soi:xding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

I    Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intanrals. 

h,    m. 

». 

ffl.      8. 

h,    m. 

s. 

• 

m.    $. 

Started... 

2    56 

7 

;      1,400 

3    29 

40 

3    2D 

100 

2    57 

20 

1    13 

'      1,500 

3    32 

55 

3    15 

200 

2    58 

40 

1    20 

i      1,600 

3    36 

22 

3    27 

300        , 

3      0 

24 

I    44 

1      1,700 

3    39 

58 

3    3^ 

400 

3      2 

16 

1    52 

1,800 

3    43 

44 

3    46 

500 

3      4 

21 

2      5 

'      1,900 

3    47 

38 

3    54 

600 

3      6 

39 

2    18 

1      2,000 

3    51 

36 

3    58 

700 

3      9 

9 

2    30 

2,100 

3    55 

15 

3    39 

800 

3    11 

44 

2    35 

i      2,200 

3    59 

5 

1      3    50 

900 

3    14 

33 

2    49 

:      2,300 

4      3 

7 

4      2 

1,000 

3    17 

22 

2    49 

2,400 

4      7 

14 

1      4      7 

1,100 

3    20 

14 

2    52 

2,500 

4     11 

24 

4    10 

1,200 

3    23 

11 

2    57 

2,570 

4     14 

32 

3      8 

1,900 

3    26 

20 

3      9 

1 

Bottom,  in  Ih.  18m.  255. 

• 

Saw  many  flocks  of  flying  fish  during  the  day.  Water  not  phos- 
phorescent at  night. 

June  3. — At  sunrise,  when  in  hititude  13°  24'  N.,  and  longitude  54® 
57'  W.,  the  water  was  blue,  and  so  continued  till  noon,  in  14^  l(y  N., 
and  54P  4G  W.  Wo  here  ran  46'  N.  and  11'  E.  through  blue  water. 
From  noon  lo  sunset,  the  water  was  of  a  greenish  appea1*ance.  At 
sunset  we  were  in  14°  46'  N.,  and  54^  39'  W.,  and  had  run  since  noon 
3&  N.  and  5'  E.  through  green  colored  water,  but  not  near  as  remark- 
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able  as  that  of  yesterday.     Bottled  specimens,  and  took  temperature 
ohs^atioQS.     Saw  many  flying  fish  during  the  day,   mostly  small 

0068* 

June  4- — Sea  ocean  blue  to-day.  Saw  mimy  lai'ge  and  small  flying 
fish  and  much  sea-weed,  generally  Ircsli  looking,  in  detached  bunches, 
leaf  narrow,  berries  full  and  fresh.  At  lOh.  a.  m.,  just  within  the  south 
side  of  the  belt,  and  "  in  the  parallel  of  the  island  of  Dominica,  and  very 
near  the  55th  degree  of  longitude,  a  space  wherein  the  water  seems 
constantly  milky,  though  the  sea  is  ver\'  deep,"  and  where  Humboldt 
suggests  there  may  be  a  sunken  volcanic  islet.  Mr.  Mayo,  at  10  a.m., 
got  bottom  at  3,020  fathoms  with  one  32-pound  sliot,  waxed  line. 

June  4,  1852. 
Latitude  150  25'  7"  A'.,  3  m.;  longitude  55^  V  20"  W.,  O  a.  m. 

Boat,  soi's-dikg. — Mr.  Hall. 


rttboms. 


Time  A.  M. 


SUrted. 
100 

300 

400 

500 

600 

700 

800 

900 
1,000 
1,100 
1,200 
1,300 
1,400 
1,500 


A.  m.  1. 

10  34  15 

10  25  20 

10  26  48 

10  28  30 

10  30  37 

10  32  40 

10  34  59 

10  37  36 

10  40  15 

10  43  7 

10  46  16 

10  49  36 

10  53  0 

10  56  33 

11  0  21 
11  4  5 


Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

1 

Time  A 

.M. 

Intervals. 

in.     s. 

h.    m. 

s. 

m.    i. 

1,600 

11       7 

54 

3    49 

1       5 

1.700 

11     12 

0 

4      6 

1     28 

1,800 

11     16 

19 

4    19 

1     42 

1,900 

11     20 

25 

4      6 

2      7 

2,000 

11     24 

40 

4     15 

2      3 

2J00 

11     28 

55 

4    15 

2     19 

2,200 

11     33 

20 

4    25 

2    37 

2, .300 

11     37 

35 

4     15 

2    39 

2,400 

11     42 

34 

4    ,59 

2    52 

2,500 

11     47 

15 

4    41 

3      9 

2,600 

11     52 

3 

4    48 

3    20 

2,700 

11     56 

55 

4    52 

3    24 

2,800 

12      1 

55 

5      0 

3    33 

2,900 

12      6 

48 

4    53 

3    4« 

1      3,000 

12    12 

16 

5    28 

3    44 

3,020 

12    13 

20 

1      4 

Bottom ;  time  running,  \h.  49m.  .m. 

Sea  rough  and  iiregular.  The  temperature  lines  came  in  much  in- 
clined. About  sunset  left  the  r(»gion  of  chscolored  water,  (which  we 
entered  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant,  lying  between  lljo  and 
15|o  N.,  and  53^^  and  55Jo  W.,  according  to  our  observations  and  the 
old  authorities  just  referred  to,)  and  steered  for  Martin's  Reef. 

June  5. — ^At  daylight  furled  sail  and  took  temperatures.  Sounded 
from  a  boat ;  too  rough  for  currents.  Saw  much  fresh  looking  sea- 
weed and  many  flying  fish,  mostly  small. 

Martin's  Reef. 

Jtme  6  and  7. — Stationed  extra  lookouts  and  sounded  during  tlie  day 
searching  for  Martin's  Reef.  What  authority  there  is  for  its  existence 
i«given  on  page  476  of  Laurie's  Atlantic  Memoir,  London,  1845,  as 
fellows: 

''Martin's  Reef,  eastward  of  GaudaloufH*,  in  16^  4?  N.  and  58^  53? 
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W.  A  shoal  was  inserted  hereabout  on  the  chart  of  Bellin,  1742,  who 
says  that  it  is  mentioned  by  many  navigators. 

"It  was  again  seen  in  July,  1816,  by  Captain  Martin,  of  the  ship 
John  Manning.  The  shoal  seemed  to  consist  of  yellow  sand  wdth  sea- 
weed upon  it ;  to  be  about  half  a  mile  in  length  from  east  to  west,  and 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breadth  from  north  to  south. 

'*  We  have  been  informed  on  respectable  authority  that  this  reef  was 
again  seen  by  the  ship  Cecilia^  of  Glasgow,  19th  of  July,  1823,  by 
which  the  position  assigned  was  16^  44'  N.  and  58^  SO*  W. 

"  To  the  commander  of  the  ship  it  appeared  to  be  about  IJ  or  2 
miles  long,  and  only  about  30  feet  wdde  ;  the  western  part,  shaped  like 
the  bulb  of  a  thermometer,  seemed  dangerous. 

"Lastly,  Captain  Newbold,  of  the  brig  Transit,  on  her  passage  from 
Halifax  to  St.  Vincent,  in  February,  1842,  discovered  a  shoal  to  wind- 
ward of  the  island  of  Antigua,  in  latitude  16^  42^  N.,  longitude  59°  '6. 
*'He  examined  it  as  carefully  as  circumstances  would  permit,  and 
describes  it  to  be  about  200  feet  long  and  80  wide,  with  3  fathoms 
water  in  the  centre,  and  much  shallower  on  the  edges. 

"The  mean  of  these  three  positions  is  given  above." 

The  latitude  and  longitude  in  which  the  John  Manning  is  here  re- 
ported to  have  found  the  reef  is  not  given,  but  the  mean  of  the  three 
positions  named  is  given.  We  sounded  along  its  parallel  from  68°  35' 
to  69^  15',  (see  track  chart,)  with  a  clear  radius  of  vision,  and  examin- 
ing the  neighborhood  of  the  mean  position  assumed  by  Laurie,  within 
two  miles  of  which  Mr.  Renshaw,  sounding  from  a  boat,  found  no 
bottom  at  3,200  fathoms  depth,  using  waxed  line  and  one  32-pound  shot. 

June  6,  1852. 
Latitxide  16^  43'  22%  O  w. ;  longitude  58^  54'  34%  0  p.  m. 

Boat  Sounding. — Mr.  Renshaw. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

A.     Ifl. 

5. 

in.    5. 

A.     fit. 

5. 

m.    i- 

Started . . . 

4    41 

36 

1,700 

5    25 

8 

3    33 

100 

4    42 

41 

1      5 

1,800 

5    28 

46 

3    38 

200 

4    44 

15 

1    34 

1,900 

5    32 

31 

3    45 

300 

4    45 

56 

1    41 

2,000 

5    36 

20 

3    49 

400 

4    47 

51 

1     55 

2,100 

5    40 

12 

3    52 

500 

4    49 

55 

2      4 

2,200 

5    44 

12 

4      0 

600 

4    52 

10 

2    15 

2,300 

5    48 

19 

4      7 

700 

4    54 

35 

2    25 

2,400 

5    52 

30 

4    11 

800 

4    57 

8 

2    33 

2,500 

5    56 

45 

4    15 

900 

4    59 

46 

2    38 

2,600 

6      1 

10 

4    25 

1,000 

5      2 

33 

2    47 

2,700 

6      5 

36 

4    26 

1,100 

5      5 

25 

2    52 

2,800 

6    10 

5 

4    29 

1,200 

5      8 

25 

3      0 

2,900 

6    14 

34 

4    39 

1,300 

5    11 

30 

3      5 

3,000 

6    19 

8 

4    34 

1,400 

5    14 

50 

3    20 

3,100 

6    24 

20 

5    12 

1,500 

5    18 

9 

3    19 

3,200 

6    29 

32 

5    12 

1,600 

5    21 

35 

3    26 

• 

Line  parted,  1^.  47m.  565. 
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In  the  position  where  the  Transit  located  this  reef  in  1842,  we  did 
not  find  bottom  at  1,000  fathoms. 

Throughout  the  day  we  were  unable  to  discover  any  appearance  of 
1  rock,  or  reef,  or  discolored  water.  Blue  water,  flying,  nsn,  (mostly 
argfe,)  a  few  sea  birds,  and  fresh  sea-weed  were  seen.  We  are  not 
ofonned  that  the  Transit  made  reliable  obervations,  or  had  any  chro- 
lometers.  It  is  possible  enough  she  may  have  got  astray  among  the 
Vindward  Islands.  But  there  is  no  record  given  of  any  observations 
he  may  have  made,  or  of  her  run,  as  should  have  been  tlie  case  where 
uch  a  discovery  is  claimed,  whereby  she  mi^ht  have  been  tracked 
:lnsely  lor  the  purpose  of  confirming  or  disproving  the  report. 

June  8- — Saw  much  narrow  leaf  sea-weed,  generally  fresh  and  verj^ 
Ml  of  animals,  such  as  crabs,  shrimps,  and  toad  fish.  Saw  many 
medusa?,  (Portuguese  men-ol-war,)  and  some  flying  fish.  Sea  blue  by 
day  and  not  phosphorescent  at  night.  Mr.  Hall  got  bottom,  (with  one 
32-pouiid  shot  and  unwaxed  line,)  at  3,300  fathoms,  on  the  southern 
edge  of  the  l^lt. 

June  8,  1852. 
Lititvde  19^  2'  36"  A^,  O  m.;  longitude  59^  33'  20"  W.,  Q  p.  m. 

Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fttboffls 

Time  P. 

M. 

1 
Intervals.   ! 

1 

Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

h.    in. 

s. 

1 

m.    8. 

h.    m. 

s. 

m.    5. 

SUrted... 

4     10 

59 

1,700 

4     57 

5 

3    49 

100 

4     12 

11 

1     12 

1,800 

5      0 

55 

3    50 

300 

4    13 

45 

1     34 

1,900 

5      4 

49 

3    54 

300 

4     15 

33 

1     48 

2,000 

5      8 

45 

3    5<> 

400 

4     17 

33 

2      0    i 

2,100 

5     12 

45 

4      0 

JOO 

4     19 

45 

2    12 

2,200 

5    16 

51 

4      6 

600 

4    22 

5 

2    20 

2,300 

5    21 

14 

4    23 

:oo 

4    24 

33 

2    28 

2,400 

5    25 

30 

4    16 

m 

4    27 

15 

2    42 

2,500 

5    29 

55 

4    25 

900 

4    30 

7 

2    52 

2,600 

5    34 

22 

4    27 

1.000 

4    33 

2 

2    55 

2,700 

5    39 

2 

4    40 

i.lOO 

4    36 

10 

3      8    , 

2,800 

5    43 

38 

4    36 

1.300 

4    39 

25 

3    15 

2,900 

5    48 

10 

4    32 

l.M 

4    42 

45 

3    20    ! 

3,000 

5    52 

45 

4    35 

1.400 

4    46 

5 

3    20 

3,100 

5    57 

37 

4    52 

i;500 

4    49 

40 

3    35 

3,200 

6      2 

40 

5      3 

l.GOO 

4    5? 

• 

16 

3    36 

3,300 

6      8 

55 

6    15 

Bottom ;  time  running,  Ih.  57m.  569. 

June  9. — Sounded  at  7  a.  m.  in  the  belt  from  a  boat,  no  bottom  at 
liOOO  fathoms,  and  again  at  4  p.  m.  without  getting  bottom  at  1,200 
^thorns,  when  the  line  was  checked,  owing  to  a  rising  squall,  and 
parted.    Used  one  32-pound  shot  and  unwaxed  line  each  time. 
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June  9,  1852. 
Lamide  20O  12'  30"  iV.,  ^  m.;  longitude  59^  38'  52"  fF.,  O  a.  m. 

•  Boat  sounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

h.    m. 

5. 

SUrted... 

7    20 

40 

100 

7    21 

55 

200 

7    23 

30 

300 

7    25 

26 

400 

7    27 

40 

500 

7    30 

12 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

1 
Intervals. 

m.    s. 

1 

h.    vn. 

s. 

m.    i. 

1 

600 

7    33 

0 

'      2    48 

1     15 

700 

7    36 

0 

3     0 

1    35    , 

800 

7    39 

17 

3    17 

1    56    ; 

900 

7    42 

42 

•      3    25 

2    14    ' 

1,000 

7    46 

10 

'      3    28 

2    32 

Line  parted  ;  time  running,  25m.  30$. ;  no  bottom. 

June  9,  1852. 
Latitude  2\o  13"  44"  N.,  Q  m.;  langitude  59©  36'  KT  JV.y  Q  p.  m. 

Boat   sounding. — Mr.  Renshaw. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals.   ■ 

1 

Fathoms. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

A.    tn.    B. 

1 
m.    1. 

h*    in.    s. 

m.  J. 

Started... 

4    11    55 

700 

4    26    46 

2    56 

100 

4     13      1 

1      6 

800 

4    29    54 

3     8 

200 

4    14    38 

1    37 

900 

4    33      3 

3     9 

300 

4     16    30 

1    52    , 

1,000 

4    36    40 

3    37 

400 

4     18    40 

2    10 

1,100 

4    40    21 

3    41 

500 

4    21    10 

2    30 

1,200 

4    45    15 

4    54 

GOO 

4    23    50 

2    40    , 

Line  parted ;  time  running,  33m.  20s. ;  no  bottom. 

Took  temperatures  with  furled  sails  at  each  sounding  station.  Saw 
much  sea-weed,  the  fresh  looking  floated  low,  the  stdfest  was  on  the 
surface ;  some  of  the  weed  was  in  detached  patches,  some  in  streaks 
from  1  to  4  feet  wide,  setting  in  the  direction  of  the  wind. 

June  10. — About  the  middle  of  the  belt,  at  7h.  15m.  a.  m.,  furled 
sail  and  lowered  a  boat  to  sound ;  no  bottom  at  250  fathoms ;  when 
finding  the  sea  too  rough  for  the  boat,  it  was  hoisted  up?  and  sounded 
with  small  line  and  one  32-pound  shot  from  the  vessel.  By  checking 
the  line  occasionally  until  it  swung  in  towards  the  vessel,  and  making 
due  allowance  for  stray  line,  estimated  an  up  and  down  sound  of  800 
fathoms,  without  getting  bottom.  At  5h.  25m.  p.  m.  again  ftirled  and 
cast  in  like  manner,  finding  no  bottom  at  600  fathoms. 

June  11. — ^Approaching  the  northern  edge  of  the  belt.  The  several 
soundings  made  to-day  were  from  the  weather  gangway  of  the  bng» 
with  all  sail  furled,  using  small  line  and  one  32-pound  shot  Some 
chain  lightning  and  much  very  vivid  sheet  lightning  in  all  quarters  oi 
the  heavens.  Much  sea-weed,  generally  stale,  floating  in  lines  with 
the  wind. 
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June  12. — On  the  northern  edge  of  the  belt,  having  run  ti  third  line 
of  soundings  over  it.  Mr.  Hall  got  bottom  this  morning  from  the  boat 
at  3,825  fathoms,  with  one  32-pound  shot,  and  reports  that  the  Une, 
which  was  kept  running  up  and  down  by  occasional  gentle  pulUng,  was 
of  our  smallest  size  and  best  quality  oi*  unbleached  flax-thread  fishing- 
line,  of  three  strands,  and  four  threads  to  each  strand,  well  waxed 
throughout,  ran  unusually  well  and  quicker  than  usual.  The  wind 
was  hsht ;  sea  tolerably  smooth. 

June  12,  1852. 
Latunde  26©  32  31"  .V.,  D.  R./  longitude  60<>  6'  51"  W.,   J>  a.  m. 

Boat  soun'ding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A 

.  M. 

Intervals. 

1 

!    Fathoms. 

Time  A 

.  M. 

Interval*. 

k.    m. 

s. 

ffl.      X. 

1 

A.    m. 

s. 

m.    $, 

Stirted... 

5    41 

19 

2,000 

6    24 

54 

2    44 

100 

5    42 

11 

0    52 

2,100 

6    27 

40 

2    46 

m 

0      0 

0 

0      0 

2,200 

6  -30 

31 

2    51 

300 

5    44 

55 

2    44 

2,300 

6    33 

24 

2    53 

400 

5    46 

36 

1    41 

2,400 

6    36 

23 

2    59 

500 

5    48 

25 

1     49 

2,500 

6    39 

30 

3      7 

600 

5    50 

16 

1     51 

;      2,600 

7    42 

37 

3      7 

700 

5    52 

14 

1     58 

'      2,700 

6    45 

45 

3      8 

800  . 

5    54 

16 

2      2 

2,800 

6    48 

53 

3      8 

900 

5    56 

26 

2    10 

2,900 

6    52 

2 

3      9 

1,000 

5    58 

40 

2    14 

3,000 

6    55 

12 

3    10 

1,100 

6      1 

6 

2    26 

!      3,100 

6    58 

22 

3    10 

I,liO 

6      3 

38 

2    32 

i      3,200 

7       1 

32 

3     10 

I,30O 

6      6 

10 

2    32 

1      3,300 

7      4 

44 

3    12 

hm 

6      8 

44 

2    34 

i      3,400 

7      7 

57 

3    13 

],J00 

6    11 

26 

2    42 

3,500 

7     11 

17 

3    20 

1.600 

6    14 

2 

2    36 

3,600 

7     14 

40 

3    23 

liTOO 

6    16 

45 

2    43 

3,700 

7     18 

8 

3    28 

1,800 

6     19 

26 

2    41 

3,800 

7    21 

42 

3    34 

1,900 

6    22 

10 

2    44 

i      3,825 

7    22 

37 

0    55 

Bottom;  time  running,  Ih.  Aim.  ISs. 

This  cast,  reported  "  a  good  one,"  was  the  deepest  made  during  the 
Gnuse.  Saw  much  sea-weed  during  the  day,  generally  old,  and  some 
ftwh  pieces.  On  the  English  admiralty  chart  of  June  23, 1851,  sound- 
^gs  in  366  fathoms  are  laid  down  a  degree  north  of  our  sounding  of 
b-day,  reported  in  the  New  Bedford  Mercury  to  have  been  found  by 
be  Harvest  in  1850.  In  the  extract  from  the  narrative  of  the. Harvest, 
liven  in  the  London  Nautical  Magazine  for  November,  1850,  page  700, 
t  is  said : 

"  April  15 ;  latitude  27o  30'  N.,  longitude  60o  3'  W.,  Bermuda  bear- 
igNW.  by  N.,  300  miles,  sounded  and  got  bottom  in  366  fathoms." 
The  line (used)*was  constructed  thus:  first  100 fathoms  (of)  five  parts 
fshoe  thread,  second  four  parts,  third  three  parts,  fourth  two  parts, 
unainder  single.  The  lead  weighed  five  pounds ;  the  whole  wound 
pon  a  light  reel  and  held  by  hand.  In  this  process  of  obtaining  sound- 
I0B  the  lead  is  not  to  be  hauled  up." 

The  experiments  made  hy  the  Dolphin  and  others  of  our  public  ves- 
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sels  show  how  rapidly  such  twine  as  was  used  by  the  Harvest  would 
untwist,  open,  and  draw  apart.  Instead  of  getting  bottom  at  366 
fathoms,*  the  probability  is  that  the  fourth  100  fathoms' 


probability  is  that  the  fourth  100  fathoms'  length  of  li 
used  by  the  Harvest,  and  made  of  but  two  threads  of  shoe  thread,  or 
probably  enough  some  of  the  weak  line  below  it  had  parted,  when  it 
stopped  running,  and  that  there  was  then  no  strain  upon  the  line,  wfaidh 
they  would  have  found  out  had  an  attempt  been  made  to  haul  it  up. 

The  Harvest  reports  obtaining  bottom  in  like  manner  on  two  other 
occasions  in  this  vicinity — once  at  160  miles  S.  by  E.  of  Bermudoi 
with  bottom  at  620  fathoms,  whicli  is  at  about  twice  the  depth,  hiU 
the  distance,  and  in  the  same  direction  of  the  other  above  mentioned 
supposed  sounding.  It  is  impossible  to  repose  any  confidence  in  the 
Harvest's  soundings  as  thus  reported,  for  oesides  the  very  insufficient 
line,  or  rather  twine  used,  it  is  not  shown  whether  or  not  the  sound 
was  taken  from  the  vessel  hove  to,  or  with  sails  furled,  or  from  a  boat 
allowed  to  drift  to  leeward,  or  kept  over  the  descending  lead  by  man- 
agement of  the  oars. 

June  13. — ^At  lOh.  15m.  a.  m.  saw  a  long  well  defined  water  spoul 
proceeding  from  a  nimbus  cloud  bearing  SW.  by  W.,  distant  10  miles; 
It  disappeared,  soon  formed  again,  and  was  then  in  view  4J  minutes; 
its  funnel  was  2^  27',  and  its  spout  1^  42'  of  altitude.  Saw  sea-weed 
in  moderate  quantities  in  narrow  streaks  in  the  direction  of  the  wind. 

June  14. — In  the  middle  of  the  belt,  searching  for  the  Overfalls  or 
Heavy  ripples,  of  which  the  following  account  is  given  in  Laurie's  At- 
lantic Memoir,  London,  1845,  p.  468 : 

"  Overfalls  or  heavy  ripples,  in  latitude  24^  11'  and  longitude  6P 
44'.     On  Sunday,  theVth  of  February,  1819,  at  10  a.  m.,  the  schooner 
Brilliant^  Captfiin  TuUoch,  on  her  passage  from  Gibraltar  to  Havana^ 
passed  through  very  heavy  overfalls  extending  NNE.  J  E.  and  SSW- 
^  W.,  (rur,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  with  much  sea- weed  (/mcu 
ncUansJ  in  it.     The  breadth  ot  the  ovcrfiJls  did  not  exceed  half  a  mile. 
Course  run  from  10  a.  m.  W.  by  N.,  six  miles  an  hour,  equal  to  twelve 
miles.     Latitude  observed  at  noon  24^  KY  38".     Hence  ilie  latitude  in 
which  w(»  crossed  the  overfalls  was  about  24^  1 1'  1 1",  after  allowing 
lo  45'  S.  for  heave  of  the  sea.     The  longitude  of  the  overfalls  1  foundi 
by  mean  of  three  sets  of  lunars,  stars  Regulus  and  Aldebaran,  east  and 
west  of  the  moon,  continued  to  noon,  by  account,  was  61^  43'  57*  W. 
The  preceding  information  was  communicated  by  our  friend  Captain 
Livingston,  by  whom  the  lunju*  distanc(\s  were  taken:  He  adds,  'none 
of  us  saw  such  a  heavy  ripple,  except  near  land,  before;  and  both  Cap- 
tain Tulloch  and  I  felt  confident,  that  if  there  had  been  a  fresh  breeze, 
the  overfalls  would  have  broke*  very  heavily.     We  saw  no  danger,  but 
both  suspect  tliat  some  exists  hereabout;  and  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  Gulf  weed  about  the  edges  of  the  ripples.'" 


It  will  be  remarked  that  this  lonmtudc*  was  from  lunar  observation 


M 


but  when  taken  the  account  does  not  state.  The  allowance  of  1©  46 
S.  is  large,  even  when  corrected  to  1'  45"  S.  for  diflference  of  latitude 
caused  by  heave  of  the  sea  in  two  hours  run,  "at  six  miles  an  hour," 
in  a  moderate  bn^eze ;  for  such  it  must  have  been,  as  the  writer  says 
"if  there  had  been  afresh  bronze,  the  overfalls  would  have  broke  rerj 
imffi/y.''     They  ought  to  have  broke  heavily  if  there  was  anything  t( 
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beak  against,  with  a  heaving  sea  or  swell  sufficient  to  set  the  vessel 
flOQth  near  a  mile  an  hour,  when  sailing  W.  by  N.  six  miles  an  liour, 
probably'  in  the  NE.  trades.  These  overfalls  were  a  half  mile  wide, 
and,  it  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  account,  some  15  or  20  miles  long ; 
yet,  in  all  that  extent,  the  writer  says  **  we  saw  no  danger,"  and  it  ap- 
pears at  the  time  made  no  efibrt  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any. 

The  weather  was  very  clear,  and  the  water  smooth  and  blue  during 
die  day.  We  kept  the  lead  going,  and  an  extra  lookout  aloft  with  a 
niyglass.  At  3h.  23m.  p.  m.  when  from  the  noon  latitude  and  from 
me  longitude  by  chronometers  from  the  a.  m.  sun  sights,  (confirmed 
within  a  half  minute  of  longitude  in  arc  by  the  p.  m.  chronometer 
sriits,)  we  were  at  the  assigned  position  of  these  overfalls,  with  all 
Sttl  fiirled,  took  temperatures  from  the  brig,  and  sounded  from  a  boat 
with  a  32-pound  shot  and  waxed  fishing  line,  when  Mr.  Hall  got  bot- 
tom at  3,4o0  fathoms. 

June  14,  1852. 
Latitude  24°  11'  8"  iV.,  ©  m.;  longitude  61©  43'  31"  JV.,  o  jt.  m. 

Boat  Sounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fitboms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

FathoniB. 

Time  P.  M. 

Intervals. 

A.      HI. 

s. 

fit.     5. 

h,    m.    5. 

fit*     8, 

SUrUd... 

3    34 

20 

1,800 

4    15      0 

3    26 

100 

3    35 

11 

0    51 

1,900 

4     18    30 

3    30 

200 

3    36 

15 

1      4 

2,000 

4    22      5 

3    35 

300 

3    37 

34 

1     19 

2,100 

4    25    43 

3    38 

400 

3    39 

a 

1    28 

2,200 

4    29    22 

3    39 

500 

3    40 

42 

1     40 

2,300 

4    33      8 

3    46 

OO 

3    42 

30 

1     48 

2,400 

4    37      0 

3    52 

700 

3    44 

23 

1     53 

2,500 

4    41      2 

4      2 

800 

3    46 

25 

2      2 

2,600 

4    45     10 

4      8 

1         900 

3    48 

45 

2    20 

2,700 

4    49    22 

4    12 

'       1.000 

3    51 

13 

2    28 

2,800 

4    53    38 

4    16 

lilOO 

3    53 

45 

2    32 

2,900 

4    58      2 

4    24 

1,900 

3    56 

35 

2    50 

3,000 

5      2    33 

4    31 

1.300 

3    59 

25 

2    50 

3,100 

5      7      4 

4    31 

J,400 

4      2 

23 

2    58 

3,200 

5    11     40 

4    36 

1,500 

4      5 

24 

3      ] 

3,300 

5    16    17 

4    37 

1,000 

4      8 

26 

3      2 

3,400 

5    20    56 

4    39 

1,700 

4     11 

34 

3      8 

3,500 

5    26      0 

5      4 

Time  rumiing,  Ih.  51m.  405. ;  bottom  at  3,450»  in  Ih.  49m.  Ss. 

This  ^oocl  .sound  was  near  the  middle  of  the  su{)|)()sed  mountainous 
belt.  The  sounding  taken  at  7h.  lOin.  j).  m.  showed  no  bottom  at  350 
fathoms  of  small  line  up  and  down.  This  position  is  ^iven  in  latitude* 
and  longitude  by  p.  m.  twilight  stnrs.  Saw  a  small  (luanlity  of  stalc^ 
*i:^wei*d  during  the  day,  but  no  indieation  of  any  danger. 

June  15. — The  morning  ea.st  was  made  from  the  vessel,  using  fishing 
iw  and  shot.  The  afternoon  cast  was  made  with  iriph;  size  line  from 
I  boat.  No  bottom  at  either.  Sjiw  a  ti*w  gulls  and  some  sea-weed, 
mmlv  stale.  The  transparency  of  lht»  water  ob.-^erved  irom  the  vessel 
his  tnoming,  wlien  the  sky  was  overta^jt  and  it  was  raining,  was  ou\y 
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9  fathoms.     The  weather  was  much  better  when  the  transparency  was 
tried  in  the  afternoon- 

Mourand's  Bank. 

Jwie  16,  17,  18,  19,  and  20. — Sounding  and  searching  with  lead  aod 
glass  for  Mourand's  bank,  of  which  the  following  account  is  given  in 
Laurie's  Atlantic  Memoir;  London,  1845,  p.  468: 

Mourand's  bank,  in  latitude  24^  34',  longitude  65°  K^. 

'*  This  danger  was  discovered  by  Mourand,  commander  of  thePmcr 
de  Nizarre^  of  Nantes,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1773.  This  person  has  the 
character  of  having  been  an  intelligent  navigator  and  accurate  observer. 
He  describes  it  to  be  a  *bank  of  red  sand,  many  parts  of  which  are  out 
of  water,  like  detached  islands,  over  which  the  sea  breaks ;  it  appeared 
to  extend  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  north  to  south.'  The  jour- 
nal of  Captain  Mourand's  voyage  having  been  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Messrs.  Verdun,  Borda,  and  Pingr^,  they  have  been 
enabled  to  calculate  with  every  probability  of  correctness  its  true  posi- 
tion." 

This  location  is  on  the  southern  edge  of  the  belt  of  supposed  subte^ 
ranean  mountains. 

June  16. — Saw  much  sea-  weed  in  NNE.  and  SSW.  lines,  with  some 
large  patches ;  bottled  a  specimen. 

June  17. — ^I^atent  log  made  a  false  exhibit  from  2  to  3  p.  m. ;  logged 
that  hour  by  common  log.  At  5h.  30m.  p.  m.,  Mr.  Hall  found  no  bot- 
tom with  one  32-pound  shot  and  smaU  line  at  1,000  fathoms.  Much 
lightning  in  all  quarters  during  first  watch. 

June  18. — Much  sheet  lightning  during  mid  and  forenoon  watches; 
some  forked  lightning  in  latter.  Passed  a  ship  and  a  schooner.  Saw 
a  little  sea-weed. 

June  19. — Two  sail  in  sight.     Saw  a  little  sea-weed. 

June  20. — In  morning  watch  saw  large  patches  of  stale  looking  sea- 
weed floating  in  lines  piu"jillcl  to  the  wind.  In  the  forenoon  watch  saw 
much  sea-weed,  generally  fresh  looking.  At  9h.  a.  m.  sounded  from  a 
boat,  when  Mr.  Hall  got  bottom  at  3,660  fathoms  with  the  waxed  fishing 
line  and  one  32-pound  shot,  (sea  smooth  and  wind  light,)  near  the 
position  of  the  reef,  but  not  upon  it,  as  was  supjx)sed  at  the  time,  from 
good  twilight  observations  of  this  morning. 
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June  20,  1852. 
Lmiiude  24°  36'  46"  A":,  *  a.  m.;  longuude  65°  12"  18'  W.,  *,«.  m. 

Boat  Sounding. — Mr.  Hall. 


Fathoms. 

Time  A. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

Time  A.  M. 

Intervals. 

h. 

m. 

J. 

m.     9. 

1 

h.    m.    9. 

m.    J. 

Started... 

9 

3 

36 

1,900 

9    49      0 

3     13 

100 

9 

4 

37 

1       1 

2,000 

9    52    19 

3    19 

20O 

9 

5 

56 

1     19 

2,100 

9    55    39 

3    20 

30O 

9 

< 

27 

1    31 

2,2<K) 

9    59      5 

3    26 

40O 

9 

9 

10 

1     43 

2,300 

10      2    30 

3    25 

m 

9 

11 

0 

1     50 

2,400 

10      5    55 

3    25 

GOO 

9 

13 

1 

2      1 

2,500 

10      9    30 

3    35 

TOO 

9 

15 

14 

2    13 

2,600 

10     13      5 

3    35 

8U0 

9 

17 

34 

2    20 

2,700 

10     16    45 

3    40 

90O 

9 

19 

55 

2    21 

2,800 

10    20    25 

3    40 

1,000 

9 

22 

30 

2    35 

2,900 

10    24      5 

3    40 

1,100 

9 

25 

5 

2    35 

3,000 

10    27    45 

3    40 

i,aH) 

9 

27 

5U 

2    45 

3,100 

10    31     40 

3    55 

1,300 

9 

30 

40 

2    50 

3,200 

10    35    35 

3    55 

1,400 

9 

33 

33 

2    53 

3,300 

10    39    35 

4      0 

1.500 

9 

36 

32 

2    59 

3,400 

10    43    36 

4      1 

i,eoo 

9 

39 

34 

3      2 

3,500 

10    47    56 

4    90 

1,700 

9 

42 

39 

3      5 

3,560 

10    51     27 

3    31 

i.aoo 

9 

45 

47 

3      8 

3,600 

10    53.30 

3      3 

Time  running,  \h.  49m.  54s. :  bottom  at  3,560,  in  l/i.  47m.  51.t. 

This  sound  was  taken  near  the  southern  edge  of  the  belt,  over  which 
we  have  now  run  four  lines  of  soundings,  and  shall  cross  it  again  in 
ibe  homeward  route.  At  7h.  p.  m.  sounded  with  1,000  fathoms  of  line 
in  the  position  of  the  vigia,  by  the  mean  of  all  the  good  ob3er\'ations  of 
the  day,  without  getting  bottom.  Tried  the  surface  current.  Saw  no 
indication  of  any  shoal,  either  above  or  below  the  surface,  during  our 
search  for  this  alleged  discovery  in  1773.  Lost  the  northeast  trades  in 
3^  north  on  the  African  side  January  12,  and  took  them,  light  and  va- 
ritble,  in  3°  south  on  the  American  side,  north  of  Cape  St.  Roque,  and 
at  iP  south  (April  4)  they  became  steady,  though  still  light.  Did  not 
lose  them  again  until  we  got  in  tlu^  parallel  of  25^  north,  to  the  south- 
ward of  Bermuda,  near  the  middle  of  June,  in  about  the  same  latitude 
in  which  we  took  them  at  the*  close  of  N(>vemb<T,  on  the  eastern  side  of 
ibe  Athuitic. 

The  trades  have  been  somewhat  stronger,  with  rougher  seas  (less 
favorable  for  sounding)  and  with  more  rain  on  the  western  than  on  the 
listern  side  of  the  Atlantic — shedding  the  moisture  taken  up  on  their 
>assage  across  the  Atlantic  before  reaching  the  land. 
/if«€  21. — Saw  small  quantities  of  sea-weed,  in  detached  bunches, 
oating  high.  At  40m.  p.  m.  furled  sail,  took  temperatures  from  brig, 
ad  sounded  from  boat  with  one  32-pound  shot,  without  getting  bottom 
ilh  2,350  fathoms  of  unwaxed  line,  which  was  all  there  was  on  the 
«1.  This  cast  was  made  just  south  of  the  belt.  The  line  parted 
?fore  the  current  could  be  tried  from  the  boat. 
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JuNB  21,  1852. 
Latitude  25o  14'  13"  N.,  Q  m. :  longUnde  66°  57  12"  fT.,  ©  a.  m. 

Boat  Sounding. — Mr.  Rbnsuaw. 


Fathoms. 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intervals. 

Fathoms. 

i 

Time  P. 

M. 

Intenrals. 

».    m. 

s. 

ni.    s. 

a.    m. 

s. 

m.    .«. 

Started.. . 

12    51 

17 

1,300 

1    25 

40 

3    40 

100 

12    52 

15 

0    58 

1,400 

1    29 

35 

3    55 

900 

12    53 

30 

1    15 

1,500 

1    33 

48 

4    13 

300 

12    55 

14 

1    44 

1,600 

1    38 

6 

4    18 

400 

12    57 

15 

2      1 

1      1,700 

1    42 

45 

4    39 

500 

12    59 

30 

2    15 

<      1,800 

1    47 

20 

4    35 

600 

1      2 

9 

2    39 

1,900 

1    52 

9 

4    49 

700 

1      4 

55 

2    46 

2,000 

1    57 

3 

4    54 

800 

1      7 

55 

3      0 

2,100 

2      2 

22 

5    19 

900 

1     11 

3 

3      8 

2,200 

2      7 

23 

5      1 

1,000 

1    14 

30 

3    27 

2,300 

2    12 

34 

5     11 

1,100 

1     18 

10 

3    40 

1      2,350 

2    15 

12 

2    38 

1,200 

1    22 

0 

3    50 

1 

' 

Parted ;  time  running,  \h.  23in.  555.;  no  bottom. 

June  22. — Sa\y^  a  few  small  flying-fish  and  but  little  sea-weed.  Bot- 
tled a  bunch  of  this  weed,  which  floated  low  in  the  water,  and  on  which 
the  larser  berries  were  old,  and  the  main  steins  were  withered  and 
much  mcrusted  with  coralline  substances,  with  small  stems,  leaves, 
and  berries  growing  Irom  them,  looking  fresh,  and  indicating  a  second 
grdwth.  At  3  p.  m.,  with  furled  sails,  got  good  temperature  observa- 
tions from  the  brig.  No  bottom  at  1,000  fathoms ;  cast  from  the  boat ; 
used  triple  size  fishing-line,  which  parted  unaccountably  before  current 
observations  could  be  made. 

June  23. — Saw  but  little  sea-weed.  Took  temperature  sounding 
from  the  brig ;  sounded  from  boat ;  no  bottom  at  1,000  fathoms,  and 
tried  currents.  The  line  (triple  size)  parted  in  reeling  up.  It  was  a 
new  line,  but  the  reel  off*  which  it  came  had,  it  appears,  been  injured 
by  a  leak  in  the  deck. 

June  24. — Sounded  and  tried  current  from  boat.  No  bottom  at  1,000 
fathoms.  The  current  at  10  fathoms  seems  rather  less  than  the  surface 
current,  and  considerably  less  than  that  at  80  fathoms  depth.  Saw 
but  little  sea-weed. 

June  25. — At  5h.  10m.  a.  m.  furled  sails  and  look  temperatures  from 
the  brig ;  sounded  from  a  boat ;  no  bottom  at  (JOO  fathoms ;  sea  rough ; 
noticed  some  old  and  some  fresh  looking  sea-weed,  and  some  lju*ge  and 
some  small  flying-fish.  At  6  p.  m.  again  furled  sail  and  took  temper- 
ature soundings.  No  bottom  at  345  fathoms.  The  lines  came  in 
much  inclined.  Saw  two  sail.  At  night  had  heavy  rain  and  much 
lightning. 

June  2G. — ^Noticed  some  stale  sea-weod  in  lines  parallel  with  the 
wind.  Saw  one  sail,  several  large  sea  birds,  and  a  whale,  spouting 
low.  Furled  sail  and  took  temperature  soundings,  a.  in.  and  p.  m., 
no  bottom  at  eitlicr  cast,  with  345  fathoms  line-     A  subsequent  exami- 
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oatkm  of  our  sur&ce  temperatures  along  this  part  of  the  sea  (eastward 

of  the  Gulf  Stream)  indicates  soundings. 

Jwu  27. — At  4h.  a.  m.  furled  sail  and  took  temperatures  from  briff ; 
bounded  from  a  boat ;  sea  rough ;  no  bottom  at  700  fathoms.  Caught 
a  shark.  Saw  many  sea  birds,  but  little  sea-weed,  and  a  few  large 
flying-fish. 

June  28. — ^At  midnight  took  temperatures  with  sails  furled.  At  8  a. 
3i«  saw  a  shole  of  porpoises  and  noticed  a  change  in  the  color  of  the 
;ea.  At  noon,  sea  a  light  blue  color.  At  4  p.  m.,  sea-water  of  an 
jlive  green  color.  At  4h.  40m.  p.  m.  furled  sail  and  took  temperatures 
3nom  brig,  and  got  bottom,  on  llie  outer  edge  of  soundings,  at  1,460 
athoms,  sounding  from  a  boat  with  one  32-pound  shot  and  waxed  fish- 
X%%  line,  and  tried  currents  with  the  bout  so  anchored. 

June  28,  1852. 
haiiude  36o  4'  21"  xV,  ©  m. ;  longitude  73o  59'  0"  W.,  Q  y.  m. 

Boat  aoundiicg. — Mr.  Mato. 


Fitboms. 


Time  P.  M. 


Intervals. 


h. 

m.    s. 

SUrted... 

A 

53    35 

lOO 

4 

54    20 

200 

4 

55    36 

300 

0 

0      0 

«» 

4 

58    48 

500 

5 

0    40 

60O 

5 

2    47 

700 

5 

5      2 

m.    J. 

0  45 

1  16 


0 
3 
1 
2 
2 


0 
12 
52 

7 
15 


Fathoms. 


Time  P.  M. 


Intervals. 


800 
900 
1,000 
1,100 
1,200 
1,300 
1,400 
1,490 


H*  IN.  8* 

5  7  25 

5  9  58 

5  12  38 

5  15  26 

5  18  17 

5  21  19 

5  24  25 

5  28  15 


2 
2 
2 


t. 

23 
33 

40 


2  48 

3  51 


3 
3 
3 


2 

6 

50 


Time  tunning,  34m.  40s. ;  bottom  at  1,460;  in  33m.  23s. 

^0  sea-weed  seen  to-day.     Mtiny  sail  in  sight.     At  6h.  p.  m.  picked 
op  and  bottled  a  specimen  of  weed,  such  as  is  found  in  bays  and 
•ounds,  very  much  encrusted  with  barnacles.     The  currents  given  in 
J»e  columns  are  each  the  mean  of  three  agreeing  trials. 
Jwit  29. — ^In  discolored  water. 

June  30. — ^Foggy  weather.     At  6  p.  m.  bent  cable.-?.     At  7h.  p.  m. 
in  23  fathoms  water. 

July  1. — At  daylight  the  highlands  of  Navesink  in*  sight.     At  8  a.  m. 

in  tow  of  steam-tug,  furled  sail,  &c.     At  noon  anchored  off  the  navy- 

jard.  New  York.     Sent  the  powder  to  the  magazine.     The;  crew,  after 

an  arduous  and  confining  cruise  of  eight  months,  [chiring  which  the 

Dolphin  had  been  but  40  days  in  port  to  obtain  suppliers  and  rate  chro- 

oometers,  having  touched  at  but  three  open,  and  these  very  sickly, 

ports,  viz :  Porto  Praya,  where  there  was  much  mortality  from  African 

fever,  and  Pemambuco  and  Para,  where  the  yellow  fever  prevailed, 

and  where  it  was  impracticable  to  allow  the  men  liberty,]  were  soon 

discharged.     The  five  passed  midshipmen,  after  a  severe  surveying 

cruise,  in  which  each  oi  them  had  pertbrmed  duties  similar  to  those  of 

a  lieatenant  and  master  combined,  received  three  months'  leave  of  ab- 
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sence ;  but  so  great  was  the  necessity  for  their  services  that  thre 
them  were  ordered  to  sea  in  one  month,  another  in  two  months, 
the  other  in  about  three  months'  time  from  the  date  of  the  leave  of 
.senccy  whilst  the  last-named  had  already  been  for  two  months  on  c 
duty,  since  our  return ;  conserjuently,  the  services  of  none  of  these 
cers,  who  were  familiar  with  its  operations,  were  available  in  brin 
up  the  results  of  the  cruise,  A  serious  injury  to  an  eye  of  tUe  c 
manding  oflBcer,  received  in  the  latter  part  of  the  cruise,  occasic 
Btill  more  delay  in  presenting  this  report. 
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amel  PUUipi  Lee^  United  Suues  navy^  commander — Continued. 
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Samitel  PkiUipt  Z^ee,  Unked  States  navyy  commander — Continued. 
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PiSipt  Lee,   United   States  navy^  commander^  bound  from  New  York  to 
Verde  islands. 
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Date. 


1S51. 

Nov.   2S,  noon . . 

1  p.  lu . 

8  p.  m. 

29,4  a.  m. 

noon . . 


0.60  p.  m. 

8  p.  ra . . . . 
SO,  4  a.  m. . . . 

C.50  a.  m. 

noon 


:)  p.  m . . , 

8  p.  m . . , 

Dec.     1,4  a.m.., 


noon 

t)  p.  m. . . . 

S  p.  m. . . . 
'2,  4  a.  lu 


noon. 


S  p.  m. . . . 
8, 4 a.  m. . .. 


noon 

2  p.  m 

B  p.  m . 

4, 4  a.  m ... . 


noon. 


4  p.  m . 

8  p.  ni . . . . 

5, 4  a.  m ... . 

8  a.  ni . . . . 


noon 

1.85  p.  m. 

4p.  m 

8  p.  m. . . 
6, 4  a.  m ... . 
8  a.  m. . . . 

9.60  a.  m. 

noon 


8  p.  m . . . . 

7, 4  a.  m ... . 

8  a.  m . . . . 

10.80  a.  m 


Iiatitude. 


Xoi-th, 

25  5  24  0  . . 
25  4  0  "  m 
24  56  r>4  (t  . . 
24  46  12  0  m 
24  27  16  '*  . . 


24  28  40  ''  ni 

28  57    0  "  in 

28  48  12  "  m 

28  42  12  "  ra 

28  41  12  "  . . 


28  41  12  "  in 
28  41  12  "  m 
28  20    5  *  a. 


ID 


28    9  480  .. 

28  15    8  "  m 

28  17  17  "  m 
28  22    0  "  m 

23  19  59  "  . . 


28  40  8JJ  "  ni 
24    8  37  "  ni 


24    S  55  "  . . 

24    8    0  "  m 

28  46    0  "  m 
28  28    9  "  m 


22  59  89  " 


22  47  0  . . . . 
22  85  460  .. 
21  69  0  "  in 
21  45    0  . . . . 


21  80  20  O  . . 
21  87  20  "  m 


21  18  0  . . . . 
20  58  820  m 
20  28  6  *«  ni 
20  12    0  . . . . 


20    2  &40  m 
90    1  4S  "  .. 


19  81  40  0  m 
18  67  20  ^  a. 

18  45    0  .     . 


18  89  26  0  m 


m. 


Ix>Dgitude. 


West. 

u.  m. 
86  17  58  0   

p.  m. 
86  12  53  "  p. m. 


85  42  58  "  p.  m. 


a.  m. 


34  43  28 

a.  m. 
88  69  10  ©   

p.  m. 

a.  m. 
32  54  40  0   

p.  m. 
83  19  40  "  p. m. 
82  40  47  "  u. m. 


32  39    0  ''  a.  m. 

a.  in. 
82  89    5  0   

p.  m. 
82  39  5  "  p.  m. 
32  39  5  "  p.  ui. 
32  25  19  >^  a.  m. 

a.  m. 
82  24    2  0   

p.  m. 
82  24  32  "  p.  m. 


32  88  82  '•  p.  m. 
82  24  80  *'  a.  m. 

a.  m. 
82  14  58  0   

p.  m. 
82  4  52  "  p.  m. 
32  24  29  "  a.  m. 

a.  m. 
82  12  48  0  


p.  m. 
82    7  12  •'  p.  ni. 


81  53  0  "  p.  m. 
81  28    8  •'  a.  m. 

a.  ni. 
30  48  27  0  

p.  m. 

80  82    0  

80  16  27  0  p.  m. 
29  88  42  "  a.  in. 
29  25    0  

a.  m. 
29  11  42  0  

p.  m. 
29    9  12  "  p.  m. 


28  64    0 

28  87  42  0  p.  m. 
28  2  12  "  a.  m. 
27  47    0  


27  as  80  0  a.  m. 

a.  m. 
27  84  18  0  

p.  m. 


26  45    6  ''  p. 
26    4  22 


25  88    0  

25  24  16  0  a.  ra. 


Surface  current. 


From  vessel. 


Direction. 


S.  25*  E. 


o 
u 

s 

o 
e 


0.4 


None 


8.  ftS'J  E.. 


8.  27'=»  E. 


S.88''W. 


8.  60"W, 


S.24''W.. 


0.2 


0.4 


0.4 


1.1 


0.8 


8.  SO''  E. 


0.4 


8.46«W.. 


0.8 


From  boat. 


a 
o 


Direction,     u 

a 

o 


ENE 


0.5 


•  •  •  •  • 


Under  carr«nt«. 


5 

I 


Direction,    t 
S 

0 


i 


>••••••* 


S.  Doc.  59.  127 

Samd  mnipi  Lee,  United  Stattt  nary,  ammander — Continued. 


s 

I«,.yr. 

t«T..«tt 

: 

i 

1 

ni»<i>. 

J 

!S3: 

J 

ITndn 

Tuu- 

i 

■ 

I 

i 

tHRTIisn  |>rr 

f 

CUh, 

J 

1 

Wcalher. 

M. 

■  n 

flu 
B.n 

is 

IS 

H.n 

IN 

MM 

UM 
N.M 

ku 

S:l! 

«.» 
MJ* 

ail 
«.» 

n 
n 

B 
M 

n 
S 

n 

s 

n 

II 

Tl 

7J 
71 

Tl 

T* 

« 

u 
■n 

n 

TO 

n 

IB 
7* 

T3 

la 

is 

400 

!■• 

"wo 

WNW 

li™.,WKW 

«W-b,W 

Mt'-J'E 

KEhjB.SK.hJ'S. 

c.„.... 

. 

SaHLwrnri 

„. 

Cu 

Oo,S 

Nd. 

■ 

Kd.  AWd, 

Nd.»wa, 

•Cd.*Wd. 

n 

^ 

is 

KM 

! 

«» 

CbB 

CH,ma.. 

' 

M.iK. 

D-hr 

1-1 

is 

n 

! 

^ 

" 

On,  lis... 

B 

«.  AKd. 

. 

NO 

n 

ST.'::;::: 

Cii.» 

BM,  it  'lid. 

Bd.lU..Tafli>t>K 

■-" 

is 

MO 

!■■ 

flau 

HtloE.bJ'S.... 

Cu 

•^ 

SM  *Kd.. 

H 

K-.K.hj'P 

r*^' 

j^ 

" 

TS 

is 

i 

i;;; 

1^ 

■..KNE- 

□a 

[^H.N,.. 

du 

j^ 

7i 

j^ 

HAi. 

».• 

S 

!! 

ESB..1!I.,X 

S-i-^: 

■  N>l   tKd, 

a.« 

10 -M 

7! 

TJ 

M 

n 

TO 

tb    N 

Do 

esd.tta. 

l_ 

ii! 

!■ 

4I» 

K-bys 

toflp 

Bj 

Tl 
Tl 

Ts| 

Si 

DoB 

tna.ksa. 

■  M 

•.HI 

n 
n 

71 

Ta 

7S 

T5 
TS 

IS 

wa 

!■• 

«M 

T. 

Dii».\.. 
Cu.cofl. 

BKd.lKd. 

sa.'g 

£5.»-:  ■?■"::: 

be 

«i« 

1 

S" 

t, 

in 

Em. 

1 

1 



128 


S.  Doc.  59. 


Abstract  log  of'  (he  United  States  suneying  bng  Doljhin^  lAeut 


Date. 


I>atitudc. 


1851. 

Dec.     7,  noon 

4  p.  m . . . 

$  p.  m. . . 
8, 4  a.  ID . . . 


noon 

4.20  p.m. 

B  p.  in. .. . 

9,  4  a.  m 

S  a.  m. . . . 


noon, 


8  p.  m. . . 
10,4a.  m... 

9.20  a.  m 

noon . . . 

4  p.  m . . 

11,4  a.  m.. 

9  a.  m.. 
noon . . . 


4  p.  m. 

8p.m. 

12,4  a.m. 


noon. 


4  p.m.. 

8  p.  m. . 

18,4  a.  m.. 


noon. 


0.42  p.  m. 

S  p.  m . . . . 
14,4  a.  m 

8.40  a.m. 

noon 


8  p.  m . . . . 

15,4  a.  m. . . . 

7.80  a.  m. 


noon, 


0.20  p.  m. 

8  p.  m . . . . 

16,4  a.  m. . . . 

6  a.  m . . . . 


Xortft. 

IS  89    2  0 

IS  19  14  "  m  . . . 

15  19  55  "  m.... 
17  44  58  *  a.m.. 

17  68  2S  0 

17  88  28  '♦  m.... 

17  86  28  "  m.... 

17  86  51  )f:  a.  m.. 

18  0    0  

18  22  80  0 

18  47  16  "  m.... 
18  10  40  ^  a.  m.. 

18  11  28  0  ni.... 

18  11    5  "  

17  56    0  

17  42  7  *  p.m.. 
17  49  16  '*  a.  m.. 

17  84  81  ©  m.... 

17  27  19  "  

17  10    0  

16  52  5  *  p.  m. . 
16  24    9  "  a.  m.. 

15  57  58  G 

16  17    0  

16  87  2  0  m.... 
16  82  88  ;^  a.  m.. 

16  29  31  © 

16  29  31  "  ra.... 

16  22  41  *  p.  m. . 
16  is  12  "  u.  m.. 

16  84  10  0  m..,. 

16  88  18  " 

16  58  22  *  p.m.. 
16  44  89  *'  a.m.. 
16  50    0©m.... 

16  69  87  "  

16  59    0  "  m... 

16  86  46  *  p.m.. 
15  86  45  " 

15  24    8  0  m.... 


Longitude. 


Wrft. 

u.  m. 
25  26    4  0   

p.  m. 
25    5  10  "  p.  m. 


Surface  currentii. 


From  vessel. 


Direction. 


8.  65"=  W., 


25    4  16  "  p.m.. 
24  17  58  ♦  a.m.. 

a.  m. 
24  14  88  0  

p.  m. 
28  48    0  "  p.  m.. 


S.  14^W.. 


28  88  88  "  p.  m,. 
28  85  50  ♦  a.m.. 
28  54    0 

a.  m. 
24  11  17  0   

p.  m. 
24  28  60  '*  p.m.. 
28  55  46  *  *  a.m. 


28  4S  28  0  a.  m. 

a.  m. 
28  44  59  0   

p.  m. 
28  27    0  


28  10  12©  p.m.. 
28  11  25*  *a.m 


S.58°W. 


West 


22  50  27©  a.m. 

a.  m. 
22  48  18  0  

p.  m. 

22  28    0  

22    8    2  0  p.m. 
21  28  21  "  a.  m., 

a.  m. 
20  50  82  0  

I>.  m. 

20  58    0  

20  56    8  0  p.m.. 
20  49    9  *  a.m.. 

a.  m. 
20  56  81  0   

p.  m. 

a.  m. 
20  58    1  ©   

p.  m. 
20  58  48  ♦  p.m.. 
20  84  50  ♦  a.  m. . 


South. 


20  47  86©  a.  m., 
a.  m. 

20  58  48  ©   

p.  m. 

21  28  88  "  p.m.. 
21  16  11  *  a.m.. 
21  IS    0©  a.m.. 

a.  m. 

21  86    2  ©  

p.  m. 
a.  m. 

21  8S    2  0   

p.  m. 

22  2  5S  *  p.m.. 
21  50  4S  ©  a.  m.. 


21  46  48  **  a.  m. 


8.  75«'W. 


S.  18'»E... 


u 
a 
o 

JS 

s 

o 


0.4 


0.4 


0.7 


0.8 


0.8 


0.4 


8.  86^W.. 


8.  30^W. 


0.4 


From  boat. 


Direction. 


0.4 


0.4 


ESE. 


o 


Under  current*. 


Direction. 


5 


m 

I 

I 

9 

e 

a 


0.7 


60ESE \^-^ 


.••• 
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Abstract  log  of  the  United  States  surveying  brig  DolphiMf 


Utitude. 

1 

Surface  cnrr^t. 

Longitude. 

From  Yessel. 

From  boat 

Under  ci 

...  s                 Date. 

• 

Direction. 

• 

1 

s 

o 

Direction. 

Knots  per  hour. 

1 

1 

I 
1 

Direc 

ViC^16,    03n.  ... 

Xorth. 

«     1      1. 

15    6  440 

15    9  20  "  m.... 

15  11  19  "  m... 
15    4  84  "  m.... 

15    8    0  "  m.... 

15    2  57  "  

15    2  57  "  m.... 

a.  m. 

22    0    0  O   

p.  m. 

22  23  48  "  p.  m. . 

8.80°W.. 

0.4 

1 
HM^kta,,              4.80  p.m. 

8  p.  m 

17,4  a.  m 

7.85  a.  m. 

WSW 

0.8 

22  87    5  "  p.  m. . 



. 

22  22  51  "  a.  m.. 

1 

■ 

22  56  57  "  a.  m.. 

noon 

28    9  51  "  a.m.. 

1 

1 

1 

0.80  p.m. 
8  p.  m .... 

28  12  51  "  a.  m 

i 

i 

i 

1 

( 

1 
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S.  Doc.  59. 


Abstract  log  of  the  United  States  surveying  brig  Dolphin^  Lieut 


Date. 


1S51. 

Nov.    2S,  noon 

1  p.  Ill . . . 
8  p.  m. .. 

29, 4  a.  m 

noon 


Dec. 


0.50  p.m. 

8  p.  in 

SO,  4  a.  m 

C.SOa.  m. 

noon 


8  p.  m . 

8  p.  m. 

1,4  a.  m. 


noon 

3  p.  m. . . 

S  p.  m . . , 
2,  4  a.  m. . 


noon. 


8  p.  m . . . 
8, 4  a.  m... 


noon 

2  p.  m . . . . 

8  p.  m . . . . 
4,  4  a.  m 


noon. 


4  p.  m . 

8  p.  m . 

5,  4  a.  m. 

8  a.  m. 


noon 

1.86  p.  m. 

4  p.  m . . . . 
8  p.  m. . . 
6,  4  a.  m ... , 
8  a.  m . . . , 

9.60  a.  m 

noon 


8  p.  m . . . 

7, 4  a.  m . . . 

8  a.ni... 

10.80  a.  m 


Latitude. 


y>nth. 

25    5  24  i: 

25    4    (►  "  ni . . . . 

24  56  M  (t 

24  46  12  0  ui ... . 
24  27  16  " 

24  28  40  "  ni . . . . 

28  57  0  '•  111 ... . 
28  48  12  "  in.... 

28  42  12  "  in.... 

28  41  12  "  

28  41  12  "  in.... 
28  41  12  "  m . . . . 
28  20    5  *  a.  in. 

28    9  480 

28  15    8  "  m.... 

28  17  17  "  m.... 
28  22    0  "  ni... 

28  19  69  " 

28  40  8JJ  "  ni.... 
24    8  87  "  m.... 

24    8  55  "  

24    8    0  "  m.... 

28  46  0  "  m... 
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Date. 
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Dec.     7,  noon 

4  p.  m... 
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4.20  p.  ra 
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8  p.  m . . . 
10,4  a.  m. .. 

9.20  a.  m 

noon 
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Date. 
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•  V 
1Mb.    16,     ODD. 
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Phllipi  Lee,  UnUed  States  nacij,  commandtr,  at  anckm;  harbor  of  Porto 
Cape  Verde  Islands. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  United  States  surveying  brig  Dolphin,  Lieut.  Samnc/ 

Islands  to    Per 
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fiiff^  Lee,  UitUed  Statet  nary,  commander,  bound  from  the  Ca/K  Vcrdr 
umhim,  Brazil. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  United  States  surveying  brig  Dolphin^  Lieut 
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JBwrf  Pl^ipt  Lee,  V»iud  Statti  naoy,  commander — Continued. 


„,.„ 

!..,....,„ 

J 

1 

s 

1 

WeUlKf 

,.„ 

of  T»pgr, 

Uul- 

bud. 

1 

UDder 

b™idl.j. 

R 

s 

i 

KrMliaoper 

1 

<.-. 

t 

1 

! 

fl.tl 

n 

«t 

80 
M 

is 

ton 
too 

»7M 

8B.  hr  E  . 

rat.  hj  E.  u. 



^ 

,..,. 

1 

9..™.;sl.M 

TT 

bciiql 

I,... ...« 

■< 

,1, , ,., 

9 ■-HI,  Jl.M 

n 

M 

n:i.ra.,HBR 

gRbj-H.... 
Bnt.,SEby8 

m.b,B.... 

' 

CoB.cl.,, 



E)«9 

1 

s 

U.   *  Ed. 

9d.  jtRd. 
ad.  t  Kd. 

1^ 

S.H 

{s 

HO 

1 

^ 

4|l.ni.;:tl.N 

« 

» 

SI 

W 
Tl 

"m 

78 

n 

T» 

IS 

n 

18 
TS 

MNI 

lb 

nie 

8K{. 

M£.V»..HK. 

J 

4 

•■.m 

11. « 

■  U 

Si'-":;; 

CiiB.elH. 

af-'-; 

i 

i 

§ 

8 
I 

id'.'  it  'lid! 

M.  lEd. 
U.  A  Ed. 

M'.'i'w: 

sd.  tEd. 

M.'**Bd: 

N.  tSd. 

' 

MM 

mS 

bt 

4  p.  in 
Sm.n 

"-" 

W 

M 

BM 

„. 

■ 

St  by'?;;;; 

bt 

•"|.»:" 

M 

{" 

«M 

}" 

MW 

a« 

7! 

M 

8tbrs.,8i: 

»if.MbJB. 

•  lis 

■■" 

N 

}I! 

m 
wo 

I*. 

^ 

be 

4  p.  ID 

KM 

." 

*'n 

8K.1WS..... 
BKbjB.... 

(in 

B.U 

8 

M.  4  Ed. 

«.. 

».r 

n 

tt.» 

n 

78 

■'ti 

.... 

■" 



lM.,E.bi:a. 

sK-brS... 

bS/beWk, 

ML  by  p..... 

o!:r"" 

8 

M.  t  Kd. 

*" 

« 

{S 

«w 

}" 

SIM 

)■.» 

».n 

CoS,cl... 

1 
7 

M.   t  Ed. 

ii'c.'.'.'.'. 

.pi- 



M.m 

.." 

•»■■ 

^ 

n 

" 

n 

HtbrE.... 

r 

>,..l». 

iB, 

.... 

.... 

M.          .... 

jfi*.-!;] 

ben.. 

1 

■ 

:#■ 


140 


S.  Doc.  59. 
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Abstract  log  of'  the  United  States  surveying  brig  Dolphiny  Lieut 


Date. 


1852. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  United  Stales  sitrveying  brig  Dolphin^  Lieut 


Date. 


1853. 
April. 

4, 8  p.  m 

6,  4  a.  m  — 

7X».  ">•• 

nooo 

8  p.  m 

8  p.  m  — 

6,  4  a.  m . .  . 

noon 

8  p.  m 

7,  4  a.  m 

6a  m 

noon 

A}{  p.  m.. 

8p.  m  — 

8, 4  a.  m ... . 

9.29  a.m. 

noon 

8  p.m.... 

8  p.  m 

9,  4  a.  m 

7  a.  m 

noon 

8  p.m.... 

8p.  m 

10, 4  a.  m 

7)i  a.  m.. 

noon 

8  p.  m . . . 

11,4  a.  m 

noon 

4X  P-  ni.. 
8  p.m.... 

19,4  a.  m 

6.10  a.  m. 

noon 

8.16  p.  m. 

8  p.m.... 


Latitude. 


Surface  carrt:nt 


From  yesHel. 


Ijongttude. 


I   § 


Direction  '   ^ 


u 


Under  corrents. 


From  boat. 


Direction. 


s 


.9/tt'A. 


IVtst. 


2    7  16  *  p.  m.  96  49    6  *  p.  m. 
1  43  17  "  a.  m.  87    7  54  ♦   n.  m. 


|i 

«n    •   Ji 

o       o. 

a       V 


9 
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Direction. !   t 


1  28    0 '87  19    0 


a.  m. 


0.4' 


116    6  0 :37  80  10  0   N.87«W 

I                     p.  m.  I        I 

1    6  473+pm.|87  84    20*pm ....East. 


1  8  8  *  p.m. 37  34  49*  p.m. 

0  35  89  D.  R. .  .'87  36  42  D.  R. 

I 
0  16  65  0 t37  61  56  ©  p.  m.  N.  87^  E. 

0  6  11"m..J8S  0  49  "p.m.' 

North. 

0  6  18  *  a.  m.  88  86  0  *  a.  m. 


0.5 


0  10  28  "  a.  m. 


88  44  0  *  a.m.: 

a.  m.l 
0  18  89  O  . .  .  .'88  69  26  0  8. 87"  E. 

I         p.  m.' 

0  85  0 39  22  0 

0  43  46  *  p.  m.'39  42  12  0  p.  m 

0  42  5S  "  a.  m.40  11  20  ♦  a.  m.l 
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0.7 
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1  80  BSE 
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1  9  50  *  H.  m.'4l  21  38  "  a.  m. 
1    6    0 141  16    0 


1.8 


88W. 


a.  m. 


058  140 '41    8880   S.  15*>  W.."  1.2 

I                     p.  m.' 
0  63  20  "  m...!41    2  48  "  p.  m 


1.0 


0.8 


1    6    6  ^  a.  m.  41    6  57  *  a.  m 

I                    a.  m. 
069690 41    8  510   S.15«W.. 

I  p.  m. 

069    0 41  29    0 1 

1     1  20  *  p.m.  41  48  18  ♦  p.  m 


1.2 


1    6  16((  a.  m.42  50  89  «  a.m. 


1    7    6  ^  a.  m.|42  53  15  *  a.  m 

1    6100 '43  21  86  0   ^— ^SSE 

I  n    m  ' 

I    6  67  "  m...43  43  40  "  p!m!L., 


••••*•••• 


. . . .  W8W 
0.5' 


1    7  46  •  p.  m.  44    7  84  •  p.  m. 


o 

B 


^  :  llOE.  byN...    0.7 
"•*'|80E.byN...!  1.2 


-  JlOSSW 


ft  J  5  low.  by  a... 
"•*  JSON.by  W.. 


0.8 
1.4 


1.7 
1.7 


0.6 

1.1 


VaHa- 
tion. 


Wit. 


8  12  G 


8  88  O 


7  88  G 


8    0  0 


6  28  G 


6    7  G 


6    8  G 


6  18  G 


6  20  G 


4  85  O 


4  80  O 


a  Doc.  59. 

SemKlFiiBift  Lef,  Viuttd  Stata  navy,  commatider — Continued. 


Iff? 


».. 

TMp..  witer.' 

1 
i 

1 

Woiilwr 

Forei! 

o<"Piir, 

l£i 

SS.  f 

^..d.. 

""""■ 

hn- 

.   5 

1: 

a 

.i 

conpui. 

1 

Qui. 

{ 

1 
! 

1 

i 

! 

i: 

1 

« 

SUB.  loXE. 

s 

Co 

" 

r*" 

J 

■  m.iD. 

"■" 

_ 

»» 

80 
W 

m 

80- 

§ 

■J 

«B 

8 

8N...E. 

a.U 

!i 

ii'- 

!»0 

4p.iii. 

il.N 

IX  cu  f.S 

SU.N... 
Ji8,N... 

CoB 



Cu 

"::! 

□b 

ai. .'.'.'-'.'. 
"■ 

•ibU 

KE. 

T 

Nd.  *Ed 

;:;■: 

nX 

me!"e.;. 

KNB,NB... 

NibrN..- 

NRbrN... 

KS. 

NKbrK,SB. 

«,;■.:::;:: 

NK.  ta  EKE. 

UK. 

NEbjE,KB. 
NK. 

i 

S.i;:j3 

(■.in. 
4p.id. 

n.M 
11. n 

M 

^X' 

.11 

Nd.  «  til 

{s 

ii 

ino 

1 
■■|    

"- 

U.M 

Gl 

«-.y- 

.... 

4p.n.- 

si.os 

" 

:i!- 

"","" 

KM 

ICB.,,.. 

S*.ID. 

tl.W 

si  in 

7« 

life 

... 

:" 

«!' 

1 

1 
T''*" 

»I 

IS 

£1 

Mai 

::::; 

:;"■ 

<p.>>. 

«.I0 

01 

> 

O.^K... 

1, 

J, 

«.Si'l 

an 

60 

n 

\ 

NRbrE... 
NK.hr  E,  KB 

.o.«. 

■■l 

..„.. 

Ok.ID. 

w.n 

w 

1 

t'''-±:z 

.:j 

■■     1 

.1 

.... 

.... 

H.no 

»t 

1         1  .•."': 

i 

M 

m 
n 

SI 

NK.bjK.... 
NE.h,  E.... 
KE-brE... 
NK.  bj  E-, . 
NE.  It  e..  . 
NIt>7U.V« 

f,«.. 

4|..n.. 

M.OO 

1 

ben 

{s 

»}■•:= 

...... 

..... 

«.70 

Bt 

* 

Hd.ABd 

... 

{s 

s)]4 

4ClMi,nft 

...... 

'■" 

M.OO 

61 

158 


S.  Doc.  59. 


Abstract  log  of  the  United  States  surveying  bng  Dolphin,  Lieut . 


Surface  currents. 


From  yessel. 


From  boat. 


I. 


Under  currents. 


Date. 


Latitude. 


Longitude. 


9 
O 


Direction. 


1852. 
April. 

18^  4  a.  m 

6  a.  m 

noon 

6.12  p.m. 


Smth. 


IVest. 


0  56  11  *  a.  m.44  57  U  •  a.m. 

0  54  86  d  a.  m.  44  52  82  •  a.  m. 

I  a.  m. 

0  49  17  G 45  12  65*o 


N.  15®  W. 


0  2S  45  *  p.  m.'45  80  54  *  p!  ra! 


^    Direction. 

O     1 

a 
U3    i 


NW.  by  N. 


0.6 


8p.m. 
14, 4  a.  m . 


0  21  20  ''  p.  m.  45  84  40  «  p,  m. 
0  10  11  *  a.m. 45  5S  24  •  a.m.' 


8.15  a.  m. .' 


noon. 


4.80  p.m. 


8  p.  m. 
16,  4  a.  m. 
8  a.  m. 
noon.. 
8  p.  m. 


I 
0    0  21  d  a.  m.  46  18  2S  •  a.  m. 

I                    a.  m.i 
0    9580 '46  18870  N.  62<' W, 

I                    Dm' 
0  28    8  0  m...'46  26  19  "  p!m!' 


0  88  10  •  p.  m.  46  36  85  *  p.  m. 
0  88  18  *  a.  m.  46  82  6  *  a.  m. 
088    0 46  88    0 


0  89  28  0 46  58  15  0  a.  m. 


16,4  a.m. 
8  a.  m. 
noon . . 
8  p.  m. 

17,  4  a.  m. 
noon.. 
8  p.  m. 

18,  4  a.  m. 


EH8t. 


1.0 


East. 


s 
o 

u 
9/     ' 

c 

S      ^ 
s       ^ 


Direction. 


9 
O 
JS 


Varia- 
tion. 


( 


0 


•il 


10 

so 


o 
c    • 


Wert. 


NW.  by  N. 
NW.  by  N. 


0.6 


0.6 


1.0 
1.1 


1  26  e 


noon.. 
8  p.  m. 
19,4  a.m. 
noon.. 
8  p.  m. 
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Date. 


LaUtade. 


Longitade. 


1862. 
Ifoy. 
21,  8  p.  m. . . 
22,4  a.m... 

6>^a.m. 

noon 


8  p.  m. 

28,4  a.  m. 

noon.. 


4  p.  m. 
8  p.m. 

04,4*.  m. 


Xorth. 


West. 


4    7    2©m...;4TB6    10 
4  16  18  "  m...4T  48  18  " 

4  2ft    0 47  41    0  .. 

4  89  810 !47  48  16  0 


p.  m. 
a.  m. 


»( 


6  19  29  *'  m...4T  5«  11 
6  61  87  "  m...'48    2    6" 
6  87  48  " 47  68  86  0 


6  48    0 47  47    0  .. 

7  2  26  0  m...  47  46  29  0 


a.  m. 

a.  m, 

a.  m. 
a.  m, 

p.  m. 


9  a.m. 


noon 

4j^p.  m... 
8  p.  m . . . . 
26, 4a.m 


noon 

6p.  m 

f6,4a.m 

6.80  a.  m., 

noon 

8p.  m 


7  84  81  "  m...  47  61  14  " 


p.  m 
a.  m, 


7  67  48  "  m...47  61  24  "  a.m. 

a.  m. 


I 


8  24  "  m...'47  64  18  0 
17    0 47 


8 

8 

8  89  84([p.  m.'4S 

8  89  48  0  m.. .'47 


p.  m. 


8  p.m. 
27,4  a.m. 


noon. 


43^  p.  m... 

8p.  m 

88,4a. m.  ... 


noon., 


1.46  p.m.. 


4  p.m. 

8p.m. 

29,4a.  m. 


8 
9 
10 
10 
10 
11 


67    0 
6  21  9^  p.  m. 
69  47  0  a.  m 
a.  m 


49    70   

p.  m. 
86  64  *  p.  m. 


68  26  " 47 

83  69  "  m...;47 

81  26  *  a.  m.  47  41  16  0  a.  m 

88  18  "  a.  m.  47 


8p.  m 

4.t0p.  m.. 


62  89  0 '47 

©m.  I 
11  42    '47 

^pm.j 

11  46    8([p.m.'47 
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INSTRUCTIONS. 


Navy  Department,  July  7,  1851. 

Sir:  The  object  of  the  service  for  which  the  Dolphin  is  fitting,  is  for 
"  testing  new  routes,  and  perfecting  the  discoveries  made  by  Lieutenant 
Maury  in  the  course  of  his  investigations  of  the  winds  and  currents  of 
the  ocean,"  as  per  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3,  1849. 

This  is  an  important  service,  and  one  that  requires  patient,  attentive, 
and  laborious  observations. 

The  department  has  selected  you  to  command  on  this  occasiony  on 
account  oi  its  high  appreciation  of  your  qualifications  and  fitness  finr 
the  work  to  be  done;  it  is  expected,  therefore,  that  you,  as  well  as  the 
other  officers  of  the  Dolphin,  will  bestow  upon  the  duty  which  has  been 
assigned  you  the  utmost  diligence  and  the  most  assiduous  attention. 

The  subjects  of  observation  which  will  command  your  particular  at- 
tention are : 

1st.  The  force  and  direction  of  the  winds ;  the  hourly  state  of  the 
weather,  and  all  the  meteorological  conditions  connected  therewith,  as 
thermal,  dynamical,  barometrical,  and  the  like. 

2d.  The  force  and  set  of  currents,  their  depth  and  width,  their  tem- 
perature, and  the  position  of  their  edges  or  limits. 

3d.  Hourly  observations  upon  the  temperature  of  the  surface  water. . 

4th.  Frequent  observations  upon  the  temperature  of  the  ocean  at 
various  depths. 

5th.  Deep-s^  soundings. 

6th.  Vigias,  and  all  dangers  about  which  there  are  doubts  either  as 
to  existence  or  position. 

7th.  Transparency  and  saltness,  or  the  specific  gravity  of  sea  water 
in  the  different  parts  of  the  ocean. 

You  will  keep  an  abstract  of  your  log  as  per  form.  It  is  believed 
that  the  form  itself  is  sufficiently  explicit  as  to  what  is  wanted  for  the 
abstract,  a  copy  of  which  you  will  send  through  this  department  to 
Lieutenant  Maury  as  often  as  opportunities  offer,  and  retain  the  original 
to  be  sent  to  his  office  when  you  shall  return  from  the  service  assigned 
you. 

You  will  make  it  a  rule,  the  better  to  ascertain  rate  of  currents  and 
to  fix  their  lim^,  to  determine  by  observation  the  variation  of  the  com* 
pass  and  your  position  in  the  forenoon,  in  the  afternoon,  and  at  nigfat* 
as  well  as  at  noon  whenever  the  weather  will  permit;  and  afler  allow- 
ing tor  leeway,  heave  of  the  sea,  variation  of  the  compass,  and  false 
steerage,  you  will  call  the  difference  between  the  place  of  the  vesselt 
as  established  by  observation,  and  as  established  by  dead  redoningi 
current,  and  so  enter  it  in  the  abstract. 

You  will  also  try  in  calms,  and  as  often  as  convenient,  both  the  sur&ce 
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and  under  currents  in  thfe  usual  way,  by  lowering  boats,  letting  down 
weights,  &c. 

For  longitude  by  chronometer  at  night  the  largest  of  the  fixed  stars 
are  the  best  objects  to  be  observed  when  the  horizon  is  good.  The 
meridian  altitude  of  the  moon  may  be  used  for  latitude  at  night,  or  in 
the  6>ie  or  after  noon,  according  to  its  age. 

Hole  in  its  proper  column,  not  only  the  portion  of  cloudy  sky — 10 
being  entirely  overcast  and  0  clear — but  state  also  the  direction  or  di- 
rections in  which,  and  the  estimated  rate  at  which,  the  clouds  are 
OQOving,  with  the  kinds  of  clouds,  as  niitib.,  cum.,  cirrus.,  stratus,  &c. 

In  taking  temperature  of  surface  water,  a  fresh  bucket  should  be 
drawn  up  each  time,  the  thermometer  plunged  into  it  immediately, 
held  there  for  several  minutes,  and  read  while  the  bulb  is  in  the  voater. 

For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  existence  of  under-currents,  you 
will  sound  at  intervals,  at  the  least,  of  every  fifty  miles  when  you  are 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Gulf  stream,  with  100  or  200  fathoms  of  fine,  ac- 
coiding  to  circumstances,  attaching  to  the  line  two  thermometers,  one 
near  the  lead  and  the  other  midway  down.  In  case  you  have  no  ther- 
nxxneters  suitable,  or  should  lose  them,  then  you  will  attach  two  hol- 
1  low  non-conducting  cylinders  with  valves  opening  upwards  in  the  place 
!  of  the  thermometers,  haul  the  line  up  briskly,  and  try  quickly  the  tem- 
perature of  the  water  brought  up  in  the  cylinders. 

In  case  you  should  find  an  under-current,  you  will  endeavor  to  as- 
certain its  limits  and  set- with  all  the  accuracy  possible.  For  rate  and 
direction,  a  block  of  wood,  or  a  brejiker  loaded  just  to  sinking,  and  sus- 
pended at  ony  required  depth  by  a  small  float  just  sufficient  to  keep  it 
&om  sinking  further,  will  perhaps  be  the  l)est  means. 

The  determination  of  the  rate  and  set  of  under-currents  is  an  opera- 
liflo  which  is  so  modified  by  the  weather  and  other  circumstances,  that 
it  must  of  necessity  be  left,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  judfi:ment  and 
naental  resources  of  the  operators.  You  and  your  officers  wilF,  perhaps, 
have  abundant  opportunity  to  disphiy  your  ingenuity  in  regard  to  the 
subject.  The  lead  used  in  sounding  for  temperatures  should  be  painted 
^te,  and  the  distance  at  which  it  disappears  going  down,  and  re-ap- 
pears coming  up,  should  be  entered  in  fathoms  in  the  transparency 
cdnmn. 

The  Dolphin  will  be  provided  with  the  means  of  sounding  at  great 
depths.  It  is  desirable  to  reach  the  bottom  at  every  attempt,  for  the 
depth  of  the  ocean  is  an  important  element  towards  a  perfect  under- 
^Lutding  of  the  tides,  their  laws  of  motion,  the. course  and  form  of  the 
tidal  wave,  and  the  like. 

For  further  information  upon  this  subject  you  arc  referred  to  the 
superintendent  of  the  National  Observatory ;  he  will  present  you  with 
a  chart  showing  the  deep-sea  soundings  of  the  Albany,  John  Adams, 
and  Taney,  and  communicate  to  you  all  the  information  touching  the^ 
oatter  that  will  be  serviceable. 

He  will  also  point  out  to  you  a  remarkable  region  of  cold  water 

Jying  in  the  usual  track  of  vessels  trading  between  New  York  and  Eng- 

lawL     It  is  very  desirable  to  know  the  depth  of  the  water  in  this  cold 

nesion,  its  dearee  of  saltness,  the  character  of  the  bottom,  and  the  like* 

It  18  sapposed  to  be  quite  shoal. 
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The  ibilowing  is  a  list  of  the  principal  among  the  doubtful  dangei 
which  disfigure  the  best  charts  of  the  Atlantic  ocean.  You  will  reiaw 
all  doubt  from  aa  many  as  come  in  your  way : 


CuUi'i  ■hoa],  JuiieUO,  lt<41.... 

R&miffeau'a  ligia  (doubtful) 

8boar(1798) 

VigiB  (1750) 

Jtcquet  1. ;  wsD  in  1783 

Uon  bank 

Rock,  1803,  1831 

SIimI,  1798,  IdOS 

Rock,  31  feet 

HervB^auIt's  bronkcrai  yean  w 

Virgin  roptfl 

Darailh'i  rock  (very  doubtful).. 
Wmtaon'i  rock,  even  with  the  wi 

Clavcland  buk  (doubtf\il) 

The  Eight  itonea 


1,1733,1816,1837 


40  45  0 

42  45  0 

43  34  0 
43  57  0 
46  56  0 
56  43  0 

41  34  0 

40  31  0 
46  30  0 

41  3  0 
46  37  0 


Do.. 


SalvtfM  islai 
Pi  ton  rocki. . 
Shoal  .. 


Cesir  9  breakers 

Proooh  Bbool,  .Tfle  -.  tnren  wilh  wdtei 

Warlev'a  shoal,  1813;  7  fothonu 

Jean  Hamon's  bank  (doubtftil) 

Knmer'a  bank ;  poaliion  very  uncertaEn 

Aitkin'*  rock:  auppo»d  pontion, «ought for,'but  not  found, 

t^  Captain  Vidaf,  1831 .'. 

Vigil  (very  doubtful) 

Vigia  (doubtful) 

Mayda  (very  doubtful) 

The  Fits  Heads  (very  doubtfiilj 

Tmee  ChimnBya 

BareDcLhy'a  rock  (uncertain 

Dilirarock  (high) 

Psnniu'  shoal ;  plainly  aeen  in  181.3 

Amplimont  rocks;  latitude  ubaerved 

GrMVe'l  reef,  1811 ;  about  two  feet  above  nalei 

ISf^ia  rocks      

Itaiiutt  rocks 

Me  Vurd  ur  Green  rock 

Rocks  seen  by  Captains  Gougli  and  Birch 

Whale  rork  (piwilion  Tincertnin) 

St.  Mary'B  baiJi,   1819      

Kalumfr  bank,  1816 

Clunlercau 's  Tieia  (lerv  doubtful) 

Prinoesa  l^imbctti  stioal,  1038 

Bank,  « tttthomi    Captain  Walker,  1830 

Fenedo  d*  San  Pedro 

Coral  reef. 

Loi^cbampa  (very  uncertain) 

Teieiroa,  1810 

Maelstrom  of  the  Dutch  (doubtful) 

Breton's  rock 

Mourud's  bank,  1773 

Coi»l  reef.  10  ftet 

■  Galtaon'- rock,  1730  (doubtful) 

Qftlloeionicre'a,  or  Fonseca  I. ;  seen  in  1829 

St.  t^pritreef:  very  dangerous,  1817;  (doubtful) 

*  Martin '■  reef. 
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After  having  searched-  for  the  doubtful  rocks  and  dangers  on  the 
Eoropean  route,  you  will  then  return  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  pass- 
og  tnrough  the  Sargasso  sea,  sounding  as  you  go,  and  clearing  up 
kmbts  on  your  way  as  to  vigias,  until  you  reach  the  Gulf  stream,  be- 
PBenthe  parallels  of  30°  and  35°  N. ;  you  will  then  turn  about  and 
rake  the  best  of  your  way  to  the  French  shoal  of  the  list,  sighting  the 
'«pe  de  Verde  islands,  and  removing  doubts  as  to  all  the  vigias  ncai 
JUT  path. 

Having  searched  for  "French  and  Warley's  shoals,"  and  satisfied 
Mirself,  after  careful  examination,  as  to  the  existence  of  the  former, 
ni  will  then  pass  as  far  south  as  7^,  making  a  zigzag  line  of  sound- 
gs  between  the  meridians  of  15^  and  25^  west  longitude. 
This  is  a  region  remarkable  for  oceanic  disturbances  and  tide  rips ; 
is  thought  to  be  volcanic.  R<iturning  to  the  equator,  you  will  pro- 
sed thence  to  make  Cape  St.  Koque,  and  you  will  occupy  yourself 
ssiduously  with  constant  observations  and  soundings  between  the 
sland  of  Fernando  de  Noronha  and  the  Main. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  current,  which  is  said  to  exist 
ere,  which  is  so  much  dreaded  by  mariners,  and  which  adds  many 
layg  to  the  passages  of  vessels,  either  has  nb  permanent  existence, 
>r  if  existing  that  it  is  not  dangerous. 

You  will  therefore  occupy  a  month,  if  necessary,  in  exploring  it  and 
be  currents  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Amazon ;  having  done  this, 
twch  at  Para  for  water. 

It  is  supposed  that  tliis  service  will  occupy  you  for  five  or  six  montlis, 
uring  wnich  time  the  stores,  provisions,  and  water  of  the  Dolphin  may 
jqoire  to  be  roplenished ;  when  and  where  is  left  to  your  discretion,  as 
le  route  prescnbed  will  take  you  near  to  several  places  where  it  can 
onveniently  be  done.  If  necessary  you  can  touch  at  Porto  Praya, 
iiere  there  is  a  naval  depot  for  our  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 
t  is  desirable  that  you  should  keep  at  sea  as  much  possible  during 
OUT  absence. 

Having  satisfied  yourself  as  to  the  St.  Koque  and  great  equatorial 
meots  athwart  the  mouth  of  the  Amazon,  and  giving  a  few  days  at 
tei  to  your  officers  and  men  for  refreshment,  you  will  proceed  home- 
wds  by  the  following  route : 

From  the  eauator  in  longitude  37^  W.,  draw  a  straight  line  to  Cape 
Carles;  this  line  will  lie  nearly  in  the  middle  of  a  strip  of  the  ocean, 
ixmt  300  miles  broad,  and  remarkable  for  the  temperature  of  its 
Iter.  You  will  sail  a  zigzag  course  through  this  strip,  crossing  it  at 
M  four  times  on  your  way  nome,  and  passing  the  line  which  you  are 
irected  to  draw,  at  least  two  hundred  miles  on  either  side,  and  taking 
iep-sea  soundings  before  you  put  about  to  recross  it  again.  Should 
m  discover  anything  remarkable  as  to  the  depth  of  the  sea  within  this 
poo,  you  will  push  the  discovery  to  a  conclusion. 
It  is  expected  that  the  provisions,  &c.,  which  you  may  get  at  Porto 
lya  or  elsewhere  will  last  you  home. 

In  a  aervice  which  is  controlled  so  much  as  this  in  which  you  are 
ant  to  be  engaged  by  circumstances  of  wind  and  weather,  much 
Mt  necessarily  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  those  to  whom  it  is  en- 
•ted.    You  are  fully  aware  of  the  objects  and  the  importance  of  l\ie 
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service,  and  the  department  relies  with  confidence  upon  the  exercu 
a  sound  discretion  upon  your  part. 

Wishing  you  success  and  a  safe  return, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  A.  GRAHAM 
Lieutenant  Samuel  Phillips  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy^ 

Appointed  to  command  the  U.  S.  brig  Dolphin^  New  York. 
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Line  triplfi  the  size  of  the  foregoing. 


No.  of  reel. 

No.  of  fathoms. 

» 

Net  weight. 
Pounds. 

No.  of 
tests. 

Average 
strengUi. 

Greatest 
strength. 

Real 

strength. 

1 
2 

5,420 
5,025 

156 
152 

14 

18 

130 
151 

147 
152 

106 
105 

ToUl 

1 

10,445 

308 

32 

281 

299 

211 

Average  . . . 

5,222i 

154 

1401 

1491 

105i 

REMARKS. 

This  small  line,  furnished  by  the  contractors,  was  to  have  been  of  the  size  and  strength  and 
smoothness  of  two  reels  of  10,000  fathoms  each,  lefl  by  the  Congress,  made  of  unbleached  flax 
shoe-thread,  and  which  we  had,  making  in  all  of  fishing  line  about  225,000  fathoms.  (The 
weakest  spot  in  the  line  is  the  value  of  the  whole  length  employed  in  the  cast.)  This  line 
was  required  to  sustain  at  least  75  pounds  to  the  fathom  in  the  air,  but  it  fell  far  short  of  this 
standard.  Shrinkage  found  by  trial  to  be  8  per  cent.  The  reel  alone  weighs  5  and  6  pounds 
for  10,000  fathoms  of  single  size,  and  10  pounds  for  5,000  fathoms  of  triple  size.  Some  of  the 
small  line  was  of  better  strength  for  not  being  laid  up  so  hard,  which  a^rrees  with  what  the 
ropemakers  say,  and  Greer's  Mechanic's  Dictionary  implies  the  same  thing.  The  flax  thread 
used  would  be* weakened  if  bleached,  which  it  was,  and  it  probably  was  boiled. 

Description  of  sounding  line  required  to  be  prepared  agaimt  the  rttum  qft/ie 
Dolphin  in  1852,  and  which  vxu  ready  for  my  Bucceasorj  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding O.  H.  Berryman* 

The  line  should  measure  10,000  fathoms  to  the  100  pounds,  to  be  made  of  the  best  flax 
shoe'thread,  unbleached,  without  any  sizing  whatever,  without  knots  or  splices,  of  equal  size 
and  strength  throughout,  to  bear  a  weight  in  the  air  of  at  least  75  pounds  upon  each  cut 
length  of  a  fathom  of  dry  line ;  to  be  delivered  in  good  order  in  10,000  tathoois  lenfrth,  reeled 
on  strong  reels  of  hard  wood,  with  a  somll  iron  plate  at  each  end,  (fitted  for  an  inch-Muare 
shaft;)  each  reel  of  line  to  be  put  in  a  bag  of  stout  canvas,  painted  and  tied  up  Triple 
strength  line  should  measure  10,000  fathoms  to  300  pounds,  and  sustain  a  weight  of  at  least 
225  pounds ;  the  other  particulars  the  same  as  the  above.  When  inspecting  and  marking  the 
line,*  pass  it  round  hard  smooth  pegs,  on  plank  plates  secured  to  the  smooth  floor  of  a  long 
dry  loft  (free  of  spittle)  in  the  navy  jard,  and  at  a  convenient  distance  apart,  (say  25 
fathoms,  where  four  lengths  will  make  just  100  fathoms,)  and  mark  it  according  to  the  print- 
ed directions  of  the  bureau,  and  distinctly,  using  a  needle  and  saddler's  silk  *,  Msides  which, 
each  100  fathoms  should  be  marked  with  a  very  small  piece  of  red  banting,  as  the  silk  marks, 
though  useful  to  show  the  quantity,  are  not  seen  plainly  as  required  for  marking  the  intervals 
when  running.  Each  reel  should  be  numbered  and  marked  with  the  name  of  the  petty  officer 
who  inspecteid,  measured,  and  marked  tlie  line ;  the  number  of  ftthoms  of  line ;  its  strength, 
found  by  pouring  musket  balls  gently  into  a  bucket  suspended  by  a  fathom  of  the  line  made 
fast  by  a  rolling  oend ;  the  net  weight  of  the  line,  and  whether  the  first  hundred  fathom  mark 
is  on  the  inside  or  outside  of  the  reel.    The  master  should  duly  record  these  partieul&n. 

*  1853. — A  much  more  convenient  method  of  examining  and  marking  the  line  is  to  me  the 
small  mounted  board  wheel,  (with  a  circumference  of  a  fathom  when  scooped  to  hold  the 
line,  and  which  has  a  small  spring  attached  to  it  to  click  at  every  turn,  so  that  the  account 
is  easily  kept  in  measuring,)  invented  by  Passed  Midshipman  James  Higgins,  U.  S.  navy,  at- 
tached to  the  U.  S.  ship  ^hn  Adams.  When  the  Dolphin  was  at  Porto  Praya,  Commander 
Barron  of  the  John  Adams  kindly  gave  us  one  of  these  simple  and  excellent  machines,  and  I 
cannot  sufficiently  thank  him  and  Mr.  Higgins  for  the  good  it  did. 
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nDIRia  DOLPHIN,  UEUT.  8.  PHILUPS  LBE,  U.  S.  NAVY,  COMHAMHVG. 
■JM,vf'  eath  100  fathom  of  vaxedjithmg  line. 
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DEEP  SEA  SOUNDINGS  TAKEN  FROM  THE  BOATS 
Table  ihoimng  average  time  of  detcetU  of  eaxii  lOOyJuAom* 


FATHOMS. 

800 

400 

600 

600 

700 

800 

900 

1000 

1100 

1800 

1800 

1400 

INTERYATA 

Line  not  waxed 

m.  ■. 
58  45 

48  56 

m.  ■. 
68  17 

50  48 

OLS. 

70  28 
57  88 

m.i. 
76  68 

60  88 

m.  g. 
76  16 

66  44 

m.  g. 
77  18 

70  66 

m.  g. 
87  05 

74  81 

m.  g. 

88  81 

78  81 

m.g. 
77  88 

81  10 

m.g. 
78  48 

88  46 

71  14 
88  58 

■1.  g. 

7101 

88  11 

Wftzcd  line ...............  t 

Total 

96  48 

118  50 

187  60 

187  84 

148  00 

148  15 

16186 

16168 

166  88 

168  88166  07 

15*18 

Whole  nnmber  of  eaetg 

ATerage  Intenral  for  each 
100  fathoDu 

65 
145;^ 

66 

8  01 
16 

57 

8  14 
18 

57 

885 
11 

65 

886 
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54 

845 
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65 

856 

11 

68 

808 
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60 

8  10 
7 

49 

8  19 
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44 

8  80 
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DEEP  SEA  SOUNDINGS  TAKEN  FROM  THE  BOATS  OF  THE  U.  8.  SURVEY 

Table  thamng  time  of  detcent  tnth  two  32-pouR(2 
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fSQ  BRIG  DOLPHIN,  LIEUT.  8   PHILLIPS  LEE,  U.  S.  XAVY,  COMMANDIXG 
«kr,  of  each  IQOJiuhoms  of  unwared jUhittg  li/te. 
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DEEP  SEA  SOUNDINGS  TAKEN  FROM  THE  BOATS 
Taile  shotdng  time  of  descent  with  tvno  32rpound 


FATHOMS. 

Date. 

800 

400 

600 

600 

700 

800 

900 

1000 

1100 

1800 

IMTERVAT^. 

1858. 
January  80 

m.  8. 
1    15 

1    86 

m.  8. 
1    88 

1    87 
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1    83 

1    45 

m.  8. 
1    44 

1    52 

m.  8. 

1    47 

8    00 
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8    06 

m.  8. 
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m.  8. 
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m.  8. 
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m.  8. 
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Febmary  8 

Total 

8    41 

8    05 

8    88 
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8    47 
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4    86 
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4    57 
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1    41 
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1    58 
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18 
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8 

8    88 
19 

8    89 

Table  showing  average  time  of  descent  of  ea-ch  100  fathoms 


Total  wiOi  unwazed 
line 

Total  with  waxed  line 


Aggregate 


Number  of  eaata 

Arerage  intervals. . . 
Differences 


m. 

8. 

87 

07 
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41 

89 

48 

89 
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88 

m.  s. 

m.  8. 

48    86 

50    07 

8    05 

8    88 

m.  8. 

68    07 
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80 
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11 

14 
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8    47 


48    47 


84 

8    08 

11 


m.  s. 

87    65 
4    10 


48    05 
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48    88 


18 
9    99 
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44    86 


18 

9    99 

7 


m.  s. 

86   80 

4    60 


41    88 


16 

8    85 
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CtTBS  V.  8.  SURVEYING  BBI6  DOLFHDf— ContiniMd. 
ikf,  of  tack  100  fathowu  of  waxfd  faking  line. 
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List  of  reported  dangers  unmccessfully  searched  for  by  Lietaenant  5.  Phil- 
lips Lee,  commanding  United  States  surveying  brig  Dolphin,  1851-52. 


Name  of  reported  dangor. 


Potomac  sounding. . . . 

Field's  vigia 

Anfitrite  breakers 

Dyet*s  rocks 

1&7,  (vigia  on 

Gandaria  8  rocks 

Gombaud's  rock 

Emily's  rock  and  shoal 


French  shoal 

Krusensiem's  volcano > 

Triton's  baAk 

Bouvet's  sandy  island 

Aquila  reef 

Le  Pacifique  shoal,  (shock) . 

Crown  reef. 

Vigia,  south  of  Fernando  do 

Noronha 

Blaesdale's  coral  reef. . . . . . 

Voetle's  bank 

Galleon's  bank 

Galissioniere's  rock 

Martin's  reef. 

Overfalb'sor  heavy  ripples, 

Tulloch's  &  Livingston's. 
Mourand's  bank 


.9 
o  c> 

®  5: 

<«->  o 
o 


Assigned  position. 


Date  of  search. 


1838 

1833 

1846 

1845 

1827 

1842  I 

1764 

1845 

1796 
180€ 
1816 
1761 
1831 
1771 
1835 


1819 


1730 
1822 
1842 


4 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


15 
31 


0  N. 
0  S 


32  0  S. 

23  0  S. 

22  0  S. 

42  0  S. 

.57  0  S. 


4  43  0  8. 

0  57  0  N. 

15  0  0  N. 

15  56  0  N. 
12  20  0  N. 

16  42  0  N. 


181»  i  24     11    ON. 
1773     24    34    ON. 


19  20 

20  44 
17  46 
19  10 

21  6 

22  47 

23  19 

32  43 

41  6 

48  58 

49  40 
54  49 
58  53 

61  44 

65  10 


OW. 
OW. 
OW. 
OW. 
OW. 
OW. 
OW. 


OW.  I 
OW.l 
OW.  j 
OW. 
OW.  j 
OW. 


Mareh 

April 

May 

May 

June 

June 


0  W.    June 
OW.l  June 


P»gc. 


1851. 
October  17,  20 
October  16,  23 
October  24,28 
Novem'r  2,  8 
Novem'r  15,  16 
Novem'r  34,  27 
Decern 'r  1,  2 
Decern  *r  14, 15 

1852. 
January  13 

Janmry  31 
February  13 
February  15 
February        16 

do 

February        18 


10 

8,  11 

27,28 

29 

2 

6,7 

14 
17,20 


5 

6 

8 

9 

13 

15 

22 

99 

45 
61 
67 
69 
70 
71 
71 

79 
90 
99 
99 
102 
103 

108 
110 


!       - 


Respectfully  recommended  that  the  foregoing  be  erased  from  the 

charts  and  sailing  directions. 

SAMUEL  PHILLIPS  LEE, 

Lieutenant  United  States  Navy- 
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§,  Doc.  59. 


SSI 


Tmperatvre  of  the  air  and  the  tur/ace  wattr^  United  States  surveyiw  brig 
Dolphin^  Lieut.  S.  Phittipt  Lee^  commanding^  Atlantic^  1851-'52. 

OCTOBEK   8. 


Hour. 


A.  M. 
1 

3 
4 
5 
6 

m 

I 

8 
9 
10 
U 
12 


Air. 

Water 
surfiice. 

Hour. 

1 

Air. 

Water 
rorfkce. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 

O 

63 
71 
73 
73 
69 
69 
65 
64 
63 
63 
63 
63 

o 
62 

62 

62 

1 

62 

1 

62 

*  * '  •* 1 

62 

62 

■ 

61 

59 

•••••    ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

59 

•  ••••«•••••  «#•--.---•-------• 

59 

61 

60 

59 

12  m.— Latitude  40O  21'  N. ;  lon^tude  730  45'  W. 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  40    07    N. ;  lon^tude  73    22   W 

October  9. 


4  a.  m.—Latitude  390  52'  N. ;  lon^tude  720  36'  W. 

12  m.—Latitude  39    53   N. ;  lon^tude  72    42  W. 

8  p.  in.—Latitude  39    48   N. ;  longitude  72    37  W. 


A.M. 

o 
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o 
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59 

59 
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72 

62 
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73 

1         60 
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59 

58 
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69 
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4         ! 

59 
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66 

62 
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65 

61 

6 

60 

58 
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61 

59 
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63 

•  • 
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65 
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63 

•  • 
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60 
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64 

59 

10 

70 
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63 

59 

"         1 

72 

61 

11 

63 

59 

12        ! 

i 

73 

60 

12 

■                                                       1 

61 

60 

1 

1 

A.  M. 
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4 
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6 
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9 
10 
11 
19 


o 
62 
61 
64 
64 
65 
65 
69 
69 
70 
69 
69 
69 


4  a.  m.- 

12  m.. 

o  p.  in*' 


OCTOBE 

R    10. 

O               ! 

P.  » 
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60 

») 

61 
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61 
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62 

5 

62 
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65 
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64 
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65           1 
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65 

10 

66            ! 

11 

66            1 
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12 

1 

_. .  . 

o 

O 

69 

66 

71 

66 

71 

66 

71 

66 

71 

66 

70 

66 

69 

66 

69 

\   67 

70 

tt 

70 
70 

t 

69 

m 

-Latitude  390  23'  N. ;  longitude  720  14'  W. 
-Latitude  38  59  N. ;  longitude  71  45  W. 
-Latitude  38    22  N. ;  Joiyitiide  71    24  W. 
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Tempcr(U/wrt  of  the  air  and  the  wtrface  uHUer — Continued. 

October  11. 


■^ 
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73 

12 

72 

74     , 

1 

12 

73 

73 

^' 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  37©  51'  N. ;  loDgritude  71o  05'  W. 

12  m.^LaUtude  37    38   N. ;  longitude  70    58   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  37    35   N. ;  longitude  70    30   W. 

October  12. 
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79 

12 

75 
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4  a.  m.— Latitude  370  59' 

12  m.—Latitude  37    59 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  38    20 


N. ;  longitude  70O  10*  W. 
N. ;  longitude  69  56  W. 
N. ;  longitude  69    01   W. 


October  13. 


4  a.  m.^LaUtude  3SP  21'  N. \  \QQts>tud«  680  19  W. 
12  m.— Latitude  38   22  1< .  •,  lon^Vid^  ^n    \b  ^ . 
8 p.  m.— Latitud* 38   a4  l^.-,\wMEA»dL^^   «K^. 
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Temperaiure  of  the  air  wad  the  ntrface  water — Continued. 

October  14. 
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surface. 
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72 

10 
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11 

75 

72 

11 

73 

71 

12 

75 

72     ! 

1 

12 

73 

71 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  380  25' 

12  m.— Latitude  38    28 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  38    26 


N. ;  loD^tude  660  40^  W. 
N. ;  lonptude  66  42  W. 
N. ;  longitude  66    41   W. 


OCTOBBR   15. 
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72 

9 

69 

77 

10 

68 

74 

10 

68 

77 

11 

68 

74 

11 

68 

76 

12 

68 

74 

12 

67 

77 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  380  21'  N. ;  longitude  660  40'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  38    14    N. ;  longitude  66    42   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  37    42    N. ;  longitude  66    47   W. 

October  16. 
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76 
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77 
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3 

68 

76 

4 

68 

77 

4 

65 

77 

5 

67 

77 

5 

65 

77 

6 

68 

77 

6 

63 

77 

7 

67 

77 

7 

61 

77 

8 

67 

76 

8 

61 

77 

9 

4  jh 

67 

77 

9 

63 

76 

10 

67 

77 

10 

63 

76 

11 

66 

77 

11 

61 

76 

u 

66 

77 

12 

61 

76 

4  a.  m.—Lmiitude  370  31'  N. ;  longHude  6ff>  SS^  W. 
Jj^m^—Zmti'tudeSe   43  N. ;  longitude  66    06   W. 
^^  m,-~lMti'tade  37   48  N, ;  longHudm  6S    16    W 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued* 

OCTOBEE  17. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 

surface. 

t 

surface. 

A.  M. 

O 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

60 

77 

1 

64 

73 

2 

60 

76 

2 

64 

72 

3 

59 

76 

3 

64 

72 

4- 

60 

76 

4 

64 

73 

5 

60 

76 

5 

64 

73 

6 

60 

76 

6 

61 

75 

7 

60 

76 

7 

61 

75 

8 

60 

77 

8 

61 

75 

9 

61 

75 

9 

61 

75 

10 

61 

75 

10 

61 

75 

11 

61 

75 

11 

62 

75 

12 

63 

75 

12 

63 

75 

4  a.  m.- 

12  m. 

8  p.  in.- 


-Latitude  370  53'  N. 
-Latitude  38  07  N. 
-Latitude  38    06   N. 


longitude  660  48'  W. 
longitude  66  46  W. 
longitude  67    09   W. 


October  18. 


4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  in> 


-Latitude  380  lO'  N. 
-Latitude  38  08  N. 
-Latitude  38    02  N. 


longitude  67©  25'  W. 
longitude  67  23  W. 
longitude  67    19   W. 


October  19. 


4  a.  m.—Latitudo  380  10'  N. ;  longitude  670  lO'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  38    02  N. ;  longitude  67    04   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  38    09   N. ;  longitude  66    36   W. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

63 

75 

1 

70 

75 

2 

64 

72 

2 

70 

74 

3 

64 

72 

3 

70 

75 

4 

64 

4 

70 

76 

5 

64 

5 

70 

76 

6 

62 

6 

69 

76 

7 

67 

7 

68 

•  • 

8 

66 

8 

•  • 

•  • 

9 

66 

9 

68 

76 

10 

67 

10 

68 

76 

11 

69 

11 

68 

77 

12 

70 

12 

68 

77 

A.M. 

o 

0 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

69 

1 

73 

75 

2 

69 

2 

73 

73 

3 

69 

3 

73 

73 

4 

69 

4 

73 

73 

5 

69 

5 

73 

73 

6 

69 

6 

73 

73 

7 

69 

7 

71 

73 

8 

75 

75 

8 

71 

75 

9 

80? 

73 

9 

69 

73 

10 

80? 

73 

10 

69 

73 

11 

75 

73 

11 

69 

73 

12 

75 

73 

12 

69 

73 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

October  20. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

surface. 

surface. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

O 

1 

69 

75 

1 

71 

75 

2 

70 

75 

2 

72 

75 

3 

70 

75 

3 

73 

74 

4 

70 

75 

4 

72 

74 

5 

70 

75 

5 

72 

74 

6 

70 

76 

6 

72 

74 

7 

71 

76 

7 

71 

71 

8 

71 

76 

8 

71 

72 

9 

71 

74 

9 

71 

71 

10 

72 

74 

10 

70 

71 

11 

72 

75 

11 

70 

71 

12 

72 

75 

12 

1 

70 

72 

-Latitude  380  01'  N. ;  longitude  660  04'  W. 
.Latitude  37    44   N. ;  longitude  65    20   W. 


4  a.  m.- 
12  in.- 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  37    17   N. ;  longitude  65    29  ^W. 


October  21. 


4  a.  m.- 

12  m.- 

8  p.  m.- 


.Latitude  360  35'  N. 
-Latitude  36  53  N. 
-Latitude  37    03  N. 


longitude  650  47'  W. 
longitude  65  57  W. 
longitude  66    15   W. 


October  22. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  370  20'  N. ;  longitude  650  51'  W. 

12  ID.— Latitude  37    26  N. ;  longitude    65  48   W. 

8  p.  m.— LaUtade  37    29   N. ;  longitude  66    06  W. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

0 

1 

69 

73     i 

1 

73 

73 

2 

67 

73 

2 

73 

73 

3 

67 

73 

3 

73 

73 

4 

67 

73 

4 

73 

73 

5 

67 

73     1 

5 

72 

73 

6 

67 

73 

6 

70 

73 

7 

69 

73 

7 

68 

73 

8 

69 

73 

8 

68 

73 

9 

69 

72 

9 

67 

72 

10 

72 

72 

10' 

66 

72 

11 

72 

72 

11 

66 

73  . 

12 

72 

72 

12 

66 

73 

A.  M. 

0 

1 
o 

;    P.  M. 

I 

o 

o 

1 

69 

73 

!       1 

76 

73 

2 

69 

73 

1      2 

73 

73 

3 

69 

73     1 

1     3 

73 

73 

4 

69 

73 

4 

73 

73 

5 

66 

73     ! 

5 

73 

74 

6 

65 

72 

!      6 

73 

75 

7 

69 

72 

7 

72 

74 

8 

70 

72 

8 

70 

73 

9 

70 

74     1 

9 

73 

74 

10 

75 

76 

10 

73 

74 

n 

78 

73 

11 

73 

74 

13 

78 

73 

12 

73 

74 

*-7r 


4.. 


•k" 


:■> 


S.  Doc.  59. 

Ten^perature  of  the  air  and  the  mifoce  water — C!ontiimed. 

October  23. 


Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 

surface. 

Hour. 

1 

1 

Air. 

1 

m 

A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

70 

75 

1 

68 

2 

70 

75 

2 

68 

3 

70 

75 

3 

68 

4 

70 

75 

4 

67 

5 

73 

75 

5 

66 

6 

73 

75 

6 

63 

7 

73 

75  .   i 

7 

63 

8 

71 

74 

8 

63 

9 

70 

74 

9 

61 

10 

69 

71 

10 

61 

11 

69 

70 

11 

61 

12 

69 

70 

12 

61 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  370  46^  N. ;  longitude  69>  00*  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  37    31   N. ;  longitude  65    48  W. 

8  p.  m.-^Latitude  37    14   N. ;  longitude  65    06  W. 

October  24. 


A.M. 

o 

t 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

61 

71 

1 

70 

2 

61 

72 

2 

70 

3 

61 

72 

3 

70 

4 

62 

71 

4 

70 

5 

63 

72 

O 

70 

6 

63 

70 

6 

70 

7 

64 

71 

7 

68 

8 

64 

71 

8 

66 

9 

65 

72 

9 

65 

10 

65 

71 

10 

65 

11 

65 

71 

11 

65 

12 

65 

71 

12 

i     65 

i 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  360  30'  N. ;  longitude  650  29*  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  35    50   N. ;  longitude  65    58  W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  35    45  N. ;  longitude  65    56  W. 

October  25. 


A.  M* 

o 

o 

1 

1    P.  M. 

o 

1 

63 

"^1    i 

1 

3 

63 

72     1 

i      2 

3 

64 

72 

3 

4 

64 

71 

4 

5 

64 

71     1 

5 

€ 

64 

71 

6 

71 

7 

64 

71 

7 

8 

64 

71 

8 

9 

66 

71 

9 

70 

10 

68 

72 

10 

69 

11 

69 

72 

11 

69 

13 

69 

72 

12 

69 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  350  42^  N. ;  loogitodtt  680  0(K  W. 

13 m.— Latitude  35    53  N. ;  kmgitnde  65'  61  W. 

8  p.  ID«— UtItiidiB  85    53  N. ;  Umgitude  05   36  W. 
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Temfperalurt  of  the  air  and  the  surface  vxUer — Continued. 

October  26. 


Hour. 


A.  M. 

1 
2 
3 
4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


Air. 


71 
71 
71 
71 
69 
71 
73 
73 
73 
74 
75 
75 


Water 
■ur&ce. 


o 

72 
72 
73 
72 
73 
73 
72 
73 
73 
72 
72 
72 


Hour. 


Air. 


P.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


o 
76 
77 
77 
77 
77 
75 
73 
72 
72 
72 
72 
74 


Water 
sur&ce. 


73 
73 
73 
72 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 


A.M. 

1 
2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  350  54'  N. 
12  m.— Latitude  35    58  N. : 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  35    50   N. 


longitude  660  14'  W. 
longitude  65  36  W. 
longitude  66    23   W. 


OCTOBBR   27. 


71 
71 
71 
71 
72 
73 
75 
75 
75 
73 
73 
73 


o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

72 

1 

71 

72 

73 

2 

70 

71 

72 

3 

70 

71 

72 

4 

66 

72 

72     i 

5 

64 

71 

72     1 

6 

64 

71 

72 

7 

63 

71 

72 

8 

63 

71 

72 

9 

63 

72 

72 

10 

:     63 

72 

72 

11 

:     63 

72 

72 

1 

1 

12 

62 

72 

4  a.  m.—Latitude  350  56'  N. ;  longitude  660  18'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  35    56   N. ;  longitude  65    55   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  35    52   N.  i  longitude  65    52   W. 


OCTOBBI 

ft  28. 

A.  M. 

0 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

62 

72 

1 

67 

73 

2 

62 

72 

2 

67 

72 

3     1 

62 

72 

3 

67 

72 

4 

62 

72 

4 

67 

72 

5 

62 

72 

5 

68 

72 

6 

62 

72 

6 

68 

72 

7 

63 

70 

7 

66 

71 

8 

64 

71 

8 

66 

71 

9 

63 

71 

9 

67 

72 

10 

65 

71 

10 

67 

72 

11 

65 

72 

11 

68 

72 

12 

67 

72 

12 

69 

72 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  350  46'  N. ;  longitude  650  47'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  35    07   N. ;  longitude  65    49   W. 

8  p.  m.->Latitude  34    42  N. ;  longitude  65    07  W. 


m^ 


S.  Doc.  59. 


TcH^ierature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  vxUer — Continued^ 

OCTOBEE  29. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
mirfaoe. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

;      p.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

69 

72 

1 

73 

72 

2 

68 

73 

1              2 

73 

71 

3 

68 

72 

1             3 

71 

71 

4 

67 

73 

4 

71 

71 

5 

68 

73 

1              5 

71 

73 

6 

69 

68 

1              6 

68 

73 

7 

70 

68 

!              7 

69 

72 

8 

70 

68 

!             8 

69 

72 

9 

70 

71 

i             9 

69 

72 

10 

69 

72 

10 

69 

71 

11 

70 

72 

11 

69 

71 

12 

70 

72 

12 

69 

71 

4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


Latitude  340  27'  N. ;  longitude  640  35'  W. 
-Latitude  34  57  N. ;  longitude  64  58  W. 
-Latitude  35    12   N. ;  longitude  64    51    W. 

October  30- 


;•..'.- 


•*\ 


A.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


71 
71 
71 
71 
68 
68 
69 
71 
72 
72 
73 
74 


o 
71 
71 
71 
71 
72 
73 
73 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 


P.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 


74 
74 
75 
74 
73 
71 
69 
69 
69 
60 
69 
69 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  340  56'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  35    19   N. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  35    27   N. 


longitude  640  31'  W. 
longitude  65  08  W. 
longitude  65    03  W. 


72 
72 
72 
73 
73 
73 
71 
71 
71 
71 
71 
72 


t 
u 


:i,i-. 


October  31. 


A.  M. 

o 

1 

69 

9 

69 

3 

69 

4 

69 

5 

69 

6 

71 

7 

71 

8 

71 

9 

71 

10 

73 

11 

73 

12 

73 

^* 


72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 


P.  M, 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


I 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


73 
73 
73 
73 

72 
70 
71 
71 
70 
70 
70 
70 


*  ■■- 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  350  29'  N. ;  longitude  640  39*  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  35    22  N. ;  longiAde  64    04  W. 

8  p.m.— Latitude  35    12  N. ;  longitude  63    31   W. 


72 
73 
73 
72 
72 
72 
71 
71 
71 
71 
71 
71 
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TcMiperatiare  af  the  air  and  the  surf€u:e  water — Continued. 

November  1. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

• 

■urface. 

1 

1 

■uHace. 

A.  M. 

o 

1 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

70 

72 

1 

74 

73 

2 

70 

72 

2 

75 

73 

3 

71 

72 

3 

74 

73 

4 

71 

72 

4 

74 

72 

5 

69 

72    : 

5 

74 

72 

6 

69 

72 

6 

74 

72 

7    1 

70 

72 

7 

70 

72 

B    i 

70 

72    i 

8 

69 

72 

9 

72 

72 

9 

69 

72 

10 

74 

72 

10 

70 

72 

11 

75 

72 

11 

70 

72 

12 

75 

72 

12 

70 

72 

4  a.  m.— -Latitude  340  59'  N. ; 
12  m.— latitude  34    37   N. 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  33    51    N. 


longitude  620  43'  W. 
longitude  61  49  W. 
longitude  61    08   W. 


November  2. 


.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

! 

•    P.  M. 

o 

1 

69 

71 

i      1 

73 

2 

69 

71 

2 

73 

3 

69 

71 

3 

73 

4 

68 

71 

4 

72 

5 

68 

71 

5 

72 

6 

68 

71 

6 

•  • 

7 

69 

72 

7 

72 

6 

70 

72 

8 

72 

9 

72 

72 

9 

71 

10 

72 

72 

10 

69 

11 

72 

73 

11 

69 

12 

72 

73 

1 

12 

69 

4  a.  m.- 

12  m.. 

8  p.  m.- 


-Latitude  330  10' 
-Latitude  32  46 
-Latitude  32    47 


N. ;  longitude  60O  41'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  60  24  W. 
N. ;  longitude  59    56  W. 


November  3. 


4  a.  m.—Latitude  320  54'  N. ;  longitude  590  48*  W. 

'  19  m.— Latitude  33    08  N. ;  longitude  60    10   W. 

8  p.  m.— LatHnde  33    08  N. ;  longitude  60    25  W. 


o 

73 
74 
74 
73 
74 
74 
79 
79 
78 
73 
73 
73 


A,  M. 

!    o 

p 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

71 

73    1 

1 

77 

79 

2 

71 

73 

2 

77 

79 

3 

71 

73 

3 

!     77 

71 

4 

71 

73 

4 

77 

79 

5 

69 

73    1 

5 

77 

79 

6 

69 

73 

6 

77 

79 

7 

70 

73 

7 

75 

79 

8 

70 

73 

8 

75 

79 

9 

70 

73 

9 

73 

79 

10 

71 

73 

10 

71 

79 

11 

72 

73 

13 

70 

79 

12 

71 

73 

1 

12 

1 

70 

79 

>' 


"¥* 


«v 


■■=«. 


■  -■*  ■*- 


,-• 
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TempercUure  of  the  air  and  the  sfyrfojce  water — Coatmued. 

November  4. 


Hour. 


A.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


Air. 


71 
71 
72 
72 
74 
75 
75 
76 
80 
78 
78 
78 


Water 
surface. 


72 
72 
7J 
71 
71 
72 
72 
72 
74 
73 
73 
73 


Hour. 


P.  M. 

1 
2 
3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


Air. 


74 
74 
74 
71 
70 
68 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 


4  a.  m.^Latitude  330  08'  N. ;  longitude  60O  IS'  W. 

12  m.^Latitude  33    05  N. ;  longitude  60    11  W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  33    00  N. ;  longitude  59    56  W. 

November  5. 


4  a.  m.~Latitude  320  SO'  N. ;  longitude  590  51'  W. 

12  m.^Latitude  32    46  N. ;  longitude  59    45   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  32    44   N. ;  longitude  59    47   W. 

November  6. 


t  * 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  320  46*  N. ;  longitude  590  46^  W. 

13  m.— Latitude  32    49  N. ;  longitude  59    49  W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  32    46  N. ;  longitude  60    04  W. 


W^^ 


o 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
78 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  m. 

o 

1 

70 

73 

1 

71 

2 

68 

73 

2 

71 

3 

70 

73 

3 

71 

4 

70 

73 

4 

71 

5 

69 

73 

5 

71 

6 

69 

73 

6 

70 

7 

69 

73 

7 

69 

8 

70 

73 

8 

68 

9 

71 

73 

9 

68 

10 

71 

73 

10 

68 

11 

71 

73 

11 

68 

12 

71 

73 

12 

68 

73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
72 
72 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

68 

72 

1 

78 

2 

70 

72 

2 

77 

3 

70 

72 

3 

75 

4 

70 

72 

4 

75 

5 

68 

72 

5 

75 

6 

68 

72 

6 

75 

7 

68 

72 

7 

75 

8 

68 

73 

8 

75 

9 

70 

72 

9 

72 

10 

71 

72 

10 

71 

11 

72 

72 

11 

71 

12 

72 

72 

12 

74 

0 

72 

73 

73 

72 

72 

72 

73 

73 

73 

73 

73 

73 


I'* » 
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Ta^piratvre  of  the  air  and  (he  surface  uxttcr— OontiQued. 

NoVBMBBa  7. 


■i0 


Air. 

1 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

■ar&ce. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

71 

73 

1 

75 

73 

71 

73    i 

2 

75 

72 

71 

73 

3 

75 

72 

71 

73 

4 

75 

72 

70 

73 

5 

75 

72 

70 

74 

G 

75 

72 

70 

73 

7 

75 

72 

70 

73 

8 

75 

72 

70 

73 

0 

75 

72 

G8 

73 

10 

74 

72 

G8 

73 

11 

74 

72 

G8 

73 

1     13 

1 

74 

72 

4  a.  m.- 

-Latitude  32«  3£'  N. ;  longritude  60''  IC  W. 

12  m.- 

-Latitude  32  40  N. ;  lonfritudo  60  14  W. 

8  p.  in.- 

-Lit 

itudo32  36  N 

. ;  longitude  69 

26  W. 

NoVEAfBER    8. 


4  a.  m  —Latitude  32<»  31'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  32    36   N. 

8  p.  III.— Latitude  32    30   N. 


longitude  60°  28'  W. 
longitude  60  24  W. 
longitude  59    56   W. 


' 

O 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

71 

71 

1 

71 

72 

i 

71 

71 

o 

71 

72 

■ 

71 

72 

3 

70 

72 

71 

72 

4 

70 

72 

72 

73 

5 

70 

72 

72 

73 

6 

70 

73 

72 

73 

7 

69 

73 

72 

73 

8 

68 

73 

73 

72 

0 

65 

75 

73 

72 

10 

65 

73 

73 

72 

H 

65 

73 

73 

72 

12 

63 

73 

■■•:% 


p- 

^  > 


November  9. 


67 
67 
67 
67 
67 
67 
68 
69 
68 
69 
70 
70 


73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
72 
72 
72 
72 
73 
73 


21 


4  a.  m.— Ijatitudo  o2<' 
12  ID.— Latitude  32 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  32 


37' 
33 

18 


P.  M. 

1 
o 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

y 

10 

11 

12 


N. ;  longitude  59°  AW  W. 
N. ;  longitude  59  22  W. 
N. ;  longitado  59    04  W. 


o 

o 

70 

73 

71 

73 

71 

73 

71 

73 

71 

73 

70 

73 

68 

73 

68 

73 

68 

73 

68 

73 

68 

73 

68 

73 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  tooler-^ontinued. 

November  10. 


^   ■ 


A.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Mil 

A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

69 

73 

1 

73 

2 

69 

73 

2 

73 

3 

69 

73 

3 

73 

4 

69 

73 

4 

73 

5 

69 

73 

5 

69 

6 

69 

73 

6 

69 

7 

70 

72 

7 

69 

8 

69 

72 

8 

69 

9 

69 

72 

9 

68 

10 

71 

72 

10 

68 

11 

71 

73 

11 

68 

12 

71 

73 

12 

68 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  32''  OS'  N. 

12  m.~Latitude  32    14   N. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  32    12  N. 


longitude  58<>  43'  W. 
longitude  58  49  W. 
longitude  58    49  W. 


November  11. 


68 
68 
68 
68 
68 
68 
67 
68 
70 
71 
71 
71 


o 

P.  M. 

o 

73 

1 

72 

73 

2 

72 

73 

3 

72 

73 

i      4 

72 

•  • 

5 

71 

74 

6 

71 

74 

7 

69 

74 

8 

69 

74 

9 

69 

74 

10 

69 

74 

11 

69 

74 

12 

69 

4  a.  m.—Latitude  31<'  54'  N. ;  longitude  58<>  30^  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  31    32  N. ;  longitude  57    52  W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  31    53   N. ;  longitude  58    25  W. 

November  12. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

69 

73 

1 

70 

2 

69 

73 

2 

70 

3 

69 

73 

3 

69 

4 

69 

73 

4 

69 

5 

69 

73 

5 

68 

6 

69 

73 

6 

68 

7 

70 

73 

7 

67 

8 

71 

73 

8 

67 

9 

68 

73 

9 

66 

10 

68 

73 

10 

65 

11 

68 

73 

11 

63 

12 

68 

73 

12 

61 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  31''  58'  N. ;  longitude  58**  l»  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  32    07  N. ;  longitude  56    30  W 

6  p.  m.— Latitude  31    56  N. ;  longitude  58    20  W. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

November  13. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
■ur&ce. 

Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.  01  • 

0 

o 

P.M. 

0 

o 

1 

61 

72 

1 

65 

73 

2 

61 

72 

2 

65 

72 

3 

61 

72 

3 

65 

72 

4 

61 

72 

4 

65 

72 

5 

61 

73 

5 

65 

72 

6 

61 

73 

6 

65 

72 

7 

63 

73 

7 

63 

72 

8 

63 

73 

8 

63 

72 

9 

65 

73 

9 

67 

72 

la 

65 

73 

10 

67 

72 

11 

66 

72 

11 

67 

72 

12 

66 

72 

12 

1 

67 

72 

4  a.  m.— Utitude  32<'  02'  N. ;  longitude  58<'  26'  W. 

12  m.^Latitude  32    06   N. ;  longitude  58    41   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  32    09   N. ;  longitude  58    22  W. 

November  14. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

65 

72 

1 

70 

72 

2 

65 

72 

2 

70 

72 

3 

65 

72 

3 

70 

72 

4 

65 

72 

4 

69 

72 

5 

68 

72 

5 

69 

72 

6 

69 

72 

6 

65 

72 

7 

69 

72 

7 

65 

72 

8 

70 

72 

8 

65 

72 

9 

70 

72 

9 

65 

72 

10 

71 

72 

10 

65 

72 

11 

72 

72 

11 

65 

71 

12 

72 

72 

12 

63 

70 

4  a.  m.~Latitude  32°  13' 
12  m.— Latitude  32    09 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  32    09 


N. ;  longitude  58°  11'  W. 
N.  ;  longitude  57  52  W. 
N. ;  longitude  56    48  W. 


November  15. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

0 

o 

1 

67 

70 

1 

70 

70 

2 

67 

70 

2 

70 

70 

3 

66 

70 

3 

71 

70 

4 

65 

70 

4 

70 

70 

5 

65 

71 

5 

69 

70 

6 

65 

71 

6 

67 

70 

7 

65 

71 

7 

67 

70 

8 

65 

71 

8 

67 

70 

9 

65 

71 

9 

67 

70 

10 

66 

71 

10 

68 

71 

11 

68 

71 

11 

68 

71 

12    ! 

1 

68 

70 

12 

68 

71 

4  a.  m.—Latitude  31°  36' 

12  m.— Latitude  31    31 

8  p.  m.~Latitnde  31     17 


N. 
N. 
N. 


longitude  55^  32'  W. 
longitude  54  03  W. 
longitude  53    22   W. 


244 


S.  Doc.  59. 


Temycraturc  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Coutinued. 

November  16. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
Btiriace. 

A.M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

G7 

71 

1 

71 

72 

2 

G7 

71 

2 

71 

72 

3 

67 

71 

3 

71 

72 

4 

67 

71 

4 

71 

72 

5 

69 

71 

5 

71 

72 

G 

69 

71 

G 

71 

72 

7 

69 

71 

7 

69 

71 

8 

69 

71 

8 

69 

71 

9 

69 

71 

9 

69 

71 

10 

69 

71 

lU 

69 

71 

11 

69 

71 

H 

69 

71 

12 

69 

71 

12 

69 

71 

4  a.  m. — Latitudo 

12  m. — Latitude 

8  p.  m. — Latitude 


31° 

31 

31 


05'  N.  ;  longitude  53* 
08    N.  ;  longritude  53 
18    N.  ;  longitude  52 


27'  W. 
28  W. 
47    W. 


November  17. 


P.M. 

o 

o 

A.M. 

o 

o 

1 

G9 

72 

1 

69 

2 

G9 

72 

2 

69 

3 

68 

72 

3 

69 

4 

68 

72 

4 

69 

5 

G8 

72 

5 

69 

6 

69 

72 

6 

69 

7 

69 

72 

7 

69 

8 

69 

72 

8 

69 

9 

69 

72 

9 

69 

10 

69 

72 

10 

69 

H 

70 

72 

•   11. 

69 

12 

A  - 

70 

72 

12 

69 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  31°  19'  N.  ;  longitude  51°  58'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  31     05   N.  ;  longitude  50    59   W. 

8  p.  in.— Latitude  31     04    N.  ;  longitude  49    35   W. 

November  18. 


4  a.  m.- 

12  m.- 

8  p.  m.- 


-Latitude  31°  04'  N.  ; 
-Latitude  30  59  N.  ; 
-latitude  31    UO   N. ; 


longitude  46©  23'  W. 
longitude  47  26  W. 
longitude  46    30  W. 


A.M. 

o 

1 

o 

P.M. 

0 

o 

1 

G9 

71     1 

I 

71 

70 

2 

68 

70     1 

2 

72 

70 

3 

67 

70 

3 

73 

70 

4 

67 

70     1 

4 

69 

70 

5 

67 

70 

5 

69 

70 

6 

67 

70 

G 

69 

70 

7 

68 

70 

7 

69 

70 

8 

69 

71 

8 

69 

70 

9 

70 

70 

9 

69 

70 

10 

69 

70 

10 

68 

69 

11 

69 

70 

11 

67 

70 

12 

G9 

70 

1 

12 

67 

71 
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Temperainre  of  the  air  and  the  surface  vratcr — Continued. 

November  19. 


Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 
sarface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A«  BUm 

o 

o 

P  M. 

o 

o 

1 

GO 

71 

1 

73 

70 

3 

60 

71 

3 

73 

70 

3 

69 

71 

3 

73 

70 

4 

69 

70 

4 

73 

70 

5 

65 

63 

5 

71 

70 

6 

65 

63 

6 

71 

70 

7 

66 

69 

7 

69 

69 

8 

69 

69 

8 

6J 

69 

9 

70 

69 

0 

69 

69 

10 

73 

60 

10 

70 

69 

11 

73 

70 

11 

70 

69 

13 

73 

7J 

13 

70 

69 

4  a.  m.- 

13  m. 

8  p.  m.- 


-I-ititude  31«  01'  N. ;  longitude  45°  35'  W. 
-Lititude  31  03  N. ;  longitude  44  31  W. 
-Litituda  30    5G  N. ;  lungttade  43    39  W. 

November  20. 


Hoar. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

0 

o 

1 

63 

63 

1 

73 

71 

3 

6S 

63 

3 

73 

71 

3 

68 

69 

3 

73 

70 

4 

6i 

63 

4 

73 

70 

5 

63 

63 

5 

73 

70 

6 

63 

7) 

6 

70 

70 

7 

69 

63 

7 

69 

70 

8 

70 

63 

8 

60 

70 

9 

63 

73 

9 

68 

70 

10 

70 

7J 

10 

6S 

70 

11 

70 

70 

11 

63 

70 

13 

71 

7J 

12 

63 

70 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  30° 
13  m.— Latitude  39 
8  p.  m.~LitituJe  S3 


33'  N. ;  longitude  43=>  47'  W. 
53  N.  ;  longitude  43  13  W. 
43   N.  ;  l3.igitad3  41    55   W. 


November  21. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

63 

63 

1 

75 

73 

2 

63 

63 

3 

75 

73 

3 

Gi 

63 

3 

73 

70 

4 

63 

63 

4 

73 

70 

5 

68 

63 

5 

73 

71 

C 

63 

70 

6 

73 

71 

7 

63 

70 

7 

71 

70 

8 

63 

73 

8 

71 

70 

9 

70 

70 

9 

71 

70 

10 

71 

71 

10 

71 

70 

11 

73 

71 

11 

il 

70 

13 

73 

71 

13 

71 

70 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  29°  30' 
13  m.— Latitude  39    05 
8  p.  in.—Latilud3  33    43 


N. ;  longitiida  41°  33*  W. 
N. ;  longitude  41  37  W. 
N. ;  longitado  41     10   W. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  mrface  toater — Continued. 

November  22. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

■ur&ce. 

A.M. 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

69 

71 

1 

69 

70 

2 

69 

70 

2 

68 

3 

69 

71 

3 

68 

4 

69 

70 

4 

68 

5 

69 

71 

5 

69 

6   • 

69 

71 

6 

69 

7 

69 

71 

7 

69 

8 

70 

71 

8 

69 

9 

70 

71 

9 

69 

10 

70 

71 

10 

69 

72 

11 

71 

71 

11 

69 

72 

12 

71 

71 

12 

69 

71 

A.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


4  a.  ID.* 

12  m. 

8  p.  m.- 


-Latitude  280  22' 
-Latitude  27  53 
-Latitude  27    35 


N. ;  longitude  40O  56'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  40  32  W. 
N. ;  longitude  40    09    W. 


November  23. 


A.M. 

o 

1 

o       i 

1 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

68 

72     i 

1 

75 

73 

2 

68 

•   73     1 

2 

75 

73 

3 

68 

73 

3 

75 

73 

4 

67 

73 

4 

75 

73 

5 

67 

73 

5 

73 

74 

6 

68 

73 

6 

71 

73 

7 

68 

74 

7 

67 

72 

8 

68 

73 

8 

67 

72 

9 

69 

73 

9 

68 

71 

10 

71 

73 

10 

68 

71 

11 

74 

73 

11 

67 

71 

12 

74 

1 

73 

1 

67 

71 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  27©  07'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  26    44    N. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  26    28    N. 


longitude  390  22'  W. 
longitude  38  40  W. 
longitude  38    15   W. 


November  24. 


o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

68 

72 

1 

77 

74 

68 

73 

2 

77 

74 

69 

73 

3 

77 

74 

69 

73 

4 

73 

74 

69 

73 

5 

73 

74 

69 

74 

6 

73 

73 

70 

74 

7 

73 

73 

70 

74 

8 

71 

73 

70 

74 

'      9 

71 

.  73 

70 

74 

10 

71 

73 

71 

74 

11 

69 

73 

73 

74 

12 

69 

1 

73 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  260  06' 
12  m.— Latitude  25    25 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  25    34 


N. ;  longitude  370  5(y  W. 
N. ;  longitude  37  49  W. 
N. ;  longitude  37    30   W. 


S.  Doc.  59. 


247 


TempenUure  of  the  air  and  the  surface  u^er-— Continued. 

November  25. 


Hour. 

Air. 

1 
Water 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

surface. 

1 

« 

surface. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

72 

73 

1 

74 

74 

3 

72 

72 

2 

73 

74 

3 

72 

72 

3 

73 

73 

4 

72 

72     i 

4 

73 

73 

5 

72 

74 

5 

73 

73 

6 

72 

74 

6 

73 

73 

7 

72 

74 

7 

72 

74 

8 

73 

74 

8 

72 

74 

9 

73 

74 

9 

72 

74 

10 

73 

74 

10 

71 

74 

11 

74 

74 

11 

71 

74 

12 

73 

74     1 

1 

12 

71 

74 

4  a.  m.^Latitude  250  30'  N. ;  longitude  370  20^  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  25    30   N.  (  longitude  37    29    W. 

8  p.  m.— Utitude  25    25   N. ;  longitude  37    40    W. 

November  26. 


A.  M« 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

74 

1 

75 

74 

2 

73 

2 

75 

74 

3 

73 

3 

75 

74 

4 

73 

4 

73 

73 

5 

73 

5 

70 

73 

6 

73 

6 

70 

73 

7 

73 

7 

70 

73 

8 

73 

8 

70 

73 

9 

74 

9 

70 

73 

10 

73 

10 

70 

73 

11 

73 

11 

70 

73 

12 

72 

12 

70 

73 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  250  27'  N. ;  longitude  370  43'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  25    30   N. ;  longitude  37    42   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  25    32   N. ;  longitude  37    59   W. 

November  27. 


A.M. 

o 

0 

P.  M. 

0 

O 

1 

73 

1 

75 

2 

74 

2 

75 

3 

74 

3 

75 

4 

74 

4 

75 

5 

73 

5 

75 

6 

73 

6 

74 

7 

73 

7 

73 

73 

8 

74 

8 

73 

73 

9 

74 

9 

72 

73 

10 

74 

10 

72 

73 

11 

74 

11 

72 

73 

12 

74 

12 

72 

73 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  250  28' 

12  m.— Latitude  25    33 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  25    22 


N. ;  longitude  370  56'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  38  05  W. 
N. ;  longitude  37    31   W. 
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Temperature  o/tk:  air  and  the  surface  uw/cr— Continued. 

November  28. 


Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

1 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

■ur&ce. 

A.M. 

o 

O 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

72 

1 

79 

74 

2 

72 

2 

79 

74 

3 

72 

3 

79 

74 

4 

72 

4 

79 

74 

5 

71 

5 

77 

75 

G 

71 

G 

75 

75 

7 

71 

7 

75 

75 

0 

72 

8 

75 

75 

9 

73 

9 

73 

74 

10 

74 

10 

71 

•  74 

11 

75 

75 

11 

71 

74 

12 

75 

75 

12 

71 

74 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  250  10'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  25    05   N. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  24    57    N. 


loagitido  36^  5i'  W. 
longitude  36  18  W. 
lon!ritud3  35    43  W. 


November  29. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

O 

1 

73 

73 

1 

76 

75 

2 

73 

73 

2 

77 

75 

3 

73 

73 

3 

77 

75 

4 

73 

73 

4 

77 

75 

5 

73 

74 

5 

76 

75 

6 

73 

74 

6 

76 

75 

7 

73 

74 

7 

74 

74 

8 

73 

73 

8 

74 

74 

9 

73 

74 

9 

73 

74 

10 

73 

74 

10 

73 

74 

11 

75 

74 

11 

73 

74 

12 

75 

75 

12 

73 

74 

4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


Latifjda  2P 
-LUituJe2l 
■Latit  jdo  23 


46' 
27 
57 


N. ;  Ioa5itjd3  340  4y  W. 
N. ;  longitid3  33  59  W. 
N. ;  lonjituJe  33    2 J   W. 


November  30. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

71 

74 

1 

76 

77 

2 

71 

74 

2 

76 

77 

3 

7J 

73 

3 

77 

77 

4 

7.) 

73 

4 

73 

77 

5 

7J 

73 

5 

73 

77 

G 

7) 

73 

G 

73 

77 

7 

7a 

73 

7 

73 

77 

8 

74 

73 

8 

72 

76 

9 

75 

74 

9 

71 

75 

10 

75 

75 

10 

71 

75 

11 

75 

77 

11 

71 

75 

12 

75 

77 

12 

71 

75 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  230  4y 
12  m.— Latituds  23    41 
6  p.  m— Latitude  S3    41 


N.;  longitude  320  41'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  32  39  W. 
N. ;  longitude  32    39   W. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

December  L 


Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 

How. 

Air. 

Water 

Burfaco. 

■urliice. 

A.  H. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

O 

O 

1 

73 

75 

1 

78 

75 

2 

73 

75 

2 

78 

75 

3 

73 

75 

3 

79 

75 

4 

73 

75 

4 

79 

76 

5 

73 

75 

5 

77 

76 

6 

73 

75 

6 

75 

75 

7 

74 

75 

7 

71 

75 

8 

75 

77 

8 

71 

75 

9 

76 

77 

9 

71 

75 

10 

77 

77 

10 

71 

75 

11 

77 

77 

11 

70 

75 

12 

1 

77 

77 

12 

70 

75 

A.  M. 
1 
3 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


4  a.  in.- 

12  m.- 

8  p.  m.- 


-Utitade  230  20'  N. 
-Latitade  23  10  N. 
-LaUtude  23    17   N. 


longitude  320  25'  W. 
longitude  32  24  W. 
longitude  32    33   W. 


December  2. 


A.M. 

0 

o 

1 

70 

75 

2 

70 

75 

3 

70 

75 

4 

70 

75 

5 

71 

75 

G 

73 

75 

7 

74 

75 

8 

75 

75 

9 

76 

77 

10 

73 

75 

11 

73 

74 

12 

73 

74 

P.M. 

O 

o 

1 

76 

75 

2 

76 

75 

3 

78 

76 

4 

77 

75 

5 

•   75 

75 

6 

75 

75 

7 

75 

75 

8 

74 

75 

9 

73 

74 

10 

73 

74 

11 

73 

74 

12 

73 

74 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  230  ^2'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  23    2J   N. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  23    41   N. 


longitude  320  24'  W. 
longitude  32  15  W. 
longitude  32    05   W. 


December  3. 


P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

75 

75 

2 

75 

75 

3 

75 

75 

4 

76 

75 

5 

76 

75 

6 

76 

75 

7 

76 

75 

8 

76 

74 

9 

73 

75 

73 
73 
71 


75 
75 
75 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  240  04'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  24    09    N. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  23    46   N. 


longitude  320  24'  AV. 
longitude  32  13  W. 
longitude  31    53   W. 
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S.  Doc.  59. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  $urface  water — Continued. 

December  4. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

1 

Air. 

Water 

■urfkce. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

0 

o 

1 

72 

75 

1 

75 

75 

2 

72 

75 

2 

75 

75 

3 

71 

75 

3 

75 

75 

4 

71 

75 

4 

74 

75 

5 

73 

75 

5 

72 

75 

6 

73 

75 

6 

72 

74 

7 

74 

75 

7 

72 

74 

8 

75 

75 

8 

72 

74 

9 

75 

75 

9 

73 

75 

10 

75 

75 

10 

73 

75 

11 

76 

75 

11 

73 

75 

12 

76 

75 

12 

73 

75 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  23^  28' 

12  m.— Latitude  23    00 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  22    36 


N. ;  longitude  31o  23'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  30  48  W. 
N. ;  longitude  30    16  W. 


December  5. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  210  59^  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  21    30   N. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  20    58  M. 


longitude  290  39'  W. 
Jongitude  29  12  W. 
longitude  28    38   W. 


December  6. 


A.M. 

o 

1 

73 

2 

73 

3 

73 

4 

73 

5 

72 

6 

73     ! 

7 

75     1 

8 

75     , 

9 

73     , 

10 

73 

11 

73 

12 

73 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  20O  22*  N. ;  longitude  280  02*  W. 

12  m.—Latitude  20    02   N. ;  longitude  27    34   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  19    32   N. ;  longitude  26    45   W. 


A.M. 

0 

o 

P.M. 

0 

o 

1 

73 

75 

1 

76 

75 

2 

73 

75 

2 

76 

75 

3 

73 

75 

3 

76 

75 

4 

73 

75 

4 

76 

75 

5 

72 

75 

5 

76 

75 

6 

72 

75 

6 

75 

75 

7 

74 

75 

7 

74 

75 

8 

75 

75 

8 

73 

75 

9 

75 

75 

9 

73 

75 

10 

77 

75 

10 

72 

75 

11 

76 

75 

11 

72 

75 

12 

77 

75 

12 

72 

75 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

0 

75 

1 

76 

75 

75 

2 

76 

75 

75 

3 

75 

75 

75 

4 

75 

75 

75 

5 

75 

75 

75 

6 

75 

75 

75 

7 

73 

75 

75 

i      8 

73 

75 

75 

>      9 

72 

75 

75 

1     10 

72 

75 

75 

1     11 

72 

75 

75 

'     12 

1 

72 

75 

S.  Doc.  59. 


251 


Temperature  cf  the  air  and  the  surface  water — ^Continued. 

December  7. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
■ur&ce. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

O 

o 

1 

73 

75 

1 

77 

75 

3 

73 

75 

3 

75 

75 

3 

73 

75 

3 

75 

75 

4 

73 

75 

4 

75 

75 

5 

73 

75 

5 

75 

75 

6 

73 

75 

6 

74 

75 

7 

74 

75 

7 

73 

75 

8 

74 

75 

8 

73 

75 

9 

75 

75 

9 

73 

75 

10 

75 

75 

10 

73 

75 

11 

78 

75 

11 

73 

75 

13 

78 

75 

12 

73 

75 

4  a.  m.~Latitude  180  57'  N. ;  longitude  260  04'  W. 

13  m.— Latitude  18    39   N. ;  longitude  25    26   W. 

8  p.  m — Latitude  18    20   N.  ;  longitude  25    04   W. 

December  8. 


A.  M. 

o 

1 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

o 

i 

P.M. 

o 

o 

75 

1 

74 

75 

75 

3 

74 

75 

75 

!     3 

75 

75 

75 

4 

75 

75 

75 

5 

74 

75 

75 

7 

73 

75 

75 

73 

75 

75 

8 

73 

75 

75 

'     9 

73 

75 

75 

10 

73 

75  . 

75 

11 

73 

75 

75 

'     13 

1 

73 

75 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  170  45'  N. ;  longitude  340  18'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  17    53  N. ;  longitude  24    15   W. 

8  p.  m.— LatHude  17    36   N.  ;  longitude  23    33    W. 

December  9. 


A.  M. 

o 

1 
o 

1 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

73 

75 

1      1 

79 

75 

3 

73 

75 

2 

79 

75 

3 

73 

75 

3 

79 

75 

4 

73 

75     j 

4 

77 

75 

5 

73 

75 

5 

75 

75 

6 

73 

75     1 

1      6 

74 

75 

7 

73 

75 

1      7 

73 

74 

8 

74 

75    1 

8 

73 

74 

9 

75 

75     1 

9 

73 

74 

10 

76 

"^5     i 

10 

73 

75 

11 

77 

75 

11 

73 

74 

12 

78 

75 

12 

73 

74 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  170  37'  N. ;  longitude  230  36'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  18    23   N. ;  longitude  34    11   W. 

8  p.  m.^Latitude  18    47   N. ;  longitude  34    34  W. 


S.  Doc.  5a 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  mrfaet 

Decbmbbr  10. 


mr. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hoar. 

Air. 

•  M. 

o 

O 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

74 

75 

1 

76 

S 

74 

75 

2 

76 

3 

74 

75 

3 

76 

4 

74 

75 

4 

76 

5 

74 

75 

5 

75 

G 

74 

75 

6 

74 

7 

74 

75 

7 

74 

8 

75 

75 

8 

74 

9 

73 

75 

9 

71 

13 

73 

75 

10 

71 

11 

73 

75 

11 

71 

13 

75 

75 

12 

71 

4  a.  ID.— Latitude  180  \v  N. ;  lomrttude  930  56^  W. 

12  m.— Utitude  18    11   N. ;  lon^tudo  23    45   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  17    42  N. ;  longitude  23    10    W. 

December  11. 


A.  M. 

o 

O 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

71 

75 

1 

73 

2 

71 

75 

2 

73 

3 

71 

75 

3 

73 

4 

71 

75 

4 

73 

5 

71 

75 

5 

73 

6 

72 

75 

6 

73 

7 

73 

75 

7 

73 

8 

73 

75 

8 

73 

9 

73 

75 

9 

73 

•       10 

75 

75 

10 

73 

11 

75 

75 

11 

73 

12 

75 

75 

12 

73 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  170  49'  N. ;  longitude  230  11'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  17    27    N. ;  longitude  22    43  W. 

8  p.  m.—Latitude  16    52   N. ;  longitude  22    03  W. 

December  12. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

0 

1 

73 

75 

1 

7f 

2 

73 

75 

2 

T 

3 

3 

7 

4 

4 

7 

5 

5 

f 

6 

6 

' 

7 

7 

8 

74 

8 

9 

73 

9 

10 

73 

75 

10 

11 

73 

75 

11 

12 

75 

75 

12 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  160  24'  N. ;  longitude  210  29 

12  m.-^Latitude  15    58   N. ;  longitude  90    Sd 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  U   ^1  1( .  n  \oi^vtuda  90    S$ 


i' 


S.  Doc.  59. 

TaKftrolwrt  of  the  air  and  the  ivrface  water — Continued. 

December  13. 


2^ 


lour. 

Air. 

Water 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

surface. 

i 

surface. 

K»  M. 

O 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

O 

1 

73 

74 

1 

80 

75 

2 

72 

74 

2 

80 

75 

3 

72 

74 

3 

79 

75 

4 

72 

75 

4 

79 

75 

5 

72 

75 

5 

77 

75 

6 

72 

75 

6 

75 

75 

m 

73 

75 

7 

73 

74 

8 

73 

75 

8 

74 

9 

73 

75 

9 

74 

10 

74 

75 

10 

74 

U 

74 

75 

11 

71 

74 

12 

74 

75 

12                       71 

74 

4  a.  m.— Utitude  160  3-i'  N. ;  longitude  2liO  49'  W. 

12  in.— Latitude  16    29   N. ;  longitude  20    56   W. 

8  p.  m.— LAtitude  16    23   N. ;  longitude  20    54   W. 

Decembee  14. 

A.  M. 

! 
O                   !                     O 

P.  M. 

0 

o 

1 

71                       74           ! 

1 

76 

75 

2 

71                       74 

2 

76 

74 

3 

72           1            73 

3 

76 

74 

4 

72                       73 

4 

.76 

74 

m 

72                       74 

5 

75 

73 

G 

72           !            75 

6 

74 

73 

7 

74 

75 

7 

73 

74 

8 

75 

75 

8 

73 

73 

9 

76 

75 

9 

72 

73 

10 

77           !            75 

10 

71 

74 

11 

77                        75 

11 

71 

74 

12 

77 

75 

12 

71 

74 

— . 

4  a.  ra.— Utitude  16©  18'  N.;  longitude  20© 

35'  W. 

12  in.— Latitude  16    33   N. ;  longitude  20    54   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  16    58   N. ;  longitude  21    29    W. 

Decembeii  15. 

A.M. 

o 

1 1 

o       ;      p.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

71            i            74            '              1 

77 

74 

2 

71                        74 

2 

77 

74 

3 

71           .            74 

3 

77 

74 

4 

71                        74 

4 

76 

74 

5 

71 

74 

5 

76 

74 

G 

73 

73 

6 

76 

74 

7 

75 

73 

7 

74 

73 

8 

75 

73 

8 

73 

73 

9 

;        77 

73 

9 

73 

73 

10 

•  • 

77 

73 

10 

73 

75 

11 

4  a 

77 

74 

11 

73 

75 

13 

77 

74 

12 

73 

75 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  160  45'  N. ;  longitude  21o  16'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  17    00    N. ;  longitude  21    36    W. 

8  p.  in."Lat 

itudel6    37    N 

. ;  longitude  23 

03  W. 

% 


A 


m 


S.  Doc.  69. 


V  '■ 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  turner— Goirtiiliied* 

December  16. 


4  a.  m.- 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Utitade  150  05'  N. ;  longitude  230  33'  W. 
-Laiitado  15    03    N. ;  longitude  23    10  W 
-Porto  Praya. 


Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 

Hour. 

Air. 

Burfiice. 

1 

A«  M. 

0 

0 

P.  m. 

o 

1 

72 

75 

1 

77 

» 

2 

72 

74 

2 

77 

• 

3 

72 

75 

3 

75 

4 

72 

75 

4 

75 

5 

71 

74 

5 

73 

6 

71 

74 

6 

73 

7 

71 

74 

7 

76 

8 

75 

75 

8 

75 

9 

77 

75 

9 

74 

10 

77 

75 

10 

73 

11 

77 

75 

11 

73 

•w                _ 

12 

77 

75 

12 

73 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  150  37'  N. ;  longitude  210  51'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  15    07   N. ;  longitude  22 

00  W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  15    11   N. ;  longitude  22 

37   W. 

December  17. 

A.M. 

0 

o 

P.  m. 

0 

\ 

1 

73 

75 

1 

2 

73 

75 

2 

3 

73 

75 

3 

4 

•73 

75 

4 

« 

5 

71 

73 

5 

W 

:     6 

71 

73 

6 

•    7 

73 

73 

7 

8 

75 

73 

8 

9 

75 

73 

9 

^ 

10 

77 

73 

10 

^ 

11 

78 

73 

11 

12 

78 

73 

12 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  nirfa^e  water — Continued. 

PORTO  PRAYA. 


Dec.  18. 


4ft.  m... 
8ft.  a... 
Rood... 

IDdnfglit 


77 

n 

79 
79 
75 
78 


I 

^ 


Dec.  19. 


Q 

78 
75 

77 
77 

• 

76 
71 


I 


75 
75 
75 


Dec.  80. 


ia 


n 

78 
75 
77 
76 
71 


S 

^ 


75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 


Dec.  81. 


75 
75 
75 
77 
75 
78 


t 


^ 


9 

75 
75 
76 
75 
75 
75 


Dec.  88. 


is 


71 
78 
77 
77 
77 
78 


u 


75 
75 

•  • 

75 
75 
75 


Dec.  88. 


78 

n 

79 
79 
76 
78 


la 

s 


75 


75 
75 
75 


Deo.  84. 


78 
74 
79 
76 
76 
78 


Q 

75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 


Dec.  85. 


5 


78 
78 
79 
77 

77 
76 


75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 


PORTO  PRAYA— Continued. 


Dec 

.  86. 

Dec 

.87. 

Dec 

.  88. 

Dec 

.  89. 

Dec 

.  80. 

Dec. 

.81. 

JftO 

1.1. 

Jan 

t.  8. 

• 

5 

• 

1 

• 

1 

• 

• 

1 

• 

5 

• 

1 

i 

i 

• 

s 

• 

1 

i 

• 

1 

41.  B 

81.  B., . 

0 

78 
75 
79 
79 
76 
78 

• 

75 
75 
75 

•  • 

•  • 

0 

78 
74 
81 
79 
77 
78 

• 

75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 

0 

78 
78 
77 
77 
78 
78 

0 

75 
75 
76 
75 
75 
75 

0 

78 
75 

78 
78 

n 

74 

0 

75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 

9 

n 
75 

n 
77 

78 
71 

9 

75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 

0 

78 
78 
79 
88 
78 

n 

• 

75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 

9 

71 
78 
79 
81 
75 
78 

0 

75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 

9 

71 
78 
77 
77 
75 
78 

0 

75 
75 

Smb 

75 

4D.B 

75 

Sp^B 

75 

lOdDiiht. 

•  • 

M6 


S.  Doc.  69. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  mrface  tcater^— Contiuoed. 

January  3. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Wnter 

Hoar. 

Air. 

\ 

• 

surface. 

•t 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

72 

•  • 

1 

83 

2 

73 

•  • 

2 

83 

3 

74 

•  • 

3 

83 

4 

75 

•  • 

4 

82 

5 

75 

75 

5 

79 

6 

76 

•  • 

6 

77 

7 

77 

•  • 

7 

77 

8 

77 

75 

8 

77 

9 

78 

75 

9 

77 

10 

79 

75 

10 

76 

11 

79 

75 

11 

76 

12 

79 

75 

12 

75 

4  0.  ra. — Porto  Prayo. 

]2  m.— LAtitude  140  4C' 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  14    47 


N. ;  longitude  230  5G'  W. 
N.;  longitude  24    23   W. 


January  4. 


T' 


A.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
■     7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


75 
75 
75 
75 
73 
73 
75 
75 
77 
79 
81 
83 


75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 


4  a.  m.- 

12  m.. 

8  p.  m.- 


-Off  Fogo  island. 
-Off  Fogo  island, 
•Off  Fogo  island. 


.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

77 

75 

71? 

75 

75 

73 

73 


A.M. 

0 

1 

73 

2 

73 

3 

73 

4 

73 

5 

74 

6 

75 

7 

77 

8 

77 

9 

78 

10 

78 

11 

79 

4 

79 

75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 


January 


o 

75 
75 
75 
75 
75 


5. 


P.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


77 
77 
77 
77 
76 
76 
75 
75 
73 
73 
73 
73 


4  a.  m. — Off  Brava  island. 
12  m. — Off  Brava  island. 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  140  33'  N. ;  longitude  240  22'  W. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  atid  the  surface  uxUer — ^Continued- 

January  6. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.M. 

o 

o 

1 

71 

2 

71 

3 

4 

% 

74  ' 

5 

72 

6 

73 

7 

73 

8 

73 

73 

9 

73 

73 

10 

73 

74 

11     1 

75 

75 

12 

77 

75 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

P.  M. 

0 

0 

1 

75 

74 

2 

76 

74 

3 

76 

74 

4 

76 

75 

5 

76 

75 

6 

75 

75 

7 

75 

75 

8 

75 

75 

9 

75 

75 

10 

75 

75 

n 

75 

75 

12 

1 

75 

75 

4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Latitude  13©  38'  N. ;  longitude  230  38'  W. 

-latitude  13    01    N. ;  longitude  22    58  W. 

-Latitude  12    09   N. ;  longitude  22    25  W. 

January  7. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

74 

75 

1 

77 

75 

2 

74 

75 

!     .  2 

77 

77 

3 

74 

75 

j      3 

78 

77 

4 

74 

75 

>      4 

79 

77 

5 

74 

75 

1      5 

79 

77 

6 

75 

75 

6 

77 

77 

7 

75 

75 

7 

76 

76 

8 

77 

75 

8 

76 

76 

9 

76 

75 

9 

77 

76 

10 

77 

75 

10 

75 

77 

11 

77 

75 

11 

75 

77 

12 

77 

75 

12 

75 

77 

4  a.m.— Latitude  11©  19'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  10    37    N. 

8  p.  m.~Latitude    9    45   N. 


longitude  22©  02'  W. 
longitude  21  A3  W. 
longitude  21     22   W. 


January  8. 


A.  M. 

0 

1 

75 

2 

75 

3 

75 

4 

75 

5 

76 

6 

, 

77 

7 

1 

77 

8 

77 

9 

t 

80 

10 

73 

11 

73 

12 

73 

4 

a.  m 
12  m 

8 

p.  m 

o 

77 
77 

77 
77 
77 

77 
77 
78 
77 

78 
78 
78 


P.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
13 
12 


85 
85 
85 
83 
81 
81 
77 
75 
77 
77 
77 
1 1 


Latitude  90  05'  N.;  longitude  21©  (l,V  W. 
-latitude  8  43  N. ;  lonaitudo  'JO  .W  W. 
-latitude    7     59    N. ;  longitude  20    33   W. 


O 
79 
79 
79 
79 
78 
78 
77 
77 
78 
78 
78 
78 


22 


S.  Doc.  Bia^  '^^ 

Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  turface  water — CunlJnued  ' 
Jandabt  9. 


J^H... 

, 

H 

surface. 

• 

A.M. 
] 

76 

Tfl 

P.M. 

" 

3 

76 

7a 

2 

3 

76 

78 

m.   81 

.^^      4 

76 

78 

76 

78 

81 

77 

78 

IH  ^ 

77 

78 

-^W    8 

79 

78 

ao 

78 

79 

ID 

78 

79 

11 

79 

79 

^■.'^ 

as 

79 

77 

4  a.  m.— Latitude    7°  95'  N.  -,  longitude  SOO 

13  m.— Lalitude   7    15   N. ;  loogitode  30 
8  p.  m.— Utituda    6    47   N.  i  lonKituda  SO 


ir  w. 
n7  w. 
00  w. 


A.M. 

o 

1 

77 

79 

a 

77 

79 

3 

77 

79 

77 

79 

79 

79 

79 

79 

79 

79 

•>10 

83 

79 

1  11 

83 

8U 

■^   13 

as 

BO 

4  >.  m.— Latitude  6°  01'  N. ;  loogilude  190  iC  W. 
13  m.— Latitude  S  43  N.  i  longitude  19  37  W. 
8  p.  m.— Utituda   5    33   N. :  longitude  19    34   W. 


A.  H. 

1 

79 

79 

P.  M. 

1 

B3 

2 

79 

2 

3 

77 

79 

3 

4 

79 

4 

5 

77 

79 

S 

as 

79 

6 

84 

7 

77 

79 

83 

a 

79 

79 

8 

83 

.             9 

81 

79 

9 

81 

.     10 

81 

79 

10 

81 

Bl 

79 

'\ 

83 

79 

79 

-Lttilude    40  4b'  N.-,  laoEituda  190  SC  W. 
13  in.— Utitude    4    33  ^ . -,  \on«v\ii&«  \^   U  Vf. 
a  p.  B^-lAUtoda   4   ^  K.-.W^VoAa'^   %  *«. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

January  12. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.  M. 

o 

0 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

79 

1 

83 

80 

2 

78 

79 

2 

83 

81 

3 

77 

79 

3 

83 

81 

4 

76 

79 

4 

82 

81 

5 

77 

79 

5 

81 

81 

6 

77 

79 

6 

81 

79 

7 

77 

79 

7 

81 

80 

8 

77 

79 

8 

81 

80 

9 

79 

80 

9 

78 

81 

10 

79 

80 

10 

77 

81 

11 

81 

79 

11 

77 

80 

12 

81 

80 

12 

77 

80 

4  a.  m. 

12  ra. 

8  p.  m. 


-Latitude  40  07'  N. 
-Latitude  4  05  N. 
-Latitude  4    06    N. 


longitude  19©  14'  W. 
longitude  19  12  W. 
longitude  19     15   W. 


January  13. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

1 

79 

80 

1 

2 

79 

79 

2 

3 

79 

79 

3 

4 

79 

79 

4 

5 

•  • 

79 

5 

6 

•  • 

79 

6 

7 

•  ■ 

81? 

7 

8 

75 

81? 

8 

9 

75 

77 

9 

10 

75 

77 

10 

11 

75 

77     ! 

11 

12 

75 

77     j 

12 

4  a.  m.' 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Latitude  4©  08'  N. ;  longitude  190  18'  W. 
-Latitude  4  15  N. ;  longitude  19  19  W. 
-Latitude  4    12   N. ;  longitude  19    20   W. 

January  14. 


A.M. 

o 

1 

75 

2 

75 

3 

75 

4 

75 

5 

77 

6 

77 

7 

79 

8 

81 

9 

81 

10 

83 

11 

83 

12 

83 

79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  30  50' 

12  m.— Latitude  3    45 

8  p.  m. — Latitude  3    41 


N. ;  longitude  190  IS'  W. 
N.;  longitude  19    07    W 
N. ;  longitude  19    05  W. 


860 


S.  Doc.  59. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

January  15. 


M 


V/       Hour. 


V  .A 


?i 


t 


^«. 


A.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


A.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


Air. 


79 
79 
79 
79 

77 
77 
77 

77 
81 
86 

86 
87 


Water 
surface. 


80 
80 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
80 
80 
80 


Hour. 


P.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


Air. 


o 

87 
87 
85 
85 
85 
85 
81 
80 
81 
81 
81 
81 


4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  in. 


-Latitude  30  51' 
-Latitude  3  51 
-Latitude  3    45 


N. ;  longitude  19©  06'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  19  05  W. 
N. ;  longitude  19    02   W. 


January  16. 


80 
77 
77 

77 
78 
79 
81 
80 
81 
81 
81 
81 


80 
79 
79 
79 
79 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 


P.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


81 
81 
79 
78 
78 
77 
77 
77 
77 
77 
77 
77 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  3©  32'  N. 

12  ni.— Latitude  3    12    N. 

8  p.  ni.— Latitude  3    02   N. 


longitude  180  40'  W. 
longitude  18  35  W. 
longitude  lb    50   W. 


January  17. 


> 

A.M. 

0 

1 

77 

2 

77 

3 

77 

5 

77 

5 

77 

6 

78 

7 

78 

8 

78 

9 

80 

•  1 

83 
83 

83 

79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 


P.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

G 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


o 

84 
85 
86 
86 
85 
84 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  ^o  0^'  ^ .  -,  Xoxy^^wm^?^  \tf>  '^►T  W, 
12 m.— Laiiludc  3    ii^  1^ . \  Wvi^xy^A^ \^   ^  NR. 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  3    W>  ^ .  \  Xoi^^vV^^^  \^  ^^  ^ 


o 

81 

81 

61 

81 

83 

83 

81 

79 

80 

80 

80 

89 


79 

79 

79 

79 

80 

79 

80 

80 

80 

79 

79 

79 


0 

81 
81 
81 

82 

81 

81 

81 

81 

81 

81 
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Temperature  of  the  air  aiid  the  surface  water- 

January  18. 


• — ^Continued. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water    i 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

0 

0 

1 

79 

80 

1 

84 

81 

2 

79 

80 

2 

83 

81 

3 

77 

80 

3 

83 

81 

4 

77 

80 

4 

81 

81 

5 

78 

80 

5 

81 

81 

6 

78 

80 

6 

81 

82 

7 

79 

79 

7 

80 

80 

8 

82 

80 

8 

80 

80 

9 

83 

80 

9 

79 

81 

10 

83 

80 

10 

79 

80 

11 

83 

80 

11 

78 

80 

12 

84 

80 

12 

77 

80 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  30  00' 

12  m.— Latitude  2    42 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  2    34 


N.  ;  longitude  18©  43'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  19  07  W. 
N. ;  longitude  19    27   W. 


January  19. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

79 

80 

1 

83 

80 

2 

79 

80 

2 

83 

80 

3 

79 

79 

3 

83 

80 

4 

79 

79 

4 

82 

80 

5 

78 

79 

5 

82 

80 

6 

79 

79 

6 

81 

80 

7 

80 

79 

7 

81 

79 

8 

81 

80 

8 

79 

80 

9 

83 

80 

9 

79 

80 

10 

82 

80 

10 

79 

80 

11 

82 

80 

11 

70 

80 

12 

82 

80 

12 

79 

80 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  20  20'  N. ;  longitude  190  51'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  2     15    N. ;  longitude  20     11    W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  1    50    N. ;  longitude  20     14   W. 


• 

January  20. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

0 

o 

1 

79 

79 

1 

82 

79 

2 

78 

79 

2 

82 

79 

3 

78 

79 

3 

82 

79 

4 

78 

79 

4 

82 

79 

5 

78 

79 

5 

81 

79 

6 

78 

79 

6 

81 

79 

7 

79 

79 

7 

80 

79 

8 

81 

79 

8 

79 

80 

9 

82 

79 

9 

79 

79 

10 

83 

80 

10 

78 

79 

U 

83 

80 

11 

77 

79 

12 

83 

80 

12 

77 

79 

4  a.  m.- 

-Latitudo  lo  34'  N. ;  longitude  20©  51'  W. 

12  m.- 

— Latitude  0  40  N. ;  longitude  21  29  W. 

8  p.  m.- 

-La 

titudeO  21  N 

. ;  longitude  21 

48  W. 

f- 


•.r-x 


S.  Doc.  59. 

Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  toater — Continued. 

Januaut  21. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

i    Hour. 

Air. 

-^ 

". 

surface. 

1 

8*^ 

A.M. 

o 

0 

P.M. 

o 

1 

79 

79 

1 

81 

2 

79 

79 

2 

81 

3 

79 

79 

3 

81 

4 

78 

79 

4 

81 

5 

78 

79 

5 

81 

6 

78 

79 

6 

81 

7 

78 

78 

7 

80 

8 

79 

78 

;      8 

80 

9 

81 

78 

i      9 

79 

10 

83 

78 

i     10 

79 

11 

83 

78 

!    11 

79 

12 

83 

79 

12 

i 

79 

4  a.  m.- 

12  m.- 

8  p.  m.- 


-Latitude  OO  05'  S. 
-Latitude  0  34  S. 
-Latitude  1     14   S. 


longitude  220  26'  W. 
longitude  22  48  W. 
longitude  23    01    W. 


January  22. 


4  a.  m.- 

12  m. 

8  p.  m.- 


-Latitude  20  01'  S. 
-Latitude  2  28  S. 
-Latitude  2     57    S. 


longitude  230  20*  W. 
longitude  23  41  W. 
longitude  24    00  W. 


January  23. 


A.  M. 

o 

1 

79 

2 

79 

3 

79 

/   4 

79 

'5 

77 

6 

78 

7 

79 

8 

79 

9 

79 

10 

81 

.  11 

83 

19 

83 

78 
78 
78 
78 
78 
78 
78 
78 
78 
78 
79 
79 


I 


P.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  30  40'  S. ;  longitude  240  36'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  4    06   S. ;  longitude  24    59  W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  4    43  S. ;  longitude  95    14   W. 


'Titer 


79 
79 
79 
79 

78 
78 
79 
78 
79 
78 
78 
78 


V 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  sujface  water — Continued. 

January  24. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.  M. 

o 

O 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

78 

1 

80 

78 

2 

78 

78 

2 

80 

78 

3 

78 

78 

3 

81 

78 

4 

78 

78 

4 

81 

78 

5 

78 

78 

5 

81 

78 

6 

78 

78 

6 

80 

78 

7 

78 

78 

7 

79 

78 

8 

78 

78 

8 

79 

78 

9 

81 

78 

9 

77 

78 

10 

83 

78 

10 

77 

78 

11 

83 

78 

11 

77 

78 

12 

83 

78 

12 

77 

78 

4  a.  m.- 
12  m.- 

8  p.  ID." 


-Latitude  50  20'  S. 
-LAtitade5  42  S. 
-LAtitude  6    18  S. 


longitude  250  31'  W. 
longitude  25  46  W. 
lonaitade25    49   W. 


January  25. 


A.  M. 

0 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

78 

1 

83 

79 

2 

78 

78 

2 

83 

79 

3 

78 

78 

3 

83 

79 

4 

78 

78 

4 

82 

79 

5 

78 

77 

5 

80 

79 

6 

78 

78 

6 

80 

79 

7 

79 

78 

7 

78 

78 

8 

79 

78 

8 

79 

78 

9 

82 

78 

9 

79 

78 

10 

84 

78 

10 

79 

78 

11 

83 

78 

11 

78 

78 

12 

83 

78 

12 

78 

78 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  60  53' 

12  m.— Latitude  7    00 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  6    21 


S.; 
S.; 
S.t 


longitude  250  47'  W. 
longitude  25  44  W. 
longitude  25    23  W. 


January  26. 


a.  m» 

o 

0 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

77 

78 

1 

83 

79 

2 

77 

78 

2 

83 

79 

3 

77 

78 

3 

82 

79 

4 

77 

78 

4 

82 

79 

5 

78 

78 

5 

81 

79 

6 

79 

78 

6 

81 

78 

7 

79 

78 

7 

80 

78 

8 

81 

78 

8 

80 

78 

9 

82 

79 

9 

80 

78 

10 

83 

79 

10 

79 

77 

11 

83 

79 

11 

79 

77 

12 

83 

79 

12 

79 

tr 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  50  49'  S. 

12  m.— Latitude  5    10   S. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  4    43   S. 


longitude  250  06'  W. 
longitude  24  41  W. 
longitude  24    13   W 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  toater — Continijed. 

January  27. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

r 

Air. 

Water 

surface. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

78 

1 

84 

80 

2 

78 

78 

2 

84 

80 

3 

78 

78 

3 

84 

80 

4 

78 

78 

4 

84 

79 

5 

78 

78 

5 

83 

79 

6 

79 

78 

6 

83 

79 

7 

82 

78 

7 

84 

79 

8 

83 

78 

8 

81 

79 

9 

84 

79 

9 

80 

79 

10 

87 

79 

10 

80 

79 

11 

87 

79 

11 

80 

79 

12 

87 

79 

12 

i 

80 

79 

4  a.  ni.— Latitude  4°  19'  S  ;  longitude  24°  05'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  4     12 'S.  ;  longitude  24    05   W. 

8  p.  ra.— Latitude  4    35    S.;-,  longitude  24    03   W. 

January  28. 


A.M. 

o 

O 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

78 

1 

88 

79 

2 

80 

78 

2 

88 

79 

3 

80 

78 

3 

88 

79 

4 

80 

78 

4 

86 

79 

5 

80 

79 

5 

84 

79 

6 

81 

78 

6 

83 

79 

7 

82 

78 

7 

82 

79 

8 

83 

78 

8 

82 

79 

9 

84 

79 

9 

82 

79 

10 

86 

79 

10 

82 

78 

11 

87 

79 

11 

81 

78 

12 

88 

79 

1? 

80 

78 

4  a.  m.- 

12  in.- 

8  p.  m.- 


-Latitude  5°  11' 
-Latitude  4    37 
-Latitude  4    09 


S.  ;  longitude  24°  19'  W. 
S.  ;  longitude  23  49  W. 
S.  ;  longitude  23    21    W. 


January  29. 


4  a.  m.— -Latitude  3°  44'  S. 

12  m.—Latitude  3    33   S. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  3    17    S. 


longitude  23°  03'  W. 
longitude  22  41  W. 
longitude  22    07   W. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

78 

1 

89 

80 

2 

79 

79 

2 

89 

80 

3 

80 

79 

3 

89 

80 

4 

80 

79 

4 

86 

80 

5 

80 

78 

5 

84 

79 

6 

81 

78 

6 

83 

79 

7 

82 

78 

7 

82 

79 

8 

83 

78 

8 

82 

79 

9 

84 

78 

9 

82 

79 

10 

86 

79 

10 

81 

79 

11 

88 

79 

11 

81 

79 

■  12 

90 

79 

12 

82 

79 

> 

.« 


S.  Doc  69. 


S65 


Ta^/emture  of  the  air  and  the  mrface  water — Contiuaed. 

Januart  30. 


P. 

Air. 

Water 
■urlmce. 

! 

Hour. 

1 

Air. 

Water 
aurfaoe. 

1 

• 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

83 

79 

1 

90 

79 

82 

79 

2 

90 

79 

81 

79 

3 

90 

80 

1 

80 

79 

4 

88 

80 

81 

79 

5 

86 

79 

80 

78 

6 

84 

•  ■ 

82 

78 

7 

82 

79 

84 

79 

8 

82 

80 

86 

79 

9 

80 

79 

87 

79 

10 

80 

79 

87 

80 

11 

80 

79 

88 

80 

12 

80 

79 

4  a.  m.— LAtittide    dP  02*  S. ;  longitude  2lO  44'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude    2    52    S. ;  longitude  21    00    W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude   2    44    S. ;  longitude  20    44    W. 


January  31. 

o 

1 

o 

p.  M. 

o 

O 

80 

' 

79 

1 

87 

80 

80 

79 

2 

1 

88 

80 

80 

79 

3 

87 

80 

80 

79 

4 

84 

80 

80 

79 

5 

86 

80 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

84 

80 

82 

79 

7 

84 

79 

82 

79 

8 

82 

79 

82 

79 

9 

81 

79 

84 

1 

79 

10 

1 

81 

79 

86 

79 

i    11 

i 

81 

79 

87 

1 
1 

79 

20  28' 

12 

20O  49' 

80 
W. 

7!) 

4  a.  m.- 

—Latitude 

S. ;  longitude 

12  m.- 

—Latitude 

2  34 

S. ;  longitude  20 

46 

w. 

8  p.  m.- 

—Latitude 

2  Id 

S. ;  longitude 

20 

38 

w. 

February  1. 

• 

o 

1 

o 

P.  M. 

• 

o 

o 

80 

79 

1 

90 

80 

80 

1 

79 

o 

90 

80 

80 

1 
t 

79 

3 

89 

80 

78 

79 

1      4 

87 

80 

79 

i 

79 

!      5 

85 

79 

80 

1 

79 

6 

, 

84 

79 

80 

1 

79 

j-      7 

1 

83 

79 

83 

1 

79 

'      8 

82 

79 

85 

1 

80 

1      i> 

82 

79 

87 

80 

10 

82 

79 

88 

80 

i!        11 

1 

82 

79 

88 

t 
1 
1 

80 

1 

1     12 

1 
1 

82 

79 

4  a.  m.— Latitude   20  07'  S. ;  longitude  20P  39'  W. 

Jj^m.-^LMtJtude    Q    (M)   S. ;  hagiiode  20    33    W. 

Sp.  m.^LMti'tade   1    41    S. ;  hagiiudo  20    00   W. 
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Temperature  of  Ike  air  and  tke  surface  loater — Continued. 

February  2. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

79 

2 

80 

79 

3 

80 

79 

4 

80 

79 

5 

80 

79 

6 

80 

79 

7 

82 

79 

8 

83 

79 

9 

84 

79 

10 

67 

79 

11 

87 

79 

12 

87 

79 

4  a.  m.- 

12  m.- 

8  p.  m.- 


-Latitude 
^Latitude 
-Latitude 


lo  21'  S. ;  longitude  190  54'  W. 
1  07  S. ;  longitude  19  28  W. 
0    56   S. ;  longitude  19     10    W. 

February  3. 


4  a.  m. — Latitude 

12  m. — Latitude 

8  p.  m. — Latitude 


OO  00*  ;  longitude  180  59*  W. 
0  18  N.;  longitude  18  41  W. 
0    19   N. ;  longitude  18    42  W. 

February  4. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude    QO  3? 

12  m.— Latitude    U    23 

8  p.  m.— Latitude    0    13 


N. ;  longitude  18©  38^  W. 
N.;  longitude  18  44  W. 
N. ;  longitude  18    48    W. 


( 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

P.  M. 

o 

O 

1 

83 

79 

2 

83 

79 

3 

84 

79 

4 

84 

79 

5 

83 

78 

6 

83 

78 

7 

81 

77 

8 

81 

77 

9 

81 

78 

10 

80 

78 

11 

80 

78 

12 

80 

78 

A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

78 

1 

87 

79 

2 

80 

77 

2 

87 

79 

3 

80 

77 

3 

87 

79 

4 

80 

77 

4 

86 

79 

5 

80 

77 

5 

85 

79 

6 

86 

78 

6 

85 

79 

7 

81 

78 

7 

82 

79 

8 

81 

78 

8 

82 

79 

9 

84 

79 

9 

82 

79 

10 

86 

79 

10 

82 

79 

11 

87 

79 

11 

82 

79 

12 

87 

79 

12 

82 

79 

A.M. 

n 

0 

0 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

81 

79 

1 

85 

80 

2 

81 

79 

2 

86 

80 

3 

81 

79 

3 

86 

80 

4 

81 

79 

4 

86 

79 

5 

80 

79 

5 

86 

79 

6 

80 

79 

6 

83 

80 

7 

83 

79 

7 

80 

79 

8 

85 

79 

8 

80 

79 

9 

86 

79 

9 

80 

79 

10 

86 

79 

10 

80 

79 

11 

88 

79 

11 

60 

79 

12 

86 

79 

12 

80 

79 
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TempercUure  of  the  air  and  the  surface  vxiter — Continued. 

February  5. 


4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Latitude  QO  30'  N. 
-Latitude  0  46  N. 
-Latitude  0    52   N. 


longitude  180  45'  W. 
longitude  18  32  W. 
longitude  18    27   W. 


February  6. 


4  a.  ID. — ^Latitude  QO  55' 

12  m.— Latitude  1    00 

8  p.  m. — ^Latitude  1    10 


N. ;  longitude  180  17'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  18  04  W. 
N. ;  longitude  17    33   W. 


February  7. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  1©  35'  N. ;  longitude  17©  05'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  1    58   N. ;  longitude  16    36   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  2    09   N. ;  longitude  16    19   W. 


Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

1 

Houi. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

P.  M. 

o 

0 

1 

80 

79 

1 

86 

80 

2 

80 

79 

2 

86 

80 

3 

80 

79 

3 

87 

80 

4 

80 

79 

4 

87 

79 

5 

80 

79 

5 

85 

79 

6 

80 

79 

6 

84 

79 

7 

81 

79 

7 

83 

79 

8 

82 

78 

8 

82 

79 

9 

84 

79 

9 

82 

79 

10 

85 

79 

10 

82 

79 

11 

86 

79 

11 

82 

79 

12 

86 

79 

I     12 

i 

82 

79 

A.M. 

o 

o 

1 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

81 

79 

1      1 

86 

80 

2 

81 

79 

2 

86 

80 

3 

80 

79 

3 

86 

81 

4 

60 

79 

4 

85 

80 

5 

79 

79 

1      5 

84 

80 

6 

79 

79 

i      6 

83 

80 

7 

80 

79 

i    7 

82 

80 

8 

80 

79 

8 

82 

80 

9 

82 

79 

!    9 

82 

80 

10 

84 

79 

10 

82 

80 

11 

85 

79 

11 

82 

80 

12 

86 

79 

12 

82 

80 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

82 

80 

1 

88 

81 

2 

82 

79 

2 

88 

81 

3 

82 

79 

3 

88 

81 

4 

82 

79 

4 

86 

81 

5 

82 

79 

5 

86 

80 

6 

82 

80 

6 

85 

80 

7 

82 

80 

7 

84 

80 

8 

84 

80 

8 

83 

80 

9 

84 

80 

9 

82 

80 

10 

87 

80 

10 

81 

80 

11 

88 

80 

11 

79 

80 

12 

89 

80 

12 

81 

80 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

February  8. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

82 

80 

1 

86 

82 

2 

82 

80 

2 

90 

82 

3 

82 

80 

3 

91 

82 

4 

82 

80 

4 

90 

82 

5 

81 

79 

5 

89 

82 

6 

81 

80 

6 

87 

81 

7 

84 

80 

7 

84 

81 

8 

85 

79 

8 

84 

81 

9 

85 

79 

9 

82 

81 

10 

86 

80 

10 

82 

81 

11 

86 

81 

11 

82 

81 

12 

87 

81 

12 

82 

81 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  2°  11'  N.  ;  longitude  16**  12'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  2    07    N.  ;  longitude  16     13    W. 

8  p.  ra.— Latitude  2    08   N. ;  longitude  16    05    W. 

February  9. 


P.M. 

o 

o 

A.M. 

o 

o 

1 

82 

81 

1 

92 

81 

2 

82 

80 

2 

93 

81 

3 

82 

80 

3 

94 

82 

4 

82 

79 

4 

93 

82 

5 

82 

80 

5 

91 

85 

6 

82 

80 

6 

90 

83 

* 

7 

83 

80 

7 

87 

83 

8 

85 

80 

8 

86 

82 

9 

88 

80 

9 

84 

81 

10 

92 

81 

10 

84 

81 

11 

90 

80 

11 

83 

81 

12 

90 

80 

12 

84 

81 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  2°  15'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  2    18   N. 

8  p.  m. — Latitude  2    16   N. 


longitude  Id*"  45' 
longitude  15  44 
longitude  15    42 


W. 
W. 

w. 


February  10. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

84 

81 

1 

90 

83 

2 

84 

81 

2 

90 

83 

3 

84 

81 

3 

90 

83 

4 

84 

81 

4 

90 

82 

5 

83 

81 

5 

88 

81 

6 

83 

81 

6 

86 

81 

7 

84 

81 

7 

85 

81 

8 

84 

81 

6 

85 

81 

9 

86 

81 

9 

83 

80 

10 

87 

81 

10 

82 

80 

11 

88 

81 

11 

82 

80 

12 

89 

81 

12 

81 

80 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  20  16'  N.  ;  longitude  150  33'  W. 

12  m.— Lititude  2    07    N. ;  longitude  15     17    W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  1    59   N. ;  longitude  14    45   W. 


J    • 
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^mfemtftre  <f  the  air  and  the  surface  toater — Continued. 

February  11. 


Air. 

Water 
8ur&co. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

Bur&ce. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

O 

82 

79 

1 

82 

82 

82 

79 

2 

82 

82 

82 

79  • 

3 

82 

82 

82 

79 

4 

86 

81 

82 

80 

5 

86 

81 

83 

80 

6 

86 

81 

84 

80 

7 

84 

81 

85 

81 

8 

84 

81      .-J  W-. 

85 

80 

9 

82 

81   ..;v  .' 

85 

81 

10 

82 

81  • 

87 

82 

11 

82 

81  -.., 

88 

82 

12 

82 

81  **' 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  lO  59'  N. ;  longitude  140  50'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  1    48  N. ;  longitude  15    01   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  1    41    N. ;  longitude  15    23   W. 

February  12. 


o 

82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
83 
86 
88 
88 
88 
88 


o 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  lo  28'  N. ;  longitude  15©  58'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  0    55   N. ;  longitude  16    22   W. 

8  p.  m.^Latitude  0     15   N. ;  longitude  16    41    W. 

February  13. 


o 

o 

82 

79 

82 

79 

82 

79 

82 

79 

82 

81 

82 

80 

82 

79 

85 

80 

86 

79 

88 

79 

88 

80 

88 

79 

P.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

() 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


83 
84 
85 
84 
84 
84 
83 
82 
78 
78 
79 
80 


P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

87 

81 

2 

86 

81 

3 

86 

81 

4 

86 

81 

5 

84 

80 

6 

84 

80 

7 

83 

81 

8 

83 

80 

9 

82 

79 

10 

82 

79 

11 

82 

79 

12 

82 

79 

79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 

?l 

79 
79 

78 
79 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  OO  )7'  S. ;  longitude  IfP  59'  W. 

J2 m.—lAitnude  0    26    S. ;  longitude  17    30    W. 

Sp.  m.^LatUudeO    33    S. ;  longitude  17     50   W. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — ^Continued. 

February  14. 


A.M. 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

G 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


A.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

80 

2 

80 

80 

3 

80 

80 

4 

79 

80 

5 

80 

79 

6 

7 

80 

78 

8 

84 

9 

83 

10 

85 

11 

87 

12 

87 

79 
79 
79 

80 
80 


r 

Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 

e.   : 

sur&ce. 

P.M. 

0 

o 

1 

87 

80 

2 

87 

80 

3 

87 

80 

4 

80 

79 

5 

79 

78 

6 

80 

79 

1 

7 

78 

79 

8 

78 

78 

9 

78 

79 

10 

78 

79 

U 

78 

79 

12 

78 

79 

4  a.  ra.— Latitude  OO  4G'  S. 

12  m.— Latitude  0    33    S. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  0    22   S. 


longitude  18©  36'  W. 
longitude  19  02  W. 
longitude  19    07   W. 


February  15. 


76 
76 
76 
76 
76 
76 
78 
77 
77 
79 
79 
82 


o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

79 

1 

85 

80 

79 

2 

85 

80 

79 

3 

84 

80 

79 

4 

87 

80 

78 

5 

87 

80 

78 

6 

86 

79 

78 

7 

83' 

79 

80 

8 

81 

79 

79 

9 

80 

79 

79 

10 

80 

79 

79 

11 

80 

79 

79 

12 

80 

79 

4  a.  ra.— Latitude  OO  38' 

12  m.— Latitude  0    38 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  0    26 


S.  ;  longitude  180  57'  W. 
S.  ;  longitude  18  59  W. 
S. ;  longitude  19    13   W. 


February  16. 


79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
78 
78 
78 
79 
79 


P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

87 

80 

2 

87 

80 

3 

86 

80 

4 

86 

80 

5 

86 

80 

6 

83 

79 

7 

82 

79 

8 

82 

79 

9 

82 

78 

10 

82 

79 

11 

82 

79 

12 

82 

79 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  OO  30'  S. ;  longitude  20O  09'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  0    27    S. ;  longitude  20    51    W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  0    24   S. ;  longitude  21     18   W. 


S.  Pot.  59. 
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^ 


TmpenUwre  rftke  air  and  the  surface  xcalcr — Continued. 

February  17. 


floor. 


1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


Air. 

Water 
■arface. 

o 

o 

82 

79 

82 

79 

81 

79 

80 

79 

80 

79 

80 

78 

80 

78 

82 

78 

84 

79 

85 

79   . 

85 

79 

84 

78 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

furface. 

P  M. 

o 

o 

1 

85 

79 

2 

85 

79 

3 

85 

79 

4 

85 

79 

5 

85 

79 

6 

84 

79 

7 

82 

79 

8 

82 

79 

9 

82 

79 

10 

82 

79 

11 

82 

79 

12 

82 

79 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  O"*  19'  S. ;  longitude  22''  06'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  0    25   S.  ;  longitude  22    27   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  0    50   S. ;  longitude  22    52  W. 

February  18. 


Hour. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
82 
84 
86 


90 


78 
78 
78 
78 
78 
79 
78 
78 
78 


79 


i: 


4  a«  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Latitude  0?  52' 
-Utitade  1    01 
-Latitude  0    57 


S. 
S. 

s. 


P.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


longitude  23°  00'  W. 
longitude  23  18  W. 
longitude  23    27   W. 


_  — 

o 

o 

91 

80 

92 

81 

92 

80 

90 

79 

90 

79 

88 

79 

84 

79 

82 

79 

82 

79 

82 

79 

82 

79 

81 

79 

February  19. 


A.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

I 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 


o 

o 

'     81 

78 

!     81 

79 

80 

79 

81 

VJ 

81 

79 

81 

79 

83 

79 

84 

79 

86 

79 

86 

79 

86 

79 

86 

79 

P.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


85 
84 
85 
86 
86 
85 
•  • 
82 
82 
82 
82 
81 


4  a.  m.—Latitudc  1°  14'  S. ;  longitude  24°  09'  W. 

IS  m,— Latitude  1    43  8. ;  longitude  24    S9   W. 

^jK  m.—Latitude  1    49  S. ;  ioi^tud©  24    53  W. 


79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 

•  • 

79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued- 

February  20. 


Hour. 


A.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
lU 
11 
12 


Air. 


Water 
surface. 


Hour. 


Air. 


P.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


85 
85 

as 

85 
85 
84 
82 
82 
82 
82 
81 
81 


4  a.  m.- 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Latitude  20  09'  S. 
-Latitude  2  37  S. 
-Latitude  2    51    S. 


longitude  25©  58'^ W. 
longitude  26  48  W. 
longitude  27    34  W. 


February  21. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  30  06'  S. 

12  m.— Latitude  3     14    S. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  3     43    S. 


longitude  280  37'  W. 
longitude  29  09  W. 
longitude  29    44   W. 


Water 
surface. 


80 
80 
80 
80 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

1    o 

1 

80 

79 

1 

90 

1    79 

2 

80 

79 

2 

90 

79 

3 

80 

79 

3 

88 

80 

4 

80 

79 

4 

85 

80 

5 

HI 

79 

5 

90 

80 

6 

80 

79 

6 

85 

81 

7 

80 

79 

7 

83 

80 

8 

H4 

79 

8 

82 

80 

9 

85 

79 

9 

81 

79 

10 

88 

79 

10     1 

81 

79 

11 

89 

79 

11       ! 

81 

79 

12 

90 

79 

12     i 

1 

80 

79 

February  22. 


A.M. 

o 

1 

81 

2 

81 

3 

80 

4 

80 

5 

81 

6 

82 

7 

83 

8 

82 

9 

84 

10 

85 

11 

86 

12 

86 

79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
81) 
79 
80 
8!l 
80 


4  a.  m. — Latitude  30 
12  m. — Latitude  3 
8  p.  m. — Latitude  3 


P.  M. 

1 
2 
3 
4 

5 

6 

I 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


o 

85 
85 
86 
84 
83 
83 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 


S.T  S.;  lonjLritude  30O  36'  W. 
45  S. ;  longitude  31  2fc^  W. 
50    S. ;  longitude  31     44    W. 


O 

80 

80 

80 

80 

80 

81) 

79 

79 

79 

79 

79 

79 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

February  23. 


Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

■urface. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

0 

1 

78 

79 

1 

84 

81 

2 

78 

79 

-    2» 

86 

81 

3 

78 

79 

3 

86 

81 

4 

78 

79 

4 

85 

80 

5 

78 

79 

5 

85 

79 

6 

78 

79 

6 

85 

79 

7 

79 

79 

7 

82 

79 

8 

80 

79 

8 

82 

9 

80 

79 

9 

81 

10 

80 

79 

10 

81 

11 

82 

79 

U 

81 

13 

82 

79           1 

i 

12 

1 

81 

A.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
13 


4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m- 


-Latitude 
-Latitude 
-Latitude 


30  32' 
3  35 
3    48 


S. 
S. 

s. 


longitude  31°  43'  W. 
longitude  31  45  W. 
longitude  32    07   W. 


February  24. 


80 

80 
80 
80 
81 
83 
83 
84 
86 
86 
86 
86 


79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
8U 
80 


P.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


88 
88 
88 
88 
87 
87 
87 
86 
84 
82 
82 
82 


4  a.  m. — Fernando  de  Noronha. 

12  m. — Fernando  de  Noronha. 

8  p.  m. — Fernando  de  Noronha. 

February  25. 


A.  M. 

1 

o                        o            1 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

82 

79 

1 

88 

•  • 

2 

82 

79          ii 

2 

88 

•  • 

3 

80 

79           '! 

3 

88 

81 

4 

1 

80                       79           1, 

4 

87 

81 

5 

82         '          ..          ; 

5 

86 

81 

6 

82           i            79           !i 

6 

as 

81 

7 

83 

•1 

•  • 

7 

82 

81 

8 

84 

79 

8 

82 

81 

9 

86                        ..            1 

9 

82 

•  • 

10 

88                        80 

10 

82 

79 

11 

8H                 ..        ;' 

11 

82            1 

«  • 

12 

88                              HI               ;l 

i 

12 

82           1 

1 

•  • 

-       -—  -.                     * 

4  a. 
12 

m. — Fernando  de  Noronha. 
in. — Fernando  de  Noronha. 

8  p. 

m. — Fen 

lando  de  Noronha. 

23 
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S.  Doc.  59. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued- 

February  26. 


Hour. 

Air. 

1 
Water 

surface.   < 

1 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
sorfiLce. 

A.M. 

o 

1 
°     1 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

82 

80     1 

1 

82 

80 

2 

81 

79     ! 

2 

82 

80 

3 

80 

79 

3 

78 

•  • 

4 

80 

79 

4 

78 

•  • 

5 

80 

80 

5 

77 

•  • 

6 

82 

80 

6 

76 

79 

7 

85 

80 

7 

78 

•  • 

8 

87 

80 

8 

77 

79 

9 

89 

•  •         1 

9 

77 

79 

10 

90 

81 

10 

78 

80 

11 

89 

81* 

11 

78 

80 

12 

89 

81     1 

12 

78 

80 

4  a.  m. — Fernando  de  Noronha. 

12  m. — Fernando  de  Noronha. 

8  p.  m. — Fernando  de  Noronha. 

February  27. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

•  * 

1 

85 

81 

2 

78 

79 

2 

87 

81 

3 

78 

•  • 

3 

87 

81 

4 

78 

79 

4 

86 

79 

5 

80 

•  • 

5 

85 

79 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

85 

80 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

83 

80 

8 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

83 

80 

9 

85 

80 

9 

80 

81 

10 

86 

80 

10 

79 

79 

U 

87 

80 

11 

79 

79 

12 

88 

80 

12 

79 

79 

4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Fernando  de  Noronha. 

-Off  Fernando  de  Noronha. 

-Latitude  3©  59'  S. ;  longitude  320  33'  W. 

February  28. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

79 

•  1 

78 

79 

2 

78 

79 

2 

80 

79 

3 

78 

79 

3 

80 

79 

4 

77 

79 

4 

80 

79 

5 

77 

79 

5 

80 

79 

6 

77 

79 

6 

80 

79 

7 

78 

79 

7 

82 

79 

8 

78 

80 

8 

82 

79 

9 

78 

79 

9 

80 

79 

10 

79 

79 

10 

80 

79 

11 

78 

79 

11 

80 

79 

12 

78 

79 

12 

81 

79 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  40  15'  S. 

12  m.— Latitude  4    30    S. 

8  p.  m.^Latitude  4    42    S. 


longitude  320  45'  W. 
longitude  32  37  W. 
longitude  32    46   W. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  turface  water — Continued* 

February  29. 


Hoor. 

Air. 

Water 
■uHace. 

Hour. 

1 

Air. 

Water 
■ur&ce. 

A.M. 

o 

o 

1 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

81 

79 

i      1 

84 

80 

2 

81 

79 

2 

84 

80 

3 

81 

79 

3 

84 

80 

4 

81 

79 

4 

85 

80  ~ 

5 

83 

79 

i<      5 

85 

80 

6 

83 

79 

6 

84 

80 

t 

83 

79 

1      7 

83 

80 

8 

83 

79 

8 

83 

80 

9 

83 

79 

'      9 

83 

81 

10 

86 

80 

10 

83 

80 

11 

84 

80 

11 

83 

80 

12 

84 

80 

13 

83 

80 

A,  M. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

m 

t 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  5'>  34'  S. ; 

13  m.— Latitude  5    55   S. 

8  p.  m.^Latitude  6    44   S. 


longitude  33o  43^  W. 
longitude  33  56  W. 
longitude  33    15  W. 


March  1. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  7''  36'  S. 

13  m.— Latitude  7    49   S. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  8    17    S. 


longitude  33^ 
longitude  34 
longitude  34 


50*  W. 
10  W. 
31   W. 


March  2. 


A.AI. 

o 

1 

83 

2 

83 

3 

83 

4 

82 

5 

83 

6 

83 

7 

84 

8 

84 

9 

86 

10 

88 

11 

93 

12 

90 

80 
80 
81 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
81 
81 
81 
81 


4  a.  m. — Pemambuco. 
12  m. — Penutmbuco. 
6 p.  m, — Pemambuco, 


■■• 


1 
1 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

83 

80 

1 

84 

81 

i 

82 

80 

2 

85 

81 

' 

83 

80 

3 

84 

81 

, 

83 

80 

4 

88 

81 

1 
1 

83 

80 

5 

86 

81 

1 

83 

80 

6 

84 

81 

, 

83 

80 

7 

83 

81 

• 

84 

79 

8 

83 

81 

i 

86 

80 

9 

83 

81 

1 

89 

80 

10 

83 

81 

' 

88 

80 

11 

82 

81 

1 

87 

80 

12 

82 

81 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

90 

84 

3 

91 

84 

4 

90 

84 

5 

89 

84 

6 

87 

85 

7 

86 

85 

8 

86 

86 

9 

84 

•  • 

10 

84 

83 

11 

84 

•  • 

12 

84 

81 

St6 


S.  Doc.  59. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  naface  water — Continaed. 

March  3. 


Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 
■ur&ce. 

Hour. 

Air. 

> 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

83 

•  • 

1 

88 

• 

2 

83 

81 

2 

88 

.-.v.  V' 

3 

83 

81 

3 

88 

»■    ^ 

4 

83 

81 

4 

88 

5 

82 

•  • 

5 

85 

6 

80 

83 

6 

84 

7 

80 

•  • 

7 

84 

8 

80 

81 

8 

84 

9 

86 

•  • 

9 

84 

10 

86 

77 

10 

84 

11 

86 

• . 

11 

84 

12 

86 

78 

12 

83 

$ 


4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Pemambuco. 
-Pemambuco. 
-Pernambaco. 


.March  4. 


A.  M. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


82 
82 

81 
80 
82 
81 
81 
81 
82 
84 
84 
86 


o 

81 

•  • 

81 


82 

t  • 

81 
81 
81 
81 

81 


4  a.  m. 
12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Pemambuco. 
-Pemambuco. 
-Pemambuco. 


March  5. 


A.M. 

1 

o 

1 

83 

82 

2 

82 

81 

1 

3 

82 

•  • 

i 

4 

82 

•  • 

5 

82 

82 

t 

6 

82 

82 

7 

83 

82 

, 

8 

84 

82 

9 

86 

82 

10 

86 

82 

1 

11 

86 

81 

12 

86 

81 

P.  M. 

1 
2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


4  a.  m.— Pemambuco. 
12  in. — ^Pemambuco. 
8  p.  m.^Pernasobuco. 


89 
91 
92 
91 
89 
91 
89 
89 
83 
83 
82 
82 


■i 
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TrnffTOiwre  (^the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

Masch  6. 


«r. 


r. 


Air. 


82 
82 
82 
82 
80 
80 
82 
84 
83 
84 
84 
88 


I 


Water 
■urfiice. 


82 

•  • 

81 
81 
81 
81 
81 

82 

•  • 

82 


4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Pemambaco. 
-Pemambuco. 
-Peniambuco. 


Hour. 


Air. 


?.  M. 

o 

1 

90 

2 

90 

3       ; 

91 

4 

90 

5 

90 

6 

88 

7 

85 

8      : 

84 

9 

84 

10 

84 

11 

84 

12 

1 

84 

Water 
■orfiice. 


83 

•  • 
83 

•  • 
83 

83 

«  • 

83 


March  7. 


P.  M. 

1 
1 

o 

j 

o 

1 

1     90 

81 

2 

i     90 

81 

3 

1     90 

81 

4 

• . 

•  • 

5 

86 

82 

6 

86 

82 

t 

84 

81 

8 

83 

81 

9 

84 

81 

10 

84 

81 

11 

83 

81 

12 

83 

81 

4  a.  m. — Pemambuco. 
12  m. — Pemambuco. 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  80  06'  S. 


longitude  340  SO'  W. 


March  8. 


o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

82 

81 

1 

86 

80 

82 

81 

2 

87 

80 

82 

81 

3 

90 

81 

82 

80 

4 

88 

81 

82 

80 

5 

85 

80 

83 

80 

6 

84 

80 

85 

80 

7 

84 

81 

86 

80 

8 

80 

81 

89 

80 

9 

82 

80 

89 

81 

10 

82 

80 

88 

81 

11 

83 

80 

88 

81 

12 

82 

80 

4  a.  m,— Latitude  7°  42'  S, ;  longitude  34*  37'  W. 

JJ9 m.-'Latitude  7    14  8. ;  longitude  34    17    W, 

8p.  m.—Latitade  6    51   8. ;  longitade  33    34   W. 


-  4 
'J 
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S.  Doc.  59. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surfoLce  water — Continued. 

March  9. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.M. 

0 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

82 

80 

1 

88 

81 

2 

82 

80 

2 

m 

81 

3 

82 

80 

3 

88 

81 

4 

82 

82 

4 

87 

81 

5 

82 

81 

5 

86 

81 

6 

82 

81 

6 

85 

80 

7 

82 

81 

7 

84 

80 

8 

83 

80 

8 

82 

60 

9 

86 

81 

9 

83 

80 

10 

87 

80     1 

10 

82 

80 

11 

88 

80     1 

11 

82 

80 

12 

90 

• 

80 

12 

82 

80 

4  a.  m.- 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Latitude  60  19' 
-Latitude  6  07 
-Latitude  5    31 


S. 
S. 


longitude  330  30*  W. 
longitude  33  17  W. 
longitude  32    49   W. 


March  10. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

82 

80 

1 

87     1 

81 

2 

82 

80 

2 

86 

81 

3 

82 

80 

3 

86 

81 

4 

82 

79 

4 

87 

81 

5 

82 

80     1 

5 

87 

81 

6 

82 

80 

6 

86 

81 

7 

84 

80 

7 

84 

80 

8 

86 

81 

8 

84 

80 

9 

86 

81 

9 

84 

80 

10 

87 

81 

10 

84 

80 

11 

87 

80 

11 

84 

80 

12 

88 

81 

12 

84 

80 

4  a.  m.- 

12  m.. 

8  p.  m.' 


•Latitude  40  56' 
-Latitude  4  35 
-Latitude  4    43 


S. ;  longitude  320  3i'  W. 
S. ;  longitude  32  23  W. 
S. ;  longitude  32    54   W. 


March  11. 


4  a.  m.^Latitude  40  15'  S. ;  longitude  320  45'  W. 
12  m.— Latitude  3    57    S. ;  longitude  32    19  W. 
8  p.  m. — Fernando  de  Noronha. 


A.M. 

0 

0 

P.  M. 

0 

0 

1 

82 

79 

1 

88 

81 

2 

82 

79 

2 

90 

81 

3 

82 

79 

3 

••• 

•  • 

4 

82 

80 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

83 

80 

5 

•  • 

• » 

6 

82 

80 

6 

•  •• 

•  • 

7 

83 

80 

7 

84 

•'  • 

8 

84 

80 

8 

84 

81 

9 

86 

80 

9 

83 

•  « 

10 

87 

80 

10 

82 

81 

11 

88 

80 

11 

82 

•  • 

12 

88 

80 

1 

12 

82 

79 
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TmpmUvre  cf  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

Mabch  12. 


A.M. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

m 
i 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


A.M. 

1 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

U 

12 


Boor. 

Air. 

1 

1 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

1 

Air. 

Water 
sur&ce. 

i.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

82 

•  • 

1 

89 

80 

2 

82 

79 

2 

90 

81 

3 

82 

i 

3 

90 

•  • 

4 

82 

79           ' 

4 

89 

81 

5 

82 

•  • 

5 

86 

•  • 

6 

84 

80 

^ 

85 

81 

7 

84 

1 
•  •           1 

7 

85 

•  • 

8 

84 

80           ! 

8 

86 

82 

9 

84 

i 

•  • 

9 

84 

•  • 

10 

86 

80           - 

10 

83 

80 

11 

86 

•  • 

U 

83 

•  • 

12 

88 

80 

12 

83 

81 

4  a.  m. — Fernando  do  Noronha. 

12  m. — Fernando  de  Noronha. 

8  p.  m. — Fernando  de  Noronha. 

March  13. 


83 
83 
83 
82 
81 
83 
83 
83 
86 
86 
88 
87 


o 

•  • 

80 

•  • 

80 


80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 


P.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


4  a.  m. — Fernando  do  Noronha. 

12  m.— Latitude  30  52'  S. ;  lon^ritude  330  02'  W. 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  3    43    S. ;  longitude  33    16   W. 

March  14. 


o 

82 

82 
82 
82 
82 
84 
84 
84 
84 
84 
85 
86 


81 

80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 


s. 

.  '  *■*  • 

4 


0 

o 

•  • 

86 

•  • 

•  • 

81 

86 

81 

84 

80 

84 

81 

84 

81 

84 

81 

84 

80 

84 

80 

84 

80 

4 a.  m.^LtLtitade  30  IT 
ISm^^LAUiudeS    36 
8  p.  m, — Rocaa. 


1 

!i        P.  M. 

o 

o 

■ 

1 

84 

81 

1 

2 

85 

80 

3 

85 

81 

1 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

6 

t  • 

•  • 

7 

85 

81 

8 

84 

81 

9 

84 

81 

10 

82 

81 

11 

82 

80 

12 

82 

81 

'  8. ;  loDgiUide  330  1& 

W. 

8, 

;  JoMigitade  33 

27 

W. 

"it 


I 


/• 


S.  Doc.  69, 


-  'rf 


Temperature  of  ike  air  and  the  tur/ace 

March  15. 


Hour. 

1           Air. 

1 

!        Water 

Hour.                   Air. 

1       ■orfiuse. 

1 

A.  M. 

o 

0 

P.M. 

o 

^^^ 

1 

82 

80 

1 

87 

•  *n 

2 

82 

80 

2 

87 

1 

3 

82           i            81 

3 

88 

4 

82 

80 

4 

88 

5 

83 

•  • 

5 

86 

6 

84 

80 

6 

85 

7 

84 

• 

7 

85 

•  • 

8 

84 

81 

8 

84 

9 

85 

80 

9 

84 

k  _*■* 

10 

85 

79 

1            10 

83 

K^ 

11 

86 

11 

83 

13 

86                       ..                       12 

i 

83 

• 

■ 

4  a.  m. — Rocas. 

•• 

12  m. — Rocas. 
8  p.  m. — Rocan. 

March  16. 

i 

A.  M. 

0 

o 

P.M. 

1 
o 

■ 

1 

83 

•  • 

1 

85           1 

2 

83 

80 

2 

85 

3 

83 

•  • 

3 

88 

4 

82 

80 

4                       88 

5 

79 

•  t 

5 

86 

6 

81 

80 

6 

85 

7 

80 

•  • 

1             7 

84 

8 

81 

81 

1             8                       84 

0 

8t> 

. . 

9 

84           i 

10 

84 

81 

10 

84           i 

11 

85 

•  • 

11 

84 

12 

86 

81 

12 

84 

i 

4  a.  m. — Rocas. 

• 

12  m. — Rocas. 

8  p.  m. — Rocas. 

March  17. 

i!\     

K' 

^'.- 

A.  M. 

1 

o 

o 

P.M. 

1 
o 

'    -x    •■ 

1 

84 

1 

1 

81 

2 

84                       81 

2 

6A, 

3 

84 

•  • 

3 

82' 

4 

82 

81 

4 

82 

5 

80                         «0            ; 

5 

82 

6 

. .                          . . 

6 

82 

7 

1 
•  •             1             . . 

7 

82           j 

8 

. .             1             . . 

8 

82           I 

9 

83            j 

9 

82 

10 

84            I            80 

10 

82 

11 

82                       80 

11 

82 

«■ 

%. 

82                       80 

1 

12 

82 

— 

1 

4  a  m. — Rocas. 

'Mr 

^ 

12  m.— Latitude  2P  5^*  B.  \  \oti^A\i^<b1QP  ^  ^ . 

A 

8  p.  m.^Latitude  3    40  ».  \  \oug;\\.\i^<b  ^    iVSff  • 

h.-y 

r 

•     .■*. 

-  .-*i-. 

<• 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

March  18. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  do  26'  s. 

12  m.— Latitude  3    51    S. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  3    30   S. 


longitude  330  55'  W. 
longitude  33  56  W. 
longitude  33    40   W. 


March  19. 


A.  M. 

o 

1 

82 

2 

82 

3 

82 

4 

82 

5 

82 

6 

82 

7 

84 

8 

85 

9 

85 

10 

85 

11 

87 

12 

87 

80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 


I; 


P.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  3°  24'  S. ;  longitude  33©  51'  W. 

12  m.—Latitudo  3    34   S. ;  longitude  33    49   W. 

8  p.  xn.— Latitude  3    02   S. ;  longitude  33    30   W. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
■urfacc. 

1    Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surfiice. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

O 

o 

1 

82 

80 

1 

85 

80 

2 

82 

80 

2 

85 

80 

3 

82 

80 

3 

85 

80 

4 

•     82 

80 

4 

86 

80 

5 

82 

80 

5 

86 

80 

6 

82 

80 

6 

84 

80 

7 

82 

80 

7 

84 

81 

8 

83 

80 

i     3 

84 

80 

9 

84 

80 

1      9 

84 

80 

10 

86 

81 

10 

82 

81 

11 

88 

80 

11 

82 

81 

^     1 

1 

86 

81 

12 

;         1 

82 

80 

o 

o 

89 

81 

91 

81 

90 

81 

88 

81 

86 

81 

84 

81 

84 

81 

82 

81 

82 

81 

82 

81 

82 

81 

82 

81 

March  20. 

1 

0 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

0 

1 

80 

80 

1 

78 

80 

2 

80 

80 

[      2 

78 

80 

3 

80 

80 

3 

■ 

79 

80 

4 

80 

80 

;        -* 

\ 

80 

80 

5 

78 

80 

'      5 

; 

80 

80 

6 

78 

80 

i        6 

80 

80 

7 

78 

80 

'      7 

( 

80 

80 

8 

78 

80 

8 

1 

80 

'  80 

9 

76 

80 

9 

1 

80 

80 

10 

78 

80 

i     1" 

80 

80 

11 

78 

80 

!    11 

80 

80 

12 

78 

80 

12 

1 

1 
1 

80 

80 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  30  04'  S.  ;  longitude 

330  23' 

W. 

12  m.— Latitude  2  46  S.  ;  longitude 

33  22 

W. 

8  p.  m. — Lai 

titude  2  48  S. 

;  longitude 

33  29 

W. 
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S.  Doc.  59. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  twrfobce  u«fer— -Continued. 

March  21. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
Bur&ce. 

A.M. 

o 

o 

1 

tiO 

80 

2 

80 

80 

3 

80 

80 

4 

80 

80 

5 

80 

80 

6 

82 

80 

7 

82 

80 

8 

84 

81 

9 

84 

80 

10 

84 

80 

11 

84 

80 

12 

84 

80 

4  a.  m.— Latitude    20  46'  S. ;  longitude  330  05'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude    3    29    S. ;  longitude  33    18    W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude    3    46   S. ;  longitude  33    32    W. 


o 

81 

81 

81 

81 

81 

81 

80 

80 

80 

81 

81 

%\ 


March  22. 


A.M. 

•  o 

0 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

82 

81 

1 

90 

2 

82 

81 

2 

90 

3 

82 

81 

3 

89 

4 

82 

81 

4 

88 

5 

82 

80 

5 

84 

6 

82 

80 

6 

84 

7 

85 

80 

!      7 

•  • 

8 

84 

80 

8 

83 

9 

88 

80 

9 

83 

10 

88 

81 

10 

83 

11 

88 

81 

11 

83 

12 

88 

81 

12 

82 

4  a.  m.— Latitude    30  54'  S. 

12  m.— Latitude    3    35    S. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude    3    31    S. 


longitude  330  29*  W. 
longitude  33  35  W. 
longitude  33    36  W. 


0 

81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
• . 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 


March  23. 


V.' 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

82 

81 

1 

87 

2 

82 

80 

2 

88 

3 

82 

80 

3 

88 

4 

82 

80 

4 

86 

5 

82 

81 

5 

84 

6 

82 

81 

6 

84 

7 

82 

81 

7 

82 

8 

82 

81 

8 

82 

9 

86 

81 

9 

82 

10 

88 

81 

10 

82 

11 

88 

81 

11 

82 

12 

88 

81     ' 

12 

82 

4  a.  m.— Latitude    30  28'  S. ;  longitude  33©  46*  W. 

12  m.— Latitude    3    30   S. ;  longitude  33    49    W. 

9  p.  m.— Latitude    3    39   S. ;  longitude  33    42   W. 


o 

83 

83 

83 

83 

81 

81 

81 

61 

81 

81 

61 


S.  Doc.  59. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

March  24. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
Burfiioe. 

A.M. 

o 

o 

1 

82 

81 

2 

82 

81 

3 

82 

81 

4 

82 

81 

5 

82 

81 

6 

82 

81 

7 

82 

81 

8 

82 

81 

9 

82 

81 

10 

82 

81 

11 

82 

81 

12 

83 

80 

4  a.  m.- 

12  m. 

8  p«  m.- 


-Latitude  30  33'  S. ; 
-LAtitodeS  46  S. 
-Latitudes    57    S. ; 


Hour. 

1 

Air. 

Water 

■ur&ce. 

1 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

84 

81 

:        2 

84 

81 

3 

82 

81 

1      4 

80 

80 

5 

80 

80 

!      6 

79 

80 

7 

78 

80 

8 

77 

79 

9 

77 

80 

!     10 

77 

80 

'     11 

77 

81 

1     12 

1 

77 

81 

longitude  33©  44'  W. 
longitude  33  42  W 
longitude  33    27    W. 


March  25. 


A.  AI. 

0 

1 
O      1 

P.  M. 

o 

0 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

88 

82 

2 

74 

79 

2 

89 

82 

3 

74 

80 

3 

89 

82 

4 

74 

80 

4 

87 

83 

5 

76 

80 

5 

87 

83 

6 

78 

•  80 

6 

86 

81 

7 

77 

80 

7 

83 

81 

8 

82 

80 

8 

83 

81 

9 

84 

80 

9 

82 

81 

10 

86 

80 

10 

82 

81 

11 

90 

80 

11 

82 

82 

12 

90 

80 

12 

82 

82 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  30  54'  S. 

12  m.— Latitude  4.   00   S. 

8  p.  111.— Latitude  4    03   S. 


longitude  330  31'  W. 
longitude  33  41  W. 
longitude  33    46   W. 


March  26. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  40  10'  S. ; 
12  m.— Latitude  3    59    S. 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  3    47   S. 


longitude  340  05'  W. 
longitude  33  58  W. 
longitude  33    55  W. 


A.  M. 

0 

0    ! 

P.  M. 

0 

0 

1 

82 

81     ' 

1 

81 

2 

82 

82 

2 

81 

3 

82 

81   .  ' 

3 

81 

4 

82 

81 

4 

81 

5 

83 

81 

5 

81 

6 

83 

81 

6 

81 

7 

85 

81 

7 

81 

8 

•  • 

81 

8 

81 

9 

90 

82 

9 

82 

10 

92 

82 

10 

81 

11 

89 

82 

11 

81 

12 

89 

82 

12 

81   . 
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S.  Doc.  59. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  Burface  water — Continued 

March  27. 


Hour. 


Air. 


A.M. 

o 

1 

80 

2 

80 

3 

80 

4 

80 

5 

79 

6 

80 

7 

82 

8 

85 

9 

86 

10 

85 

11 

85 

12 

83 

Water 
surface. 


o 

81 

81 

81 

81 

81 

81 

81 

•  • 

81 

82 
82 
82 


Hour. 

: 

Air. 

Water 
■urface. 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

83 

81 

2 

82 

81 

3 

82 

81 

4 

83 

82 

5 

83 

82 

6 

83 

81 

7 

83 

82 

8 

83 

82 

9 

82 

81 

10 

82 

81 

11 

82 

81 

12 

82 

81 

4  a.  m.->Latitude  30  51' 
12  m.— Latitude  3    49 
8  p.  m. — Latitude  4    00 


S. ;  longitude  33©  53'  W. 
S. ;  longitude  33  59  W. 
S. ;  longitude  34     17   W. 


March  28. 


A.M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


83 
83 
83 
83 
82 
84 
85 
86 
87 
87 
85 
85 


81 

81 
81 
81 
82 
82 
82 
82 
81 
82 
82 
82 


P.  M. 

o 

1 

88 

2 

87 

3 

88 

4 

90 

5 

88 

6 

88 

•  7 

86 

8     , 

84 

9 

83 

10 

83 

11 

83 

12     i 

83 

4  a.  m. — Latitude  40 

12  m. — Latitude  4 
8  p.  m. — Latitude  4 


19' 
13 
21 


S. ;  longitude  340  23'  W. 
S. ;  longitude  34  38  W. 
S. ;  longitude  34    52   W. 


March  29. 


A.M. 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
83 
83 
86 
85 
85 
86 
87 


82 
81 
82 
82 
82 
83 
82 
81 
82 
82 
82 
82 


P.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


jl 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  40  22'  S. 

12  m.— Latitude  4  30  S. 

8  p.  m. — Latitude  4    28   S. 


longitude  34©  58'  W. 
longitude  35  03  W. 
longitude  35    06   W. 


82 

82 
82 
83 
83 
83 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 


o 

o 

84 

83 

86 

83 

85 

83 

85 

82 

85 

82 

85 

82 

82 

82 

80 

81 

80 

81 

80 

81 

79 

81 

78 

81 

S.  Doc.  59. 
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Tmfenlmre  <f^  air  and  the  tmface  teater—CoaOaaed. 

March  30. 


:»"■ 


i 


Bim, 

1 

Air. 

Water 

Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 

surface. 

1 
A,M.       1 

0 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

81 

1 

86 

82 

2 

79 

81 

2 

86 

82 

3 

79 

81 

3 

86 

82 

4 

79 

81 

4 

88 

82 

5 

79 

81 

5 

85 

82 

6 

80 

81 

6 

85 

82 

7    i 

83 

81 

7 

83 

83 

8     ! 

84 

81 

i      8 

82 

82 

9    i 

86 

82 

9 

82 

82 

10 

86 

82 

10 

82 

81 

^^    1 

87 

82 

11 

82 

82 

12      ; 

i 

88 

83 

12 

1 

82 

82 

4  a.  m.— Latitade  40  27'  S. ;  longitude  350  06^  W. 

12  m.— LaUtude  4    22    S. ;  longitude  35    17    W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  4    22    S. ;  longitude  35    25   W. 

March  31. 


IM. 

0 

o 

P.  M. 

1 

1 
! 

1 

80 

82 

1 

2 

80 

82 

2 

3 

80 

82 

3     ! 

4 

80 

82 

4 

5 

81 

82 

5 

6 

82 

82 

6 

7 

84 

82 

7 

8 

84 

82 

8     ! 

9 

84 

82 

9 

10 

84 

82 

10 

11 

81 

82 

11 

13 

82 

82 

12 

1 

87 
85 
85 
82 
82 
82 
80 
78 
79 


4  a.  m.— LaUtude  40  24'  S. 

12  m.— LaUtude  4    17   S. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  4    19   S. 


longitude  350  22^  W. 
longitude  35  19  W. 
longitude  35    24   W. 


« •■ 


o 

83 
83 
83 
83 
83 
83 
82 
82 
82 
81 
81 
81 


April  1. 


A.M. 

o 

1 

79 

2 

79 

3 

80 

4 

80 

5 

80 

6 

80 

7 

83 

8 

84 

9 

86 

10 

87 

11 

88 

12 

89 

81 
81 

81 
81 
81 
81 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  40  13' 

12  m.— LaUtude  3    34 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  3    12 


8. 
S. 
S. 


P.  M. 

0 

1 

88 

2 

86 

3 

85 

4 

85 

5 

85 

6 

83 

7 

84 

8 

84 

9 

84 

10 

84 

11 

82 

12 

82 

longitude  350  24'  W. 
longitude  35  38  W. 
longitude  35    57   W. 


82 

82 
83 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
81 
82 
82 
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S.  Doc.  69. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  uxUer — Continued. 

April  2. 


A.M. 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  20  40' 

12  m.— Latitude  2    27 

8  p.  m. — Latitude  2    27 


S. ;  longitude  360  30'  W. 
S. ;  longitude  36  46  W. 
S. ;  longitude  36    46  W. 


April  3. 


4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Latitude  20  21' 
-Latitude  2  23 
-Latitude  2    23 


S. ;  longitude  36°  36'  W. 
S. ;  longitude  36  36  W. 
S. ;  longitude  36    32   W. 


April  4. 


A.M. 

o 

1 

80 

2 

80 

3 

80 

4 

80 

5 

80 

6 

80 

7 

83 

8 

84 

9 

88 

10 

90 

11 

92 

12 

94 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  20  23'  S. ;  longitude  360  34'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  2    16   S. ;  longitude  36    38  W. 

8  p.  m.—Latitude  2    07   S. ;  longitude  36    49  W. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
8ur&ce. 

A.M. 

o 

o 

1 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

82 

82 

1 

88 

82 

2 

82 

82 

2 

88 

82 

3 

82 

82 

3 

86 

82 

4 

82 

82 

1      4 

85 

82 

5 

82 

82 

5 

83 

82 

6. 

84 

82     , 

6 

83 

82 

7 

83 

81 

7 

82 

82 

8 

84 

81     ! 

8 

82 

82 

9 

84 

82     i 

1     9 

82 

82 

10 

86 

82 

;       10 

82 

82 

11 

88 

82 

11 

82 

82 

12 

89 

82 

1 

12 

1 

82 

82 

o 

o 

91 

83 

88 

84 

86 

85 

87 

83 

87 

83 

86 

83 

84 

83 

83 

83 

82 

82 

82 

82 

82 

81 

82 

81 

S.  Doc.  59. 
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TempercUure  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

April  5« 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

1 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.  M. 

o 

o     , 

P.  M. 

o 

0 

1 

82 

81 

1 

87 

81 

2 

82 

81 

2 

86 

82 

3 

82 

81 

3 

86 

82 

4 

82 

81     1 

4 

86 

82 

5 

82 

81     1 

5 

85 

82 

6 

83 

81 

6 

85 

82  . 

7 

84 

81 

7 

86 

81 

8 

86 

81 

8 

84 

81 

9 

86 

81 

9 

83 

82 

10 

87 

81 

10 

83 

82 

11 

88 

82 

11 

82 

81 

12 

88 

82 

12 

82 

81 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  lo  43'  S. ;  longitude  370  08'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  1     16    S. ;  longitude  37    30   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  1    08    S. ;  longitude  37    35   W. 

April  6. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

P.  M. 

o 

0 

1 

82 

81 

1 

80 

81 

2 

81 

81 

2 

81 

81 

3 

81 

80 

3 

82 

81 

4 

80 

80 

4 

82 

80 

5 

78 

80 

5 

81 

80 

6 

78 

80 

6 

82 

80 

7 

78 

80 

7 

82 

80 

8 

78 

80 

8 

82 

80 

9 

1     78 

81 

9 

81 

80 

10 

78 

81 

10 

81 

80 

11 

78 

81 

11 

81 

80 

12 

78 

81 

12 

82 

80 

4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Latitude  OO  30'  S. 
-Latitude  0  16  S. 
-Latitude  0    06    S. 


longitude  37©  37'  W. 
longitude  37  52  W. 
longitude  38    01    W. 


April  7. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  OO  06'  N. ;  longitude  38°  36'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  0    19    N. ;  longitude  38    59   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  0    44    N. ;  longitude  39    42    W. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

O 

1 

82 

80 

1 

87 

79 

2 

82 

79 

2 

84 

79 

3 

82 

80 

3 

84 

79 

4 

82 

80 

4 

84 

79 

5 

82 

80 

5 

84 

79 

6 

82 

80 

6 

83 

79 

7 

82 

81 

7 

81 

79 

8 

82 

80 

8 

82 

79 

9 

84 

80 

9 

82 

79 

10 

85 

80 

10 

80 

79 

11 

86 

80 

11 

80 

79 

12 

87 

80 

12 

80 

79 
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S.  Doc.  59. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

April  8. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Wat/ir 

surface. 

A.M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

79 

1 

91 

81 

2 

80 

79 

2 

90 

81 

3 

80 

79 

3 

90 

81 

4 

80 

79 

4 

84 

80 

5 

80 

79 

5    ! 

84 

80 

6 

80 

79 

6 

83 

80 

7 

80 

79 

7 

82 

79 

8 

83 

79 

8     ; 

82 

80 

9 

85 

79 

9     1 

81 

80 

10 

84 

79 

10     1 

81 

80 

11 

86 

79 

11     1 

81 

80 

12 

92 

81 

12    ' 

1 

81 

80 

4  a.  m. — Latitude  QP 
12  m.— Latitude  0 
8  p.  m. — Latitude  0 


43'  N. ;  longitude  40O  11'  W. 
48  N. ;  longitude  40  40  W. 
59    N. ;  longitude  40    56   W. 


April  9. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  0^  50' 
12  m.— Latitude  1    00 
8  p.  m. — Latitude  0    51 


N.;  longitude  40®  47'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  40  53  W. 
N. ;  longitude  41    07   W. 


April  10. 


4  a.  n].> 

12  m.- 

8  p.  in.- 


■Latitude  1©  10' 
-Latitude  0    53 
-Latitude  0    50 


N.  ;  longitude  41©  22'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  41  04  W. 
N. ;  longitude  4 i    03   W. 


A.M. 

o 

O 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

80 

1 

91 

81 

2 

81 

80 

2 

90 

81 

3 

81 

80 

3 

86 

81 

4 

81 

79 

4 

87 

80 

5 

80 

79 

5 

84 

80 

6 

80 

79 

6 

84 

79 

7 

82 

79 

7 

82 

80 

8 

83 

79 

8 

82 

80 

9 

84 

79 

9 

80 

80 

10 

86 

79 

10 

80 

79 

11 

88 

79 

11 

80 

79 

12 

89 

80 

12 

80 

79 

A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

79 

1 

79 

79 

2 

80 

79 

2 

80 

80 

3 

80 

79 

3 

80 

79 

4 

80 

79 

4 

82 

79 

5 

78 

80 

5 

82 

80 

6 

79 

80 

6 

82 

80 

7 

80 

80 

7 

82 

80 

8 

82 

80 

8 

81 

80 

9 

83 

80 

9 

80 

80 

10 

84 

80 

10 

80 

80 

11 

82 

80 

11 

80 

79 

12 

80 

80 

12 

i 

80 

79 
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TmpenUure  qf  the  air  and  ike  surface  water — Contiaued. 

April  11. 


A.M. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

7 

8 

9 
iO 
IJ 
12 


Siir. 

1 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

1 
Hour. 

1 

Air. 

Water 

Burfaoe. 

A.M.      • 

o 

o 

1 
P.  M. 

o 

O 

1 

80 

79 

1 

86 

80 

2 

80 

80 

2          ; 

86 

81 

3 

80 

79 

3           ' 

87 

80 

4 

80 

79 

4 

88 

80 

5 

1          80 

79 

5 

84 

80 

6 

1          80 

80 

6 

83 

80 

m 

1 

81 

80 

7 

84 

80 

8 

82 

80 

8            1 

82 

80 

9 

83 

79 

9            i 

82 

80 

10 

84 

80 

10            ' 

82 

80 

11 

84 

80 

11            • 

82 

80 

12 

85 

1 

80 

12 

1 

82 

80 

4  a.  m.^Latitude  P  05'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  1    00   N. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  1    01    N. 


longitude  410  06'  W. 
longitude  41  04  W. 
longitude  41    48  W. 


April  12. 


o 

81 
81 
81 
81 
80 
83 
85 
85 
86 
88 
89 
89 


80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
81 
81 
81 


M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  in. 


•Latitude  10 
-Latitude  1 
-Latitude  1 


06' 
06 

08 


N. 
N. 
N. 


87 
88 
87 
85 
86 
84 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 


longitude  420  51'  W. 
longitude  43  22  W. 
longitude  44    08   W. 


81 

81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 


April  13. 


I 


I 

:3 

4 

5 

€ 

7 

8 

9 

1« 

11 

IS 


80 
81 
81 
81 
81 
82 
84 
84 
87 
89 
89 
89 


81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
82 


P.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


o 

91 
92 
91 

89 

88 
86 
83 
83 
81 


Si 


A  a.  m.— Latitude  0°  55'  N. ;  longitude  44''  57'  W. 

IS m,— Latitude  0    49  N. ;  longitude  45    13  W. 

Sp,  m.—jALtitude  0    31  N.  ;  loDgiUide  45    35  W. 


o 

82 

83 

83 

83 

82 

82 

82 

81 

81 


81 

81 

80 

81 

80 

81 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  (lie  surface  water — Continued. 

April  14. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

0 

o 

1 

80 

82 

1 

90 

82 

2 

80 

82 

2 

90 

82 

3 

80 

82 

3 

92 

84 

4 

80 

82 

4 

93 

83 

5 

80 

80 

5 

92 

83 

6 

81 

80 

6 

88 

83 

7 

82 

81 

7 

86 

82 

8 

84 

81 

8 

86 

82 

9 

86 

82 

9 

84 

82 

10 

86 

81 

10 

83 

81 

11 

88 

82 

11 

82 

81 

12 

88 

82 

12 

82 

81 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  0°  10' 

12  m.— Latitude  0    10 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  0    33 


N. ;  longitude  45°  58'  W. 
S.  ;  longitude  46  19  W. 
S.  I  longitude  46    37   W. 


April  15. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

81 

81 

1 

91 

83 

2 

81 

81 

2 

91 

83 

3 

81 

81 

3 

88 

83 

4 

81 

81 

4 

88 

82 

5 

80 

81 

5 

86 

82 

6 

80 

81 

6 

86 

82 

7 

86 

81 

7 

84 

W2 

8 

86 

81 

8 

82 

82 

9 

88 

81 

9 

80 

81 

10 

90 

81 

10 

80 

81 

11 

90 

81 

11 

80 

81 

12 

92 

82 

12 

80 

81 

4  a.  ra.— Latitude  OO  38'  S. ;  longitude  460  32*  W. 
12  m.— Latitude  0    39   S. ;  longitude  46    58   W. 
8  p.  m. — Para  river. 


April   16. 


4  a.  m.- 

12  m.- 

8  p.  m.' 


-Para  river. 
-Para  river. 
-Para  river. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

61 

1 

90 

81 

2 

80 

81 

2 

90 

82 

3 

81 

81 

3 

90 

82 

4 

80 

82 

4 

88 

82 

5 

80 

81 

5 

88 

82 

6 

80 

81 

6 

87 

82 

7 

82 

81 

7 

86 

82 

8 

84 

81 

8 

86 

82 

9 

86 

82 

9 

84 

81 

10 

88 

82 

10 

82 

81 

11 

89 

83 

11 

82 

81 

•12 

90 

83 

12 

82 

81 
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Tem'ptrature  of  the  air  and  the  sur/ace  water — Continued. 

April  17. 


Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o  • 

o 

1 

82 

81 

1 

92 

82 

2 

80 

81 

2 

92 

82 

3 

80 

81 

3 

92 

82 

4 

80 

81 

4 

92 

81 

5 

80 

81 

5 

92 

81 

6 

80 

81 

6 

90 

81 

7 

81 

82 

7 

89 

81 

8 

82 

82 

8 

88 

81 

9 

83 

82 

9 

81 

81 

10 

86 

82 

10 

81 

81 

11 

86 

83 

11 

80 

80 

12 

90 

84 

12 

78 

80. 

4  a.  m.- 

12  m.- 

8  p.  ni.- 


-Para  river. 
-Para  river. 
-Para  river. 


April  18. 


4  a.  m. — Para  river. 

12  in. — Para  river. 

8  p.  m. — Para  river. 


April  19. 


A.  M. 

i 
°     i 

o 

1 

78     ! 

2 

78 

3 

78     1 

4 

78 

5 

78     1 

6 

78 

7 

80 

8 

82 

9 

82 

10 

83      ; 

11 

85 

12 

86     ' 

1 

4  a.  m. — Para  river. 

12  m. — Para  river. 

8  p.  m. — Para  river. 


86 
86 
86 
86 
86 
86 
81 
78 
78 
78 
78 
78 


A.  M. 

o 

o     1 

P.  M. 

o 

0 

1 

78 

81 

1 

92        1 

31 

2 

78 

81 

2 

92        ( 

31 

3 

78 

81    ; 

3 

92        ( 

31 

4 

78 

81 

4 

82         i 

31 

5 

78 

81 

5 

82 

6 

80 

81    ; 

6 

81 

7 

81 

«1       1 

7 

80 

8 

84 

81 

8 

80 

9 

87 

81 

9 

80 

10 

88 

81 

10 

79 

11 

90 

82 

11 

78 

12 

89 

83     ! 

1 

12 

78 
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S.  Doc,  69. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued- 

April  20. 


Hour. 

i 
Air.           1        Water 
surface. 

1 
1 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
Biirfkce. 

A.  M. 

1 

o        ;         0 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

to                ^      < 

1 

80 

2 

75           ;            74 

2 

81 

3 

75           ! 

3 

80 

4 

75           ;            74 

4 

83 

5 

75 

5 

83 

6 

76                        ..           i 

6 

83 

7 

78                        ..            1 

7 

82 

8 

78                        ..            ! 

8 

80 

9 

80 

9 

78 

10 

81 

10 

78 

11 

82 

11 

78 

12 

82 

12 

78 

4  a.  m. — Para  river. 

12  m. — Para  river. 

8  p.  in. — Para  river. 

April  21. 

A.M. 

1                    1 

0                1                  O               t 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

1 

88 

2 

78 

• 

[ 

2 

85 

3 

77 

• 

3 

,            81 

^            81 

4 

76 

4 

5 

76 

m 

•                            1 

5 

79 

6 

76 

• 

1 

1 

1 

6 

78 

7 

78 

• 

1 

1 

78 

80 

8 

78           ' 

8 

78 

80 

9 

84 

9 

78 

81 

10 

88           1 

10 

78 

81 

11 

90 

11 

77 

81 

12 

89 

1 

12 

77 

81 

4  a.  m. — Para  river. 

12  m. — Para  river. 

8  p.  m. — Para  river. 

i 

\PRIL 

22. 

A.M. 

1 

0  ■           [               ( 

P.M. 

o 

'          o 

1 

78           !            81           i               1 

86 

82 

2 

78                       80           '               2 

86 

83 

3 

78           1            80           i               3 

85 

83 

4 

78           1            80           .               4 

83 

82 

5 

78                       80            .              5 

81 

81 

6 

79                       80                          6 

81 

81 

7 

79                       80            '              7 

81 

81 

8 

84           ,            82           '               8 

1            80 

81 

9 

83                       81                          9 

i            81 

81 

10 

84           '            81                        10 

81 

81 

11 

84                       81                        11 

81 

81 

12 

84                       81                        12 

81 

81 

4  a.  m. — Para  river. 
12  m. — Para  river. 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  OO  10'  N. ;  longitude  480  10*  W. 


S.  Doc.  69. 

TmfmUmre  qfthe  qir  atut  the  surface  water — CoiUinued. 

April  23. 


Bm. 

Air. 

Water 

surfiice. 

A.M. 

0 

o 

1 

80 

80 

S 

80 

80 

3        1 

79 

80 

4 

79 

81 

5 

79 

81 

6 

79 

81 

•* 
1 

80 

81 

8 

80 

81 

9        1 

81 

81 

10 

81 

81 

"        1 

81 

81 

12 

81 

81 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

P  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

80 

o 

79 

81 

3 

80 

81 

4 

80 

81 

5 

81 

81 

6 

81 

81 

7 

78 

81 

rt 

78 

81 

9 

78 

81 

10 

78 

83 

11 

78 

83 

12 

78 

83 

4 1.  m.— LaUtuda  OO  19'  N. ;  loo^tude  480  03*  W. 

12  m.— LaUtude  0    28  N. ;  longitude  48    06  W 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  0    33  N. ;  longitude  47    33  W. 


X' 


ApiiiL  ! 

"""i;" 

24. 

P.  M.       i 

^M 

1 

1 

0 

o 

o 

1 

78 

82          j. 

1         i 

84 

83 

2 

78 

81          >i 

2 

83 

81 

3 

78 

81                   1: 

3 

82 

81 

4 

78 

83 

4 

82 

81 

5 

78 

81 

5           1 

78 

81 

6 

79 

81           '■ 

6 

78 

81 

7 

79 

81 

7 

80 

81 

8 

81 

81 

«           i 

80 

81 

9 

84 

81 

9           i 

80 

81 

10 

84 

81               •; 

10           i 

80 

81 

11 

84 

HI           .1 

11 

80 

81 

12 

84 

81 

1. 

12 

1 

80 

81 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  OO  24'  N. ;  longitude  470  39'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  0    31   N. ;  longitude  47    20   W. 

8  p.m.— LaUtude  0    33   N. ;  longitude  46    46  W. 

April  25. 


IM. 

0 

0 

80 

81 

80 

81 

80 

81 

80 

81 

82 

81 

82 

81 

82 

81 

8 

84 

81 

9 

84 

81 

10 

84 

81 

11 

84 

81 

IS 

84 

81 

—^ 

II 

I' 

1 

ii 

1 

P.M. 
1 
2 

il 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

'1 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

Ii 

1 

11 
12 

0 

0 

86 

83 

86 

83 

86 

83 

84 

81 

84 

81 

84 

81 

83 

81 

82 

81 

83 

81 

82 

81 

82 

81 

82 

81 

4  a.  m^Latitude  OO  19'  N. ;  longitude  460  25'  W. 

18  m.— Latitude  0    30    N. ;  longitude  46    07   W. 

8  p.  m.— LaUtude  0    22   N. ;  longitude  45    43  W. 
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TempeiMure  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

April  26. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water    1 
surface. 

• 
Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

Buriace. 

A.M. 

o 

1 
o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

82 

81     1 

1 

86 

82 

2 

82 

81 

2 

86 

82 

3 

82 

81 

3 

84 

82 

4 

82 

81 

4 

85 

82 

82 

81 

5 

84 

82 

6 

83 

81 

6 

84 

82 

7 

84 

81 

7 

83 

81 

8 

84 

81 

8 

83 

81 

9 

86 

81 

9 

82 

82 

10 

87 

81     ' 

10 

82 

82 

11 

88 

81 

11 

82 

82 

12 

88 

81      ! 

12 

82 

82 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  lO  00'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  0    ^   N. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  0    47   N. 


longitude"4eo  19'  W. 
longitude  45  56  W. 
longitude  45    20    W. 


April  27. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

82 

81 

1 

86 

82 

2 

82 

81 

2 

86 

82 

3 

82 

81 

3 

86 

82 

4 

82 

81 

4 

86 

82 

5 

82 

81 

5 

86 

82 

6 

83 

81 

6 

84 

82 

7 

84 

81 

7 

82 

82 

8 

85 

81 

8 

82 

81 

9 

85 

81 

9 

82 

82 

10 

H6 

81 

10 

82 

81 

11 

85 

as 

11 

82 

81 

12 

85 

82 

12 

82 

82 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  0°  42'  N. 

12  m.^Latitude  0    50   N. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  1     02   N. 


longitude  45°  04'  W. 
longitude  45  00  W. 
longitude  44    36   W. 


April  28. 


A.M. 

o 

1 

80 

2 

HO 

3 

80 

4 

80 

5 

80 

6 

81 

7 

82 

8 

82 

9 

82 

10 

82 

11 

82 

12 

82 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

0 

81 

1 

76 

81 

81 

2 

76 

81 

81 

3 

78 

81 

81 

4 

78 

81 

81 

5 

78 

81 

81 

6 

78 

80 

81 

7 

78 

81 

81 

8 

78 

81 

82 

9 

78 

81 

81 

10 

78 

81 

81 

11 

79 

81 

81 

12 

80 

81 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  1°  14'  N.  ;  longitude  44°  12'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  1    15   N. ;  longitude  43    59   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  1    27   N. ;  longitude  44    01    W. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  mrface  water — Continued. 

•  April  29. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  OO  52'  N.  ;  longitude  430  25'  W. 

12  1X1.— LaUtude  1     10   N. ;  longitude  43    31    W. 

6  p.  m.— Latitude  1     UN.;  longitude  43    08   W. 

Apbil  30. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  P  14'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  1    08   N. 

8  p.  m.— LaUlude  0    38   N. 


longitude  43*»  10'  W. 
longitude  43  17  W. 
longitude  43    58  W. 


May  1. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  O""  34'  N. ;  longitude  44°  16'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  0    41    N.  ;  longitude  44    42   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  0    24   N. ;  longitude  45    17   W. 


Hoar. 

Air. 

1 

Water 
surface. 

1 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

81 

1 

88 

82 

2 

80 

81 

2 

86 

81 

3 

80 

81 

3 

85 

81 

4 

80 

81 

4 

85 

81 

5 

80 

81 

5 

84 

81 

6 

81 

81     ! 

6 

64 

81 

7 

82 

81 

7 

82 

81 

8 

83 

81 

8 

82 

81 

9 

86 

81 

9 

81 

81 

10 

86 

81 

10 

81 

81 

11 

87 

81 

11 

81 

81 

12 

89 

81 

12 

81 

81 

A.  m. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

81 

81 

1 

90 

82 

2 

80 

80 

2 

91 

82 

3 

80 

81 

3 

92 

82 

4 

80 

81 

4 

92 

82 

5 

81 

80 

5 

88 

82 

6 

81 

80 

6 

86 

82 

7 

81 

80 

7 

83 

8a 

8 

82 

80 

8 

83 

82 

9 

82 

80 

9 

82 

82 

10 

84 

80 

10 

82 

82 

11 

86 

81 

11 

81 

82 

12 

86 

81 

12 

81 

82 

A.  aim 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

O 

1 

81 

82 

1 

79 

81 

2 

81 

82 

2 

79 

81 

3 

80 

82 

3 

79 

81 

4 

78 

82 

4 

79 

81 

5 

77 

82 

5 

80 

81 

6 

77 

81 

6 

80 

81 

7 

78 

82 

7 

80 

81 

8 

77 

82 

8 

80 

81 

9 

76 

81 

9 

79 

81 

10 

78 

81 

10 

79 

81 

11 

78 

81 

11 

79 

81 

12 

78 

81 

12 

80 

81 

J96 


S.  Dog.  59. 


Temforatuire  <^the  air  and  the  twrface  water — Continued. 

Mat  2. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

Hour. 

Air. 

• 

• 

surface. 

1 

A.M. 

o 

o 

P,  M. 

O 

1 

80 

81 

1 

87 

2 

80 

81 

2 

88    • 

3 

80 

81 

3 

89 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

87 

5 

78 

81 

5 

84 

6 

78 

81 

6 

84 

7 

79 

81 

7 

82 

8 

80 

81 

8 

82 

9 

81 

81           j 

9 

84 

10 

82 

81           ! 

10 

82 

11 

84 

81        ; 

11 

80 

12 

85 

81           ' 

1 

J 

12 

80 

f" 


I  . 


"i 


s*''-^- 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  O'^  28'  N. ;  longitude  45<>  30'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  0    13   N.  ;  longitude  46    03   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  0    18    S. ;  longitude  46    32   W. 

May  3. 


4  a.  m.— PaTE  met. 
12  m.— Par*  met. 
8  p.  m^— Pan  nwt. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

80 

81 

1 

86 

2 

80                      81 

2 

88 

3 

80 

81 

3 

86 

4 

80 

81 

4 

85 

•5 

78 

81 

5 

83 

6 

78 

81 

6 

82 

7 

77 

81 

7 

80 

8 

77 

81 

8 

78 

9 

77 

81 

9 

80 

10 

79 

81 

10 

80 

11 

82 

81 

11 

80 

12 

85 

81 

12 

79 

ifc 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  QO  34'  S. ;  longitude  460 

35'  W. 

K 

12  m.— Latitude  0    32    S. ;  longitude  46 

57   W. 

?^ 

8  p.  in, — ^Para  river. 

May  4, 

{ 

1 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

78 

•  • 

1 

84 

2 

78 

81 

'    2 

86 

3 

78 

•  • 

3 

85 

4 

78 

81 

4 

85 

^l 

78 
78 

81 
81 

5 
6 

84 
84 

t'     7 

80 

81 

7 

82 

\       8 

80 

81 

8 

82 

9 

80 

81 

9 

82 

10 

79 

81 

10 

80 

11 

80 

81 

11 

81 

12 

82 

81 

12 

82 

a  Doc.  59. 
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Tmafemhart  cf  the  air  and  the  iurface  water — Continued. 

Mat  5. 


Hour. 

Air. 

1 

Water        ' 
sur&ce. 

Hour. 

1 

Air. 

Water 
sur&ce. 

A.M. 

o 

o          ! 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

81 

81 

1 

88 

81 

2 

.  81 

81 

2 

88 

81 

3 

81 

81           1 

3 

88 

81 

4 

81 

81 

4 

86 

82 

5 

81 

81 

5 

86 

82 

6 

82 

81 

6 

84 

82 

m 

^ 

82 

81 

7 

83 

^ 

8 

86 

82 

8 

82 

82 

9 

88 

82 

9 

82 

81 

10 

88 

83 

10 

81 

81 

11 

90 

84 

11 

81 

81 

12 

91 

83 

12 

80 

81 

4  a.  m.- 

12  m.. 

8  p.  m.- 


-Para  river. 
-Para  river. 
-Para  river. 


May  6. 


A.M. 

1 

3 
3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


80 
80 
80 
80 

78 
78 
78 
80 
86 
88 
88 


81 
81 
81 
81 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
81 
81 


P.  M. 

o 

1 

92 

2 

92 

3 

92 

4 

90 

5 

88 

6 

84 

7 

84 

8 

84 

9 

82 

10 

82 

11 

80 

12 

80 

81 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
^ 
82 
82 
82 


4  a.  m.* 

Vim.' 

8  p.  in.« 


-Para  river. 
-Para  river. 
-Para  river. 


Mat  7. 


AM. 

o 

1 
o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

79 

81 

1 

87 

82 

2 

79 

81 

2 

84 

82 

3 

78 

81 

3 

84 

82 

4 

78 

81 

4 

84 

81 

5 

78 

81 

5 

84 

81 

6 

79 

81 

6 

82 

81 

7 

85 

81 

7 

82 

81 

8 

87 

81 

8 

82 

81 

9 

88 

81 

9 

81 

81 

10 

88 

81 

10 

81 

81 

11 

90 

61 

11 

81 

81 

12 

90 

82 

12 

81 

81 

4  a.  m.-^Fan  river. 
Mm, — Pun  river. 
6p,  m. — Ptkn  river. 


298 


S.  Doc.  59. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  mrface  water — Continued. 

May  8. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

1 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

sur&ce. 

A.M. 

0 

O 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

81 

!      1 

83 

81 

2 

80 

81 

,      2 

83 

81 

3 

80 

81 

!      3 

84 

81 

4 

80 

81 

4 

84 

61 

5 

80 

81 

!      5 

84 

81 

G 

80 

81 

6 

84 

81 

7 

80 

81 

7 

78 

81 

8 

80 

81 

8 

78 

81 

9 

78 

81 

9 

78 

81 

10 

80  • 

81 

10 

80 

81 

U 

82 

81 

11 

79 

81 

12 

83 

81 

12 

79 

81 

4  a.  m. — Para  river. 

12  m. — Para  river. 

8  p.  m. — Para  river. 


May  9. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P 

1 

78 

81 

2 

78 

81 

1 

3 

78 

81 

4 

78 

81 

5 

77 

81 

6 

77 

81 

7 

80 

81 

8 

82 

81 

0 

83 

81 

10 

85 

81 

11 

85 

81 

12 

85 

81 

M. 

0 

o 

1 

86 

81 

2 

86 

82 

3 

86 

82 

4 

86 

81 

5 

85 

81 

6 

85 

81 

7 

84 

81 

8 

83 

81 

9 

80 

81 

10 

80 

81 

11 

79 

81 

12 

79 

81 

4  a.  m. — Para  river. 

12  m. — Para  river. 

8  p.  m. — Para  river. 


May  10. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

81 

1 

88 

82 

2 

78 

81 

2 

88 

82 

3 

78 

81 

3 

85 

83 

4 

78 

81 

4 

79 

81 

5 

77 

81 

5 

79 

81 

6 

77 

81 

6 

79 

81 

7 

81 

81 

7 

78 

81 

8 

82 

81 

8 

78 

81 

9 

84 

81 

9 

78 

81 

10 

85 

81 

10 

78 

81 

11 

86 

81 

11 

79 

81 

12 

86 

81 

12 

79 

81 

4  a.  m.- 

12  m.- 

8  p.  m.' 


-Para  river. 
-Para  river. 
-Para  river. 


8.  Doc.  59. 


TaRpemdme  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

May  11. 


A.M. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

a 

9 
10 
il 
12 


Htv. 

Air. 

Water 

surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surfkce. 

A.M. 

0 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

76 

81 

1 

77 

81 

S 

76 

81 

2 

77 

81 

3 

75 

81 

3 

77 

80 

4 

75 

81           1 

4 

77 

80 

5 

75 

81           j 

5 

77 

80 

6 

76 

81 

6 

77 

80 

7 

76 

81 

7 

78 

80 

8 

76 

81 

8 

76 

80 

9 

78 

80 

9 

76 

80 

10 

80 

80 

10 

76 

80 

11 

80 

80 

11 

76 

80 

12 

82 

«>           1 

1 

12 

76 

80 

4 1.  m. — Para  river. 

12  m. — Para  river. 

8  p.  m. — Para  river. 


May  12. 


■ 

1 

1 

1          0 

o 

!        P.M. 

0 

o 

f         76 

80 

1 

88 

82 

76 

80 

2 

• « 

75 

80 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

75 

80 

4 

90 

82 

75 

80 

5 

88 

82 

75 

80 

!              G 

86 

82 

76 

80 

7 

82 

81 

76 

80 

8 

82 

81 

82 

81 

9 

80 

81 

84 

81 

!             10 

80 

81 

84 

81 

11 

78 

81 

1          84 

8,           j 

1 

12 

78 

80 

4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8p.  m^ 


-Para  river. 
-Para  river. 
-Para  river. 


May  13. 


^«lf. 

i           ® 

0 

P.M. 

o 

o 

'           78 

80 

;        1 

78 

80 

78 

80 

1              2 

78 

80 

78 

80 

'              3 

81 

80 

78 

80 

1              4 

83 

80 

77 

80 

5 

83 

81 

77 

80 

6 

83 

81 

77 

80 

7 

80 

81 

76 

80 

8 

80 

81 

77 

81 

9 

79 

81 

10 

78 

81 

10 

79 

81 

11 

78 

81 

11 

79 

81 

IS 

78 

81 

1 

12 

80 

81 

4  a.  m.^-JRv7s  river. 
ISm. — P^n  river, 
8 p.  m, — A/s  river. 


S.  Doc  69. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  I®  06 
13  m.— Latitade  1    39 
8  p.  m.— Latitxide  1    ^ 


N ;  lonffitade  48<'  4^  W. 
N. ;  lonffitado  48  5S  W. 
N.  \  loQgitiid*  48   89  W. 


Temperaiure  of  the  air  and  the 

surface  water — CootinueiL 

1 . 

May  14. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
Burfiice. 

Hour. 

Air. 

1 

A.  M, 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

I 

79 

81 

1 

86 

2 

79 

81 

2 

86 

3 

79 

81. 

3 

84 

4 

79 

81 

4 

84 

5 

79 

81 

5 

81 

6 

79 

81 

6 

80 

7 

80 

81 

7 

80 

8 

82 

81 

8 

80 

9 

86 

81 

9 

80 

10 

88 

81 

10 

79 

■ 

11 

89 

82 

11 

79 

12 

88 

82 

12 

79 

^-^ 

p 

• 

4  a.  m. — Para  river. 

12  m. — Para  river. 

8  p.  m. — Para  river. 

••i 

."■ 

May  15. 

A  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

' 

1 

78 

81           i              1 

84 

<-' 

2 

78 

81           , 

2 

84 

• 

3 

78 

81           ' 

3 

84 

4 

78                       81           !'              4 

84 

5 

78                       81           :;              5 

83 

6 

79 

81                         6 

82 

7 

80 

81 

7 

81 

y 

8 

80 

81 

8 

80 

<•  •  ••« 

9 

83 

81 

9 

80 

10 

86 

81 

10 

80 

11 

88 

81 

11 

80 

« 

12 

87 

82 

12 

80 

^m 

4  a.  m. — Para  river. 

'A 

12  m.— latitude  O^'  08'  S. ;  longitode  48<>  06'  W. 

8  p.  m.— latitude  0    23   N. ;  longitude  48    11    W. 

•  • 

• 

May  16. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

1 

80 

82 

1 

86 

2 

79 

82 

2 

85 

3 

80 

82 

3 

84 

4 

80 

82 

4 

84 

,       5 

80 

82 

5 

84 

^.     6 

81           ;            81 

6 

83 

7 

82 

80 

7 

82 

8 

84 

80 

8 

81 

/*. 

9 

85 

81 

9 

78 

.       10 

86 

81 

i            10 

78 

.'A 

11 

86 

81 

i           11 

78 

• 

12 

86 

81 

12 

78 

^^^^^ 

Y:. 


S.  Doc.  69. 
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Tmpemture  of  the  air  and  the  iHrfitce  voter — Conttuued. 

May  17. 


Boor. 

1 
1 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

\ 

1 

flour. 

Air. 

Water 
Borfaoe. 

1 

A.M. 

0 

o 

1 

P.  M. 

o 

O 

1 

78 

81 

1 

78 

81 

2 

78 

81 

2 

76 

81 

3 

78 

81 

3 

76 

81 

4    1 

78 

81 

4 

76 

81 

* 

79 

81 

5 

76 

81 

6 

80 

80 

6 

76 

80 

■* 

1 

80 

80 

t 

77 

80 

8 

82 

80 

y 

78 

80 

9 

83 

80 

9 

78 

80 

10 

80 

80 

10 

78 

80 

11 

79 

80 

11 

78 

80 

K 

78 

80 

12 

78 

80 

4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


Latitude  lo  57'  N. ;  longitude  480  39*  W. 
-LAtitudel  51  N. ;  longitude  48  14  W. 
-Latitude  2    00    N. ;  longitude  48    03   W. 

May  18. 


IM. 


2 
i 

5 

6 

» 
I 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


78 
78 
78 
78 
78 
80 
81 
84 
84 
86 
86 
84 


o 

80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
81 
81 
81 
81 
82 
82 


P.  M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


84 
84 
84 
80 
80 
79 
77 
76 
79 
79 
79 
79 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  20  20'  N. 

12  m.— latitude  2    29    N. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  2    31    N. 


longitude  480  11'  W. 
longitude  48  05  W. 
longitude  47    53   W. 


May  19. 


A.M. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
S 
6 

m 
i 

8 
9 
10 
11 
13 


79 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
83 
83 
84 
85 
85 
86 


o 

P.  M 

80 

1 

80 

2 

80 

3 

80 

4 

80 

5 

80 

6 

80 

7 

80 

8 

80 

9 

81 

10 

81 

11 

81 

12 

1 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  20  47'  N. ;  longitude  480.  oe'  W. 

13  m.— Latitude  2    24   N. ;  longitude  47    44   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  2    42  N. ;  longitude  47    43   W. 


81 
82 
82 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
80 
80 
80 
80 


o 

o» 

82 

80* 

82 

80 

81 

80 

80 

80 

79 

81 

78 

81 

78 

81 

78 

81 

78 

81 

78 

1    80 

78 

80 

78 

80 

t 
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S.  Doc.  69. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued 

May  20. 


A.M. 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.M. 

o 

1 
o 

1 

77 

80 

2 

77 

80 

3 

77 

80 

4 

77 

80 

5 

77 

80 

6 

79 

80 

7 

79 

1 

8 

80 

81     ! 

9 

82 

81      ; 

10 

83 

81 

11 

84 

81 

12 

84 

81 

4  a.  m. 

12  m. 
8  p.  fn. 


-Utitude  30  18'  N. 
-Latitude  3  45  N. 
-Latitudes    27    N. 


11 
12 


longflude  480  18'  W. 
loiigritude  48  13  W. 
longitude  48    03   W. 


May  21. 


79 
79 
79 
79 
79 

79 

80 
80 
80 
84 
84 
83 


81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 


4  a.  m.- 

12  m.- 

8  p.  m.- 


-Latitude  30 
-Latitude  3 
-Latitude  4 


35'  N. ;  longitude  480  05'  W. 
58  N. ;  longitude  48  01  W. 
07    N. ;  longitude  47    55   W. 


May  22. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  40  IC  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  4    39   N. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  5     18   N. 


longitude  470  43'  W. 
longitude  47  43  W. 
longitude  47    56   W. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

surface. 

P.  M. 

0 

0 

1 

84 

81 

2 

•   84 

81 

3 

84 

81 

4 

84 

81 

5 

82 

81 

6 

81 

81 

7 

81 

81 

8 

81 

81 

9 

81 

81 

10 

81 

81 

P.  M. 

0 

0 

1 

82 

82 

1      2 

83 

81 

3 

82 

81 

4 

82 

81 

5 

82 

81 

1      6 

82 

81 

7 

82 

81 

8 

80 

81 

9 

80 

81 

10 

80 

81 

11 

80 

81 

" 

79 

81 

P.  M. 

0 

0 

1 

82 

81 

2 

81 

81 

3 

80 

81 

4 

78 

80 

5 

78 

81 

6 

77 

80 

7 

78 

81 

8 

79 

81 

9 

78 

80 

10 

78 

80 

11 

78 

80 

12 

78 

80 

S.  Doc.  59. 
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Tem^aratvTe  of  the  air  and  the  surface  uxUer — Continued. 

Mat  23. 


Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.  M. 

o 

O 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

80 

1 

79 

80 

3 

78 

80 

2 

80 

80 

3 

78 

80 

3 

80 

80 

4 

79 

80 

4 

80 

80 

5 

78 

•  80 

5 

80 

80 

6 

79 

80 

6 

80 

80 

7 

79 

80 

7 

78 

80 

8 

80 

80 

8 

79 

80 

9 

80 

80 

9 

79 

80 

10 

79 

80 

10 

79 

80 

11 

79 

80 

11 

79 

80 

12 

80 

80 

12 

79 

80 

4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


-Latitude  50 
-latitude  6 
-lAtitude  7 


52*  N. ;  longitude  480  02'  W. 
38  N. ;  longitude  47  54  W 
02   N. ;  longitude  47    45    W. 


May  24. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

79 

80 

1 

84 

80 

2 

79 

80 

2 

82 

80 

3 

79 

80 

3 

82 

80 

4 

79 

80 

4 

82 

80 

5 

79 

80 

5 

83 

80 

6 

80 

80 

6 

82 

80 

7 

80 

80 

7 

81 

80 

8 

82 

80 

8 

81 

80 

9 

84 

80 

9 

80 

80 

10 

•  • 

•  • 

10 

80 

80 

11 

•  • 

•  ■ 

11 

78 

80 

12 

86 

81 

12 

78 

80 

4  a.  m.- 

12  m.. 

8  p.  ra.' 


-Latitude  70  34' 
-Latitude  8  03 
-Latitude  8    40 


N. ;  longitude  47©  51'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  47  54  W. 
N. ;  longitude  48    06   W. 


May  25. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

80 

1 

86 

80 

2 

78 

80     1 

2 

86 

80 

3 

78 

80     1 

3 

85 

80 

4 

78 

80 

4 

85 

80 

5 

78 

80 

5 

83 

80 

6 

80 

80 

6 

a3 

80 

7 

82 

80     1 

7 

80 

80 

8 

83 

80 

8 

80 

80 

9 

84 

80 

9 

79 

80 

10 

85 

80 

10 

79 

80 

11 

86 

80 

11 

79 

80 

12 

86 

80     ' 

12     1 

80 

80 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  80  40'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  8    53    N. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  9    34   N. 


longitude  48°  00'  W. 
longitude  47  49  W. 
longitude  47    36  W. 
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S.  Doc.  59. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  toater — Continued. 

May  26. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

79 

80 

1 

86 

80 

2 

79 

80 

2 

86 

80 

3 

79 

80 

3 

85 

80 

4 

79 

81 

4 

88 

80 

5 

79 

81 

5 

84 

80 

6 

81 

80 

6 

82 

80 

7 

81 

80 

7 

82 

79 

8 

82 

80 

8 

82 

79 

9 

84 

80 

9 

82 

79 

10 

87 

80 

10 

81 

79 

11 

87 

80 

11 

81 

79 

12 

88 

80 

12 

80 

79 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  lOO  31'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude   10    53   N. 

8  p.  m — Latitude  11    46   N. 


longritude  47©  41'  W. 
longitude  47  38  W. 
longitude  47    43   W. 


May  27. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

79 

80 

1 

83 

78 

2 

79 

80 

2 

83 

.  78 

3 

79 

79 

3 

83 

78 

4 

79 

79 

4 

83 

78 

5 

78 

79 

5 

83 

78 

6 

78 

78 

6 

82 

78 

7 

77 

78 

7 

82 

78 

8 

78 

78 

8 

81 

78 

9 

78 

79 

9 

79 

78 

10 

82 

79 

10 

79 

78 

11 

82 

78 

11 

79 

78 

12 

82 

78 

12 

79 

78 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  120  42' 
12  m.— Latitude  13    49 
8  p.  m. — Latitude  14    51 


N. ;  longitude  470  49'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  48  06  W. 
N. ;  longitude  48    38    W. 


May  28. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

78 

1 

84 

79 

2 

78 

78 

2 

86 

79 

3 

78 

78 

3 

86 

79 

4 

78 

78 

4 

86 

79 

5 

78 

78 

5 

84 

78 

6 

79 

78 

6 

84 

78 

7 

80 

78 

7 

80 

78 

8 

81 

78 

8 

80 

78 

9 

82 

78 

9 

79 

78 

10 

84 

79 

10 

78 

78 

11 

84 

79 

11 

78 

78 

12 

84 

79 

12 

78 

78 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  14°  50'  N. ;  longitude  48*»  54'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  14    48   N. ;  longitude  48    58   W, 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  15    29   N. ;  longitude  49    08  W. 


S.  Doc.  59. 


Trnperature  ^  ike  air  and  the  ntrface  water — Continued. 

Mat  29. 


A.M. 
1 
S 
3 
4 
5 

6 

■• 
I 

6 

9 

10 
11 
13 


A.  AI. 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

S 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


4  a.  m.^Latitade  15<>  59*  N. ;  longitude  49<>  14'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  16    04   N.  ;  lon^tude  49    30  W. 

6  p.  m:— Latitude  15    56  N. ;  loi]|ritude  49    49  W. 

May  30. 


4  a.  m.- 

ISm.. 

8  p.  m.- 


-Latitude  15°  23'  N. ;  longitude  50<>  39'  W. 
-Latitude  14  46  N. ;  longitude  51  02  W. 
-LaUtude  14    11   N. ;  longitude  51    37   W. 

Mat  31. 


25 


4».B|. 

8p 


-Latitude  130  35*  N. ;  longitude  520  gO'  W. 
-Latitude  13  04  N. ;  longitude  52  44  W. 
-Latitude  13    41  N. ;  longitude  53    13   W. 


Hi«. 

Air. 

Water 
luHace. 

Hour. 

Air, 

Water 
■ur&oe. 

IM. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

78 

78 

1 

81 

78 

78 

78 

2 

81 

78 

78 

78 

3 

82 

78 

78 

78 

4 

82 

•  ■ 

78 

78 

5 

81 

•  • 

78 

78 

6 

80 

•  • 

79 

78 

7 

78 

78 

80 

78 

8 

78 

78 

82 

78 

9 

78 

78 

10 

82 

78 

10 

78 

78 

U 

82 

78 

11 

78 

78 

13 

82 

78 

12 

1 

78 

78 

i 

0 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

78 

78 

1 

82 

78 

78 

78 

2 

82 

78 

1    77 

78 

3 

82 

78 

77 

78 

4 

82 

78 

76 

78 

5 

78 

78 

78 

78 

6 

78 

78 

80 

78 

7 

78 

78 

83 

78 

8 

78 

78 

81 

78 

9 

80 

78 

82 

78 

10 

80 

78 

83 

78 

11 

79 

78 

83 

79 

12 

79 

78 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

e 

78 

79 

1 

84 

79 

78 

79 

2 

84 

79 

78 

79 

3 

84 

79 

79 

79 

4 

84 

79 

79 

79 

5 

83 

79 

81 

79 

6 

82 

79 

82 

79 

7 

80 

79 

84 

79 

8 

80 

79 

84 

79 

9 

80 

79 

84 

79 

10 

80 

79 

84 

79 

11 

80 

79 

84 

79 

12 

80 

79 

906 


S.  Doc.  59, 


r. 


J* 


i. 


Tewpeni/ure  ^  (A«  air  and  the  twrface  tixtfer— Continued* 

JCNB    1. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

Hour. 

Air. 

Wafi« 

Borfitoe. 

f 

mirft^ 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

1 

79 

79 

1 

87 

79 

2 

79 

79 

2 

87 

79 

3 

79 

79 

'       3 

87 

79 

4 

79 

79 

4 

88 

79 

5 

79 

79 

5 

86 

79 

% 

80 

79 

6 

84 

79 

7 

82 

79 

7 

82 

71 

8 

84 

79 

8 

82 

7» 

9^ 

85 

79 

9 

81 

71 

10 

85 

79 

10 

81 

7» 

n 

b5 

79 

11 

80 

79 

VSl 

85 

79 

12 

80 

79 

4  a.  m.— LaUtade  120  06^  N. ;  longritude  530  40^^  W. 

12in.— Utitudell    46    N. ;  lonfitode  53    34   W. 

0  p.  m.— Latitude  11    55    N. ;  lon^tude  53    55   W. 

JUNB  2. 


A.M. 

•■ 

o 

P.M. 

o 

e 

1 

79 

79 

1 

86 

^        81 

2 

79 

79 

2 

88 

HI 

3 

80 

80 

3 

88 

81 

4 

80 

79 

4 

86 

80 

5 

80 

79 

5 

85 

79 

6 

80 

79 

6 

85 

80 

t 

83 

79 

7 

82 

80 

8 

84 

79 

8 

82 

80 

9 

84 

79 

9 

82 

80 

M) 

87 

80 

10 

82 

80 

11 

87 

81 

11 

81 

80 

12 

87 

81 

12 

81 

80 

4  a.  m.^lAtitude  12«  2V  N.;  longitude  54 <>  OP  W. 

12  m. ^Latitude  12    21   N. ;  longitude  54    29   W. 

8  p.  m.— LftUtude  12    22  N.;  longitude  55    09   W. 


June  3. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

• 

1 

82 

79 

1 

88 

80 

2 

82 

79 

2 

86 

80 

3 

82 

79 

3 

.     86 

19 

4 

82 

79 

4 

85 

79 

5 

82 

79 

5 

84 

79 

6 

82 

79 

6 

83 

79 

7 

83 

79 

7 

82 

79 

8 

84 

79 

8 

82 

79 

9 

84 

79 

9 

82 

79 

M) 

84 

79 

10 

82 

79 

11 

84 

79 

11 

82 

78 

86 

79 

12 

82 

% 

4  a.  m 
12  m. 

8  p»  ID. 


-Latitude  130  19*  N. ;  longitude  540  5?  W. 
-Latitude  14  10  N. ;  longitude  54  46  W. 
-Latitude  14    54  N. ;  kmgitadt  54    »  W. 


S.  Doc.  69. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

June  4. 


Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

surface. 

surface. 

A.M. 

O 

•o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

81 

78 

1 

85 

79 

2 

81 

78 

2 

85 

79 

3 

81 

78 

3 

85 

79 

4 

m 

78 

4 

85 

80 

5 

80 

78 

6 

85 

80 

6 

80 

78 

6 

83 

80 

7 

82 

79 

7 

82 

79 

8 

82 

79 

8 

82 

79 

9 

82 

79 

9 

82 

79 

iO 

85 

79 

10 

82 

V9 

Jl 

85 

79 

11 

81 

79 

12 

85 

79 

12 

81 

79 

• 

4  a.  m.-->Latitude  15^  33'  N. ;  lon^ritude  540  39'  W. 

12  m.^Latitude  15    26   N.  ;  longitude  55    U5   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  15    37   N. ;  longitude  55    53   W. 

June  5. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

81 

79 

1 

86 

80 

2 

81 

80 

2 

88 

80 

3 

81 

80 

3 

66 

80 

4 

81 

80 

4 

84 

79 

5 

80 

79 

^5 

84 

79 

6 

81 

79 

6 

84 

79 

7 

81 

79 

7 

83 

79 

8 

80 

79 

8 

83 

79 

9 

85 

79 

3 

82 

79 

10 

86 

79 
79 

10 

82 

79 

11 

86 

11 

80 

79 

12 

86 

80 

12 

80 

79 

1 

4  a.  ro.— Latitude  150  52*  N.  ;  longitude  56©  40'  W. 

12m.^Latitude  16    03    N. ;  longitude  57    21   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  16    16   N.  i  longitude  58    06   W« 

June  €. 


A.M. 

o 

P.M. 

o 

O 

1 

80 

79 

1 

83 

79 

2 

80 

79 

2 

85 

80 

3 

80 

78 

3 

85 

80 

4 

80 

78 

4 

85 

80 

5 

80 

79 

5 

85 

80 

6 

82 

79 

6 

83   . 

80 

7 

83 

79 

7 

82 

80 

8 

83 

79 

8 

82 

80 

9 

84 

79 

9 

80 

79 

10 

86 

79 

10 

80 

79 

H 

86 

79 

11 

80 

79 

12 

86 

79 

12 

80 

79 

4  a.  ni.— Latitude  IGP  40'  N.  ;  longitude  580  05'  W. 

12  111.— Latitude  16    51    N. ;  longitude  58    34    W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  16    50   N. ;  longitude  58    57   W, 
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S.  Doc.  59. 


Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Continued. 

JUNB    7. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

Burfkce. 

sorfiice. 

A.M. 

o 

O 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

79 

1 

85 

79 

2 

80 

79 

2 

85 

79 

3 

80 

79 

3 

85 

80 

4 

80 

79 

4 

85 

80 

5 

80 

79 

5 

85 

80 

6 

81 

79 

6 

84 

80 

7 

82 

79 

7 

84 

80 

8 

84 

79 

8 

84 

79 

•  9 

84 

79 

9 

83 

79 

10 

84 

79 

10 

81 

79 

11 

85 

79 

11 

80 

79 

13 

85 

79 

12 

80 

79 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  100  38'  N. ;  longitude  580  51'  W. 

12  m.— LaUtude  16    44   N. ;  longitude  58    45  W. 

84».  in.^LaUtude  16    42    N. ;  longitude  59    21  W. 

June  8. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

79 

1 

8S 

80 

2 

79 

79 

2 

86 

80 

3 

79 

79 

3 

85 

80 

4 

80 

79 

4 

84 

79 

5 

80 

79 

5 

84 

79 

6 

82 

79 

6 

84 

79 

7 

83 

79 

7 

•  • 

79 

8 

84 

79 

8 

82 

79 

9 

85 

79 

9 

82 

79 

10 

85 

79 

10 

80 

79 

u 

86 

79 

11 

80 

79 

ts 

86 

79 

12 

80 

79 

4  a.  m. 

12  m. 
8  p.  m. 


-Latitude  170  39' 
-Latitude  18  38 
-Latitude  19    08 


N. ;  longitude  590  29'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  59  31  W. 
N. ;  longitude  59    34  W. 


JuNB   9. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

79 

1 

84 

79 

2 

80 

78 

2 

84 

79 

3 

80 

78 

3 

83 

79 

4 

80 

79 

4 

83 

79 

5 

79 

79 

5 

83 

79 

6 

81 

79 

6 

82 

79 

7 

83 

79 

7 

82 

79 

8 

85 

79 

8 

82 

79 

9 

84 

79 

9 

80 

79 

10 

84 

79 

10 

80 

79 

11 

84 

79 

11 

80 

78 

12 

84 

79 

12 

80 

78 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  190  54'  N. ;  longitude  590  38'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  20    44   N. ;  longitude  59    38  W. 

8  p.  m.^Latitude  21    30  N. ;  longitude  59    31  W. 


S.  Doc.  59. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  turfaee  water — Continued. 

JUNB    10. 


Hoar, 

Air. 

Water 
mrface. 

Hoar. 

Air. 

Water 

A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M, 

o 

o 

1 

79 

78 

1 

83 

79 

9 

79 

78 

3 

83 

79 

3 

78 

78 

3 

83 

79 

4 

78 

78 

4 

83 

79 

5 

78 

78 

5 

83 

79 

6 

78 

78 

6 

83 

79 

7 

79 

78 

7 

83 

78 

8 

83 

78 

8 

80 

78 

9 

80 

78 

9 

79 

78 

10 

83 

78 

10 

79 

78 

11 

83 

79 

11 

79 

78 

19 

89 

79 

19 

79 

78 

4  a.  m.- 

19  in. 

8  p.  in.' 


-Utitude  930  23> 
-Latitude  93  01 
-LAtitade93    43 


N. ;  longitude  590  33*  W. 
N. ;  longitude  59  36  W. 
N. ;  longitude  59    36  W. 


JUXB    11. 


A.M. 

0 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

78 

1 

84 

78 

9 

78 

78 

3 

84 

78 

3 

78 

78 

3 

84 

78 

4 

78 

78 

4 

84 

77 

5 

78 

78 

5 

83 

77 

6 

78 

78 

6 

83 

77 

7 

78 

78 

7 

80 

77 

8 

80 

78 

8 

79 

77 

9 

81 

78 

9 

78 

77 

10 

83 

78 

10 

79 

77 

11 

63 

78 

11 

78 

77 

19 

85 

78 

13 

78 

77 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  340  34'  N. ;  longitude  590  48*  W. 

13  m.— Latitude  35    11    N. ;  longitude  60    00   W. 

8  p.  m.— LaUtude  95    59  N. ;  longitude  60    09  W. 

June  12. 


A.  jn. 

0 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

77 

1 

80 

75 

9 

78 

76 

3 

80 

74 

3 

78 

76 

3 

80 

74 

4 

76 

76 

4 

80 

76 

5 

76 

76 

5 

80 

76 

6 

78 

77 

6 

80 

r   ■'fi 

7 

78 

77 

7 

76 

8 

80 

77 

8 

76 

9 

78 

77 

9 

76 

10 

78 

76 

10 

76 

11 

80 

76 

11 

76 

19 

80 

76 

13 

76 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  960  38^  N. ;  longitude  60O  08*  W. 

13  m.— Latitude  96    33    N. ;  longitude  60    04   W. 

8  p.  m.^Latitude  35    34   N. ;  longitude  60    05   W. 
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S.  Doc-  59. 


Temperature  oftlie  air  and  the  surface  vxUer — ^Continued. 

June  13. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

surface. 

A.M. 

o 

O 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

74 

76 

1 

81 

77 

2 

74 

76 

2 

81 

77 

3 

14 

76 

3 

80 

77 

4 

74 

76 

4 

78 

77 

5 

74 

76 

5 

78 

77 

6 

78 

76 

6 

78 

77 

7 

83 

76 

7 

78 

77 

8 

81 

77 

8 

78 

76 

9 

80 

79 

9 

78 

76 

10 

82 

79 

10 

78 

76 

11 

82 

79 

11 

78 

76 

12 

81 

78 

12 

78 

76 

4  a.  m.- 

12  m.. 

8  p.  m.- 


Latitude  250 
-Latitude  24 
-Latitude  24 


or 

36 
03 


N.  i  longitude  600  ao*  W. 
N. ;  longitude  60  45  W. 
N. ;  longitude  61    04   W. 


JUNB    14. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

76 

1 

80 

78 

2 

78 

76 

2 

80 

78 

3 

78 

3 

80 

78 

4 

78 

4 

80 

78 

5 

78 

5 

81 

78 

6 

78 

6 

81 

78 

7 

77 

7 

80 

78 

8 

80 

8 

80 

78 

9 

81 

9 

79 

78 

10 

81 

10 

79 

78 

11 

82 

11 

79 

78 

12 

82 

12 

79 

78 

4  a.  in.— Lititude  240 
12  m.— Latitude  24 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  24 


13'  N. ;  longitude  610  12'  W. 
20  N. ;  longitude  61  40  W. 
13  N. ;  longitude  61    50   W. 


JuNB    15. 


o 

o 

77 

77 

78 

77 

80 

77 

80 

78 

80 

78 

•  > 

78 

79 

78 

79 

78 

76 

78 

76 

77 

76 

77 

76 

77 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  24©  27'  N. ;  longitude  620  44'  W. 

12  ID.— Latitude  24    28  N.  ;  longitude  63    03   W. 

8  p.  m.— LaUtude  24    32  N. ;  longitude  63    49  W. 


S.  Doc.  59. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — ^Continaed. 

JUNB   16. 


Hmt. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

■urfaoo. 

A*  M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

76 

77 

1 

82 

79 

2 

76 

77 

2 

82 

79 

3 

75 

77 

3 

82 

79 

4 

75 

76 

4 

80 

79 

5 

75 

76 

5 

78 

79 

« 

75 

76 

6 

78 

78 

7 

78 

76 

7 

78 

79 

8 

80 

76 

8 

78 

79 

9 

80 

78 

9 

77 

79 

10 

82 

78 

10 

77 

79 

11 

82 

78 

11 

77 

79 

12 

84 

78 

12 

77 

79 

4  a.  m.— LAtitude  240  36* 

12  m.— latitude  24    34 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  24    39 


N. ;  longitude  640  2^  W. 
N. ;  lonffitude  64  25  W. 
N. ;  longitude  64    43   W. 


June  17. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

79 

1 

85 

89 

2 

78 

79 

2 

85 

82 

3 

79 

79 

3 

85 

82 

4 

79 

79 

4 

85 

81 

5 

78 

79 

5 

84 

80 

6 

80 

79 

6 

83 

80 

7 

81 

79 

7 

81 

80 

8 

84 

79 

8 

80 

80 

9 

as 

79 

9 

79 

79 

10 

85 

79 

10 

76 

79 

11 

86 

79 

11 

76 

79 

12 

86 

79 

12 

76 

79 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  240  35'  N.;  longitude  640  56'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  24    32   N. ;  longitude  65    13   W. 

6  p.  m.— latitude  24    34   N. ;  longitude  65    30   W. 

June  18. 


A.M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

o 

1 

77 

79 

1 

77 

79 

2 

77 

79 

9 

79 

79 

3 

77 

79 

3 

79 

79 

4 

77 

79 

4 

79 

79 

5 

78 

79 

5 

79 

79 

6 

78 

79 

6 

79 

79 

7 

80 

79 

7 

79 

79 

8 

81 

79 

8 

80 

79 

9 

81 

79 

9 

80 

79 

10 

81 

79 

10 

SO 

79 

11 

78 

78 

11 

80 

79 

12    1 

78 

78 

12 

78 

79 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  240  48' 

12  m.—Latitude  24    43 

8  p.  m.— LaUtude  24    44 


N.;  longitude  650  22*  W. 
N. ;  longitude  65  16  W. 
N. ;  loiigitiido  65    21   W. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  mtface  toater— Contiaued. 

JVNB  19. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

• 

■urface. 

■orfaoe. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

O 

1 

78 

79 

1 

87 

80 

2 

77 

79 

2 

87 

80 

3 

77 

79 

3 

85 

80 

4 

77 

79 

4 

84 

80 

5 

79 

79 

5 

84 

80 

6 

80 

79 

6 

84 

80 

7 

80 

79 

7 

83 

80 

8 

80 

79 

8 

83 

79 

9 

83 

79 

9 

81 

79 

10 

84 

80 

10 

81 

79 

11 

87 

79 

11 

80 

79 

12 

90 

80 

12 

80 

79 

4  a.  m. 

Vim. 

8  p.  in. 


-Latitude  240  58'  N. 
-Latitude  25  02  N. 
-Latitude  24    56  N. 


longitude  650  14'  W. 
longitude  64  48  W. 
longitude  64    59    W. 


JVNB   20. 


4  a.  m.- 

12  m.- 

8  p.  m.- 


-Latitude  24<>  41'  N. ;  longitude  €5°  17'  W. 
-Latitude  24  40  N. ;  longitude  65  13  W. 
-Latitu^  24    35   N. ;  longitude  65    11 


W. 


JVNB    21. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

80 

79 

1 

82 

79 

2 

80 

79 

2 

82 

79 

3 

80 

79 

3 

82 

79 

4 

80 

79 

4 

81 

79 

5 

79 

79 

5 

81 

79 

6 

78 

79 

6 

'  79 

79 

7 

85 

79 

7 

79 

79 

8 

85 

80 

8 

79 

79 

(i 

77 

80 

9 

79 

79 

10 

78 

80 

10 

79 

79 

11 

82 

80 

11 

79 

79 

12 

&i 

80 

13 

78 

79 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

79 

79 

1 

84 

79 

a 

79 

79 

2 

85 

79 

3 

79 

79 

3 

85 

79 

4 

79 

79 

4 

82 

79 

5 

79 

79 

5 

81 

79 

6 

80 

79 

6 

81 

79 

7 

80 

79 

7 

80 

79 

8 

81 

79 

8 

80 

80 

9 

82 

79 

9 

79 

79 

10 

80 

79 

10 

78 

78 

11 

79 

79 

11 

78 

7d 

12 

80 

79 

13 

78  1 

79 

4  a.  m.— LaUtude  25<>  03'  N.  ;  longitude  SS"*  56'  W. 

12  ro.— Latitude  25    13   N. ;  longitude  66    52   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  a&    32  N. ;  longitude  67    01    W. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  water — Conduued. 

June  22. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

BUrfiMM. 

Hour. 

Ait. 

Water 
■arfaoe. 

A*  am. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

79 

1 

77 

78 

3 

78 

79 

3 

77 

78 

3 

77 

79 

3 

77 

78 

4 

77 

79 

4 

78 

77 

5 

77 

78 

5 

81 

78 

6 

78 

78 

6 

80 

78 

7 

80 

78 

7 

80 

78 

8 

80 

78 

8 

80 

77 

9 

80 

78 

9 

76 

77 

10 

83 

78 

10 

76 

77 

11 

84 

78 

11 

77 

77 

12 

84 

78 

12 

77 

77 

4  a.  m.~Latitude  250  45'  N. ;  longitude  670  04'  W. 

12  m.— Latitude  26    18    N. ;  longitude  67    24   W. 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  26    48   N. ;  longitude  67    35   W. 

June  23. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

77 

1 

84 

79 

2 

78 

77 

2 

84 

79 

3 

78 

77 

3 

84 

79 

4 

78 

77 

4 

85 

79 

5 

78 

77 

5 

85 

79 

6 

79 

77 

6 

83 

79 

7 

79 

77 

7 

81 

79 

8 

79 

77 

8 

80 

79 

9 

80 

77 

9 

80 

79 

10 

81 

78 

10 

80 

79 

11 

82 

78 

11 

80 

79 

12 

83 

78 

12 

80 

79 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  270  19' 

12  m.— Latitude  27    38 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  28    03 


N. ;  longitude  680  04'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  68  10  W. 
N. ;  longitude  68    27   W. 


June  24. 


A*  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

79 

79 

1 

84 

79 

2 

79 

78 

2 

84 

79 

3 

79 

78 

3 

84 

79 

4 

79 

78 

4 

84 

79 

5 

76 

78 

5 

84 

79 

6 

76 

78 

6 

84 

79 

7 

80 

78 

7 

81 

78 

8 

81 

79 

8 

80 

78 

9 

84 

79 

9 

79 

78 

10 

84 

79 

10 

79 

78 

11 

84 

79 

11 

79 

78 

12 

84 

79 

12 

79 

78 

4  a.  m.—Latitude  280  36'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  29    03   N. 

8  p.  m.— LaUtude  29    47   N. 


longitude  68©  51'  W. 
longitude  69  05  W. 
loi^tude69    32    W. 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  surface  toater- 

June  25. 


-Continued. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  3lP  3'2'  N. 

13m.— Latitudes!     12   N. 

8  p.  m.^Latitude  32    04    N. 


lon^tude  7i>o  06'  W. 
longitude  70  27  W. 
longitude  71    03   W. 


June  26. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  320  17'  N. 

12  m.— Latitude  32    49    N. 

8  p.  Ri.— Latitude  33    23   N. 


longitude  71©  32'  W. 
longitude  72  02  W. 
longitude  72    32   W. 


June  27. 


4  a.  m.— Latitude  34''  03' 
12  m.—Latitude  34    38 
8  p.  m.— Latitude  35    24 


N. ;  longitude  7d<'  07'  W. 
N.  i  longitude  73  46  W. 
N. ;  longitude  73    41   W. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 

surface. 

surfkce. 

A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

78 

78 

1 

81 

75 

2 

77 

78 

2 

80 

76 

3 

77 

78 

3 

80 

76 

4 

77 

78 

4 

81 

77 

5 

76 

78 

5 

79 

76 

6 

79 

75 

6 

78 

75 

7 

80    \ 

74 

7 

79 

75 

8 

80 

75 

8 

78 

75 

9 

80 

75 

9 

77 

75 

10 

80 

75 

10 

77 

75 

11 

80 

75 

11 

77 

75 

12 

80 

75 

12 

77 

74 

A.M. 

o 

o 

P.M. 

o 

O 

1 

71 

74 

1 

73 

72 

2 

70 

74 

2 

73 

73 

3 

70 

74 

3 

73 

73 

4 

70 

74 

4 

73 

72 

5 

70 

74 

5 

72 

72 

6 

70 

73 

6 

72 

72 

7 

70 

73 

7 

72 

72 

8 

71 

73 

8 

71 

72 

9 

72 

73 

9 

70 

72 

10 

73 

74 

10 

70 

72 

11 

73 

73 

11 

71 

72 

12 

73 

72 

12 

71 

73 

A.M. 

o 

o 

1 

i     P.M. 

o 

O 

1 

71 

72 

!      1 

73 

77 

2 

70 

73 

!     2 

73 

79 

3 

70 

73 

3 

73 

78 

4 

70 

74 

4 

73 

78 

5 

71 

74 

i      5   . 

73 

78 

6 

72 

73 

6 

73 

78 

7 

72 

74 

1      7 

73 

79 

8 

73 

75 

8 

72 

80 

9 

72 

76 

9 

73 

79 

10 

74 

76 

10 

73 

79 

11 

74 

76 

11 

73 

73 

12 

74 

78 

12 

73 

72 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  the  svrjace  water — Continued. 

June  28. 


Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
•urface. 

Hour. 

Air. 

Water 
surface. 

A.  M. 

o 

0 

P.  M. 

o 

O 

1 

73 

72 

1 

74 

70 

2 

73 

72 

2 

74 

70 

3 

73 

72 

3 

74 

71 

4 

73 

72 

4 

73 

70 

5 

72 

72 

5 

72 

70 

6 

72 

70 

6 

72 

70 

7 

72 

69 

7 

72 

70 

8 

75 

70 

8 

72 

70 

9 

73 

70 

9 

72 

69 

10 

76 

70 

10 

72 

69 

11 

75 

70 

11 

72 

69 

12 

75 

• . 

12 

70 

69 

4  a.  m.— Latitude  35^  51' 

12  m.— Latitude  36    00 

8  p.  m.— Latitude  36    10 


N. ;  longitude  730  39'  W. 
N. ;  longitude  73  52  W. 
N. ;  longitude  73    59    W. 


June  29. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

70 

68 

1 

72 

69   ^ 

2 

70 

68 

S 

72 

69 

3 

70 

68 

3 

72 

69 

4 

70 

68 

4 

70 

69 

5 

.70 

66 

5 

71 

69 

6 

71 

67 

6 

71 

68 

7 

70 

68 

7 

71 

68 

8 

70 

68 

8 

70 

68 

9 

71 

68 

9 

70 

68 

10 

72 

68 

10 

70 

67 

11 

74 

68 

11 

70 

68 

12 

76 

68 

12 

70 

68 

4  a.  m. 

12  m. 

8  p.  m. 


•Latitude  31)0  24'  N. 
-Utitude37  00  N. 
-Latitude  37    36   N. 


longitude  74©  37'  W. 
longitude  74  28  W. 
longitude  74    28   W. 


JUNB   30. 


A.  M. 

o 

o 

P.  M. 

o 

o 

1 

70 

67 

1 

74 

68 

2 

70 

67 

S 

75 

69 

3 

70 

67 

3 

75 

69 

4 

70 

67 

4 

75 

69 

5 

69 

67 

5 

75 

68 

6 

70 

67 

6 

73 

67 

7 

72 

67 

7 

70 

68 

8 

73 

67 

8 

70 

67 

9 

72 

68 

9 

70 

66 

10 

73 

68 

10 

70 

61 

11 

73 

68 

11 

66 

63 

12 

73 

68 

12 

64 

61 

4  a.  ni.>-Latitude  38^  06'  N. 

12  m.^-Latitude  38    35   N. 

8  p.  m.— latitude  39    22  N. 


longitude  74©  14'  W. 
longitude  74  07  W. 
longitude  73    52   W. 


S16 


S.  Doc.  59. 


Temperature  of  the  air  ard  of  the  water  at  the  ntrface  and  at  given  i 
firsts  in  the  tropics  ;  second^  in  the  Gvlf  Stream ;  and  thirds  in  t) 
temperate  zone  of  the  Atlantic;  with  t/ie  mean  temperature  in  each 


TROPICS. 


Date. 


Temp.  air. 


1851. 

December  5. . 

6.. 

7.. 

a. 

10.. 

11.. 

13.. 

14.; 

15.. 
15.. 
16.. 
16.. 
17.. 
17.. 

1852. 
Januarj      3. . 

6.. 

7.. 

8.. 

9.. 
10.. 
11.. 
12.. 
13.. 
14.. 
16.. 
17.. 
18.. 
19.. 
20.. 
21.. 
^  22.. 
J^  23.. 
24.. 
25.. 
27.. 
29.. 
30.. 
31.. 
FebreiLry  2.. 

•*  f.-i  3.. 
•-^  4.. 

7.. 

8.. 

9.. 
11.. 
13.. 
14.. 
15.. 
15.. 

16.. 


76 
73 
76 
75 
73 
73 
80 
76 
75 
77 
71 
74 
75 
80 


79 
76 
76 
83 
83 
85 
85 
82 
77 
87 
78 
78 
80 
82 
81 
81 
83 
80 
81 
80 
85 
83 
89 
81 
85 

86 

86 
87 
86 
90 
92 
83 
85 
80 
82 
86 

86 


Temperature  of  water. 


Sar&ce. 


o 

75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
73 
74 
74 
75 
73 
74 


75 
75 
75 

78 
78 
80 
81 
81 
78 
79 
80 
80 
81 
80 
79 
78 
79 
78 
78 
78 
79 
78 
80 
79 
79 

79 

80 
80 
81 
82 
81 
80 
79 
78 
79 
79 

80 


10 
fathoms. 


11 


78 
7B 


80  to  100 
fiithoms. 


61 


67 
65 
64 


65 
69 

•  • 
77 
68 


200 
fathoms. 


70 
67 
66 
58 
65 
65 
67 
70 
64 
67 
62 
63 
73 
62 


62 
65 
64 
64 
69 
70 
66 
64 
67 
70 
69 
65 
66 
67 
74 
70 
73 
66 
69 
65 
75 
70 
65 
64 
69 

69 

70 
70 
65 
62 
69 
64 
68 


69 
71 
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^fikit  air  and  water  in  the  tropics^  ^^ — CoDtinued. 

TROPICS— ContiniMd. 


Temp.  air. 

Tempcnture  of  water. 

Snrfikce. 

10 

80  to  100 

300 

345  to  400 

fathonu. 

fiLtbomfl. 

fathome. 

fiLtboms. 

o 

o 

O 

o 

0 

0 

•  • 

•  • 

78 

77 

67 

65 

64 

•  • 

86 

79 

79 

67 

67 

67 

•  • 

85 

80 

■  • 

70 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

88 

79 

> 

•  • 

68 

64 

63 

•  • 

85 

80 

79 

67 

66 

60 

•  • 

80 

79 

•  • 

70 

63 

63 

•  • 

82 

79 

•  • 

77 

67 

64 

•  • 

83 

80 

•  • 

77 

71 

71 

•  • 

83 

80 

•  • 

75 

78 

•  • 

•  • 

82 

81 

•  • 

78 

67 

63 

•  • 

86 

81 

79 

73 
(71 

67 

•  • 

64 

•  • 

■  • 

87 

80 

80 

n5 

(79 

75 
75 

•  • 

•  • 

89 

81 

69 

68 

65 

•  • 

90 

80 

573 

{71 

73 

■  • 

•  • 

•  • 

83 

81 

f. 

. . 

•  • 

•  • 

83 

81 

70 

71 

66 

•  • 

84 

81 

72 

71 

70 

•  • 

88 

83 

77 

79 

75 

•  • 

83 

83 

77 

73 

•  • 

■  • 

80 

81 

78 

74 

73 

•  • 

83 

83 

74 

71 

70 

•  • 

87 

83 

77 

74 

75 

•  • 

85 

83 

73 

68 

64 

•  • 

84 

83 

73 

69 

65 

•  • 

80 

81 

73 

68 

61 

•  • 

80 

81 

68 

66 

66 

•  • 

86 

83 

73 

69 

67 

•  • 

83 

80 

- 

74 

74 

69 

•  • 

86 

81 

75 

75 

69 

•  • 

80 

80 

79 

74 

73 

■  ■ 

87 

81 

79 

73 

71 

•  • 

81 

81 

76 

73 

74 

•  • 

83 

81 

78 

75 

71 

•  • 

80 

81 

79 

73 

72 

•  ■ 

80 

81 

74 

71 

69 

•  • 

84 

80 

78 

75 

71 

67 

m  m 

80 

80 

,, 

76 

73 

69 

m  m 

85 

80 

,, 

• . 

• . 

73 

•  • 

86 

79 

78 

77 

76 

•  • 

83 

78 

.. 

77 

76 

74 

•  • 

77 

78 

77 

75 

70 

68 

•  • 

78 

78 

77 

76 

73 

68 

•  • 

79 

79 

78 

76 

73 

74 

•  • 

84 

79 

78 

76 

73 

67 

•  • 

87 

79 

78 

76 

77 

78 

•  • 

80 

79 

78 

74 

72 

W 

•  • 

86 

81 

79 

76 

73 

73 

•  • 

87 

80 

79 

76 

70 

73 

•  • 

85 

79 

79 

78 

76 

73 

•  • 

80 

79 

79 

73 

69 

64 

•  • 

80 

79 

78 

76 

74 

73 

•  • 

85 

80 

79 

76 

74 

70 

•  • 

85 

80 

79 

77 

75 

74 

•  • 

84 

79 

79 

77 

74 

71 

•  • 

83 

79 

*  •  • 

•  ■ 

75 

•  • 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  toater  in  the  tropics,  ^.—Continued. 

TROPICS— Continued. 


Temp.  air. 

Temperature  of  water. 

Date. 

Surface. 

10 
fathoms. 

80  to  100 
fathoms. 

200 
&thoms. 

345  to  400 
fathonifl* 

1852. 
JimA            9.....  ••■•. 

o 

83 

80 
82 
78 
82 

o 

79 

78 
79 
78 
77 

0 
79 

77 

78 
77 

• . 

0 
75 
76 
71 
75 

•  • 

0 

73 
76 
72 
73 
72 

0 
71 

10 

10 

11 

71 

11 

Total 

9032 

8766 

2036 

4988 

7429 

6509 

Number  of  casts 

110 

111 

26 

68 

107 

98 

Mean.  ...> •••••. 

820 

790 

78  JO 

TSJO 

69iO 

6640 

WW  J 

GULF  STREAM. 


Temp,  air . 

Temperature  of  Water. 

Date. 

Surface. 

10 
fathoms. 

80  to  100 
fdtlioms. 

200 
fatlioms. 

345  to  400 

fathoms. 

1851. 
October     11 • . .  • . 

0 
71 
6d 
60 
67 
71 
72 

70 
74 
72 

0 

75 
74 
76 
71 
74 
73 

74 

78 
80 

0 

0 

69 
72 
73 

0 
57 
53 

•  • 

•  • 

70 
69 

67 
72 
74 

0 

15 

47 

17 

18 

51 
61 

20 

21 

66 

18.S2. 
June         27 

73 
76 
79 

67 

27 

27 

Total 

625 

675 

228 

214 

462 

292 

Number  of  casts 

9 

9 

3 

3 

7 

5 

• 
Mean  *........••■.... 

69  sO 

750 

7RO 

71® 

6(P 

58  «0 
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Tmperaiwn  t^iitm  and  uater  in  the  tropicSf  ^t. — Continued. 

MEAN  TEMPERATURE  IN  THE  TROPICS  AND  GULF  STREAM. 


Temp.  air. 

TempflWton  of  wmter. 

Sur&c8. 

10 
^thorns. 

80  to  100 
fatlioms. 

200 
fitthoms. 

345  to  400 
fathoms. 

■  •■  ••....«••••• 

o 
9032 

625 

O 
8766 

675 

o 
2036 

228 

0 
4988 

214 

o 
7429 

462 

O 

6509 

flbmn  ...«••■.• 

292 

9657 

9441 

2264 

5202 

7891 

6801 

n  of  casts. 

119 

120 

29 

71 

114 

103 

8l«» 

78J<» 

78*» 

73*1 

691° 
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Temperature  of  the  air  and  water  in  the  tropicSf  ^. — Continued* 


NORTH  TEMPERATE  ZONE. 


Date. 


1851. 
October    10.. 

10.. 

25.. 
November  2. . . 
6.. 

13.. 

15.. 

17.. 

18.. 

19.. 

20.. 

22.. 

23.. 

24.. 

27.. 

28.. 

29.. 

30.. 


June 


^t 


Total. 


1852. 
11.. 
11.. 
12.. 
14.. 
15.. 
15.. 
17.. 
19.. 
21.. 
22.. 
23.. 
24.. 
25.. 
25.. 
26.. 
26.. 
26.. 


Number  of  casts. 


Mean. 


Temp.  air. 


o 

69 
71 
71 
72 
75 
65 
67 
69 
69 
73 
72 
70 
75 
77 
77 
79 
76 
72 


78 
82 
76 
80 
75 
80 
83 
77 
82 
78 
78 
84 
76 
78 
70 
73 
71 


2620 


35 


750 


Temperature  of  water. 


Surfiuse. 


65 
66 
73 
74 
72 
73 
70 
71 
70 
70 
70 
71 
73 
74 
74 
74 
75 
73 


78 
77 
76 
78 
78 
78 
80 
80 
79 
78 
77 
79 
78 
75 
74 
73 
72 


2598 


35 


7410 


10 
fathoms. 


77 

•  • 

76 

78 
76 

77 

•  • 

78 
79 
78 
77 
79 
74 
74 
73 
73 


1069 


14 


76iO 


80  to  100 
fathoms. 


o 

. . 
62 

•  * 

• . 

a  . 


75 

• . 
73 
72 
71 
75 

•  • 

76 
77 
75 
73 
75 
72 
71 
69 
68 
64 


1148 


16 


71  J< 


200 
fathoms. 


56 
54 
66 
71 
66 
67 
66 
66 
67 
67 
66 
64 
69 
66 
69 
69 
68 
68 


73 
72 
72 
72 
G9 
72 
77 
75 
71 
72 
74 
74 
70 
71 
70 
66 


2335 


34 


68JO 


71 

■  ■ 
70 
76 


70 

.  • 
70 
69 
68 
70 
70 


69 
67 


1994 


30 


661^ 
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POINTS  OP  PRACTICE  ON  BOARD  THE  DOLPHIN. 

Memorandum  for  Lieutenant  O.  H.  Berryman,  United  States  Navy,  (my 
mccessor  in  the  command  of  the  United  Si/Ucs  surveying  brig  Dolphin^) 
forwarded  through  Commodore  Morris^  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and 
Hydrography^  August  31st j  1852. 

Observations. 

One  of  the  other  officers  always  observed  with  the  master.  Each 
worked  out  and  sent  in  the  result  of  his  own  observations.  Recorded 
all  original  observations  for  latitude,  time,  and  variation,  and  the  results 
thereof^  and  made  a  smooth  record  of  the  same.  A  clever  marine 
kept  this  record,  (which  was  verified  by  the  respective  observers  and 
computers,)  and  marked  time  for  the  observers  who  observed  together. 
Recorded  the  index  error  at  each  set  of  observations,  and  the  dip  due 
to  the  part  of  the  vessel  from  which  they  were  made,  also  the  name  of 
the  object,  observer,  marker,  and  computer,  the  character  of  the  obser- 
vation, whether  good  or  otherwise,  and,  when  not  good,  from  what 
cause  or  causes.  Tacked,  lowered  sail,  &c.,  when  necessary  to  get 
observations.  The  steering  binnacle  was  amidships,  (aft,)  from  which 
spot  all  variation  observations  were  made,  and  **  Gilbert's  prismatic 
azimuth  compass,"  the  local  deviation  of  which  had  been  ascertained 
by  swinging  the  vessel,  was  mounted  on  another  well  secured  binnacle 
directly  over  it.  Recorded  the  mean  point  on  which  the  vessel  headed 
whilst  making  variation  observations. 

The  twilight  observations  of  Polaris  were  taken  when  both  the  object 
and  the  horizon  were  distinct.  Other  twilight  observations,  as  near  the 
same  period  of  distinct  visibility  as  practicable. 

When  astronomical  observations  are  made,  the  time,  latitude,  and 
longitude  should  be  carefully  recorded.  It  would  be  well  to  have  a 
separate  record  book  of  day's  works,  on  which  should  be  noted  all  the 
allowances,  variation,  current,  &c.,  used  daily.* 

Comparisons. 

Wound  all  the  chronometers  and  compared  them  with  the  standard 
at  10  a.  m.,  daily.  Let  each  observer  compare  for  himself  the  hack 
watch  with  the  standard  chronometer.  Recorded  all  comparisons,  and 
by  whom  made. 

Log. 

Used  the  patent,  recorded  its  index  and  the  run  by  it  when  the  course 
was  changed,  and  when  astronomical  observations  were  made  ;  also. 


*  [Saeh  a  complete  record  of  the  observations,  reckoning,  and  results  osed,  should  be  kept 
onboaid  public  and  private  vessels,  and  would  expose  the  cause  cif  many  shipwrecks,  ensure 
aft  naviffation,  confirm  or  refute  reports  of  dangerous  reefs  and  shoals,  and  of  unusual 
currents,  &c.  It  would  bo  a  great  advantage  to  nave  bound  volumes  of  convenient  forms 
fer  the  obserrations  and  computations  made.] 
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hourly,  when  full  and  by,  and  at  the  end  of  each  watch  when  going 
free.  In  another  column  made  proportional  allowance  for  lost  interval 
whilst  the  log  was  out  of  water.  Whilst  taking  temperature  observa- 
tions, with  all  sails  furled  and  yards  square,  took  in  patent  log,  which 
will  not  work  truly  when  going  less  than  two  knots,  and  to  prevent  its 
getting  jammed  by  the  rudder.  On  such  occasions  got  the  rate  or  set 
by  using  a  log  line  made  of  small  fishing  line,  and  marked  to  tenths  by 
little  painted  pine  corks,  which  was  entered  in  another  column  of  the 
log.  These  allowances  were  used  in  making  up  the  reckoning.  When 
gomg  fast,  the  patent  log  requires  fifty  or  sixty  fathoms  of  line  over 
the  stern,  to  prevent  its  jumping  out  of  water.  The  patent  log  should 
not  be  allowed  to  touch  the  lx)ttom  lest  sand  should  get  into  the  wcM-ks. 
The  light  surface  line  was  marked  with  black  corks  on  the  stray  line, 
white  cork  at  every  other  tenth,  and  red  cork  at  every  knot. 

Currents. 

Currents  were  found  by  comparing  the  run  from  noon  to  noon  with 
the  observed  latitude  of  the  sun,  and  the  mean  position  for  longitude  at  each 
noon  derived  from  the  mean  of  a.  m.  and  p.  m.  sun  sights  of  that  day 
reduced  to  noon  by  log.  The  run  wets  also  compared  for  the  same  pur- 
pose with  good  a.  m.  and  p.  m.  twilight  and  other  observations.  In  calm 
and  light  weather  and  smooth  water  the  boat  was  lowered,  and  anchored 
with  a  32-lb  shot  attached  to  the  small  sounding  line,  or  rode  to  the 
shot  and  about  1,000  fathoms  of  triple  size  line,  and  when  the  boat  had 
steadied  thereto  the  light  surface  log  before  described  was  hove  several 
times  for  surface  current.  This  1,000  fathoms  line  was  reeled  up  afler 
the  observation  was  made.  The  imder  current  was  also  tried  at  10 
and  at  80  fathoms,  using  a  well-leaded,  foot-square,  white-painted  pine 
block,  suspended  to  canvas  bags  wet  and  blown  up.  A  strong  sus- 
pension cord  and  log  line,  with  suitable  stray  line  to  it,  were  used  for 
the  last.  The  direction  and  rate  and  the  boat's  head  were  reported  in 
writing  by  the  officer  of  the  boat  and  recorded  in  the  log. 

DbBP  sea   SOUHmiNGS. 

Used  small  fishing  line,  as  per  sample,  smoothed  with  wax,  and 
marked  to  each  100  fathoms  with  a  small  piece  of  colored  bunting,  just 
large  enough  to  be  seen  when  running,  attached  to  a  32-lb  condemned 
shot ; — {a  long  and  pointed  lead  would  sink  better.) 

The  first  300  fathoms  of  this  line  was  doubled,  and  in  some  cases  the 
first  100  was  tripled.  Marked  the  time  of  letting  go  the  shot  and  the 
time  at  which  each  100  fathom  mark  passed  out,  and  carried  the  inter- 
val into  another  column. 

The  line  ran  through  a  small  bull's  eye,  held  in  one  hand  by  a  Quar- 
termaster, who  gave  Une  with  the  other  hand  when  necessary  to  r^eve 
the  shot  from  the  resistance  of  the  reel. 

The  reel  was  mounted  on  a  braced  stand  just  forward  of  the  stem 
sheets  of  the  boat,^nd  turned  on  fiiction  rollers.  Whilst  the  line  was 
running  out  some  oars  were  pulled  just  so  much  as  to  keep  the  line 
plumb,  the  boat  being  kept  oy  the  stern  oar  beading  to  wind*  &c« 
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ERRATA. 

hp  39,  Deep-iea  louiiding,  lint  cast,  instead  of  1600  fathoms,  read  1160  fathoms. 

41,  Deep-sea  sounding,  first  trial,  at  1500  fathoms,  instead  of  6h.  48m.  18s.,  read  6fc. 

4801.085. 
84,  Instoad  of  "  centre  of  reef  east  of  our  position  by  our  survey,**  read  "centre  of 

reef  east  o£  above  position  by  our  survey." 
90,  April  8,  first  line,  instead  of  9A.  20m.  a.  m  ,  read  9A.  10m.  a.  m. 

105,  June  8,  line  5,  instead  of  "  unwaxed  line,**  read  *^  waxed  line.** 

106,  June  9,  boat  sounding,  instead  of  latitude  210  13"  44",  read  210  13'  44". 

115,  Instead  of  "bound  from  New  York  to  the  Cape  Verde  Islands,*'  read  "  on  a  sur- 
veying cruise  in  the  North  and  South  Atlantic.** 

1^,  November  16,  4  a.  m.,  barometer,  instead  of  59.99,  read  29.99. 

127,  November  30,  noon,  instead  of  no  sounding,  read  hoUom  at  2200  fathoms. 

1^,  December  7,  4  p.  m.,  barometer,  instead  of  29.25,  read  29.95. 

131,  December  17,  Ok,  30m.  p.  m.,  temperature  water,  under  surface,  instead  of  100 
&thoms,  read  200  fatlioms. 

153,  March  22,  3  p.  m.,  under  currents,  instead  of  10  fathoms,  twice,  the  depths 

should  be  10  and  80  fathoms. 

154,  March  29,  6  a.  m.,  insert  variation  9°  49'  W. 

160,  April  28,  4  a.  ra.,  instead  of  longitude  44©  42'  15",  read  440  12'  15". 

162,  April  29,  5h.  30m.  a.  m.,  under  currents,  depths,  instead  of  10  and  30  fathoms, 

read  10  and  80  fathoms. 
169,  June  2,  2/i.  45m.  p.  m.,  barometer,  instead  of  39.02,  read  30.02. 
1"1,  June  7,  4h.  lOin.  p.  m.,  temperatures  under  surface,  instead  of  750  at  300  fathoms, 

read  750  at  200  fathoms. 
186,  table,  instead  of  "  real  strength,**  read  "  least  strength,** 
204,  February  15,  1852,  at  1200  and  1300  fathoms,  instead  of  3m.  39s.— 3m.  29s.,  read 

3m.  29s.— 3m.  39s. 
211,  November  24,  1851,  at  1700  fathoms,  instead  of  3m.  35s.,  read  3m.  25s. 
221,  February  2,  sunset,  for  180  42*,  read  180  22',  westerly  variation. 
221,  February  3,  mean  variation,  instead  of  170  00*,  read  170  09'. 
233,' October  16,  instead  of  latitude  360  43',  read  370  43'. 

237,  October  26,  12  p.  ra.,  air,  instead  of  740,  read  720. 

238,  October  30,  10  p.  m.,  air,  instead  of  60O,  read  690. 

240,  November  6,  12  p.  m.,  air,  instead  of  740,  read  710. 

241,  November  8,  9  p.  m.,  water,  instead  of  750,  read  730. 

257,  January  8,  10,  11,  12,  a.  m.,  air,  instead  of  730,  730,  730,  read  830,  830,  830. 

260,  January  15,  12  p.  m.,  water,  instead  of  890,  read  8OO. 

261,  January  19,  11  p.  m.,  air,  instead  of  70O,  read  790. 

269,  February  11,  1,  2,  3,  p.  m.,  air,  instead  of  820,  820,  820,  read  880,  880,  870. 
318, 319,  temperatures,  instead  of  number  of  casts,  road  number  of  observations. 
327,  April  26,  latitude,  instead  of  OO  1'  29",  road  10  V  29". 

ERRATA  ON  GENERAL  TRACK  CHART. 

'"'^aber  5H)^  4  p.  m.,  tempenturo,  at  200  f&tbomB,  instead  of  520,  read  590. 
^S,  nriMiioB,  instead  of  ^o  w.,  read  230  W. 
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NOTICE. 

The  abstract  of  daily  results  given  in  tabular  fornii  beginning  at 
ge  115,  should  be  referred  to  in  reading  the  abstract  remarks  of 
c\i  day  given  on  the  preceding  pages. 
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ddd  CoNOKBSS,  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doc. 

lit  Scition.  No.  61. 


MESSAGE 


FROM 


THE  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


COMMUNICATING 


The  report  of  an  investigation  of  the  charges  of  fraud  and  misconduct  in 
office^  alleged  against  Alexander  Bamseyj  suferifUendent  of  Indian  affairs 
in  Minnesota. 


Jawaby  10, 1854.*— Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

JvLT  28, 1654. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  Senate  <fthe  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  accompanied  by  a  report  of  the  result  of  an  investigation  of 
the  charge  of  fraud  and  misconduct  in  office,  alleged  against  Alexander 
Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  Minnesota,  which  I  have 
caused  to  be  made,  in  compliance  with  the  Senate's  resolution  of  the 
5th  of  April  last* 

FRANK.  PIERCE. 

Washington  City,  January  9,  1864. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington^  January  9,  1854. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  letter  from  the 
Conmiissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  the  5th  instant,  accompanied  by 
the  report  of  Richard  M.  Young,  the  agent  appointed  by  you  m  compli- 
ance with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  of  April  last,  to  inves- 
tirate  the  charges  of  fraud  and  misconduct  in  office,  alleged  against 
Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  Minnesota. 

As  the  Senate  resolution  of  April  last  merely  requested  the  President 
to  cause  the  investigation  to  be  made,  and  to  report  the  result  to  the 
Senate,  and  as  no  appropriation  was  made  to  defray  the  expenses  inci- 
dent thereto,  I  also  transmit  the  accounts  which  have  been  presented, 
in  order  that  the  Senate  may  make  provision  for  their  payment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  McClelland, 

Secretary. 
To  the  President.  ^ 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 

Office  Indian  Affairs^  Janttary  5,  185i 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  report  of  Willis  i 
Gorman  and  Richard  M.  Young,  commissioners  appomted  by  the  Fte- 
sident,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stats 
of  the  5th  of  April,  1853,  to  investigate  the  charges  of  fraud  and  mii- 
conduct  in  office,  alleged  against  Alexander  Ramsey,  late  superintes- 
dent  of  Indian  affairs  in  ACnnesota  Territory,  and  which  were  re&ml 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  by  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  tk 
10th  of  January,  1853. 

This  report  is  signed  by  Commissioner  Young,  and  was  submittfll 
by  him  to  this  office  on  the  30th  ultimo.  Accompanying  it  will  b 
found  copies  of  the  exhibits  and  testimony  in  relation  to  me  cham 
and  the  copies  of  original  papers  in  the  case,  which  were  furnished  I 
the  commissioners  from  this  office,  for  the  purposes  of  theinvesdgatiai 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  MANYPENNY, 

Commissioner, 

Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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REPORT 


OF 


THE   COMMISSIONERS, 


APPOINTED 


By  ihe  President  of  the  Ufuted  States^  to  investigate  tkej^icial  conduct  of 
Alexander  H.  Ramsey^  late  governor  of  Minnesota  Territory^  with  the 
testimony  taken  in  the  case  by  them^  transmitted  to  the  Senate  with  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  January  10, 1854. 


Mat  8, 1854. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Washington  City, 

December  20,  1853. 

Sir  :  We,  the  undersized  commissioners,  specially  appointed  by  the 
President  to  investigate  tne  charges  preferred  against  the  Hon.  Alexan- 
der Ramsey,  late  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  of  Minnesota  Territo- 
ry, by  Madison  Sweetser  and  Daniel  A.  Robertson,  esquires,  have,  in 
Eursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the 
th  of  April,  1853,  and  our  instructions  from  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  made  said  investigation,  by  the  examination  of  tlie  documents 
submitted  to  us  and  of  witnesses  duly  sworn,  as  well  on  the  part  of 
Governor  Ramsey  as  the  United  States,  at  the  office  of  the  executive 
in  the  capitol  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  Territory,  from  time  to  time  from 
the  6th  day  of  July,  to  the  7th  day  of  October,  1853,  both  days  inclu- 
sive, and  respectfully  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  the  fol- 
lowing report,  to  wit : 

That  it  is  provided  by  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  made  with  the  See-see-toan,  and  Wah-pay-toan  bands  of  Dakota 
or  Sioux  Indians  on  the  23d  of  July,  1851,  "  that  there  shall  be  paid 
to  the  chiefs  of  the  said  bands,  to  enable  them  to  settle  their  affairs  and 
comply  with  their  present  just  engagements,  and  in  consideration  of 
their  removing  themselves  to  the  country  set  apart  to  them  as  above, 
which  they  agree  to  do  within  two  years  or  sooner,  if  required  by  the 
President,  without  further  cost  or  expense  to  the  United  States,  and  in 
^consideration  of  their  subsisting  themselves  the  first  year  after  their 
removal,  which  they  agree  to  do  without  further  cost  or  expense  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  $275,000 :  Provided,  That  said 
sum  shall  be  paid  to  the  chiefs  in  such  manner  as  they  hereafler  in 
open  council  shall  request,  and  as  soon  after  the  removal  of  said  Indians 
to  the  home  set  apart  for  them  as  the  necessary  appropriation  therefor 
shall  be  made  by  Congress." 

And  by  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  made  with.. 
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the  Med-a-wakan-toan  and  Wah-pa-koota  bands  of  Dakota  or  Sioox 
Indians  on  the  5th  of  August,  1851,  as  follows : 

"  To  the  chiefs  of  the  said  bands,  to  enable  them  to  settle  their  aSm 
and  comply  with  their  present  just  engagements,  and  in  consideratioQ 
of  their  removing  themselves  to  the  country  set  apart  for  them  as  above, 
(which  they  agree  to  do  within  one  year  after  the  ratification  of  this 
treaty,  without  further  cost  or  expense  to  the  United  States,)  and  in 
consideration  of  their  subsisting  tnemselves  the  first  year  after  their 
removal,  (which  they  agree  to  do  without  further  cost  or  expense  on  ibe 
part  of  the  United  States,)  the  sum  of  ^^220,000  :  Prodded,  That  said 
sum  shall  be  paid  one-half  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Mad«a-wakan-toan  band 
and  one-half  to  the  chief  and  headmen  of  the  Wah-pay-koo-ta  band,  in 
such  manner  as  they  hereafter  in  oven  council  shall  respectively  request 
and  as  soon  after  the  removal  of  said  Indians  to  the  home  set  apait  for 
them  as  the  necessary  appropriations  therefor  shall  be  made  by  Gtd- 
gress." 

These  treaty  stipulations  were  respectively  ratified  by  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  with  certain  amendments,  on  the  23d  of  June,  1852; 
the  admendments  agreed  to  by  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  See-see- 
toan  and  Wah-pay-toan  bands  of  Indians  on  the  8th  day  of  September, 
1852,  by  the  chieis  and  headmen  of  the  Med-a-wakan-toan  and  Wah- 
pay-koo-tay  bands,  on  the  4th  of  September,  1852,  and  confirmed,  nui- 
tied  and  published  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  24di 
of  February,  1853. 

The  appropriations  made  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  August  30,  1852,  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Sioox 
Indians  under  the  treaties  of  July  23,  and  August  5,  1851,  are  in  tk 
following  words,  to  wit : 

"  For  payment  of  the  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pay-toaA 
bands  of  Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians,  to  enable  them  to  settle  their  affiin 
and  to  comply  with  their  present  just  engagements,  for  expenses  of 
removal  of  the  said  bands  from  the  lands  ceded,  and  for  subsistence  of 
themselves  for  one  year  thereafter,  per  first  clause  of  xhejburih  artide 
of  the  treaty  of  the  23d  of  July,  1851,  ratified  by  the  Senate  ofibe 
United  States,  June  23,  1852,  «275,000." 

And  *'  for  payment  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Med-a«wakan-toan  and  Wah- 
pay-koo-ta  bands  of  Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians,  to  enable  them  to  settle 
their  affiiiis  and  comply  with  their  present  just  engagements ;  for  ex- 
penses of  removal  of  said  Indians  from  the  lands  ceded,  and  for  sob- 
sistence  for  themselves  for  one  year  thereafter,  per  ^r$t  clause  of  the 
yottTtA  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  5th 'of  August,  li^51,  ratified  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  June  23,  1852,  $220,000.  ProvM, 
That  no  portion  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
shall  be  applied  until  said  Indians  shall  express  their  assent  to  the 
treaty  as  amended  by  the  Senate."  The  third  section  of  the  same  act 
provides  as  follows:  Section  third,  **  That  no  part  of  the  appropria- 
tions herein  made,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  made,  for  the  benefit  of 
any  Indian,  or  tribe,  or  part  of  a  tribe  of  Indians,  shall  be  paid  to  aov 
attorney,  or  agent  of  such  Indians  or  tribe,  or  part  of  a  tribe,  but  shall 
in  every  case  be  paid  directly  to  the  Indian  or  Indians  themselves  to 
whom  it  shall  be  due*  or  to  the  tribe  or  part  of  a  tribe  jTer  capita^  unksa 
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the  imperious  interest  of  the  Indian  or  Indians,  or  some  treaty  stipula* 
tions  shall  require  the  payment  to  be  made  otherwise,  under  the  direc^ 
tion  of  the  President ;  nor  shall  the  executive  branch  of  the  government 
now  or  hereafter  recognize  any  contract  between  any  Indian  or  tribe, 
or  part  of  a  tribe,  or  any  attorney  or  agent  for  tlie  prosecution  of  any 
claim  against  the  government  under  this  act." 

See  Little  &  Brown's  pamphlets,  Laws  United  States  of  1851  and 
1852,  pages  51,  52,  and  56.  To  enable  Governor  Ramsey,  as  super- 
intendent of  Indian  af&irs  of  the  Minnesota  Territory,  to  comply  with 
the  treaty  stipulations  referred  to  on  the  part  the  United  States,  and  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  the  first  year's  annuities  under  the  new 
treaties  of  July  2o  and  August  5,  1851,  as  aforesaid,  a  requisition  wa» 
made  in  his  favor  on  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  4th  day 
of  October,  1852,  for  the  sum  of  $593,050,  to  be  disbursed  as  directed 
by  the  following  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  to 
>vit : 

Dbpartment  of  the  Interior, 

Office  Indian  Affairs^  October  4,  1852. 

Sir  :  A  requisition  has  this  day  issued  in  your  favor  for  the  sum  of 
$593,050,  with  which  you  will  be  charged  and  held  accountable  under 
the  recent  appropriation  for  fulfilling  treaties  with  the  Sioux  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, to  wit : 
For  payment  of  the  chiefs,  per  first  clause,  fourth  article, 

treaty  23d  July,  1851 $275,000 

For  payment  of  the  chiefs,  per  first  clause,  fourth  article, 

treaty  5th  of  August,  1851 220,000 

For  this  amount,  to  be  laid  out  under  the  direction  of  the 

President,  &c.,  per  second  clause,  fourth  article,  treaty 

23d  July,  1851 5,000 

For  this  amount,  to  be  laid  out  under  the  direction  of  the 

President,  &c.,  per  second  clause,  fourth  article,  treaty 

5th  of  August,  1851 5,000 

For  interest,  per  fourth  article,  treaty  23d  July,  1851,  (for 

provisions-  $4,000) t 44,000 

For  interest,  per  Senate's  amendment,  treaty  23d  of  July, 

1851 6,600 

For  interest,  per  fourth  article,  treaty  5th  August,  1851, 

(for  provisions  $5,000) 35,000 

For  interest,  per  Senate's  amendment,  treaty  5th  of  August, 

1851 3,450 

593,050 

Familiar  as  j'ou  are  with  the  provisions  of  these  trejiiies,  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  give  you  detailed  instructions  in  regard  to  the  funds  now 
placed  in  your  hands.  Had  the  treaties  been  ratified  as  originally 
made,  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  the  reservations  provided  for  them, 
would  have  been  required  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  payment  of 
said  funds ;  but  the  delay  occasioned  by  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  consequently  suffering  condition  of  the  Indians  in  connexion  with 
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other  interests  involved,  may  render  it  expedient  to  dispense  in  some 
measure  with  this  condition,  and  to  pay  out  a  portion  of  the  funds  in 
advance  of  the  entire  removal  of  the  Indians. 

You  will  be  governed  by  a  sound  discretion  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
taking  carf^  to  provide  effectuallj'^  for  their  removal  during  the  next 
year,  and  for  their  subsistence  as  contemplated  by  the  treaties. 

The  subsistence  and  presents  furnished  the  Indians  while  you  were 
engaged  in  obtaining  iheir  assent  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
may,  as  you  suggest,  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  provided  for  their  first 
year's  subsistence. 

To  pay  for  clerical  services  and  other  incidental  expenses  necessarily 
incurred  by  you  in  procuring  the  assent  of  the  Indians  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  a  remittance  will  be  immediately  made  to  you  of 
$250,  for  which  you  will  account  under  the  head  of  "contingencies  of 
Indian  Department." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  LEA,  Commissianer. 


On  the  5th  of  October,  1852,  a  draft,  No.  3808,  was  drawn  at  the 
Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States  in  favor  of  Alexander  Ram- 
sey, as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  on  the  assistant  treasurer  of 
New  York,  for  the  sum  of  $593,050,  eitlbracing  the  several  amounts 
mentioned  in  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  Octo- 
ber 4,  1852,  as  aforesaid ;  which  was  disbursed  and  appropriated  by 
Governor  Ramsey  as  hereinafter  mentioned  and  explained  in  this  report. 
And  thereupon  Madison  Sweetser,  esquire,  as  attorney  for  the  Indians 
addressed  a  communication  to  the  Hon.  William  K.  Sebastian,  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  dated  at  Washington  city,  February  26,  1853,  in  which  he  sub- 
mits for  investigation  the  following  charges  and  specifications  against 
the  official  conduct  of  the  Hon.  Alexander  Ramsay  as  superintendent 
of  Indian  aflfairs  of  Minnesota  Territory,  for  not  having  made  his  dis- 
bursements of  the  said  sums  of  money  in  the  manner  and  for  the  pur- 
poses mentioned  in  the  said  first  clauses  of  the  fourth  articles  of  the 
treaties  of  the  23d  of  July,  and  5th  of  August,  1851,  in  the  following 
respects,  to  wit : 

Charge  1st.  With  confederating  with  Henry  H.  Sibley,  Hercules  L. 
Dousman,  Hugh  Tyler,  Franklin  Steele,  and  others,  to  absorb  the 
whole  fund  named,  to  favorites,  to  the  exclusion  of  meritorious  creditors, 
in  violation  of  law,  and  the  universal  practice  of  the  government  in  the 
liquidation  of  the  indebtedness  of  Indians  to  their  creditors. 

Charge  2d.  With  having  received  from  the  government  $593,050,  in 
the  national  currency  of  the  United  States,  under  instructions  from  the 
proper  department,  to  be  paid  to  the  Dakota  Sioux,  in  accordance 
with  their  treaty  stipulations,  and  with  haxang  exchanged  the  national 
currency  thus  obtained  before  leaving  the  eastern  cities  for  bank  paper 
and  drafts.  Of  having  paid  the  bank  paper  and  drafts  upon  govern- 
ment contracts,  and  with  returning  the  receipts  therefor  to  the  depart- 
ment for  settlement  of  bis  accounts. 
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Charge  3d.  With  having  violated  the  treaties  with  the  Da-ko-ta 
Indians,  in  refusing  payment  to  them,  although  often  and  urgently  de- 
manded in  accordance  with  their  treaty  stipulations ;  with  having  un- 
lawfully paid  said  money  into  the  hands  of  one  Hugh  Tyler,  who 
divided  it  among  a  few  claimants  at  the  house  or  trading  post  of 
Henry  H.  Sibley ;  the  wishes  .and  rights  of  the  Indians  having  been 
totally  disregarded  in  violation  of  law,  and  the  express  stipulations  of 
their  treaties. 

Charge  4th.  With  having,  in  connexion  with  Henry  M.  Rice  and 
others,  assembled  the  upper  Sioux  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  and  there 
attempting  to  procure  from  the  Indians  written  authority  to  control 
their  money  arising  under  the  treaties. 

Charge  6th.  With  having  attempted  to  obtain  from  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States  the  money  due  to  the  Sioux  Indians  upon  a  power 
of  attorney,  which  he  admitted  to  be  void,  and  which  he  obtained  from 
the  Indians  by  fraud. 

Charge  6th.  With  having  used  cruel  and  oppressive  conduct  towards 
the  chiefs,  who  were  the  authorized  agents  of  said  bands,  and  with 
having  substituted  unauthorized  persons  as  chiefs  and  braves,  and  the 
procurement  of  receipts  from  such  persons  which  he  is  now  attempting 
to  palm  off  upon  the  government  as  vouchers  in  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts  with  the  Indian  Bureau. 

Charge  7th.  With  improper  conduct  in  not  holding  his  councils  with 
the  Med-a-wakan-toan  Indians  at  the  council  house  of  the  government, 
and  with  holding  the  same  at  the  trading  house  of  persons  with  whom 
he  was  confederating,  to  overreach  them  by  menace  and  other  influ- 
ences, which  enabled  him  to  effect  his  purposes  aforesaid  ;  that  said 
chiefs  were  kept  drunk  by  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  during  said 
councils. 

Charge  8th.  With  having  openly  violated  the  treaty,  in  not  reserving 
a  sufficient  amount  out  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  funds  to 
remove  and  subsist  them  for  one  year. 

Charge  9th.  With  having  paid  nearly  the  entire  trust  fund  of  said 
Indians,  amounting  to  near  ^50,000,  at  the  trading  house  of  Henry  H. 
Sibley,  and  that  but  a  few,  if  any,  were  benefitted  by  said  payment 
but  those  who  now  are  or  have  been  connected  witli  said  company  in 
trade,  and  with  whom  he  was  confederating.  That  there  are  many 
other  meritorious  creditors  of  the  Indians  who  were  thrust  aside,  and 
were  not  permitted  to  share  in  the  distribution. 

M.  SWEETSER, 

Attorney  for  the  Indians. 

His  Excellency  Alexander  Ramsey, 

Governor^  Sft.^  Washingtonf  2?.  C 


The  following  are  the  specifications  made  by  M.  Sweetser,  to 
wit: 

1st.  That  of  the  $593,050,  paid  by  the  government  to  Alexander 
Ramsey  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  not  exceeding  880,000  or 
9100,000,  was  taken  to  the  Minnesota  Territory  in  gold  or  silver — the 
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balance  having  been  exchanged  in  Nt?w  York  and  PcnnsylviHtl 
paper  money  and  drafts. 

2d.  That  he  paid  government  contractors  in  Minnesota  T« 
with  paper  money  and  drafts,  and  large  sums  of  paper  money  tol 
breed  Indians. 

3d.  That  he  refused  to  pay  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Da-ko-ta  IdM 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  articles  of  their  treaty  sdpi^i 
tions  of  July  and  August,  1851. 

4th.  That  near  a  third  of  a  million  of  dollars  was  p.iid  by  hat' 
Henry  H.  Sibley,  Hercules  L.  Dousman,  Doctor  Charles  W.  Bonfr 
Franklin  Steele,  Josepli  R.  Brown  and  others,  upon  a  fraudulent e» 
tract  obtained  from  these  Indians  at  the  same  time  the  treaty  M 
signed,  and  that  Hugh  Tyler  was  made  the  medium  of  this  paymat 
for  which  fifteen  per  cent  was  charged  to  both  half  breeds  and* 
ders. 

5lh.  That  the  money  was  paid  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  in  vioUft 
of  the  act  of  Congress  appropriating  the  same,  against  the  often » 
peated  wishes  of  the  Indians,  and  against  their  solemn  protests. 

6th.  That  the  Indians  repeatedly,  in  open  council^  demanded  lift' 
money  under  the  treaties,  but  were  refused  by  the  governor. 

7th.  That  his  vouchers  now  on  file  in  the  Indian  Department  for# 
settlement  of  his  accounts  are  frauds  upon  the  Indians.  That  the i 
ceipts  of  the  See-see-toan  juid  Wah-pa-toan  chiefs,  as  presented  byfc 
are  not  the  receipts  of  their  principal  chiefs,  but  with  two  exceptki^ 
are  signatures  ot  young  men,  not  recognized  by  the  nation,  and  pcws» 
sing  no  authority  from  them  to  act. 

8th.  That  the  receipt  of  the  Wah-pa-toan  chiefs  is  e«iually  a  fhni 
and  obtained  from  them  illegally,  and  against  their  wishes. 

9th.  That  in  all  his  oflBcial  intercourse  with  the  tribes  for  the  pi 
year  he  has  manifested  a  predetermined  and  fixed  purpose  to  aiJ 
the  payment  of  this  large  sum  to  the  Indians. 

The  council  held  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  July  last,  (1852,)  estf* 
lishes  this  fact  beyond  doubt. 

10th.  That  the  disbursement  of  this  large  sum  is  not  a  paymeolV 
the  Indians,  their  wishes  having  been  totally  disregarded,  and  the  hi 
and  treaty  in  no  particular  complied  with. 

M.  SWEETSER. 


The  following  are  the  charges  preferred  against  the  Hon.  Alexaodi 
Ramsey  as  sup(*rinlendent  of  Indian  affairs  of  Minnesota  TerrituiJ 
by  Daniel  A.  Robertson,  esquire,  to  wit : 

1st.  That  said  Alexander  Ramsey  exchanged  a  large  portion  of  Ai 
gold  received  by  him  to  pay  the  Da-k(Ka  Indians,  as  stipulated  iioAi 
the  late  treaty,  f()r  bank  notes,  in  violation  of  law. 

2d.  That  he  deposited  a  large  portion  of  said  gold  in  banks,  in  vieh 
tion  of  law. 

3d.  That  he  paid  contractors  for  supplies  for  said  Da-ko-ta  IndM 
in  bank  notes,  in  violation  of  law.  ^ 

4th.  That  he  refused  to  pay  the  said  Da-ko-ta  Indians  the  anxid 
due  to  them  under  the  treaties  aforesaid,  but  by  force  and  intimididi 
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attempted  to  compel  tbem  to  consent  to  such  a  disposition  of  said 
money  as  he  desired ;  and  by  liis  conduct  in  this  regard  treated  them 
with  injustice  and  crueltyy  and  in  violation  of  law,  the  treaty  stipula- 
tions, and  his  own  solemn  pledges  previously  made  to  said  Indians. 

5th.  That  the  said  Ramsey,  with  Henry  H.  Sibley,  Doctor  Charles 
W.  Borup,  Joseph  R.  Brown,  Charles  D*  Fillmore  and  others,  have 
co-operated  to  deraive  the  Da-ko-ta  Indians  of  their  rights  under  the 
late  treaties ;  and  that  by  their  machinations,  the  money  due  to  the 
said  Indians  was  disbursed  in  violation  of  law,  the  rights  of  the  Indians, 
and  treaty  stipulations. 

6th.  That  one  Hugh  Tyler  was  employed  by  the  parties  to  this 
violation  of  law,  and  treaty  stipulations,  as  the  visible  go-between, 
borer,  or  agent,  and  that  a  large  per  centage  was  agreed  to  be  paid,  or 
left  in  his  hands  as  a  fee  from  the  fraudulent  recipients  of  the  Da-ko-ta 
money. 

7th.  That  in  consummation  of  the  frauds  above  alleged,  Alexander 
Ramsey  paid  a  large  amount  of  moneys  due  to  the  said  Da-ko-ta 
Indians  by  treaty,  and  by  him  received  to  pay  to  them,  to  the  said 
Hugh  Tyler,  who  paid  it  chiefly  to  traders  connected  with  the  fur  com- 
pany of  Pierre  Choteau  and  others  ;  which  proceeding  was  in  violation 
of  law  and  treaty  stipulations. 

DANIEL  A.  ROBERTSOiN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  March  19,  1853. 
W.  F.  Wallace, 

Clerk  to  the  committee^  XJ.  S.  Senate. 


The  following  statement  and  explanation  made  by  Governor  Ramsey 
to  the  Hon.  Luke  Lea,  Commissioner  of  Indian  ASairs,  will  show  the 
manner  in  which  the  $275,000,  appropriated  to  carry  out  the  stipula- 
tions under  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  23d 
of  July,  1851,  and  the  $220,000  under  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  5th  of  August,  1851,  were  disbursed  by  him 
as  superintendent  of  Indian  aifairs,  &c.  &c.,  to  wit: 

Minnesota  Suferintendencv, 

St.  Patdy  January  15,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  bad  the  honor,  some  few  days  since,  to  transmit  you  my 
accounts  and»  vouchers  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year  1852.  As  the 
principal  disbursements  in  that  quarter  were  on  account  of  the  recent 
bioux  treaties,  and  the  sums  were  large,  I  deem  it  proper  to  place  in 
the  possession  of  your  department  a  brief  statement  of  my  action  in  the 
premises. 

The  payment  of  $250,000,  part  of  the  sum  of  $275,000  appropriated 
in  the  first  clause  of  the  fourtn  article  of  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des 
Sioux,  was  made  to  the  traders  and  half  breed  relatives  of  the  See-see- 
toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  Sioux,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  a  paper  marked 
A,  executed  by  the  chiefs  of  these  bands  immediately  subsequent  to 
the  aforesaid  treaty.  The  balance,  viz :  $25,000,  I  retained  for  the 
subsistence  and  removal  of  these  Indians. 
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Much  has  been  said  of  the  character  of  that  paper;  b&lit  haSfli 
knowledge,  only  been  assailed  when  the  Indians,  notorioosly 
were  under  the  control  of  persons  who  had  large  pecuniary 
invalidating  it.     From  its  face,  and  from  information  gathered  fiuB 
sponsible  persons,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  was  as  equitable  a 
of  this  money  as  could  well  have  been  effected,  and  that  it  wasi 
cuted  by  the  Indians  with  a  full  knowledge  of  what  it  meant. 

Acting  as  the  agent  of  these  Indians,  under  an  authorization  of 
chiefs  (marked  B.)  of  the  9th  of  September,  1852,  I  deemed  it  ^ 
to  place  the  fairness  of  the  distribution  effected  as  above  beyonlA 
doubt,  and  so  required  of  the  traders  to  verify  their  claims  underdo 
This  was  done,  and  the  statement  marked  C  contains  a  list  of  thi: 
traders,  as  drawn  from  paper  A,  with  their  accounts  sworn  to,  fai 
which  it  appears  that  8210,000  paid  $431,735  78  of  indebtedness.  Sk 
voucher  No.  4,  abstract  B,  in  my  accounts  for  the  fourth  quarter^ 
1852. 

These  traders  and  half-breeds  constituted  Hugh  Tyler  their  attonx;! 
and  requested  me  to  pay  to  him  the  $250,000  due  them.  A  copjrf 
this  power  of  attorney,  marked  D,  with  Mr.  Tyler's  receipt,  markedli 
is  enclosed  herewith. 

The  Wahpakoota  chief  and  headmen,  parties  to  the  treaty  of  M» 
dota,  had,  in  open  council,  on  the  8th  day  of  August,  1852,  afterwaifc 
acknowledged  before  agent  McLean,  distributed  among  their  trada ' 
the  sum  of  $90,000,  provided  for  iu  the  first  clause  of  the  fbutt^i  aitidk 
of  the  treaty  of  Mendota.  A  copy  of  this  paper,  with  the  authoritytH 
the  part  of  all  interested,  to  Hon.  H.  H.  Sibley  to  receive  the  maaeji 
me,  and  his  receipt  therefor,  is  transmitted  herewith,  marked  F. 

It  is  ©roper  here  to  remark,  that  in  a  council  I  held  with  the  dit 
braves,  &c.,  on  the  8th  day  of  November,  1852,  they  referred  to  til 
paper,  and  requested  me  to  pay  agreeably  to  its  terms.  The  balfli 
due  this  band,  viz.,  $20,000,  I  have  retained  for  their  removal  fll 
subsistence. 

In  this  connexion,  please  see  in  my  accounts  for  4th  quarter  of  188 
voucher  No.  1,  abstract  C. 

The  Med-a-wakan-toan  chiefs  instructed  me  on  the  9th  of  Novsi 
ber,  1852,  to  pay  $70,000  of  the  sum  appropriated  in  the  first  clattf 
fourth  article,  of  the  treaty  of  Mendota,  in  full  discharge  of  their  oH 
gations  to  their  licensed  traders  at  the  date  of  said  treaty.  (See  ■ 
accounts  for  fourth  (]uarter  of  1852,  voucher  number  4,  abstract  C 
Twenty  thousand  dollars  they  requested  might  be  paid  into  their  M 
hands,  which  they  expressed  a  purpose  to  pay  out  to  their  haU-fani 
relatives.  A  duplicate  original  of  the  receipt  of  the  chiefs  for  this  sal 
marked  G,  is  made  part  of  this  communication. 

A  list  of  licensed  traders,  since  the  treaty  made  by  the  same  peoi 
in  1837,  when  their  then  debts  were  paid,  certified  to  by  PhilaM 
Prescott,  long  the  interpreter  at  the  Sioux  agency,  marked  H,  is  hfli 
with  enclosed.  A  power  of  attorney  from  these  traders  to  Hugh  1) 
ler,  esq.,  authorizing  him  to  receive  of  me  the  sum  of  $70,000| i 
apart  as  aforesaid,  with  his  receipt  therefor,  is  transmitted  hereiiii 
marked  I. 

The    claimants  were  directed  to  verify  their  accounts,  under  otf 
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This  they  did,  and  a  tabular  abstract  of  the  accounts  filed  with  me» 
and  sworo  to,  is  sent  herewith,  marked  K,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  $70,000  paid  $129,885  10  of  indebtedness.  The  balance  of  the 
fund  due  this  band,  viz :  $20,000,  has  been  retained  by  me  for  their 
removal  and  subsistence. 

Finally,  I  believe  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  the  several  large  sums 
of  money  have  been  fairly,  legally,  and  equitably  disbursed ;  that  the 
Indians  are  all  satisfied;  that  everyone  having  a  claim  against  the 
Indians  under  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  has  been  provided  for, 
as  is  likewise  the  case  with  all  having  claims  against  the  Wah-pa-koo- 
ta  Indians,  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Mendota«  All  the  licensed  traders 
of  the  Med-a-wakan-toan  Sioux  have  been  paid. 
Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 

Hon.  L*  Lea,  Cammiatumert  ^. 


EXHIBIT  A, 
(Called  by  the  witnesses  the  "  Traden^  Paper.**) 

We,  the  undersigned  chiefs,  soldiers,  and  braves  of  the  Wah-pa-toan 
and  See-see-toan  bands  of  Sioux  Indians,  having  this  day  concluded  a 
treaty  with  Luke  Lea  and  Alexander  Ramsey,  commissioners  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  whereby  we  have  ceded  to  the  United  States 
certain  lands  for  a  valuable  consideration,  and  being  desirous  to  pay  to 
our  traders  and  half-breeds  the  sums  of  money  which  we  acknowlede^e 
to  be  justly  due  to  them,  do  hereby  obligate  and  bind  ourselvet^  as  the 
authorized  representatives  of  the  aforesaid  bands,  to  pay  to  the  indi- 
viduals hereinafter  designated  the  sums  of  money  set  opposite  to  their 
respective  names,  so  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  paid  us  m  accordance 
with  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  aforesaid,  which  provides  for  the 
payment  of  a  certain  sum  to  us  as  soon  as  practicable  after  our  removal 
and  the  necessary  appropriation  shall  be  made  by  Congress  for  ar- 
ranging our  affairs  preparatory  to  our  removal  to  the  country  designated 
in  said  treaty  for  our  future  abode,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  and  as  it  is 
speci6ed  that  said  sum  shall  be  paid  in  such  manner  as  requested  by 
the  chiefs  in  open  council  thereafter,  we  do  hereby,  in  open  council, 
request  and  desire  that  the  said  sums  below  specified  shall  be  paid  to 
the  persons  designated  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  necessary  ap- 
propriation shall  be  made  by  Congress  for  this  purpose ;  and  for  this 
payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  hereby  solemnly  pledge  our- 
selves and  the  faith  of  our  nation.  And  we  do. hereby  release  and 
acquit  the  United  States,  upon  the  payment  of  the  sums  aforesaid  as 
herein  specified,  from  any  further  liability  to  us  or  to  our  nation  for  so 
much  of  the  amount  so  to  be  paid  as  is  provided  for  in  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  aforesaid. 

Dated  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  this 
twenty-third  day  of  July,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

Sa-te-e-ta-ton,  his  x  mark. 
E-yang-roo-nee,  his  x  mark. 
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Witnesses : 

Thomas  S.  Williamson, 
Stephen  R.  Rioos, 
W,  G.  LaDuc, 
A.  S.  H.  White, 
Samuel  F.  Brown, 
H.  Jackson, 
James  McBoal, 
Thomas  Foster, 
Wm.  C.  Henderson. 


£-tay-wah-ke-an,  his  x  mark.  _ 

Ish-tah-hum-bah,  his  x  mark*  ■ . 

Ya-zho-pee,  his  x  mark. 
Wash-e-dia-nioz-za,  his  x  mark. 
Wash-te-dan,  his  x  mark. 
Mag-ma-nee,  his  x  mark. 
Ham-pa-red-ar-da,  his  x  mark. 
In-te-pa,  his  x  mark. 
Moch-pee-we-chas-ta,  his  x  mark. 
Wa-kan-mo-nee,  his  x  mark. 
I-te-xa-ke-ve,  his  x  mark. 
Ta-ka-ra,  his  x  mark. 
Mar-pi-na-kan-kan,  his  x  mark. 
Wa-na-pe-ya,  his  x  mark. 
Ta-pe-ta-tan-ka,  his  x  mark. 
Wi-chas-kan-kan-mo-bee,  his  x  mark. 
Ta-wan-kan-di-maz-za,  his  x  mark. 
I-te-du-ta,  his  x  mark. 
Cah-e-desh-ka-ho-ton-ma-nee,  his  x  maiL 
Ho-nok-mar-pi-yah-di-nape,  his  x  mark. 
Wa-kee-te  ma-ni,  his  x  mark. 
O-pe-li-de-yah,  his  x  mark. 
Wah-nok-soon-ta,  his  x  mark. 
Mah-zah-shah,  his  x  mark. 
Wi-yu-ha,  his  x  mark. 
Wa-ki-yan-tan-ka,  his  x  mark. 
Ok-xi-dan-wash-te,  his  x  mark. 
Ah-de-ma-za,  his  x  mark. 
I-te-cho-ka,  his  x  mark. 
Am-pe-tu-shaw,  his  x  mark. 
Young-Sleepy-Eyes,  his  x  mark. 


Schedule  of  atnaunts  to  be  paid  to  thefoUomng  individuab^  as  specUbi 

the  foregoing  instrument,  tiz: 

Alexis  Bailley  and  H.  L.  Dousman,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 
Norman  W.  Kittson,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dolinii 
Gabriel  Rienville,  six  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars.  i 

Stephen  R.  Riggs  and  Thomas  S.  Williamson,  missionaries  for  Afl 
rican  Board  of  Missions  for  foreign  missions,  eight  hundred  doUaDS.   ' 
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Philander  Prescott,  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars. 

Franklin  Steele,  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Henry  H.  Sibley,  sixty-six  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
dollars. 

Joseph  R.  Brown,  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars. 

Joseph  Provincalle,  ten  thousand  and  sixty-six  dollars.  • 

Joseph  and  Antoine  Rienville,  in  trust  for  estate  of  late  Joseph  Rein- 
ville,  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

J.  B.  Farribault,  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Alex.  Farribault,  thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Jos.  Lafi'ambois,  eleven  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

Xavier  Fresnier,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Martin  McLeod,  nineteen  thousand  and  forty-six  dollars. 

Louis  Roberts,  seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

Hartshorn,  five  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

Francis  Labatte,  five  hundred  dollars. 

J.  H.  Lockwood,  five  hundred  dollars. 

Henry  Jackson,  three  hundred  dollars. 

Hazen  Moores,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Kenneth  McKenzie,  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Wm.  H.  Forbes,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Jas.  Rienville,  wife  and  children,  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

Antoine  Rienville  and  three  children,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
and  for  self,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in  addition. 

Michel  Rienville,  child  and  niece,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Jos.  Laframbois,  for  wife  and  five  children,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Jos.  Laframbois,  jr.,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Francis  Laframbois,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Francis  Roy,  four  children  and  sister,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Mary  Anze  and  six  children,  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Alex.  Graham  and  child,  five  hundred  dollars. 

Joseph  Provincalle  and  three  children,  one  thousand  dollars. 

George  Provincalle,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Farribault,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Levi  Bird,  for  his  two  children,  five  hundred  dollars. 

Mrs.  Marv  Ortley  McLeod  and  four  children,  twelve  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

Angelique  Rousseau,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Xavier  Fresnier  and  four  children,  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Narcisse  Fresnier  and  child,  five  hundred  dollars. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ballard  and  five  chihlren,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Louis  Bomcier,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Madame  St.  Antonie  and  five  children,  fiftteen  hundred  dollars. 

Madame  Aug.  Dupuis  and  five  children,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Baptiste  Bonsquette,  for  child,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Jos.  Renville,  jr.,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Margaret  Campbell  and  two  children,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Jean  B.  ^Renville,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Rosalie  Renville,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Isabella  Fresnier,  two  hundred  and  fiity  dollars. 
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Gabriel  Renville  and  two  children,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Angelique  Provincalle,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Thomas  Provincalle,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Antoine  Provincalle,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Francis  Langie,  for  six  children,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

'Mjrs.  Harriet  Farribault  and  four  children,  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

Alex.  Farribault,  wife  and  eight  children,  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

Louis  Laramie,  for  four  children,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Mrs.  Agnes  Forbes  and  two  children,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Mrs.  Susan  F.  Brown  and  seven  children,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Joseph  Cousalle  and  two  sisters,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.^ 

Francis  Dumare,  for  five  children,  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Louis  La  Belle,  lor  three  children,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Vital  Boyer,  for  three  children,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Louis  Martin,  for  eight  children,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Mrs.  Nancy  McLeod,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Mrs.  Angelique  Quinn  and  child,  five  hundred  dollars. 

Jas.  Robinette,  jr.,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Augustin  Rock,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Francis  Labatte,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Jas.  R.  Cluett,  for  two  children,  five  hundred  dollars. 

Geo.  F.  Ortley,  (Lac-qui-parle,)  two  hundred  and  fifty  doUara. 

Mrs.  Antoine  Findley,  two  hunared  and  fifty  dollars. 

Traverse  des  Sioux,  Minnesota  Territory^ 

July  23,  1851. 

I  hereby  certify  that  this  document,  purporting  to  be  an  adjustment 
of  the  debts  and  accounts  due  by  the  Indians  to  the  traders,  was  signed 
by  the  chiefs  and  braves  whose  names  are  attached,  in  my  presence, 
immediately  after  the  treaty  was  signed,  in  presence  of  all  the  Indians 
then  and  there  assembled  in  council.  It  was  not  read  and  explained 
to  them  in  my  presence,  but  from  the  information  of  those  understand* 
ing  the  Sioux  language  upon  whom  I  can  rely,  who  were  present  at  a 
previous  meeting  of  the  Indians  and  traders,  it  was  read  and  explained 
to  them,  and  that  they  agreed  to  its  correctness. 

NATHANIEL  McLEAN,  Indian  Ageta. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  paper,  desiring  the  payment  by  the  In- 
dians, parties  to  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  of  certain  sums  of 
money  to  their  traders,  &c.,  as  well  as  the  certificate  thereto  attached 
by  agent  McLean,  both  are  true  copies  of  the  original  paper  and  cer* 
tificate  in  my  possession. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY, 

Superinlendenti  4f^. 
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EXHIBIT  B. 

Power  of  altomey  given  by  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa'toan  chiefs  (f 
Sioux  Indians  to  Governor  Ramsey^  to  receive  from  the  United  States  the 
S275,000  due  to  them  under  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  July  23, 
1861. 

Whereas,  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  made  and  concluded  at 
Traverse  des  Sioux  on  the  23d  day  of  July,  1851,  between  the  United 
States,  by  Luke  Lea,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  Alexander 
Ramsey,  governor  and  ex  oMcio  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  head- 
men of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Dakota  or  Sioux 
Indians,  duly  authorized  thereto,  it  was,  among  other  things,  provided 
that  the  United  States  would  pay  to  the  chiefs  of  said  bands,  to  enable 
them  to  settle  their  affairs  and  comply  with  their  (then)  present  just 
engagements,  and  in  consideration  of  their  removing  themselves  to  the 
country  set  apart  for  them  by  said  treaty,  and  in  consideration  of  their 
subsisting  themselves  the  first  year  after  their  removal,  which  they 
agreed  to  do,  without  further  cost  to  the  government,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  ($275,000,)  provided  that 
the  said  sum  should  be  paid  to  the  said  chiefs  in  such  manner  as  they 
thereafter  in  open  council  should  request : 

And  whereas  the  said  treaty  has  been  approved  and  ratified  by  the 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States,  with  certain  amendments 
added  thcr^  to,  which  amendments  have  been  this  day  submitted  by 
Alexander  Ramsey,  governor  and  ex  officio  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  as  aforesaid,  acting  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and 
we,  the  undersigned,  chiets  of  said  bands,  and  duly  authorized  thereto, 
have  in  open  council  concurred  in,  consented,  and  agreed  to  said 
amendments : 

Now,  therefore,  ti?c,  the  said  chiefs,  being  desirous  that  the  provisions 
of  the  said  treaty,  and  especially  of  the  fourth  article  thereof,  should  be 
fully  and  fairly  carried  out,  according  to  its  just  and  true  intent  and 
spirit,  and  having  full  confidence  in  the  discretion  and  integrity  of  his 
excellency  Alexander  Ramsey,  governor  and  ex  officio  superintendent 
of  Indian  afl^airs  as  aforesaid,  do,  in  open  council  assembled,  by  these 
presents  authorize,  empower,  and  request  him  to  ask  and  receive  for 
us,  and  in  our  names,  the  said  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars,  (275,000,)  hereby  giving  him  full  power  to  receipt  for 
the  same,  and  execute  in  our  names  all  necessary  vouchers  and  acquit- 
tances therefor;  and  we  do  hereby,  in  open  council,  authorize  and 
request  the  proper  officers  of  the  United  States  to  pay  the  said  sum  to 
him,  the  said  Alexander  Ramsey,  &c.,  as  <iforesaid ;  and  we  also 
authorize,  empower,  and  request  him  to  do,  or  cause  to  be  done,  all 
the  acts  contemplated  by  the  said  fourth  article  for  and  by  us  to  be 
done,  to  appropriate  the  said  money  in  accordance  with  and  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  equitable  and  true  intent  thereof;  ail  such 
acts  when  done  to  be  final  and  binding  upon  usy  and  to  have  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  if  done  by  us. 

And  we  do  hereby  revoke  and  annul  all  former  and  other  powers 
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of  attorney  executed  or  given  by  us  with  reference  to  the  receipt  or 
collection  of  the  said  sum  of  money  or  any  part  thereof. 

E-yang-mo-nee,  his  x  mark, 

E-tay-wah-ke-an,  his  x  mark. 

Ish-tah-hum-bah,  by  his  nephew,  his  x  mark 

Mack-pee-we-chas-ta,  his  x  mark. 

Esh-ta-hom-ba-ko-ash-ka,  his  x  mark. 

O-pee-en-dah,  his  x  mark. 

No-aw-pa-keen-yan,  his  x  mark. 

Wash-tang-day,  his  x  mark. 

Ha-ya-he-day-ma-za,  by  his  father,  his  x  mark* 

Wa-keen-ya-doo-tah,  his  x  mark. 

A-na-wang-ma-nee,  his  x  mark. 

Enk-fra,  by  his  son,  his  x  mark. 

Ya-zoo-ah-pee,  his  x  mark. 

Ta-pe-ta-tunk-ka,  his  x  mark. 

Wa-mee-de-o-to-mo-nee,  his  x  mark. 

Wah-pe-yan-ha-skan-skan,  his  x  mark. 

No-hope-ton,  his  x  mark. 

Wo-to-ne-ho-wash-ta,  his  x  mark. 

Maz-a-ho-te-man-i,  his  x  mark. 

Ta-chan-ka-hoo-ta,  his  x  mark. 

Wah-pah-ha-na,  his  x  mark. 

Wah-ne-pe-de-doo-tah,  his  x  mark. 

Ho-pah-sho-ko-ma-za,  his  x  mark. 

Tah-wa-kan-he-da-ma-za,  his  x  mark. 

Wa-ka-han-de-to-pa,  his  x  mark. 

Wa-kan-dee-ka-ta,  his  x  mark. 

Mah-kah-en-day,  his  x  mark. 

Signed  in  open  council  this  8th  day  of  September,  1852,  in  preseoce 
of— 

NATHANIEL  McLEAN,  Indian  agent, 
WALLACE  B.  WHITE,  Secretary. 
PHILANDER  PRESCOTT,  Interpreter. 
JOSEPH  LAFRAMBOIS,  Interpreter. 
HENRY  M.  RICE. 

I,  Nathaniel  McLean,  United  States  Indian  agent,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  named  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  See-see-toan  ana 
Wah-pa-toan,  bands  of  Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians,  now  in  full  aod 
open  council  assembled,  and  who  constitute  and  art*  the  proper  authori- 
ties of  said  bands,  being  a  majority  of  the  chiefs  and  headmen,  and  as 
such  fully  competent  to  transact  any  and  all  tribal  or  national  business, 
for  and  in  behalf  of  said  bands  of  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pay-toan 
Indians,  authorize  and  request  me  as  their  agent,  to  state  that  the 
annexed  and  foregoing  authority  in  writing  from  them,  was  signed  and 
executed  by  them  in  good  faith,  and  with  a  full  and  complete  knowledge 
of  its  contents,  purport,  and  meaning,  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes 
therein  named ;  and  the  same  having  been  by  me  fully  explained,  tbey, 
for  themselves  and  their  bands  approve,  ratify,  and  confirm  the  same, 
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tkd,  authorize  and  recpiest  roe  to  bear  written  testimony  that  the  same 
^  their  tribal  and  national  act  and  deed. 

NATHANIEL  McLEAN,  Indian  agent. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  power  of  attorney, 
^  well  as  of  Agent  McLean's  certificate  attached  thereto, 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 


EXHIBIT  C. 

Abstract  of  iraden  claims,  under  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  as  rendered 

under  oath. 

Alexis  Bailly,  forty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
dollars. 

N.  W.  Kittson,  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

Gabrielle  Renville,  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars. 

American  Board  of  Missions,  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  doUars. 

P.  Prescot,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars. 

F.  Steele,  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

H.  H.  Sibley,  agent  American  Fur  Company,  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  forty 
cents. 

Joseph  R.  Brown,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

Estate  of  L.  Provincelle,  thirty  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Estate  of  Joseph  Reinville,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

J.  Bt.  Farribault,  thirty-three  thousand  dollars. 

Alexander  Farribault,  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

Joseph  Lafirambois,  fourteen  thousand  dollars.1| 

Estate  of  Fr.  Frcsnier,  fourteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventeen 
dollars. 

Martin  McLeod,  twenty-five  thousand  and  forty  dollars. 

Lewis  Roberts,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

William  Hartshorne,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-four 
dollars. 

Fr.  Labatte,  five  hundred  dollars. 

Henry  Jackson,  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  thirty- 
eight  cents. 

Hazen  Moors,  one  thousand  dollars. 

R.  M.  McKenzie,  for  Columbia  Fur  Company,  fifty-seven  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

J.  H.  Lockwood,  one  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

Total  amount,  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirty-five  dollars  and  seventy-eight  cents. 

I  certify  that  the  several  accounts  above  were  rendered  to  me,  under 
oath  in  each  case,  respectively,  and  that  the  several  accounts,  with  die 
oath  as  taken  and  subscribed,  are  now  in  my  possession. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 
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Receipt  (ftke  chiefs  of  the  See-seertoan  and  Wah-pa^toan  hands  of  Sioux 
Indians  to  Alexander  Ramsey^  as  per  voucher  No,  4,  in  abstract  B. 

We,  the  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Dako- 
ta or  Sioux  Indians,  in  open  council  assembled,  do  hereby  acknow- 
ledge to  have  received  of  Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  under  the 
first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  of 
the  23d  day  of  July,  1851 ;  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  of 
which  we  desire  him  to  pay,  in  full  acquittance  of  our  just  obligations 
at  the  date  of  said  treaty,  to  our  traders,  agreeable  to  the  distnbution 
made  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  aforesaid,  and  the  balance  to  our  rela- 
tives of  mixed  blood. 

NOVBMBBR  29,  1852. 

E-tay-wah-ke-an,  his  x  mark. 

Wah-noh-soon-ta,  his  x  mark. 

Yah-zho-a-pee,  his  x  mark. 

0-kee-tah,  nis  x  mark. 

Etchashkah-Skomahnee,  his  x  mark. 

Wah-na-ta,  his  x  mark. 

Nor-op-ton,  his  x  mark. 

Wam-du-pi-du-ta,  his  x  mark. 

A-kipa,  his  x  mark. 

Intree-book-ar-dan,  his  x  mark. 

0-tak-e-ta,  his  x  mark. 

Hoopah-Inapehdoutah,  his  x  mark. 
Witnesses : 

Thobias  Foster, 
Jno.  C.  Keltbr,  U.  S*  A., 
Charlbs  D.  Fillmorb, 
Wm.  Hbnrt  Forbes. 

I  certify,  on  honor,  that  the  above  account  is  correct  and  just,  and 
that  I  have  actually,  this  29th  of  November,  1852,  paid  the  amount 
thereof 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 


EXHIBIT  D. 

The  undersigned,  claimants  under  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux, 
concluded  on  the  23d  day  of  July,  1851,  hereby  authorize  and  request 
Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  to  pay  the  several 
amounts  due  us  respectively,,  as  distributed  by  the  chiefs  at  the  time  of 
said  treaty,  to  our  agent  and  attorney,  Hugh  Tyler,  and  we  hereby 
authorize  and  empower  him  to  receipt  for  the  same,  which  shall  be  in 
full  discharge  and  acquittance  of  our  claims  against  the  See-see-toan 
and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Dakota  or  Sioux  InSans,  up  to  the  date  of 
treaty. 
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Gabrella  Renville,  his  x  mark. 

Vital  Boyer,  his  x  mark. 

Thomas  Dumera,  his  x  mark. 

Louis  La  Belle,  his  x  mark. 

Baptiste  Bousquette,  his  x  mark. 

Francis  Roi,  his  x  mark. 

Semia  Laplante,  for  wife,  his  x  mark. 

Antonie  Renville. 

Joseph  Renville,  jr. 

G.  F.  Ortlev,  by  his  trustee. 

M.  McLeod. 

B.  Farribault. 

Alexis  Bailly. 

Wm.  Henry  Forbes. 

Wm.  Hartshorne. 

H.  H.  Sibley. 

H.  L.  Dousman. 

Franklin  Steele. 

Joseph  R.  Brown. 

Martm  McLeod. 

Jos.  Laframbais. 

Alex.  Farribault. 

A.  Graham. 

Louis  Larame,  his  x  mark. 

Jos.  Renville. 

Martin  McLeod,  trustee  lor  M.  E.  Ortley,  children,  and  others- 

Hypolite  Depuis. 

Pierre  Felix,  his  x  mark. 

Levi  Bird. 

Henri  Pollard. 

Francis  Largee,  his  x  mark. 

Thos.  Provincelle,  his  x  mark. 

Aug.  Rock,  his  x  mark. 

H.  L.  Dousman,  administrator  of  F.  Fresnier. 

Chas.  St.  Antoine,  his  x  mark,  for  self  and  family. 

F.  Labatte. 

Hazen  Mooers. 

J.  H.  Lockwood,  per  H.  Dousman. 

N.  W.  Kittson,  by  H.  H.  Sibley. 

Louis  Martin,  his  x  mark. 

Jos.  Laframbais,  his  x  mark. 

Francois  Laframbois. 

Angelique  Provincelle,  per  Chas.  St.  Antoine,  her  x  mark. 

Antoine  Provincelle,  per  Chas.  St.  Antoine. 

Harriet  Farribault,  and  children,  per  Alex.  Farribault. 

K.  Mackenzie,  for  self  and  Hazen  Mooers. 

Louis  Roberts,  his  x  mark. 

P.  P.  Prescott. 

H*  H  Siblev    (  executors  of  Louis  Provincelle,  deceased. 
Henry  Jackson,  by  H.  H.  Sibley,  agent  for  Samuel  Leech, 
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F.  La  Batle,  for  Henry  Angee,  and  family. 
Harriet  Farribault,  by  Alex.  Farribault. 

Witnesses : 

Martin  McLeod, 
H.  H.  Sibley. 

Traverse  des  Sioux,  December  1,  1852. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  power  of 
2i.ttornev  in  my  possession. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 


Foivcr  of  attorney  of  the  half-breeds  to  Alexander  Ramsey  to  pay  their  part 

of  the  money  to  Hugh  Tyler. 

The  undersigned,  claimants  under  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux, 
concluded  on  the  23d  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1851,  hereby  authorize  and 
request  Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  to  pay 
the  several  amounts  due  us,  respectively,  as  distributed  by  the  chie& 
at  to  the  time  of  said  treaty,  to  our  agent  and  attorney,  Hugh  Tyler, 
and  we  hereby  authorize  and  empower  him  to  receipt  for  the  same, 
which  shall  be  in  full  discharge  and  acquittance  of  our  claims  against 
the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians 
up  to  the  date  of  the  treaty. 

Mendota,  December  11,  1852. 

Francis  Laframbois,  ^ 

Jos.  Laframbois,  Jr.,  >By  Jos.  Laframbois. 

Isabella  Frenier,         ) 

Alex.  R.  McLeod. 

John  B.  Renville. 

Alex.  D.  Campbell. 

Chas.  St.  Antoine,  his  x  mark. 

Chas.  St.  Antoine,  for  Angelique  Provincelle,  his  x  mark. 

Simeon  Laplant,  for  Rosalie  Roiz,  or  Leffler,  his  x  mark. 

Chas.  St.  Antoine,  for  Antoine  Provincelle,  his  x  mark. 

Jos.  Courselle,  for  self  and  sisters,  his  x  mark. 

Jean  Bp.  Crecht,  for  his  child,  his  x  mark. 

Pierre  Felix,  for  his  two  children,  his  x  mark. 

Ant.  S.  Finlej^  for  wife. 

Jos.  R.  Brown,  for  Le  Grelot. 

Jean  Rosseau,  for  wife. 

Wm.  L.  Quin,  for  wife  and  child. 

Louis  Angee,  for  children,  his  x  mark. 

Louis  Bowen,  his  x  mark. 

Jos.  Provincelle. 

Geo.  Provincelle,  his  x  mark. 

Jos.  Rolinelle,  Jr.,  his  x  mark. 

Rosalie  Renville,  her  x  mark. 
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Wm.  Altenberge,  for  child. 

John  Moore,  his  x  mark. 

Thomas  Provincelle,  his  x  mark. 

Pierre  RouUard,  for  his  child. 

Louis  Martin,  for  his  children,  his  x  mark. 

J.  R.  Claet,  for  children. 

Witness :  H.  L.  Dousman. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  power  of 
attorney  in  mv  possession. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 


Hugh  Tyler^s  leceipt  to  Govei-nor  Ramsey  for  S40,000  of  the  half-hrettt 
money  wider  their  power  of  attorney,  of  December  11,  1852. 

Received  of  Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  the 
sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  claims  due  the 
half-breeds  under  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  which  sum  I  am 
to  pay  said  half-breeds  under  the  direction  of  said  superintendent. 

HUGH  TYLER, 

Attorney  for  half-ireedt. 
Mbndota,  December  11,  1852. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  receipt  ia 
my  possession. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 


EXHIBIT  E.       • 

lAst  of  claimants  and  traders,  and  the  amount  aHoioed  each  under  the  treaty 

of  Traverse  des  Sioux. 

Bailly  and  Dousman,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

N.  W.  Kitson,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Gabrielle  Renville,  six  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars. 

S.  R.  Riggs,  for  American  Board,  ei^ht  hundred  dollars. 

P.  Prescott,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars. 

Franklin  Steele,  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Henry  H.  Sibley,  sixty-six  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dol- 
lars. 

Jos.  R.  Brown,  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars. 

Jos.  Provincelle,  ten  thousand  and  sixty-six  dollars. 

Estate  of  Jos.  Renville,  sr.,  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  and 
forty  dollars. 

J.  B.  Farribault,  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Alexander  Farribault,  thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Jos.  Laframbois,  eleven  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 
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R.  Fresnier,  two  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 
Martin  McLeod,  nineteen  thousand  and  forty-six  dollars. 
Lewis  Roberts,  seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

Hartshome,  five  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

Francis  Labatte,  five  hundred  dollars. 

J.  H.  Lockwood,  five  hundred  dollars. 

Henry  Jackson,  three  hundred  dollar^. 

Hazen  Mooers,  one  thousand  dollars. 

R.  McKenzie,  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

W.  H.  Forbes,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Total,  two  hundred  and  nine  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 


Hugh  Tyler*  8  receipts  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  8210,000  under  the  power  of 
(Utomey  given  him  by  the  traders,  December  1,  1852. 

In  virtue  of  a  power  of  attorney  to  me  given  for  that  purpose,  I 
hereby  acknowledge  to  have  received  of  Alexander  Ramsey  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  nine  thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  distrib- 
uted as  above. 

HUGH  TYLER,  Attorney,  ^. 

St.  Paul,  December  8,  1852. 


Received,  St.  Paul,  December  16th,  the  further  sum  of  eight  hun- 
dred dollars,  being  the  amount  due  S.  R.  Riggs  for  American  board, 
and  lefl  with  F.  B.  Sibley. 

HUGH  TYLER. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  trua  copy  of  the  original  receipts  in 
my  possession. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 


EXHIBIT  F. 

Request  of  the  Wah-pa-Jcoo-ta  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  for  the  payment  of 

their  traders* 

We,  the  undersigned,  chief,  soldiers,  and  braves,  of  the  Wah-pa-koo- 
ta  band  of  Sioux  Indians,  having  this  day  concluded  a  treaty  witn  Luke 
Lea  and  Alexander  Ramsey,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  whereby  we  have  ceded  to  the  United  States  certain  lands  for 
a  valuable  consideration,  and  being  desirous  to  pay  our  traders  the  sunoi 
of  money  which  we  acknowledge  to  be  justly  due  to  them,  do  hereby 
bind  and  obligate  ourselves,  as  the  authorized  representatives  of  the 
aforesaid  band,  to  pay  to  the  individuals  hereinafter  designated  the  sum 
of  money  set  opposite  to  their  respective  names,  so  soon  as  the  same 
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shall  be  paid  to  us,  in  accordance  with  the  fourth  article  of  the  trntf 
aforesaid,  which  provides  for  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  to  «v 
soon  as  practicable  after  our  removal,  and  the  necessary  appropriiii 
shall  be  made  by  Congress  for  arranging  our  afi&irs  preparatnjti 
our  removal  to  the  country  designated  in  snid  treaty  for  our  km 
abode,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  as  it  is  specified  that  ssudai 
shall  be  paid  in  such  manner  os  requested  by  the  chiefs  in  open  co» 
cil,  therefore  we  do  hereby,  in  open  council,  request  and  desirelii 
the  said  sums  below  specified  shall  be  paid  to  the  persons  designiri 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  necessary  appropriations  slulk 
made  by  Congress  for  this  purpose;  and  lor  this  payment,  weDaJ 
truly  to  be  made,  we  hereby  solemnly  pledge  ourselves  and  the  iH 
of  our  nation,  and  we  do  hereby  release  and  acquit  the  United  Sw 
upon  the  payment  of  the  sums  aforesaid  as  herein  specified,  im 
any  further  liability  to  us  or  to  our  nation  for  so  much  of  the  ami* 
so  to  be  paid,  as  is  provided  for  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  aiw- 
said. 

Dated  at  Mendota,  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  on  this  fifth  diyrf 
August,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one. 


Schedule  of  amounts  to  be  jxiidj  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing 

by  the  Wah-pa-lcoo-ta.  band  of  Sioux  Indians^  viz: 

Alexander  Farribault,  forty-two  thousand  dollars. 

Henry  H.  Sibley,  thirty-one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Duncan  Campbell,  five  hundred  dollars. 

James  Wells,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Augustine  Root,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Alexis  Bailly,  nine  thousand  dollars. 

H.  L.  Dousman,  four  thousand  dollars. 

Philander  Prescott,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Witness  our  hands : 

Hoo-sha-sha,  his  x  mark. 

Pa-pay,  his  x  mark. 

Ha-  pee,  his  x  mark. 

Ho-tain,  his  x  mark. 

Mon-e-pee-washe-chow,  his  x  mark. 

Jegree-sapa,  his  x  mark. 

Muhah-a-kan-a-waw-kan,  his  x  mart 
In  presence  of — 

Philander  Prescott,  Superintendent  of  farming  for  Sioux. 
Hugh  Carlton  Hinman, 
Frederick  B.  Sibley. 

I  certify,  that  on  the  IStli  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1851,  there  if 
peared  before  me  the  chief,  soldiers,  and  braves,  of  the  Wah-pa-to* 
Dand  of  Sioux  Indians,  seven  in  number,  and,  in  open  council,  sifltf' 
the  foregoing  obligation  in  my  presence,  after  it  had  been  read  torn* 
and  fiilly  explained. 

NATHANIEL  McLEAN,  Indian  Agst. 
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Office  Indian  Affairs, 

September  1,  1852. 

I  certify,  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  original, 
this  day  med  in  this  office. 

LUKE  LEA,  Commissioner. 

Mendota,  November  10,  1852. 

His  excellency  Alexander  Ramsey  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  the 
within  sum  to  Henry  H.  Sibley. 

ALEXANDER  FARRIBAULT. 
H.  L.  DOUSMAN. 
ALEXIS  BAILLEY- 

his 

AUGUSTIN   X  ROOT. 

mark. 

JAMES  WELES. 
PHILANDER  PRESCOTT. 


Henry  H  Sibley*  s  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  890,000  of  the  Wahrpor 

Jcoo-ta  money  for  disbursement  to  the  traders. 

Received  of  Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian  afFaits, 
ninety  thousand  dollars,  in  full  of  tne  within  obligation. 

H.  H.  SIBLEY. 
Mendota,  November  11,  1852. 

I  certify,  that  the  within  and  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  paper  as 
certified  by  Commissioner  Lea,  and  of  the  authority  to  Mr.  Sibley  to 
receive  the  money  for  the  traders,  and  of  Mr.  Sibley's  receipt  to  me  iac 
the  money. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 


■*       V 
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Receipt  of  the  Chief  and  Headmen  of  the  Wah-pa-koa-ta  band  of  Sioux 
Indians  to  Alexander  Ramsey,  being  txyucher  No.  1  in  abstract  C. 

Mbndota,  November  8,  1862. 

We,  the  chief  and  headmen  of  the  Wah-pa-koo-ta  band  of  Sioux 
or  Dakota  Indians,  in  open  council  assembled,  do  hereby  acknowledge 
lo  have  received  of  Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian  afTairsy 
the  sum  of  $90,000,  under  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  A^ndota,  of  the  6th  of  August,  1861,  all  of  which  we  desire 
him  to  pay,  in  full  acquittance  of  our  just  obligations,  at  the  date  of  said 
treaty,  to  our  Ucensea  traders. 

HOO-SHAW-SHAW,  his  x  mark. 
PAY-PAY,  his  X  mark. 
TAH-TAY-OH-TAH-MON-NA,  his  x  mark. 
TAH-OH-TEN-AH-DOO-TAH,  his  x  mark. 
Witnesses : 

C.  D.  Fillmore, 
Roger  Jones,  lAttUenant  U.  S.  A* 
John  C.  Kelton,  17.  S.  A. 
Franklin  Steele, 
r       Wm.  Henry  Forbes,  Interpreter. 

I  certify,  on  honor,  that  the  above  account  is  correct  and  just,  and 
that  I  have  actually,  this  8th  day  of  November,  1862,  paid  the  amount 
thereof. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 


Receipt  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-ton  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  to 

Alexander  Ramsey. 

Mendota,  November  9,  1862. 

We,  the  chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-ton  band  of  Sioux  or  Dakota 
Indians,  in  open  council  assembled,  do  hereby  acknowledge  to  have 
received  of  Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  the 
sum  of  $90,000,  under  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Mendota,  of  the  6th  of  August,  1861 ;  $70,000  of  which  we  desire 
him  to  pay,  in  full  acquittance  of  our  just  obligations,  at  the  date  of 
said  treaty,  to  our  licensed  traders. 

Wa-ba-shaw,  his  x  mark. 

Wah-coo-ta,  his  x  mark. 

Tah-o-ah-ta-doo-ta,  his  x  mark. 

Tah-chan-koo-wash-tah,  his  x  mark. 

Shak-o-pee,  his  x  mark. 

We-chonk-pee,  his  x  mark. 

Mah-zah-ho-tah,  his  x  mark. 

Hooh-yu-pah,  his  x  mark. 

Waza-yu-wa-meno-ha,  his  x  mark. 

Chard-o-peh,  his  x  mark. 

Eto-hen-o»ha,  his  x  mark. 

Wan-pego-wa-hay-tah,  his  x  mark. 
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Witnesses : 

Charles  D.  Fillmore, 

Franklin  Steele, 

S.  J.  Fridley,  ♦ 

Ant.  Findley, 

Jack  Tracy, 

Joseph  Labathe, 

Hayne  Morris, 

Nathaniel  McLean,  Indian  Agent.  | 

A.  D.  Wilson,  First  Lieutenant^  6th  Infantry. 

I  certify,  on  honor,  that  the  above  account  is  correct  and  just,  and 
that  I  have  actually,  this  9lh  of  November,  1852,  paid  the  amount 
thereof. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 


EXHIBIT  G. 

St.  Peter's  Agency,  November  11,  1852. 

The  undersigned,  chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-ton  bands  of  Dakota 
or  Sioux  Indians,  acknowledge  to  have  received  of  Alexander  Ramsey, 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  each  of  us,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  fourteen  and  two-seventh 
cents. 

Ce-tan-wa-ku-a-mani,  his  x  mark. 
Shak-o-pee,  his  x  mark. 
Tah-chan-koo-wash-tah,  his  x  mark. 
Mock-pee-wee-chas-tah,  his  x  mark. 
Mah-zah-ho*tah,  his  x  mark. 
Wah-koo-tay,  his  x  mark. 
Wa-ba-shaw,  his  x  mark. 
Witnesses : 

Nathaniel  McLean,  Indian  Agent. 
A*  Robertson, 
John  George  Lemon, 
Alexander  Farribault, 
Franklin  Steele. 


EXHIBIT  H. 

Lift  of  licensed  traders  tvith  the  Med-a-toa-Jcan-toan  Sioux^  between  1837 

(the  date  of  the  former  treaty)  and  1861. 

James  Wells,  at  Lake  Pepin. 
Francis  Labatte,  with  lower  band. 
Thomas  Odell  and  McBoal,  opposite  St.  Paul. 
Philander  Prescott,  under  Baker's  license. 
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Henry  H.  Sibley,  at  Mendota, 

Alexander  Fambault,  at  Mendota. 

Alexis  Bailley,  at  Wabashaw. 

Jean  B.  J.  Farribaull,  at  Six's  village. 

W.  G.  &  G.  W.  Ewing,  Godfrey's  license,  at  Good  Road's  village. 

Joseph  Buisson,  under  Well's  license,  at  Lake  Pepin. 

Franklin  Steele,  N.  W.  Kittson's  license.  Cold  Water. 

Alexis  P.  Bailley,  at  Wabashaw. 

Henry  G.  Bailley,  at  Olive  Grove. 

Oliver  Farribault,  at  Six's  village. 

Joseph  J.  Frazer,  at  Red  Wing. 

Augustin  Rock,  at  Lake  Pepin. 

H.  D.  White,  at  Red  Wing. 

David  Farribault,  at  Six's  village,  under  J.  B.  Farribault. 

R.  P.  Russell,  1846,  at  Good  Road's  village. 

St.  Peter's  Agency,  December  8,  1862. 

I  certify  that  the  above  comprises  the  names  of  all  who  have  re- 
ceived licenses  to  trade  within  this  agency  with  the  Med-a-wa-kan-ton 
band  of  Sioux,  between  the  ye.'u-  1837  and  the  date  of  the  treaty  of 
1851,  at  Mendota. 

P.  PRESCOTT. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  paper  in  my 
possession.  Mr.  Prescott  has  been  interpreter,  superintendent  of  farm- 
mg,  &c.,  for  the  Sioux,  all  the  time  above  referred  to. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 


EXHIBIT  L 

The  (raderB*  power  of  aUorney  to  Hugh  Tyler,  for  f/ie  amwint  due  from  the 

Med-a-wa-kan-foaji  band  of  Sioux  Indium : 

The  undersigned,  licensed  traders  and  claimants  under  the  treaty  of 
Mendota,  concluded  on  the  5tli  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1851,  hereby 
authorize  and  request  Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  to  pay  the  several  amounts  due  us  from  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan 
band  of  Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians,  to  our  agent  and  attorney,  Hugh 
Tyler ;  and  we  hereby  authorize  and  empower  him  to  receipt  for  the 
same,  which  shall  be  in  full  discharge  and  acquittance  of  our  claim 
against  said  Indians,  up  to  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  Mendota. 
December  11,  1852. 

P.  PRESCOTT. 

FRANKLIN  STEELE. 

JOSEPH  FRAZER,  per  F.  Steele. 

JOSEPH  BROWN. 

H.  H.  SIBLEY. 

ALEXIS  BAILLEY. 

ALEXANDER  FAKRIBKHl.'^. 


y 


. .  V-* 
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Witness:  A.  L.  Dousman. 


JOS.  LAFRAMBOIS. 

JOS.  RENVILLE- 

F.  LABATTE. 

AUGUSTIN  ROCK,  his  x  miiL 

JAS.  McBOAL. 

B.  FARRIBAULT. 

ALEXIS  BAILLEY, 

for  H.  G.  Bailkj. 
ALEXIS  FARRIBAULT, 

for  estate  of  O.  Farribault,  dcc^i 
JOS.  BUISSON,  his  X  mark. 
JAS.  WELLS, 

by  his  attorney,  H.  H.  SiWcy. 


Hugh  Tyler^s  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsay j /or  $70,000. 

I,  Hugh  Tyler,  attorney  for  claimants  under  the  treaty  of  MeoAfe 
of  the  5tn  day  of  August,  1851,  licreby  acknowledge  to  have  reoebil 
of  Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  the  mmi 
seventy  thousand  dollars,  for  distribution  among  licensed  traders. 

HUGH  TYLER 

St.  Paul,  December  13,  3862. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  power  of  attom^i 
Hugh  Tyler,  and  of  his  receipt  to  mc. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 


EXHIBIT  K. 

List  of  traders*  names,  uith  the  amount  of  their  claims  against  the  Mdt 
wa-Jcan-toan  band  of  Sioux,  asjiled  with  me,  under  oath,  respectirdf 

H.  H.  Sibley,  thirty-seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-0» 
dollars  and  seven  cents. 

McBoal  &  Odell,  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  ninci^ 
three  cents. 

Alexis  Bailley,  twenty  thousand  one  hundred  and  eight  dollars. 

James  Wells,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Frs.  Labatte,  five  thousand  dollars. 

Philander  Prescott,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  dot' 
lars  and  ten  cents. 

Alexis  Farribault,  nine  thousand  dollars. 

J.  B.  Farribault,  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

Jos.  Buisson,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Franklin  Steele,  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Henry  6.  Bailley,  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars. 
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Estate  of  O.  Farribault,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Jos.  J.  Fra^er,  five  thousand  dollars. 

Augustine  Rock,  five  thousand  dollars. 

Jos.  Lafi'ambois,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Jos.  Renville,  deceased,  tviro  thousand  dollars. 

W.  G.  &  G.  W.  Ewing,  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

Total.  One  hundred  and  tw^enty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-five  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  abstract  of  the  several  accounts 
filed  with  me,  and  sworn  to  by  the  claimants,  respectively. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 


The  following  is  the  protest  of  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  See- 
see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Sioux  Indians,  addressed  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  against  the  late  payment  of  the  $275,000 
under  the  treaty  of  July  23,  1851,  pursuant  to  the  arrangement  made 
by  the  ^*  Traders'  Paper,"  which  they  pronounce  fraudulent,  &c. 

To  our  Great  Father,  the  President  op  the  United  States  : 

Whereas,  by  the  treaty  made  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  on  the  23d  day 
of  July,  A.  D.,  1851,  by  and  between  Hon.  Luke  Lea  and  Governor 
Alexander  Ramsey,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  under- 
signed, on  the  part  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  the 
Sioux  or  Dakota  nation  of  Indians,  it  was  stipulated  and  agreed,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  that  our  said  bands  should  receive,  in 
part  payment  for  the  lands  then  ceded  by  them,  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  "  to  enable  them  to  settle  their 
affairs,  to  comply  with  their  just  engagements,  for  expenses  of  the  re- 
moval of  said  bands  from  the  lands  ceded,  and  for  subsistence  of  them- 
selves for  one  year  thereafter,"  to  be  paid  "  as  the  chiefs  in  open  coun- 
cil shall  direct ;"  and  whereas,  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  undersigned 
that  the  said  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars 
may  be  disposed  of  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  insure  the  payment  of  all 
our  just  liabilities  and  engagements,  and  in  all  respects  conform  with 
the  spirit  and  stipulations  of  our  treaty ;  and  whereas,  at  the  late  pay- 
ment made  to  our  bands  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  our  frequently  expressed 
wishes  in  this  respect  were  disregarded  ;  and  whereas,  it  is  intimated 
and  understood  that  a  paper,  or  obligation,  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
certain  interested  and  designing  persons,  claimed  and  purporting 
to  have  been  signed  and  executed  by  us  at  the  time  of  our  signing 
the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  of  the  existence  of  which  paper 
neither  the  undersigned  nor  their  bands  had  any  knowledge  at  the  tune 
it  is  claimed  to  have  been  executed  ;  and  whereas,  such  paper,  if  any 
exists,  is  fraudulent  and  unjust,  and  calculated  to  do  great  injustice  to 
a  large  number  of  our  most  meritorious  creditors,  and  confer  large 
amounts  upon  a  few  individuals,  a  large  portion  of  whose  claims  we 
believe  to  be  imaginary  and  fraudulent ;  and  whereas,  should  any  por- 


30  S.  Doc.  61. 

tion  of  our  treaty  funds  be  withheld  trom  us,  in  consequence  of  ad 
fraudulent  paper,  it  will  be  manifestly  wrong  and  unjust,  and  ikdf 
in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  the  undersigned  and  our  people,  Boim 
trary  to  treaty  stipulations  : 

Therefore,  the  undersigned,  being  n  majority  of  the  chiefs,  and  W 
men  of  the  Sce-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  the  Sioux  or  Diki 
nation  of  Indians,  and  as  such,  full}'  competent  and  authorized  to tn» 
act  any  and  all  business  in  behalf  of  our  said  bands,  do  hereby  hnoik 
protest  against  the  payment  of  any  part  of  the  said  sum  of  two  huon 
and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  being  made  on  any  pretended  dae 
or  demand  against  our  said  bands  until  the  justice  of   such  claims  a 
demands  shall  have  been  reasonably  established  and  proven,  aoda 
payment  ordered  by  us  in  the  manner  contemplated   by  our  trow; 
and  we  would  respectfully  ask  that  our  Great  Father  will  regardtla 
our  national  protest  jmd  request,  and  make  such  orders  in  the  pieflixs 
as  will  insure  a  fair  and  impartial  investigation  of  our   liabihties,  al 
prevent  any  portion  of  our  treaty  funds  from  being  paid  upon  anjp 
tended  claim,  or  otherwise  disposed  off  in  imy  manner  contraiy  tofc 
stipulations  of  our  late  treaty. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  marks  and  dSai 
our  seals  in  national  council,  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  on  this  third df 
of  December,  A.  D.  1852. 

E-yang-mo-nee,  or  Big  Gun,  liis  x  mark, 
E-tay-wah-ke-an,  or  Limping  Devil,  his  x  mark, 
Mah-yah-shah,  or  Red  Iron,  his  x  mark, 
Wamdinahotonmanie,  or  Eagle  that  Crows,  his  x  mark, 
Mock-pee-we-chas-tah,  or  Cloud  Man,  his  x  mark, 
Matotamahica,  or  Lean  Bear,  his  x  mark, 
Tape-ta-tan-kan,  or  His  Big  Fire,  his  x  mark, 
Tawankanhedimaza,  or  Lightning  Iron,  his  x  mark, 
Mazaska,  or  White  Silver,  his  x  mark, 
Takara,  or  The  Enemy,  his  x  mark, 
Hehutedan,  or  Rooted  Horn,  his  x  mark, 
Susmakeduta,  or  Red  Seeds  that  Rattle,  his  x  mark, 
Marpiyahdinape,  or 

The  Cloud  that  Makes  His  Appearance,  his  x  mark,  [t-d 
Tusewanileton,  or  The  Shining  City,  his  x  mark,  [uSi] 

Signed  and  sealed  in  presence  ot^ — 
A.  J.  Campbell, 
Daniel  Olmstead, 
j.  b.  huggins, 
Cornelius  E.  Shassor, 
a.  g.  huggins, 
j.  w.  holtsclaw. 

Territory  of  Minnesota,  )  • 

County  of  Dakota,  y 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  See-see-MHi 
and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  the  Sioux  or  Dakota  nation  of  Indflik 
whose  names  are  appended  to  the  within  instrument  or  protest,  bdf 
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examined  by  me^  acknowlede^e  that  they  signed  the  same  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  its  contents  and  meaning,  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes 
therein  expressed.  I  also  certify,  that  A.  J.  Campbell,  who  in  my 
presence  interpreted  the  same  to  the  said  chiefs  and  neadmen,  was  by 
me  duly  sworn  that  he  did  Irue  interpretation  make  of  the  contents  of 
said  instrument  to  said  council,  and  that  the  said  council  was  composed 
of  a  majority  of  the  chiefs  of  said  bands. 

Done  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  this  third  day  of  December,  A.  D» 
1852. 

WILLIAM  B.  DODD, 

Justice  of  the  PecLce* 


Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Minnesota  Terrtory, 

St.  Paul,  December  9, 1852. 

I,  Alexander  Wilkin,  secretary  of  said  Territory,  do  hereby  certify 
that  William  B.  Dodd,  before  whom  the  annexed  affidavits  and  ac- 
knowledgments were  taken,  was,  at  the  time  of  taking  thereof,  aAd 
now  is,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  Dakota  county,  legally  com- 
missioned, sworn  into  office,  and  duly  authorized  to  take  depositions, 
acknowledgments  of  deeds,  and  do  other  official  acts ;  and  to  all  of  his 
said  official  acts  full  faith  and  credit  are  due  and  ought  to  be  given. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 

great  seal  of  the  said  Territory,  this  ninth  day  of  December,  in 

r        -I  the  year  of  our  Loi  d  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two, 

••  '     '-I  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the 

seventy-sixth. 

ALEXANDER  WILKIN, 
Secretary  of  Minnesota  Territory^ 


Protest  of  the  chiefs,  headmen,  and  braves  of  the  See-see-toan,  Wah-pahr 
loan,  Med-Hi-wa-kan-toan,  and  Wah-fa-koo-ta  bands  of  Sioux  Indians, 
addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  against  the  payment  of 
their  money  to  the  traders,  othenvise  than  is  stipulated  by  the  treaties  of 
the  23d  Jtdy,  and  bth  of  August,  1851. 

To  our  Great  Father,  the  President  op  the  United  States  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  chiefs,  headmen,  and  braves  of  the  See-see- 
toan,  Wah-pa-toan,  Med-a-wa-kan-toan,  and  Wah-pa-koo-ta  bands  of 
the  Sioux  or  Dakota  nation  of  Indians,  being  a  majority  of  said  chiefs, 
headmen,  and  braves,  and  as  such  fully  competent  to  transact  national 
business,  would  most  respectfully  represent  to  you  that  soon  after  or 
about  the  time  and  date  (the  twenty-third  day  of  July,  and  the  fifth 
day  of  August,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one)  of  our  treaties 
with  the  government  of  the  United  States,  wherein  the  Hon.  Luke  Lea 
and  Governor  A.  Ramsey  acted  as  commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  we  did  sign  an  obligation  to  our  creditors,  or  those  assuming  to 
be  such,  which  obligation  we  are  informed  and  believe  binds  us  and 
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our  people  to  pay  large  and  extravagant  sums  in  money  to  oar  oil 
creditors ;  sums  we  do  not  owe,  and  never  intended  to  obligate  or 
selves  or  people  to  pay. 

And  whereas  said  agreements  were  obtained  from  us  throaghfidi 
misrepresentation,  and  deceit — ^they  never  having  been  fully  exploBi  , 
and  interpreted  to  us  by  said  traners,  or  those  acting  for  them;ie 
never  having  understood  by  any  interpretation  made  by  oariU 
traders,  or  any  one  acting  for  them,  that  we  were  binding  ourxba 
and  people  to  the  payment  of  a  sum  equal  to  from  one-fourth  to  lali 
million  of  dollars,  or  any  other  amount.  At  the  time  of  signing  ai 
>apers  we  believed  them  duplicates  of  the  treaties  made  \m  m 
atner,  the  President,  and  necessary  to  carrying  into  full  effect  thet»- 
ties  aforesEiid,  an  object  much  desired  by  us;  the  result  of  whiAiic 
believed,  would  be  to  the  benefit  of  our  people,  to  the  interest  of  ik 
United  States,  and  ^ratifying  to  the  feelmg  of  our  Great  Fathe,tk 
President,  and  our  fnend  the  Hon.  Luke  Lea,  commissioner,  kc>,b^ 
towards  whom  we  formed  strong  attachments  for  his  honoraUe  wi 
just  conduct  to  us  in  all  the  relations  which  we  have  sustained  to  )m 
and  towards  whom  we  entertain  feelings  of  the  strongest  regard,  wt 
would  with  reluctance  do  any  act  which  would  receive  his  disappnh' 
tion,  however  much  our  interests  would  be  exposed.  In  this  act« 
feel  assured,  from  our  knowledge  of  him,  that  we  will  not  incur  b 
displeasure  by  attempting  to  correct  an  error  which  we  have  bealf 
fraud  and  misrepresentation  led  into,  but  will  meet  and  receive  Us  off* 
dial  approbation  and  co-operation  in  our  behalf. 

Had  we  hearkened  to  the  council  and  advice  of  our  friend,  the  H» 
Luke  Lea,  and  disregarded  the  advice  of  our  traders  aforesaid i 
would  have  been  saved  this  trouble,  and  our  people  relieved  fioolk 
painful  anxiety  of  the  payment  of  the  fraudiuent  demands  aSxaA 
And)  in  view  of  the  consioerations  aforesEiid,  we  most  solemnly  jt0 
against  the  payment  (by  our  Great  Father,  the  President  of  the  UiiJ 
States,  or  any  other  person  having  charge  of*  our  money  as  disbtfV 
officer  of  the  government,  or  in  any  other  capacity,)  of  any  maaqi^ 
longing  to  our  said  nation  or  bands,  (by  virtue  of  the  treaties  iiiuicrf) 
to  our  traders  aforesaid,  or  to  any  other  person  having  claims  aganM 

We  ask  and  expect  to  receive  the  Eiia  of  our  Great  Father,  tbe  R^ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  to  protect  us  against  the  payment  of  anj*' 
all  unjust  demands,  and  particularly  against  the  fraudulent  corindi 
aforesaid. 

Believinff  that  our  interests  vnll  be  fully  cared  for  and  protecttij^ 
and  through  the  aid  of  our  Great  Father,  the  President,  we  haye«i 
confidence  made  this  appeal  for  his  timely  aid  and  protection,  toii* 
our  women  and  children  from  the  starvation  and  uistress  whidi  fc 
payment  of  the  aforesEiid  fraudulent  contracts  would  most  ccrtiilf 
produce. 

Signed  in  open  council,  at  St.  Peter's  agency,  this,  the  6th  dqj' 
December,  A.  D-  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

E-yang-mo-nee,  his  x  mark. 
Mock-pee-we-chas-tah,  his  x  noA 
Extermapah,  his  x  mark. 
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In  presence  of — 

Joseph  Campbell. 
Eli  Pbttuohn. 
W.  F.  Masterson. 
Alexander  Wilkin* 


Mah-zah-shah,  his  x  mark. 
Wan-ax-ate,  his  x  mark. 
Yajopi,  his  x  mark. 
Wamdinahouton-moni,  his  x  mark. 
Waumdicohija,  his  x  mark. 
Eteshakeye,  his  x  mark. 
Zahaupehdue,  his  x  mark.. 
Etecoka,  his  x  mark. 
Mazokutemani,  his  x  mark.. 
Zokara,  his  x  mark. 
Ecaskankanmani,  his  x  mark. 
Anongwamani,  his  x  mark. 
Zoteage,  his  x  mark. 
Tawaxecuota,  his  x  mark. 
Wecayaza,  his  x  mark. 
Arkusin,  his  x  mark. 
Cante,  his  x  mark. 
Wa-ba-shaw,  his  x  mark. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  this  10th  day  of  December,  A.  D. 
1851,  all  the  parties  to  the  foregoing  instrument,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  signed,  except  Tawaxecuota  and  Wa-ba-shaw,  and  they 
severally  acknowledged  that  they  signed  the  foregoing  instrument 
freely  and  voluntarily,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  expressed; 
and  at  the  same  time  appeared  before  me  Joseph  Campbell,  to  me 

Ersonally  known,  who,  o^ing  by  me  duly  sworn,  testified  that  he 
ows  the  language  spoken  hj  the  Sioux  Indians,  and  that  he  is  person- 
ally acquainted  with  the  Indians  whose  names  are  signed  to  tne  fore- 
eomg  instrument;  that  the  said  instrument,  before  being  signed  by 
mem,  was  correctly  interpreted  and  read  to  them,  in  his  presence,  by 
Philander  Prescott,  government  interpreter  for  the  Sioux ;  and  that  after 
being  so  interpretea  and  read,  the  said  instrument  was  then  signed  in 
his  presence  by  the  persons  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ; 
and  that  the  persons  who  appeared  before  me  and  acknowledged  it 
are  the  identical  persons  (excepting  the  two  above  named)  who  exe- 
cuted the  foregoinff  instrument,  and  that  their  names  are  severally  cor<* 
rectly  subscribed  tnereto. 

HENRY  F.  MASTERSON, 
Notary  Publicj  Ramsey  County  f  Minnesota  Territory^ 


Tebritort  of  Minnesota,  Ramsey  County^  ss : 

Joseph  Campbell,  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  said  Territory,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  resides  among  the  See-see-toan 
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and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Sioux  or  Dakota  Indians,  and  speakiaj 
understanas  their  language ;  that  he  was  present,  on  the  6th  dvtf 
December,  at  a  council  held  at  St.  Peter's  agency,  in  the  presentf 
Nathaniel  McLean,  Sioux  agent,  at  which  a  majority  of  the  di^ 
headmen,  and  braves  of  said  bands  were  present ;  that  upon  sd«> 
casion  said  Indians  heard  interpreted  the  annexed  protest,  andflotl  : 
the  same  in  his  presence,  it  having  been  interpreted  to  them  bjlli' 
lander  Prescott,  the  government  interpreter ;  that  they  did  not 
thereto,  and  requested  the  said  agent  to  send  the  same  to  their pii 
father,  the  President ;  to  which  he  replied  that  he  would  take  nsiik 
next  day  to  consider  about  it. 

That  another  council  was  held  at  the  same  place,  with  the  ageat 
the  10th  day  of  December  instant,  and  that  all  of  the  Indians  vine 
names  appear  to  said  protest  were  present  except  two,  w^ho  could* 
be  found.  That  the  agent,  through  the  government  interpreter,  aabi 
them  if  they  were  still  of  the  same  mind  as  upon  the  former  occasii 
and  that  they  replied  affirmatively.  That  they  again  signed  and* 
knowledged  said  protest,  and  again  requested  said  agent  to  sign  d 
send  on  the  same,  together  with  other  papers,  to  their  great  father.it 
President. 

JOSEPH  CAMPBELL 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  St.  Paul,  Minne-sota  Tafr 
tory,  this  10th  day  of  December,  1851. 

HENRY  F.  MASTERSON, 

Notary  PMk 


Office  of  Secretary  of  Minnesota  Tbrritobt, 

St.  Paul,  December  10,  1851 
I,  Alexander  Wilkin,  secretary  of  said  Territory,  do  hereby  c«i# 
that  Henry  F.  Masterson,  before  whom  the  annexed  acknowleckntf 
and  affidavit  were  taken,  was,  at  the  time  of  taking  thereof,  andii^ 
is,  a  notary  public  for  the  county  of  Ramsey,  legally  commimitfi 
sworn  into  office,  and  duly  authorized  to  take  depositions,  ackDOwkf^ 
ments  of  deeds,  and  do  other  official  acts ;  and  to  all  of  his  said  oft* 
acts  full  faith  and  credit  are  due  and  ought  to  be  given. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  andaii' 

the  great  seal  of  the  said  Territory,  this  lOtn  day  of  Deoeote 

p       -|  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  BnAftf 

^  *    ■'■  one,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  Aibbp0 

the  seventy-filth. 

ALEXANDER  WILKIN. 
Secretary  of  Minnesota  TerriHtif 


The  following  statement  by  Governor  Ramsey  will  show  hovlk 
removal  and  suosistence  funds  of  the  Indians,  under  the  late  UMJWi 
were  disposed  of  by  him.  as  saperintendent,  up  to  the  time  fht^ 
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hdances  of  these  funds  were  turned  over  to  his  successor,  Governor 
Dorman: 

I  retained,  on  account  of  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  See-see-toan 
and  Wah-pa-toan  Sioux,  as  authorized  by  the  instructions  of  Com- 
missioner Lea,  of  October  4,  1852,  the  sum  of .' $25,000 

Expended  of  this  fund  for  subsistence,  4th  quar- 
ter, 1852 «17,876  32 

Expended  of  this  fund  for  subsistence,  1st  quar- 
ter, 1853 1,055  45 

Balance  on  hand  paid  Governor  Gorman,*  May 

16,1853 6,068  23 

25,000 

[  retained,  on  account  of  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Wah-pa-koo- 
ta  Sioux,  $20,000;  and  on  account  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan, 
$20,000 $40,000 

Med-a-wa-k&n-toan.  W&h-pa-koo-ta. 

Expended  of  these  funds  for  subsist- 
ence, 4th  quarter,  1852. ......  .$3,363  00      $3,127  00 

Expended  of  these  funds  for  subsist- 
ence, 1st  quarter,  1853 1,231  25  837  85 

Expended  of  these  funds  for  subsist- 
ence, 2d  quarter,  1853 161  35  302  50 

Balance  on  hand  paid  Gov.  Gor- 
man, May  16,  1853 15,479  90      15,496  65 

39,999  50 

These  disbursrments  were  made  out  of  the  subsistence  fund,  under 
authority  of  the  instructions  of  Commissioner  Lea,  of  October  4,  1852, 
(these  letters  are  in  Governor  Gorman's  possession,)  the  power  of  at- 
torney given  me  by  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  Sioux,  and  by 
virtue  of  the  general  authority  of  the  oflSce  of  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  conferred  upon  me. 

The  treaty  of  Mendota  contemplates  a  consolidation  of  the  Med-a- 
wa-kan-toan  and  Wah-pa-koo-ta  bands  into  one.  As  this  purpose 
would  be  defeated  should  they  continue  to  have  provisions,  &c.,  distri- 
buted to  them  after  their  arrival  in  their  new  homes  upon  the  old  dis- 
trictive  system,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  merge  what  of  their  funds  for 
removal  and  subsistence  remained  into  a  common  treasure ;  my  ad- 
vertisement for  provision  for  the  Lower  Sioux  was  predicated  upon 
this  view.  ' 

The  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  Sioux,  always  having  been  in  a 
needy  condition,  and  living,  ail  but'  the  Liltle  Rapids  and  Traverse 
des  Sioux  bands,  within,  or  north  and  west  of,  the  Indian  reservation* 
I  thought  it  due  to  them  to  use  their  funds  exclusively  for  the  purchase 
of  provision,  and  have  them  remove  themselvesi  as,  living  on  the  river 
Bfinnesota,  they  could  readily  do.  Along  with  the  sum  of  $6,068  23 
jremoval  and  subsistence  fund,  I,  at  the  same  time,  turned  over  to  Gov. 
amor  Gorman  $4,000  for  provisions  due  the  See-see-toan  and  Wab-pa'* 
loan  Sioux,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1853.    This  1  migjbt  ^to^V) 
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have  expended  for  provisions,  instead  of  drawing,  lo  the  extent  I  did, 
on  the  removal  and  subsistence  fund ;  but  did  not  do  so,  because  I  con- 
sidered this  money  at  any  time  applicable  to  this  purpose. 

The  Med-a-vira-kan-toans  at  all  times  declined  havmg  any  assistance 
in  their  removal ;  they  at  all  times  informed  me  that  they  would  pre- 
fer removing  themselves,  families,  &c.,  in  the  ordinary  way,  in  canoes. 

The  statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  the  See-see-toan  and 
Wah-pa-toan  Sioux,  exnibits  a  deficit  of  fifty  cents  on  the  credit  side. 
This  is,  doubtless,  an  error  in  calculation,  and  will  be  corrected  at 
Washington,  where  all  these  accounts  have  long  since  been. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Gorman, 

Hon.  Judge  Young, 

Commissioners,  4^. 

September  12,  1853. 


On  the  10th  day  of  January,  1853,  the  following  resolution  w^as 
passed  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  wit : 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. — ^January  16,  1853. 

Resohedy  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  allegations  of  fraud  contained  in  certain  of  the  public 
prints  with  regard  to  the  disbursement  by  Alexander  Ramsey,  superin- 
tendent  of  Indian  affairs,  of  the  money  appropriated  to  carry  out  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaties  concluded  with  the  Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

Attest : 

ASBURY  DICKINS,  Secretary. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  17th  day 
of  January,  1853,  to  wit : 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. — January  17,  1853. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sebastian, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  be  authorized  to 
send  for  papers,  and  to  call  persons  before  them  to  be  examined  under 
oath,  touchmg  the  matters  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  10th  of  January,  referred  to  said  committee. 

Attest  2 

ASBURY  DICKINS,  Secretary. 

And  after  the  examination  of  a  few  witnesses  by  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affiurs  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  without  having  come 
to  any  conclusion,  and  without  having  made  any  report  upon  the  sabr 
ject  matter  submitted  to  it  for  investigation  as  aibresaid,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Senate,  on  the  5th  of  April,  1853,  to 
wit: 
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In  the  Senate  op  the  United  States. — ^April  5,  1863. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause 
to  be  investigated  the  charges  of  fraud  and  misconduct  in  office  alleged 
against  Alexander  Ramsay,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  Minne- 
sota Territory,  and  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs,  by  resolution  of  the  lOth  of  January  last ;  and  to  report  the 
result  of  such  investigation  to  the  Senate  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  that  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  said  committee,  under 
said  resolution,  be  referred  to  the  President,  and  be  subject  to  such 
Order  as  he  may  make  thereon. 

The  foregoing  statement,  embracing  as  well  the  letter  of  explanation 
by  Governor  Ramsey,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  of  Jan- 
uary 15,  1853,  with  copies  of  the  papers,  vouchers  and  accounts 
therin  referred  to,  showing  the  manner  m  which  his  disbursements  of 
the  money  appropriated  to  fulfil  the  stipulations  of  the  treaties  with 
the  Sioux  Indians  in  July  and  August,  1851,  were  made  by  liim ;  as 
the  charges  of  official  delinquency  preferred  against  him  by  Madison 
Sweetser  and  Daniel  A.  Robertson,  m  reference  to  said  disbursements, 
presents  at  one  view  the  principal  matters  involved  in  this  investiga- 
tion. 

These  charges,  already  made  in  detail,  with  specifications  in  par- 
ticular cases,  may  for  convenience  be  reduced  to  the  following  heads : 

1st.  He  is  charged  with  having  confederated  or  co-operated  with 
Henry  H.  Sibley,  Hercules  L.  Dousman,  Doctor  Charles  W.  Borup, 
Joseph  R.  Brown,  Franklin  Steele,  Hugh  Tyler,  Charles  D.  Fillmore, 
and  others,  for  the  purpose  of  absorbing  the  whole  fund  intended  for 
the  Sioux  Indians,  by  tne  4th  articles  of  the  treaties  of  July  and  Au- 
gust, 1821,  by  payments  to  favorite  claimants  or  traders,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  meritorious  creditors,  who  were  not  permitted  to  share  in  the 
said  distributions. 

2d.  With  having  received  fiom  the  United  States,  (593,050,)  five 
hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  the  "  national 
currencijy^^  for  disbursement  to  the  Sioux  Indians,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  said  treaties ;  and  with  having  deposited  the  same  in  one  or 
more  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States ;  and  also  with  having  exchanged  the  greater  part  of  the 

Sold  coin  thus  deposited,  lor  bank  notes  and  drafts,  contrary  to  law  and 
le  instructions  of  the  Indian  Department. 
3d.  With  having  paid  accounts  against  the  United  States,  oflScially, 
on  contracts  for  supplying  the  Indians  with  provisions,  goods,  &c.,  m 
bank  notes  and  drafts,  instead  of  the  gold  com,  which  was  originally 
received  by  him  for  that  purpose. 

4th.  With  having  refused  to  pay  to  the  Sioux  Indians  the  money 
intended  for  them  under  the  .4tn  articles  of  the  treaties  of  July  and 
August,  1851,  although  repeatedly  and  earnestly  requested  so  to  do, 
by  the  chiefs ;  with  having  resorted  to  threats  and  force,  and  other  acts 
of  cruelty  and  oppression,  to  overawe  and  intimidate,  and  thereby  to 
compel  them  to  consent  to  the  payment  of  this  money  to  the  "  traders ;" 
and  with  having,  in  the  end,  paid  over  the  ^eater  part  of  the  said 
money  to  one  Hugh  Tyler,  for  payment  or  distribution  to  the  "traders'" 
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and  "half  breeds,"  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  remonstrances  of  Ae 
Indians ;  in  violation  of  law  and  the  stipulations  contained  in  ui 
treaties,  and  also  in  violation  of  his  own  solemn  pledges,  previoolf 
made  to  them,  in  regard  to  said  payments. 

6th.  With  having  directed  or  permitted  the  greater  part  oftUi 
money  to  be  paid  directly  lo  the  "  traders^^  and  "  employees"  whoiwe, 
or  had  been,  connected  with  the  "American  Fur  Company,"  andk 
fur  company  of  "Pierre  Choteau,  jr.,  and  Company,"  by  the  saidfiof^ 
Tyler,  who  had  been  employed  by  them  for  that  pur[x>se,  contrsyn 
the  repeated  remonstrances  of  the  Indians  by  their  chiefs,  in  violiUM 
of  law  and  the  said  treaty  stipulations  ;  and  that  the  said  Hugh  T^ 
was  allowed  to  deduct  from  the  said  payments,  (both  from  the  "traderf* 
and  "  half  breeds,")  a  very  largo  per  centage  on  the  amounts  paidtt 
them,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  just  rights  of  the  Indians,  and  to  tk 
manifest  injustice  of  such  of  the  "traders"  and  "half  breeds"  asU 
not  consented  or  agreed  to  that  arrangement. 

6th.  With  having  failed  to  reseive  a  sufficiency  of  money  fotbe 
removal  and  subsistence  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  banib 
of  Sioux  Indians,  lor  the  first  year  after  their  removal,  according  tofc 
provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  of  July,  1851. 

And  7th.  With  having  procured  ^^receipls^^  from  the  Indians  for tk 
money  paid  to  the  "  traders"  and  "  half  breeds,"  to  be  used  as  vouckn 
in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  at  the  Treasury  Department,  bylk 
removal  of  some  of  the  recognized  chiefs,  and  the  appointment  ad 
substitution  of  others,  not  recognized  by  the  Indians ;  and  by  procr 
ing  the,  signatures  of  unauthorized  persons,  who  were  not  chie6,  ii 
some  instances,  and  of  the  recognized  chiefs,  by  fraudulent  and  Wr 
proper  means,  in  others. 

And  1st.  He  is  charged  with  having  confederated  or  co-opentiJ 
with  Henry  H.  Sibley,  Hercules  L.  Donsmjm,  Charles  W.  Bonip,  J» 
seph  R.  Brown,  Franklin  Steele,  Hugh  Tyler,  Charles  D-  Fillmne, 
and  others,  for  tlie  purpose  of  absorbing  the  whole  fund  intended  fxik 
Sioux  Indians  under  tlie  treaties  of  July  and  August,  1851,  byjaf 
ments  to  favorite  claimants  or  traders,  to  the  exclusion  of  meritonoM 
creditors,  who  were  not  permitted  to  share  in  the  said  distribution. 

The  "/tf«i»"  here  mentioned  have  reference  to  the  sum  of  S275,(M 
to  be  paid  to  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan,  or  upper  bands  of 
Sioux  Indians,  by  the^r«^  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  tieaXji 
"  Traverse  des  Sioux''  of  July  23,  1851;  and  the  sum  of  $220,000,  fob 
paid  to  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  and  Wah-pa-coo-ta,  or  lofccr  bandsof 
Sioux  Indians,  by  the  Jirst  clause  of  i\\c  fourth  article  of  the  trea^<' 
"Mendota"  of  August  5,  1851;  for  the  purpose,  in  both  instances,<if 
enabling  these  Indians  "  lo  s(»ltle  their  affairs,  to  comply  with  lb* 
present  just  engagements,  and  in  consideration  of  their  removing  tbcB' 
selves  to  the  country  set  apart  for  them,  (by  these  treaties,)  and  fA^ 
sisting  themselves  the  first  year  after  their  removal." 

Tliese  funds  were  called  by  the  Indians  their  "  Aa«(i-wo«cy,"  a8C» 
tradislinguished  from  their  "  annuity  money"  and  other  sums  proviM 
for,  under  other  and  different  clauses  of  these  treaties ;  and  henoelkl 
frequent  application  of  this  term  ("  Aoscl-monf^")  to  that  class  of  fiiifc 
in  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses. 
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Both  treaties  alike  provided  that  these  particular  funds  should  be 
paid  to  the  chiefs  of  the  nation,  or  of  the  appropriate  ''bands,"  in  such 
poianner  as  they  thercqfterj  in  ^^open  counciU^^  should  "  request." 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  but  that  the  persons  referred  to  as  the  "  con- 
federates" of  Governor  Ramsey,  or  the  most  of  them,  rendered  the 
commissioners  (Luke  Lea  and  Governor  Ramsey)  essential  aid  in  the 
oegotiation  of  these  treaties  with  the  Indians ;  and  it  is  even  repre- 
sented, by  the  Hon.  Luke  Lea,  in  his  testimony,  that  no  treaties  could 
bave  been  made  at  all,  with  these  Indians,  without  their  concurrence 
and  active  co-operation. 

It  is  equally  evident  that  there  was  an  understanding  between  the 
commissioners  and  the  traders ;  that  the  claims  of  the  latter  against  the 
Indians  were,  in  consideration  of  these  services,  to  be  provided  for  and 
paid.     These  facts  are  fully  established  by  the  testimony. 

We  have,  nevertheless,  taken  the  written  provisions  of  the  treaties  as 
finally  ratified  by  the  contracting  parties  for  our  guidance,  and  have  not 
allowed  the  respondent  to  go  behind  them  for  explanations,  or  to  produce 
testimony  to  show  that  they  were  intended  to  mean  anything  diSerent 
from  what  a  fair  construction  of  their  language  would  legitimately  im- 
port. 

This  rule,  however,  was  not  applied  to  what  is  called  the  "  Trader^ 
Taper  ;'^^  an  instrument  of  writing  purporting  to  have  been  signed  by  the 
chiefs,  soldiers,  and  braves  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bandsy 
at  "Traverse  des  Sioux,"  on  the  23d  day  of  July,  1851,  (the  day  the 
treaty  was  signed,)  and  which  provided  for  the  payment  of  the  $275,000, 
mentioned  in  the  fourth  article  of  that  treaty,  or  the  greater  part  of  it, 
to  their  "traders"  and  "half-blood"  relations. 

In  regard  to  this  paper,  of  which  much  has  been  said  by  the  wit- 
nesses, lull  latitude  nas  been  allowed  to  the  respondent,  to  show  any 
acknowledgment  of  indebtedness  or  agreement,  on  the  part  of  the  Ii^ 
dians,  to  pay  this  money  to  the  traders,  irrespective  of  time  or  place, 
or  of  the  validity  of  such  a  paper,  under  any  circumstances  whatever. 

The  Indians,  stimulated  by  the  traders,  had,  at  the  making  of  die 
treaty,  insisted  upon  a  provision  for  a  very  large  fund,  to  enable  them 
to  pay  their  debts,  and  to  provide  for  their  "half-breed"  relatives. 
Large  sums  were  provided ;  and  it  now  became  a  question  how  this 
money  should  be  distributed  and  disposed  of  among  the  claimants. 
Many  of  the  witnesses  were  examined  in  reference  to  acknowledgments 
of  indebtedness,  made  by  the  Indians  to  the  traders,  in  connexion  with 
this  "Traders'  Paper,"  prior  to  its  execution,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1851» 
and  much  larger  amounts  proved  to  have  been  admitted  by  them  than 
was  afterwards  received  by  the  traders. 

The  same  remark  applies  also  to  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands — 
who  also  admitted  just  before,  and  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the 
treaty,  a  large  indebtedness  to  their  traders.  Mr.  Bailley  says  that  they 
admitted  an  indebtedness,  at  one  time,  of  $119,000,  and  $149,000  at 
another,  and  stated  that  they  wanted  $90,000  set  apart  by  the  com- 
missioners to  pay  their  just  obligations.  Their  acknowledgments!  in 
this  respect,  are  also  proved  by  other  witnesses.  But  it  is  due  to  jua* 
tice  that  we  should  say  that  it  was  also  proved,  and  by  the  same  wit- 
nesseSf  that  these  Indians,  as  a  general  rule,  (a  rule  perhaps  appUca- 
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ble  to  all,  without  exception,)  were  wholly  incapable  of  investigatiiig 
the  large  amounts  of  accounts  presented  against  tnem  by  the  claimants, 
and  were,  after  all,  governed  or  influenced  in  making  these  admissions 
or  acknowledgments  of  indebtedness,  entirely  by  the  statements  and  re- 
presentations of  the  traders. 

Henry  H.  Sibley,  the  largest  of  their  creditors,  says,  in  reply  to  a 
question  on  this  subject,  "  I  do  not  think  that  they  are  capable  of  in- 
vestigating and  determining  upon  the  correctness  of  large  amounts  of 
money  or  accoimts ;  but  I  thiuK  that  they  have  a  generd  idea  of  the 
amount  of  capital  stock  employed  in  the  trade ;  and  would  know  that 
they  were  indebted  to  those  having  a  large  capital,  more  than  to  small 
traders." 

He  says  further,  when  speaking  of  their  acknowledgments  of  in- 
debtedness to  the  traders,  that  they  did  not  name  any  particular  sum, 
for  the  reason,  that  there  were  different  traders  for  the  oifferent  bands, 
and  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  their 
collective  indebtedness ;  and  that  the  amount  they  spoke  of,  and  which 
was  subsequently  incorporated  into  the  treaty  for  the  payment  of  their 
debts,  removal,  and  subsistence,  was  suggested  to  them  by  others;  and 
Joseph  R.  Brown,  when  speaking  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Indians 
on  a  certain  occasion,  when  they  admitted  an  indebtedness  of  $300,000 
to  their  traders,  said,  that  he  presumed  they  had  arrived  at  that  amount, 
^^from  what  they  had  learned  from  the  traders  themsdves.*^  Alexis  Bailley 
answers  in  reference  to  this  matter  as  follows  : 

Question.  "  From  your  knowledge  of  the  Indians,  are  they  capable 
of  settling  their  accounts,  for  such  large  amoimts?" 

Answer.  "  They  are  not  capable  of  looking  into  these  matters,  where 
large  amounts  are  involved." 

Question.  "  Did  the  Indians  express  the  desire  to  have  some  white 
persons  to  look  into  their  accounts,  and  to  see  what  was  due  to  the 
traders  ?" 

Ansuxr.  "  They  did  express  such  a  desire." 

Such  is  the  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses,  with  but  few,  if  any,  ex- 
ceptions. And  when  it  is  recollected,  that  some  of  these  accounts 
extended  back  in  date  to  periods  of  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  com- 
mon justice  would  seem  to  have  demanded,  if  it  was  proper  at  all  for 
Grovernor  Ramsey  to  have  interposed  between  the  Indians  and  their 
creditors,  that  he  should,  notwithstanding  these  admissions  of  indebted- 
ness, have  required  a  production  of  the  original  books  and  accounts  on 
the  part  of  the  traders,  with  satisfactory  evidence  in  corroboration  of 
their  own  affidavits,  of  the  correctness  of  their  charges.  For  it  seems 
to  have  been  the  policy  of  our  intercourse  laws  with  the  Indians  to 
treat  them  as  ujards  under  the  guardianship  of  the  government,  and  in 
that  respect  to  consider  them  as  incapable  of  making  contracts  of  a 
binding  character  with  their  white  traders ;  and  hence  the  propriety  of 
the  exercise  of  a  protection  like  that,  and  especially  when  applied  to 
past  transactions  of  such  long  standing,  where  from  their  very  nature, 
in  respect  to  time  and  circumstances,  the  Indians  nonliving  must  have 
had  a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  tliem,  and  in  mtoy  instances,  no 
knowledge  whatever. 

Grovernor  Ramsey,  in  justifying  his  payment  of  this  See-see-toan  and 
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Wah-pa-toan  money  to  the  traders,  upon  the  authority  of  this  "  Traders* 
Ptoer,"  says,  in  his  official  letter  to  the  Hon.  Luke  Lea,  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  St.  Paul,  March  2,  1853,  as  follows :  On  exam- 
ining the  document  submitted  to  me,  by  Mr.  Tyler,  I  discovered,  that 
while  not  a  power  of  attorney,  it  was  a  most  solemn  acknowledgment^ 
made  by  the  chiefs  in  "  open  council,"  of  their  indebtedness  to  certain 
individuals,  pledging  the  faith  of  their  tribe  for  payment,  and  requesting, 
in  the  words  of  the  treaty,  that  the  United  States  would  pay  the  indi- 
viduals named  the  sums  acknowledged  to  be  respectively  diie  to  them. 
The  aggregate  of  the  sum  they  desired  to  be  paid  was  $210,000 ;  and 
tbey  set  apart  likewise  $40,000  for  distribution  among  their  "  half- 
breeds  ;"  while  25,000  was  reserved,  "  to  remove  and  subsist  them- 
selves for  one  year ;"  a  sum  amply  sufficient,  as  all  but  one  small  band 
Kved  alresidy  on  the  "  reserve"  set  apart  for  them.  The  document 
was  signed  by  all  the  chiefs  and  headmen,  who  signed  the  treaty  of 
Traverse  des  Sioux,  was  properly  witnessed  by  a  numl)er  of  respecta- 
ble citizens,  and  by  the  general  government  interpreter  on  that  occasion, 
not  one  o*'  which  witnesses,  up  to  this  time,  has  ever  alleged  to  me 
anything  against  its  entire  validity. 

But  is  this  a  true  exposition  of  that  paper,  as  explained  by  the  evi- 
dence? Was  it  presented  to  the  Indians  as  a  whohy  and  was  it  explained 
to  them  in  ^^open  council^^^  at  the  lime  they  signed  it,  as  is  supposed  by 
Governor  Ramsey  ?     The  witnesses  say  not.     That  it  was  not  ex- 

Slained  to  the  Indians  in  "  open  council"  at  the  time  ;  that  most  of 
lem  were  ignorant  of  its  contents,  and  that  the  schedule  of  the  traders' 
names,  with  the  amounts  to  be  paid  to  each,  and  to  the  "  half-breeds," 
(an  important  part  of  the  instrument)  was  not  attached  to  it  at  all,  when 
it  was  signed  by  them,  and  attested  by  the  by-standers.  The  official 
certificate  of  Nathaniel  McLean,  at  that  time  the  agent  of  the  Sioux 
Indians,  is  also  attached  to  this  paper,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  au- 
thenticity to  the  transaction.  In  regard  to  whicn  Mr.  McLean,  states 
in  his  testimony,  as  follows :  **  my  certificate  (dated  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux,  July  23,  1851,)  is  attached  to  the  schedule  annexed  to  the  pa- 
per signed  by  the  Indians,  but  when  I  put  my  certificate  to  it,  I  did 
not  see  any  schedule  of  creditors'  names  and  amounts,  nor  was  there 
any,  when  the  Indians  signed  it,  that  I  saw.  I  should  have  seen  it, 
if  it  had  been  attached  to  the  same  paper  which  was  signed  by  the 
Indians.  I  never  saw  the  schedule  until  near  six  months  afterwards." 
And  yet  Mr.  McLean's  certificate  appears  now  attached  to  it,  and  in 
such  a  way,  as  to  authenticate  tne  signing  of  the  schedule  by  the 
Indians,  as  well  as  the  main  body  of  the  instrument.  Mr.  McLean 
further  says,  in  relation  to  this  certificate,  that  a  certificate  had  been 
drawn  up  by  some  one  (I  do  not  know  by  whom)  for  me  to  sign.  I 
6zaminea  it,  and  said,  that  it  was  not  exactly  in  accordance  with  the 
fiu^ts.  The  certificate  went  on  to  say,  "  (hat  the  paper  was  explained  to 
the  Indiansy  and  I  could  not  sign  it."  Before  I  did  sign  it,  I  had  a  con- 
versation with  Luke  Lea,  and  afterwards  with  Gov.  ELamsey,  and  I  said 
to  Gov.  Ramsey,  that  the  **  paper"  had  not  been  explained  to  the  Indians 
in  my  presence,  and  stated  mrembarrassment  in  dgning  a  general  cer- 
dficate  of  that  kind.  That  if  I  signed  it,  I  would  have  to  say 9  <'  that  it 
VFas  not  explained  to  the  Indians  in  my  presence."     This  conversatioQ. 
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took  place  with  Govemor  Ramsey  at  Mcndota.  Governor  Bihj 
replied,  that  my  objection  was  correct,  and  that  it  would  be  pnfsn 
make  the  certificate,  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  made. 

He  also  remarks,  that  when  the  Indians  were  signing  this  "p«|iff,' 
lie  asked  Joseph  R.  Brown,  (who  appeared  to  have  the  chargerft 
for  the  traders,)  if  it  was  not  to  be  read  and  explained  to  them  boB 
they  signed  it ;  to  which  lie  replied,  that  it  had  been  attended  tobefat 
Mr.  Brown  flirther  says,  by  way  of  explanation  of  his  testimony, ik 
with  the  exception  of  the  schedule  of  the  "traders"  names  aDd**U[ 
breeds,"  the  paper  as  written,  was  explained  to  the  chiefs  and  pdn' 

f>al  men  at  Ta-ka-ra  lodge,  not  more  than  half  an  hour  befim  fc 
ndians  were  called  to  **  council"  to  sign  the  treaty;  and  that  it  «v 
in  the  same  lodge,  and  in  the  same  council,  where  they  assented  tOik 
ultimatum  oT  the  commissioners. 

We  have  thus  noticed  the  evidence  of  Joseph  R.  Brown,  as  fc 
strongest  given  on  the  part  of  the  respondent,  m  reference  to  the » 
planation  of  this  paper.  It  does  not  show  that  it  was  read  ai 
explained  to  the  Indians  in  the  "  open  council"  in  which  it  was  aael 
by  them ;  but  on  the  contrary  that  it  was  not.  How  then  cooldv 
Indians  know  that  this  wsis  the  same  paper  which  was  read  andiF 

?lained  to  them  at  a  different  time  ana  at  a  different  place  ?  Dodi 
'homas  S.  Williamson,  a  missionary  to  the  Indians  from  the  Prolf 
terian  church,  who  has  resided  among  them  for  the  last  eighteen  yeft 
and  speaks  their  language,  says  in  his  testimony,  that  the  Indians  ial 
all  signed  this  "  paper,"  before  he  put  his  name  to  it,  as  a  witnes*^ 
that  the  schedule  of  the  traders'  names  was  not  then  attached  toi; 
that  he  thought  it  was  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  when  the  Indians  ^« 
signing  it ;  that  some  of  the  Indians  who  signed  the  treaty,  told  fc 
that  they  did  not  know  what  they  had  been  signing.  That  it  wasii 
explained  to  them  in  his  presence,  or  when  they  signed  it ;  although^ 
was  afterwards  informed,  that  it  been  explained  to  them  elsewhR 
Henry  H.  Sibley,  when  asked  the  question  upon  his  cross-examinaoii 
"  was  the  '  traders  paper,'  (so  called,)  explained  to  the  Indians  i 
*open  council,'  when  they  signed  it,"  answers  emphatically,  "it  * 
not." 

Hanok,  an  educated  Sioux  Indian,  says,  that  he  was  educated  otf 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  can  read  and  write  English — that  he  waspreafltf 
at  the  making  of  the  treaty  at  "  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  July,  VSk 
and  signed  both  the  treaty  and  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  with  the  ochef  1^ 
dians — ^that  the  "  Traders'  Paper"  was  not  explained  to  them,  andiU 
he  did  not  know  what  it  was  about — ^and  that  he  would  not  have  si^ 
it,  if  he  had  known  what  it  contained.  It  is  very  evident,  theieiA 
from  all  the  testimony  taken  together,  that  a  very  tew  of  the  chiefi^i 
head  men,  if  any,  understood  the  nature  and  object  of  this  instomA 
at  the  time  they  signed  it,  whatever  may  have  been  said  in  regard  tii 
previously.  Josepli  R.  Brown  thinks  that  Wah-min-day-ne-chahi* 
the  Orphan,  and  Ish-tah-hum-bah,  or  Sleepy  Eyes,  who  arc  two  d^ 
old  cliiefs,  expressed  their  satisfaction  at  the  signing  of  the  *^  Tmk'' 
Paper,"  on  the  same  day  on  which  it  was  signed,  and  hoped  thatth^ 
traders  would  now  sell  their  goods  to  them  on  more  reasonable  tts^ 
There  was  also  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Sibley,  and  some  odKra  to  At 
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jame  effect,  in  regard  to  the  admissions  of  some  of  these  Indians  after 
<hc  execution  of  that  "  paper ;"  but  the  preponderance  of  the  testimony 
in  that  respect,  as  to  the  majority  of  the  chiefs,  is  greatly  the  other  way. 

The  treaty  provides,  that  this  money  shall  be  paid  to  the  chiefs  in 
juch  manner,  as  they  thereafter  in  "open  council"  shall  direct.  Mean- 
ing evidently,  after  the  treaty  should  be  ratified — ^for  until  then,  it  is  no 
treaty,  and  anything  done  under  it,  would  be  premature,  and  not  com- 
prehended within  its  meaning  and  operation.  But  we  will  show  here- 
Bfter,  that,  even  if  this  instrument  had  been  executed  in  all  respects  a« 

presented  by  Governor  Ramsey  in  his  letter  to  the  commissioner,  he 
still  not  warranted  under  the  circumstances  in  paying  over  the 
money  upon  any  authority  derived  from  it. 

That  the  whole  of  the  funds  stipulated  to  be  paid  under  the  fourth 
articles  of  the  treaties  of  July  and  August,  1851,  were  absorbed  by 
fiasorites^  to  the  exclusion  of  meritorious  creditors^  we  are  not  prepared  to 
Bay.  For  although  it  is  true  that  a  very  small  number  of  these  traders 
liad  the  principal  management  and  direction  in  the  distribution  of  these 
funds  among  themselves,  and  the  other  traders  and  half  breeds,  and, 
did  in  some  way  or  other,  eventually,  receive  the  greater  part  of  the 
money,  still  they  may  (with  a  few  exceptions)  have  been  entitled  to  it 
justly,  if  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  had  been  known  and  under- 
stood by  the  witnesses. 

Among  the  meritorious  claims  omitted,  are  those  of  James  Wells, 
andMrs.  Hooe,  the  legal  representative  of  Mr.  Rolette,  deceased,  for- 
merly an  Indian  trader  at  "  Prairie  du  Chien."  As  to  the  firsts  Mr. 
Sibley  says,  that  it  wjis  omitted  by  mistake,  and  that  he  afterwards 
paid  him  his  pro  rata  allowance,  out  of  his  own  funds,  because  of  its 
omission  through  his  own  neglect ;  and  that  Mrs.  Hooe  presented  no 
claim  for  allowance  by  the  committee. 

In  regard  to  these  exceptions,  for  instance,  Alexis  Bailley  says  in 
fais  testimony,  when  speaking  of  the  schedule  to  the  "  Traders'  Paper," 
that  some  claims  upon  that  list  were  very  excessive;  others  unjust ; 
and  some  again  where  the  claimants  did  not  get  tlieir  just  dues.  He 
says  especially  in  regard  to  Hercules  L.  Dousman's  claim,  that  it  was 
not  on  the  schedule  when  the  "  traders'  committee"  had  reported  it  as 
complete ;  but  that  when  he  saw  the  list  afterwards  at  Mendota,  Mr. 
Dousman's  name  was  also  upon  it,  in  connexion  with  his  own,  and  ho 
thinks  in  Dousman's  own  liand  writing,  although  he  said  that  Mr. 
Dousman  was  not  now,  nor  never  had  been,  in  partnership  with  him. 
And  in  answer  to  another  question  propounded  by  Governor  Ramsey's 
counsel,  in  relation  to  the  fairness  of  the  distribution  as  made  by  the 
••  traders'  committee,"  he  replies  emphatically :  "  I  answer,  that  it  was 
not  a  tair  distribution."  Otners  of  the  witnesses  testify,  that  the  dis- 
tribution among  the  claimants  was  as  fair  and  equitable  as  it  could 
have  been  made  under  all  the  circumstances.  That  there  was  some 
inequality  in  the  distribution  as  made  is  unquestionable ;  but  wt;  think 
that  the  greater  part  of  this  inequality,  and  consequent  injustice  to 
8ome  of  the  claimants,  must  have  arisen  from  the  omission  to  require 
the  traders  to  produce  and  substantiate  their  accounts  against  the  In- 
dians respectively,  by  competent  and  satifactory  testimony. 

2.  Governor  Ramsey  is  next  charged  with  having  received  $593,050^ 
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in  the  "  national  currency,"  for  disbursement  to  the  Sioux  Inim 
under  the  provisions  of  said  treaties,  and  with  having  deposited  it 
same  in  one  or  more  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  violatioQiiiB 
laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  also  with  having  exchanged  the  gnter 
part  of  the  gold  coin  thus  deposited  for  bank  notes  and  drafts,  o» 
trary  to  law  and  the  instructions  of  the  Indian  Department. 

The  evidence  shows  that  Governor  Ramsey  received  a  draft  be 
the  Treasury  Department  on  the  Assistant  Treasurer  at  New  Yak, 
No.  3808,  and  dated  October  5,  1852,  for  $593,050,  for  disboneoeft 
according  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  fourth  articles  of  (he 
treaties  concluded  with  the  Sioux  Indians  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  al 
Mendota,  on  the  23d  of  July  and  5th  of  August,  1851,  and  the  adiif 
Congress  making  appropriations;  that  he  went  from  Washington cff 
to  the  city  of  New  Yorlc,  and  there  made  a  deposit  of  gold  compbe 
avails  of  said  draft)  with  the  Merchants  Bank  of  New  York,  of  de 
sum  of  $583,050 ;  and  that  the  funds  thus  deposited  were  stated  If 
Governor  Ramsey,  in  the  presence  of  the  cashier,  to  be  for  Indian  pQ^ 
ments,  when  the  deposit  was  made.     The  cashier  further  testifies,  thi 
of  this  sum    8100,000  was  subsequently  drawn  out  in  gold  cdi; 
8100,000  in  bank  notes,  (860,000  of  which  were  on  the  Men** 
Bank,  and  $40,000  on  other  banks  in  New  York,)  and  that  the  reside 
of  the  deposit  was  paid  out  on  drafts  to  various  individuals^  a  Iffi 
number  ot  which  were  drawn  by  Grovernor  Ramsey  in  favor  of  Hop 
Tyler,  after  his  return  to  the  Minnesota  Territory. 

The  cashier  of  the  Merchants  Bank  also  says  in  his  testimony,  tk 
he  had  reason  to  believe  that  a  deposit  of  $150,000  was  also  made  If 
Governor  Ramsey,  about  the  same  time,  with  the  Bank  of  Commenx 
in  that  city.  This  latter  amount,  it  would  seem,  must  have  bee&i 
portion  of  the  sum  originally  deposited  with  the  Merchants  Bank,  wi 
subsequently  withdrawn  and  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  Irt 
for  what  purpose  is  not  shown  by  the  testimony — ^nor  is  the  discrepanil 
of  $10,000  between  the  amount  of  the  treasury  draft  of  $593,050,  hh 
the  amount  deposited  with  the  Merchants  Bank  of  $583,050,  accoiinir' 
for. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  of  this  large  amount  of  money  confided  id 
his  custody  for  Indian  disbursements,  as  aforesaid,  only  S100,000 1« 
taken  by  him  to  the  Minnesota  Territory  in  gold  coin,  $100,000  is 
bank  notes,  and  that  the  residue  was  paid  out  to  the  claimants  chirfr 
in  drafts,  and  for  the  greater  part  on  the  Merchants  Bank  of  Nc* 
York. 

That  such  exchanges  of  the  national  currency  are  contrary  to  liw 
and  the  instructions  of  the  Indian  Department  will  be  seen  by  a  refa^ 
ence  to  the  following  extract  from  the  "circular  to  the  cusbursiog 
officers  and  agents  in  the  service  of  the  Indian  Department,"  to  be 
found  at  page  73  of  the  printed  office  copy  of  the  laws,  regulauooir 
&c.,  of  the  Indian  Bureau  of  1850,  to  wit : 
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War  Department, 

Office  Indian  Affairs^  August  20,  1846. 

Sir  :  The  annexed  20th  and  21st  sections  of  the  act  of  the  6th  in- 
stant, for  the  "  better  organization  of  the  treasury,  &c.,"  are  herewith 
transmitted  for  your  information  and  strict  observance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Section  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  exchange  of  funds 
ahaU  be  made  by  any  disbursing  oflScers  or  agents  of  the  government, 
of  any  grade  or  denomination  whatsoever,  or  connected  with  any 
branch  of  the  public  service,  other  than  an  exchange  for  gold  or  silver, 
and  every  such  disbursing  oflScer,  when  the  means  for  his  disburse- 
ments are  furnished  to  him  in  gold  and  silver,  shall  make  his  payments 
in  the  money  so  furnished ;  or  when  those  means  are  furnished  to  him  in 
drafts,  shall  cause  those  drafts  to  be  presented  at  their  place  of  pay- 
ment, and  properly  paid  according  to  the  law ;  and  shall  make  his 
payments  in  the  money  so  received  for  the  drafts  furnished ;  unless  in 
eitner  case  he  can  exchange  the  means  in  his  hands  for  gold  and  silver 
at  par ;  and  it  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  made  the  duty  of  the  head  of 
the  proper  department  immediately  to  supersede  from  duty  any  dis- 
bursing oflScer  who  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  this  section,  and 
forthwith  to  report  the  name  of  the  officer  or  agent  to  the  President, 
with  the  fact  ol  the  violation,  and  all  the  circumstances  accompanying 
the  same,  and  within  the  knowledge  of  the  said  secretary*  to  the  ena 
that  such  officer  or  a£[ent  may  be  promptly  removed  from  office  or 
restored  to  his  trust  and  the  performance  of^his  duties,  as  to  the  Presi- 
dent may  seem  just  and  proper. 

The  penalty  for  a  violation  of  this  section  of  the  law,  (the  20th  sec- 
tion,^ as  above  specified  in  the  instructions  of  the  Indian  Department, 
involves  only  the  question  of  removal  from  office ;  and,  as  Governor 
Ramsey  is  already  out  of  office,  no  further  notice  of  that  part  of  the  law 
seems  to  be  necessary. 

3.  He  is  next  charged  with  having  paid  accounts  against  the  United 
States,  officially,  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  on  contracts  for 
supplying  the  Indians  with  provisions,  goods,  &c.,  in  bank  notes  and 
drafts  instead  o{  the  gold  coin,  which  was  originally  received  by  him 
for  that  purpose. 

So  far  as  the  examination  extended,  in  relation  to  this  charge,  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  account^  on  contracts  for  supplying  the  Indians 
with  provisions,  goods,  ammunition,  &x;.,  during  the  foil  and  early  part 
of  the  winter  of  1852,  were  generally  paid  in  drafb  and  bank  notes, 
with  the  exception  of  very  small  amounts  which  were  sometimes  paid 
in  gold  in  order  to  make  tne  change,  and  this  remark  will  most  proba- 
bly apply  to  all  such  contracts  as  are  stated  in  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No. 
29,  Part  II,  2d  Sess.  32d  Congress ;  although  the  evidence  does  not 
embrace  all  the  accounts  to  be  found  in  that  document.  Enough,  how- 
ever, was  shown  to  satisfy  us  that  this  class  of  contracts  had,  for  the 
most  part,  been  paid  in  the  manner  stated. 

The  16th  secUon  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  August  6, 1846,  provides 
as  follows: 

Ssc.  16.  And  be  itjitrlher  emctedf  That  all  officers  and  other  persons 
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charged  by  this  act,  or  any  other  act,  with  the  safe-keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys,  other  than  those  connected  with 
the  Post  Office  Department,  are  hereby  required  to  keep  an  accurate 
entry  of  each  sum  received,  and  of  each  payment  or  transfer;  and  that 
if  any  one  of  the  said  officers,  or  of  those  connected  with  the  Post  Office 
Department,  shall  convert  to  his  own  use,  in  any  way  whatever,  or 
shall  use,  by  way  of  investment  in  any  kind  of  property  or  merchandize, 
or  shall  loan,  with  or  without  interest,  or  shall  deposit  in  any  bank,  or 
shall  exchange  for  other  funds,  except  as  allowed  by  this  act,  any  por- 
tion of  the  public  moneys  intrusted  to  him  for  safekeeping,  disburse- 
ment, transfer,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  every  such   act  shall  be 
deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  an  emoezzlement  of  so  much  of  the  said 
moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken,  converted,  invested,  used,  loaned,  de- 
posited, or  exchanged,  which  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  felony ;  and 
any  failure  to  pay  over  or  to  produce  the  public  moneys  intrusted  to 
such  person,  snail  be  held  and  taken  to  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  such 
embezzlement ;  and  if  any  officer  chargecl  with  the  disbursements  of 

Eublic  moneys  shall  accept  or  receive,  or  transmit  to  the  Treasury 
department,  to  be  allowed  in  his  favor,  any  receipt  or  voucher  from  a 
creditor  of  the  United  States,  without  having  paid  to  such  creditor,  in 
such  funds  as  the  said  oflScer  may  have  received  for  disbursement,  or 
such  other  funds  as  he  may  be  authorized  by  this  act  to  take  in  ex- 
change, the  full  amount  specified  in*  such  receipt  or  voucher,  every 
such  act  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  conversion,  by  such  officer  to  his  own 
use,  of  the  amount  specified  in  such  receipt  or  voucher;  and  any 
officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  all  persons  advising  or  parti- 
cipating in  such  act,  being  convicted  thereof,  before  any  court  of  the 
United  States,  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment for  a  term  of  not  less  than  six  months  nor  more  than  ten  years, 
and  to  a  fine  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  money  embezzled,  &c. 

Whether,  in  these  transactions,  Governor  Ramsey  has  violated  this 
section  of  the  act  of  August  6,  1846,  or  not,  and  has  thereby  incurred 
its  penalties,  we  do  not  consider  ourselves  as  called  upon  to  express 
an  opinion,  but  will  leave  that  matter  for  the  consideration  of  die 
Senate. 

4.  He  is  charged  with  having  refused  to  pay  to  the  Sioux  Indians 
the  money  intended  for  them  under  the  fofirlh  articles  of  the  treaties  rf 
July  and  August,  1851,  although  repeatedly  and  earnestly  requested 
80  to  do  by  the  chiefs ;  with  having  resorted  to  threats  and  force,  and 
other  acts  of  cruelty  and  oppression,  to  overawe  and  intimidate,  and 
thereby  to  compel  them  to  consent  to  the  payment  of  this  money  to  the 
** traders;"  and  with  having  in  the  end  paid  over  the  greater  part  of 
said  money  to  one  Hugh  Tyler  for  payment  or  distnbution  tu  the 
••traders"  and  "half-breeds,"  contrary  to  uie  wishes  and  remonstrances 
of  the  Indians,  in  violation  of  the  law  and  the  stipulations  contained  in 
said  treaties,  and  also  in  violation  of  his  own  solenm  pledges  previously 
made  to  them  in  regard  to  said  payments. 

The  mone^  here  mentioned  nas  reference  to  the  sum  of  9275,000, 
which  was  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  8ioux,of  July  23, 1851,  with  the  See-see- 
lon  and  Wah-pa-ton  bands  of  upper  Biouz;  and  the  sum  of  9220 JKO, 
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in  the  corresponding  clause  and  article  of  the  treaty  of  Mendota  of  the 
fith  of  August,  1851,  with  the  Med- a-wah-kan-ton  and  Wah-pa-coo-ta 
bands  of  lower  Sioux  Indians — making,  together,  the  sum  of  $495,000. 

The  firsi.  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  July  23,  1851, 
reads  as  follows : 

*'  To  the  chiefs  of  the  said  bands,  to  enable  them  to  settle  their  affairs, 
and  comply  with  their  present  just  engagements ;  and  in  consideration 
of  their  removing  themselves  to  the  country  set  apart  for  them  as  above 
—which  they  agree  to  do  within  two  years,  or  sooner,  if  required  by 
the  President,  without  further  cost  or  expense  to  the  United  States — 
and  in  consideration  of  their  subsisting  themselves  the  first  year  after 
their  removal — which  they  agree  to  do  without  further  cost  or  expense 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States — ^the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars,  ($275,000 :)  Prmndedj  That  said  sums  shall  oe 
paid  to  the  chiefs  in  such  manner  as  they,  hereafter,  in  open  council 
shall  request,  and  as  soon  after  the  removal  of  said  Indians  to  the  home 
set  apart  for  them  as  the  necessary  appropriation  therefor  shall  be  made 
by  Congress." 

And  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  5th  of 
August,  1851,  reads  as  follows: 

"To  the  chiefs  of  the  said  bands,  to  enable  them  to  settle  their  af- 
fairs and  comply  with  their  present  just  engagements ;  and  in  consid- 
eration of  their  removing  themselves  to  the  country  set  apart  for  them 
as  above,  (which  they  agree  to  do  within  one  year  after  the  ratification 
of  this  treaty,  without  further  cost  or  expense  to  the  United  States,)  and 
in  consideration  of  their  subsisting  themselves  the  first  year  after  their 
removal,  (which  they  agree  to  do  without  further  cost  or  expense  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,)  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  ($220,000 :)  Providedj  That  said  sum  shall  be  paid, 
one  half  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  band,  and  one  half 
to  the  chief  and  headmen  of  the  Wah-pa-coo-ta  band,  in  such  manner 
as  they,  hereafter,  in  open  council,  shall  respectively  request,  and  as 
soon  afler  the  removal  of  said  Indians  to  the  home  set  apart  for  them, 
as  the  necessary  appropriations  therefor  shall  be  made  by  Congress." 

The  act  of  Congress  making  the  appropriations  for  the  fulfilment  of 
these  treaty  stipulations  reads  as  follows : 

"  For  fulfilling  treaties  with  the  Sioux  of  the  Mississippi,  to  wit :  for 
payment  of  the  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of 
Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians,  to  enable  them  to  setde  their  affairs,  and  to 
comply  with  their  present  just  engagements ;  for  expenses  of  removal 
of  the  said  bands  from  the  lands  ceded,  and  for  subsistence  of  them- 
selves for  one  year  thereafter,  per  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  23d  of  July,  1851,  ratified  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  on  the  23d  of  June,  1852,  two  hundred  and  seventv-five  thou- 
sand dollars,"  ($275,000;)  and  **For  payment  to  the  chiefs  of  the 
.  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  and  Wah-pa-coo-ta  bands  of  Dakota  or  Sioux 
Indians,  to  enable  them  to  setde  their  affairs,  and  to  comply  with  their 
present  just  engagements;  for  expenses  of  removal  of  said  Indians  from 
the  lancis  ceded,  and  for  subsistence  for  themselves  for  one  year  there- 
after, per  ^fint  clause  of  thejourlh  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  5th  of  Au- 


48  S.  Doc.  61. 

gust,  1851,  ratified  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  the  23d  of  Jsae, 
1852,  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars."  ($220,000.) 

The  third  section  of  the  said  act  of  Congress  further  provides '^Tki 
no  part  of  the  appropriations  herein  made,  or  that  may  hereafabe 
maue,  for  the  benefit  of  any  Indian  or  tribe,  or  part  of  a  tribe  of  h- 
dians,  shall  be  paid  to  any  attorney  or  agent  of  such  Indian,  or  nk, 
or  part  of  a  tribe,  but  shall  in  every  case  be  paid  directly  to  the  h- 
dianor  Indians  themselves  to  whom  it  shall  be  due,  or  to  thetiik,(i 

fiart  of  a  tribe,  per  capita^  unless  the  imperious  interest  of  the  IndbBCi 
ndians,  or  some  treaty  stipulation,  shall  require  the  payment  id  be 
made  otherwise,  under  the  direction  of  the  President."  S«b  pages  51 
62,  and  56,  acts  of  1851,  1852,  Thtrty-second  Congress. 

Both  treaties  provide  that  these  sums  of  money  shall  be  paid  tods 
chiefs,  ^'m  siich  manner  as  they^  hereafter j  in  open  council,  shall  rejseC 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  intention  of  the  Indians  in  regard  ti» 
the  payment  of  this  money  to  the  traders  prior  to  the  ratification  of  tk 
treaties,  they  seemed  to  have  determined  (with  the  exception  otth 
Wah-pa-coo-ta  band)  subsequently  to  demand  the  whole  of  it  to  be 

S)aid  into  ikeir  own  hands  in  the  first  instance ;  and  with  that  view  miii 
brmal  requests  of  Governor  Ramsay  in  "open  council*'  by  their  chie6. 
and  protested  against  its  payment  to  the  traders.  It  appears  that^Bsl 
Iron"  was  the  principal  speaker  in  making  the  demand  for  the  See^B^ 
toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands,  and  Wah-oa-shaw  for  the  Med-a-^ 
kan-toan  or  lower  Sioux.  In  addressing  Governor  Ramsay,  **  Red  Iiw" 
remjirked:  "I  am  authorized  by  all  the  See-see-toan  ana  Wah-pa-iM 
bands  to  speak  for  them,  and  to  demand  that  this  money  be  paid  m 
our  own  hands." 

A  demand  on  the  part  of  the  upper  bands  was  also  made  by  E-» 
wah-ke-an,  or  Limping  Devil,  wno  said,  in  relation  to  their  supposed 
indebtedness  to  the  traders,  "  My  father  died  thirty  years  ago,  ana  Idt 
not  recollect  that  my  people  have  had  any  traders  smce.  I  do  notvtt 
to  pay  the  debts  of  those  whose  bones  have  been  crumbling  in  the  ito 
since  that  time.  I  was  away  off  on  the  plains  with  one  hundred  aai 
fifty  *  tee-pees'  or  '  lodges'  of  my  people ;  and  when  we  caught  fcis 
we  bought  powder  from  other  Indians,  and  when  a  trader  would  cooc 
along,  we  bought  cloth  and  blankets." 

The  requests  of  Red  Iron  and  Wa-ba-shaw,  for  the  respective  baiA 
represented  by  them,  were  repeated  explicitly  in  "  open  councOf^oi 
more  than  once,  and  were  as  often  met  by  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  Go^ 
emor  Ramsay,  on  each  occassion.  He  placed  his  refusal  upoo  tbe 
ground  that  they  were  indebted  to,  and  had  agreed  to  pay  their 
traders ;  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  pay  the  money  to  them,  ana  not  v 
the  Indians, 

Alexander  J.  Campbell,  who  was  at  the  payment  of  the  '^aioB' 
ities,"  at  "  Traverse  des  Sioux,"  in  the  "/off"  of  1862,  testifies,  "ita 
he  beard  the  chiefs.  Red  Iron  and  others,  demand  their  money  to 
Governor  Ramsey  two  or  three  times,  and  that  he  told  them  he  vooW 
not  pay  it  to  them,  but  that  they  must  pay  their  honest  debts.  Bd 
Iron  asked  him  if  that  was  the  direction  of  the  <*  great  &dier^  < 
Washington;  to  which  he  replied :  *'  I  am  here  as  the  representative  of 
the  <  great  father'  myself."    The  Indians  remarked,  that  they  voe 
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■willing  to  pay  their  honest  debts,  but  wanted  him  to  make  the  traders 
first  exhibit  their  accounts.  To  which  the  governor  replied,  that  he 
had  no  business  to  do  that,  as  they  had  already  given  the  traders  a 
*•  paper*^  to  pay  their  debts. 

He  further  says,  "  that  he  is  now  twenty-six  years  old,  and  was  born 
and  raised  among  the  Indians,  and  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  upper  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands.  That  the 
Wah-pa-toan  chiefs  are,  1.  E-yang-mo-nee,  or  Running  Walker; 
2.  0-pee-en-dah,  or  Big  Curly  Head  ;  3.  Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  the 
Little  Rapids  Chief;  and  that  the  See-see-toan  chiefs  are,  1.  Wah- 
min-da-ne-chah,  or  the  Orphan ;  2.  E-tah-wah-ke-an,  or  Limping 
Devil ;  3.  Ish-tah-hum-bah,  or  Sleepy  Eyes ;  and  4.  Afah-zah-shah,  or 
Red  Iron,  making  seven  in  all ;  and  that  these  were  the  seten  See-see- 
toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  chiefs  at  the  treaty  of  *  Traverse  des  Sioux* 
in  July,  1851.  That  he  does  not  know  O-tah-e-tah  and  No-hope-ton 
as  chiefs,  and  that  they  are  not  recognized  by  the  Indians  as  such." 

Xavier  Frcsnier  was  also  present  at  **  Traverse  des  Sioux"  and 
heard  "Red  Iron"  and  the  other  chiefs  demand  this  money  in  all  their 
•'councils."  They  stated  to  Governor  Ramsey  that  they  wanted  all 
the  money  paid  into  their  own  hands  ;  that  they  would  then  give  some 
to  the  "  traaers,"  some  to  the  '*  halt-breeds,"  and  keep  a  part  for  them- 
selves. 

According  to  the  testimony  of  Warren  Woodberry,  Governor  Ram- 
sey replied  to  Wa  ba-shaw,  when  he  demanded  payment  for  the  Med- 
a-wa-kan-toan  bands  at  Mendota,  or  the  St.  Peter's  agency,  "  that  if 
the  Indians  would  come  to  some  agreement  concerning  the  payment  of 
their  honest  engagements,  he  was  then  ready  to  make  the  payment ; 
but  if  they  would  not,  and  insisted  to  have  the  mone}"^  paid  into  their 
awn  handsy  he  would  not  pay  it  to  them  at  all.  He  told  them  further, 
that  time  was  advancing,  and  it  was  getting  late,  and  that  they  had 
better  consult  with  each  other  and  come  to  some  conclusion."  The 
Indians  then  said  that  they  wanted  the  money  paid  into  their  own 
hands ;  that  they  had  been  detained  a  long  time ;  were  in  a  state  of 
starvation,  and  wished  to  go  home.  That  if  they  could  not  receive  it 
into  their  own  hands,  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  and 
pay  it  out  in  "  council,"  as  they  wished  to  do,  they  wanted  to  go 
fiome.  Governor  Ramsey,  then  told  the  interpreter  to  say  to  them, 
that  if  they  could  not  agree  upon  some  terms  about  the  payment  of  the 
money,  he  would  submit  a  proposition  to  them,  which  was  this : 
$70,000  to  pay  their  old  debts,  $20,000  for  their  "  half-breed"  rela- 
tions, and  $20,000  to  be  reserved  for  their  removal  and  subsistence  ; 
and  that  the  money  for  their  '*  half-breeds"  could  then  be  paid  out  by 
them  in  "council"  as  they  might  think  proper.  Wa-ba-shaw  then 
arose  from  his  seat  and  said :  "  You  have  gotten  our  lands,  and  now 
we  want  the  money  for  them,  as  was  agreed  upon  ;  or  you  can  keep 
your  money,  and  we  will  keep  our  lands,  and  go  home."  Governor 
Ramsey  remarked,  that  if  they  did  not  comply  with  his  wishes  in 
regard  to  the  payment  that  he  would  send  or  take  the  money  back  to 
their  "great  father"  at  Washington.  To  which  Wa-ba-shaw  replied: 
**  Take  it  back  to  the  *  great  father'  and  we  will  take  back  our  laiid.'' 
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Henry  H.  Sibley  says  that  he  was  present  at  Mendota  when  a  sim- 
ilar request  was  made  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  bandii 
to  which  Governor  Ramsey  repUed :  "that  the  nnaney  set  apait  fir 
their  debts  would  not  be  paid  to  th(.*m  under  any  circunastances  ooim 
they  made  some  arrangement  in  regard  to  its  disposition,  without  b 
specifying  any  particular  mode.  He  stated  tliat  he  was  not  auihoritd 
by  his  instructions  to  pay  directly  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians  the  son 
of  money  which  lind  been  set  apart  for  specific  purposes-  That  iftfcy 
could  not  arrange  among  themselves,  in  reference  to  a  proper  diqwa* 
tion  of  it,  he  would  eillier  send  the  money  back,  or  await  further  oraen 
from  the  government." 

Alexis  BaiUey,  an  old  trader  among  the  Indians,  and  fi>rmcrly  coo- 
nected  in  trade  with  the  "  American  Fur  Compjiny,"  says,  that  tk 
Med-a-wali-kan-toan  chiefs  not  only  asked  Governor  Ramsey  for  ihar 
**  hand  motieyj^^  but  for  all  the  money  coming  to  them  under  the  Ifwij 
of  the  5th  of  August,  1851,  the  *'  tradvn^  moncy*^  inclusive.  ThU 
Governor  Ramsey  replied,  that  a  certain  sum  had  been  set  apart  ix 
specific  purposes,  and  that  he  could  not  divert  it;  that  their  "grol 
father"  expected  them  to  pay  their  debts.  Upon  being  asked  the  ques- 
tion by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel,  "Weic  some  of  the  chieis  Sir 
paying  their  debts  and  some  not  ?"  he  answered :  "  All  were  for  pay- 
mg  their  just  debts  ;  but  they  were  for  having  the  money  first  paid  into 
their  own  hands,  and  then  to  pay  their  debts  themselves,  as  thej 
thought  just  and  proper." 

Nathaniel  McLean,  at  that  time  the  agent  for  the  Sioux  ladiaUr 
when  interrogated  as  to  what  Governor  Ramsey  said  in  his  presence 
to  the  chiefs  when  they  asked  him  lor  this  money,  replies,  that  Giw- 
ernor  Ramsey  said  to  them,  that  he  liked  to  deal  with  honest  men ;  tbit 
while  men  paid  their  honest  debts,  and  that  he  wanted  the  Indians  to 
do  so  likewise.  The  Indians  then  asked  the  governor  what  he  though 
w,ould  be  right  tor  them  to  pay.  He  said,  he  thought  seventy  thousaw 
dollars.  The  chiefs  said,  tliat  it  was  t(K)  mucli,  and  refused  to  pay  i 
Governor  Ramsey  then  said,  that  if  they  would  not  pay  their  booHt 
debts,  that  he  would  take  or  send  the  money  back  to  their  "gre* 
father"  at  Washington.  Wa-ba-shaw  then  replied :  '*  Take  it  back, 
and  we  will  take  back  our  land;"  and  the  Indians  then  broke  up  the 
"council"  in  confusion. 

Other  such  conferences,  in  substance,  will  be  ibund  in  the  testimooji 
both  in  regard  to  the  i/pj/cr  and  lower  bands,  which  need  not  be  repe* 
ed  in  this  report.  Enough  has  been  stated  to  show  the  nature  of  the 
difficulty  in  this  respect,  and  how,  and  why  it  was,  that  Govenff 
Ramsey  refused  to  comply  with  the  recjuest  of  the  Indians. 

The  chiels  and  headmen  of  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bandi 
also  presented  a  written  *^ protest j*^  (though  not  signed  by  tbeiai)to 
Governor  Ramsey,  dated  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  December  2,  VsSL 
against  the  payment  of  this  money  to  the  traders.  They  admitted  M 
indebledn(*ss  to  their  licensed  traders,  and  a  willingness  to  pay  wbt 
was  just,  but  repudiated  the  "  Tnidr^a^  Paper^^  which  had  been  sigtrf 
by  them,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1851,  as  i'raudulent ;  and  re4}ue8t«dt 
^     suspension  of  the  payments,  until  the  accounts  of  tlie  claimants  wo* 
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first  examined  and  adjudicated  by  competent  and  disinterested  com- 
missioners. 

This  "  iprotM^^  was  the  result  of  a  "  council"  of  the  chiefs  held  at 
Mr.  Sweetser's  store  in  Traverse  des  Sioux — ^it  was  written  by  Mr. 
Sweetser — ^it  was  read  and  explained  to  the  Indians  bv  their  agent, 
Nathaniel  McLean — ^interpreted  by  Alexander  J.  Campbell,  and  Dun- 
can Campbell ;  and  afterwards  delivered  to  Governor  Ramsey  in  per- 
son, by  the  chief  Red  Iron,  just  as  he  (the  governor)  was  about  leaving 
Traverse  des  Sioux  for  St.  Paul ;  but  before^  the  payment  of  this  money 
to  the  "traders"  and  "half  breeds,"  subsequently  at  Mendota. 

A  copy  of  this  "prore«/,"  will  be  found  in  the  evidence. 

He  is  also  charged  with  having  resorted  to  threats  and  force  and 
other  acts  of  cruelty  and  oppression,  to  overawe  and  intimidate  the 
Indians,  and  thereby  to  compel  them  to  consent  to  the  payment  of  this 
money  to  the  traders. 

We  have  no  doubt  from  the  evidence,  as  well  as  from  our  own 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  Governor  Ramsey,  that  his  general  con- 
duct towards  the  Indians  was  kind  and  humane.  But  difficulty  had 
arisen  about  the  payment  of  this  money,  and  that  kind  of  treatment 
which  he  might  have  thought  justifiable,  and  even  proper  under  the 
circumstances,  may  have  been  regarded  very  differently  by  others, 
having  no  such  objects  to  accomplish.  When  interrogated  in  regard  to 
the  general  conduct  of  Governor  Ramsey  towards  the  Indians,  Na- 
thaniel McLean,  (the  agent,)  replies:  "In  my  judgment,  his  general 
management  of  the  Indians  was  good.  Friar  to  this  difficulty  about 
ihe$e  nuutefii  I  heard  of  no  complaint." 

And  such,  we  have  no  doubt,  was  the  fact. 

One  of  the  acts  of  cruelty  and  oppression,  as  mentioned  in  the  charge, 
must  have  had  reference  to  his  difficulty  with  "  Red  Iron,"  and  his  sub- 
sequent treatment  of  that  chief.  As  soon  as  it  was  announced  that 
Governor  Ramsey  had  returned  with  the  money,  and  was  ready  to 
commence  the  payments,  Red  Iron  and  his  band  of  warriors,  who  re- 
sided at  "  Traverse  des  Sioux,"  where  the  payment  of  the  See-see-toan 
and  Wah-pa-toan  money,  amounting  to  $275,000,  was  expected  to  be 
made,  having  been  actively  stimulated  by  an  influence  adverse  to  the 
interests  of  the  traders,  seem  to  have  determined  to  prevent  Governor 
Ramsey,  if  possible,  from  making  any  arrangements  with  the  Indians, 
by  which  this  money  could  be  legally  paid  otherwise  than  into  their 
own  hands. 

As  the  business  for  making  out  the  "  roZ&"  of  the  names  of  the  In- 
dians who  were  entitled  to  "  annuities,"  and  the  payment  of  the  "  an- 
nuities" after  the  "rolls"  were  completed,  appears  to  have  properly 
belonged  to  the  office  of  Nathaniel  McLean,  who  was  at  that  time 
the  agent  of  the  Sioux  Indians,  the  reasonable  inference  would  be, 
that  other  business  than  that  had  taken  him  (Governor  Ramsey)  from 
Sl  Paul  to  "  Traverse  des  Sioux,"  and  that  this  other  business  had 
reference  to  the  $275,000,  rather  than  to  the  payment  of  the  "  annuities." 
For,  in  relation  to  the  latter,  he  had  only  to  pay  over  the  money  to  Mr. 
McLean — ^take  his  receipt  for  it — and  there  ended  his  responsibility 
and  his  duty,  in  regard  to  that  whole  matter. 

Governor  Ramsey  having  refused  to  pay  the  money  to  the  Indians, 
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as  requested  by  the  chiefs  of  the  uiq)er  bands,  **Red  Iron"  and iii 
warriors  proceeded  to  establish  what  is  called  a  **  soldier's  lodge." 

The  object  of  this  "soldier's  hxlge"  appears  to  have  beentopreioi 
all  intercourse  between  the  Indians  assembled  at  "  Travene  desSmf 
and  Governor  Ramsey,  in  relation  to  «ny  negotiation  or  arraognMl 
concerning  the  money  claimed  by  the  traders,  by  virtue  of  the  *'Tradfrf 
Paper,"  and  to  use  tbrce,  if  necessary,  towards  flic  other  Indiaiay'i mj 
should  attempt  to  violate  this  non-intercourse  edict.     Red  Iron  himfldf 
explained,  **  that  his  object  was  to  prevent  individual  chiefs  and  jong 
men  from  going  singly,  and  at  mghu  and  alone^  to  the  white  ma's 
camps,  and  there  signing  papers  and  disposing  of  their  money  inrtfl), 
as  had  been  the  case  witn  the  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  bands.     That  be 
wanted  all  the  chief's  to  go  into  *opcn  council'  toother,  so  thatiB 
might  know  what  had  been  done.     That  he  had  been  informed  tbi 
several  new  chiefs  had  been  made  at  the  time  they  signed  the  amad- 
ments  to  the  treaty,"  &c.     (September  8,  1852.) 

Henry  H.  Sibley  says,  "that  the  object  of  the  *soldier*s  lodge*  is 
to  effect  certain  objects  with  the  'bands'  coming  from  abroad;  tbi 
the  Sioux  Indians  recognize  the  right  of  the  *  band '  living  on  the  Iml 
to  which  they  come  to  erect  a  'soldier's  lodge,'  and  submit  to  4b 
regulations  prescribed  by  it.  That  it  controls  the  movements  of  ik 
whole  band,  without  regard  to  the  authority  of  the  chiefs.*' 

Joseph  R.  Brown,  who  has  also  had  much  experience  with  these 
Indians,  says  that  "its  object  is  to  regulate  the  movements  and  politj 
of  the  encampment,  and  that  it  is  the  supreme  power  of  the  cncamp' 
ment,  according  to  a  custom  with  the  Sioux  Indians."  He  furtur 
says,  "that  Red  Iron's  band  of  See-see-toan  Indians  lid  not  disguise 
their  determinuiion  to  prevent  any  intercourse  between  the  vpper  Sioox 
Indians, — or  those  opposed  to  their  policy, — and  the  government  oflioers, 
unless  it  wiis  done  under  their  control."  "Then,"  continues  Mr. 
Brown,  "commenced  a  very  evil  and  turbulent  spirit,  and  that  ioal 
his  experience  he  has  never  known  so  much  discord  and  ill-feeling  is 
a  camp  of  Sioux  Indians."  "And  all  this  (he  says)  was  produced  If 
different  views,  entertained  by  different  bands  of  Indians,  relative  to 
the  disbursement  of  the  $275,000  under  the  treaty."  Mr.  Sibley  ato 
says,  "that  his  conduct  was  outrageous,  and  that  he  advised  Goveraor 
Rcimsey  to  order  his  arrest." 

Captain  James  Monroe,  of  the  United  States  army,  was  then  sent  far 
by  Governor  Ramsey,  and  immediately  came  with  a  company  of  U.& 
infantry  and  five  dragoons,  and  by  prompt  and  judicious  conduct  suc- 
ceeded in  destroying  the  "soldier's  lodge,"  in  making  Red  Iron  a  pris- 
oner, and  in  restoring  order  and  quiet  to  the  encampment,  tctfk>^ 
bloodshed. 

Governor  Ramsey  then  summoned  "Red  Iron"  into  bis  preseocc* 
and  after  stating  to  him  the  catalogue  of  his  offences,  concluded  bv  df 
priving  him  of  his  chieftainship,  snying:  ^^You  are  broken  as  a  chirj\ati 
I  now  break  you;  and  this  officer  (pointing  to  Captain  Monroe)^ 
keep  you  a  prisoner."  Captain  Monroe  further  testifies,  "that  he io* 
mediately  confined  Red  Iron  in  a  room,  and  placed  a  sentinel  over  his; 
that  he  was  released  on  the  following  day — and  in  the  mean  timCi  k 
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ipras  treated  with  as  much  lenity,  during  his  confinement,  as  was  con* 
sistent  with  secure  keeping. 

It  is  now  respectfully  submitted  in  regard  to  this  transaction,  whether 
it  be  cruel  treatment  or  not?  The  conduct  of  Red  Iron  and  his  soldiers 
was  certainly  very  reprehensible  and  unjusti6able  under  any  circum- 
stances. But  as  his  conduct  seems  to  have  resulted  from  the  refusal  of 
Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  this  money  to  the  Indians  and  from  an  appre- 
hension that  some  secret  arrangement  was  intended,  by  which  it  was 
to  be  paid  to  the  traders,  and  as  no  violence  was  directed  towards  any 
white  man,  is  there  not  some  excuse  for  an  untutored  savage,  and 
especially  if  his  conduct  had  been  influenced  by  evil  councils  else- 
where? If  Governor  Ramsey  was  right  in  withholding  this  money 
from  the  Indians  under  the  circumstances,  then  he  is  not  only  excusable, 
but  perhaps  justifiable ;  but  if  otherwise,  then  the  case  is  very  different. 
These  considerations  are  suggested  for  the  purpose  of  directing  atten- 
tion to  the  propriety  of  observing  our  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indians 
faithfully  and  justly;  and  the  more  so,  for  the  reason  that  they  are 
helpless  and  dependant,  and  being  ignorant  of  our  language,  are  com- 
pelled to  rely  exclusively  upon  our  justice  and  humanity  for  proper 
explanations  of  their  treaties  with  us  in  the  first  place,  and  for  a  faith- 
ful fulfilment  afterwards  of  our  stipulations  and  engagements  growing 
out  of  them. 

It  is  a  fact  not  to  be  denied,  that  Governor  Ramsey  experienced 
great  difficulty  in  procuring  the  receipt  from  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah- 
pa-toan  chiefs  for  the  $250,000,  (part  of  the  $275,000,)  mentioned  in 
the  ^nt  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux, 
of  the  23d  of  July,  1851,  and  that  after  all  it  is  only  signed  by  two  oif 
the  old  and  well  recognized  chiefs  of  the  bands,  and  by  only  one  who 
signed  the  treaty. 

This  receipt  reads  as  follows : 

We,  the  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Dako- 
ta or  Sioux  Indians,  in  "open  council"  assembled,  do  hereby  acknow- 
ledge to  have  received  of  Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  under  the 
first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  of 
the  23d  of  July,  1851;  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  of 
which  we  desire  him  to  pay,  in  full  acquittance  of  our  just  obligations 
at  the  date  of  said  treaty,  to  our  traders,  agreeably  to  the  distribution 
made  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  aforesaid,  and  the  balance  to  our  rela- 
tives of  mixed  blood. 


November  29,  1852. 


E-ta-wah-ke-an,  his  x  mark. 
Wah-nok-sooii-ta,  his  x  mark. 
Yah-zoo-ah-pee,  his  x  mark. 
O-kee-tah,  his  x  mark. 
El-chash-kah-sko-mah-nee,  his  x  mark. 
Wah-na-ta,  his  x  mark. 
No-hope-ton,  his  x  mark. 
Wam-du-pi-du-ta,  his  x  mark. 
A-ris-sar,  his  x  mark. 
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In-tue-boo-kar-dan,  his  x  mark. 

O-tak-e-ta,  his  x  mark. 

Hoo-pah-ina-pek-dou-tahy  his  x  nnik 
Witnesses : 

Thomas  Foster, 
Jno.  C.  Kblton,  U.  S.  a., 
Charles  D.  Fillmore, 
Wm.  Henry  Forbes. 

I  certify,  on  honor,  that  the  above  account  is  correct  and  just,  mi 
that  I  have  actually,  this  29th  oi*  November,  1852,  paid  the  amoal 
thereof. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 

This  receipt,  it  will  be  perceived,  has  direct  reference  to  the  distdn- 
tion  as  made  by  the  schedule  attached  to  the  "  Traders*  Paper." 

The  old  and  well  recognized  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Walnpi- 
toan  b^uids,  who  signed  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  of  Joly2S» 
1851,  are :  1.  Mah-zah-shah,  or  Red  Iron ;  2.  E-yang-mo-nee,  « 
Running  Walker ;  3.  Wah-min-cla-ne-chah,  or  the  Orphan ;  4*  frtt* 
wah-kee-an,  or  Limping  Devil ;  5.  Ish-tah-hum-bah,  or  Sleepy  Eyei; 
and  6.  O-pee-en-dah,  or  Big  Curly  Head ;  Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  ik 
Little  Rapids  Chief,  is  also  one  of  those  old  cliiefs,  but  his  name  is  not 
to  the  treaty. 

Theophile  Bruguier,  says,  '*  that  he  has  been  trading,  and  hunli^^ 
and  farming  among  these  Indians,  on  his  own  account,  for  the  ki 
eighteen  years ;  and  that  the  chiefs  whose  names  are  above  mentiooBi 
are  all  the  chiefs  of  these  bands ;  and  that  E-ta-wah-ke-an,  or  Limpivi 
Devil,  and  Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  the  Little  Rapids  Chief,  are  the€d|f 
names  of  chiefs  to  that  receipt,  for  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thouflBiil 
dollars.     But  he  docs  not  know  No-hope-ton  and  Wah-na-ta,  as  chicfc 

Doctor  Thomas  S.  Williamson,  a  resident  missionary  among  the* 
Indians,  says :  "  I  only  Jind  the  names  of  three  chiefs  of  those  wb 
signed  the  treaty  in  1851,  to  Governor  Ramsey's  receipt  for  the  t«o 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($250,000 ;)  that  there  are  ebm 
chiefs  in  all,  now  on  Major  Murphy's  list,  ^the  present  Indian  ageiit,)«t 
the  "Red  Wood"  agency.  That  these  three  are  £-ta-wak-ke-«ii,tf 
Limping  Devil;  Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  the  Little  Rapids  Chief;  oi 
Wah-na-ta." 

Alexander  G.  Huggins,  says:  "That  E-ta-wah-ke-an,  or  LimM 
Devil,  is  the  only  chief  whose  name  is  to  the  receipt,  who  signedtk 
treaty  in  1851." 

Martin  McLeod,  says :  "  That  he  was  present  when  Jour  of  thcb- 
dians  signed  this  receipt,  to  wit :  Young  Sleepy  Eyes ;  Wah-iuHit' 
O-tak-e-ta,  and  No-hope-ton ;  and  that  he  considers  jdl  of  them  * 
chiefs. 

Philander  Prescott,  an  old  interpreter  and  superintendant  of  fanii!& 
&c.,  among  the  Sioux  Indians,  says,  "  that  there  are  now  the  namef  oi 
It  chiefs  of  the  upper  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands*  up* 
'roll  book'  of  the  agent;  that  he  found  the  names  of  O-lak-eA 

►-hope-ton,  and  O-pee-yah-hen-da-ya,  on  the  'roll'  and  named tf 
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chiefs  sometime  last  winter;  that  Wah-na-ta  is  half  Yankton  and 
half  See-see-loan,  and  is  also  named  as  a  chief  upon  the  *  roll.'  And 
that  of  these  eleven  chiefs,  he  sees  the  names  of  six  of  them  on  the  re- 
ceipt to  Governor  Ramsey." 

The  removal  of  Red  Iron  from  his  chieftainship,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  these  young  chiefs  since  the  treaty  in  1851,  is  doubtless  what 
is  intended  by  the  charge  of  oppressive  conduct  towards  the  chiefs  who 
were  the  authorized  agents  of  these  bands,  and  the  substitution  of 
others  as  chiefs,  having  no  authority  with  the  nation.  It  is  due  to 
Governor  Ramsey,  nevertheless,  to  say,  that  it  does  not  appear  from 
the  evidence  that  these  young  chiefs  were  appointed  by  nim,  or  by 
virtue  of  his  authority. 

Another  means  resorted  to,  to  induce  the  Indians  to  sign  this  receipt, 
as  appears  by  the  testimony,  was  the  withholding:  the  payment  of  their 
*•  annuity  money,"  until  they  first  agreed  to  sign  it. 

Wm.  B.  Dodd,  says :  '*  That  he  was  present  at  the  payment  of  the 
♦annuity  money'  to  the  Indians  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  the  ^falP 
of  1852;  that  the  Indians  in  the  first  instance  refused  all  payment, 
unless  they  could  receive  the  whole  of  the  money ;  they  wanted  the 
vrhole  and  not  a  part  of  it ;  they  refused  to  sign  any  receipts  until 
they  got  their  money.  (Meaning  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.^  That  an  Indian  by  the  name  of  O-tak-e-ta,  appeared  there 
as  a  chief  of  the  *  orphans'  band — was  recognized  as  a  chief,  and  re- 
ceived 'annuity  money'  as  such;  that  a  portion  of  his  band  was 
paid  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day ;  that  the  next  day,  the  pay- 
ment commenced  generally ;  that  before  the  payment  commenced. 
Governor  Ramsey,  Hugh  Tyler,  and  Hercules  S.  Dousman,  were  up 
stairs  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Huggins ;  that  they  came  down  in  the  front 
room,  when  he  asked  Mr.  Tyler  when  they  were  going  to  commence 
the  payments ;  that  he  (Tyler)  answered,  that  he  did  not  know  ;  that 
they  were  going  to  try  an  experiment.  And  I  think  he  said,  '  damn 
themj  I  think  we  will  fetch  them.''  " 

Captain  Dodd  does  not  say  that  Governor  Ramsey  heard  this  ex- 
pression of  Mr.  Tyler,  but  only  says  that  they  came  down  together. 
**  That  they  had  concluded  to  commence  the  payment  (of  the '  annuities') 
and  if  they  could  induce  two  or  three  to  accept  the  money,  that  the 
rest,  seeing  them  buy  goods,  and  have  them  in  possession,  would  be 
likely  to  give  in  and  receive  their  money  also.  The  payment  was 
commenced  with  O-tak-e-ta's  band.  Agent  McLean  took  the  money 
out  of  the  box,  and  Hugh  Tyler  paid  it  out  to  the  Indians.  That  he 
saw  Hugh  Tyler  go  and  bring  the  money  in,  and  pay  it  to  the  Indians." 

Nathaniel  McLean  (the  agent)  says  "that  Governor  Ramsey  brought 
this  *  annuity'  money  from  Washington  City,  in  the  *fall'  of  1852,  and 
delivered  it  to  him  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  the  month  of  December, 
1852;  that  he  commenced  paying  it  out  to  the  Indians  on  the  next 
day  after  he  received  it;  that  ne  frequently  asked  Governor  Ramsey 
when  he  intended  to  commence  paying  the  money,  to  which  he  replied 
that  the  money  would  be  ready  by  the  time  the  *  rolls '  were  made  out. 
There  appeared  to  be  some  delay  in  handing  over  the  money  and  get- 
ting the  receipts.  Upon  being  asked  the  question,  '  which  receipts  do 
you  mean?'  he  answered  *I  do  not  know  what  his  (Governor  RamseY'«>\ 
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business  specially  was.  I  was  not  in  the  council  about  that  matter/ 
He  further  remarked,  in  reply  to  another  question,  *  We  were  w 
little  detained  after  the  'rolls'  were  ready.'  " 

There  appeared,  very  manifestly,  to  be  a  reluctance^  on  thepaitof 
Governor  Ramsey,  to  deliver  over  this  "annuity'*  money  to  Agm 
McLean — whose  duly  it  was  to  disburse  it  to  the  Indians — and  some 
unnocessarj'  delay,  although  for  a  short  time  only.  And,  whaterec 
may  have  been  his  motives  in  withholding  this  money,  from  the  tine 
he  returned  from  Washington  up  to  the  very  day  of  payment,  it  is 
c(iually  evid(Mit  thjit  it  was  not  delivered  to  Agent  McLean,  for  cEgm- 
bution  among  the  Indians,  until  he  hnd  ^rsl  procured  his  receipt  fivtk 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

If  this  "annuity  money"  was  thus  withheld  from  the  Indians,  a&r 
the  cold  weather  had  set  in,  in  December,  as  a  means  of  coercing  them 
to  sign  this  receipt, — and  the  evidence  warrants  the  inference — is  not 
this  also  to  be  regarded  as  an  unwairantable  act  of  oppression? 

Governor  Ramsey  justifies  the  payment  of  this  two  hundred  andSfrv 
thousand  dollars  to  the  "traders"  luid  "half-breeds,"  in  the  "first" 
place,  upon  the  authority  of  the  "Traders'  Paper,"  dated  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux,  the  23d  of  July,  1851,  which  has  already  been  commeDted 
u{)on;  and  secondly^  in  virtue  of  the  power  of  attorney  executed  to  him 
by  the  Indians,  at  St.  Paul,  on  the  Sth  of  September,  1852. 

This  power  of  attorney  has  already  been  copied  into  the  stateioeit 
to  this  report.  That  part  of  it  upon  which  the  governor  relies  for  his 
authority  is  italicised  by  Ijim  in  tlie  printed  copy  to  be  found  in  Senaie 
Executive  Document,  No.  29,  jujrt  2,  2d  Session  of  the  32d  Congretti 
pages  25,  26,  and  27,  and  reads  as  follows : 

"And  we  also  authorize,  empower,  and  request  him  to  do,  or  cause  to 
be  done,  all  the  acts  contemplated  by  the  snid  fourth  article  (of  the  treatj 
of  July  23,  1851)  for  and  by  us  to  be  done ;  to  appropriate  the  said 
money  in  accordance  with  and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
equitable  and  true  intent  thereof;  fdl  such  acts,  when  done,  to  be  finil 
and  binding  upon  us,  and  to  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  done 
by  us." 

This  portion  of  the  power  of  attorn(»y,  when  isolated  from  the  rest 
of  it  and  left  without  explanation,  would  seem  to  confer  upon  Governcr 
Riimsey  the  discretion  to  appropriate  this  money  when  received  bj 
him,  according  to  his  own  judgment  of  the  proper  construction  to  be 
given  to  the  fourth  article  ol*  the  tnuity  referred  to.  But  was  this  the 
intention  of  the  Indians?  Such  a  dis|X)sition  of  the  money  had  aheadj 
been  made  by  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  and  if  no  change  was  conteflh 
plated,  why  execute  this  new  power  of  attorney  V 

The  testimony  clearly  shows  that  the  Indians  had  become  very  inudi 
dissatisfied  with  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  this  money,  as  indicated 
by  the  schedule  to  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  and  desired  it  to  be  paid  into 
their  own  hands,  in  the  first  instance  ;  and  to  eHect  that  purpose,  tbej 
declare,  at  the  close  of  this  "  power"  to  Governor  Ramsey  :  *•  And  « 
do  hereby  revoke  and  annul  all  former  and  other  powers  of  aUomey  exeei^ 
or  given  by  us  with  reference  to  the  receipt  or  collection  of  the  said  mm  ff 
money  or  any  jmrt  thereof ^ 

The  evideuce  will  show  what  powers  of  attorney  were  intended  » 
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be  revoked  and  annulled,  and  what  disposition  was  to  be  made  of  the 
money  as  explained  to  and  understood  ny  the  Indians. 

Mr.  McLean  (the  agent)  says,  in  reference  to  this  power  of  attorney* 
that  "  the  Indians  had  been  in  council  at  Henry  M.  Rice's  house  or 
store,  (at  St.  Paul,)  with  Mr.  Rice  and  others,  in  getting  them  to  sign 
the  amendments  to  the  treaty.  The  power  of  attorney  to  Governor 
Ramsey  was  there  explained  by  Mr.  Prescott,  the  interpreter,  in  the 
language  of  the  paper  as  it  reads.  I  then  made  a  speech  to  the 
Indians,  and  told  them  that  it  revoked  all  other  pouters  before  given  by 
them*  Mr.  Rice  then  explained  it  to  them,  saying  that  it  broke  all 
former  '  papers'  made  by  them. 

**  The  Indians  seemed  anxious  to  get  clear  of  any  and  all  former 
*  papers'  which  they  had  signed.  They  spoke  of  a  number  of  papers 
which  they  had  signed,  and  Mr.  Sweeizer's  paper  among  the  rest,  and 
wanted  all  of  them  swept  oflF. 

'^  After  the  Indians  had  concluded  to  sign  the  amendments  to  the 
treaty,  and  the  power  of  attorney  to  Governor  Ramsey,  we  then  went 
to  Governor  Ramsey's  office.  The  papers  were  taken  there,  and  the 
Indians  made  speeches  to  Governor  Ramsey.  They  said  that  they 
had  come  to  sign  the  papers ;  that  one  of  the  papers  (meaning  the 
power  of  attorney)  was  to  break  all  former  papers  made  by  them,  and 
that  they  wanted  him  to  bring  the  money  to  them  ;  and  the  power  of  attor- 
ney having  been  before  fully  explained  to  them,  both  the  papers  were 
signed  by  the  Indians." 

When  the  question  was  propounded  to  the  interpreter,  Philander 
Prescott,  "  What  did  the  Indians  understand  were  the  contents  of  that 

fiower  of  attorney  to  Governor  Ramsey?"  he  answered:  "The 
ndians  were  told  w^hat  the  contents  were  before  he  went  to  Governor 
Ramsey's  office,  by  Major  McLean  ana  Henry  M.  Rice.  They  were 
told  that  it  destroyed  all  former  powers  of  attorney  and  gave  Governor 
Ramsey  power  to  bring  the  money  here  to  them.  The  two  former  powers 
of  attorne}',  which  the  Indians  understood  it  to  destroy,  was  one  to  Mr. 
Henry  H.  Sibley,  and  the  other  to  Mr.  Sweetser ;  and  that  he  acted  as 
interpreter  when  this  explanation  was  made  to  the  Indians." 

Does  not  this  evidence  show  that  the  Indians  understood  by  this 
•*  power"  that  the  money  was  to  be  brought  by  Governor  Ramsey,  and 
paid  into  their  own  hands?  And  that  if  any  different  construction  was 
intended  the  Indians  were  deceived  by  false  explanations,  or,  at  least, 
by  a  misapprehension  of  its  contents  ?  And  although  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  Governor  Ramsey  made  them  such  a  promise  at  this  confer- 
ence, and  it  is  now  insisted  by  him  that  the  power  of  attorney  had 
been  interpreted  and  explained  to  the  Indians  before  they  came  to  his 
office  with  the  papers  on  that  occasion,  as  mentioned  by  the  witnesses, 
still  it  is  evident,  from  what  did  take  place,  that  the  impression  was 
left  on  their  minds  that  the  money  was  to  be  brought  and  paid  into 
their  own  hands. 

Governor  Ramsey  also  insists  that  a  discretion  was  allowed  him,  in 
regard  to  these  payments,  by  the  terms  of  the  letter  of  instruction  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  (Luke  Lea)  of  October  4th,  1862, 
in  which  he  makes  reference  to  tlie  provisions  of  these  treaties  in  the 
following  language,  to  wit :  **  Familiar  as  you  are  icilh  the  provisions  of 
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these  treaiicsy  it  is  unnecessary  topve  you  detailed  vMnrctitms  im  r^mikit 
funds  now  jdaced  in  your  kandsj^^  ^.     This  clause,  it  is  conteiNkiU 
reference,  among  other  things,  to  the  payment   of  this  money litb 
traders,  agreeably  to  the  understanding  between  them  and  the 
sioners  at  the  time  the  treaty  was  made. 

The  Hon.  Luke  Lea  says,  in  his  testimony  in  regard  to  this 
that  "  about  the  time  the  Sioux  money  was  placed  in  Governor  Im- 
sey*s  hands,  to  wit,  in  October,  1852,  a  conversation  took  place  t 
tween  him  and  myself,  the  full  particulars  of  which  I  do  not  diflliDdl; 
remember ;  but  I  recollect  that  allusion  was  made  to  the  arraiigcmBM 
entered  into  between  the  Indians  and  their  traders  at  Traveneds 
Sioux  ;  that  Governor  Ramsey  expressed  himself  as  apprehensifeds 
the  Indians,  in  consequence  of  being  tampered  with,  would  be  £sfmi 
to  repudiate  their  just  engagements,  and  have  the  money  squanM 
or  misapplied  in  such  a  way  as  to  defraud  their  honest  creditoniBil 
debauch  themselves  ;  that  my  n^ply  was,  in  substance,  they  oughol 
to  be  permitted  to  do  so ;  and  that  if  necessary  to  prevent  such  wft 
tice  and  mischief,  they  should  be  required  to  abide  by  the  agreewi 
between  them  and  their  traders,  provided  it  was  fairly  and  undenlai' 
ingly  made. 

"  These  remarks  apply  more  particularly  to  tlie  payment  of  thefe 
see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  fund ;  although  all  the  funds  provided  k 
under  the  fourth  articles  of  both  treaties  were  alike  embraced  intk 
instructions." 

But  cruel  treatment  is  also  charged  in  the  case  of  the  Med-a-walhfai' 
toan  bands,  as  well  as  towards  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toaa  \mk 
of  upper  Sioux  Indians.  The  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  bands  wereentiU 
to  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  under  \hejburth  article  of  A( 
treaty  of  the  5th  of  August,  1851.  Of  this  sum  twenty  thousand  i^ 
lars  had  been  set  apart  by  Governor  Ramsey  for  their  removal  id 
subsistence,  and  it  became  an  object  with  him  to  procure  their  recqfi 
for  the  residue,  or  ninety  thousand  dollars.  Here,  again,  he  had  to* 
counter  difficulty  as  with  the  uirpcr  bands,  as  these  Indians  alsOyiDlb 
first  instance,  refused  to  sign  the  receipt,  and  insisted  on  the  pa^riV 
of  the  money  into  their  own  hands.  And  here  again  it  is  said,!to 
their  "annuities"  were  withheld  from  them,  as  one  of  the  meanfd 
*^  sfarving^^  them  into  the  signing  of  this  receipt. 

Wah-coo-ta,  the  most  aged  chief  among  them  all,  says,  inbiseii* 
dence,  "We  were  forced  to  sign,  for  fear  of  starvation.  We  iw» 
threatened,  and  we  signed  a  paper  at  Mr.  Steele's  house.  Wa-ba-^ 
gave  in  first.  I  staid  tiiere  until  late — near  midnight — and  thcal 
signed  it." 

Tah-o-ah-ta-doo-tah,  or  Little  Crow,  says:  "We  would  not  signlkf 
receipt  at  first.  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta  signed  it  ai  nigk^  bI 
I  then  signed  it  the  next  day.  Wo  signed  the  receipt  for  the  niartf 
thousand  dollars  be/ore  our  'annuities'  were  paid.  We  were  tiia« 
waiting  a  good  many  days  and  nights — a  month,  perhaps,  or  moie-'' 

Mah-zah-ho-tah,  or  Grey  Iron,  says :  "  Wa-ba-stiaw  and  Wab-ooiKi 
signed  it  at  night;  Little  Crow,  and  others,  at  Mr.  Sibley's,  theoftf 
morning;  and  I  then  signed  it  at  Fort  Snellin^." 

8kak-o-pee,  or  Little  Six,  says:  "We  wailed  for  our  money  tftk^ 
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■  Hugency '  (at  Fort  Snelling)  near  two  months.     They  made  us  suffer  a 

?  good  deal."     Upon  being  asked  the  question,  "  Did  you  get  a  plenty  to 

i'CBCf  while  you  were  at  the  *  agency'  waiting  for  your  money?"  he  an- 

1  9W€red:  "We did  not  get  anything  from  either  of  them.     We  suffered 

a  good  deal,  and  our  children  were  like  to  die.     I  went  there  in  the 

(  month  the  Indians  gather  ^wild  ricc^^  and  staid  until  *the  bucks  cast  their 

i  harns,^     I  do  not  know  of  any  provisions  being  issued  to  the  seven  Med- 

^  a-wah-kan-toan  bands,  while  we  were  there,  for  near  two  months." 

J       We-chonk-pee,  or  The  Star,  says :  "  We  remained  at  the  *  agency,* 

i  waiting  for  our  money,  and  suffered  for  two  months,  until  the  snow 

,  fell.     There  were  no  provisions  issued  to  the  Indians  during  these  two 

!  months.     There  were  no  provisions  issued  to  us  at  all.     They  wanted 

OS  to  die  of  hunger."     Upon  being  asked  the  question,  "Were  you 

prevented  from  going  on  your  ^fall  hunts  ^  by  this  delay?"  he  answered: 

•*  There  were  a  great  many  industrious  men  among  us,  who  hunt  furs 

ibr  the  traders,  who  were  prevented  from  going  out  upon  their  *  hunts* 

for  the  want  of  the  money  and  goods,  which  Governor  Ramsey  held  in 

his  arms." 

Mock-pee-we-chas-tah,  or  the  Cloud  Man,  says:  "We  waited  near 
two  months  at  the  *  agency '  for  our  money,  until  our  children  were 
near  starving;  we  staid  until  the  snow  fell.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
provisions  being  issued  to  the  Indians." 

This  is  the  testimony  of  six  of  the  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  chiefs.  It  is 
Indian  testimony,  but  is  it  not  true? 

Nathaniel  McLean  (the  agent)  is  of  opinion  that  the  Indians  did  not 
w^ait  at  the  "agency"  for  more  than  two  or  three  weeks,  before  they 
'were  paid  their  "annuities,"  but  admits  that  he  did  not  recollect  as  to 
dates.  Upon  being  asked  the  direct  question,  "  Were  any  provisions 
issued  to  the  Indians  while  they  wen*  at  the  *  agency '  waiting  for  their 
annuities?"  he  answered:  "I  think  not  much.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I 
issued  any.*^ 

No  provisions  issued  during  that  cold,  inclement  season  of  the  year! 
and  yet  this  large  sum  of  money  belonging  to  them,  and  other  funds 
available  for  that  purpose,  in  the  hands  of  agents,  to  whose  guardian- 
ship and  kind  offices  they  had  been  committed  by  the  government! ! 
How  is  such  a  dereliction  of  duty  and  want  of  humanity  to  be  accounted 
for?  No  wonder  the  Indians  exclaimed:  "TAey  made  us  suffer  a  good 
deal,  and  our  children  were  like  to  die,^^ 

Agent  McLean  further  says,  in  reply  to  the  question  "Did  GSovemor 
Ramsey  say  to  you  not  to  pay  the  *  annuity  money '  until  he  got  ready?" 
**  I  do  not  think  that  he  did,  in  thai  uxiy.  The  Indians  became  impa- 
tient, and  asked  me  to  request  the  governor  to  let  them  have  their  old 
'annuity*  money,  and  to  let  their  new  'annuities'  pass  over,  as  they 
vranted  to  go  off  upon  their  ^  hunts.*  That  they  would  take  their  goods 
and  provisions  under  the  old  treaty  of  1837;  and  as  there  was  trouble 
about  the  new  treaty  money,  they  would  let  the  new  pass.  I  then  came, 
or  staited,  to  St.  Paul,  and  was  informed  that  they  had  agreed  upon 
matters,  and  that  they  would  all  be  ready  in  a  short  time."  Mr. 
McLean  says  that  Governor  Ramsey  did  not  request  him  not  to  pay  the 
**anjwtt/y"  money  until  he  got  ready,  "in  that,  way,**  Then  the  reason- 
able inlerence  is  that  be  did  request  him  in  some  other  way ;  and  that 
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the  nintters  referred  to,  as  having  been  agreed  upon,  wbenheiwt 
down  from  the  *  agency,'  at  Fort  Snelling,  to  St.  PauK  (a  diMuMaih 
miles  onb/y)  was  the  consent  of  the  Indians  to  the  signing  of  therenft 
for  the  ninety  thousand  dollars.  He  further  said  that  Governor  Rumi 
told  the  Indians  ^*  that  he  was  not  bound  to  pay  them  until  theyremovti 
to  their  new  homes;  but  that  he  would  perhaps  do  so,  if  theyvoe 
honest  men,  or  words  to  that  effect.  That  he  could  pay  themj  or  Mffif 
thenij  at  his  discretion — and  referred  them  to  the  treaty." 

It  appears  also  from  the  testimony,  that  there  were  Jive  young  Sua 
warriors  of  the  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  bands  in  confinement  about  lb 
time  at  Fort  Snelling,  for  kilUng  some  of  the  Chippewa  Indians ;thi 
they  were  subject  to  the  orders  of  Governor  Ramsey,  and  that  tkir 
release  from  imprisonment  or  not  was  made  to  depend  upon  theooe- 
pliance  or  non-compliance  of  the  chiefs,  in  the  signing  of  the  reoipt 
for  the  ninety  thousand  dollars. 

Tah-o-ah-ta-doo-lah,  or  Little  Crow,  says,  upon  his  examinitki. 
"  that  there  were  five  of  their  younj?  men  confined  at  Fort  SnellinjFS 
prisoners,  at  that  time,  for  killing  Chippewa  Indians  ;  that  one  oflliBi 
was  his  cousin;  one  the  son  of  We-chonk-pee,  or  the  Star;  aodoK 
the  son  of  *  Bad  Hail,'  who  is  a  first  soldier.  That  Governor  RamKf 
said  that  their  'great  father'  at  Washington  told  him  to  retain  them  it 
the  'guard  house'  until  they  (the  chiefs)  signed  the  *  paper;'  andtt 
retain  their  money,  and  not  to  pay  it  to  them  until  they  signed  it  Thl 
if  it  had  not  been  for  these  things,  they  would  not  have  signed  it 

*  paper'  all  the  winter."  He  was  then  asked,  "when  you  signed  the 
paper,  did  Governor  Ramsey  release  the  prisoners?"  to  ^vhich  be  re- 
plied, **  Yes ;  after  we  signed  the  *  paper'  we  went  over  for  tbeiD«  anJ 
thev  were  let  out." 

Mah-zah-ho-tah,  or  Gray  Iron,  says,  "  that  Governor  Ramsey  ttM 
him  when  they  (the  Indians)  had  paid  their  debts  and  signed  a  ^papffr' 
he  would  turn  the  young  men  out  of  prison.  That  the  paper  he  wisbed 
us  to  sign  was  the  receipt  for  seventy  thousand  dollars.  That  GoveniDr 
Ramsey  also  told  him,  if  he  would  sign  the  receipt  that  he  would  lei 
the  prisoners  out,  and  pay  the  chiefs  the  money  they  were  to  get.  Tta 
thev  did  sign  the  receipt,  and  then  the  prisoners  were  turned  out." 

Shak-o-pee,  or  Little  Six,  says,  "  that  he  had  a  conversatioQ  vii 
Governor  Ramsey  concerning  the  prisoners.  That  Governor  Ranuej 
said,  *  if  you  will  sign  a  **  paper,"  I  will  release  them.'     He  also  stA 

*  that  he  would  pay  us  the  money  and  gtxxls  for  our  lands  ;•  and  tta 
was  his  song  for  two  months." 

We-chonk-pee,  or  the  Star,  when  asked  upon  his  examination  if  mJ 
thing  was  said  about  the  rclciise  of  the  prisoners,  replied,  "  that  G<rf* 
ernor  Ramsey  said,  *if  we  would  sign  the  "paper,"  he  would  releiK 
the  young  men  who  were  in  confinement,  belonging  to  four  of  the  bands'' 
He  had  a  paper  which  he  wanted  us  to  sign,  but  we  did  not  wanltt 
sign  it.  Wn-ba-shaw  said,  *  when  you  give  us  our  money  and  blankcbi 
then  we  will  sign  it.' " 

Mock-pee-we-chas-tah,  or  the  "Cloud  Man,"  when  asked  a  simito 
question,  answered ;  "  Governor  Ramsey  said  what  the  other  Indian 
have  told  you.  He  said,  *if  we  would  sign  the  paper  that  we  wooH 
then  get  our  "  annuities,"  and  the  prisoners  would  be  released.* " 
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Alexis  Bailley  testified  in  regard  to  the  release  of  these  prisoners  as 
fidlows : 

Question.  "Do  you  know  how  Governor  Ramsey  came  to  liberate  the 
Indian  prisoners  who  were  confined  for  murder  at  Fort  Snelling?" 

Anmcer.  **  The  chiefs  in  *open  council'  asked  Governor  Ramsey  to 
liberate  them ;  to  which  Governor  Ramsey  replied  that  he  would,  pro- 
vided they  acted  properly  in  carrying  out  the  treaty." 

Question.  "  Were  these  prisoners  related  to  the  chiefs  of  these  lower 
bands?" 

Answer.  "They  were  related  to  Little  Crows'  and  the  Lake  Cal- 
boun  bands.  They  were  released  by  Governor  Ramsey,  as  I  under- 
stand, about  the  time  of  the  payment — a  little  before,  or  a  little 
after  it." 

He  says,  further,  "  that  the  Indians  were  very  anxious  to  have  them 
released." 

This  releasing  of  the  prisoners  seems  unquestionably  to  have  had 
something  to  do  with  the  signing  of  the  receipt.  But  as  the  charge  is 
sustained  mainly  by  Indian  testimony,  we  think  that  the  evidence,  in 
this  instance,  should  be  taken  with  many  grains  of  allowance ;  although 
wre  feel  confident  that  the  Indians  were  impressed  with  the  belief,  from 
some  quarter  or  other,  that  the  release  of  these  prisoners,  among  other 
things,  was  to  be  the  consequence  of  their  signing  the  receipt. 

Governor  Ramsey  is  next  charged  with  having  paid  over  the  greater 
part  of  the  money,  appropriated  under  the  fourth  articles  of  the  treaties 
of  July  23  and  August  5,  1851,  to  one  Hugh  Tyler,  for  payment  or 
distribution  to  the  "traders"  and  "  half-breeds,"  contrary  to  the  wishes 
and  remonstrances  of  the  Indians ;  in  violation  of  law  and  the  stipula- 
tions contained  in  said  treaties  ;  and  also  in  violation  of  his  own  solemn 
pledges,  previously  made  to  them,  in  regard  to  said  payments. 

Of  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  (S275,000) 
stipulated  to  be  paid  under  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  "  Traverse  des  Sioux,"  of  July  23,  1851,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  (S250,000)  was  delivered  over  to 
Hugh  Tyler  by  Governor  Ramsey,  for  distribution  among  the  "  traders'* 
and  "  half-breeds,"  according  to  the  arrangement  made  by  the  schedule^ 
to  the  "  Traders^  PaperJ*^  This  payment  or  delivery  of  the  money  to  the 
said  Tyler  was  made  on  two  powers  of  attorney,  executed  to  him  by 
the  "  traders"  and  "  half-breeds," — ^the  first  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  on 
December  1, 1852,  and  the  second  at  Mendota,  on  December  11, 1852 — 
both  of  which  were  predicated  upon  the  authority  of  the  "Traders' 
Paper,"  dated  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  July  23,  1851. 

For  this  large  sum  of  money,  Hugh  Tyler  executed  two  receipts  to 
Governor  Ramsey,  as  the  attorney  for  the  "traders"  and  " hali-breeds ;" 
Lhe  one  for  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  ($210,000)  on  account 
»f  the  "traders,"  and  the  other  for  forty  thousand  dollars  ($40,000)  on 
account  of  the  "  half-breeds ;"  the  first  dated  at  St.  Paul,  December  8, 
L852,  and  the  second  at  Mendota,  December  11,  1852. 

And  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars,  ($110,000,) 
Hipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  bands,  under  the yoier/A 
irtrcle  of  the  "treaty"  of  Angust  5,  1851,  the  sum  of  seventy  thousand* 
lollars  ($70,000)  was  in  like  manner  paid  oyer  to  the  said  Tyler,  on  s^ 
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power  of  attorney  executed  to  him  by  the  traders  and  claimants 
the  said  latter  treaty,  on  December  11,  1852.     The  receipt  of  tkail 
Tyler  lo  Governor  Ramsey  for  this  money,  (S7U,000,)  is  datedtfc 
Paul,  December  13,  1852.  , 

Making  together  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  tiventy  thousanitt 
lars,  ($320,000.)     This  has  been  shown  to  have  been  contrary  to  Ai 
v^ishes  and  remonstrances  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Indians,  in  the  fat 
instance,  many  of  whom  still  continue  dissatisfied  with  the 
ments  as  they  were  made. 

It  is  also  belicv(;d  to  be  in  violation  of  the  treaty  stipulations,  aiid     j 
as  of  the  law  making  the  appropriations  under  them. 

The  treaty  stipulations  required  the  money  to  be  paid  for  the  semi 
purposes  specified:  "^o  the  chiefs  in  such  manner  as  tJiey  htreafio^k 
*  ojitn  council,^  shaJl  request ;  and  as  soon  after  the  removal  of  aaid  bim 
to  the  Iwmcs  set  apart  for  them,  as  tlie  necessary  appropriation  there/kid 
be  made  by  Congress.^* 

The  two  clauses  referred  to  are  similar  in  this  respect*  and  U 
alike  contemplate  the  holding  of  these  *^  councils''  after  the  tmlb 
should  be  ratified.  They  also  imply  the  right  of  the  Indians  *'lo  sdle 
their  afiairs,  and  to  comply  with  their  present  just  engagements^  ii 
their  own  way  as  they  might  request ;  and,  also,  to  exercise  some  est* 
trol  over  the  amounts  to  be  set  apart  for  their  removal  and  stibnUenet* 

But  in  these  matters  it  seems  that  they  have  not  been  consulted  atd 
in  ^'open  council'*  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaties  as  was  inteodnl; 
but«  on  the  contrary,  arbitrary'  divisions  and  distributions  have  bn 
made  of  the  entire  funds,  and  iheir  right  denied  to  direct  the  maonaa 
which  they  should  be  appropriated. 

The  appropriations  for  the  fulfillment  of  these  treaty  stipulations  il 
be  found  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  August  30,  1852. 

The  third  section  of  that  act  provides  that  the  appropriations  hcfrii 
made  "shall  in  every  case  be  paid  directly  to  the  Indians  themselves 
to  whom  it  shall  be  due,  or  to  the  tribe,  or  part  of  the  tribe,  jmt  c^ii; 
unless  the  imperious  interest  of  the  Indians,  or  some  treaty  stipolatiaii 
shall  require  the  payment  to  be  made  otherwise  under  the  directioD  i 
the  President." 

This  act  directs  the  money  to  be  paid  directly  to  the  Indians,  unto 
there  be  some  treaty  stipulation,  &c.  But  here,  it  is  said,  there » 
treaty  stipulations.  Then  the  direction  of  the  President  should  ta« 
been  first  sought  and  obtained,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  idp 
before  any  disposition  could  have  been  legally  made  of  the  mon^lif 
any  payment  to  the  traders. 

We  do  not  suppose  that  it  would  have  been  just  towards  the  trades 
to  have  paid  this  money  per  capita  to  the  Indians,  or  tliat  such  a  di^ 
sition  of  it  was  intended  by  the  act  in  cases  like  the  present ;  andhenoe 
the  exception  in  favor  of  treaty  stipulations.  But  we  do  insist  that  lb 
speciid  action  of  the  President  was  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  xxetj 
stipulations  in  such  cases,  and  that  the  money  could  not  be  legally  it 
verted  from  the  Indians  otherwise  than  by  his  special  directions. 

But  it  is  also  said  by  his  accusers  that  he  paid  this  money  to  ik 
traders  in  violavion  of  his  owa  solemn  pledges,  previously  made  to  tk> 
IndianSy  in  regard  to  aa\d  pa^m^iv\&. 
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I  Nathaniel  McLean,  at  that  time  the  agent  for  the  Sioux  Indians,  says 
db  fcis  report  of  December  13,  1851,  to  the  Hon.  Luke  Lea,  Commis- 
<|i(Nierot  Indian  Affairs,  which  is  affirmed  by  his  evidence  in  relation  to 
ibis  matter ;  that  a  large  deputation  from  the  Soe-see-toan  and  Wah- 
fjB-toan  bnnds,  who  were  parties  to  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  of 
jToly  23,  1851,  numbering  twenty-one  names,  had  come  down  to  see 
^im  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their  dissatisfaction  in  relation  to  the 
|NBper  which  had  been  signed  at  the  time  of  making  the  treaty  (the 
"  Traders*  Paper")  for  the  payment  of  their  money  to  the  traders ; 
that  they  expressed  a  desire  to  see  the  superintendent,  (Governor  Ram- 
sey,) and  to  talk  with  him  upon  the  subject,  and  particularly  as  he  was 
one  of  the  commissioners  who  had  signed  the  treaty  in  benalf  of  the 
United  States  ;  that  some  of  these  Indians  had  travelled  from  "  Lake 
Traverse,"  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  others  from  "Lac 

JQi  Parle,"  a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles,  and  appeared  to  be  very 
etermined  in  their  opposition  to  the  "  paper"  they  were  induced  to  sign, 
transferring  their  money  to  the  traders ;  that  upon  being  questioned 
hy  him  a/j^ain  and  again,  they  collectively  and  individually  affirmed  that 
it  was  not  explained  to  them  at  the  lime  their  signatures  were  obtained, 
nor  at  any  other  time ;  and  said  that  they  were  instructed  to  make  this 
declaration  in  behalf  of  their  people  at  home  as  well  as  for  themselves  ; 
that  all  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands,  who  were  alone  inter- 
ested in  the  treaty  of  "  Traverse  des  Sioux,"  wished  the  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  ($275,000,)  mentioned  in  the  treaty 
stipulation,  to  be  paid  directly  to  themselves,  to  be  disbursed  by  them, 
after  the  money  should  be  received,  in  such  manner  as  tliey  might  think 
just  and  proper ;  that  on  the  8th  of  December,  1851,  a  "council"  was 
neld  with  them  in  the  governor's  room  at  St.  JPaul,  when  the  Indians, 
in  "open  council,"  stated  to  his  excellency,  in  his  presence,  (agent 
McLean's,)  the  substance  of  what  ho  has  related  in  respect  to  the  treaty, 
and  the  "paper,"  said  to  be  an  agreement  with  their  traders  lo  pay 
their  debts ;  that  they  had  been  deceived  in  signing  that  "  paper,"  as 
it  had  not  been  explained  to  them,  protested  against  its  being  carried 
out,  and  wished  us  to  send  their  requests  to  their  "  great  father"  at 
Washington,  that  their  father  would  send  them  the  money,  according 
to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  in  order  that  they  might  settle  their  ac- 
ccNints  according  to  justice,  and  provide  for  their  removal  and  subsist- 
ence* 

The  governor  then  read  and  explained  to  them  the  articles  of  the 
treaty — ^that  part  particularly  which  related  to  the  payment  of  the  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  ($275,000,)  to  enable  them 
to  settle  their  accounts,  the  expenses  of  transportation  to  their  new 
homes,  and  subsistence  ibr  the  first  year  after  their  removaL 

He  said  to  them  that  the  language  was  specific  ;  that  the  money  was 
to  paid  to  the  chiefs  and  braves  of  the  tribe  in  such  manner  as  they  in 
••  open  council"  sliould  determine,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  setde  up 
their  business,  subsist  themselves  for  one  year,  and  their  expenses  for 
removal ;  that  the  government  would  thus  carry  out  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty,  without  reference  to  any  agreement  or  contract  with  traders 
or  others  which  they  have  made,  or  may  make  ;  that  the  nxoue^  vcomXAl 
he  paid  to  the  Meis  and  braves^  and  that  it  was  for  them  Vo  d^^^>&^  oS. 
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it  afterwards  as  they  might  think  proper  ;   that  the  **  paper"  toiikb 
they  nlluded,  (the  '^Traders'  Paper,")  was  no  part  of  the  treaty; dm 
the  commissioners  (Luke  Lea  and  Alexander  Ramsey)  had  nopotcr, 
and  assumed  none,  in   relation  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  to  4« 
traders ;  thai  that  was  a  matter  entirely  between  themselves,  ow 
which  the  commissioners  would  exercise  no  control ;  that  their  agent 
would  make  known  their  wishes  to  their  "  great  father'*  at  Wasfo- 
ton,  (the  President,)  through  the  regular  officers,  whom  the  gnvennMt 
have  appointed  to  attend  to  their  business  ;  that  the  **  council"  then  ter- 
minated, and  the  Indians  dispersed  apparently  satisfied;  that  the  a- 
planations  and  advice,  as  given  to  them  by  the  superintendent,  (G«- 
ernor  Ramsey,)  was  satisfactory  to  the  Indians,  and  in  accordancevidi 
his  own  views  as  also  expressed  to  them. 

Such  is  the  evidence  ol  Nathaniel  McLean,  and  such  were  the  eipb- 
nations  and  promises  made  by  Governor  Ramsey  to  these  Indians,  sol- 
emnly and  in  "open  council."  Some  of  them.  Agent  McLean  sajsia 
his  report,  had  come  260  miles,  and  others  200  miles  to  this  coaudl 
and  returned  to  their  far-distant  homes  in  the  wilderness  satisfied  liik 
the  assurances  of  their  superintendent  (Governor  Ramsey)  and  tto 
agent,  (Nathaniel  McLean,)  that  their  wishes  w^ould  be  properly  reprf" 
sented  to  their  "  great  father"  at  Washington,  and  the  money  wooU 
be  paid  to  their  chiefs  and  braves  in  the  first  instance,  and  nottolk 
traders. 

This  report  of  Agent  McLean  was  oficialhj  communicated  to  their 
dian  Department  at  Washington,  by  Governor  Ramsey   himself,  Ibi 
letter  dated  at  St.  Patil,  January  21,  1852,  and  is  now  on  tbefiksai    ' 
that  department. 

These  views,  as cxpi  ssed  by  Governor  Ramsey  and  Agent  McLm 
of  the  proper  constructic  .i  to  be  given  to  these  treaty  stipulations,  an 
in  accordance  with  the  views  entertained  by  us,  and  upon  which  ve 
have  predicated  this  report  in  that  respect. 

And  yet  this  large  sum  of  money  ($250,000)  was  paid  over  to  Hop 
Tyler,  on  a  power  of  attorney  depending  alone  for  its  authority  upa 
this  "  Traders'  Paper,"  notwithstanding  these  explanations  and  pro* 
mises. 

Is  it  matter  of  wonder  then,  that  after  this  deputation  of  Indians  W 
returned  to  their  homes,  and  repeated  the  promises  of  their  supeiinSCD- 
dent  and  agent  to  their  nation  ni  the  "yJiZ/"  of  1851,  and  findingoDe 
year  afterwards  (in  the  fall  of  ]  852)  that  the  money  after  all  was  abort 
to  be  distributed  among  the  traders,  as  provided  ibr  by  the  »chMit^ 
the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  regardless  of  their  wishes,  that  Red  Iron  wi 
his  warriors,  indignant  and  disappointed,  should  have  established  tb  ' 
**  soldier's  lodge  ?" 

We  are  clearly  of  opinion,  under  all  the  circumstances  presented  l9 
the  evidence,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Govenior  Ramsey,  after  be  W 
received  this  money  under  the  appropriation  made  b}' Congress,  tobi* 
summoned  the  chiefs  of  the  bands  together,  at  some  convenient  plift 
to  have  ascertained  from  them,  in  "open  council,"  their  wishes  in  l^ 
gard  to  its  disposition,  and  then  to  have  paid  it  in  such  manner  astkj 
may  have  requested  him,  independent  of  their  engagements,  at  thetiitf 
of  the  making  of  the  treaty,  outside  of  its  written  stipulations. 
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The  President  in  the  meantime  might  have  been  consulted,  and  his 
special  direction  invoked  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  making  the 
appropriation,  and  the  whole  matter  carried  according  to  the  treaty 
stipulations,  which  provide  that  this  money  ^^shall  he  paid  to  the  chitfs 
in  such  manner  as  they  hereafter  in  *  open  councir  shall  request.*^ 

5.  He  is  next  charged  with  having  directed  or  permitted  the  greater 
part  of*  this  money  to  be  paid  directly  to  the  traders  and  employees  who 
were,  or  had  been,  connected  with  the  *'  American  Fur  Company?"  and 
the  fur  company  of  Pierre  Choteau,  jr.,  and  Company,  by  the  said 
Hugh  Tyler,  who  had  been  emplp3'ed  by  them  for  that  purpose,  con- 
trary to  the  repeated  remonstrances  of  the  Indians  by  their  chiefs,  in 
violation  of  law  and  the  said  treaty  stipulations  ;  and  that  the  said  Tyler 
was  allowed  to  deduct  from  the  said  payments  (b<ith  from  the  "  traders" 
and  '*  half-breeds")  a  very  large  per  centage  on  the  amounts  paid  to 
them,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  just  nghts  of  the  Indians,  and  to  the  mani- 
fest injustice  of  such  of  the  "  traders"  and  "half-breeds"  as  had  not 
consented  or  agreed  to  that  arrangement. 

It  is  true  that  the  greater  part  of  this  money  was  paid  diicctly  to  the 
traders  and  employees  who  were  connected  with  the  fur  company  of 
Pierre  Choteau  and  Company,  or  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  **  Amer- 
ican Fur  Company,"  by  Hugh  Tyler,  and  with  his  (Governor  Ram- 
sey's) agent ;  and  that  the  large  amount  paid  to  Henry  H.  Sibley  in  the 
first  instance,  and  afterwards  received  by  him  from  other  claimants, 
and  from  the  half-breeds,  was  paid  to  and  received  by  him,  for  the 
most  part,  as  the  agent  of  these  two  companies.  As  these  amounts,  when 
aggregated,  amount  to  a  large  sum  of  money,  it  is  but  just  to  Mr.  Sib- 
ley to  state  that  the  very  large  amount  of  capital  formerly  invested  in 
this  trade  by  the  "  American  Fur  Company,"  and  subsequently  by 
their  successors,  Pierre  Choteau  and  Company,  was  in  a  corresponding 
ratio  to  these  amounts. 

The  e\ddence  of  Joseph  A.  Sire,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  as  taken  by 
by  the  Senate's  committee,  shows  that  he  has  been  connected  with 
Mr.  Sibley  in  the  business  of  trading  since  the  year  1839.  He  states 
"  that  the  house  of  Pierre  Choteau  and  Company,  of  which  he  is  a  part- 
ner, has  been  supplying  Mr.  Sibley  with  goods  since  that  time  ;  that 
the  goods  supplied  lor  the  trade  have  alwa3^s  been  of  the  best  kind  of 
English  goods — such  as  blankets,  cloths,  &c.,  and,  also,  a  large  quan- 
tity of  provisions  suitable  for  the  Indians  ;  that  since  the  year  1842  the 
accounts  of  the  business,  as  rendered  to  the  company  by  Mr.  Sibley, 
have  showed  a  loss  of  about  ten  thousand  dollars  per  year,  and  in  some 
instances  as  much  as  thirty  thousand  dollars  ;  that  notwithstanding 
these  deficiences  on  the  immense  quantity  of  goods  sold  to  the  Indians 
on  credit^  who  were  unable  to  pay  for  them,  and  who  could  not  have 
subsisted  without  them,  the  house  of  Pierre  Choteau  and  Company, 
under  the  advice  and  influence  of  Mr.  Sibley,  still  continue  to  furnish 
supplies  to  these  Indians  on  credit,  not  only  because  they  expected  to 
be  paid  when  a  treaty  should  be  made,  but  also  through  a  sense  of  hu- 
manity ;  that  although  Mr.  Sibley  seems  to  have  received  a  large  sum 
of  money,  that  he  knows,  and  can  prove  at  any  time,  that  his  business 
with  the  Sioux  Indians  still  shows  a  large  deficiency. 
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We  have  said  before  in  this  reix^rt,  that  the  payments,  as  maJe,  vere 
not,  in  our  judgment,  in  accordance  either  with  the  law  or  the  treaty 
stipulations.  It  apjxjars,  nevertheless,  that  the  "  traders''  had  aa 
understanding  with  the  commissioners,  (Luke  Lea  and  Governor  Ram- 
sey,) at  the  time  of  making  the  trealj%  that  they  were  to  have  this  mooey 
as  it  was  subsequently  paid  to  them. 

Tlie  amount  p;iid  out  by  Hugh  Tyler  was  three  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  ($320,000,)  embracing  the  See-see-loan  and  Wat 
pa-toan  fund  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doUtirs,  (92.50,000.) 
upon  which  he  charged  and  received  a  discount  or  deduction  of  ^m 

Er  cent. ;  and  the  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  fund  of  seventy  thousand  dot 
•s,  (70,000,)  upon  which  he  charged  and  received  a  discount  or  de- 
duction of  /wv/fc  and  a  half  per  cent. 

The  Wah-pa-koo-ta  fund  of  ninety  thousand  dollars  (990,000)  was 

paid  out  by  Mr.  Sibley,  and  ten  per  cent,  deducted,  which  w^as  afiei- 

wards  Jilso  paid  over  to  Mr.  Tyler. 

The  amount  of  per  centage  received  by  Hugh  Tyler  may  tberefcre 

be  stated  as  ibllows : 

Discount  on  the  amount  paid  to  the  "  traders'^  of  the  See-see-toan  and 
Wah-pa-toan  fund,  S210,000,  at  15  per  cent gSl,500 

Discount  on  the  amount  paid  to  the  "  hcdf-brceds^^  of  the  Secj- 

see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  fund,  840,000,  at  16  per  cent.       6,000 

Discount  on  the  amount  paid  to  the  **  traders*'*  and  "  half- 
breeds'^  of  the  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  fund,  870,000,  at  12J 
per  cent 8,75() 

Amount  of  per  centage  received  from  Henry  H.  Sibley,  on 
account  of  deduction  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  disbursement 
of  the  Wa-pa-koo-ta  fund  of  890,000 9,000 

Making  the  aggregate  amount  of. $55,250 

Many  of  the  traders  and  claimants,  it  seems,  assented  to  this 
arrangement,  while  others  complained  of  it  as  an  unauthorized  and 
unjust  exaction  ;  but  all,  it  appears,  were  compelled  to  submit  to  it  io 
the  end. 

Alexis  Bailley,  when  asked  the  question,  "  Did  you  ever  know  of 
any  person  out  of  all  upon  the  traders*  list,  or  schedule,  who  received 
their  money  unless  they  submitted  to  this  fifteen  per  cent*  discount  by 
Hugh  Tyler t"  answered,  "  I  do  not  know  of  any  ;"  and  to  the  quci- 
tion,  "  Were  not  the  claimants  told  or  given  to  understand  that  unktt 
they  submitted  to  the  discount  oi  fifteen  per  cent.,  that  the  money  wunU 
be  paid  directly  to  the  Indians?"  he  replied,  "  I  did  not  hear  Governor 
Ramsey  or  Hugh  Tyler  say  so ;  but  it  was  said  in  the  presence  of 
Hugh  Tyler."  He  also  remarked  that  he  had  not  made  any  agreement 
with  Hugh  Tyler,  to  pay  him  this  fifteen  per  cent,  before  he  demanded 
his  money,  and  that  he  considered  it  an  abominable  char^.  He  sud 
that  the  power  of  attorney  to  Hugh  Tyler  was  generally  signed  at  Mr- 
Sibley's  oflSce,  in  Mendota,  about  the  latter  part  of  Noven3x?r,  or  btt 
part  of  December,  1852,  after  the  Indians  had  been  assembled  at  Trfr 
verse  des  Sioux  and  paid  their  ^'  annuities"  in  part.  That  he  did  not 
see  all  sign  it,  but  that  it  is  his  impression  that  they  generally  signed 
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it  at  Mr.  Sibley's  office  in  Mendota.    That  at  this  time  Governor  Ram- 
sey had  returned  from  Washington  with  the  Sioux  monev. 

Upon  being  asked  in  relation  to  the  per  centage  on  the  Wah-pa- 
koo-ta  iund  of  ten  per  cent.,  which  had  been  deducted  by  Mr.  Sibley 
and  paid  to  Mr.  Tyler,  Mr.  Bailley  replied  :  "  I  cannot  tell  why  it  was 
necessary  for  the  traders  to  pay  ten  per  cent,  to  Hugh  Tyler  to  get 
their  money  from  these  Indians.  I  know  I  had  to  pay  ni?ic  hundred 
dollars  to  get  nine  thousand  that  was  due  to  me.  No  part  of  this  money 
vras  used,  or  necessary  to  be  used,  to  induce  or  influence  the  Wah-pa- 
koo-ta  chiefs  to  do  anything.  They  were  always  willing  to  pay,  and 
never  gave  trouble  to  anybody." 

Mr.  Sibley  explains  that  this  Wah-pa-koo-ta  payment  was  taken  into 
the  general  arrangement  with  Hugh  Tyler;  that  the  agreement 
extended  to  all  the  funds  spoken  of  under  both  the  treaties ;  although 
a  larger  per  centage  was  to  be  pjiid  upon  some  of  the  funds  than  upon 
others.  As  to  what  became  of  this  per  centage  of  855,250,  after  it 
went  into  the  hands  of  Hugh  Tyler,  we  could  not  ascertain  from  the 
witnesses.  Some  expressed  their  ignorance  ;  while  others  refused  to 
answer ;  and  one  gentleman  declined  to  answer,  as  he  said,  under  the 
advice  of  counsel.  Whether  the  services  performed  were  commensurate 
with  the  per  centage  charged,  we  are  unable  to  say,  as  the  nature  of 
these  services  was  not  explained  by  the  witnesses.  But  w^hether  too 
much  or  too  little,  or  whatever  disposition  may  have  been  made  of  it 
by  Mr.  Tyler,  it  is  due  to  Governor  Ramsey  to  say,  that  the  evidence 
does  not  show  that  he  received  any  part  of  it,  and  Hugh  Tyler  says, 
in  his  evidence  before  the  Senate's  committee,  that  he  did  not  receive 
any  part  of  it. 

6.  It  is  also  charged  that  he  failed  to  reserve  a  sufficiency  of  the  money 
for  the  removal  and  subsistence  ol'  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan 
bands  of  Sioux  Indians  for  the  first  year  after  their  removal,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  of  July  23, 1851. 

The  amount  reserved  for  these  purposes,  from  the  fund  of  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  ($275,000,)  was  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars ;  of  this  sum,  eighteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-one  dollars  had  already  been  expended  by  Governor  Ramsey 
when  succeeded  in  office  by  Governor  Gorman,  leaving  only  six  thou- 
sand and  sixty-eight  dollars  for  their  subsistence  in  the  future,  on  the 
6th  of  May,  1853.  Whether  all  the  bands  intended  to  be  provided  for 
shared  in  this  expenditure  and  distribution  as  made,  or  what  portion  of 
them,  and  to  what  extent,  is  not  shown  by  the  testimony.  It  is  known, 
however,  that  these  bands  are  very  much  scattered,  and  that  some  of 
them  resided  at  ^^Lac  qui  Parle^^  and  ^^  Lake  Traverse^^^  distant  from 
St.  Paul  more  than  two  hundred  miles.  There  are  said  to  be  eleven 
chiefs  now  upon  the  "  roll "  at  the  **  Redwood  "  agency,  on  the  Minne- 
sota river,  and  the  presumption  is  that  each  chief  has  a  band,  making 
eleven  bands  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toans  interested  in  this 
reserved  fund  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  It  is  difficult  to  say 
what  precise  sum  should  have  been  retained  for  these  purposes,  wita 
so  little  data  upon  which  to  make  an  estimate.  But  it  would  appear, 
fix)m  the  manner  in  which  this  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  was  reduced 
to  so  small  a  sum  in  so  short  a  time,  with  so  little  apparent  berve.^\.  tn 
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-all  the  bands  concerned,  thai  it  \va.s  very  far  short  of  what  would  have 
been  recjuired  for  any  practical  and  beneficial  use  in  the  way  of  re- 
moval and  subsi.stence,  if  indeed  any  practical  aid  was  intended  by  the 
treaty. 

By  removal  is  intended  the  necessary  means  of  comfortable  ctrnvey- 
ance  tor  tli(*  journ(»v  to  be  travelled,  as  for  instance :  wagons,  ami 
horses  or  oxen,  and  tents  or  coverings  for  their  lodges  by  laDd,or 
canoes  and  the  proper  outfits,  if  by  water,  with  the  provisions  neccssaiy 
for  such  journeys  or  voyages,  in  cither  case,  provided  at  convenieot 
depots  along  the  routes  leading  to  the  different  places  of  destinatioo. 
Subsistence  for  a  i/car  also  means  something  mon*  than  u  little  prmiaaa 
issued,  or  sent  to  thcni  now  and  then,  at  long  intervals  of  time,  iKithoat 
knowing  whether  it  is  received  or  not,  and  whetlier  the  distributJn 
among  the  different  bands  is  fair  and  equal,  according  to  their  relalive 
numbers,  wants,  and  condition. 

It  implies  regular  supplies  of  provisions  to  all  the   bands  during  ibt 

!,ear  of  subsistence,  suilable  coverings  for  their  *'  tec-pees"  or  lodges 
Buffalo  robes  and  blankets,  and  proper  materials  ibr  clothing;  and  then 
jdl  these  things  should  be  supplied  at  the  proper  times  and  at  the  proper 
places  where  they  are  wanting,  and  honest,  industrious  men  employed 
for  the  purpose  ;  and  mon(?y  enough  to  have  paid  ibr  these  suppties. 
and  the  expenses  of  transport atirai  and  deliv(»ry,  should  have  been  re- 
served from  this  large  Ibnd  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousaod 
dollars,  without  stint  and   without   grudging,  towards   these   IndiaDN 

They  live  in  a  country  and  climate  cold  and  desolate  in  the  winter: 
far  removed,  in  some  instances,  from  the  white  settlements ;  and,  if 
overtaken  by  the  snows,  without  tlu*  nt»c(»ssary  supplies  at  that  incle- 
ment season  of  the  year,  no  one  unacquainted  with  their  conditiw 
can  tell  the  extent  of  their  sufferings  and  distress. 

Whether  these  things  were  done  or  not,  to  any  beneficial  exUiU. 
with  the  sum  reserved,  the  evidence*  does  not  show. 

7.  Governor  Rams(^y  is  charged,  in  the  last  place,  with  having  pn>- 
cured  ^^rccdjHs^^  from  the  Indians  for  the  money  paid  to  the  "trader^" 
and  *'  half  breeds,"  to  be  used  as  vouchers  in  the  settlements  of  his  ai*- 
counts  at  the  Treasury  Department,  by  the  removiJ  of  some  of  tht 
recognized  ihiils,  and  the  appointment  and  substitution  of  others  no? 
recognized  by  the  Indians ;  and  by  procuring  the  signatures  of  un- 
authorized persons,  who  were  not  chiefs,  hi  some  instances,  and  of  ibc 
recognized  chiels,  by  iraudulent  and  improjKT  means,  in  others^. 

The  receipts  here  alluded  to  are,  xhv  one  from  the  See-see-toaiis  and 
Wah-pa-toans,  for  two  hundred  and  fil'ty  thousand  dollars,  ($250,0(XX) 
dated  the  29th  November,  1852 ;  jmd  the  other  from  the  Med-a-wab- 
kan-toan  chiefs,  dated  at  Mendota,  the  9th  of  November,  1832,  fa 
ninety  thousand  dollars,  (SJ)O,00().) 

These  receipts,  to  be  valid  against  the  Indians,  should  have  beeutbi 
result  of  agrcHMuents  with  the  recognized  chiefe  of  the  appropriate' 
bands,  or,  at  least,  of  a  majority  of  them,  in  **  open  council,  acoord- 
ins  to  th(*  terms  of  the  treaties,  and  in  conformitv  with  their  own  «^ 
quests  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  this  money. 

This  question  of  "chieftainship,"  we  find,  is  one  of  no  litUc  prt^ 
plexity,  and  concerning  which  a  great  contrariety  of  opinion  wirf  J* 
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found  in  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses.  It  is  for  the  Indians  them- 
selves, we  suppose,  to  determine  who  shall  and  who  shall  not  be  their 
chiefs.  Although  instances  are  to  be  met  with,  where  they  are  indebted 
for  their  appointments  to  the  "agents'*  of  the  government. 

We  also  find,  that  those  who  have  resided  long  among  the  Indians, 
and  who  ought,  from  their  opportunities,  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
their  character  and  customs,  cliflfer  in  opinion  in  this  matter  as  much  as 
others. 

The  first  receipt  has  to  it  the  names  of  itvo  out  of  seven  of  the  old 
chiefs  only,  to  wit:  E-tJih-wah-kc-an,  or  the  "Limping  Devil,"  and 
Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  the  "Little  Rapids  Chief."  The  names  of  the 
young  chiefs  who  have  signed  it,  are  Wah-na-ta,  No-hope-ton,  Otahr 
e-ton,  and  Young  Sleepy  Eyes, — makuig  six  in  all.  These  young 
chiefs,  it  appears,  have  been  appointed  in  some  way  very  recently,  as 
ihey  were  not  recognised  as  such  at  the  treaty  of  1851.  But  they  are 
now  on  the  agents'  "roll"  of  chiefs,  at  the  "Red  Wood"  agency,  and 
recognised  as  such  in  the  payments  of  "  annuities." 

We  have  already  stated  the  manner  in  which  this  receipt  was  ob- 
tained from  the  Indians,  and  will  now  only  refer  to  the  evidence  on  that 
subject,  (which  is  too  voluminous  to  be  embodied  in  this  report,)  for  a 
more  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  matter ;  if  a  further  examination 
should  be  considered  necessar\''  in  regard  to  it. 

The  other  receipt  has  to  it  the  names  of  the  sercn  Med-a-wah-kan-ton 
chiefs,  and  is  not,  like  the  other,  deficient  in  the  signatures  of  the  old 
well-recognised  chiefs  of  the  bands.  It  is  also  proper  in  form,  and  fair 
enough  upon  its  face  in  all  respects.  In  addition  to  some  of  the  means 
which,  it  is  alleged,  were  resorted  to  tor  the  purpose  of  inducing  the 
Indians  to  sign  this  receipt,  it  is  also  said  that  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
of  the  ninety  thousand  mentioned  in  the  receipt,  were  given  to  the  chiefs 
to  sign  it. 

There  were  seven  bags  of  gold,  each  containing  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars,  and  fourteen  and  two-sevenths  cents, 
(32,857  14f^,)  and  a  bag  given  by  Governor  Ramsey  to  each  one  of  the 
seven  Mcd-a-wah-kan-toan  chiefs.  The  chiefs  who  received  this  money 
■were — 1,  Wa-ba-shaw  ;  2,  Wah-coo-ta ;  3,  Shak-o-pee,  or  Little  Six ; 
4,  Tah-chan-koo-wash-ta,  or  Good  Road ;  5,  Mah-zah-ho-tah,  or  Grey 
Iron;  6,  Tah-o-ah-ta-doo-ta,  or  Little  Crow;  and  7,  Mock-pee- we- 
chas-tah,  or  the  Cloud  Man. 

A  joint  receipt  wjis  signed  by  these  chiefs  ibr  these  seve7i  bags  of 
money,  amounting  together  to  twenty  thousand  dollars,  dated  St.  Peter's 
agency,  November  11,  1852.  This  sum  is  also  included  in  the  receipt 
tor  the  ninety  thousand  dollars,  which  was  dated  at  Mendota,  Novem- 
ber 9, 1852. 

Alexis  Bailley  testifies,  in  relation  to  the  object  of  giving  this  twenty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  chiefs,  as  follows : 

Question.  How  much  did  the  Med-a-wah-kan-loan  bands  receive  of 
the  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  (110,000)  due  to  them  under 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  August  5,  1851? 

Answer.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  was  set  apart  for  their  removal, 
and  subsistence  the  first  year ;  twenty  thousana  dollars,  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  some  influential  men,  was  set  apart  to  be  given  to  the  cVv\e^*&>  \5^ 
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be  distributed  by  than  to  tlicir  "  halt-breeds,"  as  they  might  think 
proper ;  and  seventy  thousand  dollars  was  left,  to  be  paid  to  the 
traders. 

Question.  What  was  that  twenty  thousand  dollars  given  to  the  chiefe 
ibrif     If  j'ou  know  what  motive  w^as  in  it,  we  want  to  know  it. 

Answer.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  them  to  sign  the  receipt 
to  Governor  Ramsey,  for  the  ninety  thousand  dollars.  Governor  Ram- 
sey got  the  receipt. 

In  regard  to  the  payment  of  this  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  dx 
seven  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  chiefs,  it  is  due  to  justice  that  some  nolke 
should  be  taken  of  the  payments  to  two  of  them — Wa-ba-shaw  and 
Wah-coo-ta. 

Wa-ba-shaw  is  an  Indian  of  decided  character ;  is  generally  recog- 
nised as  the  "  head  chief"  of  the  seven  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  bands; 
and,  on  great  occasions  in  "council,"  is  the  chief  speaker  for  his  natkn. 
Wah-co<>ta  is  the  oldest  chief  among  them ;  is  of  sedate  countenaDce, 
now  in  feeble  healtli,  and  well  respected  by  his  people.  They  were  ai 
the  house  of  Mrs.  Finley,  (a  halt-breed,)  near  to  Fort  Snelling,  and 
some  distance  from  their  homes.  Thej'  had  come  there  with  ihdr 
bands  lor  the  purpose  of  attending  the  **  paj^ments,"  and  it  was  in  the 
month  of  November,  1852.  Tiiey  were  sitting  near  a  table,  vrhea 
Governor  Ramsey  came  in  with  the  two  bags  of  money  in  his  bands,  and 
put  them  down  upon  the  table  in  iront  of  them,  and  said :  "  Here  is 
your  mone3^"  Mr.  Franklin  Steele,  who  resides  as  a  trader  at  Fwl 
Snelling,  and  Jack  Frazer,  a  Sioux  hall-breed,  and  nephew  to  Wah- 
coo-ta,  are  represented  as  having  been  on  opposite  sides  of  the  table. 
After  the  money  w^as  placed  upon  the  table  by  Governor  Ramsey, 
Jack  Frazer  took  possession  of  it,  and  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Steele,  who 
carried  it  away. 

Wa-ba-shaw  says  in  his  testimony  that,  "  Governor  Ramsey  gave 
him  the  money,  l>ut  that  Jack  Frazer  and  Mr.  Steele  took  it  and  car- 
ried it  away;  that  Jack  Frazer  told  him  that  the  bag  contained  two 
thousand  and  nme  hundred  dollars ;  that  that  was  all  the  money  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  gave  him  on  that  day  ;  that  there  had  been  other  money 
paid  to  the  tribes  before  that  time,  (meaning  the  *  annuity'  monej- ,)  hi 
this  was  paid  to  the  chiefs — sev(^n  portions  in  all ;  that  his  portion  was 
$2,900,  and  that  that  was  all  the  money  paid  to  him  at  Fort  Snelling; 
that  he  signed  a  receipt  for  this  money,  and  supposed  he  \vas  to  receive 
it ;  that  some  person  asked  him  the  question  *  if  Jack  Frazer  was  to  have 
thismonev,'  to  which  he  said,  Mio;'  that  Mrs.  Finlevj  w^ho  was  the  in- 
terpreter,  then  repeated  something  to  Governor  Ramsey,  which  he  sup- 
posed was  his  answer ;  and  that  he  then  presumed  that  Governor  Ram- 
sey was  satisfied  that  he  was  to  have  the  mone\\" 

Wah-coij-ta  says,  "  that  Governor  Ramsey  came  in  wntli  two  sacks 
of  money,  and  laid  them  upon  the  table — one  for  Wah-ba-shaw,  and 
one  for  himsell^ — a  sack  for  each ;  ihat  his  nephew  (Jack  Frazer)  then 
took  the  money,  and  Mr.  Steele  carried  it  away ;  that  the  sacks  con- 
tained three  thousand  dollars  each,  but  the  money  was  not  couoteii; 
that  he  saw  the  sacks  upon  the  table,  but  never  touched  them  ;  that  lb 
same  persons  who  gol  vf  a-W-sJcvaw'  ^  Yv\c\weY  ^ot  his  also ;  that  he  did  not 
give  his  money  to  JackYiCLicf,  \5cv^x.  >Mi  w  e\Y\.  v«Vi^  v\i^:^\s\Yss&^^ 
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Wa-ba-shaw  last  winter  and  demanded  this  money  from  Mr.  Steele, 
but  that  Mr.  Steele  would  not  let  them  have  it.  Governor  Ramsey 
laid  one  of  the  bags  of  money  down  to  me,  and  one  to  Wa-ba-shaw,  but 
Jack  Frazer  and  Mr.  Steele  carried  them  away." 

This  is  the  testimony  of  the  Indians.     It  is  simple,  but  conclusive. 

Mr.  Steele  admits  that  he  received  the  money,  but  insists  that  he  re 
ceived  it  from  Jack  Frazer  ;  and  that  he  has  accounted  to  Jack  Frazer 
for  it.  He  also  attempts  to  show  that  the  money  was  given  to  Jack 
Frazer  by  these  chiefs  ;  but  they  both  deny  that  they  ever  made  any 
>such  gift  or  disposition  of  it.  Wah-coo-ta  says  that  he  was  told  that  it 
was  ffiven  to  Mr.  Steele  to  be  kept  for  them.  One  thing  is  certain,  that 
ihey  have  never  received  jmy  portion  of  it  according  to  the  evidence. 
Near  six  thousand  dollars  in  gold  thus  filched  away  from  these  old  re- 
spectable chiefs  by  a  "  halt-breed,"  and  no  remedy  ! 

Such  are  the  charges — such  is  the  evidence,  so  Ikr  it  has  been  stated ; 
and  the  following  are,  in  our  judgment,  some  of  the  inferences  fairly  de- 
ducible  from  them  under  all  the  circumstances  presented  for  our  inves- 
tigation. 

1.  That  the  traders  rendered  essential  services  to  the  commissioners 
in  the  making  of  these  two  treaties ;  that  there  was  an  understanding 
between  them  and  the  commissioners  that  their  claims  upon  the  In- 
dians were,  in  consideration  of  these  services,  to  be  provided  for  and 
paid,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  amounts  subsequently  received  by  them, 
as  mentioned  in  the  testimony ;  and  that  the  payments  as  made  by 
Governor  Ramsey  were  in  accordance  with  the  views  and  suggestions 
of  the  then  Commissioner  of  Indian  Aflairs,  (Luke  Lea,)  who  was  also 
one  of  the  commissioners  at  the  treaty. 

2.  That  the  amounts  thus  to  be  provided  for  and  paid  to  the  traders 
were  fretiuently  spoken  of  and  explained  to  the  Indians,  and  admitted 
by  them,  or  the  majority  of  them,  to  be  correct  a  short  time  before  the 
treaties  were  signecf ;  and  even  much  larger  sums  than  were  provided 
for  by  the  commissioners.  But  that  these  acknowledgments  and  ad- 
missions were  obtained  from  the  Indians  by  representations  made  to 
them  by  the  traders  themselves,  without  their  havmg  any  definite  know- 
ledge or  understanding  of  the  extent,  magnitude,  or  correctness  of  the 
alleged  indebtedness. 

3.  That  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the  "  Traders'  Paper"  by  the 
Wah-pa-toans  and  See-see-toans  on  the  23d  of  July,  1851,  (the  day  the 
treaty  was  signed,)  but  a  very  few,  if  any,  of  the  chiefs  knew  what 
they  were  signing,  and  that  it  was  not  on  that  day,  or  ever  afterwards, 
explained  to  them,  and  assented  to  in  "  open  council,'  as  retjuired  by 
the  treat}"^  stipulations. 

4.  That  after  these  treaties  were  made,  an  influence  adveise  to  the 
payment  of  the  old  debts  of  the  traders,  as  irrotid^dfor  at  the  treaties^ 
manifested  itself  in  the  country.  It  had  a  decided  effect  upon  the  con- 
duct and  disposition  of  the  Indians  towards  their  old  traders ;  and  that 
in  consequence  of  this  hostile  influence  against  their  interests,  means, 
unjustifiable,  and  in  some  instances  oppressive,  were  resorted  to  to 
counteract  it ;  which  were  contrary  to  the  treaty  stipulations,  the  la^ 
making  the  appropriations,  and  our  other  obligations  due  Xowtm^^^ 
Indians* 
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5.  That  some  time  after  the  treaty  was  made  with  the  Upper  See- 
see-toans  and  Wah-pa-toans,  on  the  23d  July,  1851,  they  sent  a  \a^ 
deputation  of  their  chiefs  and  braves  to  St.  Paul  to  express  their  diatt- 
isfaction  to  Governor  Ramsey  and  Agent  McLean,  of  the  arrangeoxBl 
whicli  had  been  made  witli  the  traders  for  the  payment  of  their  dehi 
at  the  treaty,  and  to  protest  in  the  name  of  their  nation  at  large  agUBt 
such  a  disposition  ol  their  money ;  and  demanding  its  payment  m 
their  own  hands. 

That  botli  Governor  Ramsey  and  Agent  McLean  agreed  to  comjplj 
with  their  wishes,  solemnly,  and  in  "open  council"  on  that  occasNBi 
and  so  reported  the  facts  and  their  requests  to  the  Indian  Depaitmeoc 
at  Washington.  And  that  Governor  Ramsey  subsequently  refused  to 
comply  with  his  promises  thus  made,  and  paid  over  the  money  to  Hu^ 
Tyler,  contrary  to  their  wishes  and  the  treaty  stipulations,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  "traders"  and  "half  breeds,"  accordmg  to  the  arrangement 
as  originally  m«ide  by  the  "  Traders'  Paper." 

6.  That  the  views  as  expressed  by  Governor  Ramsey  and  Ageni 
McLean  in  that  report,  of  December  13,  1851,  in  relation  to  the  proper 
construction  of  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  treaty  of  July,  l8ol 
are  the  views  entertained  by  us  in  that  respect,  and  upon  w6ich  llw 
report  is  predicated. 

7.  The  most  of  the  witnesses  give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  if  this 
money  had  been  paid  directly  to  the  Indians  as  requested  by  them,  and 
they  had  been  left  to  themselves  in  regard  to  its  disposition,  that  ii 
would  have  been  squandered  for  horses,  trinkets,  and  the  means  of  dis- 
sipation ;  and  that  but  a  very  small  amount  of  it  would  have  been  paid 
towards  the  extinguishment  of  their  debts,  or  reserved  for  the  expeases 
of  their  removal  and  subsistence.  But  it  is  conclusively  shown  by  aD 
past  experience,  in  the  history  of  the  affairs  of  the  Indians  upon  our 
frontiers,  that  they  would  not  have  been  left  to  themselves,  but  thai 
the  greater  part  of  the  money  would  have  passed  rajndly  into  the  band^of 
the  tohite  men — justly,  perhaps,  in  some  instances,  but  irrespective  of  the 
rights  and  interests  ot  the  Indians  as  a  general  rule — ^and  that  tbdf 
own  "half-bloods,"  would  have  been  used  as  tlie  ^^ instruments^^  of  this 
general  pillage. 

The  fate  of  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta  affords  a  striking  illustra- 
tion, on  a  small  scale,  of  what  might  have  been  expected  on  a  aooff 
extended  one. 

But  whether  the  Indians  would  have  made  a  provident  or  improvi- 
dent use  of  their  money,  it  was  our  duty  to  have  paid  it  to  them  if  they 
were  entitled  to  it  by  the  treaty  stipulations. 

8.  A  majoritv  of  the  witnesses  are  also  of  the  opinion  tliat  the  testi- 
mony of  the  Indians  is  not  reliable  in  cases  where  gain  or  profit  is 
expected,  or  where  they  testify  under  strong  bias  or  prejudice.  This 
may  be  said  of  white  men  as  well  as  of  Indians ;  and  hence  interested 
parties  are  excluded  by  law  in  our  courts  of  justice.  But  we  are  satis- 
fied from  our  own  observation  of  Indian  character,  as  well  jis  from  the 
testimony  of  the  witnesses,  that  it  is  not  to  be  depended  upon,  like  thai 
of  respectable  white  men. 

We  have  thought  it  right,  nevertheless,  to  examine  the  chiefs^  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  their  views  and  feelings  in  regard  to  these  paj^ 
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m^ts,  and  the  appliances  used  to  bring  them  about,  and  have  attached 
credence  to  their  statements  only  when  they  have  the  appearance  of 
truth,  and  circumstances,  or  other  respectable  evidence  to  sustain  them. 
Mr.  Bailley  says,  that  he  does  not  rely  much  upon  Indian  evidence 
when  they  expect  to  gain  by  it ;  but  that  when  left  to  themselves  they 
are  equal  to  white  men.  But  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  keep  them 
fix>m  such  influences. 

9.  That  a  very  large  sum,  amounting  to  $55,250,  was  deducted  and 
retained  by  Hugh  Tyler,  by  way  of  discount  and  per  centage,  on  the 
gross  amount  of  payments ;  which,  it  would  seem,  could  not  have  been 
necessary  for  any  reasonable  or  legitimate  purpose,  but  which  is  not 
accounted  for  by  the  witnesses,  and  that  these  exactions  were  made 
both  from  "traders"  and  "half-breeds,"  without  any  previous  agree- 
ment in  many  instances ;  and  iu  such  a  way,  in  some,  as  to  make  the 
impression,  that  unless  they  were  submitted  to,  no  payments  would  be 
made  to  such  claimants  at  all. 

10.  And,  Jinallyy  it  is  evident  from  the  testimony  and  the  circum- 
stances, that  the  money  was  not  paid  to  the  "cA/5/5,"  either  of  the  See- 
see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan,  or  Mad-a-wah-kan-toan  bands,  "{m  they  in 
open  council  requested j^^  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaties,  and 
the  law  making  the  appropriations.  But  that  Governor  Ramsey  steadily 
refiised  so  to  pay  it ;  ana  tlireatened,  if  they  would  not  consent  to  its 
payment  to  the  traders,  to  take  01  send  it  back  to  Washington.  That 
oy  the  withholding  of  their  "annuities,"  and  the  use  of  other  appli- 
ances, mentioned  in  the  testimony,  the  Indians  were  in  the  end  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  the  arrangements  as  ihey  were  made  by  him,  although 
contrary  to  their  wishes.  And  that  alter  all,  there  appears  to  have 
been  a  want  of  acquiescence  among  the  Wah-pa-toans  and  Sec-see- 
toans,  as  only  tux>  out  of  the  sevefi  old  chiefs  signed  the  receipt  tor  the 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  receipt  was,  nevertheless, 
also  signed,  as  appears  by  the  evidence,  by  four  ot  the  younger  chiefs. 

Now,  whether  this  money  would  have  been  squandered  or  not,  if 
paid  directly  to  the  In(Uans — still,  if  such  were  our  treaty  engagements 
with  them,  we  were  bound  in  justice  and  in  honor  to  have  paid  the 
money  according  to  our  contracts. 

For,  although  it  may  be  true,  as  remarked  by  the  Hon.  Luke  Lea  in 
his  testimony,  that  "  they  have  very  imperfect  i^eas  of  the  value  and 
proper  uses  of  money  or  land,  yet  the  government  assumes  that  they 
nave,  so  far,  a  competent  knowledge  of  both,  as  to  make  them  the 
subjects  of  the  most  solemn  contracts." 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

RICHARD  M.  YOUNG. 

To  the  Hon.  George  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  oj  Indian  Affairs. 
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NoTB. — When  this  report  was  prepared,  after  my  return  frm  lb 
Minnesota  Territory,  it  was  expected  that  Grovemor  6onnan,iiii 
whom  I  was  associated  in  the  investigation,  would  have  been  ha'i 
time  to  have  signed  it  also,  during  the  fore  part  of  the  present  toil 
of  Congress.    But  it  being  now  probable  that  his  official  duties  il 
detain  him  at  St.  Paul  until  perhaps  the  month  of  March,  I  )m 
thought  it  advisable  to  send  the  repprt  in  as  it  is,  with  my  own  i^ 
ture,  being  well  assured  that  every  portion  of  it  will  be  fiHmdtDk 
sustained  by  the  evidence,  and  in  the  confident  belief  that  Gonnm 
Gorman  would  have  signed  it,  if  he  had.  been  here. 

RICHARD  M.  YOUNa 
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TESTIMONY 


or  THE 


WITNESSES  EXAMINED  BY  THE  COMMISSIONERS, 


SPECIALLY 


Appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  charges  prefeiTcd  against  the 
Hon.  Alexander  Ramsey,  late  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the 
Minnesota  Territory ,  relative  to  his  exchanges  and  disbursements  of  the 
public  money  appropriated  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
August  the  30^A,  1852,  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  stipulations  contained  in 
the  fourth  articles  of  the  treaties  made  with  the  Da-ko-ta  or  Sioux 
Indians,  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  and  Mendota,  on  the  23d  of  July,  and 
5th  of  August,  1851,  taken  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  Territory,  com- 
mencing on  the  sixth  day  of  July,  and  continuing,  from  time  to  time,  until 
the  seventh  day  of  October,  185>3,  as  well  on  the  part  of  Governor  Ram" 
sey  as  the  United  States,  the  udtnesses  having  been  all  duly  sworn  by 
competent  oficers  of  the  Territory  previous  to  t/ieir  examination. 

Lafayette  Emraett,  esq.,  attorney  general  for  the  Territory,  attended 
as  counsel  for  the  United  States ;  and  tlie  Hon.  David  Cooper,  and  J. 
Van  Etten,  esq.,  as  counsel  for  Governor  Ramsey : 

Governor  Ramsey  being  also  personally  present  much  of  the  time, 
and  occasionally  taking  part  in  the  examination  of  the  witnesses. 

The  evidence  is  as  tbllows : 

THE  EVIDENCE. 

Warren  Woodbury,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Please  state  your  age,  and  present  place  of  residence. 

Answer.  I  am  thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  reside  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  to  the  town  of  St.  Paul. 

Question.  State  whetner  you  are  related  to  any  of  tlie  Sioux  bands  of 
Indians,  and  if  so,  to  what  band,  and  how  are  you  related  ? 

Answer.  I  am  related  to  the  Lake  Calhoun  band,  by  marriage  with 
a  half-breed  woman. 

Question.  State  whether  you  were  present  in  November  last  at  a 
council  held  by  Governor  Ramsey  with  the  lower  bands  of  Indians  at 
Fort  Snelling,  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  money  due  under  the  late 
treatj-  with  the  Sioux  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  was  present  at  such  a  council  at  the  interpreter's  house, 
and  also  at  Mr.  Sibley's  house  in  Mendota.  The  one  at  Mr.  Sibley's 
bouse  was  held  first. 

Question.  What  was  said  by  Governor  Ramsey  and  l\ve  IwdSkas^a  ^ 
yiendota  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  money  % 
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Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  went  on  to  say  that,  if  they  could  one 
to  some  terms  about  paying  their  honest  engagements,  that  hem 
ready  to  make  the  payment.     The  Indians  then  demanded  the  wmj 
to  be  paid  into  their  own  hands.     He  objected  to  paying  it  intoikir 
own  hands.    He  said  if  he  paid  it  into  their  own  hands,  that  theyiwU 
not  pay  their  dcl>ts.     He  talked  as  if  they  did  not  come  to  some  agw- 
ment,  and  would  insist  to  have  it  paid  into  their  own  hands,  tbttfe 
would  not  pay  them  at  all.     He  said  that  tlie  Indians  were  not  asther 
used  to  be;  that  now  they  could  not  be  relied  upon ;  that  every Bnfc 
thing  changed  them.     He  then  went  on  to  say  that  the  white  menoa- 
sidered  it  dishonest  to  defraud  each  other  and  cheat   their  creditongf 
their  just  dues. 

He  then  referred  them  to  the  otlier  bands  of  Indians  below.  He 
said  that  they  had  acted  like  good  children,  and  that  he  x^as  ashaod 
of  the  Sioux,  who  only  had  wronged  any  one  out  of  their  honest  ddus 
The  Indians  still  demanded  the  money  to  be  paid  into  their  own  hauk 
said  they  could  pay  their  own  debts,  and  did  not  wjmt  to  cheat  m 
one. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  replj'^  to  this  demand? 

Answer.  He  told  them  they  had  better  consult  with  each  otheri » 
time  was  advancing,  and  it  was  getting  late ;  and  if  they  would  cok 
to  some  terms,  he  would  pay  them  another  day,  or  the  next  day. 
(meaning  their  "  annvities.^^) 

The  Indians  replied  that  they  wanted  the  money  in  their  own  hands; 
that  they  had  been  detained  a  long  time,  and  were  in  a  state  of  stam- 
tion,  and  wanted  to  go  home. 

Question.  State  whether  the  Indians  at  this  council  informed  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  whether  they  had  determined  among  themselves,  **a 
council,"  how  they  intended  to  dispose  of  the  money  set  apart  fiirtbf 
payment  of  their  debts. 

Answer.  The  Indians  said  they  wanted  the  money  paid  into  their 
own  hands,  and  that  they  would  then  pay  to  w^hom  they  ow^ed,  or » 
whom  they  saw  fit. 

Question.  Slate  whether  Governor  Ramsey  paid  them  the  money  t 
that  time,  according  to  this  demand.  I  mean  the  money  appropriated 
by  the  treaty  to  settle  their  affairs,  and  to  provide  for  their  removal  and 
subsistence. 

Answer.  He  did  not  pay  it  to  them  at  that  time.  Jle  told  them  wbn 
they  met  again  with  him  tbey  must  come  to  some  terms  ;  that  he  shooU 
not  meet  them  again  until  they  sent  for  liim. 

Question.  Did  they  appoint  a  place  at  which  to  meet  again  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.  The  governor  sjiid  he  preferred  meet- 
ing at  "  the  agency  " 

Question.  Please  state  what  transpired  at  the  council  at  the  agency 
to  which  you  have  referred. 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  asked  them  if  they  had  come  to  auvctw 
elusion  among  themselves  about  the  payment  of  the  money. 

Question.  What  did  the  Indians  say  in  reply  f 

Answer.  They  said  that  if  they  could  not  receive  their  money  in  (hf 
own  own  hands,  accotcAitvg,  \.o  \\\^.  ?xv^\Aax\wv^  c^^  live  treaty,  and  paji 
out  in  council,  as  l\iey  -w^aVveA.  vo  As>^  \}tve>3  ^^xWfc^  \»  ^  \«nsifc.  ^* 
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emor  Ramsey  then  answered  something,  when  one  of  the  chiefs  got  up 
and  made  a  long  speech  ;  and  after  the  chief  was  done  speaking  the 
governor  said  to  tne  interpreter,  that  if  they  could  not  come  to  some 
terms  as  to  how  they  wanted  the  money  to  be  paid  out,  that  he  xcovld 
make  a  jrrojx)suion  to  them.  It  was  this :  He  proposed  to  set  off  twenty 
thousand  dollars  for  their  subsistence  and  removal  money,  twenty  thou- 
aand  dollars  for  their  half-breed  relations,  and  to  reserve  seventv  thou- 
sand  dollars  to  pay  their  old  debts.  He  said  that  the  twenty  thousand 
dollars  for  the  halt-breeds  he  wbuld  pay  to  the  chiefs  and  braves,  and 
that  they  could  then  pay  it  to  the  hali'-breeds  in  council,  as  they  might 
think  proper.  Wa-ba-shaw  then  got  up  and  said,  you  have  got  our 
lands  and  now  we  want  our  money,  or  pay  for  them,  as  it  was  agreed 
upon  ;  or  you  can  keep  your  money,  and  we  will  keep  our  lands  and 

Shome.  Governor  Ramsey  replied,  that  if  they  did  not  comply  with 
f  wishesj  he  would  send  or  take  the  money  back  to  their  great  father 
at  Washington ;  to  which  Wa-ba-shaw  said,  he  might  take  it  back,  and 
they  woula  keep  their  lands.  At  this,  Wa-ba-shaw  went  out,  and  the 
rest  of  the  Indians  followed  him. 

Question.  State,  as  well  as  you  can  remember,  what  chiefs  and  head- 
men of  their  bands  were  present  at  that  time. 

Answer.  Wa-ba-shaw,  Red  Wing,  Little  Crow,  Good  Road,  Mock- 
pee-we-chas-ta,  Grey  Iron,  and  Black  Dog,  were  the  chiefs  present. 
Rc'd  Bird  and  Little  Star  are  also  chiefs  among  ihem,  but  the  govem- 
nient  does  not  recognize  them  as  such.  There  were  also  fifteen  or 
twenty  headmen  present. 

Question.  How  many  of  each  band  generally  attend  their  councils  V 

Answer.  There  are  generally  four  or  five. 

Question.  Were  the  principal  chiefs  and  headmen  present  at  this 
council  1 

Answer.  All  the  chiefs  and  most  of  the  headmen  were  present. 

Question.  Were  you  present  wlien  the  treaty  was  made  with  these 
bands,  (the  5th  of  August,  1851  i) 

Answer.  I  was  present. 

Question.  State  whether  either  of  the  commissioners  who  negotiated 
that  treaty  at  Mendota  explained  to  the  Indians  that  clause  of  the  treaty 
which  provides  tor  an  appropriation  of  money  to  pay  their  just  indebt- 
edness, and,  if  so,  how  did  they  explain  it  1 

Answer.  Commissioner  Lea  told  them,  that  the  amount  they  were  to 
receive  to  pay  their  just  engagements  or  indebtedness  would  be  paid  to 
them  into  the  hands  of  the  chiefs  and  headmen  in  council,  to  be  paid 
by  them  to  whomsoever  they  saw  fit. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  ask  him  to  explain  this  clause  to  them  i 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  but  he  so  explained  it  to  them. 

Cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey  and  counsel. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  drawing  from  the  "  annu- 
ities" of  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  My  wife  and  children  have.     I  have  three  children. 

Question.  How  much  have  you  generally  received  1 

Answer.  About  four  dollars  and  a  halt"  each  year  under  the  old  U^^jJcj  • 
Last  fall  I  received  about  twenty  dollars  under  bolYi  Uea3Ues»* 
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Question.  How  long  have  you  drawn  "  annuities"  ? 

Answer.  Mv  wife  and  children  have  drawn  "  annuities"  ever  aw 
they  wer(*  lx)rn. 

Question.  Were  you  present  during  the  whole  council  of  whidipn 
have  s]X)k(^n  i 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Who  were  the  chiefs  who  demanded  the  money  to  bepaic 
into  tlieir  own  hands  t 

Answer.  Mock-pee- we-chas-ta  and  Wa-ba-sha\v  both  demanded  11 

Question.  Have  you  heard  the  chiefs,  besides  these  two,  expns 
themselves  as  to  how  they  wanted  the  money  to  be  paid  ? 

Answer.  I  know  that  there  was  some  confusion  and  difference  d 
opinion  about  it. 

Question,  by  Governor  Ramsey.  Do  you  remember  to  have  hem 
any  of  the  Indian  chiefs  say  in  council  that  they  did  not  know  hows 
do  business,  and  that  they  either  wished  me  to  pay  their  debts  or » 
appoint  some  person  they  could  trust  to  do  it  for  them  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  they  asked  you  to  do  so,  otk- 
apjioint  some  one  they  could  trust. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  which  chief  it  was  that  addressed  nsf 
in  that  manner? 

Answer  I  do  not.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  it  was  Little  Crow,G: 
not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Good  Road  addressed  me  in  ik 
way  or  not? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  was  or  not? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  some  chief  said  so? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  there  were  two  parties  in  that  cooa- 
cil ;  one  for  paying  tlieir  debts  and  the  other  for  receiving  the  morrfj 
into  their  own  hands  ? 

Answer.  I  know  that  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  among  thca 
There  was  a  portion  who  wanted  to  pay  their  debts  themselveSf  nai 
another  portion  who  wanted  the  Amencan  Fur  Company,  or  some  oof 
else,  to  pay  the  debts  for  tliem. 

Question.  Was  there  not  an  effort  made  outside  to  induce  them  lo 
take  this  money  for  their  half-breeds,  and  not  to  pay  their  debts? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  any  one  told  them  not  to  pay  tlieir  dcte 
I  said  to  them  myself,  that  I  thought  it  would  be  best,  if  they  couH 
get  the  money,  to  pay  one-half  to  the  traders,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
half-breeds,  and  tnat  the  traders  would  be  well  paid  at  that. 

Question.  When  in  tliat  council,  there  being  a  difference  of  opiDioo 
among  them,  at  the  time  I  proposed  tlie  compromise  to  reserve  some 
of  the  money  for  removal,  some  for  subsistence,  and  some  for  ito 
half-breed  relatives,  did  not  Wa-ba  shaw  arise  and  demand  thai  I 
should  pay  the  whole  of  it  to  them? 

Answer.  He  did.  You  proposed  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  leaxtd 
and  subsistence;  twciviy  iKousand dollars  for  the  " half-breeds;" ani 
seventy  thousand  doWoxs  vo  ^^^^  \!tvevt  c5v^  <i^\&,   ^  ^-^o^-^d^v  tk» 


\ 
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said,  that  if  he  could  not  get  the  whole  of  it,  as  stipulated  in  the  treaty, 
he  would  keep  his  lands,  and  Governor  Ramsey  might  keep  his  money. 
To  this  Governor  Ramsey  replied,  if  you  don't  comply  with  ray  wishes, 
you  shan't  have  anything,  and  I  will  take  the  money  back  to  the  great 
nther,  at  Washington — Wa-ba-shaw  then  said,  keep  your  money,  and 
I  wUl  keep  my  land. 

Question.  To  what  band  of  Indians  do  you  belong? 

Answer.  I  belong  to  the  Mock-pee-we-chas-ta  band,  or  Lake  Cal- 
houn Indians. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  you  received  your  "half-breed" 
portion  of  the  money  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  was  not  present. 

Question.  Did  your  chief  get  his  portion  of  the  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  was  given  to  the  chiefs? 

Answer.  They  were  in  the  act  of  making  payments  when  Governor 
Ramsey  came  in,  and  we  were  then  all  sent  out.  During  that  time, 
he  paid  the  chiefs  about  82,853  dollars  each. 

Question.  Was  this  conversation  at  the  several  councils  explained  by 
an  interpreter  ? 

Answer.  It  was.  William  H.  Forbes  and  Alexander  Farribault 
were  the  interpreters. 

Question  by  government  commissioner.  At  these  councils  of  which 
you  have  spoken,  did  the  Indians  propose  to  have  suitable  persons  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  correctness  of  the  traders'  accounts  before 
payment? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  it  in  council. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  them  say  so  in  the  presence  of  Governor 
Ramsey? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  was  present. 

Question.  Who  spoke  in  these  councils  as  the  head  chief  of  the  band? 

Answer.  Wa-ba-shaw. 

Question.  You  state  that  Little  Crow,  or  some  other  Indian,  whose 
name  you  do  not  remember,  proposed  that  either  Governor  Ramsey,  or 
some  person  to  be  appointed  by  nim,  should  pay  the  money  due  to  the 
traders  for  them.  Now,  was  this  suggestion  made  before  or  after 
Grovernor  Ramsey  refused  to  pay  the  money  to  the  Indians  themselves, 
as  demanded  by  Wa-ba-shaw? 

Answer.  It  was  after  he  had  refused  to  pay  the  money  as  demanded 
by  Wa-ba-shaw. 

Question.  Was  there  any  difference  of  opinion,  or  conftision  among 
the  Indians  until  Governor  Ramsey  had  refused  to  pay  the  money  as 
demanded  by  Wa-ba-shaw  ? 

Answer.  There  was  some  difficulty  from  the  first.     Some  wanted  to 

Gy  the  money  to  the  traders,  while  others  spoke  of  their  children.    I 
ve  been  speaking  now  of  the  council  held  at  Mendot£u 
Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  influence  at  work  at  tlie  time  of  this 
council,  to  induce  the  Indians  to  leave  the  money  with  Governor  Ram- 
sey, to  be  by  him  paid  over  to  the  traders? 

Answer.  The  Indians  said  that  the  fur  company,  or  traders,  wanted 
diem  to  leave  the  money  with  Governor  Ramsey  to  pa^  \.Vv<e\i  cNai'cci^^ 
after  the  Indians  bad  received  their  annuities. 
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Question  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel-  Was  Governor  Ramsej 
present  at  this  time? 

Answer.  He  was  not  present.  He  was  at  home  in  St.  Paul,  and 
this  was  in  Mendola. 

Question  by  government  commissioner.  Was  Governor  Ramsey 
present  when  efforts  were  made  to  induce  the  Indians  not  to  pay  dKu 
debts? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 


Wa-ba-shaw,  a  chief  of  the  Wa-ba-shaw  band  of  the  Med-a-vi- 
kan-toan  Sioux  Indians,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness.  Alexis  P. 
Bailley  and  William  Henry  Forbes  sworn  as  interpreters. 

(Wa-ba-shaw  is  recognized  as  the  principal  or  head  chief  of  tk 
seven  Med-a-w{i-kan-loan  bands.) 

Question.  Do  you  understand  the  nature  and  obligation  of  an  oaa 
as  administered  in  the  courts  of  white  men  ? 

Answer.  1  do. 

Question.  Are  you  the  chief  of  what  is  known  as  the  Wa-barsbnr 
band  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  Sioux  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Did  you  at  Fort  Snelling  demand  of  Governor  Ramff^ 
payment  of  the  money  due  to  the  Indians  under  the  treaty  stipulaiiai  ' 
of  August  5, 1851,  into  your  own  hands  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  know  liow  much  money  was  due  to  the  Med-a-ifs- 
kan-toan  bands,  and  also  to  the  Wah-pa-koo-ta  band,  to  provide  fiirilr 
payment  of  iheir  debts  and  their  removal  and  subsistence  at  the  trear 
concluded  at  Mendota,  August  5,  1851  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  exactly.  You  cannot  expect  an  Indian  ^ 
can  neither  read  nor  write  to  answer  expUcitly  in  regard  to  such  laiff 
Wims  of  money. 

Question.  Do  you  know  liow  much  was  due  to  the  chiefs  and  bea! 
men  of  the  Med-a-wa-kiui-toan  bands? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  exactlv. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  have  a  council  as  to  how  the  money  shocU 
be  paid  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  to  Governor  Ramsey  what  the  Indians  **e 
council"  had  concluded  upon  ? 

Answer.  Among  the  Indians  we  have  not  the  means  of  keepiDgt 
correct  account  of  things ;  a  good  many  days  and  nights  have  ehpw) 
since  then,  and  I  cannot  well  recollect  the  circumstances. 

Question.  Did  you  ask  Governor  Ramsey  lor  the  monev* 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  he  reply? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  told  me  he  had  received  a  letter  from  <v 
great  father*,  the  leixet  he  received,  he  said,  was  about  the  land  off 
great  father  asked  fox. 
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Question.  Who  was  the  interpreter  when  you  came  to  Governor 
Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Prescott. 

Question.  Where  does  Mr.  Prescott  reside  ? 

Answer.  At  that  time  he  lived  at  Fort  Snelling  ;  at  the  time  we  came 
here,  he  huj/peved  to  be  here  also. 

Question.  Where  is  he  now  i 

Answer.  He  lives  above  Fort  Snelling,  where  there  is  a  "  water- 
fall," caUed  the  '*  Little  Falls." 

Question.  Now  go  on  and  repeat  what  your  conversation  was  with 
Governor  Ramsey. 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  said,  in  reference  to  the  letters,  that  they 
were  about  the  new  country  at  Little  Rock.  He  said  your  great  father 
wishes  to  have  that  included  in  the  country  already  bought  from  you, 
and  pay  you  money  lor  it.  Your  great  father's  young  men  are  going 
to  live  in  the  country  now  ceded,  and  being  near  to  where  you  are 
going,  they  would  ft»ar  you,  is  tlie  reason  whj'  he  wishes  to  have  that 
country  also  ceded.  Governor  Ramsey  said  this,  and  told  me  to  look 
towarcis  the  rising  and  setting  sun,  and  look  for  a  country  I  wished. 
If  you  do  not  accede  to  the  request  of  your  great  father,  you  will  know 
no  good  hereafter.  1  then  had  a  council  with  the  seven  chiefs  of  the 
Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands,  and  I  stated  to  them  the  wish  of  our  great 
father,  and  advised  them  to  look  out  tor  a  new  country. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  talk  to  you  through  an  interpreter? 

Answer.  Yes ;  Mr.  Prescott. 

Question.  Where  was  the  council  held? 

Answer.  At  Governor  Ramsey's  own  house,  and  the  doors  were 
closed. 

Question.  Commence  at  the  time  you  went  to  Fort  Snelling  to  get 
the  money,  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

Answer.  I  asked  Governor  Ramsey  for  that  money,  from  time  to 
time,  for  a  month  and  a  half. 

Governor  Ramsey  here  requested  Wa-ba-shaw  to  explain. 

Wa-ba-shaw. — I  mean  that  I  waited  for  a  month  and  a  half,  but 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  talk  and  con^m^tion  about  the  matter.  I  asked 
but  twice  for  it  during  that  time. 

Question.  Through  what  interpreter  did  you  ask  Governor  Ramsey 
for  the  money  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Alexander  Farribault,  both  times. 

Question.  When  you  asked  Governor  Ramsey  for  the  money,  what 
did  he  say  ? 

Answer.  When  I  asked  him  for  the  money,  he  said  no;  your  great 
father  says  you  must  pay  your  debts. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  afterwards  pay  you  the  money? 

Answer.  He  never  paid  me  any. 

Question  by  Governor  Ramsey.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  I  never 
paid  you  any  money  ? 

No  answer. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  ever  pay  you  any  money  under 
the  treaty  ? 

No  answer. 
6 
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Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  pay  you   any  money  at  Mendota, 

of  the  money  set  apart  for  the  chiefs? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  paid  me  money,  but  they  took  it  away. 

Question.  Wlio  do  you  mean  took  it  away  f 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  paid  money  to  me,  but  what  he  gave  to 
me  Jack  Frazer  look  away  from  me. 

Question.  Did  Jack  Frazer  take  all  the  money  the  governor  piid 
you  1 

Answer.  The  money  the  governor  paid  me  was  laid  upon  thetriile, 
and  Mr.  Steele  took  it  uwav. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  pay  you  smy  other  monejlki 
that  which  Mr.  Steele  took  away  1 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  of  any  more. 

Question.  Did  the  governor  say  how  much  was  clue  to  the  tradoil 

Answer.  The  governor  always  told  us  we  should  pay  our  debts,  ■!- 
he  mentioned  S70,U00  as  the  amount  we  should  pay  to  the  traders. 

Question.  What  amount  was  it  that  Governor  Rainsev  paid  pi 
which  Jack  Frazer  took  away  i 

Answer.  Jack  Frazer  told  me  my  share  was  ^2,900- 

Question.  Who  was  the  interpreter  1 

Answer.  Mrs.  Finlev. 

Question.  Was  that  all  the  money  Governor  Rainsev  paid  voo« 
that  day  i 

Answer.  That  was  idl. 

Question  by  Governor  Ramsey.  Had  I  paid  you  any  monerlv- 
fore  V 

Answer.  There  had  been  money  paid  to  all  the  tribes,  but  the  monff 
that  was  pmd  on  that  day  was  paid  to  the  chiefs ;  82,900  was  my  wi 
tion — ^there  were  seve7i  portions. 

Question.  Was  that  all  the  money  that  Governor  Ramsev  paid  k 
you  at  Fort  Snelling  i 

Answer.  That  was  all. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  that  monerl 

Answer.  I  signed  a  receipt  because  I  supposed  I  was  to  have  tk 
money.  The  question  was  a^ked  me:  "Was  it  for  Jack  Frazer?"  I 
said  no.  Mrs.  Finley  then  repeated  something  to  Governor  Ramse;. 
which  I  supposed  was  my  answer,  and  I  presumed  that  the  govenur 
was  satisfied  that  I  was  to  have  it. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toans  hold  a  coudoI 
on  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  their  debts  ? 

Answer.  The}'  held  a  council,  and  the  chiefs  were  not  willing  to  piy 
their  debts  otherwise  than  to  draw  their  money  first  and  then  pay  fir 
themselves  afterwards. 

Question.  Was  that  money  so  paid  to  them  ? 

Answer.  W^e  could  not  get  it. 

Question.  Why  did  you  sign  the  receipt  for  the  870,000  ? 

Answer.  When  I  found  that  I  could  not  get  the  money,  as  I  vrsjoud 
it,  in  my  own  hands,  I  was  advised  by  our  half-breed  relatives,  Mr- 
Rock,  Mr.  Labatte,  Jack  Frazer,  Samuel  Finley,  and  Anthony  FinleTt 
that  I  had  beUer  &\gii  \.\\e  receipt  tor  the  payment  to  the  traders;  bt^ 
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r   I  left,  the  other  chiefs  would  do  so  without  me.     I  then  went  up  and 

•signed  it  at  Mr.  Steele's  house,  in  the  presence  of  Governor  Ramsey. 
'        Question  by  Governor  Ramsey.    Did  you  send  for  me  on  that  oc- 
casion ? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  But  Jack  Fruzcr  and  old  Rock  fixed  it.  I  think 
they  sent  for  you,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Why  was  not  the  whole  S90,000  paid  to  the  traders? 

Answer.  Twenty  thousand  of  it,  I  understood,  wc»  were  to  have  for 
,    our  half-breed  relatives.     Governor  Ramsev  told  me  so. 

Question.  Why  was  that  S20,000  given  to  the  chiefs  for  the  half- 
-breeds? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  sjiid  1  give  you  this  S20,000,  but  you 
J    must  give  some  of  it  to  your  "  half-breed"  relatives. 
'•       Question  by  Governor  Ramse}'.  Did  you  not  make  the  recjuest  that 
^    the  $20,000  should  be  given  to  your  "half-breed"  relatives? 
I       Answer.  No.     When  you  paid  us  the  $20,000,  you  tlnm  told  us  to 
give  some  of  it  to  our  "  half-breed"  relatives. 

Question.  Was  any  part  of  that  $70,000,  which  was  set  apart  for 
the  traders,  paid  over  to  the  chiefs  ? 

Answer.  1  have  not  known  of  any  Indian  having  seen  anythmg  of  iu 

Question.  When  you  told  Governor  Ramsey  you  did  not  want  him 
to  pay  the  traders,  and  that  you  wanted  to  pay  your  own  debts,  what 
did  he  say  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  said  that  it  was  the  wish  of  our  great 
father,  that  the  money  set  apart  for  the  traders  should  go  to  the  pay- 
ment of  our  debts. 

Question.  Did  the  traders  ask  you  to  sign  any  paper,  at  that  place, 
in  regard  to  their  claims  against  you? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  were  you  informed  were  the  contents  of  that  paper 
they  wished  you  to  sign  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  paper  to  pay  our  debts,  and  they  asked  us  to 
sign  it. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  when  you  signed  that 
paper? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  he  was  present. 

Question.  What  did  the  governor  tell  you  the  paper  was  that  you 
were  signing  ? 

Answer.  It  was  the  paper  for  the  payment  of  our  debts ;  that  was 
all  the  paper  I  was  asked  to  sign. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  paper  for  Mr.  Sweetser,  at  any  time? 

Answer.  I  never  signed  any  paper  for  him. 

Question  by  Governor  Ramsay.  Were  you  advised  by  any  one  not 
to  pay  your  debts  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  we  were  so  advised. 


GiDBON  H.  Pond,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  a  witness  to  the  treaty  of  the  &vVi  cii  kA^'^V^ 
1851,  with  the  Sioux  Indiana  f 


\ 
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AnSWtT.    I  WJKS. 

Question.  Wore  you  present  when  Governor  Ramsey  made  the  pay^ 
ment  uiidrT  that  treaty  to  the  Mcd-a-wa-kan-loan  bands? 

Ans\vt!r.  1  was  not. 

Question.    Wen^  you  pres(*nt  when  he  paid  the   Sce-see-toan  and 
Wuh-pa-toan  bands  1 

Answer.  1  was  not. 

Question.  W<Te  you  j)resent  when  he  paid    Jiiiy   monev  to  tke In- 
dians 1 

Answer.  1  was  not. 

Question.  Were  you  pn.'scnt  when  he  paid  any  of  ihc;  traders? 

Answ(T.  I  was  not.  1 

Quesiion.  What  do  you  know  about  the  payments  by  GovemorBia'  i 
S(*y  to  the  Indians? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing. 

Qut.'stion.  What  do  you  know  about  a  power  of  attorney  execofiel 
by  the  Indians  to  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing. 

Qu(\stion.  Wen*  you  prtvsenl  wlien  the  Indians  signed  the  receipt 
Governor  llaniscv  */ 

Answer.  I  was  not  present. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  Indians  demand  the  money  of  Go^ 
ernor  Ramsey? 

Answer.   I  think  not. 

Quesiion.  Do  you  speak  th(^  Sioux  language  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

QuejfJtion.  Did  the  IntUans  make  known,  at  that  eouncil,  to  GovefWf 
Ramsey,  tlic^  manner  in  whieh  tliey  wished  that  money  lo  be  paid? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  u  power  of  attorney  given  a 
Hugh  Tyler? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anytliing  of  any  payment  made  to  the  b 
dians  under  this  voucher  now  shown  to  you  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  (*xcept  from  hearsay. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  paper   lor   the  payment  tf 
$250,000,  or  any  other  sum,  having  been  given  to  Hugh  Tyler? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  action  in  regard  to  the  Sioux  IndisB 
under  the  direction  of  Governor  Rtmisey  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

(Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  transaction  in  cooDfxioi 
with  yourself  and  Governor  Ramsey  Y 

Answer.  I  do  not. 


Moses  S.  Titus,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness- 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  Governor  Ramsey  made  the  pQ^ 
nicnt  under  the  iTcaXy  of  vUc  5th  of  August,  1851,  to  the  Afed-t* 
kan-toan  bauds  oi'  SVim>L\wd;uvu«»1 
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Answer.  I  was  present  one  day,  when  a  part  of  the  money  was 
paid. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  he  made  the  payment  to  the  See- 
■ee-toan  and  Wali-pa-toan  bands  of  Upper  Sioux? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  How  much  money  was  paid  In  your  presence,  and  to 
whom  was  it  paid  by  Governor  Ramsey  V 

Answer.  He  paid  it  to  the  Indians ;  but  1  do  not  know  how  much. 

Question.  How  was  the  money  paid  ? 

Answer.  To  the  Indians  individually.  Some  of  it  was  given  to  the 
chiefs  independent  of  the  other  Indians. 

Question.  Was  anything  said  about  paying  the  traders  at  the  pay- 
ment to  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  heard. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  demand  by  the  chiefs  tor  the  money  of 
Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  Indians  asking  the  money 
to  be  paid  into  their  own  hands,  and  not  to  the  traders? 

Answer.  I  do  not  personally. 

Question.  Do  you  know  jmything  concerning  it  from  Governor  Ram- 
•ey  and  the  Indians  when  together,  or  from  Governor  R;mis(*y  alone  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  means  used  by  Governor 
Ramsey  to  get  the  receipt  for  the  moiK^y  from  the  Indiinis? 

Answer.  No;  nothing  further  than  that  I  heard  (iovtTuor  Ramsey  tell 
the  Indians  that  their  "  great  father"  wished  them  to  pay  th(»ir  debts? 

Question.  Had  Governor  Ramsey  any  agent  at  that  paymc^nt  to  pay 
the  money  for  him  V 

Answer.  I  think  Major  McLean  was  there  acting  in  making  the  pay- 
ments. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  paid  the  money  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  further  about  the  transaction? 

Answer.  I  do  not  personally. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  not  knowing  anything  personally  ? 

Answer.  I  mean  that  I  was  not  present  when  anything  w^as  done. 

Question.  Was  there  any  council  held  at  which  you  were  present  ? 

Answer.  There  was. 

Question.  Where  was  that  council  held? 

Answer.  At  the  interpreter's  house,  near  to  Fort  Snelhng. 

Question.  What  did  the  Indians  say  at  that  council? 

Answer.  I  heard  the  Indians  say  tlujt  they  had  asked  Governor  Ram- 
lev  for  the  money  at  other  councils,  and  that  he  might  take  it  back  to 
vherc  he  got  it  from. 

Question.  What  had  Governor  Ramsey  asked  them  to  do  when  the 
ndians  made  that  reply  ? 
.  Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  had  just  come  in. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  ii-om  the  Indians  at  that  council  wKaX. 
t  was  that  they  were  talking  about  ? 

Answer.  That  was  all  that  I  heard. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  means  having  been  used  by  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  to  induce  the  Indians  to  sign  the  receipts  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts  to  the  traders  i 

Answer.  I  do  not :  only  that  he  told  them  the  great  father  dened 
them  to  pay  their  lionest  debts. 

Question.  What  kind  of  money  was  paid  to  the  Indians  in  yoff 
pr(\s(»ncc  1 

Answer.  I  think  all  that  [  saw  paid  was  gold. 

Question  by  Governor  Ramsey.  Who  was  th(^  Indian  agent  at  the 
time  this  payment  was  made  at  Fort  Snelling  ? 

Answer.  Major  Nathaniel  McLean. 


Wa-ba-siiaw  recalled. 

Question.  You  said  i;i  your  examination  on  yesterday  that  when yn 
asked  Governor  Ramsey  t()r  the  money  to  be  paid  into  your  own  ham 
he  replied  that  the  great  father  at  Washington  wished  you  to  pay  yoor 
debts  ;  to  which  you  answered,  that  you  wanted  to  pay  your  own  dete 
What  did  Governor  Ramsev  then  sav  to  you  i 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  then  said,  I  will  take  the  money  backiD 
the  great  father. 

Question.  What  did  you  say  to  that  proposition  Y 

Answer.  I  answen,*d  and  said  that  neither  of  us  would  then  say  aw 
more  about  it,  and  let  it  rest  where  it  was. 


Jonas  Pettijohn,  sworn  and  (examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  What  is  your  age  juul  present  place  of  residence? 

Answer.  I  am  forty  y(»ars  old,  and  reside  at  Traverse  des  Sioux.  I 
have  lived  among  the  Indians  eight  years  next  October.  I  lived  < 
"  Lac  qui  Parle"  from  the  28th  of  October,  1845,  until  the  23d  of 
February,  1852,  and  from  then  until  the  present  time  at  "Traversers 
Sioux." 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  a  conversation  last  fall  between  Go^ 
ernor  Ramsey  and  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Skwx 
Indians  at  "  Traverse  des  Sioux,"  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the 
money  under  the  late  treaty  with  these  bands,  and  if  so,  what  traw- 
pired  at  that  council  or  conversation  V 

Answer.  I  was  present  at  one  council  held  during  the  pajmeoL 
When  I  (nit(Ted  the  room  an  Indian  commenced  speaking  about  their 
^^hand  monei/^  about  to  be  paid.  From  what  I  could  learn  they  wanted 
it  paid  to  themselves,  as  they  understood  the  treaty.  They  had  a  pfr 
per  drawn  up  making  a  dividend  of  that  money,  and  presented  it© 
Governor  Ramsey.  They  had  named  a  number  of  Indians  and  bX- 
breeds,  and  the  sums  they  desired  for  each  one  to  have.  That  is  aba< 
the  amount  of  what  I  remember  they  said  to  the  governor.  QaSnt^ 
nuiziber  of  chiefs  and  headmen  were  present. 
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Question.  How  many  of  the  Indians  spoke  to  ihat  effect? 

Answer.  I  should  think  about  a  halt*  a  dozen ;  and  among  them  Mah- 
zah-shah,  or  Red  Iron,  Mock-pce-wec-chas-ta,  or  Cloudman,  audE-yang- 
mo-nee,  or  Running  Walker.  There  were  others  who  spoke  also,  but 
these  iu*e  all  the  names  I  now  remember. 

Question.  State  whether  Governor  Ramsey  acceded  to  their  demands 
or  proposition,  and  if  not,  what  did  he  say  V 

Answer.  Hu  did  not  accede  to  their  demands.  The  first  remark 
made  by  Governor  Ramsey  in  reply  wiis,  that  they  were  not  the  only 
Indians  with  whom  the  United  States  had  made  treaties;  that  they  had 
made  treaties  with  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands  of  Sioux,  with  the 
Chippewa5's  and  Winnebagoes,  and  with  several  other  tribes  he  men- 
tioned. He  said  that  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toans  had  paid  their  debts  in 
1837.  He  named  the  amount,  but  I  cannot  now  recollect  what  it  was; 
but  I  think  it  was  near  $90,000 ;  and  that  under  the  treaty  of  1851 
they  had  again  paid  another  amount,  and  that  he  thought  they  ought 
to  pay  their  traders  also ;  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  they  owed 
their  traders,  and  iis  honest  men  ought  to  pay  their  debts  ;  that  it  was 
very  true  that  they  could  not  have  so  much  money;  but  that  they  had 
better  pay  their  debts  and  hav(^  a  Httle  money,  inan  to  have  a  great 
deal  of  money  and  not  pay  their  debts. 

Question.  What  did  the  Indians  say  about  paying  their  debts  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  refuse  to  pay  their  debts,  but  wanted  the 
money  first  paid  into  their  own  hands,  so  that  they  could  pay  the  debts 
themselves. 

Question.  Did  the  council  then  break  up  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  did  soon  afterwards  ;  but  something  was  said 
about  a  paper  given  to  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  the  money  over  him- 
self; and  some  of  the  chiefs  denied  having  signed  it.  Mock-pee- we- 
chas-tah,  or  Cloud  Man,  was  the  only  one  who  denied  having  signed  it. 

Question.  Was  this  before  or  after  Mah-yah-shali,  or  Red  Iron,  had 
been  arrested  or  imprisoned  by  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  It  was  after  he  had  been  arrested. 

Question.  Who  are  the  head  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa- 
toan  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Mock-pee-we  chas-tah,  or  Cloud  Man,  E-yang-mo-nee,  or 
Running  Walker,  Ish-tah-hum-bah,  or  Sleepy  Eyes,  and  Mah-zali-shah, 
or  Red  Iron. 

Question.  Who  were  present  at  the  council  besides  Governor  Ramsey, 
yourself,  and  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Alexander  Huggins,  Alexander  Farribault,  Alexis  Bailley, 
(pronounced  Bayd,)  Charles  D.  Fillmore,  Frankhn  Steele,  Hercules  L. 
Dousman,  Henry  H.  Sibley,  Mr.  Tyler,  were  present ;  but  Joseph  R. 
Brown,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Prescott,  and  Doctor  Borup,  were  not  pre- 
sent. The  paper  spoken  of,  making  the  distribution,  was  brought  in 
by  Hanock.  Most  of  those  who  attended  the  payment  were  present, 
but  I  don't  know  certainly. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  payments  made  to  the  traders  at 
this  time? 

Answer.  I  saw  nothing  but  the  ^^ annuity^*  money  paid. 


88  S.  Doc.  61. 

Jonas  Pettuohn,  cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey  and  caunieL 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  tlie  character  of  these  ludiau, 
what  do  you  think  they  would  have  done  with  the  money;  if  8275,000 
had  been  paid  into  their  own  hands,  would  they  liave  paid  their  ddte 
with  it,  or  not? 

Answer.  They  would  have  bought  up  all  the  horses  ihey  could  haw 
foimd ;  I  do  not  think  ihey  would  have  paid  their  debts ;  I  think  thr 
would  have  gotten  clear  of  their  money  in  a  very  short  time.  Thai  is 
what  I  think  of  it. 

Question  by  government  commissioners.  Do  you  think  they  voold 
not  have  paid  their  debts,  as  they  proposed  to  do  upon  the  paper  pre- 
sented to  Governor  Ramsey  V 

Answer.  I  think  it  doubtful  even  about  that. 

Question.  Do  you  tliink  that  the  chief  Mah-zah-shah,  or  Red  Iron, 
would  have  been  unwilling  to  have  paid  their  debts,  according  to  tbe 
proposition  contained  in  the  paper  before  spoken  of? 

Answer.  I  think  it  probable  that  he  might  have  done  so,  but  soznerf 
the  rest  I  do  not  think  would. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  other  Inilians,  what  Indians  do  yoa 
mean  ? 

Answer.  I  mean  more  particularly  the  Indians  who  jire  considered 
the  principle  men. 

Question.  Which  of  those  chiel's  spoken  of  yesterday  do  you  mean 
would  not  have  paid  their  debts  V 

Answer.  I  think  it  doubtful  whether  any  one,  besides  this  man  Red 
Iron,  would  have  paid  their  debts,  according  to  the  distribution  made 
on  that  paper. 

Question.  Tell  us  why  you  think  so.. 

Answer.  I  speak  from  my  knowledge  of  Indian  character,  and  not 
from  the  character  of  the  individuals  mentioned. 

Question.  How  then  do  you  account  lor  the  traders  trusting  them 
from  year  to  year? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  to  account  for  that.  I  koov 
that  the  traders  do  trust  them  from  year  to  vear. 

Question.  Are  white  men  in  the  habit  of  paying  debts,  when  of 
twenty  or  thirty  years'  standing? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know.  From  my  own  knowledge,  I  have  never 
known  a  debt  of  that  kind  to  be  presented  to  a  white  man  for  payment 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  claims  against  these  Indians? 

Answer.  The  "mission"  had  some  chiims  against  them,  but  I  bad 
none. 

Question.  Are  the  Indians  in  the  habit  of  selling  their  furs  to  the 
traders  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Does  this  trade  extend  to  buffalo  robes  and  deer  skins? 

Answer.  It  does.  They  nevertheless  keep  a  part  of  these  skioa  fa 
their  own  use. 

Question.  Have  you  been  intimate  with  any  of  the  traders? 

Answer.  1  have  oeeu  \tvuvu^\fi  'w'wVi  ^^wvcv  MeLeod. 

Question.  At  what.  pVace  vja^  Vie  dic^iv^XiviiYaR^'a.  ^"^  ^>x%i^sx\ 
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Answer.  At  "  Lac  qui  Parle." 

Question.  Is  he  reputed  to  be  an  agent  of  the  American  Fur  Com- 
pany? 

Answer.  I  think  not;  but  his  "m/J/?/*"  arc  from  the  fur  company,  as 
I  understand  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  American  Fur  Company  getting  these 
robes  and  skins  ? 

Answer.  They  were  taken  at  Mr.  Sibley's  and  Martin  McLeod's. 

Question.  How  many  of  the  See-sec-toans  tradt?  at  "Lac  qui  Parle" 
annually  ? 

Answer.  I  know  that  Martin  McLeod  has  an  extensive  trade  with 
them. 

Question.  Was  th(.Te  anv  treaty  ever  made  with  tin*  See-see-toan 
Indians  before,  to  your  knowledge  V 

Answer.  Not  to^iiy  knowledge;  none  that  was  ratified. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  alxnit  the  indebtedness  of  the  In- 
dians to  Martin  McLeod  ? 

Answer.  Not  certainly. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the;  memb(Ts  of  the  American 
Fur  Company? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  who  are  the  men)l)(;rs. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  Martin  McLeod  as  a  trader  at 
**  Lac  qui  Parle  V" 

Answer.  From  the  fall  of  J 846  to  1852.  He  is  still  a  trader  there. 
1  arrived  there  in  1845,  and  he  was  not  there  at  that  time,  but  came 
afterwords. 

Question.  Wen?  you  frequently  at  McLeod's  store? 

Answer.  1  was  frecjuently  there. 

Question.  What  was  the  vahuj  of  the  goods  brought  there  annually? 

Answer.  It  would  be  running  too  much  risk  to  give  anything  like  a 
definite  statement. 

Question.  Wen*  the  See-see-toans  receiving  "annuities"  from  the 
year  1841  to  1846  ? 

Answer.  They  were  not. 

Question.  Who  else  were  traders  at  ''Lac  qui  Parle?" 

Answer.  There  were  no  regular  traders  there,  but  occasionally 
others,  with  small  outfits. 

Question.  Was  Joseph  Renville  a  tradeT  there  ? 

Answer.  He  was,  when  I  first  went  there ;  but  he  died  the  spring 
following. 

Question.  Had  he  any  successor? 

Answer.  He  had  not  ? 

Question.  Was  J.  B.  Farribault  a  trader  there  ? 

Answer.  He  was  not. 

Question.  Was  Alexander  Farribault  a  trader  there  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Was  Joseph  Laframbois? 

Answer.  No.  I  think  that  Mr.  Farribault  was  in  company  with  Mn 
McLeod  for  one  season ;  and  Mr.  Lali'ambois  for  one  season.  I  kaovr 
a  Mr.  Provincelle,  but  he  was  not  a  trader. 

Questitm.  Was  Joseph  R.  Brown  a  trader  there  1 
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Answer.  He  traxlcd  on  the  upper  Stone  Lake.     H.  H.  8ibley, 
Baillev,  H.  L.  Dousman,  and  R.  McKenzie  wero  not  traders  at  tha 
place. 

Question.  What  kind  of  goods  were  usually  taken  to  "Lacqa 
Parle,"  for  tlie  Indian  trade  there? 

Answer.  Indian  clothing,  tobacco,  powder,  trinkets,  &c-;  usualb 
heavy  articles. 

Question.  How  were  such  gcKnls  usually  transported  ? 

Answer.  Th<\y  were  transported  from  "Traverse  des  Sioux"  lo 
"  Lac  (]ui  Parle"  hy  land,  in  carts  and  wagons. 

Question.  How  many  wagons  and  carts  were  usually  employed^ 

Answer.  Sometimes  from  twentv-two  to  twentv-three  in  number  i& 
sending  his  furs  down. 

Question.  How  many  wagons  and  carts  were  employed  in  briogii^ 
up  goods  to  the  trading  i>ost  V 

Answer.  About  as  many  as  he  sent  down. 

Question.  What  kinds  of  skins  and  fiirs  were  obtained  at  that  place, 
in  the  course*  of  tlu^  trade  with  the  Indians? 

Answer.  Except  ibr  a  lew  seasons,  the  trade  was  chiefly  for  buflEik) 
robes  ;  in  other  years,  besides  the  buffalo  skins,  the  trade  \^'ould  extend 
to  the  skins  of  martins,  coons,  badgers,  a  few  beavers,  some  otter, 
muskrat,  mink,  wolf,  and  fox  skins. 

Question.  What  arc  the  usual  prices  for  such  skins  as  you  have 
mentioned  ? 

Answer.  Buffalo  skins,  $3;  otter  skins,  $4 ;  Ix^aver,  $4;  martin,  $2; 
coon,  50  cents;  badger,  50  cents;  mink,  50  cents;  wolf,  50  cents ; 
fox,  50  cents ;  deer  skins,  SI ;  muskrat,  8  cents,  &c. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  carts  which  took  the 
skins  and  furs  down  numbered  as  many  as  from  twenty-three  to 
twenty-five  some  scjisons.  If  so,  how  did  these  carts  return  back 
loaded  ? 

Answer.  They  generally  came  back  loaded  with  goods  and  pio- 
visions.  Some  might  have  come  back  empty,  but  they  genemlly 
brouglit  something. 

Question.  Is  this  statement,  as  made  by  you,  the  usual  coune  of 
trade  among  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  It  is  Jit  '*  Lac  qui  Parle  ;"  that  is  the  only  trading  post  I 
am  acquainted  with. 

Question.  How  many  pounds  in  weight  would  one  of  the  carts  de- 
scribed by  you  transport  at  a  single  load  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Mr.  McLeod  averaged  them  at  about  eight  hundred 
pounds  each ;  some  would  carry  more  and  some  less. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  the  return  load  would  be  in  pio- 
visions  ? 

Answer.  On  some  trips  the  proportion  in  provisions  would  be  veiy 
large,  and  at  other  times  but  small. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  there,  depending  upon  their  sup- 
plies of  provisions  at  that  post,  besides  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  The  average  number  was  about  four  or  five,  besides  wo- 
men and  children.  Mr.  McLeod  had  a  man  there  with  his  wife  asd 
familyi  with  his  own  family,  a  part  of  the  time. 
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Question.  Do  you  think,  for  the  time  that  you  were  there,  that  as 
much  as  $200,000  in  goods  and  provisions  were  sold  to  the  Indians? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  many  traders  there  w(Te  with  the  See- 
sec-toans  during  the  six  years  you  were  there? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  probable  value  of  the  skins 
and  furs  purchased  in  the;  course  of  trade  at  Lac  qui  Piu-le  annually  ? 

Answer.  I  think  sonic  seasons  that  it  amounted  to  several  thousand 
dollars.  Two  years,  I  think,  it  went  up  as  high  as  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  perhaps  more  than  that.  During  these  years  there  were  a 
great  many  buffalo. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  the  8800  paid  to  the  "  missionaries " 
was  contracted  ? 

Answer.  It  was  brought  in  a  bill  for  damages,  on  account  of  cattle 
the  Indians  had  killed. 

Question.  Was  it  the  custom  of  the  traders  at  that  post  to  credit  the 
Indians  for  goods  and  provisions? 

Answer.  It  was.     What  pay  they  received  was  in  ibrs  and  skins. 

Question.  Do  you  know  th(^  number  of  the  Wah-pfi-toan  bands  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  the  claims  presented  against 
the  Indians  at  **  Traverse  des  Sioux  ?" 

Answer.  Nothing  definite. 

Question.  Were  you  acting  as  agent  for  the  collection  of  this  money 
for  tlie  American  board  of  missions  ? 

Answer.  I  got  my  release  from  the  American  board  in  February, 
1852. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  power  of  attorney  given  to 
Hugh  Tyler  by  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  were  ever  as  much  as 
S2OO,00U  in  goods  in  that  upper  Indian  country? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  I  mean  with  the  Indians  with  whom 
Mr.  McLeod  traded. 

Question.  Was  there  any  trading  post  between  Lac  qui  Parle  and 
Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  that  of  Joseph  Laframbois,  who  was  also  a  trader. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  ? 

Answer.  None  on  the  Minnesota  river. 

Question.  Who  was  the  trader  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  Alexander  Graham  was  there. 

Question.  Was  he  an  agent  of  the  American  Fur  Company  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Do  you  know  for  whom  he  was  trading  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  for  Henry  H.  Sibley. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  the  loads  of  the  carts  heretofore  men- 
tioned by  you  was  m  powder  and  lead  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  give  an  opinion ;  it  might  have  been  a 
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Question.  In  what  way  arc  goods  usually  sold  to  the  Indians « 
credit  ? 

Answer.  The  credit  is  given  to  them  individually. 

Question.  Upon  what  does  the  trader  rely  for  payment? 

Answer.  Usually  upon  their  furs  and  skins  for  payment. 

Question.  How  long  did  Governor  Ramsey  keep  the  Indians  waiting 
at  Traverse  des  Sioux  for  the  payment  of  their  money? 

Answer.  I   think  Governor 'Ramsey  was  there  eight  or  ten  days 
belbre  he  commenced  the  payments. 

Qu(*stion.  Did  he  not  then  commence  paying  a  few  scattered  baiids^ 

Answer-  Major  McLean  made  the  payments.  I  mean  the  "  annuity 
monev." 

Question.  State  what  you  heard  Governor  Ramsey  saj',  if  anything, 
about  the  effect  of  commencing  the  payment  to  a  low  of  the  Indians 
onl}^  or  what  was  said  by  any  other  person  on  th«it  subject  in  Iris 
presence*. 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  to  have  heard  Governor  Ramsey,  or  any 
other  person,  say  anything  on  that  subject. 

Question.  What  kind  of  provisions,  and  in  what  quantities,  were 
they  issued  to  tiie  Indians  at  that  place  ? 

Answer.  Benjnmin  Thompson  issued  the  provisions,  under  the 
authority  of  Agent  McLean. 


Mah-zah-shah,  or  Red  Iron,  a  chief  of  one  of  tlie  Set^see-loan 
bands  of  upper  Sioux  Indians,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

William  H.  Forbes  and  Alexander  G.  Huggins  sworn  as  inter- 
preters. 

His  testimony  objected  to  by  (jovernor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  nature  and  obligation  of  an  oath  as 
administered  in  the  courts  of  white  men  V 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  What  do  you  consider  the  most  binding  form  of  an  oath 
among  the  Indians  ?  ' 

Answer.  The  Great  Spirit  made  all  things.  We  lay  our  hands  upwi 
the  sacr(?d  writings  and  appeal  to  the  Great  Spirit  to  bear  witness  that 
we  speak  the  truth. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  made  you  t 

Answer.  The  Great  Spirit  made  us  all,  and  made  all  things. 

Question.  After  you  are  sworn,  what  is  the  consequence  of  not  tell- 
ing the  truth  ? 

Answer.  The  Great  Good  Spirit  would  turn  us  over  to  the  Evil 
Spirit  for  punishment. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  God  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Is  there  any  form  of  an  oath  more  binding  upon  the 
Da-ko-ta  or  Sioux  Indians  than  the  oath  just  taken  by  you  ? 

Answer.  The  most  binding  form  is  an  appeal  to  the  Great  Spiriti 
who  made  all  things,  to  witness  that  we  speak  the  trutli,  {paUuuig 
upwards.) 
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Question.  Are  you  the  chief  of  the  See-see-toan  band  of  Sioux  In- 
dians at  Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 

Answer-  I  am. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  treaty  made  with  the  See-see- 
toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  concerning  a  paper  purporting  to 
have  been  been  signed  by  tlie  Indian  chiefs  at  Traverse  des  Sioux 
distributing  their  ^^hand  monci/^  among  the  traders,  and  if  so,  state  how 
that  paper  was  obtained,  ana  all  you  know  about  it. 

Answer.  We  signed  two  papers  ;  one,  I  thought,  was  to  go  to  our 
great  father,  but  we  were  not  told  what  was  to  be  done  with  tne  other. 
We  were  not  told  what  we  signed. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  at  that  time,  in  "  open  couficil,"  request 
that  the  money  due  to  them  under  the  treaty  for  the  liquidation  of  their 
debts  should  be  paid  to  certain  traders  by  name,  or  did  they  in  any 
other  manner  designate  how  that  money  should  be  paid  ? 

Answer.  They  never  did.  The  Great  Spirit  hears  what  I  say. 
We  would  not  have  given  any  portion  of  it  to  any  trader  ;  not  even 
that  much,  (pointing  to  th(»  ends  of  his  finger  nails.)  I  had  no  trader 
to  act  for.  I  had  one  once,  Mr.  Provincelle,  but  he  is  dead,  and  I  have 
not  said  that  I  would  pay  him  anything.  Mr.  Provincelle  has  left  a 
great  many  descendants,  but  I  have  not  said  that  I  would  pay  anvthing 
even  to  them.  I  insisted  upon  having  the  money  paid  mto  our  own 
hands. 

Question.  Was  any  jniper  distributing  this  money  among  the  traders 
interpreted  to  the  Indians  at  that  treaty  1 

Answer.  Mr.  Farribault  told  me  about  it,  but  I  was  unwilling  to  any 
such  arrangement. 

Question.  Was  any  paper  to  that  effect  interpreted  to  you  at  the 
time  of  signing  it  ? 

Answer.  No  one  told  me.  E-yang-mo-nee,  or  Running  Walker, 
O-pe-en-dah,  or  Big  Curley  Head,  Ish-tah-hum-bah,  or  Sleepy  Eyes, 
E-lay-wah-ke-an,  or  Limping  Devil,  (sometimes  called  Thunder  Face,) 
Wa-min-day-ne-chah,  or  the  Orphan,  and  Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  the 
Little  Rapids  Chief,  were  there,  but  none  of  them  told  me  what  it  was. 

Question.  What  did  you  understand  that  paper  to  be,  fit  the  time  of 
signing  it  ? 

Answer.  I  have  already  said  I  thought  there  were  two  papers  ;  one 
to  go  to  our  great  father.  If  we  had  been  told  it  was  to  pay  our  debts, 
we  would  not  have  signed  it. 

Question.  Were  you  told,  or  did  you  think  it  was  the  treaty  you 
"were  signing  1 

Answer.  We  had  a  council^  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  all  of  us  that 
one  paper  w^as  the  treaty.  I  did  not  know  what  was  in  the  other  one ; 
we  thought  it  was  the  treaty.  There  were  a  great  many  "  half-hreedi'^ 
sta::ding  round,  but  we  did  not  know  that  we  were  signing  a  paper  to 
give  anything  to  them.  The  Great  Spirit  knows  that  I  speak  the 
truth. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  at  this  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  there  were  three  agents  present :  one  with  his  le^ 
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cut  off,  (Luke  Lea,  esq.,)  Governor  Ramsey,  and  the  sigent  from  df 
fort,  (Nalhjuiiel  McLean.) 

Question.  Were  you  present  last  fall  when  Governor  Ramsey  assoo- 
bled  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands,  at  Traverse  des  Sioa. 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  them  under  the  treaty  y 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question-  State  what  then  transpired. 

Answer.  (Governor  Ramsey  said  that  the  money  he  had  been  afierfe 
now  had  brought  there  altogether.     The  chiefs  and  headmen  thenheli! 
a  council,  and  iiad  a  paper  drawn  up  in  which  >vas  stated  the  amomiu 
they  wished  paid  for  their  debts,  and  the  amounts  to  their  half-breedf. 
Jind  presented  it  to  Governor  Ramsey,  who  then  said  :    "  Do  you  was 
me  to  give  you  the  country  and  the  money  also?"     He  also  told  us  re 
had  sold  our  lands,  and  that  our  great  father  wished  us  to  taketbe 
money  we  were  to  get  tor  it  and  pay  our  debts.     We  did  not  cousaii 
to  have  that  done,  and  the  matter  remains  so  yet.     It  was  our  iuttfr 
tion  to  have  given  something  to  our  half-breedB  wlio  were  brought  up 
among  us  ;  but  the  money  was  brought  down  hert^  and  paid  to  others, 
which  we  did  not  like.     We  wished  to  have  had  it  sirntnged  thert 
openly^  but  it  was  brought  away  here  and  paid  without  our  knowledge. 
When  the  money  was  brought  there,  there  were  hut  Jour  chiefs  out  ol 
sev<yn  present.     We  wanted  to  have  the  chiefs  all  together,  and  proposed 
in  the  meantime  to  go  out  upon  our  ^^fall  hunts^^^  but  our  father  (Gen- 
ernor  Ramsey)  was  in  a  hurry  and  could  not  wait.     E-yang-mo-nei'. 
or  Running  Walker,  Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  Little  Rapids  Chief,  Enay- 
w\ih-ke-an,  or  Limping  Devil,  and  myself  (Red  Iron)  were  tliere;  bu* 
Wa-min-da-ne-chah,  or  the  Orphan,  6-pe-en-dali,  or  Big  Curley  Head, 
and  Ish-tah-hum-bah,  or  Sleepy  Eyes,  were  not  present.     They  iher 

Eaid  the  annuity  money  to  the  ba?ids  of  E-yang-mo-nee  luid  E-taj'-wnb- 
e-an  first,  and  then  to  mv  band,     Wah-nok-soon-ta  left  without  hi? 
[)ay,  and  came  down  to  the  "  Little  Rapids;"  where  his  band  was  pai- 
ast  winter.     I  mean  the  ^^annvity  money."     We  were  paid  eleven 
dollars  each,  and  no  one  more  to  mv  knowledo^e. 

Question.  Were  j-ou  imprisoned  by  Governor  Ramsey,  aud  if  s". 
state  all  about  it? 

Answer.  When  I  heiU"d  that  the  money  had  come,  I  and  my  warrior? 
were  in  a  hurry  to  get  it ;  we  went  together  to  the  place,  and  there 
found  Governor  Ramsey's  wliite  soldiers  standing  around  with  th?ir 
guns.  We  then  turned  and  went  back.  Governor  Rainsey  then  ^ 
for  me,  and  1  refused  to  go ;  he  sent  for  me  again,  and  still  I  refused  ti' 
go ;  he  sent  a  third  time,  and  still  I  refused.  I  felt  bad.  The  Indian? 
then  invit(;d  me,  and  while  1  was  with  them,  David  came  with  ik 
troops  jmd  made  me  a  prisoner.  The  soldiers  then  took  me  to  the 
place  where  Governor  Ramsey  was.  The  governor  then  asked  Of 
why  I  did  not  come  when  he  sent  for  me.  I  told  him  that  I  had  cofflf 
in  a  hurry  to  see  the  money  all  together,  and  that  his  soldiers  had  k- 
fused  me  admittance ;  that  I  felt  bad  and  was  asliamcd.  GovenK)f 
Ramsey  then  said,  ^^Inoiv  put  you  asidt  as  a  chief.  ^  Well,  I  repW 
if  our  great  father  has  told  you  to  do  so,  it  is  right.  Governor  RaO" 
sey  then  told  me  to  sit  down.  I  answered  that  I  had  done  no  vrocfe 
but  as  he  told  me  to  remain  a  prisoner,  I  replied  that  I  would  do  so* 


i 


S.  Doc.  61.  95 

He  then  said  that  he  was  our  great  father,  and  as  such  he  had  done  so. 
I  remahied  a  prisoner  one  night.  When  I  came  before  the  governor 
again,  he  said,  now  let  your  warriors  cease  their  disturbances,  and  let 
things  be  (juiet.     I  said,  yes,  sir,  and  left  him. 

Question.  Wlio  was  the  person  that  came  to  you  while  you  were 
in  confinement  y 

Answer.  He  said  he  was  sent  by  the  great  father  to  see  to  his  affairs, 
and  I  went  witli  him  to  the  governor. 

Question.  Who  was  the  person  who  came  to  you  while  in  prison  and 
relocised  you  introduced  to  the  Indians  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  as  a 
person  in  authority  from  the  great  father,  to  whom  they  were  to  listen? 

Answer.  All  I  know  about  it  is  heresav  from  the  halt-breeds. 

Question.  Was  anv  other  chief  broken  of  his  chieftainship  but  vour- 
self? 

Answer.  I  was  the  only  one  I  know  of. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  new  chiefs  having  been  made  1 

Answer.  I  don't  know  of  any  chiefs  having  been  made. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  hold  any  private  councils  with 
the  chiefs? 

Answer.  None  tliat  I  know  of,  we  never  had  anv. 

Question.  Was  any  paper  signed  in  ^^  open  counciV*  in  tli(^  presence  of 
Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  personally  of  luiy,  but  I  heard  of  a  good 
deal  of  talk  and  feehng  among  the  Indians. 

Question.  What  was  this  difficulty  about? 

Answer.  During  last  summer  then*  wc^re  a  good  many  new  chiefs 
made,  and  there  was  a  jealousy  between  them  and  the  old  chiefs.  I 
was  not  present  when  tliese  new  chiefs  were  made,  but  it  was  said 
that  they  were  made  when  the)'  signed  the  amendments  to  the  treaty. 

Question.  Was- any  of  your  band  present? 

Answer.  There  were  none  of  the  young  mcMi  ol'  my  band  present — 
not  even  the  dogs. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  request  Governor  Ramsey  in  open  council  to 
pay  the  money  to  the  traders? 

Answer.  I  never  did.  I  never  told  him  to  pay  it  to  the  traders.  I 
requested  him  to  pay  it  into  our  own  hands. 

Question.  Was  you  authorised  to  speak  for  the  See-see-toan  and 
Wah-pa-toan  bands  on  that  occasion? 

Answer.  I  was  authorised  by  all  the  bands  to  speak  for  them. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  request  Governor  Ramsey  to  hold  another 
council  with  them,  before  he  paid  out  the  money  at  Mendota? 

Answer.  We  wanted  to  hold  another  council,  but  he  left  and  went 
4BLway  from  Traverse  des  Sioux. 

Question.  Was  the  governor  asked  to  hold  another  council  ? 

Ajiswer.  He  said  that  he  would  not  say  any  more  to  us.  I  asked 
him  to  remain,  but  he  would  not,  and  left  us.  .^ 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  in  open  council  sign  a  paper  protesting 
against  Governor  Ramsey's  paying  the  money  to  the  tracers,  alter  the 
governor  had  refused  to  comply  with  their  request  ? 

Answer.  They  signed  three  papers  before  agent  McLean — one  for 
powdery  one  for  provisions,  and  one  in  relation  to  the  money. 
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Question.  Was  thtit  in  relation  to  the  annuity  monej^  ? 

Answer.  It  Wiis  the  ^^ annuity  moneyJ** 

Question.  Did  you  sign  another  paper,  to  be  sent  to  the  great  father, 
protesting  against  Governor  Ramsey's  paying  the  money  to  the  traderst 

Answer.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Was  j'ou  at  a  council  lield  the  night  before  Governor  Ram- 
sey left  Traverse  des  Sioux,  when  Mr.  Huggins,  Captain  Dodd,  and 
agent  McLean  were  present  i 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Who  interpreted  at  that  council  ? 

Answer.  Joseph  Campbell  was  the  interpreter,  and  was  sworn  n 
such.  i 

Question.  Was  tliertMi  paper  drawn  up  on  tliat  occasion  to  be  sei 
to  the  great  lather  at  Washington  city  V 

Answer.  Yes.  There  was  a  paper  drawn  up,  and  the  contents  of k  J 
were  a  statement  tliat  the  mon(A'  had  not  been  paid  over  to  them  a  3 
th«'V  reiiuested,  for  their  traders  and  hall-breeds.  ■ 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  in  "o/;cw  council''^  request  Governor  RaD"  ;i 
sey,  when  he  was  present,  to  appoint  persons  to  examine  and  inveft- 
gate  the  account?  or  claims  of  the  traders  against  tliem,  and  to  deddr 
upon  their  extent,  correctness,  jmd  vaUdity  1 

Answer.  They  did  ask  him,  but  he  made  no  answer.  We  agtf 
requested  him  to  have  some  persons  appointed  to  see  to  the  correctnei 
of  the  traders'  claims  against  us,  but  he  did  not  answer. 

Question.  Who  W(Te  present  when  this  request  was  made? 

Answer.  Mr.  Henrv  H.  Sibley  and  his  friends. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  i 

Answer.  There  was  one  from  ^^Lac  qui  Parle^^  a  Mr.  Laframboiii 
and  Duncan  R.  Kennedy,  and  tliose  persons  who  Mr.  Sibley  has  cod- 
nected  with  him. 

Question.  Who  was  the  interpreter  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  Alexander  Farribault. 

Question.  Was  Joseph  Renville  there  i 

Answer.  H(^  was  there,  but  not  as  interpreter. 

Question.  Where  was  that  council  lield  1 

Answer.  At  the  house  of  Mr.  Huggins. 

Question.  At  the  council  held  at  Traverse  des  Sioux^  the  night  befo 
Governor  Ramsey  left  there,  as  you  have  stated,  when  the  paper  w» 
drawn  up  to  be  sent  to  the  gr(»at  father,  who  were  present? 

Answer.  Mr.  Huggins,  Captain  Dodd,  Mr-  Pcttijohn,  Major  McLett 
Mr.  Sweetzer,  Joseph  Campbell,  and  other  white  men — that  is  all  I 
recollect. 

Questi(3n.  Where  wjis  this  council,  of  which  you  now  speak,  held' 

Answer.  At  Mr.  Sweetzer's  trading-house.     We  could  not  write  0^ 
selves,  and  had  to  get  some  one  to  write  for  us. 
. .    Question.  Who  was  the  interpreter  ? 

Answer.  Joseph  Campbell. 

Question.  Was  that  paper  already  written,  before  you  went  '^ 
council  ?  ^ 

Answer.  We  made  the  paper,  and  then  presented  it  to  Govoo* 
Ramsey. 
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Question.  Was  this  paper  signed  by  anv  person  ? 
Answer.  We,  the  Indians,  signed  it.     We  wanted  to  see  our  money 
again,  and  we  signed  it. 

Cross  examined  by  Governor  Ramsey  and  counsel. 

Question  by  Governor  Ramsey.  Did  ycm  at  any  time  request  me  Uy 
pay  any  of  your  debts  ? 

Answer.  We  wished  to  have  all  the  money  given  into  our  own  hands, 
was  all  we  .said  to  you  nt  any  time. 

Question  by  same.  Did  the  Indians  ever  tell  me,  at  any  time,  that 
ihey  wanted  the  money  given  to  any  person  ? 

Answer.  If  you  had  said  yes  to  our  proposition,  we  wished  to  pay 
some  of  our  traders,  who  were  aniong  us. 

Question  by  the  same.  Did  you  ever  tell  me,  in  council,  to  whom  I 
should  pay  the  money,  and  how  much  ? 

Answer.  If  the  money  had  bi»en  placed  before  us,  we  would  then 
have  procured  a  list  of  our  just  debts,  and  were  willing  to  pay  them. 

Question  by  s:ime.  Did  you  ever  tell  me,  in  oiwn  council^  how  much 
you  wanted  me  to  pay  to  one,  and  how  much  to  another? 

Answer.  I  did  not  name  \\ny  one ;  but  I  wished  the  money  placed 
before  us,  and  then  for  the  traders  to  liave  brought  their  books  and 
papers  also  before  us,  so  that  we  could  have  obtained  a  list  of  our 
debts. 

Question  by  same.  Did  you  ever  bring  me  a  paper,  or  say,  in  open 
council,  that  I  should  pay  to  Mr.  Sibley  820.000,  or  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  I  never  did;  hut  piobably  the  "half-breeds  "might  have 
made  up  a  paper  of  that  description. 

Question  by  same.  Was  you  not  present  in  a  council  when  such  a 
request  was  made  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  any  thing  of  the  kind.  All  I  ever  said  about 
it  was,  to  have  the  money  in  our  own  hands. 

Question  by  same.  Were  you  never  present  when  a  paper  was  pre- 
sented, requesting  me  lo  pay  to  Mr.  Sweetzer  jJ10,(MW? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question  by  same.  Did  you  know  that  Jos(»ph  Renville  was  to  have 
$8,(W0  ? 

Answer.  We  told  you  to  pay  Joseph  Renville  openly  there,  (at 
Traverse  des  Sioux,)  but  you  brought  tht!  money  down  here.  E-yang- 
mo-nee,  or  Running  Walker,  presented  something  to  you. 

Question  by  same.  Was  you  ever  present  when  a  paper  was  pre- 
sented to  me,  asking  liir  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,000)  for  Mr. 
Sweetzer? 

Answer.  There  was  nothing  sai<l,  to  give  any  trader  anything. 

Question  by  same.  Was  you  in  the  council  when  Hanock  presented 
u  paper  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question  by  same.  Hid  you  signed  that  paper? 

Answer.  We  signed  a  pnpL»r.  It  contain ?d  what  we  wanted  done 
for  our  hall-breeds,  but  nothing  about  the  traders.     There  wa*  u  paper 
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to  give  such  nnd  such  amounts,  but  they  were  to  be  paid  in  tW 
openly.  We  intended  to  have  paid  these  amounts,  if  you  had  given  w 
the  money. 

Here  lied  Iron  corrected  his  statement,  and  snid  that,  upon  reflec- 
tion, the  paper  did  contain  something  for  the  traders.  GovemnrRah 
sey's  counsel  propounded  many  other  interrogatories  to  Red  lron,aitD 
wfielher  he  had  made  any  provision  to  pay  certain  persons,  &c.,naiaiig 
them  ;  to  all  which  he  replied,  that  he  had  done  so  last  winter. 

(Question  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel.  Was  it  on  the  paper  vU 
you  handed  to  (lovernor  Ramsey  at  Traverse  des  Sioux? 

Answer.  It  Wcos.     But  now,  I  do  not  wish  to  give  him  any.   Ill 
not  intend  it  to  pay  the  traders;  but  the  intention  was  to  givc'this 
sixne,  as  one  of  the  halt-breeds.     I  did  not  make  out  any  paperil 
Governor  Rimisey  to  nay  any  one ;  but  this  paper  haxi  a  l:sl  Qpaii. 
and  if  the  Indians  had  have  gotten  the  mdhey,  they  intended  lo  IhuI 
distributed  it,  as  was  stated  in  that  paper.     This  paper  was  notsqfKl 
by  the  Indians. 

Question  by  same.  Was  any  money  to  have  been  paid  to  Mr.Sve* 
ser,  according  to  the  provisions  of  liiat  paper? 

Answer.  It*  the  money  had  been  paid  over  to  us,  we  intended  ts 
have  given  Mr.  8weetser  some  of  it- 
Question   by  the  same.  How  much  did  you    agree   to  pay  to  Ifc 
Sweetser  1 

Answer-  I  do  not  remember  exactlv. 

Question  by  same.  How  long  has  Mr.  Sweetser  traded  with  yoQt 
Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 
Answer.  Two  winters. 

Question  by  same.  Was  Mr.  Sweetser  there  before,  the  treatri" 
1851?  ^ 

Answer.  He  was  not  tliere  before  the  treatv. 

Question  by  same.  Who  saved  the  lives  of  yourself  and  family  t 
fore  Mr.  Sweetser  came  there  V 

Answer.  Mr.  Sibley  or  his  young  men;  but  they  charged  a«  a  to 
price.  The  gmnls  started  from  Mendota,  where  Mr.  Siblej'  lived,  J 
as  they  came  up  to  us  they  kept  getting  higher  and  higher,  until  tkj 
got  up  to  one  hundred  muskrat-skins  for  a  blanket. 

Question  by  same.  Did  vou  ever  sell  anv  lurs  to  Mr.  Sweetsfft 
Answer.  The  lew  furs  we  have  killed  these  two  winters  we  hf 
given  to  him. 

Question  by  same.  W'ere  the  names  of  any  other  traders  down  up* 
thatpajK^rlf 

Answer.  Mr.  Sibley's  name  was  down,  but  we  wanted  to  p«y  * 
openly,  when  we  got  the  money  into  our  own  hands. 

Question  by  same.  Were  there  any  other  names  on  that  papert 
Answer.  Tliere  was  one  at  Lac  qui  Park,  Martin    McLeod;  v^ 
there  was  Mr.  Laframbois,  and  Mr.  Provincelle,  but  he  was  dead,  i*l 
J.  B.  Farribault. 

Question  by  same.  Wliy  was  not  Mr.  La  Blond's  name  doirn  ab>' 
Answer.  Because  he  was  dead,  and  I  did  not  like  to  pay. 
Question  by  same.  Were  there  any  other  traders*  names  down? 
Answer.  Not  that  I  recollect. 
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Question  by  same.  Was  the  name  of  S.  R.  Riggs  down  upon  that 
Miper  for  eight  hundred  doUnrs,  ($800  ?) 

Answer.  No  one  told  me  so. 

Question  by  same.  Did  that  paper  provide  for  the  American  Board 
>f  Missions  i 

Answer.  I  don't  know  anything  of  it.     No  one  told  me  so. 
Red  Iron  here  again  corrected  himself,  and  now  says  that  Mr.  Riggs' 
mme  was  down  to  be  paid,  if  paid  openly.     He  then  remarked  that 
when  they  arc  inquiring  about  so  many  things  at  the  same  time,  a  man 
iftll  forget  himself  sometimes. 

Question  by  same.  How  much  was  to  have  been  paid  to  Mr.  Sibley  ? 
R^ Answer.  Hanock,  the  man  who  wrote  it,  ought  to  know  best ;  I  do 
i6t  recollect. 
^'^Question  by  same.  How  much  was  Mr.  Riggs  down  for  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question  by  same.  Was  the  name  of  Joseph  R.  Brown  down  also? 

Answer.  It  was,  and  had  the  whole  of  the  money  been  paid,  a  great 
mauy  would  have  been  set  aside.     Mr.  Franier's  name  was  also  down. 

Question  by  same.  Did  you  sign  any  other  papers  than  those  to 
Mnjor  McLean,  the  treaty,  and  the  protest,  just  before  Governor  Ram- 
sey left  Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  to  have  signed  any  others. 

Question  by  same.  Did  you  sign  a  paper  asking  to  have  the  money 
paid  to  Mr.  Sweetser  ? 

Answer.  We  signed  a  paper  to  have  him  get  the  money,  and  to 
bring  it  to  us  openly. 

Question  by  same.  Was  that  paper  signed  in  "open  council?" 

Answer.  Yes.     The  Indians  who  came  from  Mendota  were  present. 

Question  by  same.  Did  you  appoint  him  your  commissioner  to  in- 
vestigate the  claims  olthe  traders  y 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question  by  same.  Did  you  constitute  him  your  agent  to  attend  to 
your  affairs  ? 

Answer.  We  wanted  him  to  assist  us,  and  to  take  sides  with  us ; 
the  *•  half-breeds"  were  brought  up,  and  the  traders  cheat  us,  as  you 
soy,  and  we  wanted  him  to  help  us. 

Question  by  same.  Did  you  sign  a  paper  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  We  Indians  signed  such  a  paper,  and  told  him  to  go 
with  it,  and  he  went  with  it. 

Question  by  same.  Who  was  the  interpreter? 

Answer.  Jo.  Campbell. 

Question  by  same.  Who  else  was  present  at  that  council  ? 

Answer.  We  came  down  from  Traverse  des  Sioux  and  went  to 
agent  McLean's.  Agent  McLean  was  requested  to  sign  it,  but  did 
DoU  He  wanted  time  to  think  about  iu  Two  white  men  who  were 
assisting  Mr.  Sweetser  and  Mr.  Pettijohn  were  present. 

Question  by  same.  Did  Mr.  Sweetser  come  down  with  you  from 
Traverse  des  Sioux? 

Answer.  He  came  a  part  of  the  way  with  us. 

Question  by  same.  Did  you  sign  the  amendments  to  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 
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Question  by  snme.  Did  any  person  ask  5'ou  to  come  down  from 
Traverse  des  Sioux? 

Answer.  Mr.  Sweet ser  asked  us  to  come  down. 

QuL^stion  by  same.  Did  Mr.  Sweetser  ask  you  to  sign  that  paper? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question  by  same.  Did  you  sign  the  amendments  to  the  treaty? 

Answer.  ISo. 

Question  by  same.  Did  you  try  to  get  other  Indians  to  refuse  tosigD 
them  y 

Answer.  I  did.  I  came  to  see  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  and  Wah-pa- 
k()(>-t:i  chiefs  and  liead  men,  and  none  of  them  had  signed.  I  said  to 
them  that,  our  great  father  had  gotten  our  lands,  and  now  wanted  what 
was  set  a  pail  iov  them,  and  that  1  would  not  agree  to  it.  1  then  said 
to  lh(un  that  I  had  seen  none  of  the  money  which  we  were  to  have 
received  under  the  treaty,  and  that  I  was  not  a  child  to  sign  again,  and 
tha*  to-morrow  we  woultl  go  home. 

Question  by  ihn  g  )verrnTi:^nt  commissio.Tir.  Read  this  list  to  the 
witness,  m.irked  B,  Senate  document  No.  29,  and  ask  him  which  <if 
those,  whose  names  arc  signed  thereto,  were  chiefs  and  headmen,  as 
recognized  by  the  several  bands  of  Indians  betiire  the  meeting  with 
Governor  Uiins(\v  to  sign  the  ameiuhnents to  the  treaty  f 

To  thisciueslion  there  is  no  answer? 


Alexander  G.  Huggins,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  age  and  occupa- 
tion 1 

Answer.  I  live  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Traverse  des  Sioux.  I 
I  am  filtv-one  years  old,  and  have  been  a  former  and  teacher  among 
the  Indians  since  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  (1835.)  and  upio 
eighteen  hundre:!  and  filty-two,  (1852) 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  at  the  making 
of  the  treaty  in  July  eighteen  hundred  and  fiftj'-one,  (1851?) 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  Indians  sign  the  treaty? 

Answer.  I  saw  some  few  of  them  sign  it.  Most  of  them  had  signed 
it  l»etijre  I  got  there. 

Question.  How  many  papers  did  they  sign  at  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  They  signed  two  papers.  They  had  a  shade  made  of 
brush ;  at  the  north  end  of  which  they  had  a  table  on  which  they 
signed  the  treaty. 

Question.  Who  sat  at  that  table? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  who  was  at  that  table. 

Qu?5iion.  Where  was  the  othe»r  paper  signed  ? 

Answer.  Some  eight  or  ten  lect  Irom  the  table. 

Question.  Who  presided  at  that  place  V 

Answer.  Doctor  Foster  was  there,  and  back  and  forth.    - 

Question.  Who  conducted  the  Indians  to  the  other  table  ? 

Answer.  H3  would  see  that  no  one  went  away  until  he  signed  ibo 
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spconci  pnper.  I  don't  know  who  neld  ihe  pen  with  which  the  Indians 
made  their  mnrks. 

Question.  Did  Joseph  R.  Brown  hold  the  pen  ? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  ihnt  he  held  the  first  pen,  and  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  held  the  second  pen  or  not. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  this  second  pnper  read  and  explained  to  the 
Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  it  stated  at  that  time  what  it  contained  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  clause  of  the  treaty  in  regard  to  paying 
their  deSts  explained  to  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  1  think  I  did  not.  I  did  not  have  any  interest  any  way 
io  it. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  payment  last  fall  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  At  whose  house  were  the  councils  held  V 

Answer.  At  my  house. 

Question.  Now  state  what  then  and  there  took  place  between  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  and  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Ther*  is  no  answer  to  this  question. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  this  document  on  pages  3  and  4,  Senate 
Document  No.  29,  part  1,  as  a  witness? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  signing  but  one  paper  as  a  witness, 
and  do  not  recollect  the  j)recise  contents  of  it.     My  memory  is  bad. 

Question.  Was  that  paper  explained  to  the  chiefs  I 

Answer.  That  pnpc^r  was  read  and  explained  to  them  sentence  by 
aenience  as  well  as  it  could  be  done. 

Question.  When  did  you  witness  that  paper? 

Answer.  The  night  befi»re  Governor  Ramsey  left  Traverse  des  Sioux. 

Question.  Look  over  that  paper  and  see  how  many  of  those  who 
bare  signed  it  are  chiefs? 

Answer.  I  have  examined  it  and  find  the  names  of  ft.ur  chiefs  on  it. 

Question.  Are  the  others  on  the  list  headmen  and  soldiers? 

Answer.  They  are.     The  next  lour  are  headmen. 

Question.  Look  at  the  receipt  on  page  7,  Senate  Document  No.  29, 
pan  2,  and  say  how  many  of  these  mjn  are  chiefs  who  have  signed  the 
receipt? 

Answer.  E-ta-wa-kr»-an,  Thunderface,  or  Limping  Devil,  is  the  only 
chief  who  was  recognized  as  such  at  the  making  of  the  treaty.  At  the 
lime  of  the  payment  was  the  first  time  that  I  ever  heard  of  imy  more 
of  them  being  chiefs;  and  they  are  only  two,  to  wit:  O-tak-e-ta  and 
No-hope-ton. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Joseph  Provincelle? 

Answer.  I  know  the  old  man  and  his  son,  but  not  their  first  or  Chris- 
tian names. 

Quesljon.  How  long  was  he  trading  at  that  point  ? 

Answer.  About  thirty-eight  yems — twenty  years  before  I  came  to 
t)ic  country,  as  I  learn. 
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Alxander  G.  Hugoins  cross-examined  by  Gov.  Ramsey  andooQud. 

Question.  Do  you  know  all  the  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wdh 
pa-toan  bands  of  Sioux  Indians? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  hearinir  At 
chiefs  named  over,  but  I  cannot  say  to  what  bands  they  belong.  lUt 
na-ta  was  n  chief,  the  greatest  in  the  nation,  but  he  has  been  deidi 
great  miny  years.  No-hope-ton,  or  No-rop-ton,  was  not  a  chief  to  iq 
knowledge  until  after  the  payment.  He  was  not  at  the  treaty.  (>#• 
e-ta  was  not  to  my  knowledge  at  the  treaty.  I  did  not  know  faim.  1 
knew  him  as  a  chief  after  the  payment.  He  had  a  band  with  himht 
winter,  but  I  do  not  know  him  yet.  I  was  not  in  at  the  first  part  of  lb 
signing  of  the  treaty.  1  cam 3  in  ab:)ut  the  close.  I  was  not  to  sf 
knowledge  at  any  other  of  these  councils  previous  to  the  signing  of  111 
treaty. 


Cornelius  A.  Shaffer,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Traverse  dcs  Sioux  at  the  time  Govcnwr 
Ramsey  assembled  the  Indians,  in  November  last,  to  make  the  paymeot 
of  money  due  under  the  treaty  i 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  were  you  engaged  in,  and  how  long  had  you  been 
so  employed? 

Answer.  I  was  book-keeping  for  Mr.  Sweetser  for  six  months. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  councils  held  with  the  Indtaos 
by  Governor  Ramsey  i 

Answer.  I  was  at  some  of  them. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs,  in  open  council,  direct  Govcnwr 
Ramsey  how  they  wanted  tlie  money,  due  to  them  under  the  treaTft 
paid? 

Answer.  I  was  present  in  council  when  they  directed  him  topqfit 
to  themselves;  the  governor's  reply  I  do  not  recollect.  He  dxivi 
pay  the  money  at  that  council.  1  was  not  present  at  any  other  coancil 
when  they  demanded  it  from  him. 

Question.  Look  at  Senate  Document  No.  29,    part    1st,   and 
whether  you  were  pn^scnt  when  that  protest  by  the  Indians  was 
by  them. 

Answer.  1  was,  and  signed  it  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Wjis  that  p:iper  signed  in  **()[)en  council"? 

Answer.  It  was  signed  in  "open  council,"  the  night  before  Governor 
Ramsey  leii  Traverse  des  Sioux.  It  was  signed  at  Mr.  SweetseA 
store.  There  were  several  persons  present — myself,  Major  McLfl»i 
Milo  Persons,  Mr.  Francjuir,  A.  J.  Campbell,  David  Ohnstead,J»& 
Huggins,  A.  G.  Huggins,  and  Mr.  Holtsclaw.  I  have  a  distinct  reoot* 
lection  of  all  these  persons  being  there.  It  was  interpreted  t0  (k? 
Indians  by  A.  G.  Campbell  and  Duncan  Campbell. 

Question.  Did  that  protest  come  to  the  knowledge  of  GovWDflr 
Ramsey  ? 
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Answer.  It  was  the  same  pajier  which  the  Indians  took  to  Governor 
Riinsey  the  morning  before  he  left  Traverse  des  Sioux.  I  saw  them 
take  it  to  him,  and  went  along  with  them  myself.  I  am  not  certain 
whether  Governor  Ramsey  was  in  the  sleigh  ready  to  go,  or  whether 
he  was  just  coming  out  of  the  door.  The  Indians,  I  think,  asked  him 
to  hold  a  council.  I  did  not  perfectly  understand  the  language  in 
which  they  ma^le  the  request.  The  governor  either  told  tliem  in  reply 
that  he  had  not  time,  or  gave  them  a  decided  refusal,  and  he  then  lell 
shortly  after  fi)r  St.  Paul. 

Question.  How  many  councils  were  held  there  of  which  you  know? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say.  I  was  at  fimr;  at  three  of  them  I  was  out 
at  the  door,  and  at  one,  inside.  The  door  was  open  at  all  four  of  the 
councils. 

Question.  See  that  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  on  page  7,  Senate 
do«.ument  No.  29,  part  2,  and  state  whether  any  such  paper  as  that 
was  signed  at  any  council  where  you  were  present. 

Answer.  No-— none,  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa- 
toan  bands  of  Sioux  Indians? 

Answer.  I  know  the  seven  chiefs,  who  were  recognized  as  such,  be- 
fore, and  at  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  and  before  the  payment. 

Question.  How  many  of  their  names  appear  to  that  receipt  to 
Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  I  see  but  iioo*  Their  names  are,  E-tay-wah-ke-au  and 
Wah-na-ta.  There  are  several  names  here  who  were  spoken  of  as 
chieb  after  the  payment. 

Question.  Give  the  names  of  these  new  chiefs  of  whom  you  speak  ? 

Answer.  No-hope-ton,  and  0-tak-e-ta. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  Red  Iron  was  brought  before 
Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  I  was.  But  there  was  great  confusion,  and  I  could  not 
hear  all  that  was  said.  Not  the  half,  I  presume.  I  was  at  the  door, 
about  half  in  and  half  out. 

Question.  You  said  that  these  chiefs  were  not  known  as  such  before 
the  payment.     Do  you  know  how, or  by  whom  they  were  made  chiefs? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  except  from  what  the  Indians  told  me. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  chiefs  having  been  broken  of  their 
chieftainship  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Indian  country  ? 

Answer.  Al>out  nine  months. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  the  Da-ko-ta  or  Sioux  language? 

Answer.  A  little ;  but  knew  nothing  of  the  language  until  I  went  to 
the  Indian  country. 

Quefstion.  Did  you  know  the  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah- 
pa-toan  bands  of  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  five  at  the  time  of  the  council,  and  became  ac- 
quainted with  fuv  aiterwards. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  Indians  demanded  the  money 
of  Governor  Ramsev ;  and  if  so,  who  made  the  demand  ? 
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Answer.  It  was  one  of  the  chiefs.    But  I  do  not  now  recollect  wluck 
of  them. 

Question.  Repeat  what  the  chief  said  in  making  that  demand  of  tk 
money  1 

Answer.  Tht*  chief  asked  Governor  Rnmsey  to  pny  them  tliemooPTf 
as  stipulated  by  the  treaty. 
'  Question.  Are  you  certain  that  was  what  the  chief  said  t 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  rainy  chiefs  were  pres?nt  at  that  lime  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Repeat  the  names  of  the  seven  chiefs  of  these  hnnHs? 

Answer.  Muh-z^ih-shah  or  R<?d  Iron,  E-yjing-mo-nee   or   Runniig 

I  Walkei,  Ish-tah-hum-bah  or  Sleepy  Eves,  E-tay-\va-ke-.in  or  Lim|Kng 

I  Devil,  0-pee-cn-d,ih  or  Big  Curly  H3;id.     I   do  not  know  the  citber 

namt-s.     O-tik-ke-ta  belongs  to  the  "Little  Rapids"  band;  and  some 

recognize  him  as  a  chief. 

Question.  How  many  of  those  you  have  named  were  present  at  dm 
council  1 

Answer.  I  cnnnot  tell. 

Question.  Who  drew  up  this  protest  of  which  you  have  spoken! 

Answer.  Mr.  Sweetser. 

Question.  Who  invited  them  to  Mr.  Swcelser's  house  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Di<l  you  see  the  protest  presented  to  Governor  Ramseyt 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  the  Indinns  employ  nn  interpreter  when  they  went  to 
present  it  to  Governor  R-imsey  V 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  Who  was  the  interpreter  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  A.  J.  Cnmpbell. 

Question.  Was  there  a  duplicate  of  thtit  protest? 

Answer.  I  cannot  s:iy. 

Question.  In  whjt  lanijuniro  did  thev  speak  to  Governor  Ramssv? 

An.^wer.  In  thf?ir  own  lanuu^ige  ;  and  1  heard  the  interpreter  explain 
it  to  Governor  Rimsey.  I  don't  know  who  addrrsse<l  the  governor, 
whether  it  was  Mr.  Sweetser  or  A.  J.  Campbell. 

Question.  What  was  A.  J.  Campbell's  employment? 

Answer.  He.  was  an  interpreter,  and  employed  by  Mr.  Sweetser? 

Qut*stion.  Was  Governor  Rimsey  about  to  leave  Traverse  des  Sioux 
!  when  the  protest  was  presented  to  him  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  said  before  that  I  did  not  rccoHfct 
whether  he  was  in  tlie  sleigh  or  was  just  coming  out  of  the  door.  It 
was  (juite  early. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  Indian  country  before  the  treaty  of  Tra- 
verse  des  Sioux  ? 

I"    •  Answer.  N«).     I  came  there  about  a  yenr  after.     I  mean  hy  rccng* 

nized  chiefs  such  as  the  Indians  themselves  recognized  as  such. 
;  •  Question.  Wiis  that  the  most  suitable  place  at  which  to  hM  t 

\  council? 

i  Answer.  It  was  the  most  convenient  house. 


i 
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Question.  Did  Red  Iron  make  Mr.  Sweetser's  house  his  headquarters 
nrhile  there  ? 

Answer.  No.     He  made  his  own  lodge  or  tent  his  headquaitcrs. 

Question.  Who  came  to  Traverse  des  Sioux  with  Governor  Ram- 
sey ? 

Answer.  Major  McLean,  Hugh  Tyler,  and  Mr.  Fillmore  came  there, 
but  I  cannot  say  whether  they  came  with  Governor  Ramsey  or  not. 

James  Wells,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  treaty  at  Mcndota,  August  t5, 
1861? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  payment  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Were  vou  a  creditor  of  the  Mcd-a-wa-kan-loan  Indians? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Have  you  your  books  here  at  this  time  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  get  of  the  money  paid  to  the  creditors 
of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands? 

Answer.  A  Hltle  upwards  of  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Who  paid  you  that  money  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  there,  and  cannot  say  who;  but  jt  was  paid. 

Question.  Wlio  passed  it  to  jour  credit  ? 

Answer.  H^nry  H.  Sibley. 

Question.  Was  that  sum  due  to  you  individually,  or  was  it  as  agent 
K>r  others? 

Answer.  It  was  due  to  me  individually. 

Question.  How  many  years  was  it  accumulating? 

Answer.  Seventeen  vears. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  get  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  ($15,000,) 
IB  set  forth  in  that  list? 

Answer.  The  scarcity  of  ibnds,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Was  any  deduction  made  tor  agents  ? 

Atiswer.  I  understood  there  was. 

Question.  How  much  ? 

Answer.  Fifteen  per  cent. 

Question.  Who  did  tliat  per  centage  go  to  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  To  wliom  was  this  power  of  attorney  signed  by  you  given? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  it? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  get  any  money  from  the  Wah-pa-koo-ta-band? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Who  paid  that  money  to  you? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say.     It  was  paicl  and  passed  to  my  credit. 

Question.  Who  did  you  settle  with  ibr  it? 


J 
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Answer.  Mr.  Henry  11.  Sibley. 

Qiipstion.  W.'is  that  money  due  in  your  own  right,  or  as  partner  w]& 
some  other  person  i 

Answer.  In  my  own  right. 

Question.  Where  were  yon  at  the  time  of  this  payment? 
I  Answer.  At  my  residence  at  L:ike  Pepin. 

Question.  Did  you  owe  this  money  to  H.  H.  Sibley? 
Answer.  I  did. 

Cross-examined  by  Governor  R-.imsey  and  counsel. 

Question.  Did  you  authorize  this  money  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  SiUejT 

Answer.  I  authorized  it  to  be  paid  to  H.  H.  Sibley,  and  also 
signature  for  me. 

Question.  Was  this  account  of  fiPieen  thousand  dollars  due  to  yn! 

Answer.  It  was ;  but  seven  thousand  dollars  have  been  paid.  I 
have  been  with  the  Indians  twenty-eight  years,  and  speak  toe  Snx 
language. 

Question.  Did  you  attend  the  treaty,  and  if  so,  please  say  whatw 
said  by  the  Indians  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  their  debts? 

Answer.  They  asked  Governor  Ramsey  in  "open  council**  todoia 
They  objected,  in  two  instances,  to  signing  the  treaty,  unless  there  im 
some  provision  mad<;  tor  the  payment  of  their  debts.  There  was  ai 
appropriation  made  in  the  treaty  for  paying  their  debts,  and  out  of  thii 
appropriation  each  trader,  whose  claim  was  considered  just  by  the 
Indians,  was  to  be  paid. 

Question.  Had  this  money  been  paid  to  the  Indians,  would  thejiin 
your  juilgment,  have  paid  their  debts  V 

Answf!r.  The  disposition  they  first  expressed  was  lo  pay  their  debUi 
I  think  if  they  had  received  the  money  they  would  have  bought  wifkej 
and  horses,  and  their  debts  would  have  been  badly  providc*d  tor.  Ttcj 
would  not  have  kept  on  liand  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  dollars  with  wWck 
to  have  paid  tlioir  debts,  nor,  in  my  judgment,  that  many  cents;  not 
would  they  have  kept  anything  for  their  removal  and  subsistence. 

Question  by  the  government  commissioner.  Which  of  these  atate* 
ments  do  you  believ(»y 

Answer.    I  beli(»ve  both.     There  were  new  influences  brought  to 
bear  upon  them  and  they  were  made  damned  rascals- 
Question.  Why  did  you  not  swear  to  your  account? 

Answer.  I  was  not  there  at  the  time.  When  I  left,  I  nsked  in  the 
presence  of  Governor  Ramsey  if  lher(?  was  any  testimony  required OQ 
my  part.  Whether  Governor  Ramsey  replied  or  not  1  cannot  «ay» 
But  some  one  said  it  was  not  necessary ;  that  my  man's  testimony  waJ 
sufficient. 

Quesiion.  Did  you  sell  that  amount  to*  these  Indians  yourself? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Was  this  clerk  you  mention  there  with  you  for  seveaSO 
years  ? 

Answer.  Not  all  the  time. 

Question.  Hiw  long  was  he  with  you? 

Answer.  Fourteen  years  and  some  months,  but  he  was  gone  MDC- 
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times  for  two  or  three  years  nt  a  time  from  me  during  the  time ;  he  was 
trading  five  or  six  years  during  this  time  for  himself. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  present  a  bill  of  items  to  any  person  for  this 
claim  agiiinst  the  Indians? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  in  open  council  request  that  you  should 
be  paid  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  ($15,000?) 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Where  and  when? 

Answer.  At  Mendota,  in  the  council  room,  in  August. 

Question.  Before  whom  did  they  make  that  request? 

Answer.  Before  the  government  commissioners. 

Question.  Who  were  the  c(»mmissioners  of  whom  you  speak? 

Answer.  Colonel  Lea  and  Governor  Ramsey.  The  appropriation  to 
pay  off' their  debts  was  made  in  open  council.  Then,  the  night  follow- 
ing, the  Indians  came  together  and  investigated  the  claims  of  the 
traders,  and  cast  off*  such  of  the  debts  as  they  thought  unjust,  and 
mentioned  the  sums  to  be  paid  out  of  this  appropriation  in  satisfaction 
of  such  debts  as  they  considered  just.  And  then  and  there  it  was  that 
they  wished  me  to  receive  fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  my  debts  against 
them. 

Question.  Did  they  sign  a  paper  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  wnether  they  did  or  not. 

Question.  How  were  llie  commissioners  to  be  told  of  this  under- 
fltanchng  ? 

Answer.  This  paper  was  to  be  taken  to  the  commissioners  in  the 
morning. 

Question.  Was  there  a  paper  signed  by  the  Indians? 

Answer.  The  treaty  being  signed,  I  came  away. 

Question.  Was  there  a  paper  signed? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Who  were  present  when  the  Indians  acknowledged  an 
indebtedness  to  you  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  (815,000?) 

Answer.  I  think  a  good  many  were  present.  Mr.  Sibley,  Alexander 
Farribault,  Alexis  Badley,  senior  and  junior,  Mr.  Moore,  and  many 
others.     I  do  not  know  that  I  can  name  them  now. 

Question.  Did  they  all  have  claims  against  the  Indians,  as  well  as 
yourself? 

Answer.  Manv  of  them  had. 

Question.  Did  Wabasha w  acknow- ledge  to  owe  this  sum  to  you? 

Answer.  No.     I  never  traded  with  him. 

Question.  Did  Wah-koo-ta  ? 

Answfr.  Yes. 

Question.  In  whose  presence  did  he  make  that  acknowledgment? 

Answer.  In  the  presence  of  those  persons  named  aljove. 

Question.  Can  you  exhibit  to  me  the  items  of  that  bill  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Will  you  do  so  shortly? 

Answer.  I  will  when  you  wish  it. 

Question.  When  did  your  trading  commence  with  these  Indians) 
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Answer.  In  1837,  with  the  "  Re:l  Wing"  bind. 

Qu;^slion.  Which  banrl  owed  you  this  sum? 

Answer.  The  Red  Wins:  band. 

Qijesti')n.  Whf)  are  the  chiels  of  that  band? 

Answer.  Wah-coo-ta  and  Iron  Cloud. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  file  a  bill  of  particulars  of  your  account? 

Answer.  I  h.id  my  books  there  on  the  ground. 

Question.  Did  you  exhibit  the  b  xiks  to  the  commissioners  ? 

Answer.  They  were  not  called  for. 

Question.  Hiw  many  Indians  are  there  in  the  Red  Wing  band? 

Answer.  From  three  to  four  hundred. 

Question.  H  )w  many  are  women  and  children? 

Answer.  I  think  two-thirds  are  women  and  children? 

Question.  Did  they  sell  you  their  furs  and  skins  from  year  to  year? 

Answer.  Thev  did. 

Question.  About  what  amount? 

Answer.  One  thousand  dollars'  worth  and  upwards,  annually,  in 
mDney  and  furs  together. 

Question.  Who  made  the  entries  in  those  account  books  of  yours? 

Answer.  Joseph  B;)ison.  Most  of  them,  however,  were  made  by 
myself.  H.^  writes  his  name  ;  he  brought  in  tiie  accounts,  but  be  did 
not  m  ik2  the  entries  in  the  books. 

Question.  Why  did  he  make  his  mark  to  his  affidavit  when  he  swore 
to  the  correctness  of  your  account  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  there  at  the  time,  and  I  was  told  that  my  book 
accounts  b-jinor  there,  I  would  not  be  recjuired  to  swear  to  them. 

Question.  When  the  Indians  m  ide  this  appropriation  3'ou  speak  of, 
who  m  ide  out  the  list  of  the  names  of  the  claimants? 

Answer.  Mr.  Siblev. 

Qu:^slion.  Were  all  the  traders  present  with  their  books  of  accounts? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  except  Mr.  McKenzie.  Joseph  Boison  is  a 
Frenchman. 

Question.  Hive  you  had  a  conversation  with  Governor  Ramsey  in 
reference  to  thf»  dem  md  made  for  this  money  by  the  Indians/ 

Answer.  I  have  not. 


Dr.  Thomas  S.  Williamson,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 
8  lys  he  resides  at  Yellow  Medicine,  on  the  Minnesota  river,  in  the 
Bioux  country. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  the  Indian  country^? 

Answer.  About  eighteen  years.  1  am  a  missionary  to  the  Indians 
from  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  was  a  practising  physician  before  I 
came  out  to  the  Indian  country.  I  have  made  it  my  business  lo  learn 
their  language,  and  I  can  speak  it  pretty  well,  and  have  no  difficulty 
in  talking  with  them,  although  I  do  not  understand  it  as  well  as  some 
Others. 

Question.  Were  you  present,  in  1851,  nt  Traverse  des  Sioux,  when 
Ch3  treaty  of  the  23J  July,  1851,  was  made  with  the  Sioux  Indians? 
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Answer.  I  signed  it  ns  a  witness  and  was  there. 

Question.  Did  you  witness  any  other  paper  than  the  treaty? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Look  at  Senate  Document  No.  29,  part  2,  page  22, 
marked  (A,)  and  say  w^heiher  you  signed  that  instrument  as  a  witness? 

Answer.  I  signed  this  paper;  but  the  schedule  of  the  traders'  names 
was  not  to  it  when  I  signed  it,  at  the  end  of  the  signatures.  The  In- 
dians had  Jill  signed  it  beibre  I  signed  it.  The  names  of  the  traders, 
and  amounts  of  indebtedness,  have  all  been  added  to  it  since.  This 
paper  was  signed  at  the  same  time  the  treaty  was  signed,  and  Gover- 
nor Ramsey  and  Luke  Lea  were  present  when  both  the  tieaty  and  this 
raper  were  signed.  I  thought  it  was  another  copy  of  the  treaty  when 
hrst  saw  the  Indians  sign  it.  As  I  walked  down,  I  was  told  that  it 
was  a  difFrfrent  paper  from  what  I  supposed  it  to  be.  Some  Indians 
who  signed  the  treaty  told  me  that  they  did  not  know  what  it  was  they 
had  been  signing.  I  then  went  back  and  examined  it.  When  I  went 
back  and  went  into  the  tent  where  it  was,  I  asked  for  it,  and  it  was 
handed  to  me  ;  I  read  it,  and  asked  for  the  schedule.  They  told  me  it 
was  not  completed.  Most  of  the  traders  were  presc*nt — Mr.  Sibley, 
Mr.  Dousman,  Mr.  Brown,  and  others.  Governor  Ramsey  was  not 
present  when  they  handed  it  to  me.  My  impression  is  that  none  but 
traders  were  in  there,  who  were  interested  in  it.  I  lianded  it  back  and 
left  the  tent.  I  saw  Mr.  Dousman  have  a  paper  in  his  hand,  and  he 
had  names  and  figures  on  it,  which  I  suppose  was  the  list  or  schedule 
of  the  traders'  names,  and  the  amounts  claimed  by  them. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  treaty  read  and  explained  to  the  Indians 
at  the  time  they  signed  it  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  it  read  to  them  only  in  their  own  language. 

Question.  Was  this  paper,  which  is  witnessed  by  you,  explained  to 
the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  in  my  presence,  nor  when  they  signed  it.  I 
asked  if  the  Indians  understood  it.  I  think  Mr.  Sibley  said  that  it  had 
been  fully  explained  to  them,  or  ^omc  one  said  so. 

Question.  How  long  after  you  had  signed  this  Traders'  Paper  was 
it  beibre  you  went  back  to  see  its  contents,  as  you  have  mentioned  ? 

Answer.  It  was  perhaps  about  two  hours,  and  then  it  wjs  that  Mr. 
Sibley,  or  some  one  else,  said  it  had  been  fully  explained  to  the  Indianr. 

Question.  Who  had  the  possession  of  this  paper  you  witnessed? 

Answer.  Joseph  R.  Brown  had  it  on  the  head  of  a  bairel  or  on  a 
board  on  the  barrel.  It  was  in  the  presence  of  Governor  Ramsey  and 
all.  It  was  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  the  place  where  the  treaty 
was  being  signed. 

Question.  Explain  the  manner  in  which  these  papers  were  signed. 

Answer.  The  chiefs  came  forward  in  the  order  of  the  chiels  ;  they 
signed  two  copies  of  the  treaty  ;  and  then  some  person  tO(?k  them  to  the 
Traders*  Paper  for  their  signature. 

The  whole  of  the  whites  about  there  understood,  and  I  think  the 
Indians  did  also,  that  they  were  to  provide?  in  the  treaty  ii>r  paying 
their  debts.  Indeed  it  was  understood  that  no  treaty  could  be  made 
without  the  assistance  of  the  traders.  The  traders  fn  quently  urged 
the  ^Indians  to  make  the  treaty,  as  they  were  in  debt,  and  there  was  no 
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way  to  pay  it  unless  they  made  the   treaty.     The  Indians  were  op- 

tiosed  to  m  iking  such  a  treaty.  They  were  willing  to  make  a  treaty, 
)ut  not  that  treaty.  Tiiey  were  willino;  to  sell  a  part  of  their  lands, 
but  not  all  the  government  wanted.  They  were  willing  to  sell  a  strip 
of  land  along  the  Mississippi  river,  but  did  not  want  to  sell  so  large  a 
tract  of*  country  qs  the  government  wanted. 

We  had  a  claim  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  ($800.)  or  more,  against 
them  for  cattle  killed  before  the  treaty.  The  Indians  I  mentioned  il 
to  said  they  wanted  me  paid.  We  never  presented  the  claim  to  the 
Indians  in  open  council,  or  otherwise.  It  was  only  presented  to  the 
commissioners,  and  I  was  paid  afterwards  by  Mr.  Sibley,  mostly  in 
drafts  given  by  me  on  him,  and  all  I  received  in  money  was  in  gold 
and  silver  currency. 

I  believe  a  single  trader  could  have  prevented  the  treaty.  Without 
the  influence  of  the  whole  of  the  traders,  I  do  not  believe  the  treaty 
could  have  been  made. 

At  one  time  Commissioner  Lea  talked  strongly  of  going  away.  I 
was  present  during  all  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  and  of  this  Traders' 
Paper,  and  this  last,  or  Traders'  Paper,  was  not  explained  to  tbem  at 
any  time. 

Question.  Look  at  the  Indians'  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  on  page 
seven.  Senate  document  No.  29,  and  say  which  are  chiefs  and  which 
are  not. 

Answer.  Thunder  Face,  or  Limping  Devil,  is  a  chief ;  Wah-nok-soon- 
ta  is  a  young  chief.  His  father,  of  that  name,  is  dead,  but  I  have  un* 
derstood  that  he  was  now  recognized  as  a  chief.  Wah-na-ta  is  a  chief. 
These  are  the  names  of  four  of  the  chiefs  here ;  the  others  I  do  not 
know.  Some  of  the  others,  I  think,  are  now  on  the  pay-list  as  chiefs. 
Three  of  the  chiefs  who  signed  the  treaty,  are  all,  I  tind,  on  Grovenior 
Ramsey's  receipt.  Some  of  them  were  not  there  when  the  treaty  was 
signed,  who  I  now  know  as  chiefs,  and  who  are  now  recognized  ns 
such.  It  was  Sleepy  Eyes  who  said  that  he  wanted  his  son  to  be 
recognized  as  a  chiell 

Question.  Are  those  who  signed  Governor  Ramsey's  receipt  a  ma- 
jority of  the  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Sioux 
Indians  ? 

Answer.  There  are  eleven  chiefs  paid  at  the  "  Redwood"  agency 
this  month  by  agent  Murphy,  or  on  his  list  for  payment,  and  there  are 
twelve  names  on  Governur  Ramsey's  receipt;  but  only  seven  certain, 
or  perhaps  eight,  are  the  same  as  those  on  agent  Murphy's  pay-list  as 
cbieis.     One  is  only  a  first  soldier. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  seven  or  eight  wore  recognized  as 
chiefs  by  theii  bands,  prior  to  the  payment  last  fall? 

Answer.  Four,  certain  ;  but  there  are  names  I  do  not  know  on  that 
list. 

Dr.  Thomas  S.  Williamson  cross  examined  by  Governor  Ramsey 
and  counsel. 


Question.  Do  you  remember  distinctly  who  was 
the  2radirs^  Pajxr  was  signed  ? 


at  the  table  where 
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Answer.  Jo.sepb  R.  Brown. 

Question.  Was  Commissioner  Lea  or  Governor  Ramsey  at  that 
table  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Was  there  much  noise  and  confusion  at  that  table? 

Answer.  No  noise,  except  the  passing  and  repassing  of  the  Indians 
i¥ben  they  signed  the  paper. 

Question.  What  was  Governor  Rnmscy  doing  at  this  time? 

Answer.  He  was  sitting  looking  at  them  sign  the  treaty. 

Question.  Did  it  not  take  all  the  attention  of  Commissioner  Lea  and 
Governor  Ramsey  to  see  to  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  and  to  attend  to 
the  Indians  in  thiit  quarter  ? 

Answer.  Their  attention  was  doubtless  given  to  the  signing  of  the 
treaty. 

Question.  Were  there  not  medals  given  to  the  Indians  as  they  signed 
.  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  certainly.  They  were  given  some  time 
"Virhile  they  were  there,  and  before  they  left  the  council. 

Questicm.  Did  you  see  Governor  Ramsey  at  the  table  where  this 
Traders'  Paper  was  signed  at  all  ? 

Answer.  He  was  not  at  it  until  after  the  signing  was  finished. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  at  the  table  where  this  Traders'  Paper 
was  signed,  alter  the  signing  was  concluded? 

Answer.  I  have  no  remembrance  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  at  that  table,  where  the  Traders'  Paper 
was  signed,  at  any  time  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  remembrance  of  having  seen  him  there. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  they  signed  three  papers  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  two  of  those  papers  duplicate  copies  of  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  read  them,  but  supposed  ikey  were.  One  copy 
I  heard  read.  The  third  paper  was  the  one  signed  where  Joseph  R. 
Brown  was. 

Question.  Did  you  remain  there  until  all  these  papers  were  signed» 
and  the  council  adjourned? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Are  yon  certain  that  there  are  eleven  chiefs  of  the  See-see- 
toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  l)ands? 

Answer.  My  knowledge  that  there  are  eleven  chiefs  was  derived 
from  the  agent's  roll  on  my  way  down  to  this  place. 

Question.  Do  the  chiefs  have  unlimited  power  over  their  bands? 

Answer.  They  have  very  little  power.  They  are  mostly  influenced 
by  their  young  men. 

Question.  Is  not  the  power  of  the  chiefs  so  very  limited,  that  a  hhlf 
a  dozen  of  the  yoimg  men  can,  at  any  time,  interrupt  any  business  car- 
ried on  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  they  can. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  Indian  character,  do  you  be- 
lieve that  if  this  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars 
(S275,00U)  had  been  paid  to  them,  they  would  have  paid  their  debts 
with  any  part  of  it? 
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Answer.  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  they  wculd  not ;  that  is,  ll»y 
would  not  have  paid  all.  They  might  have  paid  a  part,  and  I  suppose 
would;  but  not  all. 

Question.  Look  at  Senate  Document,  No.  29,  page  3,  part  2,  al 
say  who  tire  chiefs,  of  the  names  signed  to  that  paper  ? 

Answer.  The  first  lliree  are  chiefs;  the  others,  or  most  of  them, « 
not  chiefs.  I  know  most  of  the  others,  and  they  are  not  chieis.  Then 
arc  some  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Sr»e  Senate  Document,  No.  29,  part  2,  pages  15, 16,aDl 
17,  and  say  how  many  are  chiefs  whose  names  are  signed  to  thai 
paper  i 

Answer.  There  are  three  chiefs  on  that  paper.      The  others  I  do  not 
know.     There  are  some,  nevertheless,  who  are   men  of  considerabk 
inHu'jnce.     The  chiefs  are  M;ih-z:ih-shah,  E-3'ang-mo-nee,  andWatj 
nok-soon-ta.     I  probably  know  the*  most  of  them,  if  their  names  wen 
corn?ctly  spelled. 

Question  by  government  commissioner.  From  your  knowledge  of  tk 
character  of  white  men,  do  you  beheve  they  would  have  paid  allthdr 
debts  under  similar  circunjstances,  which  were  from  fifteen  to  tbirtf 
years'  standing? 

Answ(M.  I  answer,  that  some  white  men  would  pay,  and  some 
would  not. 

Que  stion.  Do  you  mean,  that  if  the  money  had  been  paid  to  the 
chiefs  according  to  the  treaty,  that  they  then  would  not  have  paid  their 
debts  1 

Answer.  I  mean,  that  if  it  had  been  paid  to  them  in  "open  council," 
that  they  would  have  paid  but  a  small  part  of  their  debts  with  iu  I 
want  that  word  ^^ojwn  cuu/tcir^  to  go  down. 
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William  Quixn,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Are  you  a  halt-breed '? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Qu(?stit>n.  T«)  what  band  are  you  related? 

Answer.  I  am  not  a  Sioux  halt-breed,  nor  related  to  any  band  d 
Sioux  Indians. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  money,  under  the  treaty  at  Mendota,  asa 
Sioux  hall-breed  i 

Answer.  I  received  money  in  right  of  my  wife  as  such. 

Question.  Who  paid  ytm  that  money  i 

Answer.  Hugh  Tyler. 

Que^stion.   How  much  did  vou  receive? 

Answer.  Four  hundred  and  twenlv-tivc  dollars. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  liinds  did  you  receive  it  ? 

Answer.  In  paper  money. 

Question.  On  what  bank? 

Answer.  I  think  on  some  of  the  banks  of  New  York. 

Question.  By  whonj  were  you  paid,  and  what  per  centage  woidc- 
^ducted  liom  the  amount  paiil  to  you  V 
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Answer.  1  was  paid  by  Hugh  Tyler,  and  he  deducted  Ji/ieenj9er  cent. 

Question.  Did  you  appoint  Hugh  Tyler  your  attorney,  to  clraw  this 
tnoney  from  Governor  Kamsey  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  What  "band"  was  your  wile  related  to? 

Answer.  To  Little  Crow's  band,  and  the  Lac  qui  Parle  band  also. 

Question  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel.  Did  you,  or  Mr.  Steele, 
:«ceive  this  monev  ? 

Answer.  I  received  it  myself,  and  then  turned  it  over  to  Mr.  Steele 
%t  the  same  time. 

Question.  Can  you  read  and  write  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  See  tliis  paper,  which  is  dated  December  11,  1852,  now 
ihown  to  you,  and  say  if  that  is  your  signature  ? 

Answer.  It  is  my  signature.  When  I  signed  this  paper,  I  thought  I 
was  signing  a  receipt  lor  the  money  I  was  receiving  from  Hugh  Tyler. 
It  was  not  explained  to  me  before  I  signed  it.  I  did  not  read  it  at  the 
time. 

Question.  Did  you  suppose  that  you  were  signing  a  duplicate  receipt? 

Answer.  I  did.  I  believed  I  was  to  receive  five  hundred  dollars.  I 
::an  read. 

Question.  Do  you  usually  sign  papers  before  you  read  them  ? 

Answer.  Sometimes  I  do,  and  sometimes  I  do  not. 

Question.  Where  were  you,  when  you  signed  that  paper  ? 

Answer.  In  Henry  H.  Sibley's  back  office. 

Question.  Who  were  present  at  that  signing  ? 

Answer.  H.  L.  Dousman,  H.  H.  Sibley,  Hugh  Tyler,  and  Franklin 
Steele. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  whether  that  paper  was  read  to  you  or 
not? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  the  contents  of  that  paper,  when  you 
signed  it? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  it  was  explained  before  it  was 
signed  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  When  we  were  going  to  Mendota  with  Hugh 
Tyler,  he  said  that  some  of  the  half-breeds  had  appointed  him  their 
attorney,  to  receive  their  money ;  and  I  answered  him  that  it  was  tlie 
first  I  had  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Was  this  before  the  payment  ? 

Answer.  It  was  before  I  received  my  money. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  reply  you  made  to  Hugh  Tyler  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Why  did  you  go  to  Hugh  Tyler  to  get  your  money  ? 

Answer.  I  was  told  that  he  was  paying  the  money. 

Question.  Did  you  not  say  to  Franklin  Steele,  at  Mendota,  after  you 
had  signed  the  power  of  attorney  to  Hugh  Tyler,  that  you  had  author- 
ized Tyler  to  receive  your  money  from  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  I  recollect  telling  Franklin  Steele  that  I  wanted  to  deposite 
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Answer.  I  lold"  Mr.  Tyler  thru  I  wantrd  to  depositc 
Mr.  Steele's  hiuids. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  wliether  Mr.  Steele  r«iue 
to  pny  tile  money  due  to  you  in  gold  or  silver,  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  (lt»  not  reniemlxT  whether  Mr.  Steele  usi 
silver  or  not ;  but  Mr.  Tyler  iiskrd  Mr.  Steele  which  he  p 
money  or  gold.  I  rt'|ilied  that  I  supjMised  it  woultl  not 
ftTfiici',  as  I  presumed  ihe  prijter  money  wjis  good. 


Henry  Jacksott,  sworn  and  exnmined  as  a  wi 

Question.  Wlierc  do  yon  reside  * 

Answer.  At  Maukato,  Minnesota  Tcrrritory. 

(Question.  What  is  your  age  1 

Answer.  I  am  going  un  filty-two  yeju^  old. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  July,  ] 
trfaty  lielween  llie  United  Stales  and  the  Sce-see-toaii 
loan  bands  of  Sioux  Indirrns  was  made  and  signed? 

Answer.  I  «iis. 

Question.  Did  j'ou  sign  it  as  a  witness? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  How  many  papers  did  you  witness  on  that  < 

Answer.  Two  papers. 

Question.  Look  at  Senate  document  29,  part  2,  pngi 
marked  A,  and  secit'your  name  is  to  that  paper  as  a  wii 

Ansiv..r      I   .1,.  c.^  it     Ki.t   T   )v.Vf>  t,r.  rt^-r^U^t.nn   r^V  ^l.^; 
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Question.  Did  you  hear  the  Indians  there  in  open  council  ask  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  for  the  money  due  under  the  treaty  of  1851? 

Answer.  All  I  heard  was  the  Indians  ask,  through  the  interpreter,  to- 
have  the  money  paid  down  before  them ;  but  this  was  at  the  treaty,. 
and  not  at  the  payment.     I  alluded  to  the  treaty  at  Mendota. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  Governor  Ramsey  replied  ? 

Answer.  The  commissioner's  reply  was,  that  this  would  be  settled 
by  their  great  father. 

Question.  Who  paid  out  the  money  to  the  traders  and  half-breeds  at 
Mendota  last  fall  t 

Answer.  Hugh  Tyler  paid  out  all  that  I  saw  paid. 

Question.  What  kind  of  funds  were  paid  out  by  Hugh  Tyler?  -  y 

Answer.  It  was  paid  out  in  paper  funds,  I  believe,  on  the  Manhattan 
Sank  of  New  York.     There  was  also  another  bank — ^the  Merchants'  or     ^v'*^ 
Mercantile,  I  believe — some  of  the  New  York  banks. 

Question.  Were  you  present  during  the  whole  time  of  the  pay- 
ment? 

Answer.  No ;  not  during  the  whole  payment. 

Henry  Jackson,  cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel* 

Question.  Were  there  any  councils  held  at  which  you  did  not 
attend  ? 

Answer.  I  was  present  at  all  public  councils.  But  there  were  private 
councils  also,  as  I  underst(K)d.  I  was  present  at  one  of  them,  but  it 
amounted  to  nothing. 

Question.  Who  do  the  Indians  generally  mean  when  they  say  their 
**  great  father?" 

Answer.  The  President  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  Had  you  a  claim  against  these  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  had. 

Question.  Was  that  cLaim  allowed  to  you  ? 

Answer.  A  portion  of  it  was  allowed. 

Question.  Had  you  assigned  away  that  claim  before  the  payment? 

Answer.  I  had ;  and  gave  General  Leech  an  order  to  Henry  H. 
Sibley  for  the  money,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  were  paid  ; 
but  there  was  deducted  fifteen  per  cent. ;  the  draft  was  for  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  but  they  deducted  Ibrty-five  dollars  out  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  money  for  yourself? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  Hu^h  Tyler  tell  the  persons  to  whom 
he  was  paying  the  money  that  they  could  have  their  choice,  either  to 
take  gold  or  silver  or  paper  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  How  did  you  expect  to  get  your  money  ? 

Answer.  I  expected  that  if  the  Indians  had  got  the  money  paid  to 
them,  as  the  treaty  stipulated,  I  would  have  got  my  money,  or  more 
than  I  did  get. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  put  in  your  claim  for  at  Mendotai't  ^--^^ 

Answen  Something  over  three  thousand  dollars  ^^^^^OOVi."^    \  Ao  tdc"*?.-^^^ 
recoUect  the  precise  amount^  unless  I  could  go  and  VociW  aV  tcvN  ViOK^iA*     ^    ■ 
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Question.  Were  these  claims  against  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  had  no  account  except  against  the  Indians  them- 
selves. 

Question.  Had  the  Indians  always  paid  you  promptly  ? 

Answer.  Some  had,  and  some  had  not.  Pretty  much  like  white 
men  in  tliat  respect. 

Here  the  witness  explained  the  reason  why  he  thought  he  would 
have  done  better  if  the  Indians  had  gotten  the  money  themselves.  He 
said  it  was  because  he  was  not  admitted  into  the  councils  with  the 
traders ;  that  when  he  said  anything  they  told  him,  if  he  expected  to 
get  anything,  that  he  must  hand  in  his  account  to  Mr.  Sibley.  This 
was  at  Traverse  des  Sioux ;  and  it  was  the  same  case  at  Mendota. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  several  days  before  the 
Ireaty  was  signed  ? 

Answer.  I  was  there  prosecuting  my  claim.  I  went  up  with  the 
commissioners,  and  came  down  with  them. 

Question.  Did  you  not  fail  to  secure  your  claim  ? 

Answer.  I  was  there,  but  I  was  not  admitted. 

Question.  Is  this  your  signature  to  this  paper  [showing  him  the  paper 
called  the  "  Traders'  Paper  "]  ? 

Answer.  It  is ;  but  when  1  signed  that  paper  I  supposed  I  was 
signing  a  copy  of  the  treaty.     I  did  not  read  it. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  of  asking  any  one  to  take  care  of  your 
claim,  and  have  it  allowed  for  you  ? 

Answer.  I  did  so  tell  Mr.  Steele.  I  said  I  would  leave  him  mv 
books  and  accounts.  Mr.  Steele  said  I  need  not  leave  my  books ;  that 
I  only  needed  to  make  out  my  account  and  hand  it  to  Mr.  Sibley,  aiid 
he  would  attend  to  it. 

Question.  How  did  you  expect  to  have  your  claims  allowed  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  if  Mr.  Sibley  could  not  get  it,  it  would  be  of  n^^ 
use  for  me  to  stay. 

Question.  Then  you  did  expect  to  get  your  money  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  from  the  hall-breeds  that  there  was  some  ar- 
rangements about  it. 

Question.  Was  such  an  arrangement  made  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  I  heard  so. 

Question.  Were  you  not  satisfied  that  such  an  arrangement  had  btvn 
made  ? 

Answer.  I  was,  from  hearsay. 

Question  by  government  commissioner.  Examine  this  paper,  [tht 
"  Traders'  Paper  "  held  up  again,]  and  say  if  you  signed  that  paper, 
and  did  you  sign  it  at  the  bottom  ? 

Answer.  These  names  and  amounts  were  not  tliere  when  I  signed  it- 
I  did  not  witness  any  paper  in  the  middle  of  the  writing.  This  is  rov 
handwriting,  but  I  supposed,  when  I  signed  it,  that  it  was  a  copy  oi 
the  treaty,  as  I  was  called  to  witness  the  treaty,  and  never  was  called 
to  witness  anything  else. 
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3%c  foUmdng  is  the  evidence  of  the  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa- 
toan  bands  of  Sioux  or  Da-ko-ta  Indians,  being  the  first  six  chiefs  who 
ngned  the  treaty  of  "  Traverse  des  Sioux,^^  of  the  23d  of  Jvlyy  lo51,  in 
the  order  consecutively  as  it  was  signed  by  each. 

The  head  chief,  Wah-min-day-ne-chah,  or  the  Orphan,  a  chief  of 
one  of  the  See-see-toan  bands  of  upper  Sioux  Indians,  sworn  and  ex- 
amined as  a  witness. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  treaty  at  "  Traverse  des  Sioux,"  con- 
cluded on  the  23d  of  July,  1851  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  any  other  paper  at  the  same  time  in  open 
council  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  am  not  a  white  man,  and  do  not  know  how  to  read 
and  write.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  papers.  They  pulled  me 
by  the  blanket  and  made  me  sign  another  paper  also.  AH  1  know 
about  it  is,  that  the  traders  had  a  paper  there,  and  that  they  took  me 
along  and  made  me  sign  it.  When  I  signed  the  paper  Colonel  Lea 
had,  they  pulled  me  by  the  blanket  and  made  me  sign  another  paper, 
which  was  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  which  Mr.  Brown  had. 

Question.  Was  that  "  Traders'  Paper,"  which  Mr.  Brown  had,  in- 
terpreted to  you  before  you  signed  it  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  explained  to  me  at  all.  I  was  pulled  by  the 
blanket,  and  made  to  sign  it.     That  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Question.  Were  you  present  in  council  with  Governor  Ramsey  when 
he  came  up  to  "  Traverse  des  Sioux"  last  fall  to  make  the  payment. 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Where  was  you  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  was  north,  above  my  village. 

Question.  Did  you  have  an  understanding  in  **  open  council "  before 
you  signed  the  "  Traders'  Paper"  concerning  it  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  about  it  before. 

Cross-examined  by  Governor  Riinsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  much  money  the  Indians  were  to  re- 
ceive for  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States,  under  the  treaty  made 
at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  July,  1851? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  much  was  to  be  paid  to  the  Indians  to 
enable  them  to  subsist  themselves  for  the  first  year  after  their  removal  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  much  was  set  apart  for  farming  pur- 
poses under  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  much  was  to  remain  in  trust  for  the 
Indians? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  witnessed  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  any  white  man  sign  it. 
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Question.  How  much  land  did  you  cede  to  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  The  traders  made  a  paper  to  sell  our  land,  and  I  do  not  know 
how  much  we  sold. 

Question.  How  did  you  come  to  sign  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  The  commissioners,  Colonel  Lee  and  Grovernor  Ramsey, 
told  me  that  the  great  father  had  sent  them  up  there  to  get  a  little  por- 
tion of  our  land,  and  I  signed  it. 

Question.  Did  the  traders  influence  you  to  sign  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  The  traders  never  told  me  to  sign  it.  The  commissioners 
told  me  to  sign  it,  and  I  did  so. 

Question.  Was  the  treaty  explained  to  you  all  by  the  commissioners? 

Answer.  When  we  signed  it,  it  was  not. 

Question.  Was  it  explained  to  you  before  signing  it? 

Answer.  It  was  not. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  about  it  before  you  signed  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  it  was  explained  before  we  signed  it? 


E-YANG-MO-NEE,  Running  Walker,  or  Big  Gun,  a  chief  of  one  of  the 
Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Upper  Sioux  Indians,  sworn  and  examined  as 
a  witness. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  Julv, 
1851  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  any  other  paper  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  was  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  but  1  thought  it  was  the  custom  when  we 
sold  our  lands  to  sign  two  papers. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  paper  for  the  traders  to  get  their  pay  out 
of  the  treaty  money  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  any  more  about  it.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  paying  the  traders,  or  about  signing  a  paper  to  pay  them. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  ^^falV^  payment? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  and  the  other  chiefs  hold  councils  with  Governor 
Ramsey  at  that  time? 

Answer.  We  did. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  in  open  council  tell  Governor  Ranisey  how 
they  wanted  their  money  paid? 

Answer.  Yes.    They  did. 

Question.  How  did  they  ask  to  have  it  paid,  and  to  whom? 

Answer.  The  first  time  Governor  Ramsey  came  into  council  he  said 
he  had  all  our  money.  We  called  for  our  money  in  a  lump.  He  would 
not  pay  it.     We  demanded  it  of  him,  and  he  would  not  pay  it  to  us. 

Question.  How  many  times  did  the  chiefs  ask  for  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  rightly,  but  it  was  three  or  four  times. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  tell  you  further  about  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  what  he  said. 
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Question.  Who  was  the  interpreter  when  the  chiefs  demanded  the 
money  of  Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  A.  J.  Campbell  was  the  interpreter. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Campbell  the  interpreter  at  each  conversation  or 
council,  when^j'ou  demanded  the  money? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  When  you  called  for  your  money  in  a  lump,  what  money 
lid  you  mean  ? 

Answer.  The  money  we  demanded  was  the  two  hundred  and  scventy- 
ive  thousand  dollars.  We  demanded  it,  and  the  yearly  payment,  or 
^•annuity  money,"  also? 

Question.  How  much  was  the  "annuity  money?" 

Answer.  Forty  thousand  dollars  in  cash,  five  thousand  dollars  in 
^oods,  and  five  thousand  dolhu's  in  provisions,  for  fifty  years. 

Question.  Has  any  one  talked  to  you  about  this  matter  to-day  ? 

Answer.  No  one  has  said  anything  to  me  about  it. 

Question.  How  much  was  there  to  be  paid  for  agriculture,  &c.? 

Answer.  There  was  thirty  thousand  dollars  set  apart  for  such  pur- 
poses. 

Question.  How  much  was  set  apart  for  the  erection  of  mills,  &c.? 

Answer.  There  was,  lor  different  purposes  under  this  head,  about 
Jiirty  thousand  dollars ;  I  do  not  recollect  any  more. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  how  much  was  given,  or  to  be  given,  lor 
your  lands,  in  full  consideration  of  the  whole?     , 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  How  long  wxtc  you  to  remain  and  live  on  this  land  before 
you  were  to  leave  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  How  much  money  was  to  be  set  apart  on  which  you  were 
Lo  receive  interest,  or  annuity  money  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  but  tw^o  papers  ? 

Answer.  At  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the  treaty  I  signed  it ;  and  then       ^ 
thej''  took  me  to  another  paper  and  I  signed  that  also — supposing  that 
it  was  to  be  signed,  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it — and  then  came 
away. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  but  one  copy  of  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  I  told  you  before  that  I  signed  one  paper  which  the  com- 
missioners had,  and  another  which  the  traders  had ;  and  I  do  not  know 
whnt  it  was  I  signed. 

Question.  Who  asked  you  to  sign  the  Traders'  Paper  ? 

Answer.  They  were  missionaries,  traders,  halt-breeds,  and  whites, 
all  mixed  up  together ;  tliey  are  the  ones  I  mean. 

Question.  Did  the  commissioners  ask  you  to  sign  the  Traders'  Paper? 

Answer.  The  commissioners  never  told  me  to  sign  the  Traders'  Pa- 
per ;  but,  as  I  walked  off,  the  traders  asked  me  to  sign  another  paper. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  treaty  at  the  same  time  the  Orphan 
signed  it  ? 

Answer.  I  signed  it  first. 

Question.  Was  the  treaty  explained  to  you  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not. 
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Question.  Was  it  ever  explained  to  you,  at  any  time  ? 

Answer.  After  we  signed  the  treaty  we  came  to  Mendota,  and  then 
they  told  us  that  we  had  signed  a  paper  also  for  the  traders. 

Question.  Was  the  treaty  explained  to  you  before  or  after  signing  it, 
by  the  interpreter? 

Answer.  Mr.  Laframbois,  Mr.  Farribault,  Mr.  Bailley,  and  others 
who  I  do  not  now  recollect,  explained  it.  After  it  had  been  explained, 
we  next  went  over  to  the  commissioners  with  the  paper. 

Question.  Were  the  commissioners  present  when  the  treaty  was  ex- 
plained to  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  They  were  not. 

Question.  Was  it  ever  interpreted  to  you  in  the  presence  of  the  com- 
missioners ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  it  interpreted  in  their  presence. 

Question.  How  much  was  you  to  receive  at  tne  payment  last  fail  ? 

Answer.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 


E-TAY-WAH-KE-AN,  Limping  Devil,  or  Thunder  Face,  a  chief  of 
one  of  the  See-see-toan  bands  of  Upper  Sioux  Indians,  sworn  and  ex- 
amined as  a  witness. 

Question.  Did  you  ^ign  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  Julv, 
1851  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  any  other  paper  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  1  signed  another  also. 

Question.  What  was  the  other  paper  which  you  signed  1 

Answer.  When  I  signed  the  commissioners'  paper  I  walked  off,  and 
Mr.  Riggs  pulled  me  by  the  blanket  and  said,  here  is  another  paper, 
and  I  signed  it  also. 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  was  in  that  paper  when  vou  signed 

it? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know ;  but  I  signed  it. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  last  fall  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  in  open  council  direct  Govefnor 
Ramsey  how  they  wanted  the  money  paid  to  them,  under  the  treaty 
stipulations  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  did  they  direct  it  to  be  paid  by  him  ? 

Answer.  We  went  there  three  times,  with  seven  chiefs,  and  demanded 
the  money  to  be  paid  to  us,  and  into  our  own  hands.  Governor  Ram- 
sey would  not  pay  it  to  us,  but  said  that  he  wanted  to  pay  some  of  it 
to  the  traders ;  but  I  was  not  willing. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  the  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  never  signed  any  receipt  for  Governor  Ramsey ;  I  have 
no  recollection  of  signing  any  paper  of  the  kind.  They  sent  after  me 
seven  times,  in  the  night,  and  I  would  not  go. 
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Question.  Who  came  for  you  ? 
"5       Answer.  Mr.  Lafrainbois  and  his  son,  and  Louis  came  for  me  one 
i    night,  seven  times. 
I        Question.  Who  did  they  say  wanted  you  ? 

Answer.  They  said  Governor  Ramsey  and  Mr.  Sibley  wanted  me. 

E-TAY-WAH-KE-AN,  or  Limping  Devil,  cross-examined  by  Governor 
Ramsey  and  counsel. 

Question.  When  the  seven  bands  called  on  Governor  Ramsey  and 
demanded  the  money,  were  the  chiefs  all  united  in  that  demand  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  mean  that  we  went  there  in  open  council. 

Question.  Did  you  not  come  in  and  object,  because  you  did  not  get 
to  sign  first  at  the  treaty? 

Answer.  I  never  said  a  word  at  the  treaty.  I  signed  the  paper 
"when  I  was  called  to  do  so. 

Question.  Who  was  the  interpreter  when  you  demanded  the  money 
of  Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  It  was  A.  J.  Campbell. 

Question.  How  many  chiefs  were  with  you  when  j'^ou  demanded  the        *^j 
money?  '  '** 

Answer.  Four  of  us.  Running  Walker,  Red  Iron,  and  the  Little 
Rapids  Chief,  and  myself. 

Question.  Had  you  been  in  council  before  making  this  demand  ? 

Answ^er.  We  called  on  Mr.  Sweetser  and  asked  him  how  to  de- 
mand it. 

Question.  Had  you  been  in  council  before  demanding  it  ? 

Answer.  We  had  a  council  at  Running  Walker's  (Tepee)  tent  or 
lodge,  before  going  to  demand  it. 

Question.  Who  was  present  at  that  council? 

Answer.  I  did  not  notice  any  white  persons  there.  Red  Iron,  Run- 
ning Walker,  Limping  Devil,  Little  Rapids  Chief,  and  all  their  braves 
were  present. 

Question.  Were  tliere  any  opposed  to  this  demand  being  made? 

Answer.  We  were  all  on  the  same  side.     We  were  all  tor  getting   • 
our  money.     We  came  to  the  conclusion  in  that  council  to  demand  our  S  x 
money  in  our  own  hands,  only  three  of  the  chiefs  were  not  present.         ^f^- 

Question.  Was  you  at  any  councils  at  Fort  Snelling? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  councils  at  Mendota? 

Answer.  A  good  many  years  ago,  I  used  to  come  there  and  talk  to 
the  agent ;  about  thirty-five  \-ears  ago. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  much  you  we.To  indebted  to  tlie  traders 
"when  the  treaty  was  made? 

Answer.  My  father  died  thirty  years  Jigo,  and  I  do  not  recollect  of 
my  people  having  any  traders  since ;  and  I  did  not  wish  to  pay  the 
debts  of  those  whose  bones  have  been  crumbling  in  the  dust  since 
that  time. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  credit  with  the  traders  since  ? 

Answer.  I  was  away  o/F  on  the  ^^plains^^  w\lVi  my  \^o^\e  \v\w\t«\%i 
with  one  huadred  and  fifty  lodges  or  tepees ;  when  1  cau^l  aw  ^x^^  V 
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bought  powder  of  the  Indians,  and  when  a  trader  would  come  along,  I 
would  buy  cloth  and  blankets  of  him. 


O-PEE-BN-DAH,  OF  Big  Curly  Head,  a  chief  of  one  of  the  Wah-pa- 
toan  bands  of  upper  Sioux  Indians,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  July, 
1851  ? 

Answer.  Yes.     I  signed  it  like  the  most  of  the  chiefs. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  any  other  paper  at  that  lime? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  ot  signing  any  other  paper  but  the 
one  the  commissioners  had.  When  I  signed  that,  I  went  away,  and 
did  not  go  where  the  others  were  signing  the  other  paper. 

Question.  Was  you  present  at  the  payment  last  tall? 

Aswer.  I  was  not  there. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  the  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  Since  I  signed  the  treaty  paper,  I  have  felt  dissatisfied, 
and  never  went  nigh  them  again ;  and  have  never  signed  any  paper 
since. 

Question.  At  the  time  you  signed  the  treaty  paper,  did  not  your  son 
and  other  braves  oppose  your  signing  that  treaty? 

Answer.  Only  my  son  ;  no  other. 


IsH-TAH-HUM-BAH,  or  Sleepy  Eyes,  a  chief  of  one  of  the  See-see- 
toan  bands  of  upper  Sioux  Indians,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  July, 
1851? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  any  other  paper  at  that  time? 

Answer.  I  signed  the  commissioners'  paper,  and  as  I  came  by  the 
other  paper  they  wanted  me  to  sign  it,  but  I  did  not  do  it. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  in  the  "yoW"  of  1852? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  receipt  for  the  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars  last  fall  to  Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  I  was  not  there. 

Question.  Did  you,  in  "  open  council,"  request  (Jovemor  Ramsey  to 
pay  your  debts  to  the  traders? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 


Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  the  Little  Rapids  Chief,  a  chief  of  one  of  the 
Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  upper  Sioux  Indians,  sworn  and  examined  as  a 
witness. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  July, 
1851? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Question.  Did  you  sign  any  other  paper  at  that  time? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  was  it  about?  . 

Answer.  I  signed  one  to  send  to  the  great  father,  and  another  to  the 
traders.     They  pulled  me  along  and  told  me  to  sign  it. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  "/os^^ifl,"  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs,  in  "  open  council,"  direct  Governor  Ram- 
sey how  they  wanted  their  money  paid? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  k.  It  was  some  time  before 
[  arrived  there. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  the  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  signing  it.  All  I  know,  was, 
beading  the  chiefs  in  demanding  the  money. 

Question.  Have  you  signed  any  paper,  since  the  treaty,  for  Governor 
Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  The  only  paper  I  recollect  signing  was  when  I  was  going 
to  receive  mj"  money  from  Major  McLean. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  more  than  one  paper  before  that  to  Major 
McLean? 

Answer.  No ;  only  one  paper  at  that  time. 


Tah-hum-pah-hen-dah,  or  Sounding  Mocasin,  a  chief  of  one  of  the 
Wah-pa-toan  and  See-sce-toan  bands  of  upper  Sioux  Indians,  sworn 
and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  July, 
1851? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  any  other  paper  on  that  day  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  signed  the  paper  the  commissioners  had,  and  Mr. 
Riggs,  when  I  was  coming  away,  took  me  by  the  blanket  and  made 
me  sign  another  paper  also. 

Question.  Did  any  one  explain  that  last  paper  to  you? 

Answer.  When  I  signed  the  first  paper,  they  told  me  I  must  sign  the 
other  also ;  and  I  signed  it  like  the  rest,  without  any  explanation  as  to 
what  it  was. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  "  last  faW  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  in  "  open  council"  demand  the 
money,  due  to  them  under  the  treaty,  from  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  When  tJiese  old  chiefs  went  and  demanded  the  money,  I 
was  always  with  them,  and  heard  them  demand  it. 

Question.  How  did  the  chiefs  direct  the  money  to  be  paid  ? 

Answer.  They  directed  Governor  Ramsey  to  give  Vx.  Vo  xJtveTa^  wcA  \cl 
their  own  hands* 
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Question.  Did  the  chiefs  hold  a  council  before  they  demanded  it! 

Answer.  It  may  be  that  they  did,  but  I  had  not  as  yet  arrived  thest, 
or  if  they  had  any  council,  it  was  before  I  arrived  there. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  any  paper  for  Governor  Ramsey  "  ha  fit 
at  Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  signing  any  paper ybr  him  at  tk 
time. 

Cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 


Question.  Who  was  your  trader  V 
Answer.  A.  J.  Campbell. 
I;    ,!  Question.  Who  was  the  interpreter  when  the  chiefs  made  the  demand 

of  Governor  Ramsey  for  their  money  ? 

Answer.  A.  J.  Campbell  was  the  interpreter. 


Andrew  Robertson,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 


,  Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

*  Answer.  At  the  "  Sioux  Agency,"  in  the  Minnesota  Territory. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  Julv, 
185]  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment,  in  the  fall  of  1852,  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux? 

Answer.     I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  of  the  Wah-pa-toan  and  See-see- 
toan  bands  of  Sioux  Indiims  demand  of  Governor  Ramsey  in  open 
council  the  money  due  to  them  under  the  treaty  of  July,  1851  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  was  not  present  at  any  council,  except  that  1  was 
partly  at  one. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  chiefs  signed  any  papers  i 

Answer.  No ;  not  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toaii  bands,  except 
the  pay-rolls  for  their  annuities  and  provisions. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  treaty  of  August,  1851  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  payment  of  the  Indians  last  fill 
under  the  last-mentioned  treaty  i 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  Indian  chiefs  in  "  open  council"  demaiid 
the  money  due  to  them  under  that  treaty  of  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answ^er.  I  heard  them  demand  payment  to  themselves,  of  what  1 
understood  to  be  their  subsistence,  traders,  and  half-breed  money. 

Question.  Where  was  this  demand  made  ? 

Answer.  In  the  interpreter's  house,  at  "the  agency,*'  generally  used 
.    '  as  a  council  house. 

)  Question.  What  chiefs  did  you  hear  speak  for  their  bands,  in  makiDg 

/     /  this  demand  of  Govettvot  li,am%^^1 
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Answer.  I  believe  all,  except  the  chief  of  the  Crow  village.  I  think 
that  he  was  silent  on  that  occasion. 

Question.  What  reply  did  Governor  Ramsey  make  to  their  demand? 

Answer.  The  substance  of  Governor  Ramsey's  answer  amounted  to 
this :  That  it  w  as  proper  that  tlic)'^  should  pay  their  traders,  by  whom 
they  had  been  subsisted  f()r  years ;  and  that  he  would  not  pay  them 
that  money,  nor  their  ''annuities,"  unless,  they  consented  to  pay  the 
traders  seventy  thousand  dollars.  He  added,  further,  that  if  they  re- 
fused to  pay  their  traders,  he  should  take  the  money  back  to  Washing- 
ton. He  then  said  to  the  Indians,  "  Shall  I  take  the  money  back  to 
Washington?"  The  Indians  answered  "le«;"  and  broke  the  council 
up. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  other  council  after  that  time  at 
that  place,  or  Mendota  V 

Answer.  No  ;  I  was  present  when  a  portion  of  the  half-breed  money 
was  paid  to  the  chiefs. 

Question.  How  much  was  paid  to  each  chief? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  how  much  was  paid  to  each  chief,  but  I  think    --^  . 
it  was  thirty  thousand  dollars,  divided  among  seven  bands.  .^  '   - 

Question.  Where  were  these  sums  paid  to  the  chiefs  ? 

Answer.  In  the  office  of  the  Indian  agent. 

Cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey  and  counsel. 

Question.  Tell  who  made  the  demand,  and  say  whether  it  was  not 
Wa-ba-shaw  and  another  chief  on  one  side,  and  Bad  Hail,  Good  Road, 
and  Little  Crow  on  the  other  side  ? 

Answer.  It  was  just  as  I  have  said  at  first.     It  may  be  that  some  of    ^'^i* 
tliem  acted  as  you  say,  but  that  is  not  my  recollection.     It  was  the  last 
council,  just  preceding  the  payment  to  the  chiefs  of  the  sums  I  have 
spoken  of.     I  think  Mr.  Farribault  and  Mr.  Prescott  were  the  interpre- 
ters.    It  was  during  the  first  storm  of  that  season. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  Indian  character,  what  do 
you  suppose  the  Indians  would  have  done  with  their  money  ?  Would 
tliey  have  paid  their  debts,  and  retained  twenty  thousand  dollars  for 
their  removal  and  subsistence  ? 

Answer.  It  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  I  think  the  largest  portion  would 
have  been  given  to  the  highest  bidder  in  whiskey,  and  the  balance  of 
it  would  have  set  them  to  fighting,  and  ultimately  the  whole  would 
have  been  wasted.  I  am  led  to  think  so,  for  that  was  nearly  the  re- 
sult in  regard  to  that  which  was  paid  over  to  them. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  Indian  coimtry  ? 

Answer.  Sixteen  years. 

Question.  Have  you  had  considerable  to  do  with  the  Indians  during 
lliat  time  ? 

Answer.  I  have  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  them  during  all  that 
time. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  Indians,  do  you  attach  any 
weight  or  credit  to  their  evidence  when  they  may  be  benefitted  by  it  ? 

Answer.  An  oath  I  do  not  think  amounts  to  auy\im\^>N\>\v^^\sv\ 
and  I  do  not  attach  much  weight  or  credit  to  Indiaa  te^Utaow^ — ^JqovjX 
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as  much  as  I  would  to  the  evidence  of  white  men  when  they  are  noi 
governed  by  moral  principles.  To  complete  my  answer,  I  say  that  an 
Indian  will  never  hesitate  to  prevaricate  when  anything  is  to  be  gained 
by  it. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  discussion  in  the  council  you  have 
alluded  to  ? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  not  perfect.  This  morning  I  said  all  that 
I  can  say.  I  think  all  the  chiefs  spoke  for  the  money  to  be  given  into 
their  own  hands,  except  Little  Crow. 

Question.  Do  you  recognize  Wah-na-tah,  No-hope-ton,  and  Sleepy 
Eyes,  (the  old  man,)  as  chiefs  of  the  Da-ko-ta  or  Sioux  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Re-examined  by  the  government  commissioners- 
Question.  How  often  have  you  heard  the  Indians  called  upon  to 

testify  as  witnesses  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  an  Indian  called  upon  to  testify  until  on  this 

occasion. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  you  would  not  believe  the  chiefs  who 

have  testified  in  tnis  case  (named  to  you)  on  oath  ? 
Answer.  I  have  not  sufficient  knowledge  of  those  Indians  to  say ; 

but  from  what  I  do  know,  I  think  the  same  of  them  as  of  other  Indians. 
Question.  With  what  band  have  you  resided  mostly  1 
Answer.  With  Little  Crow's  band. 
Question.  Are  they  not  considered  the  most  depraved  of  all  the  Da- 

kotas,  from  their  vicinity  to  and  contact  with  the  whites  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  are  when  speaking  of  the  Med-a-wa- 

kan-toan  bands.     I  think  they  are  not  more  so  than  the  lower  bands 

generally. 


Hanock,  a  Dakota  or  Sioux  Indian,  who  speaks  and  understands  the 
English,  as  ako  the  Sioux  language,  and  who  is  also  one  of  the  tribe, 
sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  July, 
1851? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  treaty  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Are  you  a  chief  of  the  Dakota  tribe  of  Indians  ? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  another  paper  at  the  same  time? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  was  it  about  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  what. 
Question.  Was  it  explained  to  you? 
Answer.  No. 
Question.  How  did  you  come  to  sign  it? 
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Answer.  After  1  signed  the  treaty  paper,  I  was  asked  to  sign  another 
paper.     The  chiefs  signed  it,  and  I  followed  and  signed  it  also. 

Question.  Have  you  learned  since  what  that  second  paper  was  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  write  your  own  name? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Would  you  have  signed  it  if  you  had  known  what  it  was? 

Answer.  Had  I  known  what  was  in  it  I  would  not  have  signed  it. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  in  the  fall  of  1852  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  Indian  chiefs  in  "open  council"  demand 
of  Governor  Ramsey  to  have  their  money  paid  into  their  own  hands  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Where,  and  when? 

Answer.  At  Traverse  des  Sioux,  at  one  of  the  "  mission"  houses. 

Question.  Who  was  the  interpreter  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  Joseph  Campbell,  Alexander  Farribault,  and  Joseph  Rien-. 
villa  translated  what  was  said. 

Question.  Were  you  made  a  chief  by  Gov.  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  Nobody  ever  made  me  a  chief.  '^S 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  the  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Is  Norapton,  or  No-hope-ton,  a  chief? 

Answer.  Since  I  was  born  I  never  knew  him  as  a  chief.  'i^M 

Question.  Is  O-tak-e-ta  a  chief?  a£^ 

Answer.  I  never  knew  him  as  a  chief. 

Question.  What  of  Wah-na-ta,  is  he  a  chief? 

Answer.  His  father  was  a  cliief  among  the  Yankton's,  but  I  never 
knew  him  (the  son)  as  a  chief.  *^  " 

Question.  Where  were  you  educated  in  the  English  language  ? 

Answer.  First  I  learned  to  read  at  Lac  qui  Parle,  they  then  took 
me  to  Ohio,  near  Cincinnati. 

Question.  Do  you  profess  the  Christian  religion  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  church  do  you  belong  to  ? 

Answer.  To  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Question.  Is  Wah-nok-soon-ta  a  chief? 

Answer.  Since  my  recollection,  there  were  but  two  chiefs  of  the 
Wah-pa-toan  but  now  there  are  three,  and  he  is  one  of  them. 

Question.  How  long  has  Wah-nok-soon-ta  been  a  chief? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recoUec   exactly. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  reply  to  the  chiefs  when  they 
demanded  the  money  to  be  paid  to  themselves  ? 

Answer.  I  recollect  that  the  governor  said :  "  Your  great  father  has 
now  finished,  and  1  cannot  pay  it  into  your  own  hands."  I  heard  him 
say  this  often. 

Question.  What  else  did  Governor  Ramsey  say  to  the  chiefs  about  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  all  he  said. 

Question.     Were  you  at  the  treaty  of  the  5lh  oV  kvi^^V^  \^\1 

Answer*  No* 
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Answer.  Ten  yciirs. 

QuostioQ.  What  have  you  tnllowed  since  that  time  if 

Answer.  I  have  hunted  to  cloilie  myself,  and  last  su 
go(tcls  to  trmli'  witli  the  Indians. 

Question.  Did  you  trade  with  the  Indians  1 

Answer.  Yes. 

Qucslioit.  How  many  goods  did  you  take  up  into  the  In( 
Won.'  tlicy  worth  as  much  as  one  thousand  dollars  i 

Answer.  Yos,  I  cxi>eul  so.  I  suppose  pretty  near  t 
dollars. 

Question.     Where  did  you  get  those  goods  from  ? 

Answer.  From  an  American,  who  keeps  a  store  at  ' 
8i(iux,  named  Mr.  .Swcetacr. 

Question.  How  did  you  sign  your  name  to  that  treaty  ? 

Answer.  1  signed  botli  Hanock  and  my  Indian  name. 

Question.  What  is  your  Indian  name  f 

Answer.  Miir-pi-yan-din-a-pee,  is  ray  Indian  natne. 

Question.  Were  the  Indians  indebted  to  you  at  ihe 
Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  some  paid  me  when  they  got  the  mo 

Question.  In  whose  employment  were  you  at  Traverse 

Answer.  I  had  and  traded  goods  on  my  own  account. 

Question.  Were  you  not  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Sw€ 

Answer.  I  was  not.     I  only  purchased  goods  from  him 

(Question.  Had  vou  not  a  claim  against  the  Indians  of  i 
doUars? 

Answer.  No.  Who  do  you  think  would  get  that  much  c 
They  never  owed  mc  tiiat  much. 

Question.  Did  vou  not  try  to  get  the  commissioners  to  a 
of  tei.  ihoiinand  dollarsl' 
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Answer.  Tliere  were  others,  but  some  were  not  there. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  many  chiefs  there  are  of  that  tribe? 

Answer.  Ish-tah-hum-bah,  or  Sleepy  Eyes;  0-pee-en-dah,  or  Big 
Curlj'  Head ;  Mah-zah-shah,  or  Red  Iron ;  Wah-min-day-ne-chah,  or 
the  Orphan;  Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  the  Little  Rapids  Chief;  E-tay- 
wah-ke-an,  or  Limping  Devil,  or  Thunder  Face ;  E-yang-mo-nee,  or 
Running  Walker,  or  Big  Gun — making  seven  chiefs  in  all.  There  was 
also  anotlicr  chief,  but  he  is  dead. 


Alexander  J.  Campbell,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in 
July,  1&51  i 

Answer.  I  w;is  not. 

Question.  Were  vou  present  at  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioux, 
last  fall  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  Indian  chiefs,  in  open  council,  direct 
Governor  Ramsey  how  they  wanted  their  monev  due  them  under  the 
treaty  to  be  paid  If 

Answer.  I  heaid  them  demand  the  money  to  be  paid  into  their  own 
hands. 

Question.  How  often  did  you  hear  such  a  demand  made? 

Answer.  Two  or  three  times. 

Question.  Where  was  this  demand  made  ?  ^ 

Answer.  At  the  "mission  house"  of  Mr.  Huggins,  fit  Traverse  des 
Sioux. 

Question.  What  reply  did  Governor  Ramsey  make  to  this  demand  t  «  ^ 

Answer.  He  told  them  that  he  could  not  pay  it  to  them,  because 
they  had  given  the  traders  a  paper  to  pay  their  honest  debts.     Red 
Iron  then  asked  him  if  that  was  the  direction  of  the  President.     The 
governor  replied :  I  do  not  know  <ibout  it ;   I  am  here  as  the  great, 
lather  myself. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  Indian  country  ? 

Answer.  I  was  born  there ;  I  am  twenty-six  years  of  age. 

Question.  Who  .icted  as  interpreter  for  the  Indians  1 

Answer.  I  did.  They  asked  me  to  go  three  or  lour  times,  and  I 
went. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs,  in  "open  council,"  ask  Governor 
Ramsey  to  appoint  persons  to  investigate  the  amount,  and  to  ascertain 
how  much  they  owed  to  the  traders  i 

Answer.  Yes.  The  Indians  said,  "We  will  pay  our  honest  debts;" 
but  thev  demanded  that  the  traders  should  show  their  accounts.  The 
governor  sjiid  he  had  no  business  to  do  that ;  that  they  had  already 
given  the  traders  a  paper  to  pay  their  debts. 

Question.  Were  you  present  the  morning  Governor  Ramsey  left 
Traverse  des  Sioux  for  St.  Paul  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  all  the  councils  held  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux,  at  that  time  1 
9 
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Answer.  No ;  I  only  went  when  the  Indians  asked  me  to  go. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  Governor  Ramsey,  Agent  McLean, 
and  Henry  M.  Rice  assembling  the  Indians  at  Traverse  des  Sioux, 
prior  U)  the  payment  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  Governor  Ramsey  assenh 
bling  the  Indians. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  are  the  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and 
Wah-pa-toan  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  First,  Running  Walker;  second,  Big  Curley  Head; 
and  third,  Little  Rapids  Chief,  are  the  Wah-pa-toans.  The  See-see- 
toans  are :  First,  The  Orphan ;  second.  Limping  Devil ;  third.  Sleepy 
Eyes ;  and  fourth,  Red  Iron.  These  are  the  seven  chiefs  that  were  liv- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux.  No-hope-ton,  or 
Noropton,  and  O-ta-ke-ta,  I  do  not  know  as  chiefs.  They  are  not  re- 
cognized by  the  Indians  as  such. 

Question.  How  many  chiefs,  wiio  are  recognized  by  the  Indians  as 
such,  appear  to  have  signed  Governor  Ramsey's  receipt  on  page  7» 
Senate  document  No.  29,  part  second  (2)  ? 

Answer.  Limping  Dciil  and  Little  Rapids  Chief  are  all  the  chiefs  on 
that  receipt. 

Question.  Did  you  attend  the  payment  of  the  lower  bands  at  Fort 
Snelling,  last  fall;  and  if  so,  did  you  hear  the  chiefs  direct  Governor 
Ramsey,  in  open  council,  how  they  wanted  him  to  pay  the  money  due 
to  them  under  the  treaty  of  the  5th  of  August,  1861  ? 

Answer.  I  was  there,  and  heard  the  chiefs  demand,  in  open  council 
to  have  their  money  paid  to  them  in  their  own  hands.  To  which  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  replied  that  he  would  not  so  pay  it.  There  were  two 
chiefs  who  wanted  to  pay  the  traders — ^Little  Crow  and  Little  Six, 
Wa-ba-shaw  said  that  he  wanted  the  money;  and  if  it  was  not  paid  to 
him,  he  (Governor  Ramsey)  might  take  it  back  to  Washington.  The 
council  then  broke  up  and  the  Indians  all  went  off.  I  was  at  one  coud- 
cil  only  where  the  Indians  made  the  demand.  The  governor  said  if 
that  was  their  wish,  he  would  take  the  monej^  back.  If  anything  was 
said  further,  I  do  not  now  recollect  what  it  was. 

Question.  Are  you  a  half-breed  of  the  Sioux  nation  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  quarter-blood  only. 

Question.  Was  any  of  the  half-breeds'  money  paid  to  you  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  apply  for  any  of  itt 

Answer.  I  gave  Mr.  Sweetser  a  paper  to  draw  my  share  ;  but  be 
did  not  get  any  for  me. 

Question.  Were  you  indebted  to  the  American  Fur  Company  1 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  j'ou  hear  Hanok^s  testimony  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  about  the  paper  to  pay  the  trader? 
and  halt-breeds,  which  was  prepared  by  Hanok,  and  referred  to  in  his 
testimony. 

Answer.  The  morning  they  were  gouig  to  the  council  with  that  pa- 
per I  saw  it,  and  they  had  a  large  number  of  the  names  of  the  hall- 
breeds  on  it.    The  amount  ihev  had  down  for  the  half-breeds  was  sixty 
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thousand  dollars,  and  for  the  traders  seventy  or  eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  and  the  balance  they  wanted  themselves.  Some  was  to  be  left 
in  die  hands  of  the  government — I  think  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
As  they  were  going  to  the  council  they  stopped  at  Mr.  Sweetser's  store 
and  showed  it  to  me,  and  I  handed  it  to  Mr.  Sweetser  to  sec  how  Aey 
had  the  paper  drawn  up  among  themselves. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  the  chiefs  wanting  their  half- 
breeds  to  share  in  their  money  ?  * 

Answer.  The  chiefs  wanted  to  pay  some  more  and  some  less. 

Cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  remark  that  Governor  Ramsey 
said  to  the  chiefs  that  "I  am  here  as  the  great  father  myself?" 

Answer.  I  mean  that  Governor  Ramsev  said  that  he  was  there  as 
the  representative  of  the  President. 

Question.  At  what  council  was  that  demand  made  by  the  chiefs  for 
the  money? 

Answer.  It  was  made  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  at  the  "  mission 
house,"  at  two  or  three  different  councils. 

Question.  What  white  persons  were  present  on  these  occasions  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Monnx;,  Alexander  Farribault,  Mr.  Bailley,  Mr. 
McKonzie,  and  Mr.  Sibley,  and  a  whole  lot  of  others,  I  cannot  now 
recollect  all. 

Question.  What  took  place  at  the  council  at  Traverse  des  Sioux 
'when  (the  chiefs)  wanted  Governor  Ramsey  to  appoint  some  person  to 
investigate  the  accounts,  and  to  ascertain  how  much  they  owed  their 
traders  t 

Answer.  Th(^  Indian  chiefs  demanded  their  money  in  their  own 
hands,  when  Governor  Ramsey  replied  that  they  ought  to  pay  their 
honest  debts  as  white  men  do.  Red  Iron  then  sprang  up  and  took  the 
governor  by  the  hand  and  sjiid,  that  was  what  they  wanted  to  do ; 
that  ho  wanted  the  books  of  the  traders  laid  on  the  table,  and  if  they 
wanted  them  to  pay  their  debts  like  white  people,  they  would  do  so ; 
that  he  would  pay  the  debts  ibr  those  who  were  living,  but  not  for 
those  who  had  been  dead  long  ago.  I  am  certain  I  have  stated  cor- 
rectlv  tJl  I  heard. 

Question.  Who  of  the  chieis  were  present  V 

Answer.  Red  Iron,  Limping  Devil,  and  Running  Walker.  Mr. 
Bailh^y  interpreted  in  French  and  English.  Mr.  Sibley,  Mr.  Dousman, 
and  Mr.  McKenzie,  and  a  good  many  others  were  there. 

Question.  Who  was  the  interpreter  at  the  council  where  they 
demanded  the  money  of  Governor  Ramsey  at  Fort  Snelhng? 

Answer.  Mr.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Farribault. 

Question.  What  chieis  demanded  the  money  from  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  Wa-ba  shaw.  Good  Road,  Cloud  Man,  Wah-coo-ta,  and 
Black  Dog,  (or  Grey  Iron.) 

Question.  Where  was  this  council  held  ? 

Answer.  At  Mr.  Prescott's. 

Question.  Did  tdl  these  jive  chiefs  named  make  this  demand  of 
Governor  Ramsev. 
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Answer.  Yes  ;  one  after  another. 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  chiefs  oppose  this  demand  in  counciH 

Answer.  Little  Crow  said  that  he  wanted  all  the  chiefs  to  pay  their 
honest  debts,  and  Little  Six  said  the  same  thing. 

Question.  Was  there  n(it  in  that  council  a  party  opposed  to  paying 
the  traders  i 

Answer-  There  were  a  good  many  who  would  not  pay  them. 

Question.  Was  there  not  also  a  party  who  wanted  to  pay  a  part  to 
the  traders,  a  part  to  the  half-breeds,  and  to  reserve  a  part  to  them- 
selves ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  party  was  Little  Crow's  and  Little  Six's  bands. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  part  who  wanted  all  the  money  in  their 
own  hands  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  the^frc  chiefs  before  mentioned  made  such  a  demand. 

Question.  Did  not  Good  Road  want  a  part  to  be  set  aside  for  the 
traders,  a  part  for  the  half-breeds,  and  a  part  for  himself? 

Answer.  Not  in  my  presence. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  part  who  wanted  the  money  to  put  it 
into  the  hands  of  an  agent  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  know  it,  nor  hear  it.  I  belong  to  the  Wab- 
pa-toan  blood. 


Xavibr  Fkesnibr,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  July, 
1851? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  signing  of  the  treaty  by 
the  chiefs  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  saw  them  sign  it. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  (the  chiefs)  sign  what  is  called  the 
"  Traders'  Paper*'  also  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  saw  them  sign  it. 

Question.  Was  it  explained  to  the  chiefs  before  or  at  the  time  they 
signed  it  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  it  explained. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  in  open  council  direct  Governor 
Ramsey  how  to  pay  their  money  under  the  treaty  at  the  time  they 
signed  it  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  say  anything  to  him  then  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  in  the  fall  of  1852,  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  in  open  council  direct  Governor 
Ramsey  how  they  wanted  their  money  paid,  which  was  due  to  them 
under  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  the  chiefs,  in  all  the  councils,  demand  tlie  money 
to  be  ptiid  to  them  together.  The  governor  made  them  this  reply : 
*•  When  you,  the  chiefs,  sign  a  paper,  then  I  will  give  you  all  the 
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money."  The  Indians  said  they  wanted  the  money  in  their  own 
^  hands  ;  that  they  would  then  give  a  share  of  it  to  their  traders,  a  share 
to  their  half-breeds,  and  they  would  keep  a  share  of  it  for  themselves. 
I  did  not  hear  Governor  Ramsey  mention  anything  more. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  Indians  sign  a  receipt  to  Governor  Ram- 
sey for  two  hundred  and  spventy-five  thousand  dollars,  (8275,000?) 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  person  who  signed  such  a  receipt. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  the  Sioux  language  well  V 

Answer.  I  do.     I  was  born  and  brought  up  among  them. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  traded  with  the  Sioux  Indians? 

Answer.  I  have  traded  on  and  off  with  them  for  eight  years. 

Question.  How  many  chiefs  are  there,  who  are  recognized  by  the 
Indians  as  such,  of  the  See-see  toan  and  Wah-pah-toan  bands  of  upper 
Sioux  ? 

Answer.  There  were  eisitt  fornicrlv,  but  one  of  them  is  dead.  The 
Wah-p.a-toan  chiefs  are,  E-yang-mo-nee,  sometimes  called  "Big  Gun," 
but  most  frequently  "  Running  Walker,"  Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  the 
"  Little  Rapids  Chief,"  and  O-pce-en-dah,  or  "  Big  Curley  Head," 
making  three  in  number.  The  See-sec-toan  chiefs  are,  Mah-zah-shah, 
or  "Red  Iron,"  Ish-tah-hum-bah,  or  ** Sleepy  Eyes,"  E-tay-wah-ke-an, 
"  Limping  Devil,"  or  "  Thunder  Face,"  and  Wah-min-da-ne-chah,  or 
the  "  Orphan," ybwr  in  number,  and  making  seven  in  all.  These  are  all 
the  chiefs  now  living. 

Question.  See  Senate  document  No.  29,  part  2,  and  page  7,  and 
say  how  many  are  chiefs  who  have  signed  the  receipt  to  Governor 
Ramsey  for  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  (^250,000,) 
which  is  dated  November  29,  1852. 

Answer.  E-ta-wah-ke-an,  or  the  Limping  Devil,  and  Wah-nok-soon- 
ta,  or  the  Little  Rapids  Chief,  are  the  only  two.  Wah-na-ta  is  a  chief 
of  the  Yankton  tribe  of  Sioux;  the  others  are  all  soldiers.  Two,  I  do 
not  know. 

Question.  Was  you  paid,  or  did  you  receive  any  money  under  that 
treaty? 

Answer.  I  did — in  Mr.  Sibley's  house  in  Mendota. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  receive? 

Answer.  It  amounted  to  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  I  was 
paid  in  paper  money. 

Questifm.  Was  any  of  this  money  due  to  you  as  a  half-breed? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  Was  you  entitled  to  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  as  a 
half-breed? 

Answer.  I  have  five  children  and  myself,  which  make  «tx,  and  the 
others  were  paid  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each.  I  received  but 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  when  I  was  entitled  to  fifteen  hundred 
dollars.  There  was  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  half-breeds  made  out  at 
the  time  of  the  treaty,  and  they  were  to  get  forty  thousand  dollars  in 
all — making  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  each. 

Question.  Who  made  out  that  haU-breed  list  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Sibley. 

Question.  How  long  after  the  treaty  was  signed? 


aircci  oovernor  iLamsey  now  iiiey  wisiieti  mm  lo  pay  trie 
the  treaty  of  August,  1851? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  I  did.    I  do  not  recollect  m 

Cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  couns* 

Question.  Are  you  related  lo  the  Sec-see-toan,  Wah- 
Med-a-wa-kan-loan  bands  ^ 

Answer.  I  am  related  to  tbe  Sec-see-toans,  Wah-p 
Met  1-a- wa-kan-toan  s. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  the  English  language? 

Answer.  I  do  not.     I  was  brought  up  among  the  Indiaj 

Question.  Have  you  always  resided  among  tbem  ? 

Answer.  I  have  l>een  among  tliem  litr  thirty  years. 

Question.  Are  you  a  chief? 

Answer.  1  am  not. 

Question.  Are  3'ou  a  .soldier  or  brave? 

Answer.  I  am  not. 

Question.  Where  do  you  live? 

Answer.  I  have  [lo  settled  home. 

Question.  How  did  it  hap[>en  that  you  were  at  Traver» 

Answer.  I  went  for  my  portion  of  tbe  half-breed  tnoaey 

Question.  Was  you  put  down  on  the  list  as  a  hall-breec 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  in  all  the  couucils  at  Traverse  des 

Answer.  I  have  named  all  before. 

Question.  How  many  councils  were  you  in  at  that'plao 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  exactly.     I  was  at  the  councila 
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Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  in  open  council  direct  Grovernor 
Ramsey  how  they  wanted  their  money  paid? 

Answer.  I  did.  They  asked  the  governor  to  give  them  all  their 
money  together ;  and  that  they  wanted  to  have  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars added  to  the  forty  thousand  dollars  for  their  half-breeds.  They  then 
wished  seventy  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  their  traders,  and  the 
balance  they  wished  to  have  for  themselves. 

Question.  Where  was  that  coucil  held  ? 

Answer.  They  said  this  in  their  own  lodges ;  and  drew  up  a  paper 
lor  Governor  Ramsey  to  see,  and  brought  the  paper  to  the  governor 
before  he  left,  and  gave  it  to  him  in  one  of  the  "mission  houses,"  where 
he  was  staying. 

Question.  Did  you  see  that  paper  presented  to  Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  heard  it  read,  and  saw  it  presented  it  to  the  gov- 
ernor. 

Question.  Who  drew  up  that  paper! 

Answer.  Hanok  drew  it  up. 

Question.  Was  your  name  down  on  that  paper  ? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  What  was  the  amount  fixed  opposite  to  your  name,  as  the 
sum  you  were  to  receive  V 

Answer.  Eight  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Is  this  the  paper  you  allude  to,  when  you  say  they  de- 
manded the  money  of  Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  The  chiefs  first  demanded  the  money  with  their  oum  mouthi^ 
and  when  the  governor  would  not  give  it  to  them,  they  went  off  and 
made  this  paper  of  which  I  have  spoken. 

Question.  Who  was  present  when  they  made  the  demand  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  persons.  Mr.  Dousman,  Mr.  Sibley,  Mr. 
McKenzie,  and  Mr.  Tyler.  The  house  was  full.  I  looked  through  the 
vrindow  and  saw  them. 

Question.  What  chiefs  made  the  demand  ? 

Answer.  Mah-yah-shah,  or  Red  Iron ;  E-tay-wah-ke-an,  or  Limping 
Devil;  E-yang-mo-nee,  or  Running  Walker;  and  Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or 
the  Little  Rapids  chief-— four  in  all.  There  were  none  others  present, 
but  that  man,  (Tah-hum-pah-hen-dah,  Sounding  or  Rattling  Mocasin,) 
vrho  was  made  a  chief. 

Question.  How  many  half-breeds  were  on  the  list  of  which  you  have 
spoken  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  exactly. 


Joseph  M.  Marshall,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Will  you  look  at  Senate  document  No.  29,  part  2,  page  8, 
and  say  whether  you  are  of  the  firm  of  Marshall  &  Uo.,  as  therein 
stated? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  am  one  that  firm. 

QuestioD.  Did  your  firm  have  a^contract  v?\th  \.Vve  ^NeroxDKoxVcR 
supplying  the  Sioux  ladians  with  provisions  "l 
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Answer.  The  coDtract  was  awarded  to  us,  but  Agent  McLean  ^ns 
absent,  and  there  was  some  neglect  in  furnishing  the  papers,  far  wlot 
reason  I  do  not  know.    We  went  on  with  the  contract  agreeably  totke 
advertisement  upon  which  we  based  our  bid,  and  furnished  the  pio> 
visions  that  are  here  described  in  this  document,  of  S4,438,  for  tie 
See-see-loan  Sioux  Indians,  which  provisions  were  accepted  by  the 
government  agents,  and  they  were  charged  for  them  according  to  ibe 
terms  of  our  bids. 

Question.  How  much  were  the  United  States  indebted  to  y«>u  t 

Answer.  ($4,438,)   four   thousand    four    hundred    and    thirty-eigU 
dollars. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  receive  payment   for  this  accooti 
against  the  government  if 

Answer.  From  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  funds  were  you  paid  ? 

Answer.  There  were  ($4,400)  lour  thousand  four  hundred  dollars 
paid  to  us  in  paper  money,  and  thirty-eight  dollars  in  American  gold. 
This  was  paid  in  Governor  Ramsey's  own  house,  December  4,  ISoi 
It  was  paid  to  one  person,  fmd  1  gave  the  receipt  which  is  copied  on 
this  8th  page  of  Senate  document  No.  29,  part  2.  Governor  Kamsej 
accepted  and  received  the  receipt  from  me,  which  is  dated  Decembw 
4,  1852,  for  ($4,438)  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars. 


Joseph  M.  Marshall,  cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsej-'s  counsel 

Question.  Did  you  not  furnish  these  provisions  without  any  distinct 
understanding? 

Answer.  There  was  no  distinct  understanding  further  than  I  have 
!  I  mentioned. 

(Question.  Were  you  not  offered  the  gold  at  the  time  of  this  payment 
J  to  you  ? 

j  Answer.  The  governor  asked  me  if  1  preferred  the  gold,  or  would 

paper  money  answer  me  as  well.     I  replied  that  I  should  prefer  the 
}  paper  money. 

Question.  Did  you  loose  anything  on  that  paper  money? 
Answer.  No,  we  lost  nothing  on  it.     It  answered  our  purpose  just 
as  well  as  the  gold. 

Question.  What  bank  was  it  on? 

Answer.  It  was  all  on  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  New  York  city,  in 
one  hundred  dollar  bills. 

Question.  Could  you  have  had  the  gold  if  you  had  preferred  it? 
'  Answer.  I  suppose  I  could. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  enter  into  any  contract  with  you 
for  these  provisions  ? 

Answer.  No ;  nor  with  our  firm. 


Re-examined  by  the  government  commissioners. 

Question.  Did  you  present  an  account  of  these  provisions  to  agent 
McLean  for  payment  ? 

Answer.  1  did  pteaeiw.  *\V,  ^i-a  \l  a^^ara  on  page  8  of  Senate  doco- 
ment  No.  29,  pan  2. 
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Question.  Did  agent  McLean  append  his  ofiicial  certificate,  as  ap- 
pears on  this  document  No.  29  ? 

Answer.  He  did,  and  I  then  presented  it  'o  Governor  Ramsey,  and 
he  paid  me  the  money,  as  I  have  stated. 


Alexander  Graham,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  vou  at  the  treatv  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  July, 

1851 ?  ^  /      .     .      . 

Answer.  I  was.     I  saw  the  Indians  signing  it. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Brown  have  another  paper? 

Answer.  I  saw  him  sitting  there,  but  did  not  see  any  paper. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  other  paper  signed  hy  tne  Indians  on 
that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  The  Indians  signed  another  paper,  but  I  did  not  see  it. 
Some  one  called  out  to  me  to  tell  tljc  next  one  to  sign.  I  told  them  to 
go  and  sign  the  treaty. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  so-called  **  Traders'  Paper"  thsft  day? 

Answer.  I  did  not,  but  I  heard  some  talk  of  it. 

Question.  Was  that  "  Traders'  Paper"  explained  to  the  Indians? 

Answer.  It  was  explained  that  day  to  the  Indians. 

Question.  Bv  whom? 

Answer.  By  the  interpreters,  Mr.  Kiggs  and  Mr.  Alexander  Farri- 
bault. 

Question.  Who  did  they  interpret  for  ? 

Answer.  For  that  one  legged  man  who  came  to  make  the  treaty. 

Question.  Did  they  take  up  that  paper  and  explain  it  properly  to  the 
Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  that. 

Question.  What  did  Colonel  Lea  say  was  in  that  Traders'  Paper  ? 

Answer.  That  so  much  money  was  to  be  paid  to  them,  and  so  much 
to  their  traders,  and  some  lor  removal,  &c. 

Question.  What  Indian  chiefs  were  present  at  that  time? 

Answer.  Sleepy  Eyes,  Red  Iron,  and  Running  Walker. 

Question.  Did  these  chiefs  sign  that  Traders'  Paper? 

Answer.  I  saw  them  going  towards  Governor  Ramsey  and  Colonel 
Lea.     They  said  they  had  two  papers ;  Red  Iron  said  so. 

Question.  Were  you  a  clerk  of  the  American  Fur  Company  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  last  fall? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  council  with  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  was  sick  in  bed. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Mendota  or  Saint  Peter's  agency  at  the  pay- 
ment last  fall? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  in  any  council  with  the  chiefs  and  Governor 
Ramsey? 

Answer-  JVo. 
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Question.  Did  you  hear  any  conversation  between  the  chiefs  and 
Governqr  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Governor  Ramsey  say  that  he  would 
turn  the  prisoners  out  of  custody  if  they  would  sign  a  receipt  to  him 
for  their  money  ? 

Answer.   No. 

Question.  Did  you  get  any  money  from  the  half-breed  payment? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  receive  ? 

Answer.  Over  three  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  In  what  currency  was  that  paid  to  you  ? 

Answer.  In  paper  money. 

Question.  Are  you  a  half-breed  Sioux  ? 

Answer.   I  am. 

Question.  Who  paid  you  that  money  ? 

Answer.  It  was  paid  by  Frederick  Sibley. 

Question.  Where  was  it  paid  to  you  ? 

Answer.  At  Mendota. 

Questibn.  Who  told  you  to  go  to  Frederick  Sibley  for  yoar  money! 

Answer.  He  told  me,  (Mr.  Frederick  Sibley.) 

Question.  Did  any  one  else  tell  you  to  go  to  him  ? 

Answer.  No.     It  was  after  Mr.  Tyler  had  left. 

Question.  Did  you  authorize  Hugh  Tyler  to  draw  your  money  1 

Answer.  Mr.  Sibley  asked  me  to  sign  a  paper  to  draw  my  money, 
and  I  did  so. 

Question.  Where  did  you  sign  that  paper  to  draw  your  money? 

Answer.  At  Mr.  Sibley's  store,  at  Traverse  des  Sioux. 

Question.  When  did  you  sign  this  paper  at  Traverse  des  Sioux? 

Answer.  About  the  time  of  the  payment  last  fall- 
Question.  Did  Mr.  Sibley  tell  you  that  you  had  to  lose J^leen  per  cent, 
out  of  that  half-breed  money  ? 

Answer.  No.     When  he  gave  me  the  money,  he  said  that  was  all 

Question.  Is  that  your  signature,  (showing  witness  a  paper,)  same  as 
is  copied  on  Senate  document  No.  29,  page  32? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  present  the  night  after  the  treaty,  at  a  cooncfl? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  a  council  at  Mr.  Prescott*s,  where 
Msyor  McLean  and  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  chiefs  had  a  talk  at  Foct 
Snelling  last  fall,  before  the  payment  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  They  met  there  to  get  their  money;  they  took  a 
paper  there  to  Major  McLean.  Major  McLean  read  it,  and  after  it 
was  read  an  Indian  came  in  and  took  the  paper  and  tore  it  up. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  in  that  council  conclude  to  ask  or  demand 
of  Governor  Ramsey  the  monsy  due  to  them  under  the  treaty  into 
their  own  hands? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  Did  they  go  to  Governor  Ramsey  afterwards,  and  demand 
the  money,  as  they  had  agreed  to  do  in  council  ? 
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Answer.  I  did  not  see  them  go ;  but  that  is  what  the  council  was 
lield  for. 

Question.  Was  Wa-ba-shaw  there  ? 
^       Answer.  Yes. 

l: 

Cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

»       Question.  At  what  time  of  day  was  this  council  held  1 

Answer.  About  (10)  ten  o'clock.  A  former  council  was  held  at 
Samuel  Finley's.     I  was  not  there  all  the  time. 

Question.  Who  was  in  that  council? 

Answer.  Mr.  Sweetser  and  Mr.  Van  Etten. 

Question.  Was  there  any  paper  prepared  in  the  presence  of  Major 
McLean  ? 

Answer.  No.  The  council  held  at  Samuel  Finley's  was  to  make 
arrangements  to  get  their  money  under  the  treaty.  They  thought  they 
bad  paid  enough  to  traders,  and  wanted  their  money  among  themselves. 

Question.  Was  it  not  specified  in  that  paper  that  the  half-breeds 
were  to  receive  eighty  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Indians  to  give  that  much, 
but  it  was  so  read  at  Major  McLean's,  and  so  interpreted  by  Mr.  Pres* 
'  cott,  that  the  half-breeds  were  to  receive  all  the  money. 

Question.  Was  it  not  stated  in  that  paper,  that  the  Indians  were  to 
set  aside  some  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  their  removal,  and  seventy 
thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  their  traders  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  kind.  I  have  said  all  I 
know. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  division  in  this  council? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  Little  Crow  was  against  the  paper,  but  no 
one  else  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Were  there  not  some  for  giving  more  to  half-breeds  and 
some  less. 

Answe;r.  There  was  a  difference  of  opinion  in  thai  respect. 


David  Olmstead,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  at  the  payment 
last  fall? 

Answer.  I  was  present  at  the  time  the  payment  was  made. 

Question.  Did  you  attend  any  council  at  that  place  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  attend  any  council  where  the  Governor  was  pre* 
sent.     I  did  attend  one  where  agent  McLean  was  present. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  that  council? 

Answer.  I  heard  some  talk  between  the  Indians  and  the  agent,  the 
substance  of  which  w^as  that  the  Indians  wanted  their  money  as  stip- 
ulated in  the  treaty.  ThejT  also  made  complaint  about  some  of  their 
old  chieA  having  been  broken,  and  young  ones  substituted  in  their  places* 
They  further  complained  that  their  money  had  nol  beew  ^^^  %x2COt&2Di% 
to  the  treaty;  that  they  wanted  it  paid  to  themaeVve^  awdLV4o\i\^Ti 
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be  satisfied  without  it.     That  they  would  not  remove  unless  they  p 
their  money  as  stipulated  in  the  trejity.     There  was  a  paper  »gdL 
directed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  another  toGoreiH     . 
Ramsey.     The  latter  paper  was  a  **  protest*^  against  the  paymoirf     \ 
the  mc)nf*v  to  the  traders,  under  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty,  \rithDi     \ 
having  their  accounts  investigated.     The  ^^ protest  ^^   to  the  Presidn 
was  setting  forth  the   facts.     The  paper  to  Governor   Ramsey  was  a 
the  nature  of  a  demand  to  have  their  money  paid  to  themselves.  Iii- 
nessed  one,  and  1  made  a  rough  draught  of  one,  and  perhaps  bodb  I 
am  under  the  impression  that  one  was  written  by  Hanok,  an  educaKJ 
Sioux  Indian,  and  the  other  by  Joseph  Campbell.     I  heard  both  paper: 
interpreted  to  the  Indians,  and  I  think  both  interpreters  were  swom<t 
both  occasions. 

I  also  saw  the  Indians  sign  both  papers.  There  were  from  fifiea 
to  twenty  chiefs  and  headmen  present ;  but  I  have  no  exact  rpcofe- 
tion  of  how  many  w<Te  there.  But  all  who  were  there  signed  boii 
papers.  Both  of  these  papers  requested  an  investigation  of  tbetradns 
claims,  by  persons  to  be  appointed.  One  of  the  papers  the  chiefs  tool 
to  j)resent  to  (Jovemor  Ramsey.  The  other  was  to  be  sent  to  Wash- 
ington. This  was  before  the  half-breed  payment  and  "  hand-raoaer" 
payment  were  made,  and  distribution  at  Mendota. 

Cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Where  was  this  council  held  of  which  j-ou  have  spoken? 

Answer.  It  was  at  Mr.  Sweetser's  store  at  Traverse  des  Sioux. 

Question.  Who  were  present  at  this  council? 

Answer.  Mr.  Huggins,  Mr.  Shaffer,  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr-  Merrick,  and 
another  Mr.  Huggins,  and  Captain  Dodd,  who  took  the  acknowledge 
meat.     The  other  council  was  held  at  the  same  place. 

Question.  Who  were  present  at  the  other  council  ? 

Answer.  I  think  pretty  much  the  same  persons,  Jind  I  think  ageni 
McLean  also. 

Question.  Did  you  see  these  papers  after  they  were  taken  by  the 
chiefs  1 

Answer.  I  saw  Red  Iron  take  one  of  the  papers  with  the  express 

Eurposc  of  presenting  it  to  Governor  Ramsey.    I  do  not  know  whether 
e  did  present  it  to  him  or  not. 
Question.  Was  there  anything  said  as  to  who  was  to  investigate  the 
traders'  accounts  t 

Answer.  I  understood  that  commissioners  were  to  be  appointed,  b* 
I  cannot  say  whether  all  this  was  embodied  in  the  paper  or  not.  Theff 
were  some  names  mentioned.  I  think  one  was  agent  McLean,  another 
Mr.  Sweetser,  Dr.  WiUiamson  also,  and  some  one  else.  I  think  Col 
Lea  was  also  mentioned.  This  was  after  a  part  of  the  money  had 
been  paid.     I  mejm  the  "  annuia/^  money. 


Thomas  Odell,  sworn  and  exainined  as  a  witness. 
QuesUon.  ^Wete  ^ovi  a\.\^^  vc^^v^  oiC  Txaverae  des  Sioux  in  Joh 

1851? 
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Answer,  I  was  there  a  short  time. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  under  that  treaty  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux  last  fall  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  of  the  councils  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Were  you  employed  by  Governor  Ramsey  for  any  pur- 
pose connected  with  that  treaty  or  payment? 

Answer.  Not  that  1  know  of.     Not  by  bis  employment. 

Question.  What  did  you  ao  there  for  ? 

Answer.  I  went  to  take  charge  of  a  dmve  of  cattle. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  council  of  the  Indians  when 
Governor  Ramsey  was  present? 

Answer.  No,  I  was  not. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Mendota  when  the  half-breeds  were  paid  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Who  paid  the  money  to  them  ? 

Answer.  Hu^h  Tyler  paid  all  that  I  saw  paid  to  them. 

Question.  What  kind  of  funds  were  they  paid  in  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  some  of  it  paid  in  bank  notes  and  some  in  gold. 

Question.  About  in  what  proportion  were  they  so  paid? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  money  yourself  for  any  half-breed  or 
half-breeds  ? 

Answer.  I  received  two  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
for  Mary  Louise,  an  orphan  girl,  who  lives  with  me.  She  is  a  half- 
breed  Sioux  and  belongs  to  the  Lac  qui  Parle  band.  This  was  a 
month  after  the  others  were  paid. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  funds  were  you  paid  ? 

Answer.  I  was  paid  two  hundred  and  ten  dollars  in  paper  money, 
two  dollars  in  gold,  and  fifty  cents  in  silver. 

Question.  Did  you  act  as  the  agent  for  this  half-breed  girl  ? 

Answer.  I  did.  Governor  Ramsey  told  me  there  was  some  money 
set  apart  for  her.  I  signed  no  power  of  attorney  to  any  one  to  draw 
this  money. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  money  ibr  yourself  at  the  halt-breed 
payment  ? 

Answer.  I  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  and  forty 
cents  for  a  demand  I  had  against  the  Indians.  1  received  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  dollars  in  paper  money.  Mr.  Dousman  handed  it  to 
me.  I  received  it  on  account  of  the  claim  filed,  marked  K,  Senate 
document  No.  29,  page  36,  which  I  now  see  before  me. 

Question.  What  per  cent,  was  deducted  out  of  your  claim  against 
the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  When  I  saw  Hugh  Tyler  he  said  that  he  would  pay  me, 
but  that  there  would  be  fifteen  per  cent  deducted  out  of  it.  I  never 
had  authorized  him  or  any  one  else  to  draw  it  for  me  or  for  her. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  of  the  lower  bands  demand  of 
Governor  Ramsey  to  have  their  money  paid  into  their  own  hands? 

Answer.  Yes,  at  the  council  house  or  agency,  near  Fort  Snelling. 
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Question.  What  reply  did  Governor  Ramsey  make  when  tbey  de- 
manded the  money  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  told  them  that  he  wanted  them  to  pay 
their  debts  before  they  went  to  their  new  homes.  The  chiefs  replied 
that  they  wanted  the  money  paid  over  to  themselves.  The  govenior 
told  them  he  could  not  pay  it  to  them.  The  chiefs  then  said  that  he 
could  take  the  money  back,  and  the  laud  should  be  theirs  again. 

Question.  Was  tliis  demand  before  or  after  the  payment  t 

Answer.  It  was  before  the  payment. 

Question.  What  did  the  chiefs  then  do  or  say? 

Answer.  They  went  out  of  the  council  bouse,  and  that  was  all. 

Cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Who  interpreted  at  the  council  of  which  you  have  spc^eo? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  who.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  it  was  Mr- 
Forbes  or  Mr.  Farribault. 

Question.  What  chiefs  were  there  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  name  them  all,  but  the  "  Cloud  Man*'  was  there. 

Question.  Was  there  any  division  among  the  chiefs,  as  to  what  tbey 
wanted  to  do  with  this  money  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  not  some  wish  the  governor  to  pay  their  debts,  and 
some  to  have  it  paid  to  themselves  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  some  such  remarks  made. 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  some  who  were  for  paying  their  debt*, 
some  for  paying  their  half-breeds  so  much,  and  some  for  setting  it  apar 
for  their  removal  and  subsistence  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  some  such  talk,  but  I  do  not  know  where  I  heard  it 

Question.  Did  you  not  marry  a  half-breed  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan 
Sioux  y 

Answer.  I  did ;  but  never  got  any  half-breed  money  on  her  accouDi. 
although  I  was  as  much  entitled  to  it  as  any  of  the  others. 

Question.  How  much  was  set  apart  for  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  Sioux 
half-breeds? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  the  claim  of  McBoal  and  Odell  include  all  3'our  claims 
against  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  It  did ;  we  were  partners.  It  was  the  only  claim  I  haii 
against  the  Indians. 

Question.  Had  McBoal  any  other  claim  t 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  What  is  McBoal's  Christian  name  ? 

Answer.  James  McBoal. 

Question.  Is  that  Mr.  McBoal's  name  on  page  35,  Senate  document 
No.  29? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  Was  this  little  girl  included  in  the  hali-breed  list? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  she  was. 

Question.  Was  it  not  through  Governor  Ramsey's  influence  that  tb:> 
little  girl  was  put  upon  the  list? 


a 
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« 

Answer.  I  asked  Governor  Ramsey  to  have  it  put  on  the  list.  I  do 
know  whether  it  was  his  influence  or  not ;  but  I  got  the  money  for 
lier.  1  received  this  about  a  month  after  the  payment.  I  heard  the 
gpvemor  read  over  a  list  of  the  half-breeds  at  Traverse  des  Sioux. 


William  Hartshorn,  sworn  find  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  Indian  country  ? 

Answer.  About  eleven  years. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  July^ 
1861? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  treaty  was  signed  by  the 
Indians? 

Answer.  I  think  1  w'as,  and  saw  it  signed. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  so-called  **  Traders'  Paper"  signed  also? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  paper  relating  to  the  distribution  of 
the  "hand-money"  among  the  traders  being  interpreted  to  the  Indians? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  such  paper  being  interpreted  then,  or 
at  any  time.  I  was  present  at  all  the  open  councils,  and  would  have 
been  likely  to  have  heard  it,  if  it  had  been  done.  I  might  have  missed 
some  councils,  but  I  do  not  recollect  that  1  did.  I  was  on  the  ground 
all  the  time. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  fourth  lurticle  of  the  treaty,  relative  to 
the  manner  in  which  their  money  was  to  be  paid  to  them,  explained  to 
the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did  hear  that  clause  explained. 

Question.  What  construction  did  the  commissioners  put  upon  that 
clause  ? 

Answer.  Thev  explained  it  just  jis  it  read.  The  Indians  were  to 
have  it  paid  to  themselves,  and  to  no  other  person.  1  have  no  further 
explanations  to  make.     I  was  not  at  the  payment. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Mcndoia  when  the  half-breeds  were  paid 
their  monev  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  saw  a  good  many  of  them  paid.  They  were  paid 
by  Hugh  Tyler.  He  handed  the  money  over.  Most  of  it  was  in  pack- 
ages of  paper  money,  which  he  laid  on  the  table  or  desk.  When  a  ^ 
half-breed  was  called,  the  money  was  counted  out,  and  then  the  half- 
breeds  touched  the  pen  to  their  signatures,  and  some  wrote  their  own 
names.  Mr.  Tjler  was  standing  by  at  the  time.  If  they  owed  the 
fur  company  anything,  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Forbes,  or  Mr.  Sibley,  then 
stepped  up,  and  presented  a  paper,  and  took  the  money,  and  told  the 
hali-breeds  they  owed  them  so  much,  and  took  the  money.  If  the  half- 
breeds  owed  Uiem  nothing,  they  handed  the  money  over  to  them. 
Very  few  of  those  that  I  saw  but  what  owed  the  fur  company  some- 
thing. I  did  not  see  anything  but  paper  money  paid,  except  tho  change ; 
I  think,  but  am  not  certain,  that  I  saw  one  sovereign  paid  out  to  them. 
I  saw  a  dozen  or  two  hali-breeds  pass  out  and  iu.  Mx»¥oiV^^^\A 
Mr.  Steele  got  the  most  of  their  money. 
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Question.  Did  you  have  a  claim  against  the  Indians  t 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  a  licensed  trader  i 

Answer.  I  was  not  all  the  time.  I  was  part  of  the  time,  for  one  yeVt 
witb  Mr.  Randall. 

Question.  Had  you  a  claim  c'lgainst  the  upper  Sioux  Indians  If 
'    \  Answer.  I  had. 

Question.  How  much  were  you  paid,  by  whom  were  you  |>aid,  and 
in  what  kind  of  funds  ? 

Answer.  I  was  paid  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($450)  and  sone 
small  change,  by  Hugh  Tyler — all  in  paper  money,  except  fifty  (50) 
or  sixty  cents  in  change.     1  was  allowed  fave  hundred  and  thirty  <U> 
\  lars,  (I^U,)  and  they  deducted  fifteen  per  cent.     I  asked  them  what  it 

was  for,  (the  fifteen  per  cent.,)  and  ftlr.  Sibley  or  Governor  Ramsey, 
both  standing  by,  told  me  it  was  for  expenses.  Mr.  Tyler  asked  me  if 
I  was  satisfied  mid  willing  to  sign  the  paper.  I  said  to  him  that  I  sup- 
posed I  would  have  to  be  satisfied,  and  signed  it  without  any  (iirtha 
words.  They  had  a  paper  with  the  names  of  the  creditors  of  the  In- 
dians on  it,  and  the  sums  carried  out,  deducting  the  fifteen  per  ceoL; 
and  I  think  the  words  •*  for  expenses"  were  interlined,  or  between  ibf 
columns. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  power  of  attorney,  before  that  time,  for 
1   *  .  Hugh  Tyler  to  draw  your  money  if 

1  Answer.  Not  to  my  recollection.     I  do  not  recollect  to  have  signed 

any  paper  for  Mr.  Tyler  but  that  one. 

Question.  Where  did  you  sign  that  paper  if 

Answer.  I  signed  it  at  Mr.  Sibley *s  nouse,  in  Mendota. 

Question.  When  did  you  sign  it  f 

Answer.  It  was  after  the  river  was  fi*ozen  over ;  I  think  in  Januarv 
or  December  last,  1852  or  1853.     I  remember  now^  that  it  was  in  Dc- 
r  y  cember,  1852. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  you  did  not  sign  a  power  of  attorney  lo 
Hugh  Tyler,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1851,  to  draw  your  money,  as  a  cre- 
ditor of  the  Indians  If 

Answer.  I  am  not  certain ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  done  sa 

Question.  Look  at  the  power  of  attorney  to  Hugh  Tyler  on  Senate 
document  No.  29,  pages  28  and  29,  and  see  if  you  signed  that  paper  ai 
Traverse  des  Sioux  1 

Answer.  I  certainly  did  not,  because  I  was  not  there  in  1852. 

Question.  Do  you  know  why  Hugh  Tyler  paid  that  money  out  l'> 
the  traders  and  half-breeds,  instead  of  Governor  Ramsey  if 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  when  Tyler,  or  Sibley,  or 
anybody  else,  were  paying  out  this  pajier-money  to  traders  or  mIP- 
breeds  ? 

Answer.  He  was  present  wh(»n  Hugh  Tyler  paid  me,  sitting  at  ibe 
same  table. 

Question.  Were  these  paper-money  bills  new  bills,  or  were  they 
worn  more  or  less  by  use  f 

Answer.  Moal  oV  t\\em  v^et^  wvjw  b\lU  •>  one  seemed  to  have  bceo 

handled  some. 


I 


,1 


S.  Doc.  61.  145 

Question.  What  bank  were  they  on  ? 

Answer.  They  were  all  on  one  bank.  Mine  was  paid  in  fifty  dollar 
bills.  The  traders  went  in,  one  at  a  time,  to  get  their  money.  There 
was  no  trader  there  who  did  not  belong  to  the  American  Fur  Company. 
The  bills  were  on  a  New  York  bank. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  in  the  rcK)m  of  Mr.  Sibley 
at  Mendota  when  these  traders  were  oeing  paid  ? 

Answer.  He  was  in  there  when  I  was  paid.  Governor  Ramsey, 
Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Tyler,  and  Mr.  Bailley  were  present,  and  the  governor 
did  not  get  up.  This  was  in  December,  1852.  Mr.  Steele  came  out 
of  the  room  after  me,  and  crossed  the  river  with  me.  He  said  that  if 
they  did  not  do  what  was  right,  and  allow  him  his  claim,  he  be  damned 
if  be  would  pay  the  fifteen  per  cent. ;  and  that  he  would  go  to  Wash- 
ington and  olow  the  whole  thing  up,  or  expose  them.  That  he  could 
do  so  just  as  well  as  not  if  they  did  not  pay  his  claim. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  to  Governor  Ramsey  about  your  claim? 

Answer.  I  did.  He  told  me  he  hoped  the  traders  would  settle  it 
among  themselves  as  to  how  much  they  would  receive.  This  was 
about  the  time  of  the  payment. 

Cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Mention  all  you  can  remember  about  who  were  in  that 
room  at  Mr.  Sibley's  ? 

Answer.  I  have  told  you  who  I  think  were  there.  Mr.  Dousman, 
Mr.  Bailley,  Governor  Ramsey,  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Sibley,  and  Mr.  Tyler, 
according  to  my  recollection. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  have  anything  to  do  with  that  pay- 
ment? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  about  it? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  or  Mr.  Sibley,  one  of  the  two,  asked  me 
if  I  was  satisfied  about  the  Ji/teen  per  cent.  ? 

Question.  Did  you  receive  the  money  from  Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  he  count  the  money  out  for  you? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  he  look  at  your  account,  or  at  any  of  your  papers? 

Answer.  No,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  What  interest  has  Alexis  Bailley  in  the  American  Fur 
Company? 

Answer.  He  has  always  been  in  their  employment,  and  apart  of  his 
claim,  for  a  number  of  thousand  dollars,  was  to  go  to  that  company. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Steele's  money  go  to  the  American  Fur  Com- 
pany? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Dousman's  money  to  go  to  the  American  Fur 
Company  ? 

Answer.  I  know  that  he  was  an  old  member  of  that  com^^aaY^  «sA 
used  to  be  a  partner. 

Qaestiaa.  Were  you  in  all  the  councils  at  Travexse  de&  €as»xi.\ 
10 
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Answer.  I  was  at  nil  open  councils,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  I 
never  left  the  ground  ibr  six  weeks.  I  was  not  a  mile  from  the  cunpi 
to  my  knowledge,  during  the  time. 

Question.  Who  explained  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  to  the  IndiiH? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  which  of  the  two  commtsnoners ;  aoof- 
times  Governor  Ramsey  spoke,  imd  sometimes  Colonel  Luke  Lea. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  it  explained  more  than  once? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  the  Sioux  language  ? 

Answer.  Not  well.  I  understand  n  good  deal  of  it.  I  do  not  speik 
it  well  enougli  to  understand  what  is  said  in  council. 

Question.  Who  interpreted  in  that  council  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  one  but  Alexander  Farribault.  1 
tliink  he  was  the  interpreter. 

Question.  Statt^  the  language  of  the  commissioners  in  the  explamatkn 
they  gave  of  th(»  treaty  1 

Answer.  I  have  stated  it  to  Ix*  as  it  was  written  in  the  treaty. 

Question.  Were  there  any  half-breeds  paid  off  at  Mendota,*whore- 
tcoined  all  their  money  from  the  company? 

Answ(T.  Yc»s.  1  think  I  saw  some  who  retained  it  all. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  a  **  license"  to  trade  with  the  Indians  a 
your  own  name  1 

Answer.  1  never  was  a  licensed  trader  only  as  the  partner  of  Mr. 
j  Randall,  who  had  a  lictMise,  and  I  traded  with  liim  for  two  years. 

I  The  original  j)ower  of  attorney  given  by  the  traders  to  Hugh  Tylt^ 

I  were  here  exhibited  to  Mr.  Hartshome,  when  he  admitted  that  he  hai 

signed  it.     He  said  that  it  was  his  signature,  but  that  he  had  no  recor 
.    i  lection  of  ever  huving  s<*en  that  paper  before.     That  at  Traverse  de> 

j    '  Sioux,  after  the  treaty  was  made,  the  traders   met   and  appointed  i 

'  4  committee  to  examine  and  allow  the  resi)ective  claims  of  cacti.    That 

this  committee  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Sibley,  Mr.  Dousman,  Mr.  Mc- 
Leod  and  others.  That  they  allowed  him  only  five  hundred  and  thim 
dollars  out  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  Were  you  sworn  to  the  correctness  of  your  account? 

Answer.  I  was  sworn  to  my  account  by  Mr.  Smith,  a  notary  public, 
first,  and  then  before  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Were  you  allowed  any  of  that  nine  thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  No. 
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WiLUAM  H.  Kandall,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness- 
Question.  Please  state  your  occupation,  and  how  long  you  have  rt- 

sided  here  in  Minnesota  Territory  ? 

Answer.  I  came  here  in  1846 ;  and  in  1847  I  entered  into  panoer- 

ship  with  William  Hartshome  in  the  Indian  trade,  under  a  license  foo 

the  government  in  1847  and  1848. 

Question.  Did  you  have  a  claim  against  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  1  V\ad  'a  c\«vtii  ?^t  ova  ^otw^\\'tt^^\mdalso  a  claim  fcr  Bvit 

home,  wVdch  was  utag^ie^ \o  ix»*    \^\iV.\si m^  Oi^iK»i:^\s^Giti^<jiqMrDar 
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Ram^^y,  and  swore  to  it.  I  called  on  the  governor  several  times  tc> 
know  if  it  was  going  to  be  paid,  both  before  and  after  I  kad  put  it  in. 
He  told  me  none  but  ^*  licensed  tradeis*^  should  be  paid.  That  he 
"Wanted  to  do  justice  to  all  parties,  but  could  pay  none  but  '^  licensed 
iraders.^^  At  the  time  the  money  was  taken  up  to  Mendota  by  Hugh 
Tyler  I  went  up  with  him.  I  then  examined  the  list  and  found  that 
my  name  was  left  off.  I  relui  ned  and  called  on  Governor  Ramsey  to 
know  why  my  name  was  not  on  the  hst.  He  said  that  he  did  not 
know.  That  he  had  trusted  to  Mr.  Prescott,  who  furnished  him  with 
the  list.  I  said  to  him  that  I  had  sworn  that  I  had  traded  with  the  In- 
dians under  a  license.  He  then  advised  me  to  go  up  to  Mendota  next 
morning,  and  request  Mr.  Tyler  to  postpone  the  payment  until  1  could 
go  to  the  agency  and  get  a  copy  of  my  license.  I  went  there  next 
morning  and  found  that  the  payment  had  been  made  the  evening  before. 
I  did  not  get  my  money.  They  did  not  allow  me  anything  on  my 
claim. 

The  day  aftc^r  the  payment  the  traders,  through  Mr.  Tyler,  gave  me 
nine  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars,  saying  that  it  was  on  account  of  my 
gentlemanly  conduct  towards  them.  They  would  not  admit  that  I  had 
any  claim,  and  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  my  debt  or  claim,  as  they 
said,  that  it  was  out  of  their  own  private  purse. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  funds  were  you  paid  by  Hugh  Tyler  ? 

Answer.  In  paper  money. 

Question.  On  what  bank? 

Answer.  On  a  New  York  city  bank. 

Question.  Who  were  present  when  he  paid  you  this  money  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  H.  H.  Sioley,  Mr.  Dousman,  F.B.  Sibley,  Mr.  Forbes, 
and  Mr.  Tyler. 

Question.  Why  was  it  just  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars? 

Answer.  They  took  a  per  centage  off  of  each  claim,  and  it  came  to 
that  £  urn. 

Question.  In  whose  hands  did  you  find  this  list  of  traders  ? 

Answer.  In  Hugh  Tyler's  hands. 

Question.  Where  was  this  payment  made  ? 

Answer.  In  Mr.  Sibley's  office.  I  went  up  with  Mr.  Tyler,  and  he 
had  the  money  with  him. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  ever  tell  you  why  he  paid  the 
money  to  the  traders  through  Hugh  Tyler  t 

Answer.  He  said  to  me,  that  the  traders  had  given  Hugh  Tyler  a 
power  of  attorney  to  receive  their  money. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  in  regard  to  the  payment  by  Hugh 
Tyler  ? 

Answer.  He  said  that  he  paid  it  to  Tyler  in  bulk,  as  he,  Tyler,  had 
receipted  for  the  "whole. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  council  with  Governor  Ramsey 
and  the  Sioux  chieis  before  the  payment  was  made  ? 

Answer.  I  was  at  one,  at  the  St.  Peter's  agency. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  at  that  council  demand  of  Gov 
ernor  Ramsey  that  their  '*  hand  money"  should  be  paid  into  their  own 
bands  ? 

Answer*  J  did  bear  item  demand  their  money  to  \>e  '^^d  \w\o  ^^ 
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-own  hands.     The  reason  ihey  gave  was,  that  they  had  overpaid  the 
t^ompany,  and  that  they  owed  other  debts  and  traders,  and  wanted  the 
money  paid  into  their  own  hands,  so  that  they  might  pay  them.    They 
said  that  the  company  had  received  ninety  thousand  dollars  from  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey,  and  that  overpaid  them.     The  governor  then  asked, 
who  said  he  had  paid  the  American  Fur  Company  ninety  thousand  dol- 
lars?    The  reply  of*  the  chiefs  I  do  not  recollect.     The  governor  then 
said,  he  would   return  the  money  unless  they  did  something,  which,  I 
think,  was,  that  they  should  sign  some  papers.     The  Indian  chiefs 
«aid  he  might  return  it,  and  theywould  keep  their  lands,  and  they  then 
broke  up  the  council. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  half-breed  payment  ? 

Answer.  I  was,  when  a  few  of  them  were  paid. 

Question.  Who  paid  them? 

Answer.  Hugh  Tyler  handed  the  money  over  to  H.  H.  Sibley,  and 
Mr.  Forbes,  and  they  then  deducted  the  amount  of  the  accounts  which 
the  half-breeds  owed  to  the  company,  and  gave  them  the  balance  which 
was  left. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  money  were  they  paid? 

Answer.  It  was  paid  in  paper  money,  except  small  change. 

Question.  Who  were  there,  taking  part  in  this  payment? 

Answer.  Mr.  Tyler,  Mr.  Dousman,  Mr.  Sibley,  and  Mr.  Forbes. 

Cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey  and  counsel. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  interior  office,  where  they  were  paid? 

Answer.  I  was  not.  I  was  in  the  adjacent  room.  I  sat  near  the 
door  where  I  could  see  into  the  interior  office. 

Question.  Are  vou  sure  that  the  money  was  first  passed  by  Mr.  Ty- 
ler to  Mr.  Sibley?^ 

Answer.  I  am  not  certain.  I  saw  two  or  three  half-breeds  paid  by 
Mr.  Sibley  and  Mr.  Forbes.  There  might  have  been  as  many  as 
twenty  paid  while  I  was  there,  but  I  did  not  see  who  paid  them  all. 

Question.  What  chiefs  were  present  at  the  council  of  which  you 
have  spoken? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  them,  certainly,  only  from  hearsay.  I  was 
not  in  the  room.     I  was  only  where  I  could  hear  what  was  said. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  that  Governor  Ramsey  was  there  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  his  voice. 

Question.  Who  was  the  interpreter? 

Answer.  Mr.  Forbes  and  Alexander  Farribault.  I  heard  no  papers 
read  to  my  knowledge.     I  do  not  know  who  called  that  council. 

Question.  When  was  this  council  held  ? 

Answer.  I  think  in  the  latter  part  of  November  or  first  of  December. 
1852,  before  the  payment.     I  may  mistake  the  time. 

Question.  State  whether  the  six  thousand  dollars  of  your  claim  in- 
cluded all  the  claim  of  Mr.  Hartshorne  or  not? 

Answer.  It  included  all  of  his  claim  that  I  know  anything  about. 
I  was  licensed  to  trade  on  the  St.  Peter's  river,  between  Little  Six's 
village  and  the  Little  rapids. 

Question.  Did  you  recognize  Mr.  Hartshorne  as  a  licensed  trader! 
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Answer.  I  supposed  that  we  were  doing  business  under  my  license. 
I  had  an  assignment  of  Hartshornc's  interest.  Here  the  witness  was 
shown  Senate  document  No.  29,  part  2,  pages  34  and  35,  marked  H.» 
and  says,  that  it  is  the  same  list  be  saw  in  the  hands  of  Hugh  Tyler, 
at  Mendota. 

Question.  Where  did  you  get  your  license? 

Answer.  Of  agent  Bruce. 


Alexander  McLeod*  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Mendota  when  the  "  half-breeds  "  were  paid 
by  Hugh  Tyler? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  money  in  right  of  your  wife  and 
children  ? 

Answer.  I  received  two  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  funds? 

Answer.  I  received  one  hundred  dollars  in  ten  dollar  bank  bills,  on 
the  Merchants'  Bank  of  New  York,  and  the  balance  in  gold. 

Question.  Who  paid  you  this  money  ? 

Answer.  Hugh  Tyler  paid  me.  Mr.  Sibley  and  Mr.  Dousman  were 
there  counting  out  the  money,  and  Mr.  Tyler  handed  me  the  money. 

Question.  What  per  cent,  was  retained  out  of  your  money? 

Answer.  Fifteen  per  cent. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  receipt  for  your  money  ? 

Answer.  I  signed  two  papers,  but  did  not  read  either  of  them? 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  power  of  attorney  to  Hugh  Tyler  to  draw 
your  money  ?  See  a  copy  on  pages  29  and  30  of  Senate  document  No. 
29,  part  2. 

Answer.  I  suppose  I  did.  I  signed  two  papers  and  did  not  read 
either  of  them.  1  never  signed  any  other  paper,  at  any  other  time, 
connected  with  this  matter.  I  saw  several  half-breeds  sign  at  the  same 
time.     Mr.  Tyler  asked  me  to  sign  both  papers. 


William  B.  Dodd,  being  sworn  testified  as  follows. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  July, 
1851? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  Indians  sign  that  treaty? 

Answer.  I  did  not.    I  left  previous  to  the  signing. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  what  is  called  the  ^^Traderi 
Paper? 

Answer.  I  know  that  there  was  such  a  paper  drawn  up  the  day  I 
left  there. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  signing  of  it  ? 
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Answer.  1  do  not  know  anything  about  its  signing.     I  saw  a  rough 
draught  of  it  before  the  signing  of  the  treaty. 

Question.  In  whose  hands  did  you  see  it? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say.     It  was  passing  around  in  the  hands  of  &t 
ferent  persons  who  were  there. 

Question.  Was  there  any  schedule  attached  to  it  at  that  timet 

Answer.  There  was  not,  nor  was  it  signed. 

Question.  Were  vou  at  the  payment  of  the  upper  bands  of  Sioux  last 
fall? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  in  open  council  direct  GovenKi 
Ramsey  how  they  wanted  their  money  paid  which  was  due  them  uoder 
'  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  Yes.    1  heard  Red  Iron,  (a  chief,)  and  Limping  Devil,  (2 
;.  chief  also,)  as  the  representatives  of  a  council   held  in  one  of  thor 

j  lodges  up  on  the  hill,  a  short  distance  from  the  pay  ground,  demand  of 

Governor  Ramsey  the  money  to  be  paid  to  themselves.     This  demand 
was  made  in  open  council.    Governor  Ramsey  gave  them  to  understand 
that  they  had  made  a  previous  arrangement,  and  that  he  could  not  paj 
li  them  the  money,  as  they  harl  previously  disposed  of  it.      That  they  bad 

Ij  agreed  to  pay  their  debts.     I  think  the  chiefs  then  got  up  and  went 

j    *    !•  away.    I  do  not  think  anything  was  said  at  that  time  about  the  Traders' 

(  "    'j  Paper. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  other  council  ? 

Answer.  I  was  present  at  another.  The  Indians  came  down,  and  I 
followed  them  lo  tne  governor's  quarters.  They  had  commenced  talk- 
ing before  I  got  in,  and  I  heard  this  language  by  an  Indian  chief.  "If 
our  debts  are  found  to  be  honest,  we  are  willing  to  pay  them.  There 
is  a  large  amount  brought  against  us,  and  we  are  anxious  that  the 
matter  shall  be  examinee!  into  before  the  money  is  paid."  The  reply 
of  the  governor  was,  "  I  will  consider  your  proposition."  This  is  all 
I  can  now  recollect. 

Question.  Were  you  in  all  the  open  councils  ? 

Answer.  I  was  in  two  between  the  chiefs  and  Governor  Ramsey,  and 
these  were  all  that  I  know  of  being  held. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  a  council  where  a  protest  was  drawn 
up,  remonstrating  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  against  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey's  paying  their  money  to  the  traders  ?  See  this  paper  on 
Senate  document  No.  29,  pages  2,  3,  and  4,  part  Jirsty  executed  in 
presence  of  Agent  McLean. 

Answer.  I  was.  That  is  the  protest,  (looking  at  it  in  said  document) 
It  was  interpreted  to  the  chiefs  and  headmen  by  A.  J.  Campbell  and 
Duncan  Campbell;  both  of  said  interpreters  being  sworn  bv  me  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace;  and  that  is  my  certificate  on  the  paper  shown  to 
me. 

Question.  Was  there  another  pa])er  drawn  up  there  at  the  same 
time? 

Answer.  There  was. 

Here  notice  was  given  to  Governor  Ramsey  to  produce  the  paper 
prepared  by  tVie  livdVan  c\v\efe^  ^tAs^otw  vc\  b^  va  his  hands.  The  pt- 
per  was  produced  by  Govetuot'Raiaae^^  \msix^^^%^&SsS^iis«v. 
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Traverse  des  Sioux,  December  2,  1852. 
To  his  Excellency  Alexander  Ramsey^  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs : 

"  We,  the  undersigned  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  See-see-toan  and 
Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  the  Sioux  or  Da-ko-ta  nation  of  Indians,  noW 
Bsseniblcd  in  open  council,  respectfully  and  urgently  ask,  on  the  part 
of  ourselves  and  our  bands,  the  payment  of  moneys  due  our  said  bands 
from  the  sale  of  our  countrv  to  the  United  States  by  the  trealv  of  Tra- 
verse  des  Sioux,  July  23,  1851,  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit : 

Forty-six  thousand  six  hundred  ($46,600)  dollars,  or  the  amount  con- 
templated as  annuity  fund  by  our  different  treaties  to  be  distributed 
equally  among  our  said  bands. 

Twenty  thousand  (20,000)  dollars  out  of  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  as  per  stipulation  of  the  first  clause 
of  the  fourth  article  of  said  treaty,  to  be  retamed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  remove  and  subsist  our  said  bands  in  such  manner  as 
may  hereaftt*r  be  determined. 

Sixty  thousand  ($60,000)  dollars,  to  be  equally  divided  among  the 
half-breeds  of  our  said  nation. 

The  balance  of  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventv-five  thousand 
dollars,  as  stipulated  in  the  said  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  said 
treaty,  to  be  retained  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  until  all 
claims  against  our  said  bands  shall  have  been  examined  and  adjudica- 
ted ;  and  we  do  hereby,  on  the  part  of  ourselves  and  our  said  bands, 
authorize  and  request  the  following  named  persons  to  act  as  commis- 
sioners on  our  part,  to  audit,  examine,  and  adjust  all  claims  and  de- 
mands against  our  said  bands,  to  the  present  date,  viz:  Nathaniel  Mc- 
Lean, Thomas  S.  Williamson,  and  Madison  Sweelser ;  and  after  a  full 
examination  and  adjustment  of  such  claims,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  requested  and  authorized  to  pay  the  same  out  of  the  balance* 
if  there  be  any,  to  be  paid  over  to  the  chiefs  of  our  said  bands;  but 
should  the  amount  of  the  claims  so  awarded  exceed  that  sum,  then  an 
equal  proportion  to  be  paid  on  each  of  the  said  claims. 

The  undersigned  are  aware  that  there  is  a  large  amount  at  the  pres- 
ent time  justly  due  from  our  bands  to  the  licensed  traders  and  others 
Rmt  supplies  heretofore  furnished,  and  which  their  former  poverty  has 
prevented  their  paying,  and  they  are  now  anxious  that  all  such  claims 
should  be  satisfactorily  adjusted  out  of  the  above  named  funds ;  but 
they  are  unwilling  that  any  claims  shall  be  arbitrarily  paid  without 
[)eing  satisfied  of  their  justice. 

We  are  also  informed  that  a  portion  of  our  traders  claim  the  author- 
ity to  control  the  alwve  named  fund  under  a  certain  paper,  which  it  is 
f'etended  was  signed  by  us  at  tlie  time  of  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of 
raverse  des  Sioux,  purporting  to  give  them  the  control  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  said  fund,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  claimants  equally  meritorious; 
Euid  the  undersigned  hereby  declare  that  such  paper,  if  any  exist,  was 
Graudulently  procured,  that  we  never  signed  any  paper  purporting  to 
settle  the  claims  of  our  creditors  or  dispose  of  any  portion  of  our  treaty 
liind,  and  that  we  will  never  consent  to  the  arbitrarv  payment  of  any 
[iretended  claims  against  us  until  their  justice  has  Been  satisfactotvl^ 
sstablished." 
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Question.  Is  this  the  paper  to  which  you  had  reference? 
Answer.  I  think  this  is  the  paper,  but  I  still  think  it  was  signed.  1 
am  not  certain  that  this  Is  the  pjijper.  I  saw  them  busy,  and  1  tbcKi^ 
they  were  signing  it.  Upon  reflection  I  think  that  the  paper  whiA 
was  signed  was  a  paper  to  Mr.  Swcctser,  stating  their  indebtedness  to 
him,  what  for,  &c.,  which  they  rctjuested  their  agent  to  pay.  The 
foregoing  copy  contains  the  substance  of  the  Indians*  request  of  Gover- 
nor Ramsey  according  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Question.  Was  this  paper  the  result  of  a  council  among  the  cbiefe? 
Answer.  It  is  the  result  of  tlieir  council.     The   paper  was  read  by 
Major  McLean,  and  interpreted  by  A.  J.  Campbell  and  Duncan  Camp- 
bell. 
j  Question.  Did  they  (the  chiefs) take  that  paper  to  Governor  Ramsey! 

Answer.  I  saw  Red  Iron  take  that  paper  and  hand  it  to  Govenwr 
Ramsey  while  he  was  in  the  act  of  getting  into  the  sleigh,  or  was  sitting 
in  the  sleigh,  having  just  gotten  into  it.     I  cannot  recollect  which. 
;  Question.  Wctc  you  present  when  the  Indians  were  paid  their  "«•- 

nuitie^^^  last  fall  at  Traverse  des  Sioux? 
.    ■  Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  How  much  money  did  each  receive  ? 
Answer.  Twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each. 
J  Question.  Who  paid  the  money  to  the  Indians  ? 

X    ..  Answer.  I  will  here  state  the  tacts.     Tlie  Indians  refused  to  receive 

their  pay  in  any  other  manner  than  to  receive  the  whole  of  it.  Thej 
wanted  the  whole  and  not  a  part.  They  refused  to  sign  anv  receipts 
unless  they  cot  their  money,  (meaning  the  two  hundred  andl  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars.)  An  Indian  by  the  name  of  O-tak-c-ta  appeared 
as  a  chief  of  the  "Orphans"  band,  was  recognized  as  a  chief,  andre- 
\  ceivcd  annuUy  mofiey  lis  such;  a  portion  of  his  band  was  paid  in  tbe 

J  afternoon.     The  next  day  the  payment  commenced  generally.     Befiire 

'  /  this   paj'mcnt  commenced,  Governor  Ramsejs    Mr.    Tyler,  and  Mr. 

Dousman  were  up  stairs  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Huggins.  They  came 
down  into  the  front  room,  and  I  asked  Mr.  Tyler  when  they  were  goiDg 
to  commence  the  payment.  Ho  answered  that  they  did  not  know; 
that  they  were  going  to  try  an  experiment,  and  I  think  he  said,  '^ioai 
tticm,  It/link  we  wlU fetch  them T  that  they  had  concluded  to  conousieDce 
the  payment,  and  if  they  could  pay  two  or  three,  and  get  them  to  ac- 
cept the  mon(»y,  that  the  rest,  seeing  them  buy  and  have  goods  in  their 
possession,  would  bo  likely  to  go  in  and  receive  their*pay. 

Governor  Ramsey  was  sitting  in  the  room.  Mr.  McKenzie  uras 
there ;  and  I  think  that  Mr.  Bailley  and  Dr.  Foster  were  there  alsa 
The  payment  was  commenced  by  paying  a  part  of  Otak-e-ta's  band, 
or  else  they  were  Indians  who  were  with  him.  They  paid  a  few  thil 
afternoon,  and  on  the  next  day  they  went  on  with  the  paymenL  Major 
McLean  took  the  money  out  of  the  box,  and  Mr.  Tyler  paid  it  to  the 
Indians.  I  saw  Mr.  Tyler  go  and  bring  money  in  and  pay  it  to  the 
Indians. 

I  wish  it  understood  that  when  allusion  is  made  to  the  Indians  hav- 
ing disposed  of  their  money,  I  allude  to  a  paper  called  the  "Train' 

Pavtr:' 

Question.  See  Seivave  AocMtacwx.  "^o-  "i^^  ^rox  %  ^mjA.  ^^^^  7^  and 
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say  how  many  chiefs  there  are  on  that  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey 
for  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Answer,  The  two  first  are  all  I  knew,  at  the  time  of  the  treaty,  as 
being  chiefs.  Otak-e-ta  was  the  one  of  whom  I  spoke  yesterday,  as 
belonging  to  the  "Orphans"  band.  I  first  heard  of  him  as  a  chief 
about  the  time  of  the  payment,  last  fall,  at  Traverse  des  Sioux.  I 
think  Wah-na-ta  was  paid  as  a  chief  at  the  payment.  I  do  not  know 
whose  band  he  belongs  to.  I  saw  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  commis- 
sion to  0-tak-e-ta  as  a  chief. 

Captain  Dodd,  cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  second  council  ? 

Answer.  I  was,  but  did  not  get  there  until  they  were  partly  through. 

Question.  Who  was  the  interpreter  at  that  council? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Farribault. 

Question.  What  chiefs  were  present  in  that  council? 

Answer.  I  think  the  same  three  chiefs,  and  perhaps  the  Little  Rapids 
chief. 

Question.  One  word  now  about  the  "prote«^"  At  the  time  you  took 
the  acknowledgment  of  that  protest,  had  you  been  commissioned  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace? 

Answer.  I  had  been  commissioned  by  Governor  Ramsey,  and  had 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  my  office.  1  saw  that  protest  handed  to 
Governor  Ramsey,  as  he  was  leaving  Traverse  des  Sioux. 

Question.  Who  interpreted  it  to  him? 

Answer.  I  think  Campbell  was  there,  but  I  do  not  now  recollect. 

Question.  Was  not  the  conversation  there  about  provisions? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  anything  of  that  kind.  I  was  where  I  could 
hear  ordinary  conversation,  but  heard  nothing  of  it,  to  my  recollection. 

Question.  Who  was  present  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Huggins,  where  Mr. 
Tyler  made  the  declaration  testified  to  by  you  ? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  that  Tyler,  Dousman,  and,  1  think,  Mr. 
McKenzie.  I  saw  them  go  up  stairs,  and  come  do^yn.  Governor 
Ramsey  and  these  men  were  boarding  there,  but  I  cannot  say  where 
they  slept.  There  was  another  house  where  consultations  could  be 
held,  and  the  house  where  they  paid  the  Indians  could  have  been  used 
for  councils.  I  think  that  they  commenced  paying  that  evening.  I  did 
not  know  that  0-tak-e-ta  had  a  band ;  but  they  commenced  paying  the 
men  who  wr re  with  him  first. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  this  territory? 

Answer.  Nearly  three  years. 

Question.  Before  leaving  St.  Louis,  had  you  been  on  the  frontiers  of 
the  bountry  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  on  Lake  Superior. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  resided  among  the  Sioux  Indians  before 
coming  here  ? 

Answer.  No.  I  stopped  a  while,  a  very  short  time,  at  "Stillwater.'* 
I  have  resided  a  while  at  St.  Paul.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  Sioux 
language  before  I  came  here.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  chiefs  before 
I '  came  here.    I  had  been  among  the  upper  Indians,  from  the  lOlh  of 
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May,  1852,  but  this  was  not  the  first  lime  I  had  met  them.  I  tried  to 
learn  their  language,  and  learned  their  names  of  things.  The  principal 
portion  of  my  lime  has  been  spent,  for  a  year,  in  exploring  the  country 
with  Indian  guides. 

Question.  You  say  that  you  know  there  was  such  a  paper  as  the 
"Traders'  Paper" — how  did  you  know  it? 

Answer.  I  say  I  saw  a  rough  draft  of  the  so-called  **  Traders*  Paper." 

Question.  You  say  that  you  heard  Limping  Devil  and  Red  Iron 
demand  this  money  to  be  paid  into  their  own  hands? 

Answer.  I  did.  I  think  A.  J.  Campbell  was  the  interpreter  for  the 
Indians,  and  Mr.  Farribault,  also. 

Question.  Who  were  in  the  rouncil? 

Answer.  Red  Iron,  Limping  Devil,  and  E-yang-mo-nee. 
.  Question.  What  time  was  this? 

Answer.  It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  November,  1852. 

Question.  What  white  persons  were  there? 

Answer.  I  think  several.  I  think  Mr.  Sibley,  Mr.  Fillmore,  Mr. 
Tyler,  Mr.  Alexander  Huggins,  and  Mr.  Holtsclaw,  were  present. 

Question.  In  whose  employment  was  Duncan  Campbell? 

Answer.  Mr  Sweetser's  employment. 

Question.  In  whose  employment  was  Mr.  Shaffer? 

Answer.  Mr.  Sweetser's. 

Question.  Where  was  this  "  protest^^  prepared  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  where,  or  by  whom.  Red  Iron  wanted  me 
to  go  to  Mr.  Sweetser  and  see  that  the  paper  was  right.  I  found  Ma- 
jor McLean  there,  and  he  asked  me  to  swear  the  interpreter,  and  I  did 
so.  Major  McLean  read  the  protest  and  explained  it,  and  I  gave  my 
official  certificate.  This  was  at  Mr.  Sweetser's  store.  Red  Iron  wa3 
there.  We-ma-do-ta-hu-to-mo-ni,  and  Lean  Bear,  and  some  others,  was 
there  also. 

Question  by  government  commissioners.  Do  you  say  that  the  men 
named  at  Huggins's  went  up  stairs  with  Governor  Ramsey,  and  that 
they  came  down  together  ? 

Answer.  They  did ;  and  I  asked  Tyler  what  was  the  result  of  their 
consultations.  They  had  been  talking  about  the  payment  before  thej 
went  up,  and  Mr.  Tyler  repUed  as  I  have  stated. 


Alexis  Bailley,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  see  a  paper  which  was  signed  at  the  time  of  the 
signing  of  the  treaty  called  the  *'  Traders*  Paper?** 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Who  had  that  paper  in  possession  ? 

Answer.  Joseph  R.  Brown. 

Question.  Was  this  signing  of  the  "  Traders'  Paper"  going  on  in  the 
presence  of  the  commissioners.  Governor  Ramsey  and  Luke  Lea? 

Answer.  Yes ;  it  was  along  side  of  them,  or  within  a  few  feet  of  tbeffl> 
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Question.  See  Senate  document  No.  29,  page  22,  second  part,  and 
say  whether  that  is  the  paper  you  saw  signed  near  to  the  coromissioners 
at  Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  This  is  substantially  to  the  same  effect. 

Question.  When  that  paper  was  signed  was  that  schedule  of  credi- 
tors names  and  amounts  attached  to  it  ? 

Answer.  No ;  or  if  it  was,  it  must  have  been  filled  up  after  I  had 
seen  it. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Williamson  sign  it  as  a  witness  ? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  he  signed  it  as  a  witness. 

Question.  How  long  after  that  paper  was  signed  was  it  before  that 
schedule  was  made  out  and  attached  to  it  ? 

Answer.  The  council  adjourned  between  four  and  five  o'olock,  p.  m. 
I  was  acting  as  commissary,  and  went  to  give  out  some  provisions,  and 
when  I  returned  back,  about  eight  o'clock,  p.  m.,  it  was  then  filled  up. 

Question.  Was  it  filled  up  in  presence  of  the  Indians  in  council  or 
not? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.     I  was  not  there  when  it  was  tilled  up. 

Question.  In  whose  hands  was  it  when  you  saw  it  after  the  schedule 
was  attached  to  it  ? 

Answer.  In  Mr.  Dousman's  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Sibley's.  I  being  a  party 
interested,  I  requested  them  not  to  act  on  the  matter  until  I  got  back, 
as  I  wanted  to  have  a  vote  in  the  appointment  of  the  committee  to  ad- 
judicate these  claims  against  the  Indians. 

Question.  Who  were  appointed  to  investigate  these  claims  ? 

Answer.  When  I  returned  back  at  eight  o'clock,  p.  m.,  I  was  told 
that  the  matter  was  settled,  and  that  the  adjudications  had  taken  place, 
or  had  been  made. 

Question.  Who  composed  that  committee  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  from  the  men  themselves  that  it  was  Louis 
Roberts,  Martin  McLeod,  and  Joseph  R.  Brown.     Having  then  ex- 

{)ressed  my  disapprobation  of  the  course  taken,  I  was  called  into  a 
odge,  and  there  I  saw  a  list,  separate  from  the  paper  signed  by  the  In- 
dians, with  the  names  of  the  traders  and  amounts  allowed  to  each,  as  I 
now  see  them  on  Senate  document  No.  29,  part  2,  page  23. 

Question.  Are.  the  committee  the  same  persons  who  appear  as  credi- 
tors of  the  Indians  on  that  schedule  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  they  were  on  the  schedule. 

Question.  Were  the  trader's  books,  together  with  their  bills  of  items, 
exhibited  on  the  ground  before  that  committee  for  adjudication  ? 

Answer.  Mine  were  not,  nor  none  others,  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Were  the  creditors  sworn  to  their  claims,  before  they  were 
attached  to  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  signed  by  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of 

Question.  By  what  rule  did  this  committee  profess  to  be  governed  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  none. 

Question.  Was  this  Traders'  Paper,  which  was  signed  by  the  In- 
dians at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  explained  to  the  chiefs  in 
open  council  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  the  Sioux  language  ? 
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Answer.  Very  little  ;  but  I  understand  more  than  I  can  speak. 

Question.  Were  you  near  by  when  the  Indians  signed  that  "  Traders' 
Paper?" 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  "  latt  falC*  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux,  which  was  made  to  the  See-see- toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  Sioux 
Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  in  open  council  direct  Governor 
Ramsey  how  they  wanted  their  "hand-money"  (the  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars)  paid  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  the  chiefs  directed  that  the  said  money  should  be  paid 
into  their  own  hands,  to  be  afterwaids  paid  by  them  as  they  thought 
best.  Governor  liamsey  said  that  this  money  had  been  laid  aside  for 
a  specific  purpose,  and  that  he  could  not  divert  it.  The  Indians  made 
no  reply.  There  was  then  another  council,  wherein  they  asked  to  strike 
off  a  certain  portion  of  the  amount  which  had  been  laid  aside  for  the 
traders,  which  they  wished  to  be  paid  in  accordance  with  a  paper  they 
presented  to  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Question.  Who  presented  this  last  list,  distributing  seventy  thousand 
dollars  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  It  was  presented  by  the  son  of  a  chief  called  "  the  Gun." 

Question.  At  any  other  council  did  you  hear  the  chiefs  demand  their 
money  to  be  paid  into  their  own  hands  ? 

Answer.  Prior  to  the  presenting  of  this  last  paper,  they  made  several 
demands  of  Governor  Ramsey  to  have  their  money  paid  to  themselves ; 
similar  to  the  demand  in  the  first  council. 

Question.  What  were  Governor  Ramsey's  answers  in  each  of  these 
councils  to  these  repeated  demands  of  the  Indians? 

Answer.  His  answers  were  the  same  as  before  stated:  that  their 
"great  father"  expected  them  to  pay  their  just  debts.  I  do  not  re- 
collect the  reply  of  the  Indians  to  this  last  remark.  The  last  remark 
seemed  generally  to  be  a  poser  to  the  Indians. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  have  the  money  (the  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars)  with  him  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  at 
that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  had  that  sum ;  but  he  had  a  sum  of 
money,  '^^ their  annvky  money y^'^  which  was  paid  out  to  the  Indians? 

Question.  Please  name  the  chiefs  of  the  Wah-pa-toan  and  See-see- 
toan  bands  of  upper  Sioux  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Mah-zah-shah,  or  Red  Iron ;  Ish-ta-hum-ba,  senior,  or  "Old 
Sleepy  Eyes,"  and  Ish-ta-hum-ba,  junior,  or  "Young  Sleepy  Eyes;" 
E-tay-wah-ke-an,  or  Limping  Devil ;  0-pee-en-dah,  or  Biff  Curley 
Head ;  Wah-min-da-ne-chah,  or  the  Orphan ;  E-yang-mo-nee,  Kg  Gant 
or  Running  Walker ;  and  Wah-nok-soon  -ta,  or  the  Little  Rapids  chiefs 
making  e^ht  in  all. 

Question.  Were  all  these  recognized  as  chiefs  at  the  trea^  at  Tra- 
verse des  Sioux,  in  July,  1851  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were. 

Question.  Was  Wah-na-ta  a  party  to  the  treaty  of  1851? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    He  was  the  son  of  a  Yankton  Sioux  chief. 
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They  have  intermarried  a  good  deal  with  the  See-see-toan  Sioux  about 
Lake  Traverse. 

Question.  How  much  did  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  Indians 
get  of  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  under  the 
4th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  of  23d  July,  1861  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  received  any  of  it.  I  think  I  would 
have  known  from  my  knowledge  of  the  facts  if  they  had  received  any 
of  it.  There  were  forty  thousand  dollars  set  apart  to  the  half-breeds, 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  set  apart  for  their  removal  and  subsist- 
ence, the  first  year ;  and  I  understood  that  two  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  was  paid  to  the  traders.  The  Indians  did  not  set  apart 
this  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars.  1  allude  to  the  amount 
named  in  the  schedule  spoken  of. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  treaty  of  the  5th  of  August,  1851,  at 
Mendota  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  of  the  lower  bands  (I  mean  the 
Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands)  direct  Governor  Ramsey  how  they  wanted 
their  "hand  money*'  paid,  at  any  open  council  at  the  St.  Peter's 
agency,  last  fall,  at  the  payment  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  They  asked  Governor  Ramsey,  in  my  presence,  in 
open  council,  not  only  for  the  "hand  money,"  but  for  all  the  money 
coining  to  them  under  the  treaty  of  the  5th  of  August,  1851,  the  tra- 
ders' money  inclusive.  The  governor  replied  pretty  much  as  he  did 
before :  "  That  a  certain  sum  had  been  set  apart  for  specific  purposes, 
and  he  could  not  divert  it;  that  the  'great  father'  expected  them  to 
pay  their  just  debts." 

Question.  Were  there  some  of  the  chiefs  for  paying  their  debts  and 
some  not? 

Answer.  They  were  all  for  paying  their  debts ;  but  they  were  for 
having  their  money  first  paid  into  their  own  hands,  and  then  to  pay 
their  debts  themselves  as  they  thought  just  and  proper. 

Question.  How  much  did  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands  receive  of 
the  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  due  them  under  the  4th  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  the  5th  of  August,  1851? 

Answer.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  was  set  apart  for  their  removal 
and  subsistence  the  first  year ;  twenty  thousand  dollars,  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  some  influential  men,  was  set  apart  to  be  given  to  the  chiefs,  to 
be  distributed  by  (hem  to  their  half-breeds  as  they  thought  proper ;  and 
seventy  thousand  dollars  was  left  to  be  paid  to  the  traders. 

Question.  What  was  that  twenty  thousand  dollars  given  to  the  chiefe 
for?     If  you  know  what  motive  was  in  it  we  want  to  know  it. 

Answer.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  them  to  sign  the  receipt 
to  Governor  Ramsey  for  the  ninety  thousand  dollars.  Governor  Ram- 
sey got  the  receipt. 

Question.  Look  at  pages  17  and  18  Senate  document  No.  29,  part 
2,  and  see  the  receipt  of  the  chiefs  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  ninety 
thousand  dollars,  and  say  if  that  is  the  receipt  to  which  you  allude  in 
your  former  answer? 

Answer.  It  is. 
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Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  pay  you  as  one  of  the  traders,  oi 
did  some  one  else  pay  it  for  him  ? 

Answer.  Some  one  else  did ;  Hugh  Tyler  paid  me. 

Question.  Did  you  give  Hugh  Tyler  a  power  of  attorney  to  draw 
your  money  from  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Why  did  you  give  him  that  power  of  attorney  ? 

Answer.  My  reason  was  that  the  payment  to  the  traders  bad  beeo 
so  protracted  I  got  tired  waiting. 

Question.  If  you  know,  say  why  did  not  Governor  Ramsey  pay  you 
the  money  himself? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  reason. 

Question.  Who  asked  you  to  sign  that  power  of  attorney  to  Hugh 
Tyler  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  H.  H.  Sibley  and  Mr.  H.  L.  Dousman. 

Question.  Were  you  required  to  submit  to  the  discount  on  the 
amount  due  to  you  from  the  Indians,  by  Hugh  Tyler,  previous  to  the 
payment  of  the  money  ? 

Answer.  We  had  to  submit  to  it.  It  was  a  contract  made  with  him, 
and  of  course  we  had  to  submit. 

Question.  Would  you  have  received  your  money  without  doing  so, 
if  you  could  have  done  so? 

Answer.  Certainly  I  would  not  have  paid  it  if  I  could  have 
avoided  it. 

Question.  What  amount  of  discount  was  taken  out  of  your  claim? 

Answer.  Twelve  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  What  was  to  be  done  with  that  twelve  and  a  half  per 
cent.  ? 

Answer.  It  was  to  be  paid  to  Hugh  Tyler. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  reason  why  Hugh  Tyler  was  brought 
in  to  receive  this  per  cent.? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  was  your  understanding  about  it  ? 

Answer.  I  was  informed  by  those  who  were  associated  with  me 
that  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  iirom  the  traders  was  to  go  to  Hugh 
Tyler,  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the  views  of  that  treaty  in  W  ashinstoQ. 
Atter  his  arrival  here  it  was  intimated  to  me  that  this  sum  would  not 
cover  the  expenses  he  had  been  at,  and  it  was  proposed  to  add  eight 
per  cenU,  making  ten  and  a  half  per  cent.  As  obstacles  were 
increasing  in  the  way  an  additional  two  per  cent,  was  asked  for, 
making  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  in  all.  These  obstacles  were,  as  I 
was  led  to  understand,  that  certain  persons  were  trying  to  induce  the 
Indians  not  to  pay  their  debts.  A  part  of  it  was  to  be  used  as  tecrd 
urvice  money.  It  was  to  be  used  in  paying  persons  who  were  throw- 
ing obstacles  in  the  way  to  induce  them  to  withdraw  their  oppositkiD 
from  the  payment  to  the  traders. 

Question.  We  wish  to  know  something  of  the  payment  to  Hugh 
Tyler  under  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux.  How  much  did  yoa 
have  to  pay  out  of  your  claim  against  the  See-8ee*toan  and  Wali*pa- 
toan  Indians  to  Hugh  Tyler  ? 

Answer.  Fifteen  per  cent. 
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Question.  Who  paid  you  that  claim  ? 

Answer.  Hugh  Tyler  paid  me  the  small  portion  allowed  me,  and 
took  the  fifteen  per  cent,  on  that. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  funds  were  these  claims  paid  to  you  in? 

Answer.  They  were  paid  in  drafts  and  paper  money. 

Question.  What  banks  were  the  drafts  upon  ? 

Answer.  A  bank  in  New  York.  The  drafts  were  worth  a  premium 
here  at  the  time. 

Question.  Who  drew  the  drafts  ? 

Answer.  (Jovernor  Ramsey  drew  them  payable  to  Hugh  Tyler  or 
order,  and  they  were  endorsed  in  blank  by  Hugh  Tyler. 

Question.  How  much  paper  money  were  you  paid  by  Hugh  Tyler 
on  your  claim  ? 

Answer.  About  two  thousand  dollars.  The  paper  money  was  my 
choice.  I  afterwards  called  on  Govelnor  Ramsey  for  some  gold,  and 
he  very  cheerfully  paid  me  one  thousand  dollars  in  gold. 

Question.  Did  the  half-breeds  have  to  submit  also  to  the  discount  of 
fifteen  per  cent,  to  Hugh  Tyler? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  fifteen  per  cent,  that  they  had  to  pay  him. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  did  you  see  paid  ? 

Answer.  I  saw,  perhaps,  two-thirds  of  tliem  paid. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  funds  were  they  paid  ? 

Answer.  In  paper  money,  by  Hugh  Tj'ler. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan- 
toan  bands  got  all  of  the  twenty  thousand  dollars  you  mentioned,  and 
if  so,  was  it  afterwards  paid  or  distributed  by  the  chiefs  to  their  half- 
breeds  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  got  their  money.  I  know  of  three  bands 
who  distributed  it  to  their  half-breeds  and  their  bands.  "  Little  Six" 
was  one,  "  Little  Crow"  another,  and  Good  Road.  These  were  the 
ones  alluded  to. 

Question.  Who  paid  this  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the  chiefs? 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  when  that  was  paid. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Hugh  Tyler? 

Answer.  I  do.     1  had  a  slight  acquaintance  with  him. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  the  Indian  country,  and  on 
the  Mississippi  river  at  and  above  Prairie  Du  Chien  ? 

Answer.  About  thirty-three  years. 

Question.  Is  Hugh  Tyler  considered  a  person  of  influence  with  the 
Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  I  suppose  he  has  no  influence  whatever  with 
the  Indians. 

Question.  Had  Hugh  Tyler  ever  resided  in  this  country  before  the 
treaties  of  1861  and  the  payments  under  them  ? 

Answer.  No ;  but  I  had  seen  him  here  al  St.  Paul  once  before.  I 
considered  him  a  visitor  once,  before  the  treaty  of  1851. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  Hugh  Tyler's  capacity,  would 
you  have  regarded  him  as  a  person  qualified  to  exercise  a  favorable 
mfluence  in  procuring  the  amendments  that  were  made  to  the  treaty 
by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  be  ratified  at  WaphVxk^w  c^Vj^ 

Answer.  Yea,  he  could. 
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Question.  How,  and  in  what  way  ? 

Answer.  By  his  business  qualitications  and  capacity,  and  his  knowl- 
edge of  government  afiairs  in  Washington.     This  is  my  opmion. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  necessity  for  the  half-breeds  payin? 
this  per  cent,  to  Hugh  Tyler  ? 

Answer.  No  further  than  what  existed  also  in  regard  to  the  traders 
claims. 

Question.  Had  not  the  treaty  been  ratitied    with  the  amendmeots 
when  they  were  paid? 

Answer.  It  had  been ;  and  it  had  been  ratified  also  when  the  tradeis 
were  paid. 

Question.  Was  it  the  interest  of  the  traders  to  have  the  Senate 
•  amendments  made  to  the  treaty  to  buy  the  **  reserve"  also  ? 

Answer.  I  can  only  answer  tor  myself,  it  was  not  my  desire.  There 
was  more  indebtedness  from  the  Indians  to  the  traders  than  two  lnu> 
dred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  would  pay ;  but  that  wu 
enough  to  pay  what  the  Indians  and  traders  had  provided  lor  payine- 
but  not  in  any  oi)cn  counciL  This  was  bel(>re  the  treat3*'  ^^'^^  signed.  Ii 
was  the  impression  of  the  tnoders  that  unless  the  treaty  was  coDfirmeii 
they  would  b(^  losers. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  Indians  of  the  upper  bandi 
*  (See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan)  signed  the  receipt  to  Governor  Raic- 

sey  lor  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousiuid  dollars  If 
Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Who  paid  you  the  amount  of  your  debt  (allowed)  under 
I  the  treaty  at  TraviTse  des  Sioux  1 

'  Answer.  Hugh  Tyler. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  funds  were  you  paid  ? 
Answer.  I  received  about  two  thousand  dollars  in  bank  paper  and 
2  balance  in  drafts  on  a  bank  in  New  York ;  I   think  the  Merchant' 
bank  of  New  York? 

Question.  What  per  cent,  did  you  have  to  pav  on  that  claim  to  Husl 
Tyler? 

Answer.  Fifteen  per  cent? 

Question.  Wliy  was  a  larger  per  cent,  charged  under  this  Tra\'er5f 
des  Sioux  treatv  i 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was  because  there  was  more  expense,  and  I 
saw  about  two-thirds  of  the  parties  named  in  the  schedule  attached  1? 
the  Traders'  Pjiper,  before  spoken  of,  paid  out  of  this  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars  by  Hugh  Tyler,  and  they  all  paid  the  fit- 
teen  per  cent.  also.  Martin  McLeod  refused  to  entertain  the  pitipoa- 
tion  to  pay  fifteen  per  cent,  for  three  or  four  days,  but  afterwards  cimf 
into  the  arrangement.    He  refused  at  first  to  agree  to  it,  but  he  was  not 

{>aid  until  after  he  came  into  it.     Joseph  Laframbois   and  Alexander 
•'arribault  also  refused  to  pay  it. 

Question.  Were  there  any  ntqfposcd  creditors*  claims  on  that  traders' 
schedule  which  were  not  just? 

Answer.  I  say  that  some  claims  on  that  list  were   very  excessiw. 
others  unjust ;  and  some  who  did  not  get  enough,  or  their  just  dues. 
Question.  0(  l\\e  ^^  u^det^^  ciov!nm\u.^<ci**  who  made  out  the  let  o: 


1    « 
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debts  to  be  paid  to  the  traders,  were  there  any  who  could  not  read  or 
write? 

Answer.  There  was  Louis  Roberts  who  cannot  read  or  write  ? 

Question.  Did  you  refuse  in  the  first  place  to  pay  the  fifteen  per  cent  *i 

Answer.  No.     But  thought  it  was  an  abominable  charge. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  person,  out  of  all  upon  the 
traders'  list  or  schedule,  who  got  their  pay,  unless  they  did  submit  to 
this  fifteen  per  cent,  deduction  by  Hugh  Tyler  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

Question.  Were  not  the  claimants  told,  or  given  to  understand,  that 
unless  they  submitted  to  the  payment  of  hfteen  per  cent,  that  the 
money  would  be  paid  directly  to  the  Indians  ¥ 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  Governor  Ramsey  or  Hugh  Tyler  say  so; 
but  it  was  said  in  the  presence  of  Hugh  Tyler. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Governor  Ramsey  present  while  the  paymeitt 
to  the  traders  was  going  on  by  Hugh  Tyler  V 

Answer.  I  saw  him  there  once  or  twice  a  short  time? 

Question.  Did  you  enter  into  any  agreement  to  pay  this  fifteen  per 
cent,  before  you  demanded  your  pay  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  before  I  asked  for  the  payment  of  the  money. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  was  done  with  the  fifteen  per  cent, 
which  was  paid  to  Hugh  Tyler  ? 

Answer.  It  was  used  in  the  same  way  I  have  stated,  in  which  the 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  was  used. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  part  of  it  Hugh  Tyler  was  to  have 
for  his  serxnces  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  this  secret  service  fiind  was  paid  to. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  only  from  hearsay. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  firom  persons  who  paid  this  fifteen  per  cent, 
and  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.,  whether  this  fund  thus  created  is  on 
deposit  in  any  bank  ? 

Answer.  From  information  from  some  of  the  persons  who  paid  this 
per  cent.,  I  learn  that  it  is  deposited  in  some  bauk  in  Pennsylvania,  to 
the  amount  of  forty  odd  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Where  does  Mr.  Tyler  reside  when  at  home  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    He  told  me  he  resided  in  Pemtylvania* 

Question.  What  proportion  of  the  money  paid  by  Hugh  Tyler  to  the 
traders  and  half-breeds  was  paid  in  bank  bills  and  drafts  on  banks? 

Answer.  The  forty  thousand  dollars*  deducting  the  per  centaee 
spoken  of,  was  paid  in  bank  bills  and  drafts ;  the  larger  amount  m 
bank  bills ;  perhaps  five  thousand  dollars  in  drafts.  This  latter  amount 
would  be  the  outside  of  what  was  paid  in  drafb. 

Question.  What  time  was  it  when  you  signed  the  power  of  attorney 
to  Hugh  Tyler  ? 

Answer.  About  the  latter  part  of  November  or  first  of  December, 
1852,  after  the  Indians  had  been  assembled  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  and 

faid  their  annuities  in  part,  and  after  we  had  gotten  down  to  Mendota. 
did  not  see  all  sign  it,  but  it  is  my  impression  that  they  generally  all 
signed  it  at  Mendota,  and  at  Mr.  H.  H.  Sibley's  office.  I  saw  one  or 
two  sign  it  in  his  dwelling  house.    At  this  time,  Crovernor  Ramsey  had 

II 
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returned  from  Washington  with  the  Sioux  money,  as  he  said,  to  be  paid 
to  the  chiefs  in  open  council. 

Question.  Had  you  signed  any  paper  before  that,  constituting  Hugh 
Tyler  your  attorney  in  this  Sioux  matter  ? 

Answer.  I  had  not- 

Question.  Were  you  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  when  the  upper  or  See- 
see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  band  of  Sioux  Indians  were  being  assembled 
for  the  fall  payment  under  the  treaty  of  July,  1851  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  getting  the  chiefs  to  sign  the 
receipt  for  the  "  hand  money  ?" 

Answer.  There  was  difficulty,  but  the  nature  of  that  difficulty  I  do 
not  know. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  in  consultation  with  Governor  Ramseyf 
Mr.  Tyler,  Mr.  Dousman,  and  others,  about  the  payment  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux? 

Answer.  I  was  in  consultation  with  those  men  several  times  there ; 
but  the  manner  of  this  payment  was  not  discussed  in  my  presence. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  at  the  halt-brccd  pay- 
ment? 

Answer.  I  believe  not.  1  do  not  recollect  of  seeing  him  there  at 
that  payment.     I  was  there  myself  neaily  all  the  time. 

Question.  Give  us  the  order  of  time,  if  you  can,  at  which  the  several 
amounts  of  per  ceiitage  were  increased  and  added,  as  you  have  men- 
tioned ? 

Answer.  Before  Governor  Ramsey  went  on  to  Washington  for  the 
money,  Hugh  Tyler  had  been  promised  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  After 
Tyler  and  Governor  Ramsey  returned  from  Washington,  eight  per 
cent,  more  was  demanded  ;  and  three  weeks  or  more  after  that,  two 
per  cent,  more  was  demanded — ^making  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent  in 
all  on  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  fimd.  There  was  ten  per  cent,  paid  oa 
the  Wah-pa-coo-ta  fund. 

Question.  Now,  Mr.  Bailley,  did  the  Wah-pa-coo-ta  band  ever  op- 
pose their  debts  being  paid  to  their  traders  ? 

Answer.  No,  never. 

Question.  Did  not  the  Wah-pa-coo-ta  baod,  from  the  very  first,  ac- 
knowledge their  indebtedness  to  their  traders,  and  desire  it  to  be  paid 
both  in  council  and  out  of  council  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  they  not  yet  agree  to  it  i 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Now,  tell  us  why  it  was  necessary-  for  the  traders  to  pay 
Hugh  Tyler  ten  per  cent,  to  get  their  money  from  these  Indians? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  why.  I  know  I  had  to  pay  nine  hundred  dol- 
lars to  get  the  nine  thousand  dollars  that  was  due  to  me.  No  part  of 
this  per  cent,  was  used,  or  necessary  to  be  used,  to  ray  knowledge,  to 
induce  the  Wah-pa-coo-ta  chiefs  to  do  anythmg.  They  always  were 
willing  to  pay,  and  never  gave  any  trouble  to  anybody. 

Question.  Who  paid  that  nine  thousand  dollars  to  you? 

Answer.  I  gave  Mr.  H.  H.  Sibley  an  order  to  Governor  Ramsey  for 
V  money,  and  he  (Mr.  Sibley)  passed  it  to  my  credit,  after  deductiag 
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)  '  ten  per  cent,  from  the  gross  amount.     1  do  not  know  who  got  this  ten 
cent.,  but  mj'  impression  is  that  Hugh  Tyler  got  it. 

Question.  How  long  were  the  Indians  kept  at  Traverse  des  Sioux, 
after  Governor  Ramsey  arrived  then^  with  the  money,  before  their 
annuities  were  paid  to  them  V 

Answer.  About  two  weeks.  I  do  not  know  tliat  they  were  kept 
there  by  him. 

Question.  Were  they  paid  their  annuities  until  after  the  receipts  were 
executed  for  the  "  hand  money  ?" 

Answer.  1  know  of  no  receipt  being  given  personally ;  but  I  think 
they  were  given  first.  No  receipts  were  given  m  open  council.  I  was 
watching  for  that ;  for  I  knew  wlien  the  receipts  were  signed,  that  we 
should  leave  immediately- 

Question.  Was  this  ^'^ annuity  money"  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan 
bands  paid  to  them  until  after  Governor  Ramsey  had  procured  the  re- 
ceipts irom  the  chiefs  lor  the  "  hand-money,"  under  the  4th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1851 1 

Answer.  I  think  the  receipts  were  first  obtained,  and  the  **  ^mnuity 
money"  paid  afterwards. 

Question.  Were  there  any  Indians  imprisoned  at  Fort  Snelling,  for 
murder,  about  the  time  of  this  payment,  and  signing  of  receipts? 

Answer.  There  were  two  Indians  imprisoned  there  for  murder,  re- 
lated to  the  Little  Crow's  band  and  the  Lake  Calhoun  band  of  Sioux; 
and  they  were  released  a  little  before,  or  a  little  after  this  payment  of 
the  "  annuity  money."  The  Indians  were  very  anxious  to  have  them 
released. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  the  sche(hile  of  imiounts  as  allowed  and 
made  out  by  thcj  "  traders'  committee,"  a  fair  and  just  distribution  of 
the  money? 

Answer.  I  answer,  it  was  not  a  fair  distribution. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  anything  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  from  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  or  any  person  in  his  presence,  about  the  manner  in 
^vhich  they  proposed  to  commence  th(*  annuity  payments ;  and  what 
object  was  to  be  gained  by  it,  if  jmy  V 

Answer.  One  day,  in  Mr.  Huggins's  house,  Mr.  Sibley  or  Mr.  Dous- 
man  (Governor  Ramsey  being  present)  said  that  they  were  going  to 
commence  the  payment  to  those  who  were  willing  to  receive  it,  in 
order  to  induce  the*  others  to  come  in  and  receive  the  money  also,  the 
Indians  having  refused  to  receive  it ;  the  object  was,  to  induce  those? 
w^ho  had  refused  to  receive  it,  to  come  in  with  the  rest 

Question.  Were  all  whose  names  were  on  the  "  traders'  schedule," 
really  licensed  trad^rs^  or  representative's  of  licensed  traders,  with  the 
See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands,  or  half-breeds  of  those  bands? 

Answer.  There  are  several  wlio  were  not  traders  witli  the  See-see- 
toan  <lnd  Wah-pa-toan  band,  nor  are  all  half-breeds  on  that  list.  S.R. 
Riggs,  T.  S.  Williamson,  and  W.  H.  Forbes,  were  not  licensed  traders, 
nor  do  I  know  that  Mr.  Sibley  was  a  hcensed  trader  of  those  Indians. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  half-breeds  of  the  See-see-toans  and 
Wah-pa-toans,  and  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands  V 

Answer.  I  do. 
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Question.  Do  you  consider  the  distribution  as  made  to  tbem,  fiurand 
just? 

Answer.  I  do  not.     Some  of  the  half-breeds  were  excluded  entirely. 

Question.  Were  any  names  added  to  the  "  traders'  schedule*'  afie 
it  came  from  the  hands  of  the  committee,  and  if  so,  what  names,  and 
by  wliom  were  they  added  ? 

Answer.  The  name  of  H.  L.  Dousman  was  not  on  it,  when  I  nv 
the  list  after  the  "traders'  committee"  had  reported.  When  I  get  to 
Mendota,  I  discovered  his  name  also  on  it.  He  is  not  a  partner  of 
mine,  nor  never  was  a  partner  of  mine.  I  think  that  Dousman's  namf 
was  added  in  his  own  hand  writing. 


Alexis  Bailley,  cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  council 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  when  any  distributioD  was 
made  by  the  traders  of  their  debts,  or  at  any  of  the  consuItatioB 
among  the  traders  'i 
j.  Answer.  I  was  not  present  myself,  and  cannot  say  whether  Gover- 

nor Ramsey  was  present  or  not  on  such  occasions. 
ji  Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  at  the  time  this  "  traden* 

'    ""    '  committee"  made  the  distribution  ot  the  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand 

dollars? 
;!•  Answer.  1  do  not  know,  I  was  not  there  myself. 

t;  Question.  Were  you  at  the  council  when  the  upper  bands  of  Indians 

j  made  a  distribution  to  the  half-breeds? 

Answer.  There  was  no  council,  but  some  few  of  them  were  camr- 
ing  out  the  views  of  a  few  of  their  fi'iends,  whom  they  wished  to  favor, 
by  giving  them  a  share  of  the  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Wluit  amount  was  thert  set  apart  for  the  halt-breeds,  and 
by  whom  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  It  was  a  distribution  of  a  portion  of  the 
forty  thousand  dollars,  which  was  taken  out  of  the  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars  previously.  But  I  understood  that  the 
Indians  had  nothing  to  do   with  setting  it  aside  in  the  first  instance. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  this  forty  thousand  dollars  was 
set  aside  for  the  half-breeds  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  twenty  thousand  dollars  was 
set  aside  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan4€an 
bands? 

Answer.  I  was  present  when  the  chiefs  requested  the  commissioners 
to  lay  aside  that  sum  of  money ;  or  rather  when  the  commisskmen 
read  to  them  this  fact,  that  twenty  thousand  dollars  had  been  set  aside, 
and  the  chiefs  and  headmen  assented  to  it. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  receipt  was  given  for  the  one 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  at  Mendota  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  at  any  conversalicxi  you  had 
with  Hugh  Ty\eT,  m  tefetewciKi  vo  ^wj  cv^  ^v;%fc  ^^^^rs  of  attorney  oT 
which  you  have  spokeut 
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Answer.  I  never  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Tyler  on  that  sub- 
ject; my  talk  was  all  with  Mr.  Sibley. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  when  you  signed  the  power 
or  powers  of  attorney  to  Hugh  Tyler  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Questbn.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  when  you  received  your 
money  under  these  powers  oi*  attorney  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Was  the  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  enough  to 
pay  the  debts  of  the  Wah-pa-toan  and  See-see-toan  bands  of  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not. 

Question.  Was  the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan- 
toan  bands  greater  than  seventy  thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  council  subsequent  to  the  treaty 
of  the  5th  of  August,  l851,  when  the  chiefs  acknowledged  certain  in- 
debtedness to  individual  traders. 

Answer.  I  was ;  but  it  was  not  in  the  presence  of  the  commissioners. 
But  they  said  before  the  commissioners,  that  they  wanted  ninety  thou- 
sand dollars  laid  aside  to  pay  their  just  obligations.  Then,  at  a  council 
with  the  traders,  they  acknowledged  an  indebtedness  to  them  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-nine  thousand  dollars,  and  at  a  subsequent  council  of 
Indians  and  traders  they  acknowledged  an  indebtedness  of  one  hundred 
and  nineteen  thousand  dollars ;  but  none  of  these  were  agreed  to,  as 
some  parties  were  dissatisfied  with  the  amounts  allowed  them. 

Question.  Was  this  disagreement  on  the  part  of  the  traders? 

Answer.  It  uxis  on  the  part  of  the  traders. 

Question.  If  this  money  had  been  paid  to  the  Indians  at  the  payipent 
would  they  have  paid  their  traders? 

Answer.  No,  they  would  not. 

Question.  Would  they  have  set  aside  anything  for  their  removal  and 
subsistence? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

Question.  Would  they  have  paid  their  half-breeds  ? 

Answer.  They  might  have  given  a  part  of  it  to  their  half-breeds. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  Indian  character,  when  they 
expect  to  gain,  what  credit  would  you  attach  to  their  evidence? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  much  of  it  when  they  expect  gain ;  but  when 
left  to  themselves  they  are  equal  to  white  men.  But  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  keep  them  from  such  influences. 

Question.  What  were  Mr.  Sweetser's  comments  on  the  arrest  and 
imprisonment  of  Mah-zah-shah,  or  Red  Iron,  at  Traverse  des  Sioux? 

Answer.  He  expressed  a  good  deal  of  feeling,  and  spoke  of  it  as  an 
act  of  injustice.  But  he  said  that  he  did  not  blame  Governor  Ramsey 
or  the  government  officers. 

Re-examined  by  the  government  commissioners. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  Indians  having  acknowledged  to 
owe  the  traders  at  one  time,  one  hundred  aad  fotty-tiu\<&  \^ov)a»sA 
dollars,  and  at  another  timef  one  hundred  and  nmeleeiitViavia^xvdL  ^^:?^ka»« 
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Now  say,  whether  from  your  knowledge  of  the  Indians,  are  they  capable 
of  settbng  their  accounts  for  such  large  amounts  ? 

Answer.  They  are  not  capable  of  looking  into  these  matters  where 
large  amounts  are  involved. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  express  the  desire  to  have  some  white 
person  to  look  into  their  accounts  and  see  what  was  due  to  the  traders  t 

Answer.  They' did  express  such  a  desire. 

Question.  Were  your  accounts,  after  you  had  sworn  to  them,  sub- 
mitted by  Governor  Ramsey  to  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  bands 
from  whom  the  funds  were  taken,  or  by  Major  McLean,  their  agent? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  so  submitted  by  any  one. 

Question.  Were  any  payments  made  in  paper  money  on  any  of  the 
Pennsylvania  banks? 

Answer.  I  saw  some  paid  in  Pennsylvania  bank  notes,  and  I  think 
on  the  Bank  of  Middleton.  But  the}"  were  mostly  made  in  New  York 
bank  notes. 

Question.  Why  did  you  sign  the  order  in  favor  of  H.  H.  Sibley  to 
Governor  Ramsey  to  draw  your  money  due  frpm  the  Wah-pa-koo-ta 
band  instead  of  orawing  it  yourself? 

Answer.  I  signed  it  because  Mr.  Sibley  informed  me  that  there  was 
some  apprehensions  that  an  order  might  be  and  was  apprehended 
(througn  Mr.  Sweetser)  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  stop 
the  payment.  I  at  first  refused,  until  this  information  was  given,  and 
so  did  some  others ;  and  he  further  said  that  we  might  as  well  get  the 
ninety  thousand  dollars  and  have  the  use  of  it. 

Cross-examined  again  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Do  you  know  from  your  own  knowledge  that  any  part  of 
that  secret  service  money  was  to  go  to  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  offer  the  twenty  thousand  dollars 
to  the  chiefs  to  sign  that  receipt  for  ninety  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did  ? 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  Governor  Ramsey  came  to  liberate  tlie 
Indian  prisoners  confined  for  murder  at  Fort  Snelling  ? 

Answer.  The  chiefs  in  open  council  asked  Governor  Ramsey  to  lib- 
erate them,  and  Governor  Ramsey  replied  that  he  would,  provided 
they  acted  properly  in  carrying  out  the  treaty. 

Question.  Were  they  related  to  tlie  chiefs  of  the  lower  bands  ? 

Answer.  They  were  related  to  Little  Crow's  and  the  Lake  Calhoun 
bands.  They  were  released,  as  I  understood,  by  Governor  RamseVi 
about  the  payment,  a  little  before  or  after  it. 


Wah-coo-ta,  The  Shooter,  or  he  that  shoots  arrows,  a  chief  of  one 
of  the  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  bands  of  hnoer  Sioux  Indiaas,  was  here 
sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

William  Henry  Forbes,  sworn  as  interpreter. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  treaty  of  the  dth  of  August,  ISSly  at 
Mendota  ? 
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55        Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  chiefs  direct  Governor  Ram- 
J    sey,  at  the  payment  last  fall  in  open  council,  how  they  wanted  their 

money  paid  ? 
f         Answer.  I  will  tell  you.     There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  ;  we  were 
f     forced  to  sign,  lor  fear  of  starvation  ;  we  were  threatened,  and  we 
signed  a  paper  in  Mr.  Steele's  house. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs,  before  the  pa3rment  last  fall,  hold  a  council? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  council  being  held  last  fall  before  the 
payment. 

Question.  Were  you  in  council  last  fall  with  Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  I  was ;  jit  the  time  there  was  so  much  noise  about  the 
money. 

Question.  What  did  tlie  chiefs  tell  Governor  Ramsey  at  that  council? 

Answer.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  talk.  I  was  opposed  to  paying 
the  debts. 

Question.  What  did  you  want  done  with  the  money  ? 

Answer.  All  the  young  men  of  my  band  wanted  the  money  in  their 
own  hands,  and  I  agreed  with  them ;  and  then  to  pay  it  out  afterwards, 
here  and  there,  as  we  thought  right  and  proper. 

Question.  How  did  Wa-ba-shaw  want  the  money  paid? 

Answer.  He  gave  in  first.     I  staid  there  till  late — near  midnight. 

Question.  How  much  money  was  coming  to  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan 
bands? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  Wji-ba-shaw  ask  Governor  Ramsey  lor  the  money  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  him  ask  for  it. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  ninety 
thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  Wa-ba-shaw  signed  first,  and  then  I  signed  it. 

Question.  Was  anything  given  to  you  to  sign  it? 

Answer.  No ;  no  one  bought  us. 

Question.  What  made  you  sign  it  ? 

Answer.  We  could  not  succeed  in  getting  our  money  otherwise  ;  and 
after  Wa-ba-shaw  signed  it,  I  signed  it  also. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  then  pay  you  your  money  ? 

Answer.  After  that  some  money  was  paid  to  us. 

Question.  How  much  was  paid  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Some  got  nineteen  dollars  and  some  got  more. 

Question.  Did  you  not  get  two  thousand  eight;  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  dollars  from  Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  Wa-ba-shaw  got  three  thousand  dollars,  and  I  got  three 
thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Who  gave  that  to  you? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Did  you  take  the  money  home  with  you  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Who  got  it? 

Answer.  My  nephew,  Jack  Frazier. 

Question*  Did  you  give  it  to  him  ? 

Answer.  I  did  noU 


t 


I 

i 
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Question.  Who  did  give  it  to  him  t 

Answer.  Mr.  Steele,  Jack  Frazier,  and  Governor  Ramsey  said  that 
I  had  better  leave  it  until  next  winter  with  Mr.  Steele. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  received  that  money  yet  ? 

Answer.  I  liave  never  gotten  it  yet. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  asked  for  it  since  that  time  ? 

Answ^er.  I  have  asked  for  it  twice,  and  they  liave  not  given  it  tome. 

Question.  Who  did  you  ask  for  it? 

Answer.  Mr.  Steele. 

Question.  What  did  Mr.  Steele  say  to  you  about  it  ? 

Answer.  He  said  he  would  give  it  to  me  after  a  while. 

Question  Did  any  person  get  Wa-ba-shaw's  money  ? 
I  Answer.  Yes ;  the  same  person  got  both. 

Question.  Did  the  three  thousand  dollars  ever  come  into  your  ovtd 
hands? 
>  Answer.  It  was  placed  on  the  table  by  Governor  Ramsey.    He 

I  came  in  with  two  sacks  of  money  and  laid  them  on  the  table,  uid  Mr. 

Steele  took  them.     I  never  touched  it.     I  saw  it,  but  never  touched  it 

I  Question.  Was  the  money  counted  t 
j"  Answer.  No. 

V  Question.  Were  tlie  two  sacks  of  money  for  you  and  Wa-ba-«haw? 

I I  Answer.  Yes ;  a  sack  for  each. 

Question.  Was  Wa-ba-shaw  w^ith  you  when  you   demanded  this 
.  money  from  Mr.  Steele  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  twice  last  winter. 

Question.  Did  the  other  cliiefs  get  their  money  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  so. 

Questiofi.  Were  there  any  prisoners  confined  at  Fort  Snelling  about 
the  time  of  this  [)ay ment  last  fall  ?  ^ 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  ihry  get  out  of  prison  If 

Answer.  Yes ;  it  wjis  because  we  signed  the  paper  that  tliey  came 
out. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ilamsey  tell  you  smything  about  turning 
them  out  ¥ 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  told  us  that  if  we  did  not  pay  the  money 
over  these  young  Indians  should  remain  there  in  prison. 

Question.  Who  did  the  governor  want  you  to  pay  the  money  to? 

Answer.  To  pay  our  debts  with  the  money  was  what  he  wanted. 

Question.  How  did  you  and  Wo-ba-shaw  come  to  get  this  three 
thousand  dollars  a  piece  ? 

Answer.  It  Was  given  to  us. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ilamsey  give  you  this  money  fort 

Answer.  I  wonder  who  would  give  it  to  us  for  nothing.     It  was  fcr 
our  lands. 

Question.  How  much  of  the  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars 
did  you  get  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  tell  you  that  he  had  the  mooe}': 
and  if  so,  did  youi  cVv\e(&  iVveu  tell  him  how  to  pay  it  9 
/'  Answer.  1  was  at  \>\xt  oive  co\iItf£^^  «cA\A^\isA.>KMs«^ 
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Question.  How  much  did  you  receive  of  the  "  aonuity  money?*' 
Answer.  We  received  twenty  dollars  each. 

Wah-coo-ta  cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  How  old  are  you  ? 

Answer.  I  am  about  sixty  years  of  age. 

Question.  How  much  land  did  you  sell  to  the  whites  ? 

Answer.  Wc  ceded  from  the  St.  Croix  a  good  distance  up. 

Question.  How  much  money  were  you  to  receive  for  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  well  know,  nor  how  much  we  draw  intei'est  upon 
exactly. 

Question.  How  much  money  wa^  to  be  paid  of  the  "  hand  naoney?" 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 
«  Question.  How  much  for  school  purposes  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  it  well  once,  but  I  nave  forgotten  that  also. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  much  was  set  aside  for  agricultural 
purposes? 

Answer.  The  farmers  were  to  receive  six  hundred  dollars  a  year ; 
but  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  How  long  are  your  "  annuities"  to  run  ? 

Answer.  For  fifty  years. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  receipt  when  you  got  the  three  thousand 
dollars? 

Answer.  I  signed  the  receipt  first. 

Questifm.  How  long  before  you  got  the  money  did  you  sign  the  re- 
ceipt? 

Answer.  The  same  day. 

Question.  Where  was  that  council  held  you  have  spoken  o(i 

Answer.  In  Mr.  Steele's  dwelling  house. 

Question.  Who  was  present  when  Governor  Ramsey  paid  you  the 
three  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey,  Samuel  Finley,his  wife,  find  Mr.  Steele, 
that  was  all. 

Question.  Was  Antoinc  Finley  there  1 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  him.     He  was  sick  and  laying  down. 

Question.  Was  not  Mr.  Rock  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  forgot.  Jack  Frazier  was  there  also. 

Question.  Wlio  was  present  when  you  signed  the  receipt  ? 

Answer.  The  persons  I  have  named  were  all. 

Question.  Did  not  Governor  Ramsey  lay  one  bag  of  money  down  to 
you,  and  one  to  Wabashaw,  and  say  tnis  is  for  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  He  said  so.     I  told  you  so  on  yesterday. 

Question.  Who  was  present,  and  where  was  the  council  lield  you 
spoke  of? 

Answer.  The  council  was  held  at  Mr.  Steele's  house. 

Question.  Who  was  present  when  Governor  Ramsey  said  be  would 
keep  the  prisoners  there  all  winter  if  they  did  not  sign  the  receipt? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  Governor  Ramsey  say  so ;  but  I  heard  the 
young  men  say  that  Governor  Ramsey  said  so.    I  v^a^  tmsXai&KCi^^ftr 
terday  about  it.    J  was  a  good  deal  confused. 
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Question.  Has  any  one  Lold  you  that  you  were  going  to  get  back 
your  money  that  was  paid  to  the  traders  ? 
Answer.  I  have  not  heard  any  body  say  so. 


Tah-o-ah-ta-doo-tah,  or  Little  Crow,  a  chief  of  one  of  the  Med-a- 
wa-kan-toan  bands  of  lower  Sioux  Indians,  was  here  sworn  and  ex- 
amined as  a  witness.     William  Henry  Forbes  sworn  as  interpreter. 

Question.  Did  your  chiefs  in  open  council  ask  Governor  Ramsey  for 
your  money  last  fall  at  the  agency  ? 

Answer.  Yes.     Wa-ba-shaw  asked  him  for  it. 

Question.  Was  Wa-ba-shaw  authorized  to  speak  for  the  teven  Med- 
a-wa-kan-toan  bands  of  Sioux  Indians? 

Answer.  We  authorized  him  to  speak  for  the  seven  bands. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  say  in  reply  to  Wa-ba-shaw's 
demand  for  the  money? 

Answer.  The  governor  said  "you  must  pay  your  debts."  Bat  War 
ba-shaw  would  not  allow  it.  Wa-ba-shaw  asked  to  have  all  the  mooev 
paid  over  into  our  own  hands. 

Question.  What  did  the  chiefs  want  to  do  with  the  money,  if  it  had 
been  paid  over  into  your  own  hands  ? 

Answer.  We  would  have  taken  a  small  portion  and  paid  our  debts, 
and  some  to  a  trader  to  enable  him  to  procure  goods,  so  that  we  could 
always  have  him  with  us— one  who  would  not  abandon  us. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  pay  you  the  one  hundred  and  ten 
thousand  dollars  due  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands  under  the  treaty 
of  1851? 

Answer.  Ninety  thousand  dollars  we  know  of,  but  the  other  twenty 
thousand  dollars  we  know  nothing  of. 

Question.  Did  he  pay  the  ninety  thousand  dollars  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  Seventy  thousand  dollars  were  paid  to  the  traders. 

Question.  What  was  done  w4th  the  twenty  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  It  was  for  our  removal  and  subsistence. 

Question.  What  went  with  the  twenty  thousand  dollars,  the  diiier- 
ence  between  the  ninety  thousand  and  seventy  thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  It  was  divided  among  the  chiefs,  in  bags  ;  I  got  one. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  get  ? 

Answer.  I  got  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  give  the  chiefs  that  twenty 
thousand  dollars  for  ? 

Answer.  We  asked  him  for  it,  and  he  gave  it  to  us. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  for  him  for  it  ? 

Answer.  We  did  not  do  anything  for  it. 

Question.  Did  you  not  sign  a  receipt  for  it  ? 

Answer.  We  did. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  more  than  one  receipt? 

Answer.  I  signed  one  then,  and  another  when  we  got  our  annuity 
money  afterwards. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  receipt  for  ninety  thousand  dollars  to  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey? 
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Answer.  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta  signed  it   at  night,  and  I 
signed  it  the  next  day. 

Question.  Why  did  you  sign  the  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  the 
ninety  thousand  dollars,  if  you  did  not  want  him  to  pay  your  traders? 

Answer.  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta  signed  it  first,  and  although 
we  wanted  to  have  it  otherwise,  we  signed  it. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  receipt  for  the  two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  dollars  at  that  time? 
^'        Answer.  We  signed  some  receipt  afterwards.     I  do  not  know  which 
g    we  signed  first.     I  think  we  signed  the  ninety  thousand  dollar  receipt 
first.     Two  days  after  the  first,  we  signed  at  Mr.  Sibley's  house  for  the 
ninety  thousand  dollars,  and  the  other  at  the  agency. 
p»         Question.  Did  you  sign  the  receipts  in  open  council  ? 

Answer.  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta  signed  at  nighty  and  we 
,  signed  it  in  open  council  the  next  day.  The  room  was  full,  and  Gov- 
\    emor  Ramsey  was  present. 

Question.  Did  you  refuse  to  sign  this  ninety  thousand  dollar  receipt 
at  first? 

Answer.  We  would  not  sign  it  at  first. 

Question.  Did  any  one  tell  you  that  they  would  give  you  that  twenty 
thousand  dollars  if  you  would  sign  that  ninety  thousand  dollar  receipt? 

Answer.  No  answer. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  in  open  council  direct  Governor  Ramsey  to 
pay  this  seventy  thousand  dollars  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  No ;  they  did  not.  They  did  not  agree  to  it.     Wa-ba-shaw 
and  Wali-coo-ta  fixed  it.     The  others  knew  nothing  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  thing  to  do  with  setting  apart  this  seventy 
thousand  dollars  for  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta  fixed  it.     There  were  a  great 
many  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  Indians  who  knew  nothing  about  it. 


Here  Wa-ba-shaw  was  recalled,  and  being  .sworn,  testified  as  fol- 
lows.    William  Henry  Forbes  interpreter. 

Question.  How  was  that  ninety  thousand  dollar  receipt  procured  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  spent  nearly  all  night  in  trymg  to  get  us 
to  sign  that  receipt  for  the  ninety  thousand  dollars.  We  signed  it  late 
at  night  at  Mr.  Steele's  house. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  say  to  you  at  Mr.  Steele's 
when  he  wanted  j^ou  to  sign  the  receipt  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  told  and  advised  nic  to  pay  seventy 
thousand  dollars  towards  our  debts,  and  I  refused.  I  told  him  when 
we  made  the  treaty  of  1837,  that  we  then  paid  all  our  debts,  and  that 
'we  did  not  want  to  pay  any  more.  I  proposed  that  he  should  pay  forty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  traders,  and  tnirty  thousand  dollars  to  us,  but 
he  refused  to  do  that  I  could  not  succeed  in  what  we  asked  for,  and 
all  we  ffot  at  last  was  the  twenty  thousand  dollars ;  and  I  could  not 
succeed  otherwisei  and  our  half-breeds  told  us  to  sigu  tVie  xec.^\\\.n  ^aAl 
we  signed  it. 
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Tah-o-ta-ah-doo-ta,  or  "  Litlle  Crow,"  recailed*    William  Heonr 

Forbes  interpreter. 

Question.  How  long  were  the  chiefs  kept  at  the  agency  last  fell  be- 
fore the  payment  ? 

Answer.  A  good  many  days.  We  were  there  a  month  or  more — 
perhaps  two  months. 

Question.  Were  the  Indians  paid  their  "  annuity  money"  before  or 
after  you  signed  the  receipt  for  the  ninety  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answ'cr.  We  signed  the  receipt  first. 

Question.  How  long  after  you  signed  the  receipt  for  the  ninety  thou- 
sand dollars  was  it  before  you  were  paid  your  annuities  ? 

Answer.  Two  days  afterwards. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  the  Indians  were  not  paid  their 
"  annuity  money"  before  yon  signed  this  receipt  for  ninety  thousand 
dollars  ? 

Answer.  We  tried  hard  to  get  it  before.  That  man  Wa-ba-sbaw 
tried  hard  to  get  it  before,  but  we  could  not  succeed  before  we  signed 
the  receipt. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  refuse  to  pay  the  Indians  their 
^*  annuity  money"  until  they  signed  the  receipt  for  the  ninety  thousand 
dollars ;  or  was  he  present  when  there  were  conversations  by  others  to 
that  effect? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  the  governor  refused,  and  said  we  should  not  have  a 
cent  until  we  signed  that  receipt.  There  were  a  good  many  traders, 
half-breeds,  and  others  present  when  he  said  so. 

Question.  After  Governor  Ramsey  refused  to  pay  you  your  "  annuity 
money,"  did  he,  or  any  other  person,  in  his  presence,  offer  you  any  in- 
ducement to  sign  that  receipt  tor  the  ninety  thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  Mr.  Sibley,  Mr.  Alexander  Farribault,  and  many  others, 
asked  us  to  sign  the  receipt.  Mr.  Sibley  offered  us  seventy  horses,  and 
double-barrelled  guns  and  pistols  to  a  good  many  of  the  band ;  but  we 
never  received  them ;  and  Governor  Ramsey  was  present. 

Question.  Was  this  talk  to  you  in  the  Da-ko-ta  language? 

Answer.  Yes ;  it  was  said  to  me  in  the  Da-ko-ta  language  through 
an  interpreter.     I  do  not  understand  English. 

Question.  Was  anything  said  about  the  signing  this  ninety  tliousand 
dollars  receipt  in  connexion  with  the  release  of  some  prisoners  at  Fon 
Snelling  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  the  presence  of  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Were  these  prisoners  in  the  fort  for  crimes  committed  by 
them? 

Answer.  Yes ;  there  were  five  men  confined  for  killing  Chippewa 
Indians  at  that  time. 

Question.  Were  any  of  them  related  to  the  chiefs? 

Answer.  There  was  one  my  cousin,  one  the  son  of  the  chief  Wc- 
chonck-pee,  or  the  Star,  and  one  the  son  of  "  Bad  Hail,"  a  first  soldier. 
Governor  Ramsey  said  that  their  great  father  at  Washington  told  him 
to  retain  them  in  the  "  guard  house"  until  they  (the  chiefs)  signed  the 
paper ;  and  to  retain  their  money  and  not  pay  it  to  them  until  they 
signed  it.  If  it  had  not  been  for  these  things  we  would  not  have  signed 
the  paper  all  the  winter. 
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Questioa.  When  you  signed  the  paper  did  Governor  Ramsey  release 
these  prisoners  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  after  we  signed  the  paper  we  went  over  for  them, 
and  they  were  let  out. 

Tah-o-ah-ta-doo-tah,  or  Little  Crow,  cross-examined  by  Governor 

Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Who  was  present  when  Governor  Ramsey  said  he  would 
not  pay  their  "annuities"  unless  they  signed  the  receipt? 

Answer.  All  the  Indians  were  present,  and  a  good  many  white  men 
I  do  not  now  recollect.  I  do  not  Know  them  all.  Mr.  Prescott  knows 
about  it. 

Question.  What  place  was  it  at  when  Governor  Ramsey  told  you 
that  be  would  not  pay  the  "annuities?'' 

Answer.  First  at  his  own  house ;  then  again  at  the  agency,  in  the 
hall — all  these  Indians  heard  it. 

Question.  What  white  man  was  there,  at  Governor  Ramsey's  house? 

Answer.  A  good  many  white  men  were  coming  in  and  out.  I  do 
not  recollect  who  they  were.     Joseph  R.  Brown  was  present. 

Question.  1  want  you  to  remember  whether  Governor  Ramsey  was 

E resent  when  Mr.  Sibley  told  you  that  he  would  give  you  seventy 
orses  and  guns  and  pistols  if  you  would  sign  that  receipt? 

Answer.  It  was  said  at  Mr.  Sibley's  house,  by  Mr.  Sibley.  Gover- 
nor Ramsey  was  not  present.  "  Shack-o-pee,  or  Little  Six,"  heard 
iu  1  am  ashamed  of  these  things,  but  I  did  not  get  them.  It  was  all 
vrind,  and  we  got  nothing. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  that  Governor  Ramsey  said  that  he  would 
not  release  these  prisoners  until  you  signed  the  receipt  for  ninety  thou- 
sand dollars? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  did  not  say  it  to  me  himself,  but  throuffh 
an  interpreter.  We  were  in  a  house  together.  Mr.  Prescott  was  the 
interpreter.  Twice  Mr.  Prescott  interpreted  and  once  Joseph  R. 
Blown  was  the  interpreter.    I  heard  him  say  so  three  times. 

Question.  Where  was  it  you  heard  him  say  so  ? 

Answer.  At  Governor  Ramsey's  house ;  then  at  the  "  agency." 

Question.  What  white  men  were  present  at  Governor  Ramsey's 
bouse  when  he  refused  to  release  the  prisoners  until  you  signed  the  re- 
ceipt? 

Answer.  I  have  said  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  What  white  men  were  present  when  this  was  said  at  the 
agency? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect.     A  good  many  were  around  there. 

Question.  Did  Grovernor  Ramsey  pay  you  the  two  thousand  eight 
fanodred  and  fiity-seven  dollars,  your  part  of  the  twenty  thousand 
doUars? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  consent  to  sign  this  ninety  thousand  dollais  re- 
ceipt, after  being  advised  by  these  half-breeds  to  do  so  ? 

Answer.  There  were  not  many  of  them  who  advised  rae  \  \w\.  fc^x- 
ander  Fanibault  advised  me,  and  I  signed  it. 
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Little  Crow,  re-examined  by  the  government  commissioners. 

Question.  Would  you  have  consented  to  have  signed  this  receipt  if 
other  inducements  had  not  been  held  out  to  you,  or  if  you  could  have 
gotten  your  money  without  it  ? 

Answer.  Probably  I  would  not.  I  wished  to  see  Wa-ba-shaw  first 
Mr.  Farribault  said  that  he  wanted  me  to  sign  it  without  seeing  him, 
(calling  me  brother  at  the  same  time.)  He  said  he  would  draw  some 
money  himself,  and  if  I  would  sign  it  he  would  give  me  three  thousand 
dollars. 

Question.  You  said  yesterday  that  when  Mr.  Sibley  offered  you  the 
horses,  guns,  and  pistols,  that  Governor  Ramsey  was  present;  and  to- 
day you  have  said  that  he  was  not  present.     How  is  this  1 

Answer.  I  was  mistaken  at  first,  or  else  it  was  not  interpreted  to  mc 
correctly.  Governor  Ramsey  was  not  present.  I  have  not  talked  to 
any  white  men  about  it  since  I  was  here  yesterday.  What  I  said  to- 
day is  the  correct  answer. 

Re-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  when  Alexander  Farri- 
bault told  you  he  would  give  you  three  thousand  dollars  Y 
Answer.  No.     It  was  said  outside. 


Mah-zah-ho-ta,  or  "Grey  Iron,"  a  chief  of  one  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan- 
toan  bands  of  lower  Sioux  Indians,  was  here  sworn  and  examined  ai 
a  witness.     William  Henry  Forbes  as  interpreter. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Wa-ba-shaw  last  fall  at  the  payment  ask 
Governor  Ramsey  for  the  money  due  you  under  the  treaty  of  1851? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  Wa-ba-shaw  say  to  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  Wa-ba-shaw  asked  for  the  money,  but  our  "father"  would 
not  give  it  to  us. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  say  in  reply  to  Wa-ba-shawV 
demand  ? 

Answer.  He  said  he  would  not  pay  it  to  us ;  that  we  should  pay  our 
debts ;  and  if  we  would  not  pay  them,  that  he  would  take  the  money 
back  to  our  "  great  father"  at  Washington.  To  which  Wa-ba-shaw 
replied  :  "  Take  it  back  to  our  great  father;  take  it  back."  As  I  have 
c-dready  said,  the  governor  kept  talking  about  paying  our  debts.  Wa- 
ba-shaw  would  not  consent  to  it ;  nor  would  any  of  us  consent  to  it. 

Question.  How  did  the  chiefs  direct  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  it  If 

Answer.  They  all  thought  se\'enty  thousand  dollars  was  too  mucL 
to  pay  to  the  traders.  They  wanted  to  have  the  money  paid  into  their 
own  hands,  and  then  for  each  one  who  was  indebted  to  pay  them* 
themselves.  We  wanted  him  to  pay  it  all  together  to  us  m  the  firsi 
instance. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  at  the  "agency"  before  you  received 
your  "  annuity  money  Y" 
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Answer.  We  waited  ibr  it  two  months,  mv  father. 

Question.  What  were  you  and  Governor  Ramsey  doing  there  so 
kngy 

Answer.  For  all  that  time  our  "  father,"  Governor  Ramsev,  would 
not  pay  it  to  us. 

Question.  What  did  he  want  you  to  do  before  he  paid  it  i 

Answer.  The  governor  would  not  pay  the  "  annuities"  until  we 
would  agree  to  pay  the  traders  sevent}"^  thousand  dollars,  and  he  would 
not  give  up  the  prisoners  until  the  snow  was  upon  the  ground. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  talk  to  you  sibout  giving  up  the 
prisoners  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  he  said,  when  you  have*  paid  your  debts,  and  signed 
[1  paper^  then  he  would  turn  the  young  men  out  of  [)rison. 

Question.  What  paper  were  your  chiefs  to  sign  t 

Answer.  That  paper  to  pay  the  debts,  sev(*nty  thousand  dollars  ; 
:hen,  he  said,  they  could  come  out. 

Question.  Did  they  sign  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Where  did  you  sign  it  ? 

Answer.  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta  signed  it  at  night ;  Little 
Crow  and  others  signed  it  at  Mr.  Sibley's  next  morning,  and  I  then 
signed  it  in  the  fort,  (Fort  Snelling.) 

Question.  Were  the  prisoners  then  turned  out  V 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  any  other  chiefs  present  when  you  signed  that 
receipt  for  nin(*ty  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  Wa-ba-shaw,  Wah-coo-ta,  Little  Crow,  and  others  had 
signed  it,  and  Governor  Ramsey  said  that  I  wjis  the?  last,  and  I  then 
signed  it,  with  those  who  had  not  signed  it  before. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  in  "  open  council"  direct  Governor  Ramsey 
to  pay  the  tradcTs  this  seventy  thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  any  such  thing.  They  never  did  in  my 
presence. 

Question.  Wen^  there  twenty  thousand  dollars  distributed  among 
the  chiefs  1 

Answer.  Yes.    i  gut  two  thousand  nhie  hundred  doUars. 

Question.  By  whom  was  that  money  paid  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Rams(»y  paid  it.     The  agent  was  prc^sent. 

Question.  Were  voii  to  do  anvthin^  li)r  (Jovernor  Ramsev  for  this 
Lwo  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars? 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect  that  it  was  i)aid  for  anything  that  we 
were  to  do. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  receipt  to  Governor  Kanisey  for  ninety 
thousand  dollars  Y 

Answer.  I  did  ;  and  do  not  recollect  what  was  said  on  the  occasion. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  receij)!  before  or  after  you  got  your 
"  annuities  7" 

Answer.     W(»  signed  the  receipt  first. 

Question.  How  many  days  alter  that  was  it  before  the  annuities 
were  paid  ? 

Answer.  J  do  not  recollect. 


« 
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Question.  Did  any  one  in  the  presence  of  Gov€*mor  Ramsey  offer 
you  anything  to  sign  that  rec<»ipt  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  told  inf^  he  would  let  the  prisoners  ouL 
und  pay  the  money  that  the  chiefs  were  to  get,  if  I  would  sign  it.  I 
do  not  remember  any  body  who  said  so. 

Question.  How  much  money  did  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands 
receive  1 

Answer.  Seventy  tliousand  dollars  was  paid  to  the  traders,  aod 
twenty  thousand  dollars  was  paid  to  us  chiefs. 

Question.  Did  anyof  theMed-a-wa-kan-toan  Indians  get  any  money 
except  the  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Answer.  All  I  got  was  two  thousand  and  nine  hundred  dollars. 

Mah-zah-ho-ta,  or  Grey  Iron,  cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramseyf 

counsel. 

Question.  Wlio  was  present  when  Governor  Ramsey  told  you  tim: 
he  would  not  pay  j'ou  the  money  or  release  the  prisoners  until  ya 
signed  the  receipt  for  ninety  thousiuid  dollars  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Odell,  and  Mr.  Swcetser.     The  roomva: 
full,  but  I  do  not  remember  any  more. 
— ±,^  Question.  Where  was  this  1 

Answer.  At  Mr.  Prescott's  house  in  Mendota.     Mr.  Prescotl  was  th 
interpreter. 
i"  Question.  Whore  did  you  sign  the  receipt  for  the  ninety  tlmusaiu 

;  dollars  ? 

/  Answer.  At  the  ibrt,  (Fort  Snellin^.) 

Question.  What  white  men  were  Uierc  when  you  signed  it  ? 
,   i  Answer.  I  knew  but  three,  Mr.  Prcscott,  the  agent,  Governor  Bam 

i  sey,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort. 

/  Question.  What  house  or  place  was  it  at,  when  Governor  Rauuei 

said  he  would  not  pay  the  money,  or  release  the  prisoners  ? 
Answer.  It  was  in  the  fort. 

Question.  Were  Brow^n,  Sweetser,  and  Odell  there  ? 
Answer.  No,  it  was  not  there  that  I  saw  them.     It  was  at  Mr.  Pres- 
cott's where  I  saw  them. 

Question.  Who  was  present  when  Governor  Ramsey  said  this  i 
Answer.  The  persons  I  have;  named  w-ere  there. 


8hak-o-pbe,  or  "  Little  Six,"  a  chief  of  one  of  the  Med-a-waJnn- 
toan  bands  of  loioer  Sioux  Indians,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witDP$'' 
William  Henry  Forbes  interpreter. 

Question.  Are  you  a  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  chief? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Did  you  chiefs  in  open  council  direct  Governor  Ramsey 
how  you  w^anted  your  "  hand  money"  paid  ? 

Answer.  In  a  council  with  Governor  Ramsey  my  brother  W»Jw- 
shaw  asked  \un\  Vo  Wve  xiwi  motvss^  ^\^\tv\s\  wir  own  hands ;  and  lie 
refused,  and  turned  \v  «xio\>ftex  ^^3. 


:3 
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Question.  Did  Wa-ba-shaw  speak  for  all  the  Mod-a-wa-kan-loaii 
chiefs  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  many  times  did  Wa-ba-shaw  demand  the  money  ¥ 

Answer.  Twice,  he  asked  for  it  at  Mr.  Prescolt's  house. 

Question.  Who  interpreted  for  you  i 

Answer.  Mr.  Prcscolt. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  reply  to  Wa-ba-shaw  when 
he  asked  for  the  money  V 

Answer.  He  refused,  and  said  he  would  take  it  back  to  our  great 
father,  and  we  would  die. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  Governor  Ramsey  about  the 
release  of  the  prisoners  in  the  tort  ? 

Answer.  I  had  a  conversation  with  him  about  them.  Governor 
Ramsey  said,  if  you  will  sign  a  paper,  I  will  release  them.  He  also 
said  he  would  pay  us  the  money  and  goods.  He  meant  our  money  and 
goods  due  to  us  for  our  lands. 

Question.  What  paper  did  lu^  wish  you  to  sign  ? 

Answer.  I  have  reference  to  tlic  paper  my  brother  Wa-ba-shaw 
signed,  and  which  I  signed  at  Mr.  Sibley's  house  next  morning.  He 
did  not  name  what  was  in  it,  but  wanted  us  to  sign  it. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  waiting  at  the  agency  for  your  money 
before  it  was  paid  to  you  V 

Answer.  We  were  there  two  months.  They  made  us  suffer  a  good 
deal. 

Question.  Who  paid  you  the  money  you  waited  for  so  long? 

Answer.  Major  McLean,  the  {igent. 

Question.  Did  you  get  a  plenty  to  (?at  while  you  were  there  waiting 
tor  your  money  ? 

Answer.  We  did  not  get  anythingfromeither  of  them.  We  suffered 
a  great  deal.     Our  children  were  like  to  die. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  wjmt  you  to  do,  before  he 
paid  you  the  money,  which  kept  you  there  so  long  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  said  that  if  we  would  sign  the  paper,  he 
^would  pay  us  our  money  and  release  the  prisoners.  That  was  Aw  tang 
for  two  months. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  receipt  ? 

Answer.  I  have  already  told  you  that  he  went  around  and  got  us  to 
sign  it. 

Question.  Was  it  signed  by  the  chiefs  in  open  council  ¥ 

Answer.  Yes.  Our  traders  were  there,  the  Indians  and  all.  Wa- 
ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta  had  signed  it  before. 

Question.  Did  any  one  in  presence  of  Governor  Ramsey  offer  you 
anything  to  sign  that  receipt  if 

Answer.  No  one  told  me  so. 

Question.  How  much  of  the  twenty  thousand  dollars  did  you  get  ? 

Answer.  Two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  and  a  little  more. 
He  gave  it  to  me  in  a  bag,  tied  up. 

Question.  Who  paid  you  that  money  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Rmnsey  paid  it  to  me. 
12 
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Question.  Who  signed  the  receipt  for  the  ninety  thousand  dollars 
when  you  signed  it  ? 

Answer.  Tah-o-ah-ta-doo-tah,  or  Little  Crow,  We-chonk-pee,  or  the 
Star,  and  Tah-chan-koo-wash-ta,  or  Good  Road,  signed  it  when  I  did. 
Mr.  Sibley  held  ih^  peii  when  I  signed  it.  Governor  Ramsey  was 
present. 

Question.  Wliat  were  you  to  do  for  this  money  ? 

Answer.  He  came  suddenly  and  paid  me. 

Shak-o-peb,  or  Little  Six,  cross-examined  by  Governor  RamscyV 

counsel. 

Question.  Was  there  any  division  among  the  chiefs  in  regard  to  the 
payment  of  tiiis  money  in  the  council  in  which  Wa-ba-shaw  demanded 
to  have  it  paid  into  their  own  hands  ? 

Answer.  We  were  all  of  one  opinion  that  the  money  should  be  paid 
into  our  own  hands.  That  was  the  reason  why  we  authorized  Wa-ba- 
shaw  to  speak  for  us. 

Question.  Was  there  any  difference  of  opinion  among  the  chieis 
with  regard  to  how  much  should  go  to  the  halt-breeds  and  how  much 
to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  They  were  all  of  the  same  opinion.  They  wanted  the 
money  paid  into  their  own  hands. 

This  question  was  repeated,  when  he  answered  that  they  bad  done 
a  good  deal  for  their  traders  ami  half-breeds  before,  and  they  wanted 
this  time  to  have  the  money  in  their  own  hands. 

Question.  Did  you  not  direct  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  this  money 
to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  done  so. 

Question.  Did  not  Tah-chan-koo-wash-ta,  or  Good  Road,  tell  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  to  do  so  ? 

Answer.  1  did  not  hear  him  say  so ;  neither  do  I  know  that  he  did 
say  so. 

Question.  Did  not  Tah-o-ah-ta-doo-tah,  or  Little  Crow,  say  so  to 
Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  any  chief  said  so. 

Question.  Where  was  it  that  Governor  Ramsey  told  you  that  he 
would  neither  pay  you  your  ••  annuities'*  nor  release  the  prisoners  ontO 
you  signed  the  receipt  for  the  ninety  thousand  dollars  t 

Answer.   I  told  you  yesterday  that  it  was  at  Mr.  Prescott's. 

Question.  What  white  men  were  present  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  All  the  traders  and  half-breeds  of  the  St.  Peters  were  there. 
Alexander  Farribault,  David  Olmstead,  Mr.  Sibley,  and  various  otfaeni 
were  there. 

Question.  Who  interpreted  on  that  occasion  ^ 

Answer.  Mr.  Prescott. 

Question.  What  time  was  this  V  Was  it  when  Wa-ba-shaw  demand- 
ed the  money  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  we  all  heard  it,  and  listened  to  it  as  Orphans. 

Question.  At  which  of  those  councils  did  Governor  Ramsey  say  this? 

Answer.  At  both  of  them. 

Question.  Who  were  present? 
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Answer.  I  have  already  said  who  were  present. 

Question.  What  white  men  were  there  ? 

Answer.  The  Indians  and  white  men  were  all  there  together. 

Question.  Was  not  the  paper  you  signed  at  Mr.  Sibley's  house? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  you  wen^  signing  a  receipt  of  ninety 
thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  what  I  was  signing.  I  did  not  know  what 
was  in  it. 

Question.  You  said  on  yesterday  that  you  staid  at  the  "  agency"  for 
two  months.     Can  you  fix  the?  time  when  you  went  there  ? 

Answer.  I  went  there  the  month  when  the  Indians  gather  "wild 
rice,"  and  staid  there  until  the  "  bucks  cast  their  horns" — about  two 
months. 

Question.  Were  Mr.  Steele  and  Mr.  Fillmore  there  V 

Answer.  Mr.  Steele  and  Mr.  Fillmore  were  there. 

Question.  Were  there  not  provisions  issued  to  the  Indians  while  you 
weare  there? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  provisions  being  issued  to  the  seven 
tends  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toans,  while  we  were  there. 

Question.  Where  were  you  when  Governor  Ramsey  gave  you  that 
bag  of  money? 

Answer.  At  the  agency. 

Question  by  government  commissioners.  Why  were  the  councils 
removed  from  the  agency  at  Fort  Snelling  to  Mendota  ? 

Answer.  It  was  because  Governor  Ramsey  went  to  Mr.  Sibley's 
house  at  Mendota.  It  was  not  the  request  of  the  Indians  that  they 
should  be  held  there. 

Question  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel.  Had  not  Governor  Ramsey 
a  right  to  hold  the  councils  where  lie  pleased? 

Answer.  He  could  hold  a  council  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Sibley,  or  any 
other  place  he  might  choose. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  not  complain  that  the  rooms  were  too 
small  at  the  "agency,"  and  that  they  wished  the  councils  removed  to 
Mendota  on  that  account? 

Answer.  I  never  told  him  that,  and  1  do  not  believe  that  any  other 
Indians  ever  did. 

We-chonk-pee,  or  the  "Star,"  a  chief  of  one  of  the  Mcd-a-wa-kan- 
toan  bands  of  lower  Sioux  Indians,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness* 
William  Henry  Forbes,  interpreter. 

Question.  Are  you  a  chief  of  one  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands? 

Answer.  I  am  a  chief  of  the  Lake  Calhoun  band  of  the  Med-a-wa- 
kan-toans. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Wa-ba-shaw  direct  Governor  Ramsey  how 
you  wanted  your  money  paid  which  was  due  under  the  treaty  of  1851? 

Answer.  Yes.     I  heard  Wa-ba-shaw  say :  "  My  father,  I  want  you 
to  give  us  our  money;  we  have  waited  for  it  a  long  time*"     TVv^  %jss- 
emor  then  said,  "  When  you  sign  a  paper,  l\\en  1  vn\i  -^^^  ^ow  '^o^oat 
money  and  annuities.^*    Wa-ba-shaw  replied,  "\3ti\.\\  30x1  ^n^  YOfe^Bbfe 
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money  I  will  not  sign  any  paper."  Governor  Ramsey  then  said, '4f 
you  do  not  sign  the  paper,  I  will  lake  the  money  all  back  to  your  great 
father."  Wa-ba-shaw  then  said,  "  Take  it  back;  if  I  am  to  be  miser- 
able, or  even  if  I  die,  it  is  well." 

Question.  Where  was  this  talk  betwetni  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Governor 
Ramsey? 

Answer.  At  tlie  house  where  we  were  in  the  habit  of  holding  coun- 
cils, in  the  hall  of  Mr.  Prescott's  house. 

Question.  W^ho  interpreted  at  that  time  if 

Answer.  Mr.  Prescolt. 

Question.  What  white  men  were  there  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  The  room  was  filled.  All  those  white  men  who  speak  the 
Sioux  language  were  there.  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Labatte,  David  01m- 
stead,  and  Mr.  Farribault;  some  of  the  officers  of  the  fort,  and  a  good 
many  Americans. 

Question.  Was  anything  said  about  releasing  prisoners? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  was  mentioned.  The  govenior  said  to  us,  "  If  you 
will  sign  the  paper,  the  young  men  who  arc  in  confinement,  belongiug 
to  four  of  the  oands,  I  will  release."  He  had  a  paper  which  he  wanted 
us  to  sign,  but  we  did  not  want  to  sign  it  Wa-ba-shaw  said,  **  When 
you  give  us  our  blankets  and  money,  then  we  will  sign  the  paper." 

Question.  Was  anything  said,  or  offered  to  you,  if  you  would  sign 
that  paper,  by  any  one,  in  Governor  Ramsey's  presence? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  any  one  say  so,  m  Governor  Ramsey's 
presence. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  sign  the  receipt  for  the  ninety  thousand 
dollars? 

Answer.  1  signed  the  receipt.  Mr.  Frederick  Farribault  came  for 
me,  and  I  went  and  signed  it  at  Mr.  Sibley's  house. 

Question.  Did  all  the  chiefs  sign  it,  in  open  council,  at  Mr.  Sibley'5 
house  ? 

Answer.  Tah-o-ah-ta-doo-ta,  or  Little  Crow,  was  present;  and 
Shak-o-pee,  Tah-chan-koo-wash-ta,  or  Good  Road,  and  myself,  were 
present.  Governor  Ramsey  said  that  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta 
Fiad  signed  it  the  night  before. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  waiting  for  j^our  money  at  the 
"agency"  at  Fort  Snelling? 

Answer.  We  remained  there  and  suffered  for  two  months — ^until  the 
snow  tell. 

Question.  Were  provisions  issued  to  the  Indians  during  these  two 
months? 

Answer.  No.  There  were  no  provisions  issued  to  us  at  all ;  they 
(Governor  Ramsey)  wanted  us  to  die  of  hunger. 

Question.  Were  you  prevented  from  going  on  your  "yifl  Aicjitt"  by 
this  delay  ? 

Answer.  There  were  a  good  many  industrious  men  among  us,  who 
hunt  furs  for  the  traders,  wlio  were  prevented  from  going  on  their  hunts 
for  the  want  of  the  money  and  goocls  which  Governor  Ramsey  held  in 
his  arms. 

Question.  How  much  of  the  twenty  thousand  dollars  which  was 
distributed  among  the  chiefs  did  you  get  ? 
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Answer.  I  got  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars. 
Governor  Ramsey  paid  it  to  us  himself.  He  paid  it  so  as  to  assist  the 
soldiers  and  young  men  to  live. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  tell  you  that  it  was  to  be  given  to 
the  "  half-breeds  ?" 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  Governor  Ramsey  say  so.  I  did  not  hear 
any  of  the  chiefs  promise  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  it  to  their  "  half- 
breeds." 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  tell  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay 
seventy  thousand  dollars  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  them  tell  him  any  such  thing ;  nor  did  I  hear 
them  tell  him  how  much  to  set  aside  for  our  removal  and  subsistence. 


MocK-PEE-WE-CHAS-TA,  or  The  Cloud  Man,  a  youns  chief  of  the 
Med-a-wa-kan-toan  Sioux  Indians,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 
William  Henry  Forbes,  interpreter. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Wti-ba-shaw  direct  Governor  Ramsey,  in 
**  open  council,"  how  you  wanted  your  money  paid  under  the  treaty  of 
1851? 

Answer.  I  will  begin  at  the  commencement.  When  the  money  wa» 
first  asked  for,  it  was  I  who  asked  for  it  at  Mr.  Sibley's.  Everybody 
"was  there — Indians  and  white  men.  Even  the  women  were  present. 
Wa-ba-shaw  asked  for  the  whole  of  the  money.  The  governor  told 
Wa-ba-shaw  that  whenever  he  signed  the  paper.,  he  would  give  him  the 
old  annuities  and  the  new  annuities.  After  Wa-ba-shaw  had  asked  for 
the  money,  and  the  governor  had  refused  to  give  it,  the  governor  then 
said,  if  you  do  not  want  the  money,  I  will  take  it  back  to  your  "  great 
father."  Wa-ba-shaw  told  him,  **  Take  it  back,  even  if  I  die."  We 
again  asked  for  the  money,  and  the  governor  ngain  asked  us  to  sign  the 
receipt. 

Question.  What  receipt  was  it  that  the  governor  wanted  you  to  sign? 

Answer.  A  paper  having  reference  to  the  debts,  I  believe,  and  about 
those  Indians  who  were  in  prison  for  killing  the  Chippcwas. 

Question.  Was  anything  said  about  releasing  the  prisoners  by  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  V 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  said,  what  the  others  have  told  you, 
**  that  if  they  would  sign  the  paper,  they  would  get  their  annuities,  and 
the  prisoners  would  be  released." 

Question.  Was  Wa-ba-shaw  authorized  to  speak  for  all  of  the  Kven 
Med-a-wa-kan-loan  bands. 

Answer.  Yes,  he  toas ;  we  were  all  of  that  mind.  We  wanted  to 
have  the  money  paid  to  ourselves. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  waiting  for  your  money  at  the 
••  agency"  at  St.  Peter's. 

Answer.  We  remained  there  two  months.  Our  children  were  nearly 
starving.     We  staid  until  the  snow  fell. 

Question.  Were  there  any  provisions  issued  dunug^  x!la»X.  Vwo  tmscsJc* 
to  the  Indians  f 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

Question.  Were  the  Indians  prevented  from  going  on  their  "yiB 
Attn/*"  in  consequence  of  their  not  getting  their  money  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  request  Governor  Ramsey  to  remove  the 
councils  to  Mendota  from  the  agency  ? 

Answer.  No ;  no  one  asked  him  to  do  so.  Governor  Ramsey  was 
over  at  Mendota  with  the  traders,  and  I  do  not  know  who  proposed  it; 
but  we  were  sent  for  to  come  to  Mendota. 

Question.  How  much  of  the  twenty  thousand  dollars  which  was 
given  to  the  chiefs  did  you  receive  ? 

Answer.  Two  thousand  five  hundred  and  three  dollars. 

Question.  Who  paid  you  that  money  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  paid  it  to  me. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  tell  you  to  pay  this  money  to  the 
"  half-breeds  ?" 

Answer.  No ;  but  I  heard  it  said,  '*  You  can  give  it  to  your  *  half- 
breeds'  if  you  wish,  or  you  can  do  as  you  please  with  it." 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  tell  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay 
seventy  thousand  dollars  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  When  I  heard  that  they  were  going  to  take  seventy  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  debts,  I  said  at  the  first  council  that  was  too  much; 
that  we  had  paid  our  debts  once  before ;  that  we  wanted  the  money 
paid  into  our  own  hands.  We  never  told  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay 
seventy  thousand  dollars  to  our  traders. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  receipt  for  ninety  thousand  dollars  to 
Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  The  paper  was  signed  by  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta  at 
night ;  by  Tah-o-ah-ta-doo-ta,  or  Little  Crow,  and  others,  the  next  day; 
but  at  neither  of  these  times  was  it  when  I  signed  it.  The  governor 
said  to  me,  '*  Here,  j'ou  have  not  signed  the  receipt."  (This  was  after 
the  goods  were  distributed  under  the  old*  treaty.)  I  signed  it  then, 
because  I  thought  probably  I  would  not  get  the  money  if  I  did  not 
The  governor  had  the  money  in  a  bag,  and  when  I  signed  the  papers 
he  gave  me  the  monej'. 

MocK-PK-WB-CHAS-TA,  or  '•  Cloud  Man,"  cross-examined  by  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Was  this  money* demanded  by  you  in  "open  council?** 

Answer.  Yes.     A  great  many  ]>eoplc  were  there. 

Question.  Who  interpreted  at  that  council  ? 

Answer.  William  H.  Forbes. 

Question.  What  white  men  were  present  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  names,  or  I  would  name  them.  Mr- 
Sibley  was  inside  looking  through  the  window.  The  traders  were 
there. 

Question.  Was  it  in  the  presence  of  these  people  that  Governor 
Ramsey  said  he  would  release  the  prisoners  and  pay  the  money  if  tbey 
would  sign  a  receipt  ? 

Answer.  No.     It  was  in  the  council  where  Wa-ba-shaw  asked  for 
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the  money.  I  saw  Mr.  Rock,  Mr.  Labatte,  and  Mouseau's  son,  Alex- 
ander Farribault,  David  and  Frederick,  Joseph  Renville,  and  Major 
McLean  there.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Sibley  there.  Mr.  Prescott  was 
sick  and  did  not  interpret.  Mr.  WjUiara  H.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Farri- 
bault interpreted. 

Question.  Where  did  you  sign  this  receipt  for  the  ninety  thousand 
dollars? 

Answer.  At  Major  McLean's. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  then  pay  you  the  two  thousand  five 
hundred  and  three  dollars  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  Who  was  present  at  the  time  1 

Answer.  Alexander  Farribault  was  the  interpreter.  Those  I  named 
a  while  ago  were  there.     I  cannot  tell  all  who  were  there. 

Question.  When  did  vou  receive  the  two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ihree  dollars  ? 

Answer.  Last  fall.  We  were  there  two  months.  I  cannot  tell  at 
^hat  time  I  received  it. 


John  Campbell,  sworn  and  examined  as  :\  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  1852, 
or  last  fall  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  in  open  council,  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux,  direct  Governor  Ramsey  how  they  wanted  their  money  paid 
under  the  treaty  of  1851  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  The  chiefs  asked  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  their 
money  into  their  own  hands.  The  governor  said  that  he  would  not 
pay  it  to  them.  He  wanted  the  Indians  to  sign  a  paper  for  the  traders 
and  to  pay  their  honest  debts.  The  Indians  asked  to  have  the  traders 
to  show  their  books  before  they  paid  them.  They  meant  the  fur  com- 
pany's books — ^Mr.  Sibley's  books.  Governor  Ramsey  said  that  he 
-wanted  them  to  sign  a  "  paper." 

Question.  Did  the  governor  pay  them  anything  V 

Answer.  No.     He  wanted  them  to  sign  a  paper. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Governor  Ramsey  ask  the  Indians  to  sign  a 
receipt  for  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ?  * 

Answer.  I  did  not.  I  heard  him  ask  them  to  sign  a  paper ;  but  I 
did  not  hear  him  say  how  much  it  was  for. 

Question.  How  many  times  did  you  hear  the  chiefs  demand  this 
money  of  Governor  Ramsey  1 

Answer.  Three  times,  at  three  different  councils.  One  time  at  each 
council.  Mah-zah-shah,  or  Red  Iron,  spoke  for  all  the  chiefs.  When 
Governor  Ramsey  could  not  do  anything  with  Red  Iron  he  told  him 
that  he  was  a  fool,  and  that  he  would  not  speak  to  him. 

Question.  Look  at  Senate  document  No.  29,  part  2,  and  page  7,  and 
say  whether  the  Indians  whose  names  are  signed  to  vVv?Ci  xecevi^V.  «» 
chietsf 
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Answer.  The  two  first  named  arc  chiefs,  but  none  of  the  others; 
some  of  them  I  do  not  know.  I  was  only  at  three  open  councils,  and 
there  were  none  others  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  there  any  such  receipt  as«that  shown  you  on  page  7, 
Senate  document  No.  29,  part  2,  signed  in  open  council  ? 

Answer.  No ;  not  that  I  ever  heard  of.  I  did  not  see  that  paper 
signed  by  any  of  the  chiefs. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  in  open  council  direct  Governor  Ramsey  to 
pay  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan  toans  and 
Wah-pa-koo-tas  last  fall,  at  the  St.  Peter's  agency? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  was  at  all  the  open  councils  held  there. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  direct  Grovemor  Ramsey  how 
they  wanted  the  money  due  to  them  under  the  treaty  of  1851  paid? 

Answer.  Yes;  they  wanted  all  their  money  paid  into  their  own 
hands.  The  governor  said  that  he  would  not  pay  it  to  them.  He 
wanted  the  Indians  to  sign  a  ^^paper*^  to  pay  their  debts.  Wa-ba-shaw 
said  he  wanted  to  get  the  money  and  then  let  each  man  pay  his  own 
debts.  Governor  Ramsey  said  that  he  would  not  pay  it^  I  heard  this 
request  made  at  several  councils ;  I  do  not  remember  how  many,  but 
he  refused  at  every  council. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  governor  requested  by  the  Indians  tn 
discharge  the  prisoners  who  were  confined  in  the  fort  ? 

Answer.  I  did ;  and  the  governor  said  that  he  would  not  release  them 
until  they  signed  a  paper  to  pay  their  honest  debts.  I  heard  this  re- 
<|uest  made  more  than  once.  I  did  not  see  the  chiefs  sign  the  receipt 
tor  ninety  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Were  you  at  any  council  when  Governor  Ramsey  was 
present,  at  Meudota,  when  anything  was  said  about  paying  their  debts 
or  releasing  these  prisoners? 

Answer.  Yes,  1  was.  It  was  at  Mr.  Sibley's  house  last  fall,  he&xt 
the  "  annuity  payment."  Mr.  Forbes,  Alexander  Farribault,  Mr.  Sibley, 
Governor  Ramsey,  Samuel  Finley,  Jack  Frazier,  Mr.  Rock,  and  a  good 
many  others,  and  some  Indians,  were  present.  They  were  taUuQg 
about  the  receipt  for  ninety  thousand  dollars.  Governor  Ramsey  wanted 
them  to  sign  it ;  and  said  if  they  would  sign  it  he  would  release  the  ^*- 
soners  and  pay  their  amiuities.  The  Indians  would  not  sign  the  receipt 
and  Governor  Ramsey  then  told  them  that  he  would  take  the  mooey 
back  to  their  great  father.  Wa-ba-shaw  told  him  to  take  it  back,  and 
he  would  keep  his  land.     This  council  was  in  the  day  time. 

Question.  Was  there  any  liquor  given  to  the  Indians  during  the  ume 
they  were  assembled  to  receive  their  annuities,  or  to  hold  counciU  with 
any  of  the  government  oflBcers  ? 

Answer.  There  was  some  given  ta  Little  Six's  brother  in  Mr.  SiWey'* 
office,  and  he  was  drunk ;  and  Bad  Hail  was  also  drunk.  I  do  not 
know  where  they  got  the  liquor.  They  were  all  the  drunken  Indiaos 
I  saw. 

Question.  How  long  were  the  Indians  kept  at  the  "  agency"  before 
the  payment  of  their  annuities  last  fall  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.     I  was  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  and  do  aoi 
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know  when  they  assembled.     They  were  paid  in  cold  weather.     Tke 
river  idos  frozen  when  they  were  paid. 

John  Campbell  cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  cotmsel. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Governor  Ramsey  tell  the  chiefs  that  he 
would  not  pay  their  annuities  until  after  they  had  signed  a  paper,  at 
Traverse  des  Sioux  V 

Answer.  I  did ;  in  one  of  the  "  mission  houses"  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux.  Alexander  Farribault,  Mr.  Bailley,  Red  Iron,  Limping  Devil, 
(Big  GuQ,)  or  Running  Walker,  and  Sounding  Moccasin  were  there. 

Question.  What  white  men  were  present  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Sibley,  Mr.  Sweetser,  Mr.  Huggins,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr. 
Franier,  and  Jo.  Campbell. 

Question.  What  paper  was  this  that  Governor  Ramsey  wanted  them 
to  sign? 

Answer.  The  fur  company's  paper. 

Question.  Where  was  it  when  the  governor  refused  to  uay  them, 
unless  they  signed  the  i)aper,  the  other  times  you  have  mentioned? 

Answer.  At  the  "  mission-house." 

Question.  Who  were  present  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  .To.  Campl)ell,  Mr.  Sibley,  Mr.  Sweelser,  and  those  named 
before,  were  there  in  all  three  of  these  councils. 

Question.  Do  you  know  all  the  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah- 
pa-toan  bands  of  upper  Sioux  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  know  some  of  them,  Mah-zah-shah,  or  Red  Iron;  E-tay- 
wah-kee-an,  or  Limping  Devil ;  E-yang-mo-nec,  or  Running  Walker ; 
O-pee-en-dah,  or  Big  CurleyHead;  Wah-rain-da-nc-chah,  or  the  Or- 
phan ;  Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  the  Little  Rapids  chief;  and  Ish-tah-hum- 
bab,  or  Sleepy  Eyes. 

Question.  Now  about  the  lower  treaty  at  Mendota ;  where  was  it 
that  Wa-ba-shaw  demanded  the  money  of  Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  At  Mr.  Prescott's  house. 

Question.  How  many  limes  V 

Answer.  A  gcx)d  many  times. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  him  demand  it  at  Mr.  Sibley's? 

Answer.  Yes ;  in  open  council. 

Question.  Who  were  present  at  Mr.  Sibley's  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Farribault,  Samuel  Finley,  Mr.  Rock,  and 
Mr.  Steele.     These  men  were  at  Mr.  Sibley's. 

Question.  Who  were  present  at  Mr.  Prescott's  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Steele,  Jack  Frazier,  Jo.  Campbell,  Alexander  Farri- 
bault, Mr.  Forbes,  and  a  good  many  others.  At  the  last  council  Mr. 
Steele  was  not  there,  nor  Mr.  Rock,  nor  Labatte.  All  the  chiefs  were 
there  except  Wah-koo-ta,  and  he  was  sick. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  liquor  was  given  to  the  Indians  at 
Mr.  Sibley's?  • 

Answer.  All  I  know  is  that  I  saw  Bad  Hail  and  Little  Six's  brother 
drunk.     I  saw  no  hquor  there. 

Question  by  government  commissioners.     WVieu  ^ow^eivVvoto^M^ 
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council  at  night  at  Mr.  Sibley's,  did  the  Indians  cover  their  heads  with 
their  blankets  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  they  cover  their  heads  for? 

Answer.  I  suppose  to  keep  any  one  from  knowing  them. 


John  W.  6abcock>  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  last  fall  when  the  Sec- 
see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  chiefs  came  to  Governor  Ramsey  with  a 
paper  just  as  the  governor  was  about  to  leave  for  St.  Paul,  and  pre- 
sented it  to  him  at  Mr.  Merrick's  store  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  was.  The  Indian  chief  Mah-zah-shah,  or  Red  Iron, 
presented  a  "  paper"  to  Governor  Ramsey.  Red  Iron  insisted  upon 
the  governor's  looking  at  the  paper.  Governor  Ramsey  told  him  thai 
he  was  in  a  hurry,  but  said  he  would  look  at  it  at  his  leizure,  or  to  thai 
efiect.  The  governor  took  the  paper  with  him.  I  am  not  positive 
about  the  chiefs  asking  the  governor  to  hold  a  council ;  but  I  know  that 
Red  Iron  insisted  on  his  acting  upon  the  *'  paper"  then ;  and  that  Red 
Iron  seemed  excited.  His  team  was  then  ready  and  waiting  for  him, 
and  the  governor  then  left  Traverse  des  Sioux  for  St.  Paul. 

J.  W.  Babcock  cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Was  not  Grovernor  Ramsey  then  ready  and  bundled  up  to 
start? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was,  and  came  in  for  something  to  my  store. 
The  team  and  sleigh  were  in  front  of  my  house. 

Question.  Did  he  not  get  into  the  sleigh  and  leave  immediately? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  but  I  know  that  he  left  that  morning. 

Question.  Who  interpreted  for  Governor  Ramsey  there  at  that  timeT 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  young  man  who  interpreted  for  us  in  the 
store.  This  was  the  last  of  November,  1852,  and  alter  Governor  Ram- 
sey had  returned  from  Washington.  It  was  after  the  payment  had  been 
made,  perhaps  two  days.     I  mean  the  **  annuity  payment. 

Re-examined  by  government  commissioners. 

Question.  How  long  were  the  Indians  kept  there  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux  before  the  payment  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Of  whom  did  the  sleigh  load  consist  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  exactly.  I  think  of  Governor  Ramsey,  Mr. 
Dousman,  and  Mr.  Sibley ;  but  am  not  certain. 
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Nathan  Merrick,  sworn  and  x^xamined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  at  the  time  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  See-see  toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  Indians,  in  the  fall  of  18521^ 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  How  long  were  the  Indians  kept  at  Traverse  des  Sioux, 
before  the  payment? 

Answer.  They  were  there  a  week  jifler  I  arrived  there.  I  do  not 
know  how  long  they  had  been  there  before. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  chiefs  of  the  Wah-pa-toan 
and  See-see-toan  Sioux  Indians  presented  a  paper  to  Governor  Ram- 
aey? 

Answer.  I  was.  Red  Iron  was  one,  and  Sleepy  Eyes  was  another 
chief.  They  handed  the  paper  to  the  governor,  and  he  said  that  he 
had  not  time  to  read  it.  He  was  then  ready  to  start.  The  Indians 
wished  to  talk  with  him,  and  the  governor  asked  them  what  they 
wanted  to  say,  (through  a  half-breed  mterpreter.)  The  chiefs  then  said, 
that  if  he  could  not  stop  to  rc^ad  it,  they  wanted  to  tell  him  what  was 
in  it.  They  then  told  liim  that  it  was  a  ^^prolest^^  against  his  paying 
out  their  money  to  the  traders,  as  was  talked  of,  or  words  to  that  effect. 
Governor  Ramsey  took  tlie  "^pe?*,"  and  said  that  he  had  not  time  to 
read  it  then,  but  would  read  it  at  his  leisure,  or  words  to  that  effect; 
or  that  he  would  see  about  it. 

Question.  Has  Governor  Ramsey  talked  to  you  about  that  paper 
since? 

Answer.  The  governor  told  me  yesterday,  that  he  thought  the  paper 
was  something  about  some  provisiom;  and  he  said  that  he  presumed  if 
I  had  not  been  subpoenaed  that  I  would  be. 

Question.  What  impression  was  left  on  your  mind  by  the  governor's 
conversation  on  yesterday? 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  intended  me  to  understand  that  the  "paper** 
was  about  some  provisions^  and  that  tin's  was  what  the  talk  be  bad  with 
the  Indians  was  about. 

Nathan  Merrick,  cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  council. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  directly  or  indirectly  say,  or  inti- 
mate, what  he  wanted  you  to  say  as  a  witness? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did.  He  made  the  remarks  which  I 
have  mentioned  before.  He  asked  me  the  question,  and  then  answered 
it  himself  before  I  spoke. 

Question.  To  the  oest  of  your  recollection,  wjis  not  the  conversation 
between  Governor  Ramsey  and  the  Indians  about  in-ovisionsl 

Answer.  No ;  I  heard  nothing  said  about  provisions. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  conversation  after  they  came  out  of 
your  house? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Has  any  body  else  talked  to  3'ou  on  this  subject? 

Answer.  No ;  I  have  told  it  several  times  last  winter,  m  reference  to 
matters  which  took  place  at  my  store  at  Traverse  de^  €i»\o\n.» 
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David  Fuller,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah- 
pa-toan  Sioux  Indians,  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  the  fall  of  1852! 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  in  any  open  council  held  at  that  place? 

Answer.  No,  nor  private  council. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  last  fall  at  the  St.  Peter's 
agency,  at  Fort  Snelling? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  at  a  council  held  at  the  interpreter's  house. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Wa-ba-shaw  demand  ot  Governor  Ramsey 
to  have  the  money  due  to  them  under  the  treaty  of  1851  paid  into  their 
own  hands? 

Answer.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  wished  it  paid  into  their  own 
hands. 

Question.  What  was  Governor  Ramsey's  reply? 

Answer.  The  governor  replied,  that  he  had  so  much  money  then  to 
give  them  ;  that  they  could  take  that  or  nothing ;  or  rather,  that  they 
could  take  that,  or  that  he  would  take  the  whole  of  the  money  back  to 
Washington.  Wa-ba-shaw  replied,  **  take  it  back,  and  we  will  lake 
back  our  Isinds."  The  governor  referred  to  the  money  that  was  after- 
wards paid  out. 

Question.  At  what  time  last  fall  did  this  take  place  ? 

Answer.  In  the  month  of  November,  I  think.  I  think  it  was  the 
last  council.  I  then  left,  and  I  think  the  council  broke  up  very  soon 
afterwards. 

Question.  How  long  were  the  Indians  assembled  at  the  "agency" 
before  they  were  paid  their  annuities? 

Answer.  I  was  there  three  weeks,  but  they  might  have  been  there 
six  weeks.  But  I  should  think  that  they  were  there  six  weeks  alto- 
gether. 

Question.  Do  you  know  why  these  chiefs  held  out  all  this  time  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was  because  they  would  not  sign  the  receipts. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  the  Indians  constantly,  during  all  this 
time,  refused  to  sign  the  receipts  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Why  was  the  payment  of  the  annuities  delayed  this  length 
of  time  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was  because  the  papers  were  not  all  fixed. 
That  is  my  impression.     I  had  no  claim  of  my  own. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  request  Governor  Ramsey  to  dis- 
charge the  Indian  prisoners  who  were  confined  in  the  fort  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

David  Fuller  cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question*  Were  you  present  at  all  the  councils  held  at  the  "  agency" 
at  St.  Peter's  in  the  fall  of  1862  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  Indians  refuse  to  sign  a  "  paper" 
that  Governor  Ramsey  wanted  them  to  sign  1 
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Answer.  No, 

Question.  How  do  you  know  they  were  kept  there  because  they 
would  not  sign  this  paper  or  receipt  ? 

Answer.  Because  the  Indians  told  me  so  themselves. 

Question.  Was  the  forty  thousand  dollars  "annuity  money,"  or  money 
due  for  their  lands  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  money  due  for  their  lands. 

Re-examined  by  the  government  commissioners. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  in  this  councili  to  which  you  allude, 
desire  the  Indians  to  pay  their  debts  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  Did  they  refuse  to  do  so? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  Was  this  the  last  council  held  by  them  ? 

Answer.  T  think  it  was ;  but  they  may  have  assembled  once  after- 
wards. 

Question.  Were  the  Indians  paid  their  "  annuities"  before  or  after 
the  reoeipt  was  signed  by  them? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 


PHn.ANDBK  Pbbscotx.  an  interpreter,  and  superintendent  of  farming, 
&c.,  for  the  Sioux  Indians,  residing  near  Fort  Snelling,  sworn  and  ex- 
amined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  a  government  interpreter  in  1851  previous  to 
July? 

Answer.  I  was  not.  1  was  an  Indian  farmer  in  1851,  but  I  was  re- 
quested a  part  of  the  time  to  interpret  by  and  for  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  treaty  at  Mendota  in  August,  1851  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  at  the  *'  St.  Peter's  agency"  in 
the  fall  of  1852? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Were  you  at  any  of  the  councils  at  the  **  agency"  last  fall 
between  Governor  Ramsey  and  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toans  and  Wa-pa- 
koo-ta  chiefs  of  the  lower  Sioux  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  was  at  one  at  the  "  agency." 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  at  the  council  direct  Governor 
Ramsey  how  they  wanted  their  money  paid  which  was  due  to  them 
under  the  treaty  of  the  5th  of  August,  1851  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  Wa-ba-shaw  tell  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  over 
what  was  called  the  "  trader's  money,"  or  "  hand  money,"  mto  their 
own  hands.  He  also  demanded  all  the  back  money,  particularly  the 
school  fund,  to  be  paid  over  to  them.  Wa-ba-shaw  demanded  this 
"  trader's  money,"  or  **  hand  money,"  two  or  three  times  to  be  paid  over 
to  them.  Governor  Ramsey  replied  and  said,  that  he  could  not  pay  ir 
over  to  them.     I  do  not  recollect  that  Governor  Ramsey  gave  a^ 
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reasons  for  not  paying  it.  Wa-ba-shaw  again  insisted  upon  the  mooej  i 
beinffpaid  over  to  them.  The  end  of  it  was  that  the  Indians  got  8f 
and  left  the  council.  One  chief  and  two  principal  soldiers  got  up  jtt 
before  they  left  and  said  they  were  willing  to  pay  their  debts.  "God 
Road''  was  the  chief.  Wa-ba-shaw  said,  that  he  teas  authorized  to  tpii 
for  all  the  others^  they  being  present^  and  not  dissenting. 

Question.  When  did  they  first  assemble  at  the  "  agency"  for  the  pur- 
pose of  this  payment  ? 

Answer.  Some  time  in  the  forepart  of  November,  1852.     They  com- 
menced assembling  in  October. 

Question.  When  did  they  get  their  "  annuities  ?" 
Answer.  They  got  their  annuities  some  time   in  the  forepart  of  the 
!  month  of  November  or  December.     I  was  sick  at  the  time. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  other  council  ? 
Answer.  I  was  not  wnen  Governor  Ramsey  was  present. 
Question.  When  Governor  Ramsey  said  he  would  not  pay  them  the 
money,  what  did  he  say  he  wanted  the  chiefs  to  do  with  the  money  t 

Answer.  After  Good  Road,  Eagle  Head,  and  Bad  Hail  had  said  what 
they  did,   (Jovernor  Ramsey  replied,  "there  appears   to  be  some  di- 
vision among  you.     I  wish  you  would  get  together  and  do  somethiDg.*" 
Question.  Who  is  looked  upon  as  the  head  chief  of  the  Med-a-wi- 
kan-toan  bands  V 

*   "   i  Answer.  Each  chief  is  the  head  of  his  own  band.      I  have  heard  a 

:   I  few  Indians  speak  of  Wa-ba-shaw  as  the  head  chief. 

I  Question.  Were  j'ou  the  interpreter  at  Governor  Ramsey's  house  ks 

the  councils  held  with  the  See  seotoan  and  Wah-pa-ioan  chiets  befixi 
Governor  Ramsey  went  to  Washington  for  the  money  ? 
Answer.  Myself  jind  Mr.  Lafranil)ois  were  the  interpreters. 
J   I   I  Question.  How  long  were  the  chiefs  here  at  that  time  ? 

\       i  Answer.  Some  two  weeks  and  four  or  five  days  before  they  signec 

/    j  the  amendments  to  the  treaty. 

Question.  At  what  place  was  that  power  of  attorney  you  see  on  pap 
26,  Senate  document  No.  29,  part  2,  authorizing  Governor  Ramsey  U 
go  to  Washington  and  draw  their  money,  signed  ? 

Answer.  It  was  signed  in  Governor  Ramsey*s  office. 
}  Question.  Was  any  promise  made  by  Governor  Ramsey  t<i  thcchie£ 

!  as  to  how  the  money  should  \ye  |)aid  after  he  returneii  with  it  fron 

Washington? 

Answer.  If  the  President  gave  it  to  him,  he  promised  that  he  wooU 
apply  it  to  carry  out  the  intent  of  the  treaty  of  1851. 

Question.  What  did  Mah-zah-shah,  or  Red  Iron,  say  to  him  on  thai 
subject  ? 

Answer.  '*  Red  Iron"  was  not  here. 
Question.  Was  Ish-tah-hum-bah,  or  Sleepy  Eyes,  here  ? 
Answer.  No  ;  his  nephew  was  here. 

Question.  Was  "  E-tay-wah-ke-an,  or  Limping  Devil,"  here  If 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  "  Wah-min-da-ne-chah,  or  the  Orphan,"  here? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Was  *^  0-^e-eTv-^l^^  wt  ^x^Cxale^  Head,**  here  f 
I  Answer.  Yea. 


i 
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Question.  Was  Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  the  Little  Rapids  chief,  here? 
.  Answer.  He  was  not  here. 

Question.  Was  "  Tah-hum-pa-hen-dah,  or  the  Sounding  Moccasin," 
here? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  How  many  chiefs  are  there  of  the  upper  Sioux  bands? 

Answer.  You  will  find  c/aY?»  enrolled  on  the  roll-book  of  the  agency. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  are  on  that  "paper"  executed  atGrov- 
ernor  Ramsey's  house? 

Answer.  1  &nd/our  on  that  list. 

Question.  How  long  have  the  two  young  chiefs  been  known  as  such— 
I  meaR  "  No-hope-ton  and  O-pee-ya-hen-da-ya?" 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.     I  found  them  named  as  such  last  winter, 
on  the  roll. 

Quezon.  Where  does  '*  xVo-Aope-fon"  live? 

Answer.  At  "  Lac  Traverse." 

Question.  Are  there  two  cliiefs  of  the  "Lac  Traverse'*  bands? 

Answer.  There  are  three  distinct  parties,  as  I  am  told. 

Question.  How  old  is  "  Nohope-ton?" 

Answer.  I  should  say  that  he  is  thirty  or  thirty-five  years  old. 

Question.  Did  No-hope-ton  sign  the  treaty  as  a  chief? 

Answer.  I  do  not  see  his  name  on  the  list. 

Question.  Look  and  see  if  "  No-hope-ton's"  name  is  on  the  "Traders* 
Paper." 

Answer.  No,  it  is  not. 

Question.  How  many  chiefs  are  on  Governor  Ramsey's  receipt  for 
the  two  hundred  and  fitty  thousand  dollars  on  page  7,  Senate  document 
No.  29,  part  2i 

Answer.  I  see  six  names  of  chiefs  on  that  paper,  including  that  of 
No-hope-ton. 

Question.  Is  Wah-na-ta  a  Yankton  or  a  See-see-toan  Indian  ? 

Answer.  The  Indians  say  that  he  is  half  of  Yankton  and  half  See- 
see-toan. 

Question.  Is  Wah-na-ta  on  your  roll  as  a  chief? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  the  Indians  understand  were  the  contents  of 
that  power  of  attorney  which  wjis  given  to  Governor  Ramsey  at  his 
own  house? 

Answer.  The  Indians  were  told  what  the  contents  were,  before  they 
went  to  Governor  Ramsey's  office,  by  Major  McLean  and  Henry  M. 
Rice.  The  Indi;ms  were  told  that  it  destroyed  all  former  powers  of 
attorney,  and  gave  Governor  Ramsey  the  power  to  bring  the  money 
here  for  them.  The  two  former  powers  of  attorney  that  the  Indians 
understood  it  to  destroy  were  one  of  Mr.  Sibley's  (the  "  Traders'  Pa- 
per") and  one  to  Mr.  Sweetser. 

Question.  Were  you  the  interpreter  when  this  explanation  was  made 
to  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Are  you  now  a  government  interpreter  ? 

Answer.  No.     1  am  tlie  superintendent  of  Indian  iaxifiiTv^^  ^» 

Question.  Do  you  speak  the  Sioux  language  1 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Laframbois  present  when  this  power  of  attorney 
was  interpreted  to  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Were  the  old  chiefs  who  were  not  here  when  that  power 
of  attorney  was  given  to  Governor  Ramsey  sent  ibr,  or  notified  to  attend 
here,  on  that  occasion  ? 

.  Answer.  There  were  some  persons  sent  for  them  to  request  them  to 
come  and  sign  the  amendments  to  the  treaty,  That  is  all  I  know.  1 
do  not  know  that  they  were  sent  for  to  sign  the  power  of  attorney. 

Question.  Had  you  your  books  at  Traverse  dcs  Sioux  at  the  time  of 
the  treaty,  or  your  accounts  against  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Upon  what  authority  did  they  allow  you  thirteen  hundred 
and  twenty-four  dollars  ?  , 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  left  a  paper  with  the  amount  in  dollars 
and  cents  on  it.  It  amounted  to  four  thousand  three  hundred  dollars 
or  more. 

Question.  By  what  rule  did  they  cut  you  down  from  four  thousand 
three  hundred  to  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  you  authorize  any  one  to  appoint  a  **  committee'*  to 
apportion  the  claims  of  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Have  you  received  the  amount  of  your  account,  which  wai> 
allowed  to  you? 

Answer.  I  have  received  a  part  of  it.  I  was  told  that  there  wai» 
fifteen  per  cent  taken  out  of  it.  Mr.  Franklin  Steele  sent  me  the  money. 
I  have  never  asked  any  one  what  this  fifteen  per  cent,  was  for,  nor  do  I 
know  what  it  was  for.  I  remonstrated  against  it  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  SiUey. 
I  did  not  know  who  had  the  management  of  the  business.  I  signed  a 
power  of  attorney  to  Hugh  Tyler.  Hugh  Tyler  came  to  my  house  with 
Governor  Ramsey,  and  wanted  me  to  sign  a  power  of  attorney  to  enable 
him  to  draw  the  money.  Nothing  was  said  about  his  deducting  .^^te^ 
per  cent,  out  of  it,  that  I  recollect. 

Question.  What  reason  did  he  give  in  Governor  Ramsey's  presence 
for  asking  you  to  sign,  or  give  him  that  power  of  attorney  ? 

Answer.  He  gave  me  no  reason  for  doing  so. 

Question*  In  what  kind  of  funds  were  you  paid? 

Answer.  I  received  in  all  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  paper 
money,  and  about  nine  hundred  dollars  in  gold. 

Question.  Did  you  draw  any  mcmey  in  right  of  your  children;  or 
did  your  children,  or  any  one  of  them,  draw  any  money  as  half-breeds  t 

Answer.  No ;  they  drew  nothing. 

Question.  Are  3'our  children  ha^-brced  Sioux  f 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  is  the  reason  you  did  not  draw  money  for  them 
as  half-breeds? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  There  was  a  petition  got  up  to  Governor 
Ramsey  to  divide  all  this  money  equally  among  all  the  hali-brceds 
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Question*  Did  you  sign  an  order  to  Mr.  Sibley  to  draw  your  money 
from  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  signing  any  such  paper.  I  signed 
two  papers  while  I  was  sick.  I  supposed  them  both  to  be  powers  of 
attorney.     I  signed  them  to  Hugh  Tyler  when  Governor  Ramsey  was 

present. 

« 

Philander  Prescott  cross-examined  by  Gov.  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Did  not  Governor  Ramsey,  at  the  time  you  went  there» 
simply  ask,  whether  this  power  of  attorney  had  been  explained  to  the 
Indians? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  the  governor  said  anything  to  them, 
until  the  Indians  first  mentioned  that  they  wished  him  to  write  to  their 
great  father,  or  to  take  a  paper  for  them  to  their  great  father,  request- 
ing him,  (their  great  father,)  to  destroy  the  powers  of  attorney  which 
they  had  signed  before,  and  also  requesting  him  in  said  paper  to  send 
them  their  money  for  their  land. 

Question.  Is  that  the  power  of  attorney  you  allude  to  ? 

Answer.  That  appears  to  be  the  tenor  of  the  same  paper. 

Question.  Did  not  the  Indians  fiilly  understand  that  paper,  before 
they  went  to  Governor  Ramsey  with  it  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  did. 

Question.  Was  not  "  Ya-zoo-ah-pee  *'  the  principal  soldier  of  the 
"  Little  Rapids"  band,  representing  his  chief  nere ;  and  is  he  not  the 
"speaker''  for  his  band— doing  the  business  of  his  chief? 

Answer.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  Ya-zoo-ah-pec  was  here,  and  that 
Governor  Ramsey  asked  him  if  he  would  sign,  and  that  he  said  yes. 

Question.  Are  not  "  E-yang-mo-nee,"  E-tay-wa-ke-an,  Ish-tah-hum- 
ba-koash-ka,  **Oo-pee-ya-hen-da-ya,"  and  No-hope-ton,  chiefs;  and 
Mah-kah-een-day  the  chief  man  of  the  •*  Orphans"  band,  representing 
his  chief;  and  did  he  not  so  say  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  The  first  is  a  chief;  the  second  is  a  chief  also ;  the  next  is 
the  son  of  a  chief;  and  when  the  old  man  is  absent,  the  young  one  does 
the  business.  The  fourth  is  a  chief.  I  find  the  Indians  acknowledge 
No-hope-ton  to  be  a  chief,  but  how  long  since  I  do  not  know.  "  Ma- 
kah-een-day"  came  here  and  said  that  his  chief  was  absent.  That 
he  was  told  that  he  and  his  chief  bad  been  sent  for  to  sign  the  amend- 
ments to  the  treaty.  When  he  went  before  Governor  Ramsey,  he  was 
asked  by  the  governor  if  would  sign  for  his  chief,  and  he  said  "  yes, " 
and  signed  the  amendments  to  the  treaty. 

Question.  How  much  of  a  band  has  "  Wah-na-ta  ?  " 

Answer.  About  three  hundred  in  all. 

Question.  How  much  of  a  band  had  "  O-tak-e-ta?" 

Answer.  Less  than  two  hundred. 

Question.  How  much  of  a  band  has  *'Ish-ta-hum-ba-koash-ka?  " 

Answer.  About  four  hundred. 

Question.  Is  not  Wah-na-ta's  band  one  of  the  largest  of  the  bands 
OR  the  list  ? 
'  Answer.  I  think  that  it  is  about  the  tJiird  on  the  See-se&-toan  list. 
13 
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Question.  With  whom   did  you   leave  your   account  against  the 
Indians  at  Traverse  des  Sioux? 

Answer.  With  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Did  you  request  that  attention  should  be  paid  to  it  ? 

Answer.  I  asked  Governor  Ramsey  to  hand  my  account  in,  if  a 
dividend  was  made  there. 

Question.  Was  your  account  for  the  four  thousand  and  three  hundred 
dollars  justly  due  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  that  was  the  original  account  without  interest. 

Question.  Did  you  swear  to  its  correctness  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Had  the  money  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians 
what  would  have  become  of  it  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  would  have  used  most  of  it  up  themselves. 
They  would  have  paid  a  very  small  portion  of  it  to  their  traders. 

Question.  If  this  money  had  been  paid  to  them,  would  they  have 
set  aside  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  their  removal  and  subsistence? 

Answer.  A  very  small  portion  of  them  would  have  done  so. 

Question.  Were  the  Indians  advised  or  infornjed,  before  they  went 
to  Governor  Ramsey's  house,  that  they  were  to  sign  two  papers  ? 

Answer.  They  were  told  that  they  were  to  sign  two  papers ;  one 
a  power  of  attorney,  and  the  amendments  to  the  treaty. 

Question.  Did  they  go  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  that  purpose? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  Had  they  a  perfect  understanding  of  these  two  papers  at 
the  time  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  had. 

Question.  Did  not  Governor  Ramsey  say  that  if  it  was  their  wish 
he  would  take  the  power  of  attorney  ? 

Answer.  He  made  some  such  remark ;  I  do  not  recollect  distinctly. 

Question.  Are  not  your  children  Mcd-a-wa-kan-toan  half-breeds? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  not  Governor  Ramsey,  when  Wa-ba-shaw  demanded 
the  debt  and  school  fund,  simply  advise  the  Indians  to  come  to  some  un- 
derstanding among  themselves,  as  there  appeared  to  be  some  divisioo 
among  them  ? 

Answer.  I  said  that  yesterdaj'. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  the  prisoners  confined  at  the 
fort  for  killing  the  Chippewas  ? 

Answer.  They  were  confined  by  order  of  Governor  Ramsey  fiir 
killing  some  Chippewa  Indians. 

Question.  In  Governor  Ramsey's  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  has 
his  treatment  towards  them  been  harsh  or  uniformly  kind  ? 

Answer.  I  have  known  him  to  be  very  kind  and  lenient  towards 
them.     I  have  never  known  him  to  be  harsh  or  tyranical. 

Question.  Were  not  the  chiefs  and  Indians  collected  at  the  **  agen- 
cy" long  before  Governor  Ramsey  got  back  from  Washington  with 
their  money  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  some  of  them  were  collected  there  before  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  got  back;  or  before  Major  McLean  returned  from  St 
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Louis.     Major  McLean  brought  the  "  annuity  money"  under  the  treaty 
of  1837  with  him  from  St.  Louis. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey,  when  you  were  present,  ever  tell 
the  chiefs  that  he  would  not  pay  their  "  annuities,"  unless  they  paid 
their  debts  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  him  tell  them  so. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Governor  Ramsey  tell  the  chiefs  that  he 
would  not  release  their  prisoners  until  they  signed  a  paper  ? 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  Was  the  seventy  thousand  dollars  paid  by  Governor  Ram- 
sey to  the  traders  sufficient  to  pay  the  amount  due  to  them  from  the 
Indians? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  *'  agency  office  "  when  a  paper 
which  had  l)een  drawn  up  to  Mr.  Sweetscr  was  destroyed? 

Answer.  The  Indians  came  into  council,  a  large  number  of  them, . 
and  a  large  number  of  chiefs,  and  some  half-breeds,  and  Mr.  Sweetser. 
The  Indians  then  handed  to  agent  McLean  a  paper,  and  said  they 
wished  the  provisions  of  that  paper  carried  out.  The  agent  read  the 
paper  and  I  explained  it  to  the  Indians.  I  told  the  Indians  that  it  was 
tor  the  whole  of  their  "  hand  money"  to  be  paid  over  to  their  half- 
breeds.  The  agent  then  asked  if  that  was  their  wish,  and  they  made 
no  reply.  One  of  the  Indians  then  asked  me  to  let  him  take  the  paper . 
and  he  tore  it  to  pieces.  Mr.  Sweetser's  name  was  not  in  that  paper. 
After  this  a  general  confusion  ensued.  The  Indians  denied  having 
signed  a  paper  to  that  effect.  Mr.  Sweetser  then  accused  me  of  not 
having  properly  interpreted  the  paper.  I  told  him  that  I  had.  He  said 
that  I  had  not,  and  that  he  would  handle  me  without  gloves  for  having 
done  so.  Mr.  Sweetser  then  stated  that  there  was  something  else  on 
the  paper  that  I  had  not  interpreted.  He  said  that  the  words  omitted 
(were)  ^^  and/or  other  jmrposcs  ;^^  and  that  they  were  on  that  paper.  I. 
said  that  I  did  not  see  any  such  sentence  on  the  paper.  After  tnis  Mr. 
Pettijohn  and  Alexis  Bfiilley  gathered  up  the  fragments  and  copied 
the  paper,  and  they  found  that  something  had  been  scratched  off.  This 
scratching  off  we  supposed  to  be  the  words  "  and  for  other  purposes." 
Mr.  Sweetser  then  said  that  he  did  not  know  that  any  person  had 
scratched  anything  ofil 

Question.  Did  W .  H.  Randall  have  any  license  to  trade  with  the  In-  ; 
dians  since  1837  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any,  and  find  no  such  license  re- 
corded on  the  books. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  person  who  was  trading  for  him 
with  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  young  man  at  "  Little  Rapids"  trading  for 
him.     I  cannot  say  whether  he  was  a  clerk  or  a  trader. 

Question.  In  what  county  was  he  located  ? 

Answer.  In  the  Wah-pa-toan  country. 

Question.  Is  the  list  of  "  traders"  certified  to  by  you  on  pages  34 
and  35,  Senate  document  29,  the  one  5'ou  furnished  to  Governor  Ram- 
sey '  .  .  . 

Answer.  It  is.     That  is  my  certificate  appended  to  it.  >^ 
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Question.  From  your  long  acquaintance  with  Indians,  what  is  your 
opinion  of  Indian  testimony,  whether  on  oath  or  not,  when  they  con- 
sider themselves  interested  directly  or  indirectly  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  known  but  two  or  three  instances  where  In- 
dians have  been  sworn  like  white  men ;  and  I  am  not  willing  to  state 
as  to  their  veracity  in  such  cases.  If  I  had  any  business  of  importance 
at  stake  I  would  not  like  to  trust  it  in  their  hands  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

Re-examined  by  government  commissioners. 

Question.  Would  you  like  to  trust  white  men  under  such  circum- 
stances V 

Answer.  No ;  1  would  not  like  to  trust  either  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  the  Indians 
were  justly  indebted  to  any  one  but  yourself? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  no  accounts  but  my  own. 

Question.  Wliat  did  Major  McLean  say  was  in  that  paper  about 
which  you  and  Mr.  Swectser  had  the  difficulty  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  say. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Sweetser's  name  in  that  paper  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  paper  was  exe- 
cuted to  him.     I  think  I  interpreted  it  correctly. 

Question.  Were  the  amendments  to  the  treaty,  and  the  power  of  at- 
torney to  Governor  Ramsey,  both  signed  at  Governor  Ramsey's  house, 
and  at  the  same  time  ? 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  Where  were  the  councils  held  with  the  Indians  when  this 
power  of  attorney  you  have  spoken  of  was  agreed  upon? 

Answer.  At  the  large  bricK  building  where  Mr.  Henry  M.  Rice  had 
a  store.  It  was  explained  to  them  there  by  Mr.  Henry  M.  Rice  and 
Major  McLean. 

Question.  Had  No-hope-ton  and  Wah-na-ta  bands  of  followers,  and 
were  they  considered  as  chiefs  prior  to  the  payment  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  No-hope-ton  and  Wah-na-ta 
as  chiefs  ? 

Answer.  Since  last  winter. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  of  the  distribution  as  made  on  the 
"  Trader's  Paper  ?" 

Answer.  I  think,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  the  traders*  claims, 
that  it  is  a  tolerable  fair  distribution.  I  think  that  Mr.  H.  H.  Sibley 
has  gotten  too  much. 


Thbophiijb  BnuouiEa,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness* 

Question.  Do  you  reside  among  the  See-see-toan  bands  of  Sioux  In- 
dians? 
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Answer.  Yes ;  and  the  Wah-pa-toans  also. 

Question.  How  long,  and  where  ? 

Answer.  About  eighteen  years,  on  the  Missouri  river. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  are  recognised  as  the  chiefs  of  those 
bands? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  know  them  as  I  have  le*arned  from  the  Indians- 
There  are  seven  chiefs  of  these  bands— ^cwr  See-see-toan,  and  three  Wah- 
pa-toan. 

Question.  Who  are  the  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-loan 
bands  of  upper  Sioux  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  the  Little  Rapids  Chief;  Mah-zah- 
shah,  or  Red  Iron ;  Ish-tah-hum-bah,  or  Sleepy  Eyes ;  E-tay-wah*ke- 
an,  or  Limping  Devil ;  Opee-en-dah,  or  Big  Curley  Head ;  E-yang- 
mo-nee,  or  Running  Walker ;  and  Wah-min-da-ne-chah,  or  the  Orphan. 
These  are  all  the  chiefs  of  these  bands — ^being  seven  in  all. 

Question.  Look  at  the  receipt  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan 
chiefs  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
on  page  7,  Senate  document  29,  part  2,  and  say  of  those  who  signed  it 
vrhich  are  chiefs? 

Answer.  E-tay-wak-ke-an,  or  Limping  Devil,  and  Wah-nok-soon-ta, 
or  the  Little  Rapids  chiefs,  are  all  the  chiefs  on  that  paper  that  I  know ; 
and  I  know  all  the  chiefs  of  these  bands.  No-hope-ton  is  not  a  chief. 
Wah-na-ta  is  a  Yankton  Sioux,  and  is  not  a  chief.  I  have  been  trading, 
and  hunting,  and  farming  among  them  for  eighteen  years  on  my  owh 
account.  I  know  none  of  the  names  on  that  paper  hut  four.  The  two 
first  are  chiefs  ;  and  I  know  Wah-na-ta  and  Plo-hope-ton.  I  have  only 
known  Wah-na-ta  since  last  summer.  I  did  not  know  Wah-na-ta*8 
father  or  mother.  I  know  Wah-na-ta  as  icdl  among  the  Indians  as 
ivhite  men. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  Indian  character,  are  they, 
ivhen  they  appeal  to  the  Great  Spirit  for  the  truth  of  what  they  say,  to 
be  believed  as  readily  as  other  persons  ordinarily  ? 

Answer.  I  answer,  yes,  that  they  are. 

Question.  Do  you  trade  with  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Have  you  any  claim  against  them  1 

Answer.  No ;  they  pay  me  in  furs ;  and  the  amount  of  furs  I  get 
from  them  pays  all  their  debts  ;  and  their  oath,  I  say,  is  just  as  good 
as  that  of  white  men  when  no  hope  of  gain  is  set  before  them. 

Question.  Would  you  prefer  the  testimony  of  Indians  to  that  of  whitB 
men? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  amount  of  sales  do  you  make  yearly  with  the  In- 
dians? 

Answer.  About  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Queslbn.  How  many  Indians  are  in  the  bands  with  which  you 
trade? 

Answer.  From  three  to  six  hundred. 

Question.  Are  there  any  traders  near  to  your  trading  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  but  I  get  the  most  of  their  furs. 
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Nathaniel  McLean,  late  agent  for  the  Sioux  Indians  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi  and  Minnesota  rivers,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  the  late  agent  of  the  Sioux  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  the  Sioux  agent  at  the  time  Governor  Ramsey 
and  Luke  Lea  made  treaties  with  the  Sioux  Indians  in  July  and  Au- 
gust, 1851  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  making  of  these  treaties? 

Answer.  I  was  at  Mendota,  and  also  one  day  at  Traverse  des  Sioux, 
I  think. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  when  the  treaty  was 
signed  by  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  sign  any  other  paper  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  was  that  other  paper? 

Answer.  I  cast  my  eye  over  it,  and  found  it  purported  to  be  an 
arrangement  for  the  payment  of  their  debts  to  the  traders.  The 
printed  copy  now  shown  to  me,  on  Senate  document  No.  29,  part  2, 
page  22,  is  correct  according  to  my  present  recollection.  It  is  sub- 
stantially a  correct  copy  of  the  "  paper"  signed  by  the  Indians.  My 
certificate  is  attached  to  the  schedule  annexed  to  tne  paper  signed  by 
the  Indians.  But  when  I  put  my  certificate  to  it,  I  did  not  see  any 
schedule  of  creditors'  names  and  amounts  attached,  nor  was  there  any 
when  the  Indians  signed  it,  that  I  saw.  I  should  have  seen  it  if  it  had 
been  attached  to  the  same  paper  which  was  signed  by  the  Indians.  I 
never  saw  the  schedule  until  near  six  months  afterwards. 

Question.  Please  examine  the  printed  copy  of  the  report  made  by 
you  on  pages  20,  21,  and  22,  Senate  document.  No.  29  part  1,  and 
say  whether  the  facts  as  therein  stated  are  true. 

Answer.  I  have  examined  the  report  made  by  me,  as  alluded  to,  and 
now  my  that  the  facts  as  therein  stated  are  true. 

Minnesota  Superintendenct, 

Sf.  Fault  January  2,  1852. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  letter  from  agent  McLean, 
enclosing  a  report  of  a  talk  held  with  certain  chiefs  and  braves  of  the 
See-soe-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Sioux  in  regard  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  cash  payment  of  $275,000  provided  by  the  treaty  of 
Traverse  des  Sioux. 

As  you  were  present,  as  well  as  myself,  at  the  treaty  in  question,  I 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  comment  upon  the  agent's  report- 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 
To  Hon.  Luke  Lee, 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washingtonf  D.  C 
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Indian  Agency, 
St.  Peter*8,  December  13,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  letter  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  in  relation  to  a  council  held  with  some  of  the 
chiefs  and  braves  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Sioux, 
parties  to  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  relation  to  signing  a 
paper  at  the  time  of  said  treaty  in  relation  to  paying  their  traders,  and 
with  which  they  are  dissatisfied.  The  letter  is  intended  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  President,  through  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NATHANIEL  McLEAN. 

To  His  Excellency  Alexander  Ramsey, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  Territory. 


Indian  Agency, 
St.  Peter  8,  December  13,  1851. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  report,  lor  the  information  of  the  depart- 
ment, a  talk,  or  council,  held  with  a  party  of  the  See-see-toan  and 
Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  the  Da-ko-ta  or  Sioux  tribe  of  Indians,  parties 
to  the  treaty  of  the  23d  July,  1851,  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  numbering 
tvrenly-one  names  in  the  enclosed  abstract,  which  I  consider  a  part  of 
this  report,  on  the  6th  and  8th  instant. 

The  names  upon  this  abstract  are  a  large  moiety,  if  not  a  majority, 
of  the  chiefs  and  braves  of  the  two  bands  above  named,  and  they  con- 
sider themselves  authorized  to  do  national  business.  They  came,  as 
they  stated,  not  only  to  represent  their  own  wishes,  but  that  of  their 
people  en  masse  at  home. 

They  slate  to  me,  in  open  council,  that  they  were  much  dissatisfied 
i¥ilh  a  part  of  the  proceedings  at  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux. 
So  far  as  regards  selling  their  country,  and  the  amount  stipulated  to  be 

Kid  them  by  the  government,  they  were  satisfied,  and  hoped  it  would 
carried  out  in  good  faith. 

They  represented  that  they  had  subscribed  a  paper,  at  the  same  time 
the  treaty  was  signed,  (as  they  since  have  learned,)  transferring,  in  a 
payment  of  a  debt  to  a  portion  of  their  traders,  a  large  amount  of 
money,  moie  than  four  fifths  of  the  $275,000  allowed  them  by  the 
treaty  stipulations,  to  be  paid  to  them,  so  soon  as  they  remove  to  their 
new  homes,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  settle  up  their  business,  and 
meet  the  expenses  of  their  removal  and  their  subsistence  lor  one  year. 

They  wished  me  to  represent  to  their  great  father,  the  President,  at 
Washington,  thit  they  solemnly  protested  against  carrying  out  the  con- 
ditions of  this  "  paper,"  purporting  to  be  a  transfer  of  money  to  pay 
the  traders,  inasmuch  as  tnoir  signatures  to  the  paper  were  obtained  by 
deceit  and  fraud  ;  that  such  a  paper  as  they  learned  thoy  have  signed 
was  not  read  to  them  and  explained  at  the  time,  nor  at  any  other  time 
previously ;  that  when  they  signed  this  paper,  being  at  the  same  time 
they  were  signing  all  the  papers  of  the  treaty,  they  thought  it  was  a 
part  or  parcel  of  the  treaty  itself.  It  is  their  eatuesX  V\«Jci  V)\\ax  vai>M 
the  treaty  should  be  ratified)  that  the  money  due^  ot  &u^KiN»Xj&^  x»  ^^^ 
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paid  to  tbem,  should  come  directly  into  their  own  hands  from  the  gov- 
ernment; that  they  owe  no  such  sums  of  money  to  the  individual 
traders  as  they  learn  have  been  transferred  to  them  by  this  instrument 
of  writing,  and  on  behalf  of  their  people  and  themselves  protest  against 
its '  payment ;  that  they  never  would  have  signed  this  agreement  had 
they  understood  its  contents.  They  allege  they  are  willing  to  pay 
their  just  and  honest  debts,  upon  a  proper  investigation  of  the  accounts, 
when  they  obtain  the  mone}'*  from  the  government ;  they  are  entirely 
opposed  to  paying  out  their  money  tn  bulk  to  the  individuals  named  in 
said  instrument,  excluding  all  other  creditors. 

The  Indians  expressed  a  desire  to  see  their  superintendent  (Governor 
Ramsey)  and  talk  with  him  upon  the  subject,  particularly  as  he  was 
one  of  the  commissioners  who  signed  the  treaty  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States.  On  the  8th  instant  a  council  was  held  with  them  in  the  gov- 
ernor's room  at  St.  Paul,  when  they,  in  "  open  council,"  (all  whose 
names  ixre  contained  in  the  enclosed  abstract,)  stated  to  his  excellency, 
in  my  presence,  the  substance  of  what  I  have  related  in  relation  to  the 
treaty  and  the  paper  said  to  be  an  agreement  with  their  traders  to  pay 
their  debts ;  that  they  had  been  deceived  in  signing  that  paper,  as  it 
had  never  been  explained  to  them,  and  protested  against  its  being  car- 
ried out,  and  wished  us  to  send  their  requests  to  their  "  great  father" 
at  Washington ;  that  their  father  would  send  them  the  money  according 
to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  in  order  that  they  might  settle  their 
accounts  according  to  justice,  and  for  their  subsistence  and  removal 

The  governor  read  and  explained  to  them  the  articles  of  the  treaty, 
that  part  particularly  which  relates  to  the  payment  of  the  1^275,000,  to 
enable  them  to  settle  their  accounts,  subsistence  the  first  year  after 
their  removal,  and  expenses  of  their  transportation  to  their  new  homes. 
He  said  to  them  the  language  was  specific,  to  be  paid  to  the  chiefs  and 
braves  of  the  tribe  in  such  manner  as  they  in  "open  council"  should 
determine,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  settle  up  their  business,  subsist 
themselves  for  one  year,  and  their  expenses  of  removal.  Thus  the 
government  would  carry  out  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  without  refer- 
ence to  any  agreement  or  contract,  with  traders  or  others,  which  they 
have  made  or  may  make  ;  that  the  money  would  be  paid  to  the  cbiefe 
and  braves,  and  it  was  for  them  to  dispose  of  it  as  they  think  proper; 
that  the  paper  to  which  they  alluded  was  no  part  of  the  treaty ;  that 
the  commissioners  had  no  power,  and  assumed  none,  in  relation  to  the 
payments  to  their  traders ;  th^t  was  a  matter  entirely  between  them- 
selves, over  which  the  commissioners  would  exercise  no  control ;  that 
the  agent  would  make  known  their  wishes  to  4heir  great  iiaitber,  the 
President,  at  Washington,  through  the  regular  officers  of  the  Indian 
Department ;  that  it  was  their  duty,  in  all  cases  of  complaint  or  sup- 
posed wrong,  to  apply  to  the  regular  officers  whom  the  government 
have  appointed  to  attend  to  their  business. 

The  council  teroiinated  and  the  Indians  dispersed  apparently  satis- 
fied. The  explanations  and  advice  to  them  by  the  superintendent,  I 
think,  were  satisfactory  to  the  Indians,  and  in  accordance  with  my 
views  expressed  to  them.  Some  of  these  Indians  had  travelled  from 
Lake  Traverse,  two  hundred  and  fitly  miles,  others  from  Lac  qui  Parle, 
two  hundred  miles,  and  appeared  very  determined  in  opposition  to  the 
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Sper  they  were  induced  to  sign,  transferring  their  money  to  the  tra- 
rs.  On  being  again  and  again  questioned  by  me  in  relation  to  it, 
di^  collectively  and  individually  affirmed  that  it  was  not  explained  to 
them  at  the  time  the  signatures  were  obtained,  nor  at  any  other  time* 
and  alleged  that  they  were  instructed  to  make  this  declaration  on  be- 
half of  their  people  at  home  as  well  as  themselves  ;  that  all  the  See- 
see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands,  who  alone  are  interested  in  the  treaty 
Bf  Traverse  des  Sioux,  wish  the  $275,000  in  the  treaty  stipulations  to 
be  paid  to  them,  to  be  disbursed  as  may  seem  to  themselves  just  and 
proper  when  the  money  is  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NATHANIEL  McLEAN, 

Indian  Agent. 
To  Hon.  Luke  Lea, 

Qmmissioner  Indian  Affairs^  Washington^  i>.  C 
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ABSTRACT  A. 

Abslracl  lift  of  Indian  chiefs  and  hravu  of  the  WahpalooM  tai  SeeM 
tribci  of  Dakota  or  Sioiij:  Indiatu,  protating  agaitut  a  txrtaam 
money  bcins  ]Miid  to  the  Indian  tradcn,  at  let  apart  in  the  Ireati)  ^'. 
venc  des  Sioax,  Jiilij  23,  1851, _/or  the  remotal  of  the  Indian,  toiu 
their  affairs,  and  to  stipjiorl  them  one  year  after  they  shall  arriw  ft 
ncio  homes. 
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Fifteen  of  the  nbnve  signers  signed  the  treaty  nt  Traverse  dca  E 

and  six  of  the  above  signers  did  not  sign  tlie  treaty  at  Travel* 

fii'jux,  being  absent,  but  are  parties  to  the  treaty  as  abnve  named 

I  certily,  on  honor,  that  tlie  above  is  a  correct  list  nf  the  sigDi 

the  protest. 

P.  PltESCOTT, 
Superintendent  of  farming,  and  acting  interpreter  in  this  ca 

Question.  Was  tliat  "Traders'  Paper"  explained  to  the  IiN 
before  they  signed  it  t 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge.     It  was  not,  in  my  prcsenee. 

Question.  Were  you  asked  to  sign  it  as  a  witness  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  eonversatiou  with  Governor  Ran 
about  this  "Traders*  Paper?" 

Answer.  A.  cetlxftcate  Wd.  \«.«ti  6iTkwi\  >i^  W  some  one  (I  ib 
know  by  ■whom^  fot  nve  \o  »^.    \  k«kktokA.  >».,  tmii^v^v^M 
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exactly  in  accordance  with  the  facts.  The  certificate  went  on  to  say 
**  that  the  paper  was  explained  to  the  Indians,*'  and  I  could  not  sign  it. 
Before  I  did  sign  it,  I  had  a  conversation  with  Luke  Lea,  and  after- 
ivards  with  Governor  Ramsey,  and  I  said  to  Governor  Ramsey  that 
the  paper  had  not  been  explained  to  the  Indians  in  my  presence,  and 
stated  my  embarrassment  in  signing  a  general  certificate  of  that  kind ; 
that  if  I  signed  it,  I  would  have  to  say  that  it  was  not  explained  in  my 
presence  to  the  Indians.  When  it  was  being  signed,  I  asked  Mr.  Jo- 
seph R.  Brown  if  he  was  not  going  to  have  that  paper  read  and  ex- 
plained to  the  Indians  ?  Mr.  Brown  replied  that  it  had  been  read  to 
them,  and  that  it  had  been  attended  to  before.  This  conversation  with 
Governor  Ramsey  look  place  at  Mendota. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  say  in  reply  to  you  when 
you  made  objection  to  the  certificate  which  had  been  prepared  for  you 
to  sign  to  the  "  Traders'  Paper?" 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  suggested  that  my  objection  was  correct; 
and  that  it  would  be  proper  to  make  the  cei-tificate  in  the  form  in  which 
it  is  made  on  page  2o,  Senate  document  No.  29,  part  1,  (as  heretofore 
copied.) 

Question.  Who  presented  that  certificate  for  your  signature  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  some  of  the  traders. 

Question.  Who  had  the  "annuity  money"  in  possession  which  was 
due  to  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  brought  it  from  Washington,  as  I  under- 
stood. 

Question.  Wlien  and  where  did  he  deliver  it  over  to  you  as  the 
agent  ? 

Answer.  It  was  delivered  to  me  by  Governor  Ramsey  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux,  and  I  commenced  paying  it  out  the  next  day.  It  must  have 
been  in  December,  1852,  when  Governor  Ramsey  paid  it  over  to  me. 

Question.  Did  vou  call  on  Governor  Ramsey  for  the  "annuity  mo- 
ney ?" 

Answer.  I  frequently  asked  him  when  we  would  commence  paying 
it.  He  said  the  money  would  be  ready  by  the  time  the  rolls  were 
made  out.  There  appeared  to  be  some  delay  in  handing  over  the  mo- 
ney and  getting  the  receipts. 

Question.  What  receipts  do  you  mean  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  his  business  specially  was ;  I  was  not 
in  the  council  about  that  matter. 

Question.  Was  the  receipt  you  allude  to,  dated  November  29, 1852, 
to  Governor  Ramsey  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  under 
the  treaty  of  the  23d  July,  1851,  signed  by  the  Indians  before  or  after 
you  received  the  ^^annuity  tnonexf^  from  Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  I  see  both  receipts  bear  the  same  date.  I  did  not  see  the 
receipt  signed.     I  had  not  asked  for  the  money  on  that  day. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  been  ready  for  the  payment  to  the  In- 
dians before  their  annuity  money  was  handed  over  to  you  by  Governor 
Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  We  were  very  little  detained  after  the  rolh  were  ready- 
Question.  Why  did  you  not  pay  the  annuity  money  to  the  lower 
bands  of  Indians  before  ? 
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Answer.  Because  I  did  not  wish  to  assemble  the  Indians  twice. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  say  lo  you  not  to  pay  the  annuity 
money  until  he  got  ready  ? 

Answer.  We  were  waiting  and  had  made  the  estimates.  I  do  not 
think  that  he  did,  in  that  way.  The  Indians  became  impatient  and 
asked  me  to  request  Governor  Ramsey  to  let  them  have  their  oW  "  an- 
nuity money,"  and  to  let  the  new  all  pass  over,  as  they  wanted  to  get 
off  on  their  hunts ;  that  they  would  take  their  goods  and  provisions 
under  the  old  treaty  of  1837,  and,  as  there  was  trouble  about  the  tun 
treaty  money,  they  would  let  the  new  pass.  I  came,  or  started,  to  Si. 
Paul,  and  was  informed  that  they  had  agreed  upon  matters,  and  tha: 
they  would  all  be  ready  in  a  short  time. 

Question.  How  long  were  the  Indians  at  the  "  agency"  waiting  fiir 
their  annuity  of  goods,  money,  and  provisions,  before  they  received 
them? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  to  dates,  but  I  think  two  or  three  weeb 

Question.  Were  any  provisions  issued  to  them  during  that  time? 

Answer.  I  think  not  much.     I  do  not  recollect  that  I  issued  any. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  received  the  "  annuity  money"  of  th- 
lower  bands,  under  the  treaty  of  1837,  before  Governor  Ramsey  camt 
with  the  money  under  the  new  treaty  of  1851? 

Answer.  I  think  about  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  request  you  to  pay  them  their  "annuities*' 
under  the  treaty  of  1837  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  they  did ;  just  before  the  time  arrived  when  we  die 
pay;  and  before  I  said  that  I  would  make  that  request  of  Grovemo: 
Ramsey. 

Question.  You  state  in  your  certificate  to  the  power  of  attorney 
which  was  given  to  Governor  Ramsey  by  the  chiefs  and  headmen  o 
the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Sioux  Indians,  signed  Sep- 
tember 8,  1852,  authorizing  and  requesting  him  to  demand  and  receipt 
for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  due  u 
them  under  the  Jirst  clause  of  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  of  July  23 
1851,  that  said  power  of  attorney  was  fully  explained  to  the  Indian.' 
before  they  signed  it.  Now,  will  you  please  say  whether  you  explainec 
to  them  that  this  power  of  attorney  to  Governor  Ramsey  revoked  anc 
annulled  all  other  and  former  powers  of  attorney  executed  or  given  bj 
them  in  reference  to  the  receipt  or  collection  of  the  said  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  or  any  part  thereof;  and 
more  especially,  whether  you  explained  to  them  that  it  revoked  iht 
power  of  attorney  signed  by  them  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  July  23, 1851. 
generally  called,  in  the  course  of  this  examination,  the  "  Tradenf*  Papers 

Answer.  The  Indians  had  been  in  council  at  Henry  M.  Rice*s  hou^ 
or  store,  with  Mr.  Rice  and  others,  in  getting  them  to  sign  the  amend- 
ments to  the  treaty.  The  power  of  attorney  to  GJovemor  Ramsey  was 
then  explained  by  Mr.  Prescott,  the  interpreter,  in  the  language  of  the 
paper  as  it  reads.  I  then  made  a  speech  to  the  Indians,  and  told  them 
that  "  it  revoked  all  other  poiocrs  be/ore  given  by  them.**  Mr.  Henry  M. 
Rice  then  explained  it  to  them,  saying  that  it  **  broke  (using  the  word 
*  broke*)  all  former  papers  made  by  them."  The  Indians  seemed 
anxious  to  get  clear  of  any  and  all  former  papers  which  they  bad 
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signed.  They  spoke  of  a  number  of  papers  which  ihey  had  signed* 
and  Mr.  Sweetser's  paper  among  them,  and  wanted  all  of  them  swept 
ofE  After  the  Indians  had  concluded  to  sign  the  amendments  to  the 
treaty,  and  this  power  of  attorney  to  Governor  Ramsey,  we  then  went 
to  Governor  Ramsey's  office. 

The  papers  were  taken  there,  and  the  Indians  made  speeches  to 
Governor  Ramsey.  They  said  to  Governor  Ramsey  that  they  had 
come  to  sign  the  papers.  That  one  paper  (the  power  of  attorney)  was 
to  break  all  former  papers  made  by  them ;  and  that  they  wanted  him 
(Governor  Ramsey)  to  bring  the  money  to  them  on  this  paper.  This 
last  named  power  of  attorney  having  been  before  fully  explained  to 
them,  both  the  papers  were  then  signed  by  the  Indians. 

Nathaniel  McLean,  cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  See  the  original  paper,  (here  shown,)  and  say  if  your  cer- 
tificate to  it  is  genuine,  and  wnelher  the  statement  of  facts  therein  con- 
tained, are  true? 

Answer.  1  answer  in  the  affirmative.  The  ori^nal  is  the  same  as 
the  copy  that  is  printed. 

* 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  power  of  attorney  referred  to  by  the 
witnesses : 

Whereas,  by  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  made  and  concluded  at 
Traverse  des  Sioux,  on  the  23d  day  of  July,  1851,  between  the  United 
States,  by  Luke  Lea,  commissioner  of  Indian  affiiirs,  and  Alexander 
Ramsey,  governor  and  ex-officio  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  head- 
men of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-loan  bands  of  Da-ko-ta  or  Sioux 
Indians,  duly  authorized  thereto ;  it  was,  among  other  things,  provided, 
that  the  United  States  would  pay  to  the  chiefs  of  said  bands,  to  enable 
them  to  settle  their  affairs  and  comply  with  their  (then)  present  just 
engagements,  and  in  consideration  of  their  removing  themselves  to  the 
country  set  apart  for  them  by  said  treaty,  and  in  consideration  of  their 
subsisting  themselves  the  first  year  after  their  removal,  which  they 
agreed  to  do  without  further  cost  to  the  United  States,  the  sun;  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  ($275,000 :)  Provided^  That 
the  said  sum  should  be  paid  to  the  said  chiefs  in  such  manner  as  they 
thereafter  in  open  council  should  request. 

And  whereas  the  said  treaty  has  been  approved  and  ratified  by  the 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States,  with  certain  amendments 
added  thereto,  which  amendments  have  been  this  day  submitted  to  us 
by  Alexander  Ramsey,  governor  and  ex-officio  superintendent  of  In- 
dian affairs,  as  aforesaid,  acting  for  and  on  behalf  ot  the  United  States, 
and  we»  the  undersigned  chiets  of  said  bands,  and  duly  authorized 
thereto,  have  in  open  council  concurred  in,  consented  and  agreed  to 
the  said  amendments :  now,  therefore,  we,  the  said  chiefs,  being  de- 
sirous that  the  provisions  of  the  said  treaty,  and  especially  of  the  4th 
article  thereof,  should  be  fully  and  fairly  carried  out  according  to  its 
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just  and  true  intent  and  spirit,  and  having  full  confidence  in  the  discre- 
tion and  integrity  of  his  excellency  Alexander  Ramsey,  governor  and 
ex-officio  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  as  aforesaid,  do,  in  open  couo- 
cil  assembled,  by  these  presents  authorize,  empower  and  request  him 
to  ask  and  receive  for  us,  and  in  our  names,  the  said  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  ($275,000 ;)  hereby  giving  him 
full  power  to  receipt  for  the  same  and  execute  in  our  names  all  neces- 
sary vouchers  and  acquittances  therefor.  And  we  do  hereby,  in  open 
council,  authorize  and  request  the  proper  oflicer  and  officers  of  the 
United  States  to  pay  the  said  sum  to  him  the  said  Alexander  Ramsey, 
&c.,  as  aforesaid  ;  and  we  also  authorize,  empower  and  request  him  to 
do,  or  cause  to  be  done,  all  the  acts  contemplated  by  the  said  4th  article 
for  and  by  us  to  be  done,  to  appropriate  the  said  money  in  accordance 
with,  and  for  the  pupose  of  carrying  out  the  equitable  and  true  intent 
thereof;  all  such  acts  when  done  to  be  final  and  binding  upon  us,  and 
to  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  done  by  us. 

And  we  do  hereby  revoke  and  annul  all  former  and  other  powers  of 
attorney  executed  or  given  by  us  or  any  of  us  with  reference  to  the 
receipt  or  collection  of  the  said  sum  of  money,  or  any  part  thereof. 

E-yang-mo-nee,  his  x  mark. 

E-tay-wa-kee-an,  his  x  mark. 

Ish-tah-hum-bah,  his  x  mark, 
(By  his  nephew.) 

Mock-pee-we-cnas-ta,  his  x  mark. 

Ish-ta-num-ba-koash-ka,  bis  x  mark. 

Oo-pee-ya-hen-da-ya,  his  x  mark. 

Noan-pa-keen-yan,  his  x  mark. 

Wash-tay-da,  his  x  mark. 

Hay-a-he-day-ma-za,  his  x  mark, 
(By  his  father.) 

Wa-keen-ya-do-tah,  his  x  mark. 

A-na-wang-ma-nee,  his  x  mark. 

Ink-pa,  his  x  mark, 
(By  his  son.) 

Yah-zoo-a-pee,  his  x  mark. 

Ta-pe-ha-tank-ka,  his  x  mark. 

Wa-mee-dee-o-to-mo-nee,  his  x  mark. 

Wah-pee-yanhua-shkan-sbkan,  his  x  marL 

No-hope-ton,  his  x  mark. 

Wo-to-ne-ho-washta,  his  x  mark. 

Moza-hote-ma-ni,  his  x  mark. 

Tchun-ka-ha-too,  his  x  mark. 

Wah-pah-bah-na,  his  x  mark. 

Wah-nipee-dee-doo-tah,  his  x  mark. 

Ho-pah-tchoke-ma-zah,  his  x  mark. 

Ta-wa-kan-he-day-ma-za,  his  x  mark. 

Wa-ka-haw-dee-to-pa,  his  x  mark. 

Wah-kah-dee-ka-he,  his  x  mark. 

Mab-kah-cen-day,  his  x  mark. 
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Sigoed  in  open  council,  this  8th  day  of  September,  1852,  in  presence 
of— 

Nathanibl  McLean,  Indian  Agent. 
Wallace  B.  White,  Secretary. 
Philander  Prescott,  Interpreter. 
Jos.  Laframbois,  Interpreter. 
Henry  M.  Rice. 

I,  Nathaniel  McLean,  United  States  Indian  agent,  do  hereby  certify, 
that  the  foregoing  named  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  See-see-toan  and 
Wab-pa-toan  bands  of  Da-ko-ta  or  Sioux  Indians  (now  in  full  and  open 
council  assembled,  and  who  constitute  and  are  the  proper  authorities 
of  said  bands,  being  a  majority  of  the  chiefs  and  headmen,  and  as  such 
fully  competent  to  transact  any  and  all  tribal  or  national  business,  for 
and  in  behalf  of  said  bands  of  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  Indians,\ 
authorize  and  request  me,  as  their  agent,  to  state  that  the  annexed  and 
foregoing  authority  in  writing  from  them  was  signed  and  executed  by 
them  in  good  faith,  and  with  a  full  and  complete  knowledge  of  its  con- 
tents, purport,  and  meaning,  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein 
named ;  and,  the  same  having  been  by  me  fully  explained,  they,  for 
themselves  and  their  bands,  approve  and  ratify  and  confirm  the  same, 
and  authorize  and  request  me  to  bear  written  testimony  that  the  same 
is  their  tribal  and  national  act  and  deed. 

NATHANIEL    McLEAN, 

Indian  Agent. 

Question.  Did  you  witness  that  power  of  attorney  made  by  the 
Indians  to  Governor  Ramsey,  as  above  copied? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  the  same  Indians  sign  both  the  treaty  and  the  power 
of  attorney? 

Answer.  I  think  they  did. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Governor  Ramsey  say,  in  any  council 
where  you  were  present,  that  unless  the  Indians  signed  some  "paper," 
that  he  would  not  release  the  Indian  prisoners  wno.  were  confined  itt 
the  /ort? 

Answer.  I  heard  no  such  remark  that  I  recollect. 

Question.  What  has  been  Governor  Ramsey's  conduct  towards 
these  Indians ;  has  it  been  mild  or  otherwise  ? 

Answer.  In  my  judgment  his  general  management  of  the  Indians 
was  good.  Prior  to  this  difficulty  about  these  matters  I  heard  of  no 
complaint. 

Question.  Was  not  the  reason  of  the  payment  not  having  been  made 
before  because  of  your  not  having  the  rolls  made  out  ? 

Answer.  I  stated  before  that  there  was  not  much  delay  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux  under  the  upper  treaty  with  the  See-see-toans  and  Wah-pa- 
toans. 
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Nathaniel  McLean  re-examined  by  the  govenunent  commiisioiiers. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  say  to  the  chie&  when  they 
asked  him  to  pay  them  their  money? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  said  to  them  that  he  liked  to  deal  Mnth 
honest  men.  That  white  men  paid  their  honest  debts,  and  that  he 
wanted  the  Indians  to  do  so  also.  The  Indians  asked  Governor  Ram- 
sey what  he  thought  was  right  for  them  to  pay«  The  governor  said 
that  he  thought  seventy  thousand  dollars.  The  chiefs  refused  to  pay  it, 
and  said  that  it  was  too  much.  Governor  Ramsey  said :  '*  If  they  did 
not  pay  their  honesil  debts^  that  he  would  take  or  tend  the  money  hack  to  their 
great  father.^''  Wa-ba-shaw  then  replied :  "  Take  it  back^  and  toe  tnll 
take  our  lands  back."     The  Indians  then  broke  up  in  confusion. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  say  anything  about  not  paying 
them  until  they  got  to  their  new  homes  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  Governor  Ramsey  say  that  he  was  not  bound  to 
pay  them  until  they  removed  to  their  new  homes ;  but  that  he  would 
perhaps  do  so  if  they  were  honest  men,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Question  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel.  Did  not  Governor  Ram- 
sey say  to  them  that  the  government  could  pay  them  or  not? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  said  "  that  he  could  pay  them  or  noC 
pay  them  at  his  discretion,"  and  r^iferred  them  to  the  treaty. 


Joseph  Laframbois,  junior,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  of  the  upper  bands  of  Indians 
at  Traverse  des  Sioux  last  fall  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  see  ''  Limping  Devil"  sign  the  receipt  to  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  such  a  receipt  was  signed  by  the 
Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  know  they  signed  a  paper,  but  do  not  know  what  it  was. 

Question.  Who  did  you  see  sign  it  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  any  of  them  sign  it. 


Joseph  Rienvillb,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Had  you  a  claim  on  your  father's  account  against  the  In- 
dians? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  much  was  it  for  ? 

Answer.  Seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

Question.  Did  you  get  any  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  get  it  ? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Were  you  entitled  to  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  expected  to  get  a  part  of  it,  but  I  do  not  know  how 
they  fixed  it. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  demand  the  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five thousand  dollars  from  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  they  asked  to  have  the  money  in  their  own  hands, 
EUid  to  do  as  they  pleased  with  it.  Governor  Ramsey  did  not  say  yes 
or  no,  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  power  ol  attorney  to  Hugh  Tyler  to  draw 
your  money  from  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands  of  Indians  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  of  this  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Did  you  have  a  claim  for  your  father's  estate  on  the  Med- 
Brwa-kan-toan  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  tor  two  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Did  you  get  any  of  it  1 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  any  power  of  attorney  ? 

Answer.  I  did  for  my  half-breed  money  of  the  See-see-toan's  and 
Wah-pa-toan's,  and  then  signed  a  receipt  for  it ;  and  that  is  all  I  ever 
signed. 

Question.  Was  this  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars ever  paid  to  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  suppose  it  went  to  pay  my  father's  debts  to  the 
Ajnerican  Fur  Company ;  but  they  did  not  allow  that  much  to  his  es- 
tate. 

Question.  Did  you  get  any  money  on  account  of  your  debt  against 
the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  Indians  ? 

Answer.  No ;  they  promised  to  allow  me  one  thousand  dollars,  but 
[  have  not  received  a  cent  of  it  as  yet. 

Question.  Did  you  swear  to  your  account  i 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  of  that  i 

Answer.  I  am  sure  that  I  never  did. 

Cross-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Who  made  the  demand  of  Governor  Ramsey  for  the 
Qoney  at  Traverse  Des  Sioux,  and  who  was  present  on  that  occasion? 

Answer.  E-yang-mo-nee  or  Running  Walker  asked  for  it ;  and  Mr. 
>ou8man,  Mr.  Sweetser,  Mr.  Sibley,  and  a  good  many  more  were 
iresent. 

Question.  Who  paid  you  your  "half-breed"  money? 

Answer.  Mr.  Tyler  and  Mr.  Dousman.     They  paid  me  eight  hun- 
Ired  dollars  in  paper  money,  deducting  ^ee/i  per  cent,  out  of  my  part 
»f  it- 
Question.  Were  you  willing  to  pay  that  fifteen  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  was  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  agree  to  pay  it  i 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not. 
14 
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Hazen  Mooers,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  "  hal^breed  paper,"  drawn 
up  at  Traverse  Des  Sioux,  apportioning  the  half-breed  money  of  the 
upper  bands  t 

Answer.  Yes.  I  was  one  that  helped  to  get  it  up,  Mr,  Robertsoo 
drew  up  the  heading,  and  I  carried  it  around  and  got  over  one  hundred 
hall-breeds  ;  I  ttiink  as  many  as  one  hundred  and  sixty.  I  presented 
that  paper  to  Governor  Ramsey,  and  he  said  that  he  would  do  all  he 
coulu  for  them. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  of  that  "  half-breed"  money  t" 

Answer.  No ;  it  appeared  that  a  division  had  already  bfcn  made  d 
it,  and  that  it  had  been  assigned  to  particular  persons. 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  half-breeds  on  that  paper  get  any  of  th- 
monev  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  some  of  them  did;  some  more,  and  some  les* 

(Question.  Was  any  of  the  half-breed  money  of  tlie  See-s«e-toan  and 
Wah-pa-toan  Sioux  Indians  paid  to  the  Med-a-wa-kan-loan  half 
breeds  1 

Answer.  Yes ;  some  of  it  was. 

Question.  Who  madt^  out  the  half-breed  list  on  which  they  wm 
paid  their  money  1 

Answ(T.  I  do  not  know.  1  saw  but  one  paid  ;  he  got  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.  He  was  paid  in  paper  money,  by  Hugh  Tyler,  ai 
Mendota.  Governor  Kamsey  was  not  present.  Mr.  Tyler  look  bad 
tlie  money  and  said,  "  Now,  John,  if  you  want  the  golcf,  I  will  give  il 
to  you,"  and  then  gave  this  half-breed  the  gold,  deducting  Ji/ieeM  pa 
cent. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chi<;fs  in  open  council  ask  or  dired 
Govenior  Ramsey  how  they  wanted  him  to  pay  the  money  due  to  tbeo 
under  the  treaty  of  1851  i 

Answer.  I  did  not;  I  was  not  pnjsent  at  any  couucil. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wa-kaii-toan  baiHfc 
paid  any  of  this  twenty  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  Governor  Ramsey  come  into  the  "  agency,"  with 
Hugh  Tyler,  and  have  seven  bags  of  gold,  and  hand  one  bag  to  radi 
chief. 

Question.  Was  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-c(H>-ta  there  i 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Are  vou  certain  that  all  the  cliiefs  received  tliis  money  t 

Answer.  I  think  so  ;  I  think  they  took  it  into  their  own  hands ;  htm 
I  may  be  mistaken.     It  still  runs  in  my  head  that  they  were  all  then*. 

Here  the  evidence  was  closed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  witnesses  of  Governor  Ramsey  produced,  sworn,  and  examined  in 
support  of  his  defence. 


1. 
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The  Hon.  Henrt  H.  Sibley,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Questions  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel.  Were  j'^ou  at  the  treaties 
of  Mendota  and  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  1851 1 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  signing  of  the  treaty  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux  on  the  23d  ot  July,  1851  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  there  another  paper  signed  at  the  same  time,  and  if 
so,  state  the  character  of  that  paper  1 

Answer.  I  have'seen  the  original  "  Traders*  Paper,^^  (now  sliown  to 
me,)  and  that  is  the  paper  which  was  signed  immediately  after  the 
signing  of  the  treaty  by  tne  Indians. 

Question.  Was  it  signed  by  the  chiefs  in  open  council  1 

Answer.  It  was  signed  at  the  same  council  with  the  treaty. 

Question.  Had  it  been  explained  to  the  Indians  before  the  signing 
of  it? 

Answer.  It  fiad  been  explained  to  a  number  of  the  chiels  to  my 
knowledge,  and  the  subject  matter  of  that  paper  had  involved  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  discussion  before  the  tn*aty  was  signed. 

Question.  Did  tlic  Indians  go  to  that  council  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  what  paper  they  had  to  sign  i 

Answer.  Some  of  them  did  to  my  knowledge,  jmd  most,  if  not  all, 
of  the  chiefs  went  there  with  a  knowledge  oi"  what  they  were  to  sign. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  generally  what  was  the  understanding  of 
the  Indians  and  the  traders  about  the  payment  of  their  debts  ? 

Answer.  There  were  different  bands  of  Indijms  present,  from  differ- 
ent portions  of  the  country,  and  there  was  a  very  considerable  feeling 
manifested  about  their  debts  and  otlier  subject  matters  of  the  treaty. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  acknowledge*  an 
indebtedness  to  the  traders,  jmd,  if  so,  how  much? 

Answer.  They  did  acknowledge  their  indebtedness,  but  I  cannot  say 
how  much.  They  did  not  name  any  amount  because,  there  being  dil^ 
ferent  traders  for  the  different  bands,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
ascertain  tlie  amount  of  their  collective  indebtedness.  The  amount 
they  s{K)ke  of,  as  subsequently  incoq)oraled  into  the  treaty,  was  sug- 
gested to  them  by  others.  The  amount  was  the  limit,  as  it  was  sup- 
posed, the  commissioners  would  pay  for  their  debts,  removal,  and 
subsistence. 

Question.  Wius  this  "  Traders'  Paj^er"  executed  in  accordance  with 
the  proposition  of  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  have  already  answered,  that  some  of  them  knew  its  con- 
tents ;  and  I  had  re.ison  to  believe  that  the  greater  part  of  the  chiefs 
and  braves  understood  it,  although  the  manner  in  which  the  sum  was 
to  be  divided  among  the  claimants  was  not  stated. 

Question.  Was  there  a  council  for  the  distribution  of  their  "  half- 
breed  money,"  and,  if  so,  what  took  place  in  that  council  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  meeting  of  all,  or  of  most  of  their  chiefs  on 
the  prairie,  on  die  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  treaty  was  signed. 
I  was  sent  for  by  the  chiefs  and  braves  to  go  there.  It  being  dark,  I 
took  a  candle  to  enable  me  to  write  down  what  the  Indians  wanted  m 
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to  do.  They  desired  me  to  write  down  the  names  of  the  "  half-breeds" 
who  were  to  receive  or  partake  of  the  forty  thousand  dollars  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  directions.  The  names  of  the  "half-breeds"  were 
then  called  out  by  the  chiefs  or  principal  men,  and  when  not  objected 
to,  they  were  put  down  on  the  list.  The  hst,  so  far  as  I  recollect,  is 
substantially  the  same  as  that  now  attached  to  the  "  Traders'  Paper." 
There  were  a  few  additions  made  to  that  list,  mainly  at  the  soUcitation 
of  the  chiefs  subsequently,  and  some  slight  changes  made  by  Governor 
Ramsey,  as  I  understood,  at  the  request  of  some  of  the  chiefs.  But  the 
list,  as  it  now  stands,  is  substantially  the  same  as  that  I  made  out,  as 
before  stated.  I  wish  to  state  that  the  names  of  heads  of  families  were 
alone  put  down,  and  the  number  in  the  family  specified,  except  where 
one  individual  alone  was  indicated. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  any  remarks  that  were  made  by  either 
of  the  chiefs  in  the  council  where  the  "  Traders'  Paper"  was  signed, 
relative  to  its  contents  ? 

Answer.  I  recollect  only  one,  and  that  was  old  "  Sleepy  Eyes."  He 
said  in  a  speech  which  he  made,  that  now  the  traders  were  paid,  he 
hoped  that  hereafter  they  would  not  charge  as  much  for  their  goodt  as 
they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  charging  for  certain  articles  which  he 
specified.  I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  that  the  "  Orphan"  also 
made  allusion  to  the  same  subject,  but  I  am  not  positive  on  that  point. 
This  was  at  the  same  council. 

Question.  From  your  long  intercourse  with  the  Sioux  Indians,  what 
reliance  would  you  place  upon  their  evidence  when  they  are  interested? 
and  would  it  make  any  difference  whether  they  were  speaking  under 
oath  or  not  ? 

Answer.  As  a  general  rule,  I  would  attach  no  weight  at  all  to  their 
testimony  where  their  feelings  or  interest  are  involved.  There  may  be 
solitary  exceptions  to  this  general  rule,  but  they  are  exceedingly  rare. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  confederate  with  you  to  absorb  the 
whole  fund  named  to  favorites,  to  the  exclusion  of  "  meritorious  credi- 
tors ?" 

Answer.  He  did  not. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  at  a  council  held  before 
the  payment  of  the  "annuities"  to'the  Indians? 

Answer.  I  was  present  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  all  the  time,  but  was 
not  at  all  the  councils  there  held  between  Governor  Ramsey,  and  the 
Indians. 

Question.  What  was  Governor  Ramsey's  conduct  towards  the  In- 
dians during  their  stay  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  ?  Was  it  cruel  and 
oppressive,  or  was  it  mild  and  kind  ? 

Answer.  I  considered  it  very  mild  and  kind.  Some  days  after  our 
arrival  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  other  bands  of  Indians,  not  residing 
there,  having  stated  that  they  were  prohibited  by  Red  Iron's  and  others 
of  another  band  from  coming  to  see  Governor  Ramsey  in  an  official 
capacity,  or  any  other,  I  suggested  to  Governor  Ramsey  that  he  should 
cause  "Red  Iron"  to  be  arrested.  He  did  cause  him  to  be  arrested, 
but  not  as  soon  as  I  thought  he  should  have  done.  Before  he  did  iairest 
him,  •*  Red  Iron's"  men  had  been  guilty  of  conduct  which  I  considered 
outrageous,  as  well  towards  the  other  Indians  as  to  the  government 
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authorities.  I  know  that  after  night  Red  Iron's  men,  and  some  ot 
another  band,  went  about  whooping,  and  yeUing,  and  firing  off  guns. 
This  was  done,  in  my  opinion,  to  intimidate  the  other  Indians  fi"om 
holding  intercourse  with  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  From  your  long  knowledge  of  the  Indians,  what  is  the 
object  of  a  "  soldier's  lodge?" 

Answer.  It  is  to  effect  certain  objects,  so  far  as  I  understand,  with 
the  "  bands"  coming  from  abroad.  They  recognize  the  right  of  "  the 
baniT^  living  on  the  land  to  which  they  come,  to  erect  a  "  soldier's 
lodge,"  and  submit  to  the  regulations  prescribed  by  that  "  soldier's 
lodge." 

Question.  Is  not  the  power  of  the  chiefs  so  limited  that  a  few  of  the 
soldiers  can  control  their  action  ? 

Answer.  The  "soldiers'  lodge"  controls  the  movements  of  the  ^^whoh 
bandj^^  without  reference  to  the  authority  of  the  chiefs.  That  is  the 
custom  among  these  Indians. 

Question.  Cannot  a  few  braves  compel  a  chief  to  nmounce  his  most 
solemn  engagements  ? 

Answer.  A  few  cannot,  in  opposition  to  the  chief  and  the  rest  of  the 
band. 

Question.  Cannot  a  few  braves,  when  the  chief  stands  alone,  without 
the  help  of  his  other  men,  compel  him  to  renounce  the  most  solemn 
engagements  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  such  a  stale  of  things  can  be.  I  never 
knew  just  such  a  state  of  things,  and  therefore  cannot  answer. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  handwriting  of  Joseph  Rienville? 

Answer.  I  do-^(here  was  shown  Joseph  Rienville's  account  and  affi- 
davit ;)  and  that  is  Joseph  Rienville's  handwriting,  to  the  l>est  of  my 
knowledge. 

Question.  Was  the  account  hereinafter  inserted,  sworn  to  by  you  ? 

Answer.  It  was  sworn  to  by  me  as  correct  and  just,  according  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  beUef.  The  reason  why  H.  L.  Dousman 
and  Joseph  R.  Brown  were  also  sworn  to  the  correctness  of  the  ac- 
count, was,  that  the  claims  embraced  therein  were  extended  over  a 
number  of  years  l>elbre  I  came  into  the  country,  and  H.  L.  Dousman 
was  better  able  to  testify  to  their  just  character  than  I  was,  he  having 
been  longer  than  myself  engaged  in  the  Indian  trade.  After  I  came 
into  the  country  in  1834,  I  liad  charge  of  the  American  Fur  Company's 
trade  among  the  Sioux  of  the  St.  Peter's.  Joseph  R.  Brown  was  my 
clerk  for  several  years,  and  in  charge  of  the  trading  pcjst  of  Lake  Tra- 
verse and  its  dependencies.  He  kept  the  account  books  of  credits  at 
that  post,  and  made  also  an  abstract  of  the  balances  due  by  the  Sioux 
in  the  books  at  that  place,  for  some  years  previous  to  his  going  there. 
H.  L.  Dousman  was  interested,  and  so  were  other  parties,  in  the  claim 
or  account  referred  to  and  made  in  my  name,  but  J.  R.  Brown  was  not 
interested  directly  or  indirectly.  I  made  oath  to  the  correctness  of  the 
account,  to  tlie  best  of  my  knowledge,  from  my  generjd  acquaintance 
ixrith  the  system  of  trade,  and  the  large  amount  oi*  capital  and  heavy 
losses  sustained  in  the  prosecution  since  I  came  into  the  country.  I 
could,  of  course,  know  nothing  of  the  delivery  of  the  articles  of  goods 
and  merchandise  embraced  in  the  general  account  which  we  deliveccd 
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to  the  Indians,  as  I  did  not  live  with  the  upper  bands ;  bat  I  again 
assert  my  belief,  that  the  sum  claimed  was  really  and  justly  due,  from 
the  many  years  and  large  capital  employed  during  the  period  em- 
braced in  the  account-     At  the  "  Doty  treaty,"  so  cafied,  made  at  Tra- 
verse des  Sioux  in  1841,  an  item  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  was  inserted  for  the  payment  of  debts,  upon  the  express  de- 
mand of  the  Indians,  which  amount  was  principally  due  to  the  "Ameri- 
can Fur  Company,"  and  those  connected  with  it  in  the  trade.    That 
treaty  did  not  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  and  consequently  no 
part  of  the  debts  were  paid  under  it.     The  traders  presented  claims 
under  that  treaty,  much  exceeding  in  amount  the  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  which  was  inserted  therein. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  who  presented  claims  which 
were  contracted  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1851,  which  were  not  inserted  in 
that  schedule  to  the  Traders'  Paper? 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  recollection  serves  me,  every  account  that 
was  presented  was  included  in  that  schedule.  But  I  may  be  mistaken. 
I  wish  to  state  that  Mr.  Chute,  who  was  part  of  the  time  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux,  asked  me  if  I  would  favor  the  claim  of  Mr.  Dickson,  or 
Dixon,  who,  I  think,  formerly  belonged  to  the  British  Indian  depart- 
ment for  claims,  as  I  understood.  Which  account  of  Mr.  Dixon  ac- 
crued shortly  after  the  war  of  1812,  proposing,  if  I  would  do  so,  to 
allow  me  an  interest  in  the  claim.  I  rephed,  that  I  did  not  consider 
that  those  claims  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty;  inasmuch  as  I  believed  Mr.  Dicks^,  or  Dixon,  never  to  have 
traded  under  an  American  license.  I  do  not  know  that  the  account 
was  ever  presented,  and  if  so,  I  never  saw  it.  I  wish  to  say,  that  a 
claim  of  Mr.  James  Wells  was  placed  in  my  hands,  but  was  omitted 
to  be  included  in  the  schedule.  An  omission  for  which  I  bad  sabse- 
auently  to  pay  him  a  considerable  sum  for  my  negligence.  I  learned 
that  Mrs.  Hooe,  as  representative  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  Rolette,  had  an 
account  or  claim.  If  so,  I  never  saw  it.  I  desired,  in  consequence  oT 
Mrs.  Hooe's  relauonship  to  the  Indians,  as  well  as  fit)m  the  &ct  that 
her  father,  while  living,  had  been  a  good  friend  to  the  Sioux  Indians,  to 
allow  her  a  gratuity  of  two  thousand  dollars  out  of  the  amount ;  which 
proposition  was  objected  to  by  some  other  claimants,  on  the  ground 
that  her  relationship  was  witli  the  lotper  Sioux  Indians,  and  I  >^a5 
obliged  to  abandon  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  witness  tlie  signing  of  any  receipt  to  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Sec-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands* 
for  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  "  Limping  Devil"  sign  it.  I  cannot  say  that  I  saw 
any  other  chief  sign  it.     I  think  I  signed  it  as  a  witness  for  him. 

Question.  Were  there  any  means  of  coercion  used  by  Governor 
<ey  to  procure  the  receipt? 
■over.  Not  to  my  knowledge ;  "  Limping  Devil"  came  voluntarily 
'  and  offered  to  sign  it. 

ion.  Can  you  explain  why  some  of  the  chiefs  have  signed  one 
nd  do  not  sign  the  others? 

er.  Some  of  the  Indians  may.  have  been  engaged  in  bunting  at 
;,  who  were  present  at  another  time« 
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Question.  Do  you  know  the  chiefs  who  signed  the  treaty  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux? 

Answer.  I  know  some  of  them. 

Question.  Was  the  distribution,  as  made  on  that  "  Traders'  Paper," 
feir  and  just  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge? 

Answer.  I  believe  it  was  the  best  division  that  could  have  been 
made  under  the  circumstances.  But  a  number  of  the  claimants  at  the 
time,  including  myself,  did  think  and  feel  disappointed  at  the  small  al- 
lowance made  them  jrro  rata  on  the  amount  of  their  claims. 

Question.  Were  the  united  debts  or  claims  greater  than  the  amount 
they  received  under  the  "  Traders'  Paper?" 

Answer.  There  were  more  than  double  the  amounts  on  that  "Traders' 
Paper." 

Question.  If  the  money  had  been  paid  to  the  Indians  in  hand,  would 
they  have  paid  their  debts  with  it? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  at  any  council  at  Traverse  des  Sioux, 
Fort  Snelling,  or  Mendota,  propose  to  submit  their  traders'  accounts  to 
arbitrators? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  the  Indians  make  any  such  proposition? 

Question.  In  any  council  when  you  were  present,  aid  the  chiefs 
unanimously  demand  of  Governor  Ramsey  to  nave  the  money  paid 
into  their  own  hands? 

Answer.  I  heard  the  chiefs  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  demand  to  have 
the  money  paid  into  tlieir  own  hands ;  but  do  not  know  whether  it  was 
unanimous  or  not.  I  also  heard  the  same  demand  made  at  Fort  Snel- 
ling or  Mendota ;  but  this  latter  demand  was  not  unanimous. 

Question.  What  chiefs  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  made  this  demand  ? 

Answer.  I  recollect  that  "  Limping  Devil"  and  "  Red  Iron"  made 
such  a  demand ;  but  I  do  not  distinctly  recollect  that  any  other  chief 
did  so. 

Question.  Li  any  otlier  council  when  you  were  present,  eitlier  at 
Mendota  or  Fort  Snelling,  or  your  own  house,  did  you  hear  Governor 
Ramsey  make  the  signing  of  a  paper,  or  a  payment  of  their  debts,  a 
condition  precedent  to  the  release  of  their  prisoners  at  the  fort? 

Answer.  I  never  did.  The  Indians,  four,  or  five,  out  of  seven  chiefs, 
came  and  asked  me  to  call  on  the  governor  and  recjuest  him  to  release 
the  prisoners.  I  came  to  St.  Paul  to  see  the  governor  about  it,  and 
told  him  that  I  never  before  had  asked  a  personal  favor  of  him,  but  that 
I  made  it  a  special  request  that  he  would  release  them.  He  refused, 
and  I  returned  and  gave  the  message  to  the  Indians.  He  subsequently 
told  me  that  he  had  left  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Chippewa  and 
Sioux  Indian  agents.  Subsequently  to  the  signing  of  the  receipts  by 
the  Indians  I  renewed  my  request.  The  governor,  I  think,  said  the 
agents  had  come  to  some  arrangement  of  the  matter,  and  recommended 
the  discharge  of  the  prisoners ;  and  he  did  release  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  why  the  councils  were  removed  from  the 
♦* agency"  to  Mendota? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  Is  the  room  at  Mendota  more  convenient  than  the  govern- 
ment council  house  at  the  agency  ? 
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Answer.  It  is  larger- 
Question.  Was  not  the  great  body  of  the  Indians  encamped  on  the 
Mendota  side  of  the  river  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  They  were  living  on  the  Mendota  side.  Two  bands 
only  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  Mississippi  encamped,  according  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Question.  Were  the  Indians  kept  drunk  at,  and  during  any  of  the 
councils  at  the  payment  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  liquor  given  to  them  by  any  one  interested 
in  the  treaties  to  my  knowledge.  There  were  drunken  Indians  there 
on  one  or  two  occasions  during  the  pendency  of  the  payment,  and  I 
exerted  mySelf  to  find  out  who  gave  or  sold  them  the  bquor,  but  could 
not. 

Question.  Did  you  present  an  account  in  your  own  right  for  thirty 
seven  thousand  dollars  against  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  tribe ;  and  was 
that  account  correct  and  sworn  to  by  you? 

Answer.  I  did  in  my  own  right,  and  in  connexion  with  others.  It 
was  correct  and  sworn  to  by  me. 

Question.  Were  the  debts  contracted  subsequent  to  the  treaty  at 
Mendota  paid  ? 

Answer.  They  were  not  paid,  except  in  a  few  individual  instances. 

Question.  Whj'^  were  the  Indians  kept  waiting  for  their  payments  at 
Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  they  were  paid  as  soon  as  the  *•  pay- 
ment rolls"  were  made  out.  I  heard  Governor  Ramsey  ask  the  agent 
on  one  or  two  occasions  if  the  rolls  were  made  out;  when  he  answered 
that  they  were  not  quite  ready.  My  impression  is  that  they  were  paid 
immediately  after  the  rolls  were  finished. 

Question.  Do  you  know  at  what  period  the  lower  bands  of  Indians 
commenced  collecting  at  Mendota,  or  at  the  "  agency." 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Had  they  commenced  collecting  before  Governor  Ramsey 
or  agent  McLean  had  arrived  at  St.  Paul  with  their  money  ? 

Answer.  There  were  some  Indians  collected  before  die  return  of 
these  officers;  but  I  cannot  say  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
their  "  annuities." 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  council  held  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux  when  Governor  BLamsey  told  the  chiefs  that  he  would  not  pay 
them  tlieir  "  annuity  money"  unless  they  signed  a  paper  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  council  at  your  own  house  when 
Governor  Ramsey  told  the  chiefs  that  he  would  not  pay  them  their 
" annuity  money"  unless  they  signed  a  certain  paper? 

Answer.  I  was  present  when  Governor  Ramsey  told  them  that  the 
money  set  apart  for  their  debts  would  not  be  paid  to  them  under  any 
circumstances,  unless  they  made  some  arrangement  in  regard  to  its 
disposition,  without  his  specifying  any  particular  mode.  Governor 
Ramsey  stated  that  he  was  not  authorized  by  his  instructions  to  pay 
directly  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians  the  sum  of  money  which  had  been 
set  apart  for  specific  purposes.     That  if  they  could  not  arrange  among 
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themselves  in  reference  to  a  proper  disposition  of  it,  he  would  either 
send  the  money  back,  or  await  further  orders  from  the  government- 
Question.  Is  the  account  now  shown  to  you,  amounting  to  thirty- 
seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  seven  cents, 
the  account  you  presented  against  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  Sioux  In- 
dians ;  and  was  it  signed  and  sworn  to  by  you  as  correct  ? 

Answer.  It  is ;  and  was  signed  and  sworn  to  by  me,  according  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief.  I  was  not  present  at  the  delivery  of 
all  the  articles. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Sibley's  account  referred  to  as  above : 

The  Mbi>-a-wa-kan-toan  bands  of  Sioux  Indians, 

To.  H.  H.  SiBLBY,  Dr. 

For  balances  of  credits  due  in  1837  and  1838,  not  included 

in  treaty  claims  of  1837 S5,515  64 

For        do        of        do        due  in  1839 1,046  50 

For        do        of        do        dueinl840 1,086  98 

For        do        of        do        due  in  1841 3,487  50 

For        do        of        do        due  in  1842 195  60 

For        do        of        do        due  from  1843  to  1848  inclu- 
sive   11,487  43 

For        do        of        do        due  outfits   1849,  1850,  and 

1851,  to  date  of  treaty  August  6,  1851 8,272  52 

For  1,500  traps  lost  from  1837  to  1851,  at  $1  50 2,250  00 

For  work  in  blacksmith  shop  for  some  years — ^say  fourteen 

years — at  8275  per  annum 3.780  00 

37,722  07 


Tbrritory  of  Minnbsota,  ) 
County  of  Da-Jco-ta^        y 

Before  me,  Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  per- 
sonally came  Henry  H.  Sibley,  who  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose 
and  say  that  the  above  account  is  just  according  to  the  best  ot  his 
knowledge  and  belief;  and  that  the  sum  charged  has  not  been  hereto- 
fore paid  by  said  band,  and  is  honestly  due  him  the  said  Sibley. 

HENRY  H.  SIBLEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Mendota  this  9th  December, 
1852. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 

Question.  Look  at  the  paper  shown  to  you  and  say  whether  you  are 
not  a  witness  to  it ;  and  whether  you  were  present  when  it  was  signed 
by  the  parties  whose  names  are  affixed  to  it  as  parties  ? 

Answer.  I  was  a  witness  to  that  paper,  and  presume  all  signed  it 
whose  names  are  to  it,  as  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  witnessing  papers  un- 
less the  parties  signed  them  in  my  presence,  or  acknowledged  them  af- 
terwards. 

Question.  Look  at  the  receipt  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan- 
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toan  bands  of  Indians,  on  Senate  document  No.  29,  part  2,  pages  17  and 
18,  and  say  whether  the  chiefs,  whose  names  are  signed  ihereto. 
signed  in  your  presence  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  Tah-o-ah-ta-doo-tah,  Tah-chan-koo-wash-tah,  Shak- 
o-pee, and  We-chonk-pee  sign  it ;  which  are  the  thirdj/cmrth^fftk^  and 
sixih  names  as  they  stand  upon  the  list  of  signatures  consecutively. 
The  first  three  named  are  chiefs,  and  the  last  is  a  sub-chief. 

Question.  Did  these  chiefs  sign  in  the  presence  of  Governor  Ramsey, 
and  voluntarily  ? 

Answer.  They  signed  m  Governor  Ramsey's  presence,  and  volun- 
tarily. 

Question.  Was  the  receipt  read  and  explained  to  them  at  the  timt 
they  signed  it,  or  at  any  other  time  ? 

Answer.  It  was  read  and  explained  to  them  at  the  time  they 
signed  it. 

Qilestion.  Did  the  Indians  acknowledge  the  sum  mentioned  in  this 
receipt  as  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  their  traders? 

Answer.  They  always*  did  acknowledge  it,  so  far  as  I  know,  subse- 
quent to  the  making  of  the  treaty  up  to  a  short  time  before  the  payment 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  personal  knowledge  why  the 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  part  of  the  ninety  thousand  dollars  mentioned 
in  the  receipt,  waspaid  to  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  chiefs  ? 

Answer.  I  do.  That  sum  was  originally  intended  by  the  claimants  tu 
be  relinquished  to  the  half-breeds  or  mixed  bloods,  inasmuch  as  the 
commissioners  had  refused  to  make  any  provision  for  that  class  of  per- 
sons under  the  treaty.  The  half-breeds  subsequently,  or  a  megority  of 
them,  took  ground  against  the  claimants,  which  caused  the  claimants  to 
request  that  the  money  might  be  paid  back  to  the  Indians,  they  (the 
traders)  having  relinquished  their  claim  to  it,  although  justly  due  to 
them. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  give  this  twenty  thousand  dollars 
to  the  Indians  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  mentioned  by  you  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands  get  to- 
gether at  any  time  after  the  treaty  and  acknowledge  their  indebtedness 
to  the  traders ;  and  if  so,  to  what  amount  ? 

Answer.  They  did.  They  acknowledged  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  thousand  dollars  to  be  due  to  their  traders.  The  way  they 
ascertained  that  particular  sum  was  at  a  council  held  with  the  traders 
on  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  treaty  was  held,  at  which  a 
large  number  of  whites  and  Indians  were  present,  when  the  individual 
chiefs  or  soldiers  designated  the  different  persons  whom  they  wished  to 
be  paid,  with  the  amount ;  the  aggregate  of  which  was  about  equal  to 
the  sum  specified. 

Question.  Was  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  claims  of  the  licensed 
traders  more  than  the  amounts  received  by  them? 

Answer.  It  was  considerably  more.  My  own  account  was  thirty- 
seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars,  out  of  which  1 
received  fro  rata  less  than  twenty  thousand  dollars,  according  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection. 
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The  Hon.  Henry  H.  Sibley  cross-examined  by  ihe  government 
omnmissioners. 

Question.  Was  the  "Traders'  Paper"  (so  called)  explained  to  the  In- 
dians in  open  council  when  they  signed  it  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not. 

Question.  How  long  afterwards  was  it  before  the  schedule  was  at- 
tached? 

Answer.  It  was  attached  on  the  same  evening,  I  think,  on  which  it 
was  signed.  The  reason  why  it  was  not  before  attached  was  that  the 
Endians  from  the  beginning  designated  certain  individuals,  not  then  en- 
gaged in  the  trade,  whose  claims  they  were  unwilling  to  pay ;  and  the 
traders  in  the  country,  considering  that  these  debts  were  to  a  certain 
extent  just,  did  not  think  it  right  that  these  persons  should  be  wholly 
excluded.  They  therefore  proposed  to  the  Indians  that  the  sum  set 
apart  should  be  left  to  be  disposed  of  among  the  traders,  or  by  the 
Claimants  themselves,  as  they  might  think  proper ;  and  a  committee 
was  then  appointed  by  the  claimants  to  adjust  a  fro  rata  proportion  to 
each  individual.  I  being  theiargest  claimant,  although  solicited  to  be 
tme  of  the  committee,  refuseoT  The  committee  was  composed  of  one 
individual  connected  with  tlie  American  Fur  Company,  and  of  two 
others  not  comiected  with  them  ;  which  was  done  with  a  view  to  give 
general  satisfaction  to  the  claimants,  no  one's  interest  being  unduly 
represented. 

Question.  Were  any  books  and  bills  of  particulars  exhibited  to  that 
cxxmmittee  for  consideration  and  adjustment  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  although  there  were  books  in  the 
possession  of  some  of  the  claimants  then  on  the  ground. 

Question.  How  many  years  back  did  these  claims  and  accounts  of 
the  traders  extend  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  the  furthest  went  back  to  the  year  1820,  or 
about  that  time. 

Question.  Were  the  sums  apportioned  by  this  committee  of  traders 
Bobmitted  to  the  chiefs  for  their  approval  afterwards  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were.  Some  of  the  chiefs,  I  think, 
^rere  told  the  contents  of  the  paper. 

Question.  When  was  Major  McLean's  certificate  attached  to  that 
Traders'  Paper  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect  the  precise  date. 

Question.  Was  it  attached  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  I  am  unable  to  answer.  My  impression  is  that  the  certifi- 
csate  wot  written  at  Traverse  des  Sioux. 

Question.  Who  prepared  that  certificate  ? 

Ainswer.  I  do  not  know,  but  my  belief  is  that  he  prepared  it  himself. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  another  certificate  being  prepared  for 
him  to  sign  also? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Did  he  sign  the  one  prepared  for  him  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not.  The  certificate  attached  to  the  paper  was  not 
satisfactory  to  a  majority  of  the  claimants.    It  was  not  such  a  certifi- 
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cate  as  they  thought  it  was  incumbent  upon  the  agent  to  attach  to  that 
paper. 

Question.  Did  the  committee  make  out  the  amount  that  each  claim- 
ant was  entitled  to,  or  was  it  made  out  for  them  by  others? 

Answer.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  made  out  by  others 
than  the  committee. 

Question.  Could  all  the  persons  composing  that  committee  read  and 
write? 

Answer.  Two  out  of  three  could ;  the  other  could  not. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  See-see-toans  and  Wah-pa- 
toans  signed  the  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  two  hundred  tod  mty 
thousand  dollars  ($250,000)  ? 

Answer.  I  was  present  when  one  signed  it. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  generally  refuse  to  sign  it? 

Answer.  They  did  at  first — or,  rather,  some  of  them  did. 

Question.  Dia  Governor  Ramsey  ask  you  to  help  him  to  get  the 
receipts  from  the  Indians? 

Answer.  He  did.  I  said  to  Governor  Ramsey,  that  I  did  not  con- 
sider that  there  was  any  necessity  for  it^  that  the  paper  already  signed 
by  them  authorized  him  to  make  the  payment  without  any  further 
authority,  as  the  amount  involved  was  invested  in  the  claimants  or 
traders. 

Question.  Did  you  help  him  to  get  their  names  to  these  receipts? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Was  your  action  in  the  matter  with  his  knowledge  and 
consent? 

Answer.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  Governor  Ramsey  knew 
what  I  was  doing,  except  that  he  knew  I  was  exerting  myself  to  get 
these  receipts,  because  1  had  reason  to  believe  that  he  would  not  pay 
the  amount  ot  these  claims  unless  he  did  get  them. 

Question.  Did  you  inform  Governor  Ramsey  what  means  you  used 
to  get  these  receipts  signed? 

Answer.  I  may  have  informed  him  of  some  of  my  movements;  but 
I  certainly  did  not  inform  him  of  all  the  means  I  used  for  that  purpose. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  know  that  you  had  offered  them 
rewards  to  sign  these  receipts? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  probable  that  I  did  mention  somethmg  of  that 
kind  to  Governor  Ramsey,  but  I  am  not  positive.  I  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  tell  Governor  Ramsey  what  means  I  was  using  to  bring 
about  my  own  ends. 

Question.  Did  not  Grovemor  Ramsey  tell  all  you  traders  that  he 
would  not  pay  the  claimants  unless  he  got  his  vouchers  signed  by  the 
Indians? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  his  having  said  so;  but  he  did  state,  fre- 
quently, that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  have  that  paper  for  his  own 
protection. 

Question.  Did  you,  by  yourself,  or  through  others,  offer  any  Indian 
or  Indians  any  money,  goods,  or  other  property,  to  sign  that  receipt  to 
Governor  Ramsey? 

This  question  was  objected  to  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counseL 

Answer.  The  witness  declines  to  answerthis  question,  unless  be  is 
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permitted  to  go  behind  the  treaty,  and  give  a  full  history  of  his  whole 
conduct  in  the  matter.     (Meaning  the  Mendota  treaty^  of  the  5th  of 
Awtut,  1851.) 

Question.  Were  you  authorized  by  the  Wah-pa-coo-ta  Indian  credi- 
tors to  receive  from  Governor  Ramsey  the  sum  of  (S90,000)  ninety 
thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  I  was,  from  all  but  one,  and  he  was  not  present,  and  could 
not  be  found.  He  had  a  small  claim  of  ($500)  five  hundred  dollars, 
'wbich,  however,  was  all  satisfactorily  arranged  afterwards. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  pay  you  that  money,  the  ($90,000) 
ninety  thousand  dollars,  on  that  order,  or  power  of  attorney? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  funds  did  he  pay  you? 

Answer.  He  paid  mc  in  a  draft  on  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  New 
York,  I  think ;  I  am  not  positive,  however,  as  I  had  other  checks  on 
some  other  banks. 

Question.  Did  you  take  out  of  these  traders'  claims,  so  paid  by  j'^ou 
out  of  the  money  received  from  Governor  Ramsey,  ^Um  per  cent.^^1 

Answer.  I  did.  \ 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  pay  this  **ten  per  cent."? 

Answer.  To  Hugh  Tyler. 

Question.  Why  was  that  **/c»"  per  cent,  paid  to  you  for  Hugh  Tyler 
on  this  Wah-pa-coo-ta  fund  of  ninety  thousand  dollars  V 

Answer.  Because  the  claimants  chose  to  pay  it. 

Question.  Did  the  Wah-pa-coo-ta  Indians  ever  object  to  the  pay- 
ment of  tliis  money  to  their  traders? 

Answer.  Never,  to  my  knowledge.  On  the  contrary,  they  were 
anxious  to  pay  it. 

Question.  Why,  then,  did  it  become  necessary  to  make  their  credi- 
tors pay  this  "  fen"  per  cent,  to  an  agent  ? 

Answer.  The  arrangement  with  Hugh  Tyler  included  all  these 
claims.    This  Wali-pa-coo-ta  fund  as  well  as  others. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  was  this  per  centage  used? 

Answer.  It  was  to  compensate  Hugh  Tyler  lor  devoting  his  time  to 
the  ratification  of  the  treaties  of  1851,  and  to  secure  the  claims  of  the 
creditors  under  the  different  treaties. 

Question.  Was  any  of  this  fund  paid  to  any  body  else  to  assist  in  the 
same  objects,  as  well  as  to  Hugh  Tyler? 

Answer.  Yes,  there  was. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  know  that  this  per  centage  was  to 
be  paid  to  any  one  besides  Hugh  Tyler? 

Answer.  I  have  reason  to  beUeve  that  he  did  know  that  some  por- 
tion was  to  be  so  paid,  but  I  am  not  ix)sitive. 

Question.  How  much  of  this  per  centage  was  paid  out  for  services 
DO  others  in  this  (Minnesota)  Territory? 

Answer.  After  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  at 
Bi  meeting  of  the  claimants  under  that  treaty,  it  was  suggested  that 
some  expense  would  necessarily  be  incurred  in  securing  the  rights  of 
the  claimants  under  it.  I  was  entrusted  with  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  claimants,  so  far  as  was  necessary  to  secure  these  x\^\&% 
I  think  that  Mr.  Alexis  Bailley  was  one  of  the  dVssenUeuVs*,    ^evci^Sw 
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satis&ed  with  the  amount  allowed  to  him,  he  stated  that  he  would  not 
be  willing  to  pay  any  portion  of  the  expense  that  might  be  incurred. 
That,  inasmucn  as  the  claimants  under  the  ^^lovoer^'*  treaty  at  Mendota 
constituted  a  majority  of  the  claimants  under  the  •*«pper"  treaty  at 
Traverse  des  Sioux,  it  was  understood  that  this  arrangement  included 
both  treaties.     I  mean  as  to  leaving  the  matter  in  my  hands. 

When  the  amount  of  the  expenses  incurred  for  the  payment  of 
agents  and  attorneys  was  aggregated,  it  was  found  that  the  amount  oo 
the  "  upper y "  and  a  portion  of  me  "  loujer**  treaty,  would  considerably 
exceed  the  sum  of  "ten"  per  cent.  I  think  under  the  "ttpp«^"  treaty, 
it  was  fifteen  per  cent ;  and  under  tlie  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  treaty,  eigh- 
teen per  cent.  I  was  unwilling  to  present  the  amount  of  eighteen  pCT 
cent,  to  the  claimants,  and  paid  all  out  "y^/tec»"  per  cent,  of  it  myself, 
under  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  portion  of  it.  Tnere  was  only  "/oi" 
per  cent,  under  the  Wah-pa-coo-ta  part.  "Ten"  per  cent,  of  thai 
amount  was  paid  to  Hugh  Tyler,  and  five  per  cent,  to  other  persons. 
I  cannot  state  the  precise  amount,  a  large  majority  of  the  cmimants 
paid  "y^c«i"  per  cent. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Hugh  Tyler  has  deposited  forty 
thousand  dollars  ($40,000,)  or  more,  in  any  one  or  more  banks  in  any 
of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  made  any  estimate  of  the  aggregatp 
amount  of  per  centage  paid  to  Hugh  Tyler ;  and  was  not  the  amount 
received  by  him  greatly  beyond  the  value  of  any  services  rendered  by 
him,  or  which  could  have  been  rendered  for  the  claimants  under  these 
treaties?  . 

Answer.  I  have  not  made  any  estimate  of  the  aggregate  amount 
paid  to  Hugh  Tyler,  and  do  not  think  the  sum  paid  to  him  exceeded 
the  value  of  his  services,  under  all  the  circumstances. 

Question.  Did  you  inform  certain  claimants  that  imless  they  gave 
this  per  centage,  and  thereby  procure  this  money  immediately,  that  it 
might  be  stopped  by  order  of  the  general  government ;  or  words  U) 
that  effect? 

Answer.  I  did,  in  reference  to  the  Wah-pa-coo-ta  fund.  I  thought 
that  the  matter  should  be  brought  to  a  close  as  soon  as  possible.  That 
the  money  might  be  stopped  through  the  influence  of  certain  persons 
with  the  government  at  Washington. 

Question.  Was  this  before  you  received  the  order  from  the  Wah-pa- 
coo-ta  claimants  to  (Jovernor  Ramsey  for  the  ninety  thousand  dollars. 
($90,000?) 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  obtain  such  information  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  get  it  from  anybody.     It  was  my  own  suggestion. 

Question.  Had  you  any  assurances  from  Governor  Ramsey,  befort* 
he  left  St.  Paul  for  Washington  city  to  bring  this  money  on,  that  the 
traders  should  be  paid,  and  that  the  money  should  not  go  into  the  hands 
of  the  Indians  in  the  first  instance  ? 

Answer.  I  had  not.  I,  fi-om  the  beginning,  held  (Jovemor  Ramsey 
morally  responsible  that  he  would  carry  out  what  he  knew,  as  com- 
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rmssioner,  had  been  the  arrangement  or  agreement  with  the  Indians  for 

^ihc  payment  of  their  debts. 

'    Question.  When  did  Governor  Ramsey  determine  to  pay  the  traders, 

^tod  not  to  pay  the  money  to  the  Indians  directly  ? 

5    Answer.  I  cannot  give  a  positive  answer  to  that  question. 

1    Question.  Who  was  to  pay  the  expense  of  collecting  the  Indians  at 

Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  order  to  secure  your  claims  against  them  ? 

»     Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  the  Indians  were  ever  collected  at 

Xraverse  des  Sioux  for  the  pur{)ose  of  securing  our  claims. 

Question.  Who  supplied  the  Indians  with  provisions  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux  before  tlie  payment  ? 

Answer.  I  gavc^  them  some,  and  I  think  Governor  Ramsey  gave 
them  some  also,  and  perhaps  some  others. 

Question.  Do  you  know  directly  or  indirectly,  from  sources  of 
information  that  you  behevc,  whether  any  general  government  officer, 
or  Governor  Ramsey,  was  offered,  or  received,  or  is  to  receive,  any 
pert  of  the  money  arising  from  this  per  centage  on  claimants  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  Governor  Ramsey  is  concerned,  I  have  no  know- 
ledge or  information  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  he  has  ever  received 
one  cent  of  this  money,  or  that  he  is  to  get,  or  will  ever  receive,  any 

Krt  of  it.  /  declhie  to  anstver  as  to  other  public  officers.  I  will  state, 
wever,  that  I  know  nothing  positive  of  my  own  "knowledge. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  ask  you  to  assist  him  in  getting 
the  receipt  from  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  chiefs  for  the  ninety  thousand 
dollars. 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did.  But  I  exerted  myself  to  get 
those  receipts,  because  there  was  no  previous  obligation  of  the  Med-a- 
vra-kan-toan  Indians  to  pay  their  debts  as  there  was  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta 
signed  that  receipt  for  the  ninety  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  present. 

Question.  See  tlie  receipt  on  Senate  document  No.  29,  part  2,  and 
page  10,  signed  by  Frederick  B.  Sibley,  for  (S2,520  12)  twenty-five 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  twelve  cents,  and  say  in  what  kind  of 
fiinds  it  was  [)aid  to  him. 

Answer.  My  hnpression  is  that  it  was  paid  to  me  by  Governor 
Ramsey  in  a  draft  on  some  bank  in  New  York,  but  on  what  bank  I  do 
not  now  recollect.     The  draft  was  at  my  own  request. 

Question.  What  amount  of  paper  moiu»y  or  bank  notes  did  Governor 
Ramsey  bring  here  to  St.  Paul  of  the  Sioux  money  under  both  of  the 
treaties  if 

Answer.  I  am  unable  to  state  what  amount  of  paper  money  was 
brought  here  by  him. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  funds  was  the;  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  (250,000)  paid  to  Hugh  Tyler  by  Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  Some  was  paid  m  draits  on  New  York,  some  in  paper 
money  or  bank  notes,  and  some  in  gold. 

Question.  How  much  in  gold? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  the  amount. 
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Question.  Did  the  "half-breeds"  pay  this  "fifteen"  per  cenlage 
when  they  received  their  part  of  the  money  ? 

Answer.  They  did ;  the  greater  part  of  them.  I  do  not  know 
whether  all  did  or  not. 

Question.  Did  they  agree  to  do  so  in  writing  ? 

Answer.  My  impression  is,  that  some  did,  but  not  all  of  them. 

Question.  Where  were  the  half-breeds  paid  ? 

Answer.  In  my  office  or  house  at  Mendota ;  I  mean  the  greater  part 
of  them. 

Question.  Were  the  "  half-breeds"  generally  indebted  to  you  or  to 
the  fur  company. 

Answer.  Quite  a  number  of  them  were. 

Question.  Did  Hugh  Tyler  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  this  "  per  cent- 
age  money"  on  deposite  m  any  bank  or  banks  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  the  claimants,  unless  they  paid  this  per  cent- 
age  to  Hugh  Tyler  that  the  money  would  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
Indians,  or  words-  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  made  any  such  assertion ;  but  I  do 
recollect  of  saying  that  I  thought  it  would  be  policy  to  do  so.  I  took 
the  ground  from  the  commencement  that  the  claimants  were  bound  in 
good  faith  to  pay  the  expenses  incurred,  the  half-breeds  included,  as 
the  amount  which  the  half-breeds  were  to  receive  was  looked  upon  by 
the  claimants  as  entirely  a  gratuity  on  their  part,  and  taken  fi-om  the 
claimants. 

Question.  What  amount  was  first  agreed  to  be  paid  to  Hugh  Tyler? 

Answer.  Two  and  a  half  per  cent.  That  is,  there  was  no  distinct 
agreement  to  that  effect ;  but  that  is  what  I  said  to  him,  and  what  I 
thought  the  claimants  would  consider  a  fair  compensation.  One  reason 
why  I  consented  to  pay  Hu&[h  Tyler  "  tetC'  per  cent,  was,  that  be 
bound  himself  to  pay  demands  against  the  claimants  for  services  of 
agents  and  attorneys  in  Washington,  who  had  been  employed  on  the 
part  of  the  claimants. 

Question.  Were  not  the  Indians  assembled  on  frequent  occasionst 
and  several  fruitless  attempts  made  to  get  them  to  make  some  disposi- 
tion of  this  money  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  I  state,  that  they  were  assembled  on  the  night  of  the  day 
on  which  the  treaty  was  executed ;  all  the  chiefs,  without  exceptioot 
and  most  of  the  braves,  and  a  majority  of  the  claimants.  The 
accounts  were  presented  to  them  in  detail,  one  by  one ;  they  then 
stated  the  names  of  the  individuals,  with  the  sums  they  w^ished  paid  to 
each.  They  did  not  sign  a  paper  that  night,  but  promised  to  do  so  the 
next  day,  as  it  was  necessary  to  make  a  pro  rata  distribution,  which 
required  considerable  labor;  they  admitting  a  larger  amount  of  indebt- 
edness than  the  sum  of  ninety  thousand  dollars  ($90,000).  The  paper 
pro  rata  was  prepaied  accordingly,  and  presented  to  the  Indians  the 
next  day.  Some  of  the  claimants  were  allowed  so  much  less  than 
they  thought  they  ought  to  get  that  a  strong  influence  was  made  with 
the  Indians  to  set  it  aside,  and  they  (the  Indians)  consequently  refused 
to  sign  the  paper.  Five  of  the  chiefs  came  to  me  and  told  me  that  if 
Alexander  Farribault  and  myself  would  abandon  the  other  claimants. 
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th.1t  they  would  pay  us  the  lull  amount  ot'our  respective  claims,  and  offer- 
ed to  sign  an  obligation  to  that  eflect.  We  refused  to  do  so.  The  Indians 
did  hold  councils  subsequently,  and  although  some  chiefs  would  a^ree 
to  one  thing,  and  some  to  another,  they  never  did  agree  to  anything 
definite. 

Question.  Arc  the  Indians  capable  of  investigating  and  determining 
upon  large  amounts  of  money,  or  of  accounts,  with  any  degree  of  cor- 
rectness i 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  arc.  The  Indians  have  a  general  idea 
of  the  amount  of  capital  stock  employed  or  engaged  in  the  trade ;  and 
would  know  that  they  owed  those  with  a  large  capital  stock  more  than 
they  did  a  small  trader. 

Question  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel.  What  is  the  character  of 
the  j)orson  who  wjis  on  the  committee  of  the  traders  at  Traverse  des 
8ioux,  who  it  is  said  caimot  read  or  write  V 

Answer.  1  believe  him  to  be  a  competent  business  man,  and  very 
capable  of  taking  care  of  his  own  interest;  and  was  in  my  judgment  a 
very  proper  person  to  be  placed  upon  the  committee,  for  different 
reasons. 

Question.  What  was  the  valu(^  of  the  draft  when  you  received  it 
from  Governor  Ramsey  i 

Answer.  It  was  at  a  premium  ;  but  I  cannot  say  at  what  premium. 

(Here  follows  a  copy  of  Mr.  Sibley's  account  against  the  See-see- 
toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  ofnpjfcr  Sioux  Indians.) 

The  Seb-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bimds  of  Da-ko-ta  or  Sioux  Indians 
To  H.  H.  Sibley,  agent  for  American  Fur  Company,  Dr. 

For  balance  of  account  due  at  the  trading  post  at  Lac 
qui  Parle  tor  the  years  1821,  1822,  1823, 1824, 1825, 
and  1826 $13,600  00 

For  balance  of  account  due  at  the  trading  post  at  Tra- 
verse des  Sioux  for  the  years  1821  to  1827  inclusive.        20,500  00 

For  amount  due  to  outfits  at  Little  Rocher,  Patterson's 
Rapids,  River  du  Rocher,  and  other  posts  on  tlie  Des- 

moines  river  frofii  1820  to  1825 »14,200  00 

Do     do     for  the  year  1832 3,400  00 

Do     for  Laframboisc's  outfit  at  Little  ^ 

llock  for  the  years  1834,  1835,  1836,  and  • 

1837 13,200  00 

30,800  00 

For  balance  of  account  due  at  Big  Stone 

Lake,  Lake  Traverse,  Riviere  Jacques, 
Itiviere  Cheyenne,  and  Devil's  Lake,  from 
1821  to  1838 72,663  40 

For  horses,  cattle,  &c.,  killed,  and  other  de- 
predations at  Lake  Traverse 2,451  00 

For  fort  and  buildings  destroved    at  Lake 

Traverse ' 5,000  00 

80,084  40 

144,984  40 
15  == 
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TrtlRITORY  OP  MiNNBSOTY,  ) 

County  of  Da-ko-ta.        ) 

Before  me,  Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  per- 
sonally appeared  H.  L.  Dousman,  Joseph  R.  Brown,  and  H.  H.  Sib- 
ley, who  being  severally  sworn  do  depose  and  say,  that  the  within 
account  is  true  and  just  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and 
belief,  and  that  the  within  named  sum  is  due  and  unpaid  by  the  band^ 
named  in  said  account. 

H.  L.  DOUSMAN, 
JOSEPH  R-  BROWN, 
H.  H.  SIBLEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Mendota,  this  7th  December, 
1852. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 


Martin  McLeod,  of  Lac  qui  Parle,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness 

on  the  part  of  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  H 

Answer.  In  Hennessin  county,  and  at  "  Lac  qui  Parle"  in  the  Min- 
nesota Territory. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  among  the  Indians  V 

Answer.  I  have  been  sixteen  years  in  Minnesota,  and  most  of  iht- 
time  among  the  Sioux  Indians. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  ami 
Mendota,  in  July  and  August,  1851  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  a  trader  among  the  Sioux  Indians  previous  to 
these  treaties  ? 

Answer.  I  was  a  trader  with  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan 
Sioux  for  about  ten  years. 

Question.  Did  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-todn  Sioux  Indians  ac- 

lectively  and  infnvidually  to  me,  that  they  knew  they  were  indebted  to 
their  traders  to  a  large  amount,  which  they  wished  to  pay ;  and  the\ 
also  expressed  an  anxiety  to  have  the  assistance  of  the  traders  to  ena- 
ble them  to  make  a  good  treaty  with  the  government. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  acknowledge  any  specific  amount  to  be  dut 
to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  aware  that  they  ever  did.  But  they  did  acknow- 
ledge that  they  were  indebted  more  than  they  supposed  would  W 
allowed  by  the  commissioners ;  and  they  wished  the  traders  to  make 
the  division  among  themselves. 

Question.  Did  the  traders  agree  to  receive  this  reduced  sum  in  ac- 
quittance of  their  liabilities  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  a  large  majority  of  the  traders  did 
so  agree. 


knowledge  any  indebtedness  to  their  traders  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  t 
Answer.  Tnr  did.     The  chiefs  said  on  several  occasions,  both  col- 
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Question.  Were  you  present  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  at  the  signing  of 
the  treaty  of  July  23,  ]  851  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  also  present  at  tlie  signing  of  the  so-called 
"  Traders'  Taper  f 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Ts  the  paper  now  shown  to  you  the  original  "  Traders' 
Paper,"  of  which  you  speak? 

Answer.  That  is  the  original  paper. 

Question.  Did  you  see  tne  chiefs  and  headmen  sign  that  paper  ? 

Answer.  I  did.  ^ 

Question.  Was  that  paper  explained  to  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  It  had  been  explained  yrretiom  to  the  signing  by  them — ^to 
some  of  the  chiefs  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Did  those  who  signed  it,  and  the  other  Indians  also,  have 
a  knowledge  of  the  contents  ol  that  paper  t 

Answer.  That  question  is  too  general. 

Question.  Give  the  names  of  the  chiefs  with  whom  you  traded. 

Answer.  1.  Wah-min-dah-ne-chah,  or  the  **  Orphan;"  2.  O-pee-en- 
dah,  or  "Big  Curley  Head;"  3.  E-yang-mo-nee,  or  **  Running  Walk- 
er;" 4.  E-tay-wah-ke-an,  or  "  Limping  Devil ;"  We-ya-ha,  a  sub-chief 
or  headman ;  I-te-cho-ka,  (who  is  now  dead ;)  his  father  was  a  chief,  I 
believe ;  and  5.  Ink-pah,  the  chief  of  a  small  band  at  the  "  Big  Stone 
Lake." 

Question.  Was  there  a  council  held  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  for  the 
purpose  of  distributing  the  "  half-breed  money?" 

Answer.  On  the  evening  the  treaty  was  signed  all  the  chiefs  who 
aigned  the  treaty  were  present  in  council. 

Question.  What  was  done  in  that  council? 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  during  the  whole  of  the  council.  Some 
of  the  chiefs  opened  the  council  by  stating  that  they  had  assembled,  for 
the  purpose  of  distributing  a  sum  of  money  among  their  relations  of  the 
hall  and  quarter  breeds.  They  tlien  went  on  to  mention  the  names  of 
heads  of  families,  and  the  number  of  the  children  in  each  family,  each 
chief  mentioning  the  half  and  quarter  breeds  who  were  connected  with 
Us  band.  They  also  included  in  the  list  a  few  of  the  half  and  quarter 
fareeds  who  were  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands.  That  list  was 
copied  by  me  the  following  morning  on  that  "Traders'  Paper,"  (as 
shown  to  me,)  and  in  my  own  hand-writing,  and  is  a  true  copy,  except 
one  name.  When  engaged  in  copying  this  half  and  quarter  oreed  list, 
a  number  of  the  chiefs  came  to  my  tent  and  asked  me  what  paper  I 
•was  writing.  I  explained  the  paper  to  them,  and  they  expressed  their 
satisfaction  of  the  provision  made  tor  their  half  and  quarter  breed  rela- 
tions. I  then  said  to  them  that  if  they  would  put  down  one  more  name, 
the  sum  could  be  more  easily  divided  ;  that  it  would  then  make  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  each.  All  the  chiefs  present  requested  me 
to  add  another  name. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  remarks  made  by  the  Indians  at  the 
signing  of  the  "  Traders'  Paper"  that  would  go  to  show  that  they  knew 
wnat  was  in  that  paper  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  Ish-ta-hum-bah,  or  Sleepy  Eyes,  qnd  I  think  Wah- 
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min-dab-De-i'hah,  or  the  Orplian,  make  £;ome  remarks  siitcT  the  close  o 
the  treaty  crmncil,  such  as  these  :  Tliat  he  hoped  the  traders  ^ooa 
now  be  satisfied,  since  they  (the  Sioux)  had  rubbed  out  their  dek 
and  he  hoped  that  hereafter  the  iriiders  would  sell  them  some  artidi 
of  gofnls,  which  he  mentioned,  chea|XT  than  they  had  heretofore  da 
The  words  of  the  '*  Orphan,"  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  were,  ll 
he  hoped  the  traders'  hearts  would  now  }ye  glad  for  what  they  {\ 
Indians)  had  done  i<»r  them  that  day. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  the  government  among  the 
dians  ?  and  cannot  a  few  braves  make  the  chiefs  abandcm  their  m 
solemn  ensaeements?  • 

Answer.  They  can,  when,  Jis  is  frrcjuently  the  case,  they  control 
whole  or  a  majority  of  the  band. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioux? 

Answer.  Yes ;  in  December,  1852. 

Question,  ^^ee  Senate  document  No.  29,   part  2,   and  page  7, 
receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey,  and  say  who  are  the  chiefs  whose  nai 
are  on  that  receipt ;  and  were  you  present  when  they  signed  it  t 

Answer.  I  was  present  when  four  Indians,  \*'ho   I  consider  chi 
signed  that  paper,  to  wit :  1.  "  Young  Sleepy  Eyes  ;"  2.  Wah-na- 
3.  Ota-ke-ta;  and  4.  No-hope-tc»n.     These  arc  the  names  of  the  chi 
-^ .  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Was  that  receipt  explained  to  them  If 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know,  it  was  fully  explained  to  them  througl 
*  interpreter. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  ? 
^  Answer.  He  was. 

Question.  Was  any  bribe  or  offer  made  bv  Governor  Ramsev  to 
.    f  duce  the  Indians  to  sign  it  1 

i  Answer.  There  was  not. 

/  Question.  Did  he  in  any  manner,  by  threats  or  otherwise,  oven 

or  intimidate  them  so  as  to  procun?  their  signatures  in  an  impm 
manner  i 

Answer.  He  did  not. 

Question.  See  pages  25  and  26,  Senate  document  No.  29,  par 
and  say  whether  the  same  persons  who  signed  the  amendments  to 
treaty  also  signed  the  jwwer  of  attorney  to  Governor  Ramsev,  ib 
8th  September,  1852? 

Answer.  They  are  the  same — twenty-seven  names  to  e.-ch  paj 
diough  some  are  spelled  a  little  differently? 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  at   the  payment  at   Traverse 
Sioux  attempt,  by  cruelty  and  injustice,  to  induce  the  chiefs  to  nlloy 
distribution  of  the  fund  appropriated  to  the  trad<*r.s,  or  to  sipn  the 
ceipt  therefor  t 

Answer.  I  did  not  attend  all  the  councils  held  at  Traverst*  des  Ska 
but  I  liave  no  reason  to  believe  that  Governor  Ramsey   used,  or 
tempted  to  use,  any  cruel  or  coercive  measures  to  compel  the  chiefs 
sign  receipts,  or  any  other  paj)ers,  or  to  distribute  the  traders'  ft 
against  their  wishes. 

Question.  Were  vu\y  e>K  \X\v*  v:\\\cK*  \vv'\l\'a.xv^\'^  des  Sioux  so  iDtis 
dated  that  t\\ey  vrcxc  \i^t^\dL  vv>  o^cx.  v\?»  \\\^^  ^^iw^^A 
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Answer.  I  know  that  some  of  them  were,  for  a  number  of  days  pre- 
vious to  the  payment,  and  prevented  from  calUng  on  Governor  Ramsey 
to  hold  councils  with  him  as  they  desired  to  do.  This  was  in  conse- 
quence of  a  ^^  soldiers*  lodge*'*  which  had  been  established  by  the  band 
at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  headed  by  "  Red  Iron." 

Question.  Did  you  present  a  claim  against  the  Indians  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux? 

Answer.  I  did  for  twenty-five  thousand  and  forty  ($25,040)  dollsu-s, 
and  it  was  sworn  to  by  me  before  Governor  Ramsey.  It  was  correct 
and  due  to  me  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief.  The  articles 
charged  in  the  account  were  not  all  delivered  to  the  Indians  in  my 

Eresence,  but  by  persons  in  my  employment.  Yet  I  had  no  reason  to 
elieve  that  any  of  the  accounts  were  incorrect ;  and  I  still  believe 
they  were  correct. 

Question.  Why  are  your  accounts  of  so  longstanding? 

Answer.  Because  tne  Indians  were  unable  to  pay,  and  there  had 
been  no  treaty  ratified. 

Question.  What  was  the  average  amount  of  your  capital  stock  era- 
ployed  during  the  ten  years  vou  were  trading  with  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  will  say  from  five  to  ten  thousand  dollars.  This  includes 
invoices  of  goods,  provisions,  &c.,  obtained  from  time  to  time  during  the 
trading  season,  and  is,  as  a  general  thing,  not  included  in  the  invoice 
prepared  by  the  trader  previous  to  his  obtaining  a  license.  There  are 
also  heavy  expenses  and  a  large  amount  of  capital  employed  in  the 
trade  which  does  not  appear  on  the  invoice — such  as  the  wages  of  men, 
a  large  number  of  horses  and  other  animals,  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  umer  Sioux  trade.  I  estimate  at  the  price  the 
gooos  cost  us  in  the  Indian  country,  and  not  the  price  at  which  we  dis- 
pose of  them. 

Question.  Will  you  fix  the  average  value  of  the  skins  and  lUrs  re- 
ceived by  you  from  the  Indians,  and  your  annual  receipts  from  them  in 
money,  furs,  skins,  and  peltries  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  do  that,  but  my  annual  receipts  firom  them  have 
never  equalled  the  amount  of  the  invoices  of  goods  brought  into  the 
country  by  me  except  for  one  year ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  during  a 
number  ot*  years  the  returns  fell  far  short  of  the  amount  of  goods  aiid 
other  articles  brought  into  the  country  by  me.  And  my  accounts 
against  the  Indians  are  the  balances  appearing  due  on  the  books  kept 
during  the  trade  by  myself  and  others  in  my  employment. 

Martin  McLeod  cross-examined  by  the  government  commissioners. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  traders  with  the  Wah-pa-toan  and 
See-see-toan  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  who  presented  claims  which  were 
excluded  or  not  allowed  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  know  of  two  claims  that  were  omitted  to  be 
presented— one  of  James  Wells,  and  a  small  claim  of  Levi  Bird,  who 
had  traded  with  these  Indians  on  his  own  account  with  goods  furnished 
by  me. 

Question.  Do  you  know  why  it  is  that  the  papers  which  have  been 
executed  at  different  times  have  the  names  of  different  chiefs  attached 
to  them  ? 
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Answer.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  the  same  Indians  collected  t 
different  times  ;  and  sometimes  the  same  Indians  appear  ^ith  differea. 
names — many  of  them  ha\ing  two  names. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs,  when  you  were  present,  <;ver  askGoveriO! 
Ramsey  at  any  council  to  submit  the  traders'  accounts  to  arbitratccs 
or  to  persons  to  investigate  them  t 

Answer.  At  no  council  where  I  was  present  did  the  Indians  niafe 
such  a  request  of  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Had  the  money  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  lndii3 
would  they  have  retained  any  for  subsistence  and  removal  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  they  would  not.  On  the  ct>ntrary  I  have  re: 
son  to  believe  that  they  would  have  squandered  the  money,  and  that 
would  have  led  to  serious  difficulties  among  themselves- 

Question.  Was  the  distribution  of  the  debt  fund  fair  and  equitabk 

Answer.  It  was  as  fair  and  equitable  as  it  could  have  been  m!n 
under  the  circumstances. 

Question.  W«is  there  mucli  turbulence  and  excitement  among  t 
Indians  for  a  few  months  before  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioux 

Answer.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement,  which  was  caused. 
I  believed,  then  and  now,  by  persons  telling  the  Indians  that  they  h 
been  deceived  and  cheated  by  their  old  traders  ;  which  persons  h 
been  endeavoring  to  divert  the  money  from  the  payment  of  their  deb 
and  from  the  original  purpose  lor  which  they  intended  it.  This  is  i 
opinion. 

Question.  How  long  were  the  Indians  kept  waiting  for  their  "arm 
ties"  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  before  the  payment  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  aware  that  they  were  detained  from  anj*  partic 

lar  cause.     I  know  that  Agent  McLean  had  great  difficulty  in  maid 

i    J  out  the  annuity  or  pay  rolls,  it  being  the  first  time  die  upper  India 

I  had  ever  been  paid  or  assembled  for  that  purpose.     And  1  believe  1 

f   '  '  rolls  were  not  completed  until  the  evening  before  they  received  th 

f  Question.  From  your  long  acquaintance  witb  the  Indians  what 

your  opinion  of  their  veracity  when  they  have  either  feeling  or  inter 
in  the  subject-matter  of  their  testimony  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  confidence  whatever  in  their  veracity  when  \h 


}  are  interested. 


Question.  Would  you  believe  them  under  oath  any  sooner  ihar. 
speaking  without  being  sworn  ? 

Answer.  I  would  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  the  cbiefs  of  the  See-* 
toan  and  Wali-pa-toan  Sioux  Indians,  who  are  so  acknowledged 
them  as  such? 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  among  the  "  upper  bands"  the  question  of  chi 
tainship  is  one  I  could  never  fully  comprehend.  I  do  not  belie 
that  it  IS  fully  understood  by  the  Indians  themselves.  The  name? 
the  other  chiefs  I  have  not  named,  are,  1.  Ish-tah-hum-bah,  senior, 
"Old  Sleepy  Eyes;"  and  2.  Ish-lah-hum-bah,  junior,  or  "You 
Sleepy  Eyes ; "  3.  Mah-zah-shah,  or  "  Red  Iron ;  **  4.  E-tay-wah4 
an,  or  "  Limping  Devil;"  5.  Wah-min-dah-ne-chah,  or  the  "Orphm 
6.  E-yang-mo-nee,  or  "  Running  Walker ;"  7.  O-pee-en-daht  or  "B 
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Curly  Head;"  8.  Ink-pah;  9.  O-lak-e-ta;  10.  Wah-na-ta;  11.  No- 
hope-ton  ;  and  12.  "  Burning  Earth." 

Question.  Is  old  "  Sleepy  Eyes"  a  superior  chief  to  "  Red  Iron  ?  " 

Answer.  I  always  considered  him  so. 

Question.  What  was  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  accounts  of  the 
traders  presented  against  the  Indians  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  About  tour  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($400,000)  and  up- 
wards. 

.Question.  When  white  men  are  called  upon  the  stand  as  witnesses, 
do  you  attach  as  much  weight  to  the  testunony  of  those  who  are  in- 
terested as  to  those  who  are  not? 

Answer.  When  I  know  them  to  be  men  of  integrity,  I  would  attach 
as  much  weight  to  their  testimony. 

Question.  How  much  of  your  chiim  of  twenty-five  thousand  ($25,000) 
dollars  against  these  Indians  did  you  receive? 

Answer.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect,  I  received  about  three-fourths 
of  it ;  which  is  about  nineteen  thousand  dollars  ($19,000). 

Question.  Who  paid  that  sum  of  money  to  you? 

Answer.  Hugh  Tyler,  the  attorney  for  the  traders  and  half-breeds. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  funds  were  you  paid? 

Answer.  In  checks  on  a  New  York  bank,  and  a  small  amount  in 
bank  bills  or  notes. 

Question.  How  much  was  paid  to  you  in  paper  money  ? 

Answer.  Including  the  amount  I  receiveci  as  trustee,  I  received  up- 
"wards  of  two  thousand  dollars  in  paper  money. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  when  you  were  paid? 

Answer.  He  was  not. 

Question.  What  per  centage  was  charged  you  and  those  for  whom 
vou  acted  as  trustee  on  these  claims? 

Answer.  I  paid  "y^een"  per  cent,  discount  on  my  claim.  My  im- 
pression is,  that  I  paid  a  per  centage  on  the  "  half-breed "  money  also. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  a  power  of  attorney  to  Hugh  Tyler  to  draw 
your  money  fcom  Governor  Ramsey  before  you  came  to  Mendota  for 
your  pay? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Where  did  you  sign  such  a  iK)wer  of  attorney  ? 

Answer.  At  Traverse  des  Sioux. 

Question.  Did  you  agree  to  pay  him  Jijleen  per  cent,  by  that  power 
of  attorney? 

Answer.  At  the  time  the  power  of  attorney  was  signed,  there  was 
nothing  said  on  the  subject  of  per  centage,  because  we  had  agreed* 
some  time  previously,  to  pay  ten  per  cent. 

Question.  Did  you  refuse  at  first  to  pay  the  fifteen  per  cent.? 

Answer.  I  hesitated  about  paying,  but  never  refused  to  pay  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  become  satisfied  that  it  was  just  and  rig^ 
to  pay  that  fifteen  per  cent.? 

Answer.  I  answer,  that  I  hesitated  to  pay  the  fifteen  per  cent.,  at 
first.  I  subsequently  became  so  far  satisfied  that  the  amount  was  not 
to  be  applied  for  any  improper  purpose,  as  to  induce  me  to  pay  the 
fifteen  per  cent. 
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Question.  If  you  became  satisfied*  say  how  that  fifteen  per  cent  vas 
to  be  applied,  according  to  your  understanding. 

Answer.  I  have  no  positive  knowledge  of  what  disposition  hasbw 
made  of  that  fifteen  per  cent.,  or  ratlier,  of  the  tchoie  of  it,  which  ^iFi 
enable  me  to  answer  that  question. 

Question.  Then  please  say  what  w.os  done,  or  is  to  be  done,  \ani 
any  part  of  that  fifteen  per  cent. 

Answer.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  part  of  that  fifteen  per  cem 
was  expended  by  certain  agents  of  the  traders  in  iumishing  some  pro- 
visions and  goods  and  other  articles  to  the  Indians  of  the  "i?»per" 
bands,  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  the  influence  of  certain  other 
persons,  who  were  attempting  to  induce  the  Indians  to  repudiate  their 
just  engagements,  under  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty*  as  stated  oo 
what  is  called  the  "  Traders'  Paper." 

Question.  Did  you  see  a  paper  at  Mcndota  containing  a  list  of  the 
names  of  certain  persons  to  whom  some  of  this  fifteen  per  cent  was 
paid,  or  is  to  be  paid? 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  Did  you  know  or  hear  of  any  such  paper  ? 

Answer.  This  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  from  information  which  3'ou  bdUuj  that 
this  per  cent,  was  used  to  employ  persons  to  aid  in  getting  these  traders' 
claims  allowed  and  paid  by  tne  Indians  If 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  that  some  of  it  was  so  applied,  from  the 
fact  that  Hugh  Tyler  was  employed  by  the  traders  and  half-breeds  to 
aid  in  securing  a  portion  of  the  claims ;  and  it  was  also  understood  that 
he  was  to  use  his  influence  to  have  both  the  treaties  ratified. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  from  information  which  you  believe,  that 
this  per  cent,  was  used,  or  to  be  used,  to  pav  other  persons  besides 
HughTylerV 

Answer.  I  believe,  from  information,  that  a  portion  of  that  fifteen 
per  cent,  was  paid  to  one  or  more  individuals,  besides  Hugli  Tyler.  A 
small  portion  of  it  was  paid  to  persons  by  the  consent  of  the  traders, 
but  none  of  these  individuals  were  connected  with  the  government,  so 
far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  one  of  the  traders,  who  was  paid  under 
these  treaties,  offer,  either  by  themselves  or  through  others,  any  money, 
goods,  or  property,  to  the  Indians,  to  induce  them  to  sign  Governor 
Kamsey's  receipt? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  any  trader  offer  a  bribe  to  any  Indian  at 
Traverse  des  Sioux.  But  I  did  hear  traders  and  half-breeds  oae 
urgent  language  to  induce  them  to  sign  the  governor's  receipts.  I  did 
so  myself,  but  not  at  the  request  of  Governor  Ramsey,  or  any  other 
person ;  and  so  fiu*  as  I  am  concerned,  I  never,  upon  any  occasioD, 
offered  a  bribe  of  money,  goods,  horses,  or  any  other  thing,  to  any 
chief  or  Indian  of  the  upper  Sioux.  And  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  any  Indian  received  any  bribe  to  sign  any  paper  at  Traverse  des 
Bioux. 

Qjjestion.  Do  you  consider  the  giving  of  presents,  of  property,  pro- 
visions, or  money  to  the  Indians,  to  induce  them  to  do  or  not  to  oo  a 
1  particular  thing,  a  bribe  ? 
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Answer.  If  it  was  to  make  them  do  a  wrong  act,  I  might  consider  it 
a  bribe ;  but  I  apprehend  the  Indians  would  not  so  consider  it. 

Question.  Was  the  schedule,  attached  to  the  so-called  "  Traders' 
Paper,"  attached  to  it  when  the  Indians  signed  it  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not. 

Question.  When  was  it  attached  l 

Answer.  As  near  as  I  can  remember,  the  schedule  was  attached  the 
night  of  the  same  day  the  treaty  was  signed,  and  the  half-breed  list  the 
next  morning ;  both  were  attached  by  myseli'. 

Question.  Were  the  chiefs  and  headmen  who  signed  the  "  Traders* 
Paper"  present  when  you  attached  that  schedule  ? 

Answer.  They  were  not  all  present  when  I  was  attaching  it.  It 
look  some  time  to  do  so.  But  after  I  finished  the  paper,  a  number  of 
head  chiefs  questioned  me  as  to  the  amounts  allowed  to  the  claimants 
and  also  as  to  the  half-breeds.  They  expressed  satisfaction  as  to  the 
amounts  allowed  to  the  traders  in  the  country,  but  were  dissatisfied 
because  any  amount  at  all  was  allowed  to  traders  living  out  of  the 
country,  wlio,  tlicy  said,  had  abandoned  them  many  years  ago.  To 
the  half-breed  list  they  made  no  objection. 

Question.  Was  H.  H.  Sibley  a  licensed  trader  to  the  npper  Sioux 
Indians  ? 

Answer.  From  my  knowledge  I  do  not  know  that  H.  H.  Sibley  was 
ever  licensed  to  trade  with  the  uyptr  Sioux ;  but  I  know  that  he  had 
traders  under  him  who  had  licences  to  trade  with  them. 

Question.  How  long  since  Mr.  Sibley  traded  with  the  upper  Sioux? 

Answer.  Mr.  Sibley  has,  so  far  as  I  know,  not  traded  up  there  since 
I  have  been  in  that  country,  or  at  "  Lac  qui  Parle."  But  he  was 
interested  in  ^^  outfits*^  sent  to  the  upper  Sioux  Indians. 

Question.  How  did  you,  as  one  of  the  "  traders'  committee"  come 
to  allow  Mr.  Sibley  sixty-six  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
(S66,459)  dollars  wlien  you  had  no  knowledge  of  his  having  been  a 
licensed  trader,  and  how  did  you  make  out  that  amount  as  due  to  him? 

Answer.  We  allowed  Mr.  Sibley  that  amount  "  as  agent,^^  and  in 
the  schedule  attached  to  the  **  Traders'  Paper"  the  word  **  agewC^ 
should  have  been  attached  to  the  name  of  H.  H.  Sibley,  but  it  was 
omitted  ina^lvertently. 

Question.  Had  Mr.  Sibley  his  books  and  accounts  there  before  your 
committee  t 

Answer.  They  were  in  the  tent,  but  th(*  committee  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  had  no  time  to  examine  books.  Of  course,  I  would 
not  swear  that  all  the  books  of  Mr.  Sibley  were  there,  but  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  all  of  his  books  (I  mean  the  books  of  those  for 
virhom  he  was  acting  as  agent)  were  there. 

Question.  Did  you  make  a  yro  rata  deduction  off  from  each  claim, 
or  did  you  make  a  much  larger  one  from  some  than  others,  in  making 
your  apportionment  ? 

Answer.  On  veiy  old  claims  we  deducted  an  amount  coming  down 
to  a  certain  date  of  the  claim ;  we  then  made  an  estimate  of  the  whole 
amount  of  the  claims,  and  found  by  deducting  one-third  from  the  old 
claims,  and  one  fourth  from  the  more  recent  claims,  which  the  Indians 
were  the  most  anxious  to  pay,  that  the  aggregate  amount  would  come 
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to  a  littje  within  the  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars.    Whe:.  \\t 
adopted  the  principle  of  striking  off  from  the  list  of  claimantN  ai 
amounts  (except  as  to  the  two  claims  of  McKinzie  and  Lockwood, i- 
which  the  Indiiuis  had  objected  from  the  beginning,  the  amount  alloweJ 
to  them  being  looked  upon  by  us  as  a  gratuity)  prior  to  a  certain  ihk. 
we  were  under  this  rule  obliged  to  cut  Mr.  Bailley's  claim  dovT.  i- 
what  he  considered  an  unsatisfactory  amount ;   and  after  we  had  c^^d- 
cluded  the  schedule,  Mr.  Bailley  expressed  his  dissatisfaction  vinth  tfe 
amount  awarded  to  him,  upon  which  Mr.  Sible\^  and  Mr.  Dousmau. 
after   some  consultation,  requested   me  to  deduct    from   the  amouni 
allowed  to  H.  H.  Sibley  the  sum  of  $5,000,  and  to  add  it  to  the  amount 
previously  awarded  to  Alexis  Bailley,  and  I  did  so. 

Question.  Which  of  that  committee  was  connected  with  the  Ameri- 
can Fur  Company? 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  I  am  considered  the  person  ? 

Question.  What  persons  constituted  the  American  Fur  Companyii 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question  satisfactorily  t'* 
myself. 

Question.  Was  the  American  Fur  Company  interested  in  your  claim? 

Answer.  1  have  no  reason  to  believe  tliat  the  '*  American  Fwr  Cm- 
pany*^  was  interested  in  my  claim. 

Question.  Was  the  firm  of  Pierre  Choteau  &  Company  interested  in 
your  claim  1 

Answer.  As  a  Jinn  I  cannot  say  that  they  were  interested. 

Question.  Was  j'our  claim  exclusively  in  your  own  right  1 

Answer.  It  was  not. 

Question.  Who  were  interested  in  it  ? 

Answer.  Persons  who  were  interested  in  the  "  Siour  ouf/Us*^  al  Men- 
dota,  for  whom  Henry  H.  Sibley  had  been  agent. 

Question.  Who  were  the  traders  in  the  Sioux  countrj'^  lor  H.  H.  Sii>- 
ley,  as  the  agent  of  the  "  Sioux  outfits,"  before  the  treaties  of  1851? 

Answer.  Not  being  prepared  to  say  when  the  **  Sioux  oufJUs'^  wero 
organized,  I  cannot  state  the  names  of  tlie  traders  employed  by  liw? 
particular  "  outfit." 

Question.  Who  were  the  traders  lor  the  American  Fur  Coinpuiy 
among  the  See-see-toans  and  Wah-pa-toans,  for  which  H.  H.  SHe) 
was  agent,  previous  to  the  treaties  of  1851  i 

Answer.  They  were  F.  Fresnier,  Joseph  R.  Brown,  Joseph  Ren- 
ville, sen.,  Joseph  Laframbois,  L.  Provincelle,  Alexander  Gniham.  N- 
W.  Kittson,  Alexander  Farribault,  and  myself.  Alexander  Graham 
traded  as  a  clerk ;  all  the  rest  on  their  own  account. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  each  person  bought  their  "out- 
fit" from  H.  H.  Sibley,  and  made  no  returns  to  him  of  their  sales  * 

Answer.  They  generally  made  tlieir  returns  in  furs,  and  to  H.  H- 
Sibley,  as  agent  for  the  fur  company.         •  . 

Question.  Did  the  money  which  was  paid  on  these  claims  of  the 
traders  for  the  fur  company  go  to  Henry  H.  Sibley,  or  the  trader^ 
personally,  and  for  their  own  private  use  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  when  any  of  these  traders  were  paid 
their  claims,  and  cannot  state  what  disposition  they  made  of  tneir 
money. 
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Question.  What  persons  do  you  allude  to,  **  who  were  endeavoring 
to  persuade  the  Indians  to  repudiate  their  debts  to  the  traders  ?" 

Answer.  I  have  already  stated  that  I  believed  that  there  were  per- 
sons tampering  with  the  Indians,  and  using  every  effort  to  prevent 
them  from  paying  their  just  engagements,  and  1  say  so  stilL  This  is  my 
answer  ;  I  think  it  unfair  to  call  on  me  for  names. 

Question.  Who  was  the  interpreter  when  the  Indians  signed  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey's  receipt  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  When  it  was  signed  by  four  of  them,  in  my  presence,  the 
interpreter  was  Alexander  Farribault,  or  Joseph  Laframoois.  I  think 
they  were  both  present. 

Re-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel- 
Question.  Was  the  sum  allowed  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  of  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  thousand  dollars,  sufficient  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  in- 
debtedness of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toau  bands  to  their  traders, 
for  debts  contracted  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1851  ? 

Answer.  From  my  acquaintance  with  the  trade  lor  many  years,  and 
from  reliable  information  derived  from  traders  and  other  individuals, 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars 
was  sufficient  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan 
bands,  which  had  been  contracted  prior  to  the  treaty  in  1851. 

Question.  What  sum  did  they  acknowledge  to  be  due  to  the  traders? 

Answer.  They  did  not  acknowledge  their  mdebtedness  in  one  aggre- 
gate amount ;  but  they  frequently  acknowledged  their  indebtedness  to 
diflerent  individual  traders,  which,  in  the  aggregate,  amounted  to  more 
than  two  hundred  and  ten  thousjmd  ($210,000)  dollars.  And  I  fre- 
quently heard  the  chiefs  say  that  they  knew  the  different  bands  must 
be  indebted  to  a  very  large  amount,  which  the  traders  would  have  to 
arrange  among  themselves,  because  they  could  not  comprehend  the 
matter. 

Question.  You  stated  that  you  had  received  drafts  on  banks  for  your 
claim  in  part ;  were  they  at  par  or  a  premium  ? 

Answer.  The  drafts  or  checks,  and  bank  bills  in  which  I  was  paidy 
I  received  as  much  value  for  as  if  the  amount  had  been  paid  in  gold. 
I  understood  that  a  premium  had  been  paid  for  some  of  the  drafts. 

Question.  This  acknowledgment  of  the  Indians,  of  which  you  speak, 
was  it  before  or  after  the  treaty  of  1851  ^ 

Answer.  Some  of  the  chiefs  conversed  with  me  about  it,  long  before 
the  treaty,  and  made  these  acknowledgments.  They  did  so  also  after 
the  treaty  was  signed,  and  upon  subsequent  occasions. 

Question.  Was  this  acknowledgment  ever  made  in  open  council, 
when  all  the  chiefs  were  present  ? 

Answer.  I  have  already  said  that  I  could  not  state  who  all  the  chiefs 
were. 
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Joseph  R.  Brown,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness  on  the  part  oi 

Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  In  Dakota  county,  Minnesota  Territory. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  within  the  limits  of  this  Terri- 
tory ? 

Answer.  About  twenty-eight  years. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  July, 
1861? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians,  during  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty,  make 
any  acknowledgments  of  indebtedness  to  their  traders  to  you,  or  in 
your  presence? 

Answer.  They  did  very  frequently  during  the  pendency  of  the  treaty. 

Question.  How  were  these  acknowledgments  made,  and  by  whom? 

Answer.  It  was  a  general  custom  with  the  Indians  to  meet  in  coun- 
cil with  the  traders,  after  the  commissioners  had  proposed  $25,000  as 
the  annual  annuity  for  the  lands  they  had  purchased.  There  were  two 
or  three  daily  councils  between  the  Indians  and  the  traders,  at  which, 
as  a  general  thing,  the  principal  chiefs  and  soldiers  were  present 
Some  may  have  beeii  absent  from  one  council,  and  some  from  another; 
they  appeared  to  have  as  great  an  anxiety  thcat  the  traders  should  be 
paid  as  upon  any  other  subject  connected  with  the  treaty.  The  traders 
were  frequently  sent  by  the  Indians  to  the  commissioners  to  negotiate 
in  relation  to  the  treaty.  The  last  time  the  traders  went  to  the  com- 
missioners that  I  recollect  of,  the  Indians  proposed  to  sign  the  treaty  if 
they  were  paid  annually  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  four  hundred  tmo- 
sand  dollars,  to  be  distributed  among  the  traders  and  half-breeds.  The 
commissioners  refused  to  entertain  it,  and  proposed  as  their  ultimalum, 
forty  thousand  ($40,000)  dollars  for  their  annual  annuity  money,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  ($250,000)  dollars,  to  be  distributed  among 
the  traders  and  half-breeds,  and  twenty-five  thousand  ($25,000)  dol- 
lars, for  their  removal  and  subsistence.  This,  the  Indians,  alter  con- 
sultation, agreed  to  take. 

Question.  What  amount  of  indebtedness  did  the  Indians  acknow- 
ledge to  their  traders  ? 

Answer.  Three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  How  did  they  arrive  at  that  amount  of  indebtedness? 

Answer.  I  presume  it  was  ^^from  tchat  they  had  learned  from  the  tra- 
ders themselves. 

Question.  Did  the  traders  finally  agree  to  receive  a  less  amount  in 
discharge  of  their  claims  against  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  The  traders  finally  agreed  to  receive  two  hundred  and  ten 
thousand  ($210,000)  dollars.  The  Indians  in  council  directed  the 
traders  to  distribute  that  amount  according  to  the  several  amounts  due 
to  the  traders  who  had  not  left  the  country.  They  reserved  to  them- 
selves the  right  to  name  the  mixed  bloods  that  should  participate  in  the 
forty  thousand  ($40,000)  dollars,  which  was  to  be  reserved  to  thenr 
out  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  ($250,000)  dollars,  which 
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they  (the  Indians)  understood  was  to  be  paid  to  the  traders  and  half- 
breeds. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  signing  of  the  treaty  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  paper  signed  at  the  same  council  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  paper  signed  in  the  same  council  which  dis- 
tributed the  $250,000,  or  wnich  authorized  the  government  officers  to 
pay  that  sum  to  certain  traders  and  half-breeds. 

Question.  Was  that  paper  interpreted  and  explained  to  the  Indians 
before  they  signed  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  the  paper  was  read  to  the  Indians  after 
it  was  written  previous  to  their  signing  it.  I  do  know  that  they  ex- 
j>ected  to  sign  a  paper  of  that  character. 

Question.  See  Senate  document  No.  29,  part  2,  and  say  if  that  is  the 
paper  which  was  signed  by  the  Indians  called  the  "  Traders*  Paper?" 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  substantially  the  wording  of  the  paper  they 
signed. 

Question.  Did  they  subsequently  speak  of  that  paper,  in  the  same 
council? 

Answer.  Some  of  the  chiefs  did. 

Question.  Who  were  the  chiefs  and  what  did  they  say? 

Answer.  I  recollect  the  "  Orphan,"  and  I  think  "  Sleepy  Eyes." 
They  expressed  to  the  commissioners  a  satisfaction  that  their  debts  to 
the  traders  had  been  paid.  They  spoke  of  it  in  open  council,  and  no 
objection  to  it  was  perceptible  among  any  of  the  Indians  present. 

Question.  When  and  by  what  authority  was  this  distnbution  paper 
made  out.     I  mean  the  schedule  to  the  "  Traders'  Paper?" 

Answer.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  they  signed  the  treaty,  and  by 
authority  of  the  Indians,  who  had  directed  the  traders  to  distribute  two 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  ($210,000,)  to  the  traders  in  the 
country. 

Question.  Was  this  direction  given  in  open  council? 

Answer.  It  was  in  a  council  between  the  Indians  and  the  traders. 

Question.  What  chiefs  were  present  at  the  council  which  authorized 
this  to  be  done  ? 

Answer.  I  think  all  their  principal  chiefs,  and  a  good  many  of  their 
headmen.  I  could  not  say  positively.  The  Orphan,  Big  Curly  Head, 
Little  Curly  Head,  the  "  Pretty  Boy,"  and  Bonnet  Sun.  There  was  a 
chief  from  the  five  lodges,  called  "Pretty;"  the  Gun,  and  his  son; 
*'  The  Cloud  that  moves ;"  the  "  Little  Rapids  Chief,"  and  Wa-nok. 

Question.  How  was  that  distribution  made  among  the  traders? 

Answer.  It  was  made  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  traders,  and 
composed  of  Martin  McLeod,  Louis  Roberts,  and  myself,  (  Joseph  R. 
Brown.) 

Question.  Were  the  traders  generally  present? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  all  present  who  had  an  interest  in  that 
fund,  except  Mr.  Bailley. 

Question.  Is  the  distribution  as  made  by  the  committee,  truly  stated 
in  the  schedule  attached  to  the  "  Traders'  Paper." 

Answer.  It  is. 
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Question.  Is  that  distribution,  a  fair  and  equitable  one? 

Answer.  I  thought  it  was  at  the  time,  and  have  had  no  reason  to 
change  my  mind  since. 

Question.  Were  there  any  accounts  or  claims  presented,  that  were 
not  considered  by  the  committee  ? 

Answer.  There  were  none  presented  that  were  not  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  the  committee.  The  committee  in  making  distribution 
were  guided  to  great  extent  by  the  express  wishes  of  the  Indians. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  traders'  claims  that  were  not  pre- 
sented to  the  committee  for  consideration? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  but  I  have  heard  since  of  one  claim. 

Question.  Will  you  now  explain  how  the  committee  proceeded  to  fix 
or  apportion  the  sums  to  the  persons  named  on  the  list  or  schedule? 

Aiiswer.  They,  in  the  first  place,  took  out  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Kenzie,  and  that  of  Mr.  Lockwood.  The  Indians  had  often  refiised  to 
pay  them  anything,  because  they  had  left  the  country.  The  committee 
decided  to  put  down  for  Mr.  McKenzie  $5,500,  and  $500  to  Mr. 
Lockwood,  which  was  looked  upon  by  the  committee  as  a  donation  on 
the  part  of  the  traders  to  these  gentlemen.  They  then  deducted  from 
the  accounts  previous  to  1840,  if  I  mistake  not,  fifty  per  cent.  They 
then  added  the  whole  amount  to  the  claims  as  they  stood  together,  and 
found  that  they  still  overrun  the  amount  that  they  were  authorized  to 
distribute.  They  then  deducted  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent  fi^m 
the  older  claims,  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  from  the  more  recent  claims, 
and  the  addition  then  brought  them  within  some  fourteen  or  fifteeo 
thousand  dollars  of  the  amount  of  the  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
dollars  ($210,000,)  which  was  to  be  distributed. 

One  thousand  of  that  was  set  down  to  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Forbes,  and  the 
other  was  distributed  to,  or  among  the  claimants ;  but  how,  I  do  not 
know.     I  think  I  got  some  of  it  myself. 

Question.  Was  the  final  distribution  b,  pro  rata  one? 

Answer.  It  was,  leaving  out  the  accounts  of  Mr.  McKenzie  and  Jlr. 
Lockwood.  They  were  never  taken  into  the  account  of  the  pro  rata 
distribution. 

Question.  Did  you  present  a  claim,  under  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des 
Sioux,  for  allowance  by  the  committee? 

Answer.  I  did,  for  a  sum  a  few  dollars  over  eight  thousand  dollars. 
That  account  was  sworn  to  by  me,  and  it  was  correct. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  distribution  of  the  half- 
breed  fund? 

Answer.  The  chiefs,  I  think  every  one  "who  was  present  at  the  treaty, 
were  present  at  a  council  on  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  treaty 
was  signed,  and  they  named  their  half-breed  relatives,  who  were  to 
participate  in  the  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  For  what  reason  was  it  that  you  swore  to  the  correctnes? 
of  the  account  of  Mr.  Sibley? 

Answer.  It  was  because  I  had  been  three  years  in  the  employment 
of  Mr.  Sibley,  under  the  ^^Sumx  ouiJUy^  and  kept  the  books  at  "liw 
Traverscj^  and  had  brought  up  and  consolidated  the  accounts  I  found 
at  "Lac  Traverse,"  against  the  Indians^  when  I  went  there. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  and  Indians,  to  your  knowledge,  at  any 
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time  subsequent  to  the  treaty  and  the  distribution  of  the  two  hundred 
and  ten  thousand  dollars,  express  their  satisfaction  at  what  they  had 
done  for  their  traders  and  half-breeds? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect.  The  matter  was  frequently  spoken  of 
between  myself  and  the  Indians,  subsequent  to  the  signing  of  the  treaty, 
and  I  do  not  recollect  of  hearing  any  dissatisfaction  expressed  by  any 
one  of  them,  until  Mr.  Sweetser  brought  a  band  down  to  Fort  Snelling. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  the 
fall  of  1852? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  What  was  Governor  Ramsey's  conduct  towards  the  In- 
dians at  that  time?  was  it  harsh  and  cruel,  or  mild  and  kind? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  saw  any  treatment  on  the  part  of 
Governor  Ramsey  that  was  at  all  unkind. 

Question.  What  was  the  spirit  manifested  by  the  Indians  at  that 
time? 

Answer.  A  very  evil  and  turbulent  spirit.  1  think  that  during  my 
experience  among  the  Indians,  I  have  never  known  so  much  discord 
and  ill-feeling  in  a  camp  of  Sioux  Indians. 

Question.  What  was  the  conduct  of  Mah-zah-shah,  or  "Red  Iron"? 

Answer.  I  cannot  speak  of  the  conduct  of  "Red  Iron"  for  the  first 
fevr  days  after  the  officers  arrived  at  Traverse  des  Sioux. 

Question.  What  produced  this  slate  of  feeling  among  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  It  was  owing  to  different  views  entertained  by  different 
bands  of  Indians  relative  to  the  disbursement  of  the  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  ($275,000)  dollars  of  "  hand  money"  under  the  treaty. 

Question.  Was  there  a  "  soldiers^  lodge*^  erected  at  that  place  ? 

Answer.  The  "  soldiers^  lodge*^  was  taken  down  the  day  after  I  got 
there.     There  had  been  one  erected. 

Question.  What  is  the  object  and  power  of  a  "  soldiers*  lodge  ?" 

Answer.  It  is  the  supreme  power  of  the  encampment  of  Sioux 
Indians.  Its  object  is  to  regulate  and  control  the  movements  and  pol- 
icy of  the  encampment. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  chiefs  collected  at  the  payment  intimi- 
dated and  deterred  from  going  into  council  with  Governor  Ramsey  in 
consequence  of  the  erection  of  that  ^^  soldiers*  lodge  ?" 

Answer.  Some  of  the  chiefs  who  came  down  with  me  complained 
on  the  evening. 

Question.  State  what  the  conduct  of  these  Indians  was  on  that  occa- 
sion? 

Answer.  Red  Iron's  band  of  See-see-toans  did  not  disguise  their  de- 
termination to  prevent  any  intercourse  between  the  upper  Sioux  In- 
dians, or  those  opposed  to  their  policy  and  the  government  officers,  un- 
less it  was  done  under  their  control. 

Question.  Were  any  councils  held  between  the  chiefs  and  the  gov- 
ernment officers  prior  to  the  removal  of  that  "  soldiers'  lodge  ?" 

Answer.  I  arrived  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  immediately  after  a  trouble 
between  the  United  States  troops  and  a  portion  of  Red  Iron's  band. 
The  Indians  were  just  leaving  the  council  house  when  I  arrived.  On 
the  day  following  a  council  was  held  with  the  Indians,  but  I  was  not 
inside  of  the  council  house  at  the  time.   . 
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Question.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  other  chiefs  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux  ? 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  Red  Iron  I  know  of  no  chief  who 
menaced  or  showed  any  insubordination  during  the  payment  at  Tra- 
verse des  Sioux. 

Question.  Cannot  a  few  braves  at  any  time  compel  their  chiefs  to  re- 
cede from  their  most  solemn  engagements  ? 

Answer.  The  soldiers  among  the  Sioux  Indians  control  the  chiefs  in 
all  matters.  The  engagement  of  a  chief  on  behalf  of  a  band  of  Sioux 
Indians  has  no  more  validity  in  a  "  soldiers*  lodse^^  than  that  of  any 
other  Indian  in  the  band,  as  far  as  the  moral  obligation  of  the  band  is 
concerned. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  receipt  executed  to  Grovemor 
Ramsey  on  page  7,  Senate  document  No.  29,  part  2,  was  signed  by  the 
Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  was  present  when^Ztc  of  them  signed  it. 

Question.  Can  you  name  them  If 

Answer.  "Wah-na-ta,"  "No-hope-ton,"  Wam-duti-duta,  A-ke-pa, 
and  Ixtarba-oketi-dan. 

Question.  Did  these  five  Indians  sign  it  voluntarily  ? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.   Was  the  receipt  explained  to  them  before  they  signed  it  ? 

Answer.  The  receipt  was  read  to  them  and  interpreted  either  by 
Mr.  Laframbois  or  Mr.  Farribault ;  I  do  not  recollect  which. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  when  they  signed  it? 

Answer.  He  was.  They  were  assembled  in  Mr.  Kennedy's  store. 
Governor  Ramsey  was  sent  for,  and  it  was  signed  in  bis  presence  after 
being  interpreted  to  the  Indians. 

Question.  How  many  on  that  list  are  chiefs  ? 

Answer.  There  are  seven  who  I  know  to  be  chiefs. 

Question.  How  many  chiefs  were  present  at  the  payment  ? 

Answer.  In  addition  to  these  I  recollect  but  two  others — "  Red  Iron" 
and  "  Running  Walker." 

Question.  Do  jrou  know  of  any  threats,  or  bribes,  or  any  other  im- 

firoper  means  being  resortqd  to  by  Governor  Ramsey  to  induce  thes(* 
ndians  to  sign  that  receipt  1 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Governor  Ramsey  say  in  any  council 
at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  at  which  you  were  present,  that  he  would  not 
pay  their  "annwiVy"  unless  they  signed  that  receipt? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Were  you  present  in  a  council  between  the  commissioners 
and  the  Indians,  when  "Old  Sleepy  Eyes"  asked  to  have  his  son  con- 
sidered as  a  qhief,  he  having  become  an  old  man  ? 

Answer.  I  was ;  and  Colonel  Lea  told  him  that  his  request  should 
be  granted. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  chiefs  belonging  to  the  See- 
see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  do.  I  know  the  chiefs  belonging  to  the 
upper  See-see-toan  Sioux.  They  are  Wah-na-ta,  Wam-in-day-oe- 
cnah,  or  the  Orphan,  No-hope-ton,  O-tak-e-ta,  Wam-a-du-ta-doo-iaht 
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Kee-pa-co-ka-mazza,  Em-bo-ta.  These  are  the  chiefs  of  the  upper 
See-see-toans.  The  lower  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  chiefs  are 
Ink-pa,  O-pee-en-dah,  or  Big  Curly  Head,  Little  Curly  Head,  E-tay- 
noh-kce-an,  or  Limping  Devil,  Wash-ta-dan,  Wah-nok-soon-ta,  or  tae 
Little  Rapids  chief,  E-zang-mo-nce,  Big  Gun,  or  Running  Walker, 
Mah-zah-shah,  or  Red  Iron,  Ish-tah-hum-bah,  or  Sleepy  Eyes,  and 
another  chief  at  the  lower  end  of  the  "  Big  JVoods.^^  These  are  all  the 
chiefs. 

Question.  How  long  has  Wah-ua-ta  been  a  chief  V 

Answer.  Since  the  death  of  his  father.    I  think  since  1838  or  1840. 

Question.  Is  not  one  chief  having  a  band  as  much  recognized  as 
another  ? 

Answer.  He  is  by  his  band,  and  more  so. 

Question.  Why  is  it  that  among  the  upper  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  that 
the  papers  are  executed  at  different  times  in  the  names  of  different 
chiets? 

Answer.  It  is  because  they  have  never  met  the  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment together.  At  the  signing  of  the  treaty  there  was  but  one  chief  of 
the  upper  bands  present.  The  *'  Orphan,"  and  "  Pretty  Boy,"  and 
"Bonnet  Sun." 

Question.  See  the  names  of  the  Indians  on  tlie  paper  ratifying  the 
amendments  of  the  treaty  and  the  power  of  attorney  to  Governor  Ram- 
sey, and  say  if  they  are  the  same,  dated  September  8,  1852  ? 

Answer.  I  have  compared  them,  and  they  are  the  same. 

Question.  How  many  chiefs  are  there  on  the  power  of  attorney  to 
Governor  Ramsey  dated  the  8th  of  September,  1851  ? 

Answer.  There  are  eleven  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  chiefs  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  demand 
of  Governor  Ramsey  to  have  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thou- 
sand ($275,000)  dollars  paid  into  their  own  hands  V 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Had  the  money  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  chiefs 
^would  they  have  settled  their  affairs,  paid  their  just  engagements,  and 
retained  a  sufficient  sum  for  their  subsistence  and  removal  ? 

Answer.  They  would  have  squandered  it  as  fast  as  they  could  with- 
out reference  to  their  debts.  It  is  my  impression  that  a  tew  individu- 
als might  have  gotten  a  small  portion  of  their  debts.  If  it  had  been 
given  to  them  in  bulk  they  would  have  fought  over  it.  If  it  had  been 
given  to  the  different  chiefs  thej'  would  have  thought  that  they  had  little 
enough  for  their  own  use. 

Question.  In  his  intercourse  with  the  Indians  lias  Governor  Ram- 
sey's conduct  been  harsh  or  otherwise  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  observation  has  extended  it  has  not  been 
harsh. 

Question.  How  long  wer(^  th(»  Indians  kept  waiting  at  Traverse  des 
r?ioux  ? 

Answer.  They  were  paid,  1  think,  immediately  aiier  the  rolls  were 
completed. 

Question.  Why  were  some  of  the   halt-breed  Med-a-wa-kan-toans 

{laid  out  of  the  hall-breed  fund  of  the  8ee-see-toiui  and  Wah-pa-toan 
ndians  ? 

16 
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Answer.  Because  they  were  related  to  and  named  by  the  chiefs  of 
the  upper  bands. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  the  Sioux  language  t 

Answer.  T  do. 

Question.  From  your  long  intercourse  with  the  Indians  what  is  your 
opinion  of  Indian  veracity  ;  and  would  it  make  any  difference  whetlier 
they  were  sworn  or  not  ? 

Answer.  It  is  my  impression  that  the  generality  of  the  Indians,  it 
other  influences  weighed  with  them,  would  pay  but  little  regard  to  iht- 
white  man's  oath. 

Question.  Would  you  believe  Indian  evidence  in  any  case  where 
either  their  feelings  or  interests  were  concerned  ? 

Answer.  Not  unless  I  had  some  other  very  good  reason  for  doiog  it  ? 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  difficult  matter  at  all  times  to  collect  debts  froc: 
the  Indians  V 

Answer.  The  Indians  are  generally  very  willing  to  pay  their  debi> 
when  they  have  anything  to  do  it  with.  Many  will  do  so  in  preference 
to  disposing  of  their  peltries  and  furs  to  other  persons.  After  thev 
have  paid  a  debt,  however,  they  almost  invariably  expect  another  credit. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  attend  a  council  at  Governor  Ramsey's 
house  with  "Little  Crow"  and  other  Indians,  in  which  he  (Crow)  de- 
manded the  payment  of  the  money  unto  their  own  hands ;  and  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  refused  and  said  that  he  would  not  release  their  prisoDer> 
at  the  fort  until  the  chiefs  signed  a  receipt  for  the  ninety  thousand  dol- 
lars, (890,000,)  or  any  other  sum  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Where  were  the  treaty  councils  held  at  Mendota. 

Answer.  I  was  not  there  when  they  were  held. 

Question.  Where  aie  government  councils  generally  held  with  tir 
Indians  ? 

Answer.  Large  councils  have  been  generally  held  at  Mendota«  T\y 
agent  has  generally  held  his  councils  at  the  "agency  house'*  at  Fori 
Snelling. 

Question.  Which  is  the  most  convenient  place  ¥ 

Answer.  Mendota  is  more  convenient  for  the  lower  Indians  generally, 
and  the  "agency"  for  the  upper  Indians. 

Question.  Why  is  Mendota  the  more  convenient  place  t 

Answer.  Because  the  room  is  larger  than  the  one  at  the  agency. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  cbiei* 
acknowledge  their  indebtedness  to  their  traders  subsequent  to  tk 
treaty  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did  in  direct  terms,  although  I  heari! 
them  say  that  they  had  made  provision  for  the  payment  of  their  trader^ 

JosBPH  R.  Brown  cross-examined  by  the  government  commissionerN 

Question.  Who  paid  you  your  claim  against  the  Indians  i 
Answer.  I  gave  Hugh  Tyler  a  power  of  attorney  to  draw  it  fmni 
Governor  Ramsey,  which  he  did,  and  paid  it  over  to  me. 
Question.  How  much  did  he  pay  to  you  ? 
Answer.  I  think  about  six  thousand  and  six  hundred  dollars. 
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Question.  In  what  kind  of  funds  did  he  pay  you  ? 

Answer.  They  were  drafts  on  a  New  York  bank,  and  a  portion  of  it 
in  the  paper  money  of  New  York  banks. 

Question.  How  much  was  paid  to  you  in  paper  money  ? 

Answer.  I  think  six  thousand  dollars  in  drafts,  and  six  hundred  dol- 
lars in  paper  money  or  bank  notes. 

Question.  Had  any  one  else  any  interest  in  your  claim  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  in  a  portion  of  it. 

Question.  Who  was  interested  with  you? 

Answer.  My  brother,  Samuel  F.  Brown  ;  no  one  else. 

Question.  Was  your  trade  with  the  Indians  on  your  own  and  your 
brother's  account  alone  ? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  Were  you  interested  in  the  trade  and  business  of  the  fur 
oompany  ? 

Answer.  Only  to  keep  them  from  getting  as  many  furs  as  I  could. 
I  'was  trading  for  myself,  except  one  year  of  my  trade. 

Question.  How  much  per  centage  was  paid  to  Hugh  Tyler  out  of 
your  claim  ? 

Answer.  I  paid  Hugh  Tyler  "  fifteen"  per  cent,  out  of  the  amount  I 
received. 

Question.  What  per  centage  was  charged  the  half-breeds  ? 

Ajiswer.  I  paid  fifteen  per  cent,  for  myself  and  family. 

Question.  What  was  to  be  done  with  this  per  centage  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  indeed.  It  was  paid  to  Mr.  Tyler  for  his 
services,  and  for  him  to  pay  certain  expenses  in  procuring  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty,  and  the  amendments  to  the  treaty. 

Question.  WHat  was  done  with  the  other  part  of*^  this  per  centage  1 

Answer.  It  was  all  paid  to  Hugh  Tyler. 

Question.  Did  Hugh  Tyler  get  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  itV 

Answer.  I  have  answered  that  question. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  from  information  which  vou  beUeve  to  be 
true,  whether  any  part  of  this  per  centage  was  offered,  or  given,  or  has 
been,  or  was  to  be  given  to  any  government  officer,  or  agent  of  the 
government,  or  to  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  and  never  had  reason  to  beH^e  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  this  per  ceritage  was  used  in  pay- 
ing any  one  to  get  the  claims  of  the  traders  allowed  i 

Answer.  It  probably  originated  in  that.  The  object  of  that  money 
vras  to  secure  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  the  ratification  of  the 
amendments  to  the  treaty.  That  far  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  debts  of  the  traders. 

Question.  Was  it  to  be  used  in  any  way  to  secure  the  debts  of 
traders  in  addition  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  In  addition  to  that  I  have  never  made  any  arrangement, 
nor  never  understood  it  was  to  be  applied  to  any  other  use. 

Question.  Was  it  given  to,  or  to  oe  given  to,  any  person  or  persons 
in  this  territory,  for  services  in  procuring  the  traders'  debts  to  be 
allowed  by  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  At  the  time  the  treaty  was  made  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  it 
was  supposed  that  there  would  be  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  getting  it 
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through  the  Senate.  It  was  in  consultation  with  those  interested  in  the 
treaty,  I  mean  the  traders  and  half-breeds,  that  it  was  agreed  thai 
such  expenses  as  should  be  necessary  lor  the  consummatioQ  of  the 
treaty  should  be  borne  pro  rata  by  the  persons  drawing  money  under 
it.  At  the  meeting  Mr.  Sibley  was  directed  to  secure  the  services  of 
Hugh  Tyler  in  procuring  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  My  under- 
standing at  that  time  was,  that  the  participants  under  the  treaty  would 
pay  yro  rata  the  expenditure  that  might  be  made  for  securing  its  con- 
summation. 1  had  every  confidence  tnat  no  useless  expenditure  would 
be  made,  and  from  that  day,  until  I  received  my  money  and  paid  the 
fifteen  per  cent.,  I  never  inquired  in  what  manner  it  was  paid,  to  whom 
it  was  paid,  or  for  what  purpose  it  was  paid. 

Question.  The  per  centage  allowed  to  Hugh  Tyler  seems  to  come 
to  fifty-seven  thousand  ($57,700)  dollars ;  do  you  believe  it  cost  that 
much  for  proper  purposes  ? 

Answer.  I  have  answered  that  question. 

Question.  You  have  said  that  the  Indians  had  frequently,  before  the 
treaty  of  July  23,  1851,  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  acknowledged  them- 
selves largely  indebted  to  the  traders,  and  were  willing  to  pay  as  much 
as  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($300,000)  to  them.  Now,  will  you 
please  say  whether  these  Indians  are  capable  of  ascertaining  or  know- 
ing the  correctness  of  so  large  an  amount  of  indebtedness,  and  whether 
they  were  not  influenced  by  the  traders  to  make  such  acknowledge- 
ments, rather  than  by  any  knowledge  which  they  possessed  themselves 
of  the  justness  of  such  claims  ? 

Answer.  They  had  no  other  data  to  go  upon  except  the  statements 
of  the  traders.  The  traders  had  ascertained  the  amounts  due  from  the 
Indians  from  their  accounts. 

Question.  Did  not  some  one  or  more  of  the  traders*  accounts  extend 
as  far  back  in  dates  as  1821  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  of  the  accounts  extended  back 
in  date  farther  than  the  year  1821. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  Indians  directed  $210,000  of  the  $275,- 
000  to  be  paid  to  the  traders  who  had  not  left  the  country.  Now,  bad 
not  the  American  Fur  Company  been  dissolved  for  some  years  befwe 
that  time,  and  ceased  to  trade  in  the  country ;  and,  if  so,  by  what  rule 
was  the  large  claim  of  that  company  paid  ? 

Answer.  The  Indians,  1  presume,  knew  nothing  of  the  dissolution  ot 
the  American  Fur  Company.  The  same  traders  who  were  trading  for 
the  American  Fur  Company,  with  but  few  exceptions,  they  still  saw 
♦rading  among  them,  with  goods  furnished  from  the  same  persons.  The 
committee,  however,  in  adjusting  the  claims,  ma^e  a  decided  difference 
between  the  old  claims  and  the  new  ones. 

Question.  Did  not  the  Indians  always  object  to  the  pajrment  of  old 
debts  of  long  standing  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  object  to  pay  traders  who  were  still  trading 
with  them  in  the  country,  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  Was  the  instrument  of  writing  which  was  executed  by  the 
Indians  to  the  traders  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1851» 
usually  called  the  Traders'  Paper,  read  and  explained  to  the  Indians 
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on  the  day  they  signed  it ;  and,  if  so,  when,  where,  and  by  whom  was 
it  explained  to  them  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not.  But  I  do  not  behevc  that  there  was  a  chief  or 
principal  man  who  signed  that  paper  who  did  not  know  that  they  were 
signing  a  distribution  of  money  to  the  traders  and  half-breeds.  The 
fact  that  they  spoke  of  it  immediately  afterwards  to  the  commissioner 
satisfied  me  on  that  point. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  all  the  Indians  who  signed  that 
paper  so  expressed  themselves  to  the  commissioners  in  your  hearing  ? 

Answer.  Two  chiefs  did  so,  and  no  objection  was  made  by  any  In- 
dian present. 

Question.  Was  this  Traders'  Paper,  written  as  it  now  is,  explained 
to  the  Indians  at  any  time  in  open  council  before  they  signed  it  r 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  the  schedule  of  traders'  names  and 
half-breeds,  this  paper,  as  written,  was  explained  to  the  chiefs  and  prin- 
cipal men  at  Ta-ka-ra  lodge  not  more  ttian  half  an  hour  before  the 
Indians  were  called  to  council  to  sign  the  treaty.  It  was  in  the  same 
lodge  and  in  the  same  council  when  they  assented  to  the  ultimatum  of 
the  commissioners. 

Question.  Please  state,  as  near  as  you  can  recollect,  what  Indian 
chiefs  were  present  when  it  was  thus  explained  to  them. 

Answer.  The  same  chiefs  whom  I  mentioned  in  my  direct  testimony 
this  morning  as  having  attended  that  council.  Their  names  are :  Wam- 
in-day-ne-chah,  or  the  Orphan ;  Bonnets  Sun ;  Pretty  Boy ;  Ink-pa ; 
Wah-nok-soon-tah,  or  the  Little  Rapids  chief;  Ish-tah-hum-bah,  or 
Sleepy  Eyes ;  O-pee-en-dah,  or  Big  Curly  Head ;  Little  Curly  Head ; 
E-zang-mo-nee ;  liig  Gun,  or  Running  Walker,  and  his  son  ;  Wash-ta- 
dan,  and  others. 

Question.  Was  the  schedule  attached  to  the  Traders'  Paper  at  the 
time  the  Indians  signed  it,  with  the  several  amounts  to  be  paid  to  each 
trader;  and  was  that  schedule  also  explained  to  them  in  open  council? 

Answer.  It  \va3  not  attached  to  it.  The  Indians  themselves  met  in 
council  immediately  after  the  treaty  was  signed,  and  named  the  mixed 
bloods  who  w^ere  to  participate  in  the  distribution  of  the  forty  thousand 
(»40,000)  doUars. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  this  schedule, 
direct  Gov.  Ramsey  to  pay  the  money  in  all  respects  according  to  the 
arrangement  as  thereui  stated  and  set  forth  V 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  their  having  done  so  in  any  open  council 
before  the  payment  was  made  under  it,  except  when  they  signed  the 
receipt  to  Gov.  Ramsey  for  the  money.  The  whole  amount  that  they 
vrere  to  pay  to  the  traders,  of  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars 
(S210,0(K),)  was  explained  at  the  council  at  which  the  Traders'  Paper 
was  explained  to  them,  and  they  then  understood  that  the  traders  were 
to  make  such  a  distribution  among  themselves  of  the  two  hundred  and 
ten  thousand  dollars  (8210,000)  as  would  be  satisfactory  among  them- 
selves. 

Question*  When  and  by  whom  was  this  schedule  made  out,  and  by 
whom  was  it  attached  to  the  Traders'  Paper  ? 

Answer.  It  w^as  made  out  the  same  evening  vVvaX.  vW,  \x^?lVj  vi^a 
signed.     The  schedule  for  the  traders  was  made  o\i\.  \yj  \\\e  coixflxs^Xfifc^ 
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(Martin  McLeod  doing  the  writing,)  and  by  Mr.  Sibley  for  the  haM 
breeds.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  attached  to  the  Traders'  Pape 
that  evening  or  not. 

Question.  Where  was  Red  Iron's  band  of  Indians  residing  at  d 

time  of  the  difficulty  you  have  spoken  of  relative  to  the  distributioD  < 

payment  of  the  two  hundred  ana  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  (1275 

000)  under  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  of  July  23,  1851  ? 

Answer.  They  were  encamped  at  Traverse  des  Sioux. 

Question.  As  Red  Iron  and  his  band  were  the  residents  or  occupu 

of  that  country  and  place  where  the  business  was  to  be  transacted 

reference  to  the  distribution  of  said  money,  had  they  not  a  right,  i 

cording  to  a  custom  of  the  Sioux  Indians,  to  establish  a  soldiers'  lod| 

i  ai)d  thereby  to  control  the  actions  of  the  other  bands  who  may  ha 

been  assembled  there? 

Answer.  The  authority  of  a  soldiers'  lodge  only  extends  to  tb 
own  bands. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  Red  Iron  and  his  band  in  esti 
lishing  a  "  soldiers'  lodge  ?" 
Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Were  you  employed  or  requested  by  Governor  Rama 
to  assemble  the  chiefs  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  or  tm 
bands  of  Sioux  Indians,  for  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  oft 
treaty  monej'^? 

Answer.  I  was  so  employed  by  Governor  Ramsey. 
i       •   ■  Question.  What  chiefs  did  you  notify  to  attend   at   Traverse^ 

j  Sioux*  *  * 

'  Answer.  I  sent  a  runner  to  "  Big  Curley  Head."     I  proceeded 

:  myself  to  "Lac  qui  Parie,"  to  notify  the  Indians   there;  and  fire 

I   I  thence  to  the  "  Big  Stone  Lake,"  and  notified  the  Indians  there.    T 

!  .  snow  had  then  fallen  to  the  depth  of  fourteen  inches,  and  I  return 

/  I  back,  knowing  that  it  was  useless  to  proceed  further. 

I  -*   '  Question.  Were  the  "  Orphan,"  •'  Big  Curly  Head,"  Sleepy  Eves 

*      j  "Running  Walker,"  the  "Little  Rapids  chief,"    "Red  Iron,""^  a 

■  I       I  '*  Limping  Devil,"  notified  to  attend? 

j  Answer.  Limping  Devil  was  notified  by  Mr.  Lsiframbois;  the  "C 

I  phan"  was  on  the  Cheyenne,  and  not  notified ;  Big  Curley  Head  vs 

!  out  in  the  "  Big  woods,"  and  did  not  get  in  until  late  in  the  wnte 

"  Sleepy  Eyes"  was  out  lowju-ds  the  "  Spirit  Lake,"  and  out  of  n 
route  entirely ;  Running  Walker  was  there  ;  he  was  notified  bv  m 
the  "Little  Rapids  chiet"  wai5  there;  I  did  not  notify  him  ;  and  R 
Iron  lived  there. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  these  last  named  chiefe  had  in 
body  protested  to  Governor  Ramsey  against  this  *'  Traders'  Paperf 
Answer.  I  know  that  Running  Walker  had.  I  know  that  Linipii 
Devil  had  also  ;  and  when  I  saw  him  I  told  him  to  hurry  if  he  wish 
to  participate  in  the  payment.  I  know  that  Big  Curly  Head  and  tl 
Orphan  were  in  favor  of  the  "  Traders'  Paper."  '*  Sleepy  Eyes" 
know  nothing  about.  The  "  Little  Rapids  chieP'  was  not  opposed 
the  "  Traders'  Paper." 

Question.  Was  not  your  last  year's  trade  with  the  uj^per  Sioux  li 
^ans  in  connexion  with  the  "  American  Fur  Company*'  so  caUed  1 
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Answer.  No  connexion  whatever. 

Question.  Was  not  Mr.  Kennedy,  at  whose  store  the  receipts  to 
Governor  Ramsey  for  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
(S250,000)  was  signed,  an  employee  of  the  **  American  Fur  Company?" 

Answer.  I  believe  that  he  was. 

Question.  What  chiefs  were  present  besides  those  who  you  saw  sign 
the  receipt  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  I  saw  any  present  except  those  who 
signed  it. 

Question.  Were  Laframbols  and  Farribault  traders  connected  with 
the  "  Fur  Company,"  or  in  their  emplojrment  ? 

Answer.  They  were  not  in  their  employment,  as  I  believe.  They 
'Were  trading' on  their  own  account,  but  bought  their  goods  from  the 
«•  Sioux  ouifli:^ 

Questioil,  In  what  kind  of  money  was  your  account  for  $688  25 
paid,  for  Which  you  gave  Governor  Ramsey  a  receipt  dated  December 
31,1852? 

Answer.  It  was  paid  in  paper  money,  and  I  think  at  my  request. 

Joseph  R.  Brown  re-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Irom  information  which  you  believe  to  be 
true,  that  many  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  chiefs  were  so 
intimidated  by  the  menacing  conduct  of  "  Red  Iron"  and  his  •^soldiers* 
lodge,"  at  the  time  of  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  that  they 
"Were  kept  from  going  into  council  with  Governor  Ramsey,  and  acting 
generally  as  they  desired  to  act? 

Answer.  I  believed  so  at  the  time,  and  believe  so  yet.  My  belief 
i9iras  founded  not  on  what  I  saw,  but  what  I  heard  from  the  Indians 
themselves. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  in  any  council  hear  Governor  Ramsey  refuse 
(where  you  were  interpreter  or  present)  to  release  the  prisoners  at  Fort 
Snelling,  or  to  paj*"  the  "  annuities"  to  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands, 
unless  the  chiefs  signed  the  receipt  for  the  ninety  thousand  dollars 
(990,000)  or  any  other  paper  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Was  not  the  "  American  Fur  Company"dissolved  several 
years  ago? 

Answer.  As  far  as  I  understand  the  changes  which  took  place  be- 
tv^een  the  business  of  the  "  American  Fur  Company"  and  Pierre  Cho- 
teau,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  there  was  not  a  perceptible  cnange  in  the  business 
transactions  of  this  company. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  single  chief  except  "Red  Iron"  and 
**  Running  Walker,"  who  was  opposed  to  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  and 
to  the  payment  of  their  debts  V 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  any  chief  express  an  ob- 
jection to  paying  their  debts. 

Question.  What  was  the  value  of  the  drafts  and  notes  which  you 
received  in  payment  of  your  claim? 

Answer.  They  were  worth  the  face  of  them.  I  should  have  pre- 
ferred them.     They  suited  me  better  than  any  other  currency. 
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Question.  Were  the  claims  allowed  to  aiiy  otlier  persons  on  thru 
traders'  schedule  the  same  as  those  allowed  to  Mr.  Sibley  ? 

Answer.  They  were  not. 

Question.  Was  "  Red  Iron"  present  and  participating  in  the  distri- 
bution of  the  half-breed  fund  at  Traverse  des  Sioux? 

Answer.  He  was  in  the  council  or  on  the  ground,  and  I  think  named 
two  of  the  half-breeds  to  participate  in  the  half-breed  fund. 

Question  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  You  say  when  an  Indian  pays  a  debt  that  he  almost  inva- 
riably expects  another  credit.     What  ao  you  mean  by  that  statement  t 

Answer.  When  an  Indian  pays  his  debt  to  a  trader,  he  thinks,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  he  is  entitled  to  another  credit ;  and  would  be  ven* 
much  offended  if  he  did  not  receive  it.  It  is  for  this  reason  we  find  the 
large  balances  on  the  books  of  the  traders. 

Question  by  government  commissioners. 

Question.  You  have  been  asked  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel  tor 
what  reason  was  it  you  swore  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Sibley.  Now  will 
you  please  state  whether  you  made  oath  to  the  correctness  of  that 
account  for  the  whole  amount  of  $144,984  40,  without  any  discrimina- 
tion or  qiflilification  whatever  in  your  affidavit? 

Answer.  It  was  the  item  of  balances  due  at  the  *'  Big  Stone  Laker 
"  Lac  Traverse,"  &c.,  amounting  to  ^0,084  40,  that  I  swore  to  the 
correctness  of. 


William  Henry  Forbes,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness  on  the 

part  of  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occupation  1 

Answer.  I  reside  at  St.  Paul,  and  my  occupation  is  that  of  a  mer- 
chant. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  among  the  Sioux  Indians  t 

Answer.  The  better  part  of  sixteen  years. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  the  Sioux  language  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Have  you  been,  and  are  you  now,  the  Sioux  interpreter? 

Answer.  I  have  been,  and  am  now,  the  interpreter  for  the  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs  in  the  Minnesota  Territory. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  iii 
July,  1851  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  debt  or  "  Traders'  Paper" 
was  signed  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  by  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  the  "  treaty"  and  "  Traders'  Paper"  signed  in  the 
^ame  council,  and  about  the  same  time,  by  the  Indians  t 
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Answer.  They  were  in  the  same  council. 

Question.  Did  tlie  Indians  understand  that  they  were  signing  a  paper 
for  their  traders  and  half-breeds  ? 

Answer.  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  did. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  before,  or  after,  or  at  the  time,  acknow- 
ledge that  tliey  were  indebted  to  the  traders,  and  desire  to  make,  or 
had  made,  provision  for  the  traders  and  half-breeds? 

Answer.  I  was  asked  to  be  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  chiefs  the 
night  alter  the  treaty  was  signed  on  the  '*  prairie,"  where  they  had 
assembled  to  name  the  recipients  of  the  forty  thousand  ($40,000)  dol- 
lars for  the  hali-breeds,  when  an  Indian,  a  headman,  taking  me  by  the 
arm,  stepped  forward,  and  had  the  names  of  my  wife  and  two  children 
ontered  on  the  list  as  recipients.  I  also  in  the  council,  and  after  the 
treaty  was  signed,  heard  remarks  made  by  old  "  Sleepy  Eyes,"  wherein 
he  referred  to  having  now  paid  off  their  debts.  There  was  another 
Indian  who  spoke  on  the  same  subject,  but  I  do  not  recollect  exactly 
what  it  was  he  said.  I  never  heard  in  my  talk  with  the  Indians  before 
the  treaty  any  objection  to  paying  their  debts. 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  chiefs  acknowledge  after  the  treaty  that 
they  had  made  provision  for  their  debts  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  any  one  in  particular. 

Question.  Was  the  payment  of  their  debts  a  subject  of  general  con- 
irersation  before,  after,  and  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  Such  is  my  impression  now  that  it  was. 

Question.  What  was  said  to  you  on  that  subject  by  the  "  Little  Ra- 
pids chief?" 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  had  any  conversation  with  him 
on  that  subject.  But  I  was  present  when  a  conversation  took  place  on 
that  subject,  and  I  am  under  the  impression  that  it  was  perfectly  satis- 
factory, but  I  am  not  certain. 

Question.  What  was  done  at  the  Indian  council  where  they  met  to 
distribute  the  "  half-breed  money,"  and  what  chiefs  were  present  on 
that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  "  Limping  Devil,"  "  Running  Walker,"  and  young  "Sleepy 
Eyes."  I  recollect  these  chiefs  distinctly ;  and  I  think  "  Red  Iron" 
vrB3  there,  and  quite  a  number  of  headmen  of  the  different  bands.  They 
y^ere  having  a  list  of  such  of  their  relatives  made  out  as  were  to  re- 
ceive a  part  of  the  forty  thousand  dollars,  (S40.000.) 

Question.  Was  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  ($40,000)  dollars,  and  the 
manner  of  distributing  it,  named  in  that  council? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect ;  but  they  were  having  the  names  put 
down  on  a  paper  by  a  white  man. 

Question.  Did  they  seem  to  be  aware  that  some  provision  had  to  be 
made  for  their  "  halt-breeds?" 

Answer.  I  think  so,  from  the  fact  that  they  were  naming  the  per- 
sons intended  by  them  to  receive  it. 

Question.  Are  you  related  by  marriage  to  the  Wah-pa-toan  Sioux 
Indians? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Had  the  money  been  paid  under  the  treaty  into  the  hands 
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of  the  chieis  ;  would  they  have  settled  their  just  engagements,  and  re- 
tained a  sufficient  sum  for  their  removal  and  subsistence  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea  that  they  would. 

Question.  How  would  they  most  likely  have  disposed  of  it ;  and 
what  would  have  been  the  result  of  paying  so  large  an  amount  of 
money  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  It  would  have  created  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  among 
them.  The  younff  men  of  the  bands  would  have  felt  that  the  chiefs 
and  headmen  had  got  the  "  lion's  share."  They  would  have  squan- 
dered a  large  portion  of  it  in  buying  horses  and  liquor ;  and  while  in- 
toxicated, there  is  no  knowing  what  would  have  been  the  result ;  even 
bloodshed. 

Question.  From  vour  long  intercourse  with  the  Sioux  Indians,  what 
is  your  opinion  of  their  veracity  ? 

Answer.  When  their  interests  are  at  stake,  I  should  not  trust  them, 
from  the  fact  that  they  are  generally  devoid  of  moral  principle  ? 

Question.  Would  you  beheve  them  on  oath  where  they  had  either 
interest  or  feeling,  or  where  they  conceived  themselves  to  be  interested? 

Answer.  I  would  not,  with  a  few  exceptions. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  treaty  at  Mendota  in  1851 1 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  a  "  council  "  about  the  time  of  the 
treaty,  when  they  acknowledged  themselves  to  be  indebted  to  their 
traders  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  they  fix  upon  any  amount  as  the  sum  which  they 
wished  to  be  paid  to  their  traders  ? 

Answer.  I  was  present  the  night  after  the  treaty  was  signed,  when 
all  the  chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands  were  present,  and  when 
each  chief  would  name  a  certain  amount  to  be  paid  to  his  particular 
trader,  and  the  amounts  named  by  them  came  to  more  money  than 
they  had  to  dispose  of. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  near  the  amount  arrived  at  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  amounted  to  about  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
dollars. 

Question.  Did  they  generally  acknowledge  an  indebtedness,  and  ex- 
press a  desire  to  provide  for  its  payment  ? 

Answer.  They  did.     They  held  two  councils  on  that  subject. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  any  of  the  chiefs  signed  a  receipt 
to  Governor  Ramsey  for  ninety  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Was  that  receipt  fully  explained  to  them,  and  did  they 
understand  it? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  Did  you  interpret  it  to  them,  and  were  they  satisfied  with 
its  contents  ? 

Answer.  I  was  one  that  interpreted,  and  they  were  satisfied. 

Question.  Did  they  sign  it  voluntarily  after  it  was  interpreted  and 
explained  to  them  ? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  (Jovemor  Ramsey  in  any  council,  when 
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you  were  interpreter  or  where  you  were  present,  either  at  Mendota,  St. 
Paul,  Fort  Snelling,  or  the  "  agency,"  or  at  any  other  place,  tell  the 
chiefs  that  he  would  not  release  the  prisoners  confined  in  the  fort  unless 
they  signed  a  receipt  for  ninety-thousand  dollars,  or  for  any  other  sum, 
or  unless  they  paid  their  debts  to  their  traders  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  never  heard  Governor  Ramsey  say  so ;  nor  did  I 
ever  interpret  anything  of  the  kind  to  the  Indians. 

Question.  Do  you  Know  of  any  act  of  harshness,  intimidation,  or 
force,  on  the  part  of  Governor  Ramsey,  to  induce  the  Med-a-wa-kan- 
toan  chiefs  to  sign  the  receipt  to  him  for  ninety  thousand  dollars 
($90,000?) 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  conduct. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  ever  through  you,  as  interpreter, 
or  in  your  presence,  or  to  your  knowledge,  make  any  promise,  or  oflfer 
of  any  brioe,  to  the  Med-wa-kan-toan  chiefs,  or  either  or  any  of  them, 
to  induce  them  to  sign  the  receipt  for  ninety  thousand  dollars,  or  to 
consent  to  the  payment  of  that  money,  or  any  other  sum,  to  their 
traders? 

Answer.  Never  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  At  any  councils  at  the  "agency"  at  which  you  were  the 
interpreter,  or  where  you  were  present,  were  the  chiefs  unanimous  in 
making  a  demand  for  their  money,  or  were  they  divided  in  "  opinion?" 

Answer.  I  was  present  at  two  councils,  one  at  Mendota  and  one 
at  the  interpreter's  house,  (the  agency,)  where  they  demanded  the 
money.  At  the  agency  they  were  not  unanimous ;  at  the  other  council 
there  was  but  one  who  spoke,  and  he  demanded  the  money. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey,  at  the  agency,  where  you  say  the 
chiefs  were  not  unanimous,  make  any  suggestions  to  them ;  and  if  so, 
-what  were  they  ? 

Answer.  He  su^ested  that,  out  of  the  one  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
sand ($110,000)  doffars,  they  ought  to  pay  seventy  thousand  (870,000) 
dollars  to  their  **  traders,"  twenty  thousand  ($20,000)  dollars  to  their 
**  half-breeds,"  and  that  he  would  reserve  twenty  thousand  ($20,000) 
dollars  for  their  "  removal  and  subsistence." 

Question.  In  any  council  where  you  were  interpreter,  or  where  you 
'Were  present,  did  the  chiefs  ever  demand  of  Governor  Ramsey  that  he 
shoula  appoint  arbitrators,  or  any  person  or  persons  as  referees,  to  whom 
should  be  submitted  the  accounts  of  their  traders  for  investigation  and 
allowance  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  In  his  intercourse  with  the  Indians  has  Governor  Ramsey's 
course  towards  them  been  harsh  and  cruel,  or  has  it  been  kind  ? 

Answer.  He  has  been  remarkably  kind  to  the  Indians,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  and  I  have  been  his  interpreter. 

Question.  Why  were  the  "councils"  removed  from  the  "agency" 
to  Mendota,  dufing  the  payment? 

Answer.  I  know  that  some  of  the  Indians  wished  them  to  be  held  at 
Mendota,  as  it  was  a  more  roomy  place  than  at  the  **  agency. " 

Question.  On  which  side  of  the  Minnesota  river  does  the  most  of 
the  Indians  reside  ? 
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Answer.  Five  out  of  the  seven  bands,  reside  on  the  Mendota  side  of 
the  river. 

Question.  Were  the  Indians  kept  drunk  during  the  payment  at  any 
of  the  councils,  or  at  any  other  time,  by  any  person  or  persons  inter- 
ested, or  by  their  order  or  connivance  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  See  Senate  document  29,  part  2,  page  7,  and  say  if  you 
witnessed  the  signature  of  the  last  name  on  that  receipt  to  Governor 
Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  I  did  at  St.  Paul.  I  was  not  at  the  payment  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux.  I  explained  it  to  him  before  he  signea  iu  He  has  a  band 
living  with  him.  Whether  he  is  a  chief  or  not,  I  cannot  tell  you.  He 
claims  to  be  the  head  of  the  band. 

Note. — The  receipt  here  alluded  to,  is  the  receipt  given  to  (Sovemor 
Ramsey,  by  the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  Indians,  for  $250,000, 
dated  November  29,  1852. 

Question.  See  Senate  document  29,  part  2,  pages  17  and  18,  and 
say  which  of  those  chiefs  did  you  see  sign  that  paper? 

Answer.  I  saw  Tah-o-ah-ta-doo-ta,  or  Little  Crow ;  Tah-chan-koo- 
wash-ta,  or  Good  Road ;  Shak-o-pee,  or  Little  Six ;  and  We-chonk-pee, 
or  the  Star,  sign  it. 

NoTB. — The  receipt  here  mentioned,  is  the  one  given  to  Governor 
Ramsey  by  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  Indians,  for  $90,000,  dated  at  Men- 
dota, November  9,  1852. 

William  Henry  Forbes,  cross-examined  by  the  government  com- 
missioners. 

Question.  Was  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  which  was  signed  at  Tra- 
verse des  Sioux,  explained  to  the  Indians  in  •*  open  ceuncil "  the  day 
they  signed  it,  or  on  the  day  they  signed  the  treaty? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  it  explained  on  that  day. 

Question.  When  the  Indians  acknowledged  to  owe  the  traders  one 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars  ($140,000,)  did  they  know  that  the 
sums  mentioned  were  correct  as  due  from  them,  or  had  they  been  told 
these  amounts  by  their  traders? 

Answer.  I  am  of  opinion  that  each  trader  told  the  Indians  how  much 
each  ought  to  have ;  out  I  heard  the  Indians  namine;  certain  amounts, 
and  the  amounts  thus  named  came  to  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  dollars  ($140,000.) 

Question.  Did  they  sign  any  paper  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  They  did  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  What  amount  did  you  receive  ? 

Answer.  I  received  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  of  the  half-breed 
money,  and  one  thousand  dollars  that  the  traders  gave  to  me. 

Question.  Was  any  per  centage  paid  by  you  on  your  half-breed  part 
of  the  money  ? 

Answer.  I  paid  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  half-breed  money,  and 
**  fifteen "  per  cent,  on  the  one  thousand  dollars  given  to  me  by  the 
traders. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  money  were  you  paid  ? 
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Answer.  In  paper  money,  on  a  New  York  bank. 

Question.  Who  paid  it  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Hugh  Tyler. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  traders  and  half-breeds  were 
paid  by  Hugh  Tyler? 

Answer.  I  was  present  and  saw  some  of  them  paid. 

Question.  How  much  do  you  think  you  saw  paid  to  the  traders  and 
half-breeds  ? 

Answer.  I  really  cannot  tell. 

Question.  Did  you  see  as  much  as  half  paid  out? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did. 

Question.  What  kind  of  funds  were  paid  to  them? 

Answer.  Mostly  on  drafts  on  the  Merchant's  bank  of  New  York,  and 
some  paper  money  on  the  same  bank,  or  a  good  deal  of  it ;  and  some 
vras  on  the  Manhattan  bank.  I  mean  that  the  bank  notes  or  bills, 
i^v^ere  on  those  banks. 

Question.  Did  you  furnish  government  supplies  for  the  Indians,  for 
'which  you  were  paid  in  paper  money? 

Answer.  I  cannot  recollect  distinctly. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  trader  offered  money  or  goods 
of  any  kind  to  the  Indians,  or  property,  to  induce  them  to  pay  their 
traders'  debts  after  the  treaty,  and  before  the  payment? 

Answer.  The  Indians  never  denied  their  indebtedness  to  the  traders ; 
but  a  great  deal  may  have  been  said  to  the  Indians  by  the  traders  to 
counteract  the  influence  which  was  brought  to  bear  against  them  with 
the  Indians,  by  persons  who  were  opposed  to  their  paying  their  debts. 
At  the  time  I  spoke  of  their  having  acknowledged  their  indebtedness  to 
the  traders,  nothing  had  been  offered  them,  to  my  knowledge,  to  induce 
them  to  acknowledge  their  indebtedness. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  trader  offering  any  Indian  chief  or 
headman  any  money,  goods,  or  property  of  any  kind,  to  induce  them 
to  let  Governor  Ramsey  pay  the  money  to  the  traders? 

Answer.  I  decline  to  anncer  anything  the  traders  done  xcith  the  Indians* 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  goods,  money,  or  other  property, 
beinff  offered  to  the  Indians,  to  induce  them  to  sign  Governor  Ramsey's 
receipts? 

Answer.  I  decline  answering,  upon  the  ground  I  did  the  other  question. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands,  in  full 
*'open  council,"  ever  direct  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  the  traders  sev- 
enty thousand  dollars  ($70,000)? 

Answer.  At  one  council,  there  was  a  chief  who  spoke  in  favor  of 
Governor  Ramsey's  pajring  their  debts,  and  also  two  principal  soldiers 
of  two  other  bands  spoke  to  the  same  effect ;  but  all  tne  chiefs  did  not. 

Question.  Did  a  majority  of  them  so  speak? 

Answer.  There  were  but  three  chiefs  who  spoke  in  that  council,  and 
two  of  them  spoke  against  it. 

Question.  What  chiefs  directed  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  the  money 
into  their  own  hands? 

Answer.  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Mock- pee- we-chas-tah,  or  the  "Cloud 
Man." 
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Question.  Did  the  majority  of  the  chiefs  ever  direct  this  money,  iii 
open  council,  to  be  paid  by  Governor  Ramsey  to  the  traders? 

Answer.  Not  a  majority,  in  any  council  where  I  was  present,  to  my 
knowledge. 

Question.  What  was  Governor  Ramsey's  reply  to  Wa-ba-shaw, 
when  he  directed  the  money  to  be  paid  "  into  their  own  hands"? 

Answer.  He  suggested  to  Wa-ba-shaw,  that  they  ought  to  be  willing 
to  pay  their  debts,  and  suggested  the  sum  of  seventy  thousand  ($70,000) 
dollars,  out  of  the  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  ($1109000)  dollars, 
as  the  proper  amount  they  ought  to  pay  to  their  traders;  and  twenty 
thousand  ($20,000)  dollars  to  their  "hal^breed"  relatives;  and  that  he 
would  retain  twenty  thousand  ($20,000)  dollars  for  their  removal  and 
subsistence. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  part  of  this  per  centage,  which  was 
charged  the  traders  and  half-breeds,  beinff  paid  to  persons,  to  aid  the 
traders  to  get  their  debts,  or  of  being  agreed  to  be  paid  to  such  persons, 
besides  Hugh  Tyler? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Was  this  per  centage  paid  exclusively  to  Hugh  Tyler? 

Answer.  My  fifteen  per  cent*  was  paid  to  Hugh  Tyler  nimself. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Hugh  Tyler's  paying  anyone  else  a  pan 
of  this  per  centage? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  you  good  reason  to  know  whether  Hugh  Tyler  has 
this  per  centage  on  deposite  in  any  bank  in  any  of  the  States  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  At  what  place  was  this  "  hand  money"  and  half-breed 
money  mostly  paid  out  to  the  traders  and  half-breeds  ? 

Answer.  At  Mr.  Sibley's  office  and  house  in  Mendota.  I  mean  the 
whole  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  trade  for  the  "  fiir  company"  among  the 
Indians  ? 

Answer.  Not  on  my  own  account ;  but  I  have  traded  as  agent  or 
clerk  for  the  company  in  the  Indian  country.  I  have  also  traded  as  a 
partner  in  my  ''  out-nt"  in  St.  Paul,  with  Indians  and  whites,  which  i$ 
called  the  St.  Paul  "  out-fit." 

Re-examined  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  At  the  time  the  four  chiefs  signed  the  receipt  to  Governor 
Ramsey,  for  the  ninety  thousand  ($90,000)  doUars,  what  did  they  say 
to  him,  and  what  did  he  say  to  them  in  reply  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  told  them  that  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wab- 
coo-ta  hsui  signed  the  voucher  for  seventy  thousand  dollars,  ($70,000,) 
to  be  paid  to  their  traders,  and  twenty  thousand  ($20,000)  dollars,  to 
be  divided  among  the  seven  chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toans,  finr  the 
chiefs  to  distribute  among  their  half-breeds,  and  asked  them  if  tbey 
were  willing  to  si^  the  same  also,  and  they  assented  and  signed  it. 
They  spoke  of  bemg  glad  that  the  matter  was  settled. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  most  of  this  money  being  paid  out  in 
drafts ;  what  was  the  value  ef  these  drafts  ? 
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Answer.  They  were  at  par. 

Question.  You  say  you  saw  Hugh  Tyler  pay  out  about  half  the 
amount  to  the  traders  and  half-breedG  ;  how  do  j'ou  fix  that  amount  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  to  a  certainty.  It  was  only  a  guess  of  my 
own.     It  might  have  been  that  much,  or  it  might  have  been  more. 

Question.  I  want  to  know  who  the  soldiers  were,  and  what  bands 
they  represented,  who  spoke  in  favor  of  Governor  Ramsey's  paying 
the  money  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  "  Medicine  Bottle,"  of  "  Little  Crow's"  band,  and  Little 
Six's  brother  of  Little  Six's  band. 

Question.  Did  these  soldier's  represent  their  bands  V 

Answer.  I  think  they  did  of  a  great  majority  of  their  bands.  I  think 
that  "  Little  Crow"  and  "  Little  Six"  were  present.  "  Little  Crow" 
I  know  was  present.     They  did  not  object  to  what  was  said. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  traders  ofiering  any  chief  or  head- 
man any  money,  goods,  or  other  property,  to  induce  them  to  sign 
receipts,  or  to  permit  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  the  money  to  tne 
traders,  either  by  his  order  or  with  his  approbation  i 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question  by  government  commissioners. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Governor  Ramsey  was  informed, 
or  had  heard,  that  monej^  goods,  or  property  had  been  offered  to  induce 
the  Indians  to  sign  his  receipt  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 


Franklin  Steele,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness  on  the  part  of 
Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  1851  ? 

Answer.  I  was  during  the  negotiation,  but  I  was  not  at  the  signing 
of  the  treaty. 

Question.  Did  you  attend  any  of  the  councils  while  there  between 
the  traders  and  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  the  small  councils,  but  none  of  the  general  councils. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  these  councils  ? 

Answer.  It  was  in  order  to  determine  the  amount  of  the  indebtedness 
of  the  Indians  to  the  traders. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  in  any  of  these  councils  acknowledge  their 
indebtedness  to  their  traders? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  What  amount  of  indebtedness  did  they  acknowledge  ¥ 

Answer.  That  was  not  determined  in  any  council  which  I  attended — 
not  the  exact  amount. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  at  any  time  acknowledge  the  amount,  or 
about  the  amount  of  it  ? 

Answer.  They  did.     I  learned  so. 

Question.  Dia  you  ever  hear  any  of  the  chiefs  and  headmen  express 
a  wish  or  desire  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  their  debts  ? 
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Answer.  1  did  trequently. 

Question.  In  what  way  did  they  vdah  to  provide  for  the  paymeoitf 
their  debts  1 

Answer.  By  asking  a  sufficient  sum  from  the  commissioners  fiHrtbeo 
payment. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  the  chiefs  and  headmen  eipres 
their  satisfaction  at  having  made  provision  for  the  payment  of  tha 
debts  1 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  tliem  say  how  they  had  provide 
for  the  payment  of  their  debts. 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  In  what  manner  did  they  say  they  had  provided  for  it? 

Answer.  In  the  sale  of  their  country  to  their  "great  father.'* 

Question.  Did  you  present  a  claim  against  the  upper  Indians,  and  i 
how  much  1 

Answer.  I  did,  for  near  five  thousiuid  dollars,  (85,000.) 

Question.  Was  j'our  claim  correct  and  sworn  to,  and  oo  you  still  a 
scrt  its  correctness  ? 

Answer.  It  was  correct  and  sworn  to,  and  I  still  assert  it  to  be  oo 
rect. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  claims  presented  by  the  traders  exclikk 
from  distribution  ? 

Answer.  No  claims  of  Ucensed  traders,  that  I  had  any  knowledge  i 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  claims  of  traders,  prior  to  the  irea 
in  date,  that  were  not  presented  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  tlie  distribution,  as  made  at  Traversed 
Sioux,  fair  and  qquitable  1 

Answer.  When  governed  by  the  rule  adopted  in  regard  to  the  di 
of  claims,  I  considered  it  was. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioa: 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  What  was  the  spirit  and  feeling  manifested  by  the  India 
at  the  time  (Jovernor  Ramsey  arrived  there  t 

Answer.  By  a  portion  of  them  that  of  kindness,  and  by  another  pc 
tion  that  of  hostility. 

QuesUon.  What  portion  of  them  were  disposed  to  be  friendly? 

Answer.  A  majority  of  them  were  friendly. 

Question.  Who  were  disposed  to  be  hostile  ? 

Answer.  "  Red  Iron"  and  his  soldiers. 

Question.  What  was  the  conduct  of  **  Red  Iron"  auid  his  soldiers. 

Answer.  His  conduct  was  hostile  and  belligerent.     In  liis  speech 
the  governor,  and  in  his  refusal  to  come  when  sent  for,  it  appeared 
be  his  intention  to  thwart  the  governor  in  carrying  out  the  purpose  i 
his  mission,  and  to  intimidate  other  Indians  from  holding  councils  wii 
him. 

Question.  Had  ho  erected  a  **  soldiers'  lodge?" 

Answer.  He  had. 

Question.  For  whut  purpose  was  that  "  lodge"  erected  y 
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Answer.  To  govern  and  control  the  action  of  all  the  Indians  belonging 
to  that  encampment. 

Question.  Were  the  other  Indians  intimidated  by  the  conduct  of 
••  Red  Iron"  and  his  band  from  going  into  council  with  Governor  Ram- 
sey, and  generally  restrained  from  acting  as  they  desired  in  regard  to 
the  payment  ? 

Answer.  Many  of  them  stated  tliat  tliey  would  have  went  to  see  the 
governor  and  had  a  talk  with  him,  (chiefs  and  Indians,)  but  that  they 
feared  the  band  of  soldiers  under  "  Red  Iron."  They  were  generally 
vestrained  during  the  existence  of  the  *'  soldiers'  lodge." 

Question.  Did  j-ou  hear  any  of  the  chiefs  in  council  with  Governor 
Ramsey  demand  the  payment  of  the  "  hand  money'^  into  their  own 
bands  ;  and  if  so,  state  in  what  manner  the  demand  was  made  ? 

Answer.  Red  Iron  demanded  it,  and  in  a  very  positive  manner. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Governor  Ramsey's  sending  word  for  the 
chiefs  to  come  into  council,  and  what  word  they  sent  back  to  him¥ 

Answer.  T  know  that  Governor  Ramsey  sent  messengers  frequently, 
but  do  not  know  what  reply  they  brought  to  the  governor. 

Question.  Do  you  know  for  what  purpose  he  sent  for  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  For  tne  purpose  of  making  out  "  rolls"  preparatory  to  the 
payment,  and  for  having  a  general  talk  with  them. 

Question.  Did  they  come  when  Governor  Ramsey  sent  for  them  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  first,  but  they  did  afterwards. 

Question.  Why  did  they  not  come  in  the  first  instance  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  assigned  the  fear  of  the  "soldiers'  lodge"  as 
the  cause,  and  others  wished  to  have  a  council  among  themselves  first. 

Question.  When  and  for  what  reason  was  the  cliief  "  Red  Iron"  ar- 
rested? 

Answer.  For  his  refusal  to  come  when  sent  for,  and  for  his  interfer- 
ence with  the  other  Indians. 

Question.  Say  what  his  conduct  was,  after  Governor  Ramsey  bad 
published  an  order  among  them  that  no  chief  should  come  before  him 
vrith  more  than  four  or  five  of  his  soldiers,  by  attempting  to  break 
through  the  white  soldiers  with  his  band  ? 

Answer.  He  came  at  the  head  of  his  band  or  '*  soldiers'  lodge"  of 
men,  and  attempted  to  pass  through  the  line  of  sentinels  stationed  there 
by  Captain  Monroe.  He  approached  in  a  very  determined  manner, 
and  when  repulsed  by  Captain  Monroe,  he  returned  apparently  much 
excited.  I  allude  to  him  and  his  band  firing  ofi' their  guns,  and  making 
a  noise  as  they  returned  to  their  "  soldiers'  lodge."  •  I  do  not  mean  that 
they  fired  at  the  white  soldiers,  but  merely  firing  off*  their  guns. 

Question.  Was  the  "  soldiers'  lodge"  afterwards  broken  up  1 

Answer.  It  was,  by  the  positive  order  of  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Were  there  any  general  councils  held  between  the  chiefs 
and  Governor  Ramsey  before  that  ♦'  soldiers'  lodge"  was  destroyed  and 
**  Red  Iron"  arrested  ? 

Answer.  No  general  council. 

Question.  What  produced  this  hostility  on  the  part  of  "Red  Iron," 
and  his  hiterfering  with  the  Indians  so  as  to  j)revent  the  holding  of  coun- 
cils with  the  government  officers  i 

17 
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Answer.  His  opposition  lo  the  manner  or  mode  of  payment  intendd 
to  be  made  by  the  governor,  and  his  wish  to  have  the  money. 

Question.  What  was  the  desire  of  a  majority  of  the  chiefs  present  in 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  their  ^^hand  monexP^  should  be  paid? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  a  majority  of  the  chiefs  express  their  opinion 
on  that  subject. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  of  the  chiefs  express  a  wilUngness  to 
pay  their  debts  to  the  traders  prior  to  the  payment  i 

Answer.  I  did.  A  chief  named  "  Otak-e-ta,"  "  Wah-na-ta," 
"Limping  Devil,"  and  "Young  Sleepy  Eyes,"  were  the  only  chiefs  I 
beard  express  a  willingness  that  the  pay^ment  should  be  made  as  it  wa< 
made. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  any  of  the  chiefs  signed  the 
receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
($250,000)  dollars  1 

Answer.  I  was  present  when  one  of  the  chiefs  signed,  and  only  one, 
it  was  "  O-tak-e-ta." 

Question.  Was  the  receipt  explained  to  him  before  he  signed  it 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  Did  he  sign  it  voluntarily,  without  any  bribe,  or  any  other 
improper  act,  on  the  part  of  Governor  Ramsey  i 

Answer.  The  chief  O-tak-e-ta,  when  he  came  in,  staled  that  he  came 
for  that  purpose.  I  heard  no  threats,  nor  inducements  of  any  kind  to 
procure  nis  signature  to  the  receipt. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  opposition  to  the  payment  of  this  money 
in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  paid,  prior  to  its  oeing  paid;  and  if  so, 
by  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  "Red  Iron,"  and  one  other  of  his  band. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Ramsey  present  when  the  receipt  wa.* 
signed  by  "  O-tak-e-ta  ?" 

Answer.  He  was. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Governor  Ramsey  in  any  council 
where  you  were  present,  refuse  to  pay  the  "  annuities,"  until  the  chiefe 
signed  the  receipts  for  the  "  hand  money  ?" 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  of  ever  hearing  him  say  so. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  chiefs,  either  at  Mendota,  or  ai 
Traverse  des  Sioux,  request  Governor  Ramsey  to  appoint  any  person 
or  persons  to  examine  into  the  correctness  of  the  accounts  of  the  traders? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Why  were  the  Indians  kept  waiting  at  Traverse  des  Sioux 
for  the  payment  of  their  "annuities?" 

Answer.  From  the  fact  that  the  "  rolls"  on  which  they  were  paid 
were  incomplete. 

Question.  Why  were  the  "rolls"  not  made  out  sooner? 

Answer.  The  Indians  had  not  brought  in  the  returns  of  the  number 
of  each  band  and  family. 

Question.  What  prevented  them  from  doing  so?  ■ 

Answer.  In  the  first  place,  the  fear  of  the  "soIdiersModge;"  and 
after  that  was  abolished,  I  know  not. 

Question.  Were  they  paid  as  soon  as  the  "  rolls"  were  complet«l  ? 

Answer.  I  |;>elieve  they  were. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  of  anj'  act  of  oppression,  cruelty,  force,  or 
menace,  used  by  Governor  Ramsey,  to  induce  the  chiefs,  or  either  of 
them,  either  at  Mendota,  or  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  to  sign  the  receipts 
or  vouchers  for  the  "  hand  money,"  due  under  the  treaties  of  July  23d, 
and  August  5,  1851  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  conduct  of  Governor  Ramsey  towards 
the  Indians  generally ;  has  it  been  harsh  and  oppressive,  or  kind  and 
indulgent  ? 

Answer.  I  beUeve  that  it  was  generally  kind. 

Question.  What  constitutes  a  chieftainship  among  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  A  civil  cliief  is  an  individual  selected  by  a  majority  of  the 
band  to  transact  business  with  the  government.  In  some  instances 
such  chiefs  *are  made  by  the  Indian  agent  or  by  the  government,  without 
reference  to  the  band. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  of  tlie  councils  between  the  In- 
dians and  the  traders  about  the  time  of  die  treaty  at  Mendota  in  1851  ? 

Answer.  At  one  council. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  that  council  1 

Answer.  To  determine  the  amount  that  the  Indians  should  allow  to 
each  individual  trader. 

Question.  Did  they  so  determine  ? 

Answer.  They  disagreed  in  regard  to  the  amount  due  to  all. 

Question.  Did  they  acknowledge  any  amount  of  indebtedness  to  the 
traders  at  that  council  ? 

Answer.  They  did  in  reference  to  some  but  not  to  all.  They  ac- 
knowledged their  indebtedness  to  all,  but  did  not  fix  the  amount  due  to 
each  individual.     I  was  not  at  the  first  council  nor  at  the  last. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  in  that  council,  or  anywhere  else,  ex- 
press a  desire  to  pay  their  traders  ? 

Answer.  They  did  repeatedly. 

Question.  How  did  they  expect  to  pay  them? 

Answer.  From  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  their  lands  by  the  treaty. 

Question.  Was  any  amount  ever  agreed  upon  between  the  Indians 
and  the  traders,  that  should  be  received  in  full  acquittance  of  their  debts, 
to  your  knowledge  1 

Answer.  The  sum  of  seventy  thousand  dollars  ($70,000)  was  agreed 
upon  by  the  Indians. 

Question.  Did  you,  at  any  time  subsec^uent  to  the  treaty,  hear  an^  of 
the  chiefs  or  headmen  express  their  satisfaction  at  having  thus  provided 
for  the  payment  of  their  debts  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you,  subsequent  to  the  treaty,  hear  any  of  the  chiefs 
or  headmen  say  liow  they  had  provided  for  the  payment  of  their  debts  ? 

Answer.  I  have.  They  saia, "  We  have  sold  our  lands  and  paid  our 
debts  and  are  now  poor."     This  was  afler  the  payment. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  payment  at  Mendota  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  was  about  the  fort  and  agency  at  the  time. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  cliiefs  of  the  Med-»'^NFa-kaD-  ♦ 
toan  bands  ever  consented  to  the  payment  of  the  seventy  thouaand  dol-« 
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lars  to  their  traders,  and  so  directed  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  it  to 
them? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  Will  you  state  whether  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-la  did 
not  frequently  request  you  to  send  for  Governor  Ramsey  to  come  and 
see  them ;  and,  it  so,  for  what  purpose  i 

Answer.  They  did  twice  jisk  me  to  send  for  him,  saying  that  they 
had  consented  that  the  payment  should  be  made  as  it  finally  was  made. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  come  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  Did  he  meet  the  chiefs  when  he  came  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  What  was  said  by  Governor  Ramsey  to  the  chiefs,  and 
what  by  the  chiefs  to  him  1 

Answer.  He  said  that  he  had  sent  for,  and  wished  to  know  what 
they  wanted  with  him  or  to  say  to  him.  Wah-coo-ta  said  that  he  was 
sick,  and  that  his  children  were  sick,  and  that  he  wished  the  payment 
to  take  place  so  that  he  could  return  home.  He  then  asked  the  gov- 
ernor to  pay  him  their  proportion  of  the  half-breed  money  and  their 
proportion  of  the  removal  fund,  to  be  divided  among  the  chiefs  equally 
m  cash  ;  and  when  that  was  done  they  wished  him  to  pay  them  their 
annuity  money,  and  to  give  them  some  provisions  to  go  home.  The 
governor  stated  in  reply  that  he  would  pay  them  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars for  their  half-breed  relations,  but  could  not  pay  them  the  twenty 
thousand  dollars  which  was  set  aside  for  removal  and  subsistence.  He 
asked  them  if  they  were  prepared  to  sign  the  receipt  for  the  seventy 
thousand  dollars  ($70,000.)  The  Indians  said  that  tney  would  like  to 
consult  with  each  other  before  they  did  so.  They  then  left  with  their 
headmen,  who  were  with  them  at  the  time,  and  in  about  ao  hour  they 
sent  for  the  governor  again,  and  said  that  they  were  willing  to  sign  the 
receipt  for  the  seventy  thousand  dollars,  ^$70,000,)  and  wished  him  to 
pay  the  traders,  and  said  that  they  would  pay  the  hatf-breeds  them- 
selves. The  receipt  for  seventy  thousand  dollars  was  then  drawn  up 
and  signed.  The  receipt  was  explained  to  the  Indians  in  the  presence 
of  three  or  four  interpreters.  The  governor  then  requested  them  to 
meet  him  with  the  other  chiefs  at  Mendota.  They  refused  to  do  so* 
assigning  as  a  reason  that  they  had  not  been  invited  to  any  of  the  feasts 
of  the  other  five  bands.  After  signing  the  receipts  they  requested  that 
the  payment  might  be  made  as  early  as  possible. 

Question.  See  Senate  document  29,  page  18,  part  2,  and  say  how 
many  chiefs  you  saw  sign  that  receipt  for  ninety  thousand  dollars 
($90,000). 

Answer.  I  saw  six  of  the  chiefs  sign  it 

Question.  Where  did  you  see  them  sign  it  ? 

Answer.  Two  of  them  in  my  own  house  and  four  at  Mendota. 

Question.  State  whether  it  was  explained  and  interpreted  to  them 
before  it  was  signed. 

Answer.  It  was  fully  explained  to  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  force,  coercion,  bribe,  or  any  im- 
proper thing  being  done  by  Gov.  Ramsey,  or  by  any  one  at  hi*  instance 
or  in  his  presence,  to  induce  these  Indians  to  sign  that  receipt? 
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Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  not  the  chiefs  who  signed  it  at  Mendota  express  great 
satisfaction  at  the  resuU,  and  in  what  manner  ? 

Answer.  They  expressed  their  satisfaction,  and  stated  that  Wah- 
coo-ta  and  Wa-ba-shaw  wished  to  have  the  credit  of  having  first  signed 
it,  and  that  this  was  the  reason  why  they  had  not  come  over  there  to 
sign  it. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  any  part  of  this  twenty  thousand 
dollars  was  paid  to  the  chiefs ;  and,  if  so,  to  whom  ? 

Answer.  I  was  present  when  the  portions  of  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah- 
coo-ta  were  paid  to  them.  It  was  paid  over  to  the  two  chiefs,  each  bis 
share,  in  two  bags,  by  Grovernor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Was  it  paid  to  them,  and  did  they  receive  it? 

Answer.  It  was  paid  to  them.  They  were  sitting  together  at  the 
end  of  the  table,  and  the  governor  told  them  there  was  their  money. 
I  think  it  was  a  little  short  of  three  thousand  dollars  to  each. 

Question.  Did  you,  before  they  touched  it,  step  forward  and  take  up 
one  of  the  bags  and  carry  it  away  ? 

Answer.  No;  Wa-ba-shaw  picked  his  bag  up  and  held  it  in  his 
hand,  and  then  set  both  bags  down  together  on  one  side  of  the  table 
and  moved  back  a  lew  feet  from  the  table.  They  received  it  and  re- 
ceipted for  it,  the  receipt  being  explained  bj'  four  or  five  persons  who 
spoke  the  Sioux  language. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  say  "  There  is  your  money,  and 
you  Ccon  count  it  if  you  have  a  mind  to  do  so"  ? 

Answer.  He  requested  them  to  count  it. 

Question.  When  it  was  put  down  on  the  table  did  they  both  take  it 
up  and  move  it  a  short  distance  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not.     Wa-ba-sliaw  did,  but  Wah-coo-ta  did  not. 

Question.  Had  these  two  chiefs  given  an  order  to  any  person  for 
their  money  before  they  received  it? 

Answer.  They  had. 

Question.  To  whom  was  that  order  given  t  ... 

Answer.  It  was  given  to  Jack  Frazer. 

Question.  Was  that  order  presented  to  Governor  Ramsey  1 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  say  when  it  was  presented 
to  him  y 

Answer.  He  said  he  could  not  pay  it ;  tliat  he  must  pay  the  money 
into  the  hands  of  the  chiefs. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Governor  R^imsey,  "  in  council"  with 
these  chiefs,  or  wth  any  or  either  of  them,  in  or  out  of  council,  tell 
them  that  unless  tliey  signed  tliese  receipts,  or  the  receipts  for  the 
**  hand-money,"  that  he  would  not  pay  them  theur  "  annuities"  or  re- 
lease their  prisoners  at  the  fort,  or  use  either  expression  1 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  How  long  was  tlie  payment  of  their  "  annuities"  delayed 
after  Governor  Ramsey  returned  with  the  money  to  St.  Paul  ? 

Answer.  About  a  week  or  ten  days,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect* 

Question.  Had  the  whole  of  this  money  beeu  ip^idiSxiXia  \\\^  \\^w^^  cJl 
the  ladianSf  under  either  the  upper  or  the  loioer  tiesXj'i  ^ovl3L<^.S5De^\ia»^ 
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settled  their  affairs,  paid  their  just  engagements,  and  retained  a  suffi- 
cient amount  for  their  subsistence  and  removal? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  What  would  they  have  done  with  it,  if  it  had  been  paid 
directly  to  the  Indians  ?  and  what  would  have  been  the  consequence  of 
paying  so  large  an  amount  of  money  into  their  own  hands  ? 

Answer.  The  lower  bands  would  have  squandered  a  large  part  of  it, 
and  the  balance  they  would  have  expended  in  buying  horses  and 
trinkets.  The  upper  bands  would  (a  portion  of  them)  have  disposed  of 
theirs  in  the  same  way,  and  the  balance,  I  think,  would  have  given  it 
to  Mr.  Sweetser. 

Question.  From  your  long  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  what  is  your 
opinion  of  their  veracity  ? 

Answer.  My  opinion  is,  that,  under  certain  circumstances,  they 
would  all  deviate  from  the  truth. 

Question.  Would  you  believe  an  Indian  on  his  oath,  where  he  had 
an  interest,  or  conceived  himself  interested,  or  in  which  his  feelings 
were  enlisted? 

Answer.  Under  the  fear  of  punishment,  or  where  a  reward  was  ei- 
pected,  I  would  not  believe  him. 

Question.  Did  you  present  an  account  against  the  Med-a-wa-kan- 
toan  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  For  what  amount  ? 

Answer.  It  was  for  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Was  it  correct,  and  sworn  to,  and  do  you  still  assert  its 
correctness. 

Answer.  It  was  coirect,  and  sworn  to,  and  I  still  assert  its  correct- 
ness. 

Question.  Did  you  confederate,  in  any  way,  with  Governor  RamsfV, 
to  absorb  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  Sioux  money,  and  to  induce 
him  to  pay  it  out  to  favorites,  to  the  exclusion  of  meritorious  creditors, 
or  to  induce  him  to  pay  it  out  in  the  manner  in  which  he  did? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Which  is  the  most  convenient  place  for  holding  councils— 
at  Mendota,  or  at  the  Fort  Snelling  "agency"? 

Answer.  I  should  think  at  Mendota,  as  the  Indians  live  on  that  side 
mostly. 

Question.  State  whether,  at  the  time  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta 
signed  the  receipt,  they  attempted  to  sum  up  their  indebtedness  to  the 
traders,  and  what  the  result  was. 

Answer.  They  made  a  sum  to  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  (SlOO,- 
000)  dollars,  and  then  gave  it  up  and  could  not  agree.  They  then 
concluded  to  pay  the  seventy  thousand  (870,000)  dollars.  This  sum 
.was  made  up  by  items  given  in  by  different  Indians.  There  wen' 
fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the  principal  men  of  eacli  band  present- 
Question.  Was  there  a  large  number  of  Indians  present,  when  the 
other  four  signed  the  receipt? 

Answer.  The  room  was  full ;  the  number  I  cannot  recollect. 
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Franklin  Steele,  cross-examined  by  the  government  commissioners. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs  in  open  council,  at  Mendota,  or 
the  "agency"  at  Fort  Snelling,  direct  Governor  Ramsey  how  they 
wanted  the  money,  due  to  the  Indians  under  the  fourth  article  of  ihe 
treaty  of  August  5,  1851,  paid?  and  if  so,  how  did  they  wish  it  paid? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  any  directions  on  the  subject. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  chiefs,  in  open  council,  direct  Governor 
Ramsey  to  pay  the  traders  seventy  thousand  ($70,000)  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  Wah-coo-ta  and  Wa-ba-shaw  direct  him  to  pay 
seventy  thousand  dollars  to  the  traders. 

Question.  Was  this  in  the  day  time,  or  at  night,  you  heard  them? 

Answer.  In  the  evening. 

Question.  What  time  in  the  evening? 

Answer.  It  was  after  9  o'clock,  p.  m.,when  they  gave  that  direction. 

Question.  Where  was  this  direction  given  ? 

Answer.  At  ray  own  house,  neai*  Fort  Snelling. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  trader  having  offered,  or  given,  any 
money,  goods,  or  property,  to  any  chief  or  chiefs,  or  headmen,  or 
promising  any  one  or  all  of  them  such  things,  to  get  them  to  sign  any 
paper  for  Governor  Ramsey,  or  to  the  traders — which  paper  was  to  oe 
used  by  Governor  Ramsey,  or  by  the  traders,  to  draw  money  from  the 
government,  under  the  treaty? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whetlier  Wah-coo-ta  and  Wa-ba-shaw,  or 
one  of  them,  did  not,  in  your  presence,  demand  from  Governor  Ramsey 
all  the  money  due  to  the  Indians,  under  the  treaty,  to  be  paid  to  the 
chieis  themselves,  and  into  their  own  hands? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Why  was  this  twenty  thousand  ($20,000)  dollars  given  to 
the  chiefs? — and  did  not  Wa-ba-shaw  expressly  demand  that  sum, 
before  he  would  sign  the  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  the  ninety 
thousand  (890,000)  dollars  ? 

Answer.  The  twenty  thousand  ($20,000)  dollars  was  given  to  the 
chiefs  at  their  own  request ;  but  at  the  same  time,  or  before,  they  re- 

^uested  the  governor  to  pay  them  the  forty  thousand  (840,000)  dollars, 
lut  he  did  not  make  it  a  condition  upon  which  they  were  to  sign  the 
receipt. 

Question.  Had  that  demand  been  made  before  they  signed  the 
receipt? 

Answer.  It  liad. 

Question.  When  you  say  that  the  Indians  agreed  U^  pay  the  seventy 
thousand  (870,000)  dollars,  do  you  allude  to  the  fact  that  they  signed 
the  receipt  to  Governor  Itamsey  as  evidence  that  they  had  agreed  to 
pay  it? 

Answer.  No;  1  allude  to  the  chiefs,  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta, 
and  the  principal  men  of  their  bands. 

Question.  What  evidence  have  you  that  a  majority  of  the  chiefs 
agreed  to  pay  it,  but  by  their  signing  that  receipt? 

Answer.  By  their  sayijig  that  they  wished  to  do  so. 

Question.  What  chiefs  did  you  hear  say  so  ? 
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Answer.  Wa-ba-sha w  and  Tah-chan-koo-wash-tah,  or  "Good  Road." 

Question.  Was  this  in  open  council,  and  in  the  presence  of  Governor 
Ramsey? 

Answer.  Wa-ba-shaw  said  it  in  the  presence  of  Wah-coo-ta  and 
their  headmen,  and  Governor  Ramsey  was  present. 

Question.  Was  a  majority  of  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Btven 
Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands  present? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  in  **  open  council,"  where  a  msgority 
of  the  chiefs  and  headmen  were  present,  the  chiefs  direct  Governor 
Ramsey  to  pay  the  traders  seventy  thousand  dollars  ($70,000?) 

Answer.  I  heard  in  "  open  council,"  when  a  majority  of  the  chiefe 
and  headmen  w^ere  present,  the  Indians  consent,  or  say,  that  they  came 
to  sign  the  receipts  for  the  "  traders  money."  This  was  one  of  the 
chiefs  who  said  so. 

Question.  Was  this  council,  when  they  signed  the  receipt? 

Answer.  It  was  at  the  time  they  signed  the  receipt. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  chiefs,  when  a  majority  of  the  uten 
Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands  were  present,  at  any  time  before  they  signed 
the  receipt  as  spoken  of  by  you,  direct  Gk)vernor  Ramsey  to  pay  to 
the  traders  seventy  thousand  dollars  ($70,000?) 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Had  not  a  majority  of  the  chiefe  steadily  refused  to  allow 
Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  that  money  to  the  traders,  up  to  the  council 
with  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-noo-ta,  at  your  house,  near  Fort  Snellingt 

Answer.  Some  of  them  did ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  a  majority  of 
them  did  so  refuse. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  Governor  Ramsey  in  holding 
councils  with  the  Indians,  at  the  time  he  was  interrupted  by  the  coo- 
duct  of  "  Red  Iron,"  and  his  "  soldiers'  lodge,"  at  Traverse  des  Sioux; 
was  it  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  necessary  vouchers  or  receipts 
from  the  chiefs  and  headmen,  to  justify  him  in  paying  the  treaty  moDej 
directly  to  the  traders  and  half-breeds,  or  their  agents ;  or  to  aid  agent 
McLean  in  making  out  the  " annuity  rolls?" 

Answer.  I  understood  at  the  time  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  aid- 
ing Major  McLean  in  getting  data  for  making  out  the  "  annuity  rc^;'* 
what  other  object  he  had  or  business,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  it  the  duty  of  agent  McLean,  or  of  Governor  Ram- 
sey, to  make  out  the  "rolls,"  and  to  pay  the  "  annuity  money"  to  the 
Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  from  conversations  with  Governor  Ramsey* 
or  from  what  you  have  heard  him  say  in  your  presence,  why  he  did 
not  deliver  this  "  annuity  money  "  to  agent  McLean  at  the  first  conve- 
nient opportunity ;  and  whether  it  was  not  withheld  by  him  from  agent 
McLean,  until  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  these  bands  had  either  signed, 
or  agreed  to  sign  his  vouchers  or  receipts,  for  the  payment  of  the 
money  to  the  traders  and  half-breeds? 

Answer.  I  was  not  aware  that  the  "  annuity  money  "  was  not  under 
Major  McLean's  control,  from  the  time  it  arrived  there. 

Question.  Had  ^'  Red  Iron"  and  his  band  the  right,  according  to  cos- 
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torn  among  die  Sioux  Indians,  to  establish  a  "  soldiers'  lodge,"  to  regu- 
late the  action  or  conduct  of  their  own  band,  in  regard  to  this  payment? 

Answer.  I  have  never  know  a  "soldiers'  lodge"  to  exist,  where  the 
Indians  weie  assembled  to  transact  business  with  the  government. 

Question.  Did  not  "Red  Iron"  imd  his  soldiers  openly  avow  their 
object  to  be  to  j)revent  their  treaty  money  from  being  pnid  to  the 
traders  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  was  his  object,  but  I  never  heard  him 
say  so. 

Question.  From  Governor  Ramsey's  conduct,  or  from  what  you 
have  heard  him  say,  had  he  not  promised  to  pay  this  treaty  money  to 
the  traders,  or  to  their  agent,  Hugh  Tyler,  before  he  went  to  Washing- 
ton city  for  the  money  t 

Answer.  I  have  had  no  conversation  with  Governor  Ramsey  on  that 
subject ;  neither  did  I  hear  him  say  anything  on  that  subject. 

Question.  From  what  you  have  heard  Governor  Ramsey  say,  or 
from  his  conduct  in  reference  to  the  payment,  would  he  have  paid  this 
money  otherwise  than  to  the  traders  or  their  agents.  Did  he  not  co- 
operate with  the  tr.'iders,  or  their  agents,  in  bringing  about  a  result 
favorable  to  the  traders  in  regard  to  the  payment — and  was  this  result 
accompUshed  without  more  or  less  difficulty  with  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  Governor  Ramsey  say  anything  on  that  sub- 
ject. I  believe  it  was  his  wish  that  it  should  be  paid  as  it  was.  I  do 
not  know  that  Governor  Ramsey  had  any  difficulty ;  but  I  do  know 
that  the  traders  had  difficulty  in  producing  that  result. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  convoke  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of 
the  upper  bands  in  **  open  council,"  and  request  them  to  direct  him 
how  they  wanted  the  money  paid,  as  provided  by  tlie  stipulations  of 
the  treat}',  fr(.»ely  and  voluntarily,  and  without  interference  on  the  part 
of  the  traders,  alter  his  return  from  Washington  with  the  money? 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  at  any  council  where  the  governor  di- 
rected the  Indians  to  direct  him  how  the  money  should  be  paid. 

Question.  Are  not  the  Indians  always  unwilling  to  pay  old  debts  of 
long  sUmding  ? 

Answer.  They  are,  generally,  wlien  the  parties  to  whom  they  are 
indebted  have  left  the  country,  or  have  ceased  to  trade  among  them. 

Question.  Have  the  Indians  generally  the  means  of  knowing  the 
amounts  due  from  them  to  the  traders  from  year  to  year  for  a  number 
of  years  back,  or  where  large  amounts  jure  involved,  except  from  the 
statements  and  representations  of  the  traders  themselves  ? 

Answer.  Keeping  no  records,  they  havt*  no  means  of  knowing  accu- 
rately. 

Question.  Did  not  some  of  the  accounts  of  the  "  American  Fur 
Company,"  which  were  included  in  the  amount  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Sibley, 
as  agent,  for  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  ($144,000) 
dollars,  extend  as  far  back  as  thirty  years  ago  or  more  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  ;  but  what  proportion  of  that  account,  I 
cannot  say ;  whether  these  accounts  were  represented  by  Mr.  Sibley 
or  Mr.  Dousman  I  cannot  say,  as  both  of  them  represented  the  "Amer- 
ican Fur  Company." 

Question.  How  much  was  paid  to  you  on  your  own  account  at 
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Traverse  des  Sioax,  by  whom  was  it  paid,  in  what  kind  of  fiinds,  and 
what  amount  of  per  centage  was  deducted  at  the  time  of  payment? 

Answer.  Three  thousand  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  I  was 
paid  by  Hugh  Tyler,  my  attorney,  in  checks  on  a  New  York  bank.  I 
paid  him  Jifleen  per  cent,  out  of  what  was  paid  to  me. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  payments  were  made  to  the 
traders  and  half-breeds  either  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  the  "  agency"  at 
Fort  Snelling,  or  at  Mendota,  and,  if  so,  in  what  kind  of  funds  were 
these  payments  made  ? 

Answer.  I  was  present  at  the  payment  of  the  trsuiers  and  "  half- 
breeds"  at  Mendota.  They  were  paid  in  checks,  bank  bills,  and  gold, 
at  the  option  of  the  recipients. 

Question.  Was  any  considerable  part  of  the  payments  made  in  gold, 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  whole  payments  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  but  two  persons  paid  in  gold,  the  parties  generally 
preferred  paper. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  Hugh  Tyler  or  Governor  Ramsey  were 
prepared  to  pay  gold  if  the  greater  part  of  the  money  had  been 
demanded  in  that  currency  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  not  the  traders  always  contend  and  endeavor  to  make 
the  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  at  all  the  councils  at  which 
you  were  present,  that  the  "  hand  money"  mentioned  in  the  treaty  was 
intended  for  their  special  benefit,  and  that  the  Indians  were  not  to  have 
any  control  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  not  "Red  Iron"  in  "open  council"  say  to  (jovemor 
Ramsey  that  the  reason  he  did  not  come  to  council  was  that  his  (Gov- 
ernor Ramsey's)  soldiers  prevented  him  when  he  was  on  his  way 
coming  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  What  was  it  that  '•  Red  Iron"  said  to  Governor  Ramsey 
at  the  time  you  say  that  his  conduct  was  hostile  and  belligerent  ? 

Answer.  It  was  in  his  refusal  to  disband  his  soldiers,  and  to  come 
into  "  council"  with  the  other  Indians. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  a  **  soldiers' 
lodge"  was  erected  by  "  Red  Iron"  and  his  band  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  a  "  soldiers'  lodce" 
existed  on  my  arrival  there,  and  that  "Red  Iron"  was  at  the  beadrf 
that  "  lodge." 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  for  what  purpose 
that  "  soldiers'  lodge"  was  erected  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  it  had  the  effect  of  coo- 
trolling  the  Indians. 

Question.  Did  not  "  Red  Iron"  say  that  it  was  established  to  pre- 
vent young  men  and  single  or  individual  chiefs  from  going  to  the 
"  council"  at  night,  and  alone,  and  there  signing  papers,  and  making  a 
disposition  of  their  money  secretly,  as  had  been  the  case  with  ihe 
Med-a-wa-kan-toans,  and  that  he  wanted  that  all  the  chiefe  should  go 
to  "  council"  together,  that  all  might  know  what  was  done,  or  words 
to  that  effect  V 
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Answer.  He  stated  that  the  object  of  establishing  the  "soldiers* 
lodfi;e,"  was  to  prevent  his  people  from  going  alone  at  night  into  the 
traders'  camp,  or  words  to  that  effect- 
Question.  Were  the  Indians  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  paid  their  "  an- 
nuities" until  after  Governor  Ramsey  had  obtained  their  receipt  for  the 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  (8250,000)  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  know  that  a  receipt  was  obtained  before  the  "  annuities" 
were  paid,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it  covered  that  amount  or  not. 

Question.  Did  O-tak-e-ta  sign  that  receipt  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  Did  he  sign  it  in  full  "  open  council"  with  all  the  other 
chiefs  present  ? 

Answer.  What  chiefs  were  present  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  think 
thai  they  were  all  present ;  tnere  were  Indians  present,  but  what 
Indians  I  did  not  observe.  It  was  signed  in  the  house  of  Mr.  HuddleSf 
(or  Huggins,)  up  stairs  in  tlie  governor's  room. 

Question.  Was  that  where  the  "  public  councils"  were  usually  held? 

Answer.  They  were  generally  held  in  the  room  below.  The  room 
above  was  where  he  kept  his  writing  materials,  and  where  he  gener- 
ally transacted  his  business. 

Question.  Who  was  with  you  at  your  house  on  the  evening  when 
Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta  sent  for  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  Major  Alexander,  Lieutenant  Nelson,  Mr.  Fillmore,  the 
two  Mr.  Finleys,  Old  Rock,  and  Mr.  Labatte  and  his  son.  I  do  not 
recollect  any  one  else. 

Question.  What  inducements  were  then  and  there  held  out  to  them 
to  induce  them  to  sign  the  receipt? 

Answer.  I  know  of  none. 

Question.  Did  vou  object  to  the  payment  of  {\{\&  fifteen  per  cent,  to 
Hugh  Tyler  ? 

Answer.  I  remarked  at  die  time  that  I  thought  the  charge  an 
extravagant  one,  but  I  did  not  object  to  paying  it. 

Question.  Was  the  evening  when  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta 
signed  the  receipt  for  ninety  thousand  ($90,000)  dollars,  the  same  as 
that  on  which  they  received  their  proportion  of  the  twenty  ($20,000) 
dollars  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Where  were  they  paid  ? 

Answer.  At  the  house  of  Samuel  Finley. 

Question.  Who  interpreted  at  the  time  they  were  paid? 

Answer.  Mr.  Rock,  in  part,  and  Mr.  Labatte,  in  part. 

Question.  On  which  side  of  the  river  is  Samuel  Fmley's  house? 

Answer.  On  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  on  the  road  lead- 
ing to  St.  Paul  from  Fort  Snelling. 

Question.  Wa-banshaw  and  Wah-coo-ta  say  in  this  examination  that 
they  never  received  any  part  of  this  twenty  thousand  ($20,000)  dollars, 
but  that  you  and  Jack  Frazer  got  it  of  both  of  them,  amounting  to  near 
six  thousand  ($6,000)  dollars ;  and  that  they  have  never  received  any 
part  of  it  since.     Please  give  your  explanation  of  tliis  matter. 

Answer.  After  the  governor  left  the  house  of  Samuel  Finley,  the 
Indians  gave  the  money  to  Jack  Frazer,  and  he  handed  it  to  me,  with 
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a  reciucst  that  I  should  keep  it  fur  him.  Mr.  Rock  asked  the  cbie^ 
why  they  gave  all  the  money  to  one  man  ;  that  he  expected  a  partbim^ 
self*.  They  replied,  that  he  would  get  his  money  as  a  trader.  Bai 
said  that  had  he  known  this,  he  would  not  have  come  from  home,  or  a 
far  from  home.  Wa-ba-shaw  replied,  that  he  might  return  as  eooqi 
he  pleased.  Jack  Frazer  cidled  on  me  a  fe>v  days  afterwards  ao 
drew  several  hundred  dollars,  stating  that  he  wished  to  ^ve  it  tob 
uncle,  (meaning  Wah-coo-ta.)  Frazer  continued  to  draw  it  at  ioterva 
afterwards — for  what  purposes  I  know  not — during  the  winter.  W 
ba-shaw  and  Wali-coo-ta,  with  their  principal  men,  demanded  i 
balance  of  the  money,  stating  tliat  they  aid  not  intend  giving  JackFi 
zer  all  of  it.  I  replied,  that  if  they  brought  Jack  Frazer's  order, 
whom  I  had  receipted  for  the  money,  that  I  would  pay  it  over  lo  them 
that  is,  the  balance  on  hand — which  they  failed  to  do ;  and  I  have  sii 
paid  the  whole  amount  to  Jack  Frazer. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  the  Sioux  language  t 

Answer.  Imperfectly ;  but  sufficiently  to  comprehend  their  wants. 

Question.  Was  the  conversation  between  the  two  chiefs  in  tbeSk 
language  t 

Answer.  It  was;  and  rendered  to  nie  in  English,  principally  by] 
Labatte. 

Question.  Was  the  payment  of  the  **  annuities'*  to  the  Med-a-^ 
kan-toan  Indians  made  before  or  after  Governor  Ramsey  had  proem 
these  chiefs  to  sign  the  receipt  for  the  ninety  tliousand  ($90,000)  doUa 

Answer.  I  believe  it  was  after ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  how » 
afterwards. 

Question.  Were  there  luiy  Indians  confined  in   tlie   **  fort"  few 
murder  of  Chippewas,  who  were  discharged  about  that  time* 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect.  The  Indians  were  frequendy  confii 
there  ;  it  was  a  common  occurrence. 

Question.  Were  any  prorwMww  issued  to  the  Indians  during  theirs 
there,  l>efore  this  receipt  was  obtained  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Do  they  deliver  provisions  each  **ycii/,"  at  llie  '•  agenc 
to  the  Indians? 

Answer.  There  are  provisions  issued  each  fall  at  the  "  agency." 

Question.  Were  the  goods,  money,  or  provisions,  paid  to  them, 
fore  they  signed  these  receipts  V 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect ;  I  think  that  there  was  lx*ef  given 
them  before.     I  think  it  was  given  by  the  government. 

Question  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  Were  not  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta  encamped  oo 
east  side  of  the  river  at  the  time  they  received  their  proportion  of 
twenty  thousand  (820,000)  dollars  ? 

'  Answer.  They  were.     They  reijuested  to  be  paid  on  die  east  sid 

the  river.     Wah-coo-ta  gave  as  a  reason  that  his  health  would  prev 

I  bis  going  over. 
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-  AiiBXANDER  Farribault,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness  on  tlie 
;  part  of  Governor  Ramsey. 

* 

L        Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  At  "  Cannon  river,"  in  Minnesota  Merritory. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  among  the  Sioux  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Since  the  year  1819. 

Question.  Are  you  related  to  them  i 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  To  which  of  the  bands  are  you  related? 

Answer.  To  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  and  Wah-pa-koo-ta  bands. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  the  Sioux  language  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Have  you  been  employed  at  any  time  as  interpreter  by 
the  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  By  whom  and  when  were  you  so  employed  ? 

Answer.  I  was  employed  by  Governor  Ramsey  at  the  treaties  of 
July  and  August,  1851. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in 
1851? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  While  there  were  you  present  at  any  "  councils"  held  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  object  had  the  Indians  and  traders  in  meeting 
together  at  these  councils  ? 

Answer.  It  was  to  consult  about  the  claims  of  the  traders  against  the 
Indians. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  July, 
1851? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  paper  signed  there  at  the  same  timet 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  that  paper,  (the  '*  Traders* 
Paper"  shown  to  him,)  and  is  this  paper  the  onginal? 

Answer.  This  is  the  paper  (called  the  "  Traders'  Paper)  which  I 
saw  signed  on  that  occasion. 

Question.  Were  the  contents  of  this  paper,  to  your  knowledge,  ex» 
plained  to  the  Indians  be/are  they  signed  it  f 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  Where  was  it  explained  ? 

Answer.  It  was  about  a  mile  from  where  the  commissioners  were 
encamped  in  Tah-coo-ta's,  Ta-ka-ra's  lodge. 

Question.  Where  did  the  Indians  go  to  when  they  left  this  council 
in  which  the  *'  Traders'  Paper"  was  explained  ? 

Answer.  To  a  shelter  where  they  generally  held  their  councils,  and 
where  they  met  the  commissioners. 

Question.  Were  the  treaty  and  "  Traders'  Paper"  signed  immedi- 
ately after  they  left  the  lodge  of  Tah-c(K)-ta,  or  Ta-ka-ra  ? 

Answer.  If  I  recollect  right  it  was  signed  the  next  day. 
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Question.  Were  the  chiei's  generally  present  at  Tab-coo-ta's,  or  Ta- 
ka-ra's  lodge  ? 

Answer.  They  were  with  the  exception  of  one  chief". 

Question.  Who  explained  the  "  Traders'  Paper"  to  them  ? 

Answer.  Joseph  Renville  and   Mr^  Gabriel  Renville. 

Question.  Was  there  any  agreement  entered  into  between  the  traders 
and  Indians  of  any  particular  sum  of  money  to  be  set  apart  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts  before  the  paper  was  signed  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  believe  it  was  four  hundred  thousand  ($400,000) 
dollars  that  they  owed.  They  agreed  upon  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  ($275,000)  dollars,  a  part  oeing  for  the  "  hall-breeds,"  a 
part  for  the  traders,  and  a  part  for  their  removal  and  subsistence.  ThL« 
was  the  agreement  between  the  traders  and  Indians. 

Question.  How  much  was  intended  for  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  right,  but  I  believe  it  was  two  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  ($220,000)  dollars. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  sign  this  paper  voluntarily,  so  far  as  you 
know? 

Answer.  They  did,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  chiefs  or  headmen  speak  in  the  council 
where  the  "  Traders'  Paper"  was  signed  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  **  Sleepy  Eyes"  addressed  the  commissioners  and 
said  that  they  had  now  satisfied  the  traders,  and  they  wanted  the  traders 
now  not  to  charge  them  so  much  for  their  goods. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  of  the  chiefs  or  headmen,  after  they  had 
signed  the  treaty  and  "  Traders'  Paper,"  speak  of  having  provided  for 
they  payment  of  their  debts  V 

Answer.  Yes  ;  after  they  had  adjourned  the  •'  Whistler"  came  to 
me  and  shook  hands  with  me  and  said,  you  must  not  forget  Louis 
Roberts  ;  we  owe  him  seven  thousand  ($7,000)  dollars.  "  Big  Curly," 
the  "  Gun,''  and  some  of  the  principal  men,  said  they  were  salisfied 
now  that  they  had  provided  for  their  traders. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  distribution  of  the  "  half-breed'* 
money  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  chiefs  were  present  on  that  occasion  that  you  re- 
cognized ? 

Answer.  "  Big  Gun,"  "  Curly  Head,"  "  Wah-nok-soon-ta,"  "  Limp- 
ing Devil,"  the  "  Orphan,"  "  Sleep.y  Eyes,"  and  "  Red  Iron." 

Question.  How  was  the  distribution  made  ? 

Answer.  Soon  after  the  adjournment  from  the  council  where  the 
treaty  was  signed  they  went  about  fifty  or  sixty  yards  fit)m  where  diey 
keld  their  council.  They  then  sent  for  Mr.  Sibley  and  all  the  half- 
breeds  who  were  about  the  place,  and  each  chief  named  his  own  rela- 
tions, and  asked  Mr.  Sibley  to  put  them  down  on  the  paper,  which  be 
did. 

Question.  Did  "  Red  Iron"  take  any  part  in  it? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  he  named  all  his  relations. 

Question.  Had  you  a  claim  against  the  upper  Sioux  Indians  f 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Question.  Was  it  correct  and  sworn  to ;  and  do  you  still  assert  it  to 
be  correct? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  the  fall 
of  1852? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Was  there  a  "  soldiers'  lodge"  erected  there  when  you 
arrived  there  ? 

Answer.  As  soon  as  I  reached  there  I  heard  that  there  was  a  "  sol- 
diers' lodge ;"  and  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  there  was  one. 

Question.  By  whom  was  it  established  1 

Answer.  By  "  Red  Iron"  and  his  band.         ,  . 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  this  '*  soldiers'  lodge  ?" 

Answ^cr.  It  was  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  coming  to  the  white 
people's  lodges,  tents,  and  houses. 

Question.  What  effect  had  this  "  soldiers'  lodge"  upon  the  other 
chiei's  ? 

Answer    It  prevented  the  chiefs  from  coming  to  see  the  white  people. 

Question.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  other  chiefs  in  consequence 
of  this  "lodge?" 

Answer.  They  were  afraid  to  go  about  as  usual. 

Question.  From  j'our  own  knowledge  of  the  effect  of  that  "  soldiers' 
lodge"  were  any  of  the  other  chiefs  intimidated  from  going  into  council 
'with  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  they  were. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  Governor  Ramsey  sent  frequently  to 
the  chiefs  to  come  into  council. 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  they  come  when  sent  for  ? 

Answer.  No ;  they  sent  word  by  the  interpreter  that  they  were  afraid 
of  their  own  soldiers. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  did  Governor  Ramsey  send  for  them  ? 

Answer.  It  was  to  make  out  the  *'  rolls." 

Question.  Were  you  there  when  "  Red  Iron"  was  arrested  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  councils  were  held  previous  to 
the  arrest  of  **  Red  Iron  ?" 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  of  any  that  were  held. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  of  the  chiefs  demand  to  have  the  money 
paid  into  their  own  hands ;  and  if  so,  what  chiefs  ? 

Answer.  I  did ;  "  Red  Iron,"  or  '*  Limping  Devil,"  one  of  them.  I 
^'ill  not  be  positive  which  of  them. 

Question    Did  they  demand  the  whole  of  the  money  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  do  or  say  when  they  made 
this  demand  ? 

Answer.  He  told  them  that  if  they  would  come  and  make  their 
*'  rolls"  that  they  would  be  paid  their  "  annuity  moneyJ** 

Question.  Did  you  sec  any  of  the  Wah-j)a-toan  or  See-see-toan  chieft 
sign  the  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand ($250,000)  dollars  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  went  to  the  council  housCi  where  I  saw  the  **  Lb 
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Rapids"  band.  A  part  of  them  had  signed  it  before  I  got  there.  Af- 
ter I  got  in  the  governor  asked  the  Indians  if  they  understood  what 
they  had  signed,  and  asked  Doctor  Foster  to  read  it.  I  explained  it 
to  the  Indians,  and  asked  if  they  understood  it.  They  said  "yes."  1 
also  saw  "  Limping  Devil"  sign  it ;  and  it  was  explained  to  him.  1 
saw  no  others  sign  it. 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  other  chiefs  tell  you  that  they  had  signed 
the  paper;  and  what  did  they  say  about  it? 

Answer.  They  did.  I  saw  in  Mr.  McLeod*s  store  3^oung  "  Sleepy 
Eyes,"  "  O-ta-ke-ta,"  and  "  Wah-na-ta."  They  told  me  that  they  had 
just  signed  it. 

Question.  What  was.their  language  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  They  said,  laughingly,  we  have  signed  that  paper  of  the 
traders,  and  suppose  you  are  all  satisfied  now. 

Question.  Was  No-hope-ton  there  ? 

Answer.  He  was. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Governor  Ramsey  tell  the  chiefs,  or 
any  of  them,  either  in  or  out  of  council,  that  he  would  not  pay  their 
"  annuities"  unless  they  signed  a  receipt,  either  at  Mendota  or  the 
"  agency,"  until  they  paid  their  debts  ? 

Answer.  I  never  dia. 

Question.  When  were  tlie  "annuities"  paid  at  Traverse  des  Sioux t 

Answer.  I  cannot  exactly  say,  but  it  was  between  ten  and  twelve 
days  after  the  governor  arrived  there. 

Question.  How  long  was  it  after  their  "rolls"  were  made  out  beforf 
they  were  paid  their  "  annuity  money  ?" 

Answer.  The  same  day,  ifl  recollect  right. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  traders  who  presented  accounts  thai 
were  excluded  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1851  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  believe  Mr.  Wells  had  an  account  which  was 
not  presented.     I  do  not  know  of  any  others. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  distribution  among  the  traders,  as  made 
at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  was  a  just  one? 

Answer.  I  believe  it  was. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  treaty  of  Mendota,  in  August 
1851? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians,  about  tlie  lime  of  that  treaty,  acknowled^ 
an  indebtedness  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  the  amount. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  and  traders  agree  upon  any  sum  of  money 
which  the  traders  were  to  receive  in  satisfaction  of  their  debts  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  ninety  thousand  ($90,000)  dollars. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  say  how  they  intended  to  pay  that  ninety 
thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  Yes ;  they  were  to  name  the  persons  themselves  who  they 
wanted  paid,  and  they  referred  to  that  ninety  thousand  dollars.  Tbev 
expected  to  get  it  from  the  treaty  they  were  making  with  the  govern- 
ment. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Governor  Ramsey,  in  any  conncil  in 
whicD  you  were  the  interpreter,  or  where  you  were  present,  tell  the 
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chiefs  of  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  bands  that  be  would  not  release  tlieir 
prisoners  unless  they  signed  a  receipt  for  the  *'  hand  money,"  or  paid 
their  debts  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  bribe,  or  offer  of  goods,  horses,  or 
other  property,  being  made  to  any  of  these  chiefs,  either  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux,  or  Mendota,  or  the  agency,  or  at  any  other  place,  by  Grov- 
emor-  Ramsey,  or  any  one  for  him,  or  with  his  consent  and  approval, 
to  induce  the  Indians  to  sign  the  receipt  for  th(^  "  hand  money"  due  to 
them,  or  to  pay  their  debts  to  their  traders? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  acts  of  cruelty,  harshness,  oppres- 
sion, or  coercion  of  any  kind,  used  by  Governor  Ramsey,  or  by  any  one 
in  his  lx?half',  to  induce  or  compel  the  chiefs,  either  at  Traverse  des 
Bioux,  or  Mendota,  or  any  other  place,  to  sign  his  receipts  or  vouchers, 
or  to  pay  their  debts  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  How  many  councils  were  held  at  Mendota  during  the 
payment  of  the  lotver  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  V 

Answer.  Only  one  to  my  recollection ;  but  I  was  not  there. 

Question.  Were  you  present  in  any  council  where  the  Med-a-wa- 
kan-toan  chiefs  demanded  their  money  of  Governor  Ramsey? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Who  made  the  demfind  of  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  "  Wa-ba  shaw"  and  Mock-pee-wee-chas-ta,  or  the  "Cloud 
Man."  I  heard  them  say  to  the  governor  that  they  wanted  all  of  their 
monev. 

Question.  What  did  he  mean  by  all  their  money  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  meant  all  the  money  they  were  to  get  under 
the  treaty  of  August,  1851. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  say  in  reply  i 

Answer.  He  told  them  he  could  not  pay  all  the  money  until  they 
would  get  to  their  new  homes. 

Question.  Were  they  unanimous  in  this  demand  1 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Who  were  opposed  to  it  in  that  council ;  what  chiefs  ? 

Answer.  Tah-chan-k(K}-wash-ta,  or  Good  Road. 

Question.  What  did  Good  Road  say  ?  ' 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  exactly  what  he  said.  The  governor,  he 
said,  had  a  good  deal  of  talk,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion.  For  his 
part,  he  wanted  to  pay  the  traders  and  to  get  their  annuities. 

Question.  Who  is  the  speaker  in  the  councils,  generally,  for  MaJi- 
zah-ho-tah  or  Grey  Iron's  band  ? 

Answer.  Bad  Hail. 

tibi^stion.  Did  he  speak  in  the  council  where  Wa-ba-shaw  demanded 
the  money  of  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  he  in  favor  of  paying  the  money  to  the  Indians  or  to 
the  traders  ? 

Answer.  He  was  in  favor  of  paying  the  money  to  the  traders. 

Question.  To  whose  band  does  Medicine  Bottle  belong  ? 

18 
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Answer.  To  Little  Crow's  band. 

Question.  Was  Little  Crow  present  at  that  council? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  Medicine  Bottle  speak  in  that  council  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  he  in  favor  of  paying  the  money  to  the  Indians  or  to 
the  traders  ? 

Answer.  He  was  in  favor  of  paying  it  to  the  traders. 

Question.  Did  Little  Crow  dissent  or  object  to  it?   • 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Was  Little  Six  or  Shak-o-pee  present  in  that  council  t 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  his  brother  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  he  speak  in  that  council  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  he  in  favor  of  paying  the  money  to  the  Indians  or  to 
the  traders  ? 

Answer.  He  spoke  in  favor  of  paying  the  money  to  the  traders. 
,      Question.  Did  Little  Six  or  Shak-o-pee  object  to  what  he  said  t 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  advise  them  to  do,  after  they 
had  finished  speaking,  in  regard  to  their  money  matters  ? 

Answer.  He  advised  them  to  pay  their  debts  like  white  men,  or 
something  to  that  effect. 

Question.  Did  he  name  any  sum  which  he  advised  thtu^  to  pay  to 
their  traders  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  he  advised  them  to  pay  seventy  thousand  dollars  to 
their  traders ;  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  their  "  half-breeds.'* 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  any  of  the  chiefs  signed  a  receipt 
to  Governor  Ramsey  for  ninety  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  "  Little  Crow,"  "  Good  Road,"  Shak-o-pee,  and  the 
*'  Star,"  signed  in  my  presence. 

Question.  Was  the  receipt  read  and  explained  to  the  Indians  befwe 
they  signed  it? 

Answer.  Yes ;  it  was  read  by  the  governor,  and  I  explained  it  to 
them. 

Question.  Did  they  sign  it  freely,  and  without  coercion  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  many  of  their  people  present  when  they  signed  it  ? 

Answer.  About  twenty-five  or  thirty  were  present.  The  room  was 
full.     I  did  not  count  them. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  Mock-pee-wee-chas-tah,  or  the 
»'  Cloud  Man,"  signed  it  V 

Answer.  Yes.  ^ 

Question.  What  other  chiefs  were  present  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Th(jy  were  all  present,  but  Wa-ba-shaw  and  Wah-coo-ta ; 
and  the  receipt  was  explained  to  the  "  Cloud  Man,"  in  the  presence  of 
all  these  chiefs. 

Question.  Was  their  attention  directed  to  it,  and  did  they  say  they 
understood  it? 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  many  of  the  Indians  present  ? 

Answer.  The  house  was  crowded. 

Question.  Where  was  it  ? 

Answer.  At  the  agency. 

Question.  Did  you  at  any  council,  either  at  Mendota  or  Traverse  des 
Sioux,  or  the  "  agency,"  hear  the  chiefs  request  Grovernor  Ramsey  to 
appoint  arbitrators,  or  any  person  or  persons  to  whom  should  be  sub- 
mitted the  accounts  of  the  traders  for  examination  and  allowance  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Had  the  money  under  either  treaty  been  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  Indians  would  they  have  settled  their  affairs,  paid  their 
just  engagements,  and  retained  money  for  their  subsistence  and  re- 
moval 1 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  that  they  would  have  paid  one  dollar.  I 
do  not  think  that  they  would  have  Kept  any  for  their  traders,  subsist- 
ence, or  half-breeds.  They  would  have  spent  it  all  in  purchasing 
horses,  whiskey,  and  other  goods,  as  they  generally  do  when  they  get 
money. 

Question.  With  your  long  intercourse  witli  the  Indians,  what  is  your 
opinion  of  their  veracity ;  and  would  it  make  any  difference  in  their 
testimony,  whether  it  was  on  oath  or  not,  in  any  matter  in  which  they 
had  either  feeling  or  interest,  or  conceived  themselves  interested  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  it  makes  any  difference  with  them  whether 
they  are  on  oath  or  not ;  and  I  would  not  believe  them  if  they  were 
interested  or  had  feeling,  or  conceived  themselves  to  have  an  interest  in 
regard  to  any  matter  whatever. 

Question.  Did  you  present  a  claim  against  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan 
Indians  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  for  nine  thousand  dollars.  It  was  sworn  to,  and  was 
correct. 

Question.  In  Governor  Ramsey's  intercourse  with  tbe  Indians,  has 
his  conduct  been  cruel  and  oppressive,  or  kind  and  indulgent  1 

Answer.  He  has  always  been  very  kind  to  them. 

Alexander  Farribault,  cross-examined  by  the  government  com- 
missioners. 

Question.  Before  the  treaties  with  the  Sioux  Indians  in  July  and 
August,  1851,  had  you  been  connected  with  the  "  fur  company  t" 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  much  was  your  claim  against  the  lm(y*r  bands,  imd 
how  much  against  the  upper  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  i 

Answer.  Nine  thousand  ($9,000)  dollars  against  tht»  Med-a-wa-kan- 
toan  bands,  or  l(nuer  Sioux ;  eighteen  thousand  ($18,000)  dollars  against 
the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pa-toan  bands,  or  vpper  Sioux ;  and  forty- 
three  thousand  ($43,000)  dollars  against  the  Wah-pi-coo-ta  band. 

Question.  Wore  you  employed  by  Governor  Ramsey  as  interpreter 
.-It  these  treaties  in  1851 1 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Was  the '*  Tniders'  Pa|)er  "  explained  to  the  Indians  in 
open  council  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  when  they  signed  it  1 
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Answer.  No,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

<iue.stion.  Was  the  sehedule  to  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  and  I 
amounts  tliev  were  to  receive,  attached  to  that  paper  before  the  India 
.signed  it  t 

Answer.  I  beli(»ve  not. 

Question.  Was  that  schedule  ol'  debts  to  be  paid  to  the  traders  i 
phiined  to  the  chief's  in  open  council  wlien  it  was  attached  to  i 
*' Traders'  Taper  ?" 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  that  it  was  exphiined. 

Question.  When  "Red  Iron"  and  **  Limping  Devil "  demanded  t 
their  money  should  be  paid  into  their  own   hands,  were   all   the  chi 
/       who  weri^  then  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  present"? 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect. 

<iu(\stion.  What  did  Governor  Ramsey  reph'  to  this  demand? 

Answer.  He  replied  that  he  could  not  pay  them  all  their  money, 
that  if  they  would  come  and  make  their  "  rolls,"  he  would  pay  tl 
**  annuities." 

Question.  Were  not  all  the  old  chief's  i)resent  opposed  to  letl 
Governor  Ramsey  pay  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  (8210,000)  < 
lars  to  the  traders  Y 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Which  of  them,  in  "open  council,"  told  Governor  R: 
sey  to  pay  that  sum  to  the  traders? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  imv  of  them  sav  so. 

Question.  Was  it  in  private  that  some  of  them  said  that  they  \\ 
willing  that  Governor  Itamsey  should  pay  that  sum  to  the  traders? 

Answer.  I  indeed  so  bv  their  everv  dav  talk  and  willinjrness  to  s 
the  pajxTS. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  at  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  a 
the  treaty,  direct  Governor  Ramsey  in  open  council  to  pay  two  hand 
and  ten  thousand  (8210,000)  dollars  to  the  traders  f 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Wa^  not  the  soldiers'  lodge  intended  to  prevent  the  h 
money  from  being  paid  to  the  traders  by  Governor  Iljimsey,  and  to  [ 
vent  them  (the  chiefs)  from  signing  the  receipts  ? 

Answer.  1  have  not  understood  bv  anv  one  that  it  was  fi)r  t 
purpose*. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  that  this  v 
the  object,  and  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble  there  ? 

Answ(T.  I  do  not  know  personally,  but  I  have  reason  to  believt 
\  was  something  to  that  effect. 

i  Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  one  chief  in  open  council,  uih 

the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1851,  direct  Governor  Ramsevtop 
the  traders  tw'o  hundred  and  ten  thousand  (^210,000)  dollars?' 

Answ(T.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  You  say  that  you  were  at  the  payment  at  Memlota,  or 
the  agency  of  the  lower  Sioux  Indians.     Now,  how^  long  were  I 
lower    bands   of   Med-a-wah-kan-toan    and    Wah-pa-coo-ta   Sioux 
;  Mendota  and  the  ag(nicy  before  the  payment  of  their  annuities? 

\  4  Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  the  time*,  but  I  guess  about  ten  or  twcl 

days. 


I  I 
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Question.  What  was  Governor  Ramsey  doing  during  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  he  hold  open  councils  with  the  Indians  every  day 
except  on  Sundays  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  What  were  they  all  waiting  for  i 

Answer.  The  Indians  were  waiting  for  their  annuities. 

Question.  Who  had  the  jmnuity  money,  Governor  Ramsey  or  agent 
McLean  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  Major  McLean,  but  I  do  not  know  exactly. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  Governor  Ramsey  desired  to  get 
the  receipts  from  the  chiefs  lor  the  traders'  money  before  the  annuities 
were  paid  to  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  never  had  any  conversation  with  the  governor,  so  I  do 
not  know. 

Question.  Did  not  Governor  Ramsey  tell  the  traders  that  he  could 
not  pay  them  until  he  procured  the  receipts  from  the  chiefs  as  his 
security  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  him  say  so. 

Question.  Did  you  not  assist  Governor  Ramsey  to  get  the  receipts 
from  the  Indians  for  the  traders'  money? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  not  the  governor  ask  you  to  assist  him  in  getting  them? 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  Did  you  assist  anybody  to  get  these  receipts  fi>r  Governor 
Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  For  my  own  interest  1  went  to  the  Indians  and  advised 
them  to  sign  the  receipts. 

Question.  Did  you  offer  them,  or  any  one  of  them,  anything  to  in- 
duce them  to  sign  it  ? 

Answer.   No. 

Question.  Did  others  ofler  them  anything  in  your  presence  1 

Answer.  Not  in  my  presence. 

Question.  Were  presents  offered  to  them  at  any  time  before  the 
signing  of  the  receipts  1 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  Med-a-wah-kan-toan  chiefs  in  open 
council,  before  they  signed  the  receipt  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  ninety 
thousand  (l$90,000)  dollars,  direct  him  to  pav  the  traders  seventy  thou- 
sand (1570,000)  dollars  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  any  provisions  issued 
to  the  Indians  before  tliey  signed  this  receipt  for  the  ninety  thousand 
($90,000)  dollars  i 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  You  say  that  Bad  Hail  is  the  speaker  for  Gray  Iron's 
band,  and  that  he  spoke  in  a  council  in  favor  of  paying  the  traders. 
Now,  please  say  if  he  had  not  a  son  confined  in  jail  at  the  fort,  for  the 
murder  of  certain  Chippewa  Indians,  by  Governor  Ramsey's  order  at 
that  time? 

Answer.  He  had,  as  I  understood. 
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Question.  Was  that  son  released  after  that  without  a  trial  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  he  released  afterwards  by  Governor  Ramsey  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  you  not  see  him  at  large  shortly  afterwards  1 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  How  long  before  he  was  seen  at  large  by  you  i 

Answer.  It  must  have  been  six  or  seven  months. 

Question.  Had  you  heard  of  his  release  before  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  long  before  that  time  ? 

Answer.  It  was  some  time  about  the  payment  that  I  heard  so. 

Question.  What  per  centage  did  you  pay  on  your  claims  i 

Answer.  Fifteen  per  cent. 

Question.  Was  there  any  sum  paid  to  you  for  your  services  in  thb 
matter  of  the  treaty  and  payment  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  money  was  jour  account  paid  to  you  bv 
Hugh  Tyler  V 

Answer.  In  checks  and  bank  notes. 

Question.  Was  there  any  understanding  or  agreement  by  you  to  pay 
Hugh  Tyler  this  fifteen  per  cent,  before  the  time  of  the  payment? 

Answer.  There  was  an  understanding  that  a  per  centage  was  to  be 
paid  to  Mr.  Tyler,  but  the  amount  was  not  agreed  upon.  There  was 
such  an  understanding  with  all  the  claimants. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  the  establishment  of  the  "soldiers' 
lodge"  by  "Red  Iron"  and  his  band.  Was  it  not  to  prevent  the  pay- 
ment of  the  treaty  money  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  it  was  their  object  to  prevent  the  Indians 
from  going  to  the  white  men's  lodges  or  houses  to  hold  any  couacils. 

Question.  Of  this  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  ($230,000)  dollars, 
due  to  the  upper  bands  of  Indians  of  treaty  money,  was  not  two  thoo- 
sand  ($2,000)  dollars,  or  some  such  sum  of  money,  paid  or  agreed  to 
be  paid  to  you  out  of  the  fifteen  per  cent,  deducted  by  Hugh  Tyler? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  made  any  such  agreement,  nor 
do  I  recollect  ever  to  have  received  one  cent  of  that  money. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  "Red  Iron"  in  "open  council,"  when  several 
chiefs  were  present,  say  to  Governor  Ramsey,  that  he  hoped  that  they 
would  not  be  served  in  the  payment  of  this  money,  as  bad  happened 
with  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toans,  by  paying  their  money  to  the  traders ;  but 
hoped  that  he  would  pay  it  to  them  in  their  own  hands? 

Answer.  I  heard  him  tell  Grovernor  Ramsey  that  he  hoped  that  they 
would  not  be  served  as  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toans  had  been ;  that  be 
wanted  all  the  money  paid  to  them ;  and  that  they  would  then  do  what 
they  thought  proper  with  it. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  time  when  "Red  Iron"  was 
broken  of  his  chieftainship  by  Governor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  "Red  Iron"  say  to  Governor  Ranuey  in 
"that  council,"  that  the  object  of  the  "soldiers'  lodge"  was  to  pre- 
vent single  individuals,  chiefs,  and  young  men,  from  going  to  "  councils " 
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at  night  to  sign  papers ;  that  their  object  was  to*  have  all  the  chiefs  to 
go  to  "  council "  together,  that  they  might  all  know  what  was  done. 
Please  state  in  your  own  language  what  was  said  at  that  time  upon  that 
subject? 

Answer.  I  was  not  the  interpreter,  and  did  not  hear  what  was  said. 

Question.  Were  the  "annuity  pay  rolls"  made  out  there  in  "open 
council"  when  the  governor  was  present  *? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is,  that  these  "  pay  rolls  "  were  made  out 
by  the  agent,  Major  McLean.  Governor  Ramsey  and  Major  McLean 
occupied  different  places  for  their  "  councils." 

Question.  What  was  said  and  done  about  these  "pay  rolls,"  at  any 
of  the  "open  councils,"  when  Governor  Ramsey  was  present? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  of  an)rthing. 

Question.  Was  the  Traders'  Paper  explained  to  the  chiefs  in  "open 
council"  at  any  time  before  it  was  signed  ;  and  if  so,  by  whom  .was  it 
explained. 

Answer.  I  wtis  outside,  and  did  not  see  the  paf>er  then ;  but  I  had 
seen  it  before.  I  heard  them  explain  that  there  was  such  an  amount 
for  the  traders,  such  an  amount  for  the  half-breeds,  and  such  an 
amount  lor  themselves.  The  explanation  was  rendered  by  Joseph 
Renville  and  Gabriel  Renville. 

Question.  Was  tliis  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  "  council," 
that  the  provisir)ns  of  the  treaty  were  explained  to  them  ;  and  when 
they  accepted  the  propositions  of  the  commissioners  ?  ^ 

Answer.  It  was  in  the  same  council.  There  were  no  government 
officers  present. 

Question.  May  it  not  have -been  the  terms  of  the  treaty  that  was  ex- 
plained to  them,  and  not  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  or  was  it  both  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  the  treaty. 

Question.  What  chiefs  were  present  at  the  "  council"  when  these 
explanations  were  made  i 

Answer.  "Big  Curly,"  "Limping  Devil,"  the  " Orphan,"  " Little 
Rapids  "  chief,  and  old  "  Sleepy  Eyes."     These  are  all  I  recollect. 

Question  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel. 

Question.  What  was  the  value  of  the  drafts  which  you  received  in 
payment  of  your  claims  ? 

Answer.  They  were  at  par  value,  imd  as  good  as  gold  with  me.  I 
preferred  them  to  gold.     I  was  offered  gold,  but  preferred  the  drafts. 


Examination  of  Captain  James  Monroe,  of  the  United  States  army, 

by  the  counsel  of  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Did  you  attend  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  at  the  payment  in 
1852,  in  the  command  of  a,  company  of  United  Slates  troops  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  was  in  command  of  a  United  States  company  of 
infantry,  and  five  dragoons  attached.  I  arrived  at  Traverse  des  Sioux 
on  the  I9th  of  November,  1852. 

Question.  What  was  the  state  of  things  among  the  Indians  when  you 
reached  there  1 


t 


I 
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Answer.  1  rcceivefl  from  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  (Gi 
crnor  Ramsey)  an  official  communication  orally  to  the  effect,  that 
chief "  Red  Iron"  had  formed  what  is  called  a  "  war  lodge,"  un 
which  he  had  interfered  with  the  superintendent's  communicati 
with  the  Indimis  there ;  that  he  had  forbidden  them  from  comias;  ; 
holding  any  communication  with  him  <is  superintendent.  This  is 
jmrport  of  what  he  stated  to  me. 

(Question.  Now  state  the  condition  of  things  as  you  found  them  tl 
at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Upon  this  information  received  from  the  superintendei 
crossed  the  river  immediately  with  my  command,  and  commenced 
tablishing  it  in  a  central  position  in  the  town  of  Traverse  des  Sioii 
the  junction  of  two  roads.  While  we  were  engaged  in  pitching 
tents,  a  considerable  body  of  Indians,  from  forty  to  fitly  in  number,  ei 
down  from  the  house  of  Mr.  Sweetser  and  attempted  to  pfiss  Hire 
across  the  line ;  I  forbid  their  passing ;  and  to  the  first  directic* 
order  not  to  pass  they  paid  no  attention  whatever,  nor  did  thoy  u 
until  the  commjuid  was  thrown  across  their  path,  (the  way  they  v 
coming ;)  and  there  was  no  option  left  them  but  to  retire  or  to  conn 
collision  with  the  troops. 

Question.  What  was  their  manner  ;md  conduct  at  the  time  diev 
proached  your  lines  1 

Answer.  Their  manner  was,  they  marched  straight  on  the  line 
one  of  the  Indians  cocked  his  gun,  when  one  of  the  sergeants  drew 
sword.     They  did  not  advance  any  further  after  the  line  was  thn 
across.     There  walk  was  a  tolerably  rapid  gait.      I  did  not  notice 
signs  of  excitement  as  they  came  down. 

Question.  Were  they  armc^d^ 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  What  conversation  took  place  between  you  and  the  c 
"Red  Iron,"  when  he  came  up  to  your  Hne? 

Answer.  None,  myself. 

Question.  What  communication  did  you  send  to  "Red  Iron"? 

Answer.  I  sent  a  message,  through  Lieutenant  Kelton,  with  an 
terpreter,  that  the  chief,  "Red  Iron,"  was  at  liberty  to  pass  iu  to 
the  superintendent,  but  that  he  could  not  be  followed  by  a  large  be 
of  armed  men.  The  chief  and  his  men  then  turned  and  went  tow; 
Mr.  Sweetser's  house,  or  in  that  direction,  except  one  Indian.  Wl 
the  word  was  received  by  the  Indians,  there  was  a  general  reply  of  "A 
that  the  chief  should  not  go  in  ah>ne.  After  the  Indians  had  reacl 
the  elevation  above,  I  heard  two  or  three  guns  fired.  This  Indian,  v 
remained,  drove  off  a  number  of  others  who  were  standing  around. 

Question.  Do  yo\i  know  of  Governor  Ramsey  having  ^ent  for  F 
Iron  to  come  in,  to  induce  him  to  break  up  his  "soldiers'  lodge"? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsev  sent  Lieutenant  Kt»lton,  with  an  int 

Ereter,  to  Red  Iron's  camp,  to  tell  him  that  he  wished  him  to  come 
y  the  hour  of  10  o'clock  the  following  day. 
Question.  Do  vou  know  how  often  he  sent  for  Red  Iron  If 
Answer.  I  know  but  of  that  one  time. 
(Question.  Did  he  say  he  would  come? 
Answer.  It  was  so  reported  to  me  by  the  officer. 
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Question.  Did  he  come  at  the  time  fixed? 

Answer.  He  did  not  come  at  that  hour. 

Question.  W«is  there  a  detachment  of  United  States  troops  sent  to 
bring  him  in? — and  when  \vas  it  sent? 

Answer.  Alx)ut  an  hour  after  the  time  mentioned,  a  party  of  troops 
was  sent  for  him,  and  brought  him  jtk 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  and  his  band,  about  the  hour  fixed  at 
which  he  was  to  come  in,  at  any  place  near  to  Governor  Ramsey's 
quarters  ? 

Answer.  I  saw,  about  that  hour,  passing  from  the  direction  of  Red 
Iron's  lodges,  along  the  front  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  a  number  of  In- 
dians, said  to  be  Red  Iron  and  his  band. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  he  was  arrested? — and  what  took 
place  in  that  council? 

Answer.  1  was  present  when  he  was  brought  to  the  camp,  and  told 
him  that  he  must  go  to  the  governor,  and  that  he  would  select  three  or 
four  of  his  people  to  go  in  with  him.  He  declined  to  select  JUiy;  but 
upon  my  telling  him  that  I  w^ould  have  to  designate  them  myself,  un- 
less he  did,  he  pointed  out  three  or  four,  who  went  in  with  him  to  the 
governor's  quarters.  Governor  Ramsey  said  to  him,  "  Why  have  you 
not  come  in,  on  my  sending  for  you,  as  you  promised  to  do?"  The 
chief,  Red  Iron,  replied,  "  I  am  now  in."  The  governor  then  said  to 
him,  "You  have  formed  a  ^^unr  lodge*^  here,  which  h.'is  conducted 
itself  in  a  very  disorderly  mimner ;  you  have  threatened  and  intimidated 
the  other  Indians,  and  prevented  them  from  holding  communication 
with  the  officers  of  the  government,  who  are  here  for  that  purpose;" 
and  more  of  the  same  import.  Governor  Ramsey  then  concluded  by 
saying,  "  You  are  broken  as  a  chief,  and  I  now  break  you;  and  this  officer 
(pointing  to  myself)  will  keep  j^ou  a  prisoner."  I  immediately  put 
the  chief  in  a  room,  and  put  a  sentinel  over  him. 

Question.  When  was  '*  Red  Iron"  released,  and  how  was  he  treated 
during  his  confinement? 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  he  was  released  the  follow- 
ing day.  During  his  confinement  he  was  treated  with  lenity,  so  far  as 
'was  consistent  with  secure  keeping. 

Question.  What  was  the  effect  of  his  movements  on  the  other  chieis» 
prior  to  his  arrest,  so  far  as  you  observed  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  In  Governor  Ramsey's  intercourse,  was  his  conduct  harsh 
and  tyrannical  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all,  so  far  as  I  observed. 

Question.  What  prevented  the  Indians  from  coming  in  to  have  th?ir 
*•  pay  rolls"  made  out? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  the  "annuity  payment"  take  place  immediately  after 
the  "  rolls  were  completed?" 

Answer.  I  believe  that  it  did. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  show  an  anxiety  with  the  chiefs  to 

ve  the  rolls  made  out? 

Xnswer.  1  believe  I  heard  him  urge  that  point  once  or  twice,  say- 

^^he  payment  could  not  take  place  until  they  were  completed. 
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Question.  Was  "Red  Iron"  released  as  soon  as  his  soldiers  came  in 
and  informed  Governor  Ramsey  that  the  "  soldiers'  lodge  "  had  been 
destroyed,  or  broken  up  ? 

Answer.  The  day  after  "Red  Iron's"  arrest,  a  number  of  his  men 
came  in,  and  one,  said  to  be  the  brother,  told  Governor  Ramsey  tha: 
they  now  had  no  chief,  that  they  had  broken  up  the  "  lodge"  soon 
after  the  chief  was  released. 

Question.  What  was  your  understanding  of  what  the  clamor  arnon^: 
the  Indians  was  about? 

Answer.  I  believe  the  clamor  was  in  regard  to  the  amount  set  aside 
for  the  payment  of  their  debts.  I  got  this  impression  from  what  1 
heard  from  the  Indians  themselves. 


Hercules  L.  Dousman,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness  on  tlje 
part  of  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside? 

Answer.  At  Prairie  du  Chien,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

Question.  Have  you  resided  in  the  Indian  country,  and  how  long? 

Answer.  I  was  born  in  the  Indian  country,  and  have  resided  there 
ever  since,  or  until  Wisconsin  was  sold  by  the  Indians. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  at  the  treatv  in 
July,  1851? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  During  the  pendency  of  that  treaty,  did  you  hear  the 
chiefs  and  headmen  acknowledge  their  indebtedness  to  their  traders? 

Answer.  The  amount  due  to  the  traders  was  talked  of  on  several 
occasions  in  the  presence  of  several  of  the  chiefs  and  the  traders.  The 
aggregate  amount  was  not  to  my  knowledge  stated,  but,  that  it  was  a 
large  amount.  The  Indians  and  traders  agreed  upon  the  sum  of 
$210,000,  in  full  discharge  of  all  theii  indebtedness,  although  the  claims 
were  greater  than  that  amount. 

Question.  Were  the  chiefs  generally  present  when  this  agreemem 
was  made  between  the  Indians  and  the  traders? 

Answer.  I  should  think  a  majority  of  them  were. 

Question.  Were  the  traders  generally  present? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  most  of  the  principal  traders. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  "treaty"  and  "Trader?* 
Paper"  were  signed  by  the  Indians? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Had  the  "  Traders'  Paper"  been  explained  to  them  at  aay 
time  before  it  was  signed  ? 

Answer.  On  the  morning  previous  to  the  signing  of  the  treaty  the 
Indians  had  a  "  council"  at  a  tent  near  the  "  council  house,"  were  the 
object  was  to  explain  it.  Whether  it  was  explained  or  not  I  do  ntf 
know. 

Question.  When  they  left  that  tent  where  did  they  go  to  ? 

Answer.  Directly  to  the  "  council  house." 

Question.  By  what  authority  was  the  $210,000  distributed  afr*^ 
the  traders  ? 
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Answer.  By  agreement  between  the  Indians  and  the  traders  that 
they  would  take  that  amount.  .^ 

Question.  Who  made  the  distribution  V 

Answer.    There    was   a    committee    appointed   by   the   traders   to 
*    <livide  it. 
V        Question.  Was  this  distribution  a  fair  and  equitable  one  1 

Answer.  It  was,  under  all  the  circumstances. 
K.        Question.  Was  there  any  amount  set  apart  for  their  half-breed  rela- 
tions? 
j;        Answer.  Yes  ;  there  w  ere  forty  thousand  dollars,  ($40,000.) 
%         Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Stoux  in  the 
fall  of  ia52  V 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  the  "soldiers'  lodge"  at 
Traverse  des  Sioux,  and  by  whom  was  it  established  ? 

Answer.  The  "  soldiers'  lodge"  was  established  when  I  got  there. 
All,  or  nearly  all,  the  soldiers  who  belong  to  Red  Iron's  band  w^ere 
there.  I  saw  "  Red  Iron"  at  the  head  of  his  men,  parading  up  and 
down ;  I  mean  that  they  were  going  in  a  body  from  place  to  place, 
from  lodge  to  lodge,  and  from  trading-house  to  trading-house. 

Question.  What  was  their  conduct  and  manner  on  that  occasion  1 

Answer.  It  was  considered  calculated  to  intimidate  the  Indians,  and 
was  more  rude  towards  the  whites  than  Indians  are  in  tiie  habit  of 
using  towards  the  white  people. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  Indians  approach  Captain  Monroe's  com- 
pany of  United  States  soldiers  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  They  W(Te  all  armed,  and  came  down  with  every 
demonstration  tlmt  usually  is  made  by  Indians,  hallooing,  &c.,  and  all 
apprehended  that  there  would  be  a  conflict.  I  Jilso  saw  tlie  soldiers 
dnve  off  the  Indians  from  around  lodges  in  the  evening,  for  what  pur- 
pose I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Were  you  present  in  a  council  where  "  Red  Iron"  and 
his  band  met  Governor  Ramsey,  and  what  was  their  conduct  at  that 
lime  ? 

Answer.  The  council  was  held  in  a  small  room  of  the  governor's, 
and  I  was  on  the  outside.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement 
among  the  young  men,  and  a  good  deal  of  violent  talking,  but  I  could 
not  understand  them  from  my  knowledge  of  Indian  character. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Governor  Ramsey's  having  frequently 
sent  for  the  chiefs  to  come  into  council  i 

Answer.  I  heard  Governor  Ramsey  on  several  occasions  tell  mes- 
sengers to  go  and  call  in  the  chiefs. 

Question.  Did  yjou  know  his  object  in  having  them  brought  inV 

Answer.  To  have  them  come  in  and  have  the  "  rolls"  taken,  and  to 
get  their  "  annuity"  money. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  come  when  sent  forV 

Answer.  No ;  they  did  not  come  in  a  body,  tliey  came  in  one  at  a 
time. 

Question.  What  reason  did  they  assign  for  not  coming  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  on  two  or  three  different  occasions  that  the  reason 
why  the  chiefs  did  not  come  in  was  that  their  bands  were  small,  and 
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that  they  did  not  want  to  do  an3rthing  without  them ;  that  their  bands 
i}Ot  being  there  they  could  not  cope  with  the  "  soldiers'  lodge." 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Governor  Ramsey's  having  sent  for 
"  Red  Iron  ?" 

Answer.  I  think  he  sent  by  Lieutenant  Kelton,  and  once  or  twice 
beside  that,  requesting  him  to  come  in,  as  he  wished  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.     He  did  not  come  when  sent  for,  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Were  you  there  when  he  was  brought  in  by  a  detachmcm 
of  United  States  soldiers  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  occurred  after  he  was  brought  before  Governor 
Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Governor  Ramsey  asked  him  why  he  did  not  come 
in  when  he  sent  for  him.  He  replied,  that  he  was  prevented  from 
coming  by  the  soldiers  of  his  bana.  The  governor  said  that  he  had 
behaved  badly,  and  that  he  should  have  come  when  he  sent  for  him; 
that  he  did  not  treat  the  government  officers  with  proper  respect ;  that 
if  he  could  not  control  his  soldiers,  there  ought  to  be  some  one  at  the 
head  of  the  band  who  could  do  it.  The  governor  then  told  him  thai 
he  should  keep  him  in  confiement  until  the  "  soldiers'  lodge"  was 
disbanded  jmd  broken  up.  He  was  then  put  in  confinement  ia  a  house 
near  where  we  all  resided.  I  think  that  he  was  released  the  next  day, 
but  I  am  not  positive.  He  was  well  treated  during  his  confinement, 
and  was  full  as  well  off  as  any  of  us,  if  not  better. 

Question.  How  soon  were  the  Indians  paid  their  "  annuities"  after 
the  "  pay  rolls"  were  completed  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  paid  as  soon  as  Major  McLean  said  he 
had  completed  the  "  rolls." 

Question.  What  took  place  between  Governor  Ramsey  and  Major 
McLean  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  Governor  Ramsey  ask  Major  McLean  if  he  had 
completed  his  "  rolls." 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Governor  Ramsey  was  anxious  to 
have  the  "  pay  rolls"  made  out? 

Answer.  I  heard  him  several  times  express  great  anxiety  to  have 
them  made  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

Question.  Look  at  the  power  of  attorney  on  Senate  Doc.  No.  29, 
pages  29  and  30,  and  say  whether  you  are  a  subscribing  witness  to 
that  paper  or  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  was  a  subscribing  witness,  and  explained  it  to  those 
who  could  not  speak  English. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Joseph  Rienville  presenting  an  accouDi 
against  the  upper  Indians,  and  did  ne  swear  to  it  it^  your  presence. 

Answer.  I  saw  Governor  Ramsey  swear  him  to  the  account. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  treaty  at  Mendota  in  August^  1851 1 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  Indians,  during  the  pendency  ot  the 
treaty,  having  acKnowledged  an  indebtedness  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  I  know  that  the  matter  of  the  debts  due  by  the  Med-a-wa- 
kan-toaii  bands  was  the  subject  of  frequent  conversation. 
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Question.  Was  any  amount  fixed  upon  which  the  traders  agreed  to 
receive  in  full  acquittance  of  their  debts  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  from  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  What  amount  of  indebtedness  did  the  Indians  acknow- 
ledge ? 

Answer.  After  the  treaty  was  signed,  there  was  a  "council"  held 
between  the  traders  and  the  Indians,  in  which  a  list  of  the  debts  was 
laid  before  the  Indians.  They  assented  to  most  of  them,  but  some 
they  objected  to.  The  amount  they  assented  to  in  that  "  council"  ex- 
ceeded 8100,000,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  say  anything  to  you  about  any  provision 
being  m£ide  for  their  traders  ? 

Answer.  I  never  had  any  conversation  with  them  on  that  subject. 

Question.  From  your  long  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  what  is  your 
opinion  of  their  veracity ;  and  would  it  make  any  difference  whether 
they  were  sworn  or  not  ? 

Answer.  With  most  Indians  I  should  think  it  would  make  very  little 
difference  whether  they  were  sworn  or  not ;  and  it  would  not  prevent 
them  from  teUing  a  falsehood,  if  it  would  subserve  their  interest. 

Question.  Would  you  believe  an  Indian  on  oath,  if  he  had  either 
feeling  or  interest  in  the  matter  i 

Answer.  I  would  not,  if  he  had  deep  feeling  or  interest. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  confederate  with  Governor  Ramsey  to  absorb 
the  whole  fund,  to  the  exclusion  of  meritorious  creditors  ? 

Answer.  No ;  neither  with  Governor  Ramsey  or  anybody  else,  nor 
of  any  part  of  the  fund,  in  any  manner  whatever. 

Question.  Will  you  explain  why  your  name  appears  in  connexion 
with  Mr.  Baillev's  on  the  traders'  distribution  list  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Bailley  had  charge  of  an  ^^  outfit  ^^  at  Mendota,  to  trade 
with  the  Sioux  Indians  up  to  1834.  Mr.  Bailley  preseated  the  account 
in  the  name  of  "Bailley's  outfit."  I  acted  ps  the  agent  of  the  "Ameri- 
can Fur  Company  "  in  that  matter,  and  represented  their  interest  at 
that  time,  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  this  particular  transaction. 

Question.  Why  was  the  account  presented  by  Mr.  Sibley,  as  agent 
for  the  American  Fur  Company,  sworn  to  you  by  you  ? 

Answer.  Up  to  1834  the  "  outfits  "  to  the  Sioux  country  were  made 
at  Prairie  du  Chien.  I  was  knowing  to  the  different  "  outfits,"  and  the 
accounts  were  rendered  to  me  by  the  different  clerks  from  1826  to 
1834,  the  lime  T  was  in  the  country. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  claims  that  were  presented  against 
the  upper  bands  that  were  excluded  1 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  traders'  claims  prior  to  the  year 
1851  that  were  not  presented  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  from  1821  to  1851. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  acts  of  harshness,  menace,  or  crueltj- , 
on  the  part  of  Governor  Ramsey  to  induce  them  to  sign  receipts,  or  to 
pay  their  debts  ? 

Answer.  No ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  bribes,  or  presents,  or  offers,  of  any 
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improper  inducements,  to  get  these  chie&  to  sign  receipts,  or  to  pay 
their  debts  to  the  traders? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  chiefs,  either  in  or  out  of  council, 
ever  applying  to  Governor  Ramsey  to  appoint  arbitrators,  or  any  other 
person  or  persons,  to  examine  into  the  correctness  of  the  traders'  ac- 
counts* 

Answer.  I  never  was  present  where  any  such  proposition  was  made. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  chiefs  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  or 
Mendota,  or  the  agency,  demand  the  money  of  (Jovemor  Ramsey  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  "  Limping  Devil,"  and  one  or  two  others,  come  in 
and  have  a  council,  in  which  they  said  to  Grovemor  Ramsey,  that  they 
wanted  all  the  money  put  on  the  floor,  as  they  wanted  to  see  the  \rhc4e 
of  it,  and  that  they  might  tell  what  to  do  with  it.  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  being  present  at  any  other  time.  Governor  Ramsey  asked  them  if 
they  wanted  their  "  annuity  money,"  and  they  said  ••  they  wamied  all 
that  wcu  coming  to  them — the  whole  of  their  money. 

Question.  Had  the  whole  of  this  money  been  paid  into  the  hands 
of  the  Indians,  would  they  have  settled  their  anairs,  paid  their  just 
engagements,  and  retained  a  sufficient  sum  for  their  removal  and  sub- 
sistence i 

Answer.  If  the  whole  amount  had  been  paid  to  them  in  balk,  it 
would  have  produced  a  great  dissention  amon?  them — quarrelling  and 
fighting — ^and  I  think  it  very  questionable  whether  they  would  have 

faid  any  of  their  engagements ;  and  as  to  their  removal  and  subsistence, 
think  they  would  have  been  difl[erent  from  any  Indians  I  know  any- 
thing about,  if  they  had  kept  any  for  a  iiiture  day.  I  think  they  would 
have  spent  it  all. 

Question.  Were  you  present,  or  did  you  hear  (Jovemor  Ramsey  tell 
any  of  the  chiefs  that  he  would  not  pay  their  *^  annuities,"  or  release 
their  prisoners,  unless  they  signed  certain  receipts  to  pay  their  debts  to 
the  traders? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  drunken  Indians  about  Mendota,  whil^^ 
you  were  there? 

Answer.  No.  I  was  pretty  much  all  the  time  about  Mendota,  almost 
every  day. 

Question.  Did  3'ou  ever  hear  any  one  say,  that,  unless  the  traders 
signed  a  power  of  attorney  to  Hugh  Tyler,  that  the  money  would  be 
paid  directly  to  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  remark  made  in  the  presence  of 
Governor  Ramsey,  by  Hugh  Tyler,  "  damn  them,  I  think  we  will 
fetch  them;  we  will  commence  paying  a  few,"  &c? 

Answer.  Hugh  Tyler,  Governor  Ramsey,  and  myself,  slept  up  stairs 
jit  Mr.  Huggins's,  and  we  were  frequently  up  there  together,  and  mny 
have  come  down  together ;  but  I  never  heard  that  remark  made.  I 
may  have  walked  right  out. 
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HE&cuiiBS  L.  DovsiiANf  cross-exaaiined  by  the  government  com* 
missioners. 

Question.  Did  you  have  to  pay  a  pec  centage  on  your  claims  to 
Hugh  Tyler? 

Answer.  I  paid  ^^Jifteen^^  per  cent,  on  a  small  claim. 

Question.  Were  you,  before  the  treaties  of  1851)  interested  with  the 
*'  American  Fur  Company,"  as  a  partner  in  any  way? 

Answer.  Yes.     From  1834  to  1841.     The  "American  Fur  Com- 

gany"  then  closed  up  its  concerns,  and  transferred  their  business  to 
ierre  Chouteau,  jr.,  and  Co.,  and  I  was  there  interested  with  the  lat- 
ter company,  from  1841  to  1846,  as  a  partner  and  factor  both.  I  re- 
ceived a  part  of  the  prc^ts,  and  a  salary  besides. 

Question.  Was  you  interested  in  the  claim  presented  by  H.  H.  Sib- 
ley, as  agent  for  the  "American  Fur  Company,"  for  $144,000? 

Answer.  The  claim  belonged,  when  I  closed  in  1841,  exclusively  to 
them,  but  by  a  subsequent  agreement,  I  was  to  get  a  share  in  the 
amount  collected  for  my  services  in  collecting  the  claim,  and  iu  attend- 
ing to  it.  The  claims  from  1841  to  1846  I  relinquished  to  Pierre 
ChouteaU)  jr.,  and  Cok»  and  had  no  interest  in  them. 

Question.  What  was  to  be  done  with  the  per  centage  collected  from 
the  traders  and  half-breeds  by  Hugh  Tyler  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  it  was  to  be  appUed  to  the  payment  of  Mr. 
Tyler  for  his  services  in  the  procuring  tne  ratification  of  the  treaty* 
and  such  other  aid  as  he  could  render  in  the  Territory ;  also,  for  the 
payment  of  agents  and  attorneys  in  Washington  city,  and  also  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  in  procuring  the  ratification  of  the  amendments  to  the 
treaty. 

Answer.  Was  not  some  of  it  to  be  paid  for  securing  to  H.  H.  Sib- 
ley, or  his  representatives,  the  sum  of  $200,000,  out  of  the  monies  to 
be  paid  under  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  of  July  23,  1851  ? 

Answer.  No.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  of  the  per  centage  being 
paid  for  that  purpose- 
Question.  Was  not  the  sum  of  $13,000  paid  to  some  person  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  to  H.  H.  Sibley,  or  his  representatives,  the  sum  of 
$200,000,  under  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  of  July  23,  1861? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  it  paid.  It  may  have  been  paid,  but  I  never 
paid  it,  or  received  it,  or  saw  it  paid,  nor  was  it  paid  to  any  person 
connected  with  the  Indian  department. 

Question.  Did  such  a  sum  or  some  part  of  it  come  into  your  hands 
lor  the  use  or  credit  of  any  other  person  on  such  account,  or  for  such 
services  ? 

Answer.  I  answer  no. 

Question.  Was  not  the  sum  of  $10,000,  or  some  part  of  that  sum, 
paid  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  in  writing? 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer,  for  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  there  a  contract  entered  into  in  writing  between  any 
})erson  or  persons  to  give  to  one  of  the  contracting  parties  the  sum  of 
$10,000  to  obtain  from  the  chiefs  such  authority  in  writing  as  would 
enable  H.  H.  Sibley,  or  his  legal  representatives,  to  obtain  from  the 
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United  States  the  sum  of  $200,000,  in  paynaent  and  discharge  of  the 
indebtedness  by  the  Indians,  parties  to  the  treaties  of  1851  ? 

Answer.  '*  1  decline  to  answer  this  question^  under  the  advice  <^cownsdP 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  tell  you  that  he  had  deposited  the 
Sioux  money,  under  the  treaties  of  1851,  in  any  bank  in  the  city  of 
New  York^ 

Answer.  He  did.  He  said  he  deposited  it  all,  except  what  he  brought 
"  with  him,  in  the  Merchants'  bank  of  New  York  and  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce. 

Question.  How  much  paper  money  did  he  bring  with  him  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  hirr  say  how  much. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Hugh  Tyler  say  who  were  the  em- 
ployed agents  in  Washington  to  secure  the  ratification  of  the  treaties  of 
1851  i 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Was  any  of  this  per  centage  paid  to  persons  assisting  to 
get  the  necessary  papers  signed  by  the  Indians  to  settle  up  these  Sioui 
payments  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  pay  it  myself;  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  it  was 
so  paid  for  this  purpose,  and  to  procure  the  ratification  of  the  treaties. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  know  that  employed  agents  were 
at  work  in  procuring  the  recognition  of  debts  to  the  traders  by  the  In- 
dians, and  to  get  the  necessary  papers  prepared  for  that  purpose? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  Governor  Ramsey  knew  of  any  person 
being  so  employed  except  Mr.  Tyler. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Hugh  Tyler  ever  deposited  the 
proceeds  of  that  per  centage  in  any  bank  or  other  place,  in  any  of  the 
States,  from  what  Tyler  himself  or  his  employees  told  you,  or  from 
what  you  know  yourself  personally  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  on  the  subject. 

Question.  The  per  centage  amounted,  as  is  estimated,  to  near  IGOr 
000.  Now,  did  the  treaties  and  the  incidents  of  its  ratification,  in  your 
judgment,  cost  that  sum,  or  the  half  of  it,  if  employed  in  a  proper 
manner? 

Answer.  There  was  but  a  small  portion  of  it  paid  out  in  this  countir. 
What  amount  was  paid  out  in  Washington,  or  how  it  was  spent,  I  do 
not  know.     I  don't  know  what  these  things  cost  in  Washington  city. 


S.  R.  RiGGS,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness  on  the  part  of  Grovernor 

Ramsey.  % 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 
Answer.  At  Lac  qui  Parle. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  among  the  Sioux  Indians? 
Answer.  Sixteen  years  past. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  and  write  the  Dakota  or  Sioux  language  I' 
Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Were  you  employed  by  Commissioners  Lea  and  Ramsey 
at  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  1851  ? 
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Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  witness  the  signing  of  a  paper  by  the  Indians  at 
the  same  time  they  signed  the  treaty? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  tlie  oilier  paper  if 

Answer.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  the  $275,000,  or  that 
portion  of  it  which  went  to  the  traders  and  half-breeds. 

Question.  When  they  signed  this  paper  did  the  Indians  understand  it? 

Answer.  I  think  tlie  chiefs  and  a  major  part  of  the  braves  did. 

Question.  Did  you  know  the  contents  of  that  paper  when  you  signed 
it ;  and  in  your  talks  with  the  Indians,  in  the  councils  which  you  at- 
tended, did  you  interpret  to  them  that  the  object  of  the  $275,000  was 
for  the  payment  of  their  debts,  for  their  half-brejcds,  and  for  their  re- 
moval and  subsistence,  and  did  they  so  understand  and  agree  to  it? 

Answer.  I  never  had  read  or  seen  that  pa|X'r  when  I  signed  it,  but 
I  supposed  I  knew  it  to  be  a  paper  making  arrangements  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  that  portion  of  the  $275,000  which  went  to  the  traders  and 
half-breeds.  In  my  talks  with  tlie  Indians,  at  the  councils  which  I  at- 
tended at  their  own  lodg(*s,  I  did  interpret  to  them  that  the  object  of 
the  $275,000  was  for  their  trjiders,  half-breeds,  and  for  their  removal 
and  subsistence.     I  think  they  understood  it,  and  they  agreed  to  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  councils  being  held  in  which  the  traders' 
claims  and  thc^  matter  of  the  Traders'  Paper  were  before  them  for 
consideration  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  such  councils  were  being  held,  for  I  was  invited  to 
attend  them  by  Indian  chiefs  and  half-breeds,  but  declined. 

Question.  Will  you  state  any  conversations  held  with  the  chiefs,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  payment  of  their  del)ts  and  the  division  of  the  mom^y 
set  apart  for  the  traders  1 

Answer.  It  is  two  years  or  more  sinc(i  1  talked  witli  them.  I  re- 
member a  conversation  I  had  with  Big  Curly  Head,  of  various  appli- 
cations made  to  him,  on  th(;  part  of  halt-breeds  and  some  of  the  smaller 
traders,  desiring  him  to  secun*  to  thmu  a-^  larire  a  part  of  this  money 
(the  $275,000)  as  he  could. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  of  th(*  chiefs  after  the  treaty  say  that 
they  had  mmie  an  arrangement  with  the  traders,  by  which  the  traders 
were  to  divide  tlie  money  among  themselves  i 

Answer.  I  heard  Sleepy  Eyes  say  that,  as  they  had  now  made  an 
arrangement  with  the  traders  to  pay  then*  debts,  he  hoped  that  they 
Avould  not  charge  such  high  prices  for  their  goods  in  future.  The  Or- 
phan said  something  to  the  same  effect.  This  was  in  the  council  at  the 
signing  of  the  treaty.  I  heard  Big  Curly  Head  and  his  men  talk  of  the 
matter  as  being  settled. 

Question.  Were  the  chiefs  generally  present  when  Sleepy  Eyes 
spoke  as  you  have  stated  ? 

Answer.  They  were,  or  all  that  were  there. 

Question.  Was  Big  Curly  Head  present  at  the  payment  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux  in  the  fall  of  1852? 
Answer.  He  was  not 

Question.  See  page  112  of  the  manuscript  copy  of  evidence  taken 
by  the  committee  of  the  United  States  Sienate,  ana  the  receipt  or  direc* 
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tion  of  Big  Curly  Head  at  Lac  qui  Parle,  as  witnessed  by  you  and 
Lorenzo  Lawrence,  and  say  how  that  paper  came  to  be  made. 

Answer.  On  or  about  the  13th  of  January,  1853,  Big  Curly  Head 
and  four  of  his  principal  men  came  to  my  house  and  said  they  were  on 
a  matter  of  business ;  that  one  of  their  number  had  been  at  the  pay- 
ment at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  and  would  have  there  signed  the  paper 
which  the  governor  wished  them  to  sign,  in  regard  to  the  distributioD 
of  the  traders'  money,  but  had  been  prevented  from  doing  so  by  Red  Iron 
and  his  band;  and  that  now,  after  consultation  among  themselves,  they 
were  desirous  to  send  some  paper  signifying  their  assent  to  the  arrange- 
ment proposed,  if  any  further  arrangement  or  evidence  was  necessary, 
and  if  1  thought  it  was  best.  I  told  them  that  it  was  a  matter  altogether 
between  themselves  and  the  traders  and  half-breeds ;  that  I  was  satis- 
fied the  traders  had  just  claims  against  them,  which  they  had  acknowl- 
edged, and  I  thought  it  was  their  duty  to  do  anything  necessary  to  the 
payment  of  that  monev,  to  meet  the  demands  against  them ;  and  that, 
although  I  should  not  have  suggested  it  to  them,  I  thought  it  was  right 
that  they  should  make  out  the  paper  as  they  proposed.  I  sent  the 
copy  to  Governor  Ramsey  which  is  found  on  the  page  and  paper 
above  referred  to. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  influences  being  used  to  induce  the 
Indians  to  sign  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  and  to  acknowledge  their  in- 
debtedness to  the  traders. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  anv. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  traders  and  Indians  having  agreed 
upon  the  sum  to  be  received,  in  full  acquitance  of  their  claims  aganist 
the  Indians ;  if  so,  what  amount  ? 

Answer.  I  did  know,  prior  to  the  treaty,  the  precise  part  of  the 
$275,000  which  was  to  be  paid  to  the  traders. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  a  council  being  held  ajter  the  treaty,  for 
the  purpose  of  distributing  the  ''  half-breed  money  1 

Answer.  I  knew  such  a  council  was  held,  but  I  was  not  preseDt* 

Question.  What  is  the  influence  of  the  "  braves  "  over  their  ch]e&? 

Answer.  The  power  of  the  "  braves"  is  always  greater  than  that  of 
the  chiefs.  They  consider  the  land'  as  belonging  to  them ;  and  I  sup- 
pose they  can,  at  any  time,  when  any  considerable  number  of  them  are 
united,  compel  their  cliiefs  to  do  as  they  think  best. 

Question.  From  your  long  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  what  is  your 
opinion  of  their  veracity ;  and  would  it  make  any  diflference  whether 
they  were  sworn  or  not  ? 

Answer.  Their  being  sworn  would  make  no  difiereuce,  nor  woald  I 
believe  them  if  they  supposed  they  had  an  interest  at  stake.  I  speak 
generally,  but  there  may  be  exceptions.  A  chiefs  popularity  ooo- 
sists  in  his  ability  to  beg  and  lie,  and  make  ''  feasts." 

Question.  As  a  gener^  thing  will  one  chief  follow  another  in  vbitf 
he  says  or  does,  when  in  "council"  together. 

Answer.  They  are  very  much  in  fear  of  each  other ;  and  consider  the 
person  taking  the  first  step  as  the  author  or  originator  of  the 
proposition,  and  hold  him  responsible  for  the  act ;  although  they  gene- 
rally follow  without  hesitation. 

Question.  Had  the  money  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  lodbas^ 
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would  they  have  settled  their  affairs,  paid  their  engagements,  and  re- 
tained a  sufficient  amount  for  their  removal  and  subsistence  ? 

Answer-  I  do  not  think  they  would.  I  think  they  could  not  have 
made  any  division  among  themselves.  They  would  not  have  paid  but 
a  very  small  portion  of  it  to  any  of  the  traders.  I  think  they  would  not 
bave  made  anything  like  an  equitable  division  among  the  "  half-breeds ; " 
Bwd  it  would  have  resulted  in  fighting  and  bloodshed. 

Question.  Why  is  it  that  where  the  papers  are  executed  at  different 
times  the  names  of  different  chiefs  appear  to  them  ? 

Answer.  Because  they  have  never  all  been  present  at  any  one  time. 
At  the  treaty  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  there  was  but  one  northern  See- 
iee-toan  present,  (the  "Orphan." 

Question.  In  his  intercourse  with  the  Indians  has  Governor  Ramsey's 
:x>nduct  been  harsh  and  cruel,  or  otherwise  ? 

Answer.  It  has  been  generally  kind. 

6.  R.  RiGGS,  cross-examined  by  the  government  commissioners. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  ilie  chiefs  in  "open  council"  direct 
Gfovernor  Ramsey  to  pay  to  the  traders  $210,000,  under  the  treaty  of 
the  23d  of  July,  1851  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  the  chiefs  "  in  open  council,"  after  they 
bad  signed  this  "  Traders'  Paper,"  and  before  Governor  Ramsey  haa 
left  Traverse  des  Sioux,  tell  nim  that  they  had  a  paper  which  pro- 
tested against  the  payment  of  the  money  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  I  never  dud. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  a  "jwofc*/"  signed  by  the  chiefs  and 
beadmen,  protesting  against  the  payment  of  the  traders? 

Answer.  I  never  dia. 

Question.  Was  the  paper  signed  by  you  as  a  witness,  and  called  the 
"Traders*  Paper,"  ever  explained  to  the  Indians  in  "open  council," 
uJkere  they  signed  it,  and  when  they  signed  it? 

Answer.  It  was  not  explained  to  them  lohere  they  signed  it,  or  when 
they  signed  it.     The  {:ircumstances  of  the  case  prevented  it. 

Question.  Was  the  list  or  schedule  of  the  amounts  to  be  paid  to  the 
traders  attached  to  that  paper  when  you  witnessed  it,  or  when  the 
Indians  signed  it? 

Answer.  It  was  not. 

Question.  Did  you  not  think  when  you  first  signed  it,  and  did  you 
aot  say  so,  that  you  thought  it  was  a  copy  of  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  I  never  said  so,  or  thought  so. 

Question.  Did  you  aid  the  traders  in  getting  the  Indians  to  si^  it? 

Answer.  I  believe,  in  one  or  two  instances,  I  said  lo  an  individual  or 
Individuals,  "  they  say  you  will  sign  this  also." 

Question.  Did  you  hav(i  a  claim  as  a  trader  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Was  not  you  allowed  on  that  "Traders'  Pajicr"  the  sum 
:>f  eight  hundred  dollars,  or  about  that  sum  ? 

Answer.  The  ^^  American  Board  of  Foreign  Missions"  had  a  claim 
sigainst  the  tqfper  Indians,  for  some  cattle  killed   by  the  Indians,  of 
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between  eight  mid  nine  hundred  dollars,  which  was  banded  in  at  i 
time  of  the  treaty,  and  eight  hundred  dollars  was  allowed  upon  il. 

Question.  Did  the  traders  not  tell  3'ou  that  this  claim  should 
allowed,  if  you  would  aiisist  in  getting  the  Indians  to  sign  that  paj 
and  for  other  sfr\-ices  1 

Answer-  They  ne^■er  told  nie  anything  of  the  kind.  They  told 
they  would  lake  the  paper,  and  it  should  tare  as  the  rest  of  the  cbi 
I  never  was  offered  any  bribe  or  anything  of  tlie  kind. 

Question.  Who  told  you  to  stand  by  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  anc 
jxiint  the  Indians  to  it  to  be  signed  ? 

Answer.  No  one  told  me  so ;  and  I  did  not  do  it,  except  in  thf 
stances  above  idluded  to. 

Question.  Who  paid  the  money  to  ynu  which   was  allowed  on  1 
',  Traders'  Paper:? 

Answer.  Mr.  H.  H.  Sibley. 

Question.  In  what  kind  of  funds  were  you  paidt 

Answer.  What  I  n'ceived   personally  was   paid  in    New  York 
;  ■  hank  notes. 

'   ]  Question.  Voii  say  thai    the    Indians  were    told    by  you  thu 

1  8275,000  was  to  pay  their  traders,  &c.     Now,  was  not   that  fte/orr 

.  .         .  ;  treaty  was  signed  1 

kj      j  !    ■  Answer.  Yes.  I  wjtiicxplaJning  that  [mrliou  of  the  treaty  at  ibeli 

'*         '  Question.  Do  you  believe  that  a  Dakota  or  Sioux   Indi;m  ought  * 

to  be  paid  large  sums  of  money  f 

Answer.  No;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  the  law  wrong  to  pay  Indians  pera^ 

Answer.  Not  if  the  distribution  is  made  by  the  agent. 

Question.  The  treaty  provides  that  this  8275,000  shall  be  paid 
the  chiets,"  in  such  manner  ha  tUey  liereajier  In  **open  council"  il 
request.  Now,  if  they  in  "open  council"  did  request  Governor  ft 
sey  to  pay  this  money  to  themselves,  ought  it  to  have  been  so  paid 

Answer.  It  ought  to  have  been  done  in  order  to  fulfill  the  literal '. 
guage  of  the  treaty  ;  but  it  could  not  have  been  done  without  ew 
gcring  both  prtmerty  and  lile. 

Question.  Were  not  the  Indians,  both  before  and  at  the  time  of 
treaty,  unitbrmly  given  to  understand  that  the  8275,000  mentiooe 
th<^  treatVi  lem  the  amount  for  removal  and  subsistence,  was  far 
benefit  of  the  traders  and  hall-brecds  alone ;  and  that  they  (the  Indii 
had  no  further  control  over  it* 

Answer.  Yes,  they  certainly  were. 

Question.  Wa.s  the  money  paid  according  to  the  first  clause  and 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  23d  July,  1851? 

Answer.  It  was  not  so  paid ;  but  it  was  paid  according  lo  the  0 
mon  uadcrstandin^  at  the  time. 

Question.  Did  Governor  llainsey  know  that  the  traders  expa 
to  get  all  this  8275,000,  except  enough  for  the  removal  and  subsiste 
for  the  first  year. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know . 
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Dr.  Thomas  Fostbr,  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness  on  the  part  of 

Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  July, 
1861? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  In  what  capacity  did  you  attend  the  treaty  of  1851  ? 

Answer.  I  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  commissioners  at  Wash- 
ington city  in  the  fall  of  1850,  and  in  that  capacity  attended  all  the  ne- 
gotiations with  the  Sioux  Indians  at  both  treaties. 

Question.  Were  you  present  any  time  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  when 
the  chiefs  **  in  council "  admitted  their  indebtedness  to  their  traders  ? 

Answer.  1  was  at  various  times.  The  Indians,  traders,  and  com- 
missioners were  together. 

Question.  What  was  said  in  those  '*  councils  If'" 

Answer.  The  Indians  spoke  of  having  incurred  large  debts  to  their 
traders,  through  a  series  of  years ;  and  that  they  had  promised  to  pay 
them  when  they  sold  their  land.  The  Indians  admitted  the  claims  of 
their  traders  to  a  very  large  amount,  and  assented  to  the  amount  claim- 
ed by  the  traders  as  correct,  amounting  to  over  $400,000. 

Question.  Did  they  agree  to  any  sum  which  was  to  be  received  in 
full  satistiiction  bv  their  traders  t 

Answer.  I  knew  that  the  Indians  agreed  to  allow  their  traders  in 
commutation  of  all  their  demands  in  full  the  sum  of  $250,000,  forty 
thousand  of  which,  however,  the  traders  were  lo  permit  to  go  to  the 
**  half-breeds." 

Question.  Was  the  **  Traders'  l^apor"  explained  to  lh(^  Indians  be- 
fore it  was  signed  by  them  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  heard. 

Question.  Were  either  it  or  the  treaty  explained  in  that  council 
where  it  was  signed  by  the  Indians  i 

Answer.  The  treaty  was  fully  and  clearly  explained  by  Mr.  Riggs, 
article  by  article,  and  also  read  to  them  from  a  translation  previously 
made  by  him  in  the  Dakota  language ;  but  I  did  not  hear  the  "  Traa- 
ers'  Paper"  explained  aloud,  nor  could  it  have  been  done  without 
iaterrupting  the  public  business. 

Question.  Did  they  sign  the  "  Traders'  Paper"  freely  and  volunta- 
rily ? 

Answer.  After  they  had  signed  the  treaty,  each  Indian  turned  away 
firom  the  commissioners'  table  and  went  in  the  direction  of  another  table 
ficveral  yards  distant,  at  which  sat  agent  McLean,  and  Joseph  R. 
Brown,  and  there  signed  the  "  Traders'  Paper."  Mr.  Brown  holding 
the  pen.  They  all  appeared  to  go  as  if  they  knew  what  was  to  do 
next,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  who  however  went  at  once  on  being 
spoken  to  by  the  traders  and  half-breeds  near  by.  There  were  two 
copies  of  the  treaty  signed  at  the  commissioners'  table;  /holding  the 
pen  for  the  Indians. 

Question.  After  the  treaty  was  signed  did  any  of  iht^  chiefs  speak  in 
the  council  ? 

Answer.  Three  cliiefs,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  spoke  after  the 
treaty  and  Traders'  Paper  were  signed,  to  wit :  "  Sleepy  Eyes,"  the 
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"  Orphan,"  and  "  Big  Curly  Head."  The  two  first  both  mainly  in 
reference  to  their  having  just  paid  their  debts.  Old  "  Sleepy  Eyes" 
said  they  had  now  wiped  out  their  debts ;  that  he  wanted  the  traders 
not  to  charge  the  Indians  so  much  hereafter  for  blankets,  shirts,  guns, 
and  provisions  ;  that  he  thought  ten  dollars  for  blankets  was  high.  The 
"  Orphan"  spoke  also  of  having  settled  their  debts,  and  used  the  words  : 
**  Father,  we  have  now  had  pity  on  our  traders  and  relations,  and  we 
want  you  to  have  pitv  on  us.  We  are  poor,  and  winter  will  soon  Ik^ 
here,  when  we  shall  be  very  hungry,  ana  we  want  you  to  try  and  send 
us  some  provisions  early." 

Question.  Were  the  chiefs  generally  present  1 

Answer.  They  were  pretty  much  all  present. 

Question.  When  was  the  distribution  of  the  half-breed  fimd  made? 

Answer.  That  evening,  soon  after  the  treaty  council  was  closed. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  Indians  sign  the  amendments  to 
to  the  treaty,  and  the  power  of  attorney  to  Governor  Ramsey,  datetl 
the  8th  September,  1852. 

Answer.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  of  September,  1852,  when  a 
chief  of  "  Lac  Traverse,"  with  some  of  his  soldiers,  came  in  to  sign  the 
amendments  and  power  of  attorney,  (the  chief  called  "  Burning  Earth," 
the  same  as  on  the  power  of  attorney.)  Governor  Ramsey  asked  the  in- 
terpretor  if  it  had  been  explained  to  him  ;  and  asked  the  chief  if  he  un- 
derstood what  he  was  about  to  do.  The  chief  said  he  understood  ii 
fully  ;  and  said  further  that  the  Indians  had  been  a  gre««t  deal  troubled 
about  the  "  hand  money  ;"  that  they  were  glad  it  was  now  turned  over 
to  Governor  Ramsey  to  do  as  he  thought  fit  and  just ;  that  be  wanteil 
Governor  Ramsey  to  go  on  to  their  great  father  soon,  to  get  all  the 
money  and  pay  their  "  traders"  and  **  half-breeds  ;"  and  that  he  want- 
ed him  particularly  to  take  care  of  his  friend  and  relative  Xa>ner  Fra- 
nier,  who  was  sitting  by. 

Question.  What  (To  you  know  about  j'oung  "  Sleepy  Eyes"  beins 
made  a  chief. 

Answer.  Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  of  the  signing  of  the  treaty 
of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  old  "  Sleepy  Eyes,"  accompanietl  by  yotins 
"  Sleepy  Ej'es"  and  the  "  braves"  of  the  band,  came  to  the  cominis- 
sioners  "  marque,"  and  with  a  good  deal  of  ceremony  old  "  Sleepy  Eyes" 
stated  that  he  had  grown  old,  and  was  not  fit  to  discharge  properly  any 
longer  the  duties  of  chieftain ;  that  he  and  his  band  desired  that  yoanz 
"  Sleepy  E)'^cs"  might  be  recognized  as  a  chief  in  his  stead ;  wfaieb  re- 
quest the  commissioners,  through  Colonel  Luke  Lea,  acceeded  to. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  ibr 
fall  of  1852? 

Answer.  Having  been  appointed  as  physician  to  the  upper  Sioux  In- 
dians, I  proceeded  to  Traverse  des  Sioux  qarly  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, 1852,  and  was  there  when  Governor  Ramsey  and  Major  McLean 
arrived  to  make  the  payment. 

Question.  What  was  the  state  of  feeling  among  the  Indians  at  the 
time  thev  arrived  there  V 

Answer.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  Governor  Ram$e> 
arrived,  "  Limping  Devil,"  young  "  Sleepy  Eyes,"  the  **  Little  Rapids*' 
chief,  and  I  think  Otaketa,  with  a  number  of  their  braves  and  headmen. 
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called  at  Governor  llamsey's  office,  to  hold  a  "  council."  It  appeared 
that  it  was  mainly  a  visit  of  ceremony.  Governor  Ramsey  told  them 
to  come  next  day  and  have  iheir  "  annuity  rolls "  taken.  They  said 
they  would  come.  That  evening  Governor  Ramsey  was  called  out  by 
a  messenger,  and  told  that  there  was  di  fracas  going  on  at  young  "Sleepy 
Eyes*  "  lodge,  and  that  if  he  did  not  come  and  stop  it,  there  would  be 
bloodshed.  He  found  a  party  of  Indians  going  away ;  it  being  ex- 
plained to  the  governor,  that  it  was  a  party  of  '*  Red  Iron's"  soldiers', 
'wbo  had  come  there  to  punish  him  for  having  attended  a  council  that  after- 
noon. Governor  Ramsey  directed  the  interpreter  to  tell  them  that  he 
would  have  no  more  such  proceedings,  and  they  said  they  would  see 
him  the  next  day. 

Question.  Was  there  a  "  soldiers'  lodge"  established  there  at  that 
time? 

Answer.  There  was,  by  "  Red  Iron." 

Question.  What  was  the  effect  of  this  **  lodge"  on  the  business  of 
the  payment  generally  ? 

Answer.  To  intimidate  the  other  Indians  from  coming  to  be  enrolled 
as  they  had  promised,  or  from  coming  to  see  the  governor,  unless  they 
were  present.     It  had  the  effect  to  stop  all  business. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  a  "  council"  held  between  Governor 
Ramsey  and  Red  Iron  and  his  band? 

Answer.  I  was,  the  next  day,  when  "Red  Iron"  and  his  band  of 
soldiers,  "Big  Gun,"  and  "Limping  Devil,"  called  and  had  a  council 
at  the  governor's  room.  "Red  Iron's"  manner  was  very  violent,  and 
his  language  insolent ;  that  of  his  soldiers  the  same,  and  by  the  soldiers 
themselves  addressing  the  governor  in  a  violent  manner ;  until  at  length 
Grovemor  Ramsey  said  to  "Red  Iron,"  "You  and  your  soldiers  must 
behave  in  a  respectful  manner."  "  Red  Iron"  tlien  said  to  tlie  gov- 
ernor, "  We  want  you  to  lay  down  all  the  money  before  us ;  it  is  ours, 
and  you  know  very  well  that  the  President  has  told  you  to  do  so." 
Telling  Governor  Ramsey  also,  "You  belong  to  the  traders,"  and  much 
other  such  language  that  I  cannot  now  recollect. 

Question.  How  often,  to  your  knowledge,  did  Governor  Ramsey 
send  for  Red  Iron  to  come  to  council? 

Answer.  Three  times. 

Question.  Did  he  come  when  sent  fort 

Answer.  No ;  but  the  two  last  times  he  promised  to  come,  but  did 
not.  But  about  two  hours  after  the  time  he  had  set  to  come  in,  he 
-was  seen  parading  at  the  head  of  his  band  of  soldiers,  in  full  sight  of 
all  the  village.  When  they  found  that  he  was  not  coming,  he  was 
sent  for  and  brought  in  by  the  United  States  troops.  I  was  present 
when  he  was  brought  in.  Governor  Ramsey  asked  him  why  he  did 
not  come  when  he  had  been  so  repeatedly  sent  for.  "Red  Iron"  re- 
plied, that  his  soldiers  had  been  stopped  from  coming  with  him,  on  a 
tbrmer  day,  by  tlje  United  States  troops,  and  that  was  the  reason  he 
had  not  come.  (Governor  Ramsey  had  directed  that  not  more  than 
three  or  four  soldiers  should  come  with  a  chief,  on  account  of  the  dis- 
orderly conduct  of  Red  Iron's  soldiers  before.) 

Question*  Did  you  ever  hear  the  chiefs  tell  Governor  Ramsey  why 
they  did  not  come  to  council  when  he  sent  for  them? 
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Answer.  1  heard  the  chiefs — ^that  iS|  two  or  three  of  them — tell  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  that  the  reason  they  did  not  come  was  that  they  were 
afraid  of  Red  Iron's  soldiers.  I  heard  one  chief  tell  Governor  Ramsey 
to  send  for  his  troops. 

Question.  Was  "Red  Iron"  broken  of  his  chieftainship? 

Answer.  He  was;  and  Governor  Ramsey  said:  "-A  I  made  you  a 
chief,  at  the  time  of  the  treaty,  on  the  recommendation  of  your  friendM^  I  tup- 
posed  that  you  would  act  like  a  chief  and  restrain  your  people  from  bad 
and  disorderly  conduct ;  and  a4  you  have  not  so  done^  luUl  break  you  of  your 
chieftainship;  and  you  shall  remain  under  arrest  until  your  soldiers*  lodgt 
is  disbanded.^  ^ 

Question.  When  and  where  was  he  released? 

Answer.  The  next  day.  His  soldiers,  accompanied  by  all  the  chiefi 
on  the  prairie,  came  to  the  governor  to  beg  him  out,  stating  that  the 
"  soldiers'  lodge"  had  been  disbanded  and  broken  up.  Red  Iron  was 
brought  out,  and  said:  "I  have  been  badly  advised  by  white  men, 
and  promise  to  act  better  in  future."  He  was  then  discharged.  They 
then  commenced  taking  tlie  "rolls,"  and  continued  from  day  today 
until  they  finished ;  and  the  day  after  they  had  finished  the  payment 
took  place. 

Question.  Were  you  present  during  the  payment  when  Governor 
Ramsey,  Mr.  Dousman,  and  Hugh  Tyler  came  down  stairs  at  Mr. 
Huggins's,  when  Captain  Dodd  was  present ;  and  did  Hu^h  Tyler,  in 
your  presence,  remark,  "  damn  them,  I  think  we  will  fetch  them ;  we 
have  concluded  to  commence  paying  to  a  few,"  &c.  ? 

Answer.  Those  gentlemen  had  rooms  up  stairs  in  that  house,  and  I 
have  frequently  seen  them  passing  up  and  down  stairs  with  otbeis ; 
and  I  remember  seeing  Captain  Doda  there  sometimes ;  but  I  have  no 
recollection,  when  Captain  Dodd  and  I  were  present,  of  Mr.  Tyler 
making  such  remarks,  or  at  any  other  time. 

Question.  Was  the  payment  of  the  '*  annuities "  made  by  Hugh 
Tyler  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  ? 

Answer.  The  payment  was  made  by  agent  McLean,  assisted  by 
Mr.  Robertson,  and  Mr.  Tyler,  part  of  the  time  as  a  counter  merely, 
and  by  others. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  Indians  sign  the  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollar  receipt  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  i 

Answer.  I  witnessed  the  signing  of  that  receipt  by  one  chief — ^Wab- 
nok-soon-ta — of  the  Little  Rapids  band.  It  was  in  '*  open  council.'^ 
Governor  Ramsey  told  the  interpreter  to  be  particular  to  make  him 
understand  what  he  was  about  dom^.  The  contents  of  the  paper  were 
repeated  to  him,  and  he  said  he  understood  it,  and  wanted  to  sign  it, 
wnich  he  did,  with  one  or  two  of  his  headmen. 

Question.  Why  was  he  the  only  chief  who  signed  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Because  he  desired  to  go  home,  for  the  reason  that  liis 
band  were  to  be  paid  at  the  "  Little  Rapids." 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  Merrick's  store,  on  the  morning  thai 
Governor  Ramsey  left  Traverse  des  Sioux,  after  the  payment,  when  a 
paper  was  put  into  the  governor's  hands ;  and  if  so,  state  what  o<> 
curred  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Ramsey  was  on  his  way  to  St.  Paul  in  a  sleigh 
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with  agent  McLean.  He  had  proceeded  half  the  length  of  the  village, 
and  stopped  at  Merrick's  store,  where  he  was  followed  in  by  a  number 
of  Indians  and  whites,  myself  along  with  the  rest-  I  stood  by  Gover- 
nor Ramsey  in  the  store,  when  a  paper  was  put  into  his  hand  by  an 
Indian,  who  commenced  speaking  to  him,  without  there  being  any  in- 
terpreter there.  Governor  Ramsey  called  out,  "  what  do  these  Indians 
want  ? — is  there  anybody  here  who  can  interpret  ?"  My  inipression  is 
tliat  a  young  "  half-breed  "  came  forward  and  interpreted.  The  Indian 
who  spoke  was  a  soldier,  known  as  **  the  man  \^ath  a  horn,"  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection.  He  said  nothing  of  the  paper  the  governor  held  in 
his  hand,  but  entirely  in  relation  to  provisions^  and  the  distribution.  The 
governor  said  that  he  could  not  now  stop  to  talk  with  him,  that  he  was 
on  his  way  to  St.  Paul,  and  that  their  agent  had  left  a  man  to  attend  to 
giving  out  provisions  to  them.  This,  to  the  best  of  iriy  recollection,  is 
all  that  occurred  in  the  store.  Governor  Ramsey  then  got  in  his  sleifi^h 
immediately,  and  drove  off.  No  talk  was  held  with  him  qfler  he  got  m 
the  sleigh. 

Question.  What  chiefs  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  were  in  favor  of  pay- 
ing the  money  into  their  own  liands ;  and  what  chiefs  were  opposed  to 
ity  and  in  favor  of  paying  it  as  it  was  paid,  if  any  ? 

Answer.  There  were  never,  at  any  time,  more  than  three  chiefs  in 
bvor  of  paying  the  money  into  their  own  hands,  to  wit :  "  Red  Iron," 
"  Big  Gun,"  and,  for  a  part  of  the  time,  "  Limping  Devil."  The  chiefs 
who  were  in  favor  of  paying  it,  as  it  was  paid,  were :  Wah-nok-soon- 
taby  young  **  Sleepy  Eyes,"  O-ta-ke-ta,  Wah-na-ta,  and  No-hope-ton. 
[  believe  that  these  were  all  the  chiefs  who  were  there  at  the  time. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  treaty  at  Mendota  in  August  1851  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  chiefs  in  council  with  the  traders 
make  any  acknowledgment  of  indebtedness  1 

Answer.  I  was  often  present  when  the  subject  of  debts  was  spoken 
off  and  heard  the  chiefs  frequently  acknowledge  their  indebtedness,  and 
expressed  their  intention  to  pay. 

Question.  What  sum,  if  any,  did  they  acknowledge  i 

Answer.  They  admitted  their  indebtedness  to  over  ninety  thousand 
dollars. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  sum  agreed  upon  between  the 
traders  and  Indians  in  full  satisfaction  of  their  indebtedness  ? 

Answer.  1  know  of  $90,000  being  agreed  upon  in  full  commutation 
of  the  traders'  claims,  and  my  impression  is,  that  the  half-breeds  were 
to  receive  a  part  of  it. 

Question.  How  did  the  Indians  expect  to  pay  this  $90,000  ? 

Answer.  By  the  sale  of  their  lands. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  say  so  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  treaty  of  Mendota  was  signed 
by  the  Indians  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  say  anything  in  the  council  where  the 
treaty  was  signed  in  reference  to  the  payment  of  their  debts  ? 
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Answer.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  conversation  in  relatioo  to  their 
debts  and  claims  upon  them. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  said  about  provision  being  made  for 
the  payment  of  these  debts  ? 

Answer.  There  was.     I  do  not  remember  the  exact  language. 

Question.  Did  you,  either  at  Mendota  or  Traverse  des  Sioux,  kno^ 
of  any  bribe,  promise,  inducement  of  any  kind,  or  reward,  being 
offered  or  given  by  Grovernor  Ramsey,  or  by  any  one  for  him,  to  any 
chief  or  chiefs,  of  either  band,  or  to  any  of  their  headmen,  to  sign 
receipts  or  vouchers,  or  of  any  other  papers,  or  to  permit  him  to  pay 
the  money  to  the  traders? 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  acts  of  oppression,  menace,  or  cruel 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  governor,  or  any  disguise  or  trick,  by  which 
the  chiefs,  or  any  of  them,  were  induced  to  sign  vouchers  or  receipts. 
or  to  give  their  consent  to  the  payment  of  their  debts  to  their  traders  t 

Answer.  I  know  of  nothing  of  the  kind ;  on  the  contrary,  I  often 
thought  him  too  easy  and  lenient. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  any  of  the  chiefs,  either  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux  or  Mendota,  in  or  out  of  council,  request  CJovemor  Ramsey 
to  appoint  arbitrators,  or  any  person  or  persons  to  examine  into  the 
correctness  of  the  traders*  accounts  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question.  Did  amajority  of  the  chiefs  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  at  any 
time,  make  a  demand  of  Governor  Ramsey  for  the  money  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Were  you  generally  present  at  the  councils  held  at 
Traverse  des  Sioux? 

Answer.  I  believe  I  was  at  all  of  them. 

Question.  What  is  the  power  of  the  "  braves*'  and  "  soldiers"  ovtT 
their  chiefs  ? 

Answer.  It  is  nearly  despotic.  Not  one  cliief  in  a  hundred  can  A* 
anything,  right  or  wrong,  when  they  forbid  it. 

Question.  Were  these  acknowledgements  of  indebtedness,  and  tin- 
agreement  to  pay  $90,000  to  the  traders  and  half-breeds  by  the  Med- 
a-wa-kan-toan  bands,  made  in  the  presence  of  the  commissioners  ¥ 

Answer.  Thev  were,  as  well  as  those  at  Traverse  des  Sioux. 

Doctor  Thomas  Foster,  cross-examined  by  the  government  commis- 
sioners. 

Question.  Did  the  Med-a-wa-kan-toan  chiefs  sign  a  paper  aotbor- 
izig  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  the  traders  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  chiefs  in  "open  council,"  qfier  tie 
treaty^t  request  CJovemor  Elamsey,  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  or  anywhere 
else,  to  pay  the  $90,000  or  the  9210,000  to  the  traders  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  further  than  I  have  already  stated. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Wah-na-ta,  No-hope-ton,  Wah-n<A-90oii-cah. 
young  "  Sleepy  Eyes,"  and  O-tak-e-tah,  in  "  open  council"  reqoesi 
Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  the  traders  $210,000  ? 
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Answer.  I  have  heard  some  of  them  publicly,  before  Governor  Ram- 
sey, acknowledge  their  satisfaction  with  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  and 
say  they  desired  it  carried  out.  These  declarations  were  made  when 
other  Indians  were  present,  and  other  whites,  (besides  Governor  Ram- 
ley,)  at  Governor  Ramsey's  room,  at  Traverse  des  Sioux.  These 
councils  were  generally  held  in  the  evening.  The  chiefs  came  at  that 
dllie  because  tney  were  afraid  of  "  Red  Iron's"  soldiers.  I  heard  each 
otie  say  so,  except  Wah-nok-soon-tah  and  Otak-e-ta. 

Question.  How  do  you  come  to  call  Wah-na-ta  a  chief  ? 

Answer.  By  the  fact  that  the  other  Indians  say  so ;  and  from  the  fact 
that  he  had  a  band  there ;  and  the  fact  that  his  father  was  a  chief,  and 
B^ed  Governor  Doty's  treaty  as  a  See-see-toan  chief. 

Question.  Was  not  Wah-na-ta  a  Yankton  chief? 

Answer.  I  believe  he  was  bom  a  Yankton,  but  intermarried  with  the 
Bce-see-toans  of  Lac  Traverse,  and,  according  to  Indian  custom,  be- 
dBLtne  a  member  of  the  band  into  which  he  married. 

Question.  How  do  you  make  No-hope-ton  a  chief  if 

Answer.  Because  he  was  generally  recognized  so  at  Traverse  des 
Bioux.  He  had  a  small  band  there,  and  has  a  still  larger  band  on  the 
rolls  at  the  agency. 

Question.  Was  he  recognized  as  a  chief  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  ? 

Answer.  He  was  not  there.  A  larce  portion  of  the  Indians  on  the 
plains  were  kept  back  from  the  treaty  by  the  weather  and  streams. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsev  make  anv  chiefs  at  Traverse  des 
Bioux  ? 

Answer.  He  made  Red  Iron;  that  is  all. 

Question.  Has  not  Red  Iron  a  very  large  band,  and  was  he  not  re- 
cognized by  his  band  as  a  chief  long  before  the  treaty? 

Answer.  He  was,  jls  I  understood,  the  head  of  the  village  at  Trav- 
erse des  Sioux,  and  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  chief  of  that  vil- 
lage, although  only  held  to  be  a  sub-chief  of^  Old  Sleepy  Eyes,  and 
part  of  his  band,  as  that  is  the  only  way  that  new  chiefs  are  known 
among  the  Indians,  by  separating  from  the  rest  into  distinct  villages  or 
bands;  and  from  being  recognized  by  government  officers,  from  time  to 
time,  as  they  present  themselves  as  such. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  being  employed  by  the  tra- 
ders or  others  to  assist  in  getting  the  Indians  to  acknowledge  their 
debts,  or  to  sign  papers,  or  to  ratitj'  the  amendments  to  the  treaty? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  except  by  common  report. 

Question.  Were  you  employed  for  such  purposes  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Did  you  not  receive,  out  of  the  traders'  fund,  a  certain 
sum  of  money  for  services  in  their  behalf,  connected  with  this  treaty  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not.     I  rendered  no  services  to  them. 

Question.  Were  you  paid,  or  were  you  to  be  paid,  a  sum  of  money 
out  of  the  p€T  centage  paid  by  the  traders,  for  any  purpose  connected 
vrith  this  treaty  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  or  knew  anything  about  per  centage  until  I 
jaw  it  in  the  papers,  nor  did  I  get  any  of  it. 

Question.  Dia  you  receive,  or  have  passed  to  your  credit,  the  sum  of 
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three  hundred  dollars  from  any  one,  as  a  giit  or  for  services  in  ocMiDex- 
ion  with  this  Sioux  matter  under  the  treaties  of  1851  ? 

Answer.  I  never  received  any  money  as  a  gift,  to  my  knowledge,  ia 
this  Sioux  matter,  nor  did  I  ever  receive  anything  for  services  rendered 
the  traders,  or  for  services  rendered  to  anybody,  except  for  tlie  govern- 
ment or  the  Indians,  in  that  Sioux  matter,  I  explained  what  I  did  re- 
ceive, and  what  I  received  it  for.  When  I  was  at  Traverse  des  Sioux, 
acting  as  secretary  to  the  commissioners,  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
sickness  among  the  Indians,  arising  from  the  wet  and  hot  weather,  firom 
their  number  being  crowded  together,  and  from  the  ordinary  effects  of 
flour  upon  the  Indians,  who  are  unaccustomed  to  iu  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, I  being  the  only  physician  there,  the  Indians  called  upon  the 
commissioners  for  help  and  assistance,  and  this  extra  work  was  im- 
posed upon  me,  as  a  physician,  of  attending  to  it.  I  had  as  many  as 
one  hundred  cases,  and  performed  a  great  deal  of  arduous  labor.  I 
understood  that  I  was  to  be  paid  by  the  commissioners  for  my  services 
as  a  physician.  When  I  presented  my  account  to  the  commissioners 
they  admitted  it  was  correct,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  paid,  but  said  that 
they  could  not  pay  me,  under  the  law,  for  two  services  at  the  same 
time ;  that  I  must  look  to  the  Indians  for  whom  the  services  were  ren- 
dered ;  that  they  would  doubtless  pay  me  when  they  got  their  OKHiey 
under  the  treaty.  I  accordingly  left  my  bill  with  agent  McLean  for 
five  hundred  dollars.  I  spoke  to  various  traders  about  it,  and  demand- 
ed that  my  claim,  as  it  was  bona  fide,  should  come  into  the  payment  to 
the  traders,  as  it  was  a  debt  incurred  by  the  Indians  prior  to  the  treaty, 
and  was  not  excluded  by  the  term  in  the  treaty  of  "  present  just  en- 
gagements." I  made  no  secret  of  this  claim,  but  spoke  publicly  of  it 
to  Mr.  Sibley,  Mr.  Sweetser,  and  others.  The  traders  agreed  that  it 
was  just,  and  that  they  would  try  and  have  it  paid.  When  Hugh 
Tyler  left  Traverse  des  Sioux,  after  the  payment,  I  intrusted  this  claim 
to  him,  as  the  attorney  of  the  traders,  and  asked  that  he  would  see  it 
paid  as  was  promised ;  and  on  the  24th  of  December,  1852,  Frederick 
Sibley  paid  to  me  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  Did  not  all  these  conversations  about  which  you  have 
spoken,  in  which  the  Indians,  as  you  say,  acknowledged  themselves  to 
be  indebted  to  the  traders  in  amounts  exceeding  the  sums  afterwards 
paid  to  them  by  Governor  Ramsey,  take  place  in  conversations  and 
councils  between  them  and  the  traders  before  the  treaties  were  signed 
by  the  Indians? 

Answer.  Except  what  the  chiefs  stated  at  the  time  that  the  treaty 
at  Traverse  des  Sioux  was  signed,  and  afterwards,  as  I  have  stated,  at 
the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioux. 


City  of  Nbw  York,  October  20,  1853. 

The  testimony  of  AuairsTvs  £.  Silliman,  cashier  of  the  Merchants' 
bank  of  New  York,  who  was  duly  sworn  by  A.  Post  Campbell,  esqr., 
a  notary  public,  and  afterwards  examined  by  Richard  M.  Yoiuig, 
special  commissioner,  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  investigate  the  charges  prefered  against  the  Hon.  Alexander  Ram* 
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aey,  late  governor  and  superintendent  ex-oflBcio  of  Indian  affairs  in 
Minnesota  Territory,  for  alleged  official  misconduct  in  his  disbursement 
of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  fulfilment  of  certain  trea^  stipulations 
with  the  Sioux  Indians,  by  the  treaties  of  the  23d  of  July  and  5th  of 
August,  1851. 

[Augustus  E.  Siluman,  a  citizen  of  tlie  city  and  State  of  New 
York,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows :] 

Question.  What  is  your  age,  occupation,  and  present  place  of  re- 
sidence ? 

Answer.  Over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  cashier  of  the  Mer- 
chants* bank  of  New  York. 

Question.  Are  you  now  the  cashier  of  the  Merchants'  bank  of  New 
York,  and  were  vou  actins:  in  that  capacity  during  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, 1»52? 

Answer.  As  cashier  or  assistant  cashier,  and  now  cashier. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Hon.  Alexander  Ramsey, 
late  governor  and  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  in  Minnesota  Terri- 
tory, and  had  you  any  busuiess  transactions  with  him  as  cashier  or  as- 
fligtant  cashier  of  the  Mercliants'  bank,  in  October,  1852,  and  subse- 
quently ? 

Answer.  Y(»s. 

Question.  Did  he  make  any  deposit  or  deposits  of  funds  in  the  Mer- 
chants' bank,  in  October,  1852,  and  if  so,  to  wliat  amount  and  in  what 
kind  of  fiinds  were  the  said  deposits  made  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  a  deposit  in  gold  coin,  amounting  to  five  hundred  and 
eighty-three  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  ($583,050.) 

Question.  Please  state,  if  you  know,  or  can  ascertain  by  an  exami- 
nation of  your  bank  books  or  memorandums,  whether  Governor  Ram- 
sey deposited  or  exchanged  with  the  Merchants'  bank  of  New  York 
one  or  more  drafts  drawn  in  his  favor  by  tlie  Treasury  Department  in 
Washington  city  on  the  assistant  treasurer  of  New  York,  as  follows,  to 
wit:  treasury  drafts.  No.  3,808,  for  $593,050;  No.  3,8] 0,  for  $6,555  18; 
No.  3,811,  for  $250 ;  No.  3,812,  for  $800— all  dated  about  October  5, 
1852,  and  making,  in  the  aggregate,  $600,655  18,  or  thereabouts,  and 
intended  for  disbursement  (•liiefly  to  the  Sioux  Indians  in  the  Minnesota 
Territory  r 

Answer.  The  total  amount  was  as  represented  in  the  fourth  ques- 
tion, and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  in  a  draft  on  the  assistant  trea- 
surer of  New  York. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  state  in  your  presence,  or  hearing, 
for  what  purpose  or  purposes  said  funds  were  intended? 

Answer.  The  funds  were  stated  to  be  for  Indian  payments ;  and,  I 
presume,  by  Governor  Ramsey,  or  with  his  admission. 

Question.  Did  he  receive,  in  exchange  for  said  drafts  or  treaBury 
funds,  bank  notes  or  other  paper  currency ;  and  if  so,  what  amount  did 
he  take  in  bank  notes  ?  by  what  banks  were  said  notes  issued  ?  what 
amount  in  gold  or  silver  ?  and  for  what  amount  did  he  draw  checks  or 
drafts  afterwards  for  the  residue  left  by  him  on  deposit  ?  Please  dis- 
criminate in  your  answer,  so  as  to  show  precisely  the  relative  propor- 
tion of  each,  as  drawn  or  received  by  him,  respectively. 
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Answer.  I  have  reason  to  suppose  that  the  amount  of  gold  was  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  (see  his  draft  No.  — ,  October,  1852 ;)  bank 
notes  of  this  bank,  sixty  thousand  dollars,  (see  draft  No.  6,  October  12, 
1852 ;)  and  the  balance  of  the  deposit  has  oeen  paid  on  various  drafts, 
to  sundry  parties,  down  to  a  balance  of  sixty-one  dollars  and  seventy- 
five  cents,  which  still  remain  subject  to  his  order.  Some  of  the  other 
drafts  may  have  been  paid  in  gold,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  iu  I  think 
the  whole  amount  of  bank  notes  carried  by  him  was  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  forty  thousand  of  which  was  received  from  other  banks. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  or  believe,  from  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing said  transactions  with  your  bank,  whether  Governor  Ramsey  re- 
ceived, or  was  to  receive,  any  pecuniary  compensation,  benefit,  or  ad- 
vantage, in  any  way,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  consequence  of  his  having 
made  said  deposit  and  exchanges ;  and  if  so,  in  what  way  was  he  to 
be  compensated  or  benefited  ? 

Answer.  He  never,  directly  or  indirectly,  received  one  cent's  ad- 
vantage in  such  way  fi-om  this  institution ;  of  course,  I  have  no  know- 
ledge of  what  he  received  from  other  persons. 

Question.  Was  not  the  deposit  and  exchanges,  as  made  by  him,  of 
considerable  pecuniary  advantage  to  your  bank,  for  which  it  could  well 
have  afforded  to  have  paid  a  compensation  to  the  person  making  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  Uke  anj^  other  deposit. 

Question.  How  long  was  it,  averaging  as  near  as  you  can,  after  said 
deposit  was  made  by  Governor  Ramsey,  in  October,  1852,  before  the 
checks  or  drafts  drawn  by  him,  in  the  Afinncsota  Territory,  upon  the 
residue  of  said  funds,  were  presented  for  payment  at  the  bank,  m  New 
York? 

Answer.  I  furnish  his  account  with  the  bank  as  the  answer  to  this 
question,  (marked  A,)  which  is  as  follows : 
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Question.  Is  it  not  considered  of  great  pecuniary  advantage  by  the 
banks  in  New  York  to  have  large  amounts  of  their  bills  or  notes  taken 
to  remote  parts  of  the  country  for  use  and  circulation,  where  several 
weeks  or  months  must  necessarily  intervene,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business,  before  they  would  be  returned  back  upon  the  banks  for  pay- 
ment? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  a  person  by  the  name  of  Hugh  Tyler  in  company 
with  Governor  Ramsey,  when  the  said  deposits  and  exchanges  were 
made  by  him  with  your  bank,  and  if  so,  what  part,  if  any,  did  he  take 
iu  said  transactions? 

Answer.  I  cannot  distinctly  recollect,  but  I  have  a  vague  recollec- 
tion of  an  introduction  to  a  person  of  that  name,  but  cannot  say 
whether  it  was  in  this  transaction  or  not. 

Question.  Did  Hugh  Tyler,  about  that  time  or  afterwards,  have  any 
money  transactions  with  your  bank,  either  ibr  Governor  Ramsey  or 
himself,  directly  or  indirectly — and  if  so,  in  what  way,  and  under  what 
circumstances? 

Answer.  A  large  number  of  the  drafts  drawn  by  Governor  Ramsey 
are  in  favor  of  Hugh  l^yler. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey,  as  far  as  you  know,  or  have  heard, 
make  any  deposits  or  exchanges  of  any  portions  of  said  funds  with  any 
other  bank  or  banks  except  yours,  about  the  time  mentioned,  (in  Octo- 
ber, 1852,^  in  New  York  or  elsewhere ;  and  if  so,  please  state  all  you 
know  on  tnat  subject? 

Answer.  I  have  reason  to  suppose  that  a  deposit  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  was  made  m  the  Bank  of  Conunerce,  New  York. 
(See  draft  No.  1,  October  11,  1853.) 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey,  or  any  person  for  him,  borrow  or 
receive  accommodation  in  any  way  from  the  Merchants'  bank  of  New 
York,  or  from  any  person  or  persons  having  official  connexion  with 
said  bank,  for  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  either  in  consequence  of 
said  deposit  and  exchanges,  or  separately  and  independently  of  said 
transactions,  during  the  month  of  October,  1852,  or  subsequently — and 
if  so,  in  what  way,  ibr  what  amounts,  and  upon  what  terms  and  con- 
ditions ;  and  have  said  sum  or  sums  been  repaid  by  him,  or  by  any 
person  ibr  him  ? 

Answer.  Never  to  my  knowledge,  at  that  or  any  other  time. 

A.  E.  SILLIMAN,  Cashier. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mu,  this  20lh  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  1853. 

A.  POST  CAMPBELL, 
Notary  public,  Stnte  and  city  of  New  York. 


'  City  of  Washington, 

November  26,  1853.  . 

The  testimony  of  the  Honorable  Luke  Lea,  late  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  who  was  duly  sworn  by  John  L.  Smith,  esq.,  and  ex* 
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amincd  by  Richard  M.  Young,  special  commisftioneri  appcnneed  t^ 
President  of  the  United  States  to  investigate  the  charges  prete 
against  the  Honorable  Alexander  Ramsey,  late  governor  and  sup 
tendent  of  Indian  aifairs  in  the  Minnesota  Territory,  for  alleged  ofl 
misconduct  in  his  disbursement  of  the  funds  appropriated  lor  tfa€ 
fiUmenl  of  certain  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Sioux  Indians,  h\ 
treaties  of  tlie  23d  of  July  and  5th  of  August,  1851,  taken  al 
office  of  Richard  M.  Young,  in  Washington  city,  on  the  1st  di 
December,  1853,  at  the  request  of  Governor  Ramsey,  who  was  pn 
at  the  examination. 

Questir>ns  by  Governor  Ramsey. 

Question.  Were  you  present,  us  one  of  the  commissioners,  al 
negotiation  of  the  treaties  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  and  Mendota  wid 
Sioux  Indians,  in  the  summer  of  1851? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  State  what  were  the  circumslances   under  which  ihe 
visions  of  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  were  inserted  i 

Answer.  To  state  all  the  circumstances  under  which  the  provi 
referred  to  were  inserted  in  the  treaties  would  be  impossible.  ] 
only  suae  in  general  terms  the  leading  considerations  that  influe 
the  commissioners  to  agree  to  the  stipulations  in  question, 
traders  among  the*.  Indians,  (all  of  whom  were  represented  to  be  pn 
in  pers^m  or  by  proxy,)  claimed  to  have  hirge  demands  against  t 
amounting  in  the  aggregate,  if  I  remember  rightly,  to  near  half  a  m 
of  dollars.  These  traders  exercised  a  controlling  influence  0^*61 
Indians,  and  it  was  quite  evident  that  no  trpaty  could  be  made  wil 
their  concurrence  and  active  c?o-ojK!ration.  The  Indians  gene 
seemed  to  acquiesce  in  the  justness  of  the  claims  preferred  by 
creditors,  smd  to  l)e  anxious  that  provision  should  be  made  fat 
payment.  As  the  negotiations  must  have  entirely  failed  had  u 
fiised  to  provide  for  them,  we  yielded  to  the  necessity  of  the  cast 
(adopting  the  phraseology  ibrmerly  used  for  a  like  purpose  wid 
sanction  of  the  Senate)  assented  to  the  clnuses  of  th<?  treaties  menti 
in  the  internigatory. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  and  Indians  generally  desire  and  ren 
provision  made  for  the  payment  of  their  debts  i 

Answer.  The  answer  to  the  second  interrogatory   is   an  ans\^ 
this ;  but  it  may  be  proper  to  add  that  the  Indians  would  have 
willing  to  make  more  liberal  and  specific  provision  fJ)r  ilieir  trad 
they  could  have  got  our  consent  to  it. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  any  conversation  between  yoursell 
Govc*mor  Ramsey  in  rel.ition  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  tb 
dians,  wlien  the  money  was  placed  in  his  charge  in  Octolx*r,  ISffi 
if  so,  what  was  it  ? 

Answer.  Abt>ut  the  time  the  Sioux  money  was  placed  in  Gov 
Ramsey's  hands,  to  wit,  in  October,  1852,  a  conversation  took 
between  him  and  myself,  the  full  particulars  of  which  I  do  noi 
tinctly  remember ;  but  I  recollect  that  allusion  was  made  to  tfa 
rangements  entered  into  between  the  Indians  and  their  traders  at 
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ddev  Sioux;  that  Governor  Ramsey  expressed  himself  as  appro* 
heiisive  that  the  Indians,  in  consequence  of  being  tampered  with,  would 
fee  disposed  to  repudiate  their  just  engagements,  ana  have  the  money 
M|niiaered  or  misapplied  in  such  way  as  to  defraud  their  honest  cred- 
imtll^  and  debauch  themselves ;  that  my  reply  was,  in  substance,  they 
Mriit  not  to  be  permitted  to  do  so,  and  that,  if  necessary  to  prevent 
Mm  injustice  and  mischief,  they  should  be  required  to  abide  by  the 
agnement  between  them  and  tneir  traders,  provided  it  was  fairly  and 

made. 

Cross  examination. 

Questions  by  IL  M.  Youne,  government  commissioner.  From  your 
acquaintance  with  Indian  character,  do  you  think  them  qualified  to 
<iid^iriat6  or  estimate  large  amounts,  either  in  money  matters  or  in 
regard  to  accounts  for  goods  sold  them  by  their  traders  ? 

Atiswer.  Generally  they  are  not,  and  yet  I  do  not  think  they  are  apt 
to  he  greatly  deceived  as  to  the  amount  of  their  indebtedness  eitl^r  in* 
dividually  or  collectively.  They  certainly  have  very  imperfect  ideas 
of  the  vakie  and  proper  uses  of  either  money  or  land,  and  yet  the  gov- 
ernment assumes  that  they  have  so  far  a  competent  knowledge  of  both 
AB  t^^mcdce  them  the  subject  matter  of  the  most  solemn  contracts. 

Question.  Are  they  not  governed  entirely,  in  making  admissions  as 
ta  dteir  indebtedness,  by  the  statements  iind  representations  made  to 
them  by  their  traders  i 

Answer.  They  arc  not ;  ibr  it  often  happens  that  serious  disputes 
arise  between  them  and  their  traders  as  to  the  amount  of  their  liabili- 
ties. While  subject  to  be  cheated,  they  are  prone  to  cheat,  and  so  are 
more  apt  to  deny  an  honest  claim  than  to  admit  a  false  one. 

Question.  Did  the  chiefs  at  any  time  suggest  to  you,  or  did  they 
request  you,  to  appoint  dismterested  and  competent  persons  to  examine 
the  correctness  of  the  accounts  of  the  traders  ?  Wai?  anything  said  or 
suggested  on  that  subject  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  imy  such  suggestion  or  request  was 
made.  We  were  repeatedly  asked  to  make  special  provision  for  the 
1>eneiit  of  particular  individuals,  but  we  took  pains  to  inform  the  Indians 
and  traders  that  all  we  could  do  was  to  provide  a  general  fund  for  the 
payment  of  debts,  and  that  the  distribution  of  it  was  a  matter  for  them 
to  arran^  among  themselves. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Hugh  Tyler,  and  the  character  of  the  ser- 
vices rendered  by  him  for  the  traders  ?     If  so,  please  state  it. 

Answer.  I  have  known  Mr.  Tyler  for  several  years.  As  to  the 
services  rendered  by  him  for  the  traders  I  know  nothing,  except  that 
he  exerted  himself  with  much  zeal  and  no  little  efficiency,  I  thmk,  in 
endeavoring  to  secure  the  ratification  ol'  the  treaties  by  the  Senate. 

Question.  In  speaking  of  any  understanding  or  agreement  between 
the  traders  and  the  Indians,  as  to  any  acknowledgement  of  indebted- 
ness, or  any  promises  to  pay  their  debts  to  the  traoers,  will  you  please 
say  what  chiefs  were  present  on  each  occasion  spoken  of,  how  much 
was  acknowledged  to  be  due  to  the  traders,  and  whether  such  admissions 
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and  agreements  were  made  in  <'  open  council"  when  all  or  most  of  the 
chiefs  were  present? 

Answer.  I  do  not  now  recoUect  the  names  of  but  very  few  of  the 
chiefs  who  signed  the  treaties  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  and  Mendota*  nor 
can  I  designate  the  times  and  places  particularly  at  which,  or  the  indi- 
viduals by  whom»  the  indebtedness  of  the  Indians  was  mentioned  and 
acknowledged.  It  was  a  matter  so  generally  understood  and  talked 
about,  that  anything  said  by  one  individual  or  another  was  not  partica- 
larly  noted,  and  consequently  made  no  permanendy  distinct  impres- 
sions. I  cannot  say  that  any  chief  or  Indian  ever  stated  specifically 
the  precise  amount  he  considered  to  be  due  to  the  traders  ;  but  fitmi 
what  took  place  in  *'  open  council,"  and  otherwise,  it  was  manifestly 
the  desire  of  the  Indians  to  provide  as  large  a  debt  fiind  as  they  could 
possibly  obtain. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  agreement  or  understanding  between 
(jovernor  Ramsey  and  the  traders,  to  the  efi^t  that  the  money  pro- 
vided to  be  paid  by  the  fourth  articles  of  said  treaties  was  to  be  paid 
direcdy  to  the  traders,  and  not  to  the  Indians,  and,  if  so,  what  was  that 
understanding  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  agreement  or  under- 
standing. 

L.  LEA. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  first  day  of  Deoember, 
1853. 

JOHN  L.  SMITH. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


S.  Doc.  61.  313 


Schedule  of  papers  sent  to  the  President  of  the  United  States^  April  6, 1853, 
a$  referred  to  in  a  resolulimi  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  April j  in  relation  to 
charges  against  Alexander  Ramsey. 

Charges  by  Mr.  Swcetser,  with  letter  and  two  memoranda. 

Charges  by  Daniel  A.  Robertson. 

Copy  of  resolution  of  the  Senate,  January  10,  1853. 

Copy  of  resolution  of  the  Senate,  January  17,  1853. 

Pnnted  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated 
January  27,  1853. 

Printed  copy  of  llu^  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated 
February  15,  1853. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated  March  21,  1853. 

Copy  of  letter  of  Alexander  Ramsey,  dated  February  2,  1853. 

Copy  of  letter  of  Alexander  Ramsey,  dated  February  12,  1853. 

Copy  of  communication  of  Alexander  Ramsey,  and  papers  therewith 
attached,  (84  pages,)  dated  March  2,  1853. 

Copy  of  letter  of  M.  Sweetzer,  (jmd  accompanying  affidavit,)  dated 
March  18,  1853. 

Five  numbers  of  tlie  "  Minnesota  Democrat,"  containing  articles  in 
relation  to  Ramsey. 

Record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate. 


Washington,  February  26,  1853. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  herewith 
to  submit  the  following  specifications  connected  with  the  conduct  of 
Superintendent  Alexander  Ramsey  and  others  in  the  late  Sioux  dis- 
bursement : 

1.  Alexander  Ramsey  stands  charged  with  delinquency,  as  a  public 
officer,  in  the  disbursement  of  money  due  the  Sioux  Indians  of  Minne- 
sota, in  manner  following : — witli  confederating  with  H.  H.  Sibley,  H. 
L.  Dousman,  Hugh  Tyler,  H.  Steel,  and  others,  to  absorb  the  whole 
fund  named  to  favorites,  to  the  exclusion  of  meritorious  creditors,  and 
in  violation  of  law  and  the  universal  practice  of  the  government  in  the 
liquidation  of  the  indebtedness  of  Inmans  to  their  creditors. 

2.  Alexander  Ramsey  stands  charged  with  having  received,  from  the 

£>vemment  of  the  United  States,  some  five  hundrea  and  ninety-three 
ousand  dollars,  in  the  national  currency  of  the  government,  under  the 
instructions  from  the  proper  department  to  pay  to  the  Dakota  Siouxs, 
in  accordance  with  their  treaty  stipulations.  And,  of  having  exchanged 
Ithe  national  currency,  thus  obtained,  before  leaving  the  eastern  cities, 
for  bank  paper  and  drafts  ;  of  having  paid  the  bank  paper  and  drafts 
upon  government  contracts  ;  and  wiin  returning  the  receipts  therefor  to 
the  department  for  settlement  of  his  accounts. 

3.  Alexander  Ramsey  stands  charged  with  having  violated  the  trea- 
ties with  the  Dakota  Indians  in  refusing  payment  to  them,  although 
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often  and  urgently  demanded,  in  accordance  with  their  treaty  stipula- 
tions ;  with  having  unlawfully  paid  said  money  into  the  hands  of  one 
Hugh  Tyler,  who  divided  it  among  a  few  claimants  at  the  house  or 
trading  post  of  H.  H.  Sibley,  the  wishes  and  rights  of  the  Indians 
having  been  totally  disregarded,  in  violation  of  Jaw  and  the  express 
stipulations  of  their  treaties. 

4.  Alexander  Ramsey  stands  charged,  in  connection  w^th  H.  M.  Rice 
and  others,  with  having  assembled  the  Upper  Siouxs  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux,  and  there  attempted  to  procure  from  the  Indians  written  authority 
to  control  their  money  arising  under  their  treaties. 

6.  Governor  Ramsey  stands  charged  with  having  attempted  to  ob- 
tain, from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  the  money  due  the  Sioux 
Indians,  upon  a  power  of  attorney^,  which  he  admitted  to  be  void,  and 
which  he  obtained  from  the  Indians  by  fraud. 

6.  Said  Ramsey  stands  charged  with  cruel  and  oppressive  condQct 
towards  the  chiefs,  who  were  the  authorized  agents  of  said  bands*  and 
the  substitution  of  unauthorised  persons  as  chiefs  and  braves,  and  the 
procurement  of  receipts  from  such  persons,  which  he  is  now  attempc- 
mg  to  palm  off  upon  the  government  as  vouchers  in  the  settlement  of 
his  accounts  with  the  Indian  Bureau. 

7.  Said  Ramsey  stands  charged  with  improper  conduct  in  not  hold- 
ing his  councils  with  the  Medawahkantoan  Indians  at  the  council  house 
of  the  government,  and  with  holding  the  same  at  the  trading  (post) 
house  of  persons  with  whom  he  was  confederating,  to  overreach  them 
by  means  of  menace,  and  other  influences  which  enabled  him  to  effect 
his  purposes  aforesaid ;  that  the  said  chiefs  were  kept  drunk  by  the 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors  during  said  councils. 

8.  Said  Ramsey  stands  charged  with  having  openly  violated  the 
treaty  in  not  reserving  a  suflScient  amount  out  of  the  Seeseetoan  and 
Wahpaytoan  to  remove  and  subsist  them  for  one  year. 

9.  Said  Ramsey  stands  charged  with  having  paid  nearly  the  entire 
trust  fund  of  said  Indians,  amounting  to  near  four  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  at  the  trading  house  of  H.  H.  Sibley,  and  but  few,  If 
any,  were  benefitted  by  said  payment  but  tho^  who  now  are,  or  have 
been,  connected  with  said  company  in  trade,  and  with  whom  he  was 
confederating ;  that  there  are  many  other  meritorious  creditors  of  the  In- 
dians who  were  thrust  aside,  and  were  not  permitted  to  share  in  the 
distribution. 

Any  I'lid  that  may  be  desired  in  proof  of  the  spec*ificatic»is  aforesaid, 
I  am  willing  to  give,  believing  that  full  and  conclusive  proof  can  be 
obtained  to  sustain  the  same  in  every  particular. 

M.  SWEETSER, 
Aucmey  for  the  Indiam. 
Hon.  Wm.  K.  Sbbastian, 

Chairman  Committee  Indian  Affairs^  Senate  IT.  S. 
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I  Washington,  March  15,  1853. 

a  Sm:  With  a  view  to  a  full  and  impartial  investigation  of  the  conduct 
-  of  Governor  A.  Ramsey,  in  the  late  Sioux  payment,  I  desire  to  state: 
;-  that  from  the  interested  position  of  the  witnesses  for  the  defence,  and 
the  absence  of  witnesses  who  are  conversant  with  the  facts  connected 
^  "With  the  payment,  that  this  investigation  be  continued  and  adjourned  to 
.    Minnesota. 

*.  Public  interest  demands,  and  the  rights  of  the  Indians  require,  that 
they  (the  Indians)  should  be  heard ;  in  Minnesota  the  facts  are  known. 
With  a  full  development  of  the  testimony,  I  state  the  charges  will  be 
fully  and  clearly  established,  both  as  to  itie  refusal  of  Governor  Ramsay 
to  comply  with  the  treaty,  and  the  request  of  the  Indians,  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money,  and  the  connection  of  the  parties  implicated  in  the 
fraud. 

Messrs.  Tyler,  Dousman,  Sibley,  Bourrup,  Steel,  and  many  others,  who 
are  attempted  to  be  used  as  witnesses,  will  be  shown  to  be  as  deeply 
interested  in  the  transaction  as  Ramsey  himself;  they,  it  will  be  shown, 
were  parties  to  and  acted  in  connection  with  the  governor. 

The  statement  of  Dr.  Bourrup,  in  relation  to  a  bargain  between  my- 
self, two  others,  and  Dousman,  for  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars, 
is  not  material  to  the  issue  ;  neithc^r  proves  that  Governor  Ramsey  did 
or  did  not  act  corruptly  in  the  disbursement  of  the  Sioux  money ;  but 
is,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  a  fabrication,  and  without  foimdation.  In 
fact,  these  statements  more  clearly  show,  to  my  mind,  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  a  full  and  thorough  investigation,  that  parties  implicated  may 
have  an  apportunity  to  purge  themselves,  if  imiocent,  and  that  the  In- 
dians may  oe  protected  in  their  rights,  if  wrong  has  been  done  them. 

I  state  as  a  fact,  from  information  received,  that  since  I  left  the  Ter- 
ritory, the  Upper  Sioux  have,  in  full  and  open  council,  in  presence  of 
the  agent,  declared  that  thej*^  had  not  received  payment  for  their  coun- 
try, and  would  not  leave  it  until  payment  was  made  or  guarantied  by 
the  government,  in  accordance  with  their  treaty. 

The  peace  of  the  frontier,  and  the  security  of  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  frontier  settlements,  require  this  investigation  to  be  a  thorough 
one.  This  only  can  be  done  by  the  committee  adjourning  to  Minnesota, 
or  selecting  some  other  point,  and  there  summon  persons  to  attend ;  also 
to  call  for  papers.  Minnesota,  however,  is  the  point  most  desirable  for 
the  investigation. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  SWEETZER. 

Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian, 

Chairman  Committee  Indian  Affairs^  Senate  V*  S. 

Memorandum. 

It  will  be  seen  out  of  five  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  dollars 
paid  by  the  government  to  Alexander  Ramsey,  ex  officio  superintendent, 
&c.,  not  to  exceed  eighty  or  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  taken 
to  the  Territory  in  gold  or  silver,  the  balance  was  exchanged  in  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  for  paper  money  and  drafts  ; 


9 

I 


!  « 


316  S.  Doc.  61. 

Thai  in  Minnesota  he  paid  govcrninenl  contractors  in  paper  mo 
and  drafts.  That  he  paid  large  sums  of  paper  money  to  half-bi 
Indians ; 

That  he  refus<»d  to  pay  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Dakotah  Indians,  as 
fourth  article  of  their  treaties  of  July  and  August,  1851 ; 

That  near  a  third  of  a  million  of  doli.'irs  was  paid  hj'  him  to  H 
Sibley,  H.  L.  Dousman,  Dr.  Borup,  Fninklin  Steel,  Joseph  R.  Bn 
and  others,  upon  a  fraudulent  contract  obtained  from  these  Indiai 
the  lime  the  treaty  was  signed ;  that  Hugh  Tyler  Wiis  made,  as 
understood,  the  media  of  this  payment,  lor  Avhich  fifteen  ])er  ctnu 
chiu*ged  both  to  hall-breeds  <md  traders  ; 

That  the  momy  was  paid  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  in  violali 
the  fict  of  Congress  appropriating  the  smne,  nnd  against  the  ofie 
peated  wish  oFthe  Indians,  and  agtiinst  their  sol(»nin  protests; 

That  the  Indians  repeatedly,  in  open  council,  demanded  their  in 
under  treaties,  but  was  refused  ])ayment  by  tlie  governor ; 

That  his  vouchers  now  on  file  in  the  Indian  Department  for  the 
tlement  of  his  accounts  are  frauds  upon  the  Indians,  the  rc*ceipt  o 
8ee.-eetojm  Wahpajtoan  chiefs,  as  presented  by  him,  are  noltht 
ceipts  of  their  principal  chiefs,  but,  with  two  exceptions,  are  sigua 
of  young  men  not  recognized  by  the  nation,  and  possessing  noautli 
from  them  to  Jict ; 

That  the  receipt  of  the  Wahpaytoan  chiefs  is  ctjually  a  fraud,  obts 
from  them  illegally,  and  agahist  their  wishes ; 

That,  in  all liis  official  intercourse  with  the  tribes  lor  the  past 
he  has  manifested  a  predetermined  and  fixed  purpose  to  avoid  tlio 
ment  of  this  large  sum  to  the  Indians.     The  council  held  at  Trai 
des  Sioux  in  July  last  establishes  tliis  fact  l>eyorid  doubt ; 

That  the  disbursement  of  this  large  sum  is  not  a  payment  to  th( 
dians,  their  wishes  having  been  totally  disregarded,  and  tlie  la\N 
treaty  in  no  particular  complied  with. 

For  proof,  refer  to  Wallace  B.  White,   Nathaniel   McLean,  1 
Campbell,  Duncan  Campbell,  C.  E.  Shafer,  A.  G.  Huggins,  Dod, 
ley,  David  Olmstead,  D.  A.  Robertson,  Hollingshead,  R,  McKioz 
St.  Louis,  Alexander  McKinstry,  Marshall,  Prescott,  Sioux  inlerm 
'  H.  M.  Rice,  Tullis,  and  the  half-breeds  and  others  whose  affidavit 

now  on  file  in  the  Indian  Department.     Some  of  the  witnesses  m 
arc  in  the  city,  a  majority  in  Minnesota. 


I  have  to  request  tliat  Kenneth  McKinzie,  of  St.  Louis,  be  summ 
to  appear  before  your  committee ;  this  notice  should  be  given  j 
early  day,  designating  time  and  place. 

Also  that  President  B.  Lamar,  of  the  Bank  of  the  Republic  in  New  1 
be  examined  by  your  committee  in  relation  to  the  propositions  of 
Ramsey  in  the  sale  of  the  gold,  and  also  as  to  who  did  make  the 
chase,  and  at  what  per  cent. 

M.  SWEETSEl 
^  Hon.  W.  K.  Sbbastian. 
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B.  Labiar,  PrendefU  Bank  of  the  Republic^  New  York — 

Governor  Ramsey  called  on  him  in  October,  1852  and  wanted  to 
exchange  off  $600,000  in  gold  for  currenaj. 

I  am  informed  this  man  can  tell  on  what  terms  Ramsey  wanted  to 
exchange,  and  what  bank  did  arrange  withHamsey. 

I  am  informed  by  Goodrich  that  H.  Tyler  deposited  in  a  bank  in 
Oswego,  New  York,  thirty  thousand  dollars,  on  his  return  from  Minne- 
sota. 


Against  Alexander  Ramsey,  Governor  of  Minnesota  Tenitory,  and 
ex-officio  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  and  others,  I  have  made 
the  following  charges,  to  support  which,  I  am  prepared  to  cite  a  number 
of  witnesses  of  the  most  respectable  character : 

1.  That  said  Alexander  Ramsey  exchanged  a  large  portion  of  the 

Sold  received  by  him  to  pay  the  Dakota  Indians,  as  stipulated  under 
le  late  treaty,  for  bank  notes,  in  violation  of  the  law; 

2.  That  he  deposited  a  large  portion  of  said  gold  in  banks,  in  violation 
of  law; 

3.  That  he  paid  contractors  for  supplies  for  said  Dakota  Indians,  in 
bank  notes,  in  violation  of  law ; 

4.  That  he  refused  to  pay  said  Dakota  Indians  the  amount  due  them 
under  the  treaties  aforesaid,  but  by  force  and  intimidation  attempted  to 
compel  them  to  consent  to  such  a  disposition  of  said  money  as  he  de- 
sired ;  and  by  his  conduct  in  this  regard,  treated  them  with  injustice 
and  cruelty,  and  in  violation  of  law,  treaty  stipulations,  and  his  own 
solemn  pledges  previously  made  to  said  Indians ; 

5.  That  he,  said  Ramsey,  with  H.  H.  Sibley,  Dr.  C.  W.  Borup, 
Joseph  R.  Brown,  Charles  D.  Fillmore,  and  others,  have  co-operated 
to  deprive  the  Dakota  Indians  of  their  rights  under  the  late  treaties, 
and  that  by  their  machinations,  the  money  due  said  Indians  was  dis- 
bursed in  violation  of  law,  the  rights  of  the  Indians,  and  treaty  stipula* 
tions; 

6.  That  one  Hugh  Tyler  was  employed  by  tlie  parties,  to  tliis  viola- 
tion of  law  and  treaty  stipulations,  as  trie  visible  go-between,  borer,  or 
agent,  and  that  a  large  ger  centage  was  agreed  to  be  paid,  or  left  in  his 
hands,  as  a  fee  from  tlie  fraudulent  recipients  of  the  Dakota  money; 

7.  That  in  consummation  of  the  frauds  above  alleged,  Alexander 
Ramsey  paid  a  large  amount  of  moneys  due  the  Dakota  Indians  by 
treaty,  and  by  him  received  to  pay  them,  to  the  said  Hugh  Tyler,  who 
paid  it  chiefly  to  traders  connected  with  the  Fur  Company  of  Pierre 
Chouteau  and  others,  which  proceeding  was  in  violation  of  law  and 
treaty  stipulations. 

DANIEL  A.  ROBERTSON, 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  March  19,  1853. 
W.  F.  Wallace, 

Clerk  to  Committee. 
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In  thb  8bnatb  op  thb  Umitbd  Statbs, 

January  10, 185}. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Gwin, 
Reiolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs  be  instructed  to  i 
quhre  into  the  allegations  of  fraud  contained  in  certain  of  the  pdb 
prints,  with  regard  to  the  disbursement  by  Alexander  Ramsey,  sup 
mtendent  of  Indian  afiairs,  of  the  money  appropriated  to  carry  oat  i 
stipulations  of  the  treaties  concluded  with  tne  Sioux  or  Dacota  Indii 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

Attest :  ASBURY  DICKINS,  Sccretdty 


In  the  Senatb  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

January  17, 1853 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sebastian, 

Reidvedi  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afl^drs  be  authorized  to  s( 

for  papers,  and  to  call  persons  before  them,  to  be  exajnined  under  oc 

touching  the  matters  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  tei 

of  January,  referred  to  said  committee. 

Attest :  ASBURY  DICKINS,  Secrdary 


DBPARTliENT  OF  THE  IXTERIOB, 

Washingian,  March  21, 1853 
Sir  :  On  the  27th  of  January  and  15th  ultimo,  my  predecessor  tra 
mitted  to  the  Senate  copies  of  all  the  papers  then  on  file  in  the  den 
ment,  touching  "  the  allegations  of  fraud  contained  in  certain  of  i 
public  prints,  with  regard  to  the  disbursements  by  Alexander  Ranis< 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  of  the  money  appropriated  to  carry  i 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaties  concluded  with  the  Sioux  or  Dacota 
dians,  in  the  year  1851,"  which  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs,  in 
Senate,  were  directed,  by  resolution  of  the  10th  of  January  last,  to 
quire  into. 

I  have  just  received  a  communication  fi'om  the  Commissicmer  of  Ind 
Afiairs,  dated  the  19th  instant,  accompanied  by  other  papers  in  theca 
which  have  been  received  subsequently,  and  have  the  honor  to  comn 
nicate  them  to  the  Senate  herewith. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  yoiur  obedient  servant, 

R.  McClelland,  Secmarj. 

Hon.  D.  R.  Atchison, 
President  (f  the  Senate. 

DEPARTBtSNT  OF  TUB  InTBRIOR, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs^  March  19,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  three  comai 
nications,  recently  received  at  this  oflice  from  Alexander  Ramsey,  Gc 
emor  of  Minnesota,  and  ex-officio  superintendent  of  Indian  afifairs,  togetii 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Madison  Sweetzer,  and  of  the  affida' 
therein  referred  to ;  all  having  relation  to  the  disbursement  by  said  Rsi 
sey  of  the  money  appropriated  to  carry  into  eflfect  stipulations  of  i 
txeatiea  coucluded  wiUi  the  Sioux  Indians»  in  the  year  1851. 
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Copies  of  all  the  other  papers  on  file  in  this  office,  touching  this  sub- 
ject, oaving  heretofore  been  transmitted  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  In- 
dian Afiairs,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  copies  herewith  be 
disposed  of  in  like  manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  LEA,  Commiswner. 

fiOBBBT  McClbLLANI), 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


MiNNBSOTA  SUPBRINTBNDBNCT, 

St.  Patd,  February  2,  1853. 

8ib:  I  enclose  herewith  a  paper  sent  me  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Riggs.  It 
is  the  assent  of  the  chief,  generally  known  as  "  Big  Curley,"  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  traders'  claims.  Tnis  chief  did  not  reach  Traverse  des 
Sioux  at  the  time  of  the  late  pajrment,  and  evidently  means  by  this  pa- 
per to  give  his  assent  to  the  voucher,  signed  by  the  other  chiefs,  and 
transmitted  by  me,  with  my  accounts  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1852 — 
^hich  please  see. 

All  who  are  chiefs,  and  had  rights  under  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des 
Sioux,  with  one  exception,  have  thus  given  their  renewed  assent  to  the 

Syment  of  the  traders'  claims.  You  will  also  see  that  the  Rev.  Mr. 
ggs,  who  witnessed  the  distribution  of  indebtedness,  by  the  Indians, 
among  their  traders — a  most  excellent  interpreter,  and  a  man  of  most 
unexceptionable  character,  witnesses  this  paper — a  most  significant  fact. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  &c., 

ALEXANDER  RAMSEY. 
Hon.  L.  Lea, 

Commissioner^  (^.,  Washington^  D.  C 


To  the  Honorable  Alexander  Ramsey^    Governor  of  Minnesota^   and  Mr. 

Nathaniel  McLean^  Indian  Agent. 

We  the  chiefs  and  braves  of  the  Wahpetoway  Dakotas,  at  Lac 
qui  Parle,  do  of  our  own  accord  hereby  signify  our  assent  and  con- 
sent to  that  part  of  the  treaty  of  1851,  which  gives  a  portion  to  the 
traders  and  half-breeds,  and  we  desire  that  it  may  be  carried  into 
effect  as  speedily  as  possible ;  in  testimony  of  which  we  hereto  aflBx 
our  names  and  marks. 

UPIYAHDEYA,  his  x  mark. 

WIYWHA-NONPAKINYA,  his  x  mark. 
WAKAANNANl,  his  x  mark. 

MAY-PIY-NAS-KAUS-KA,  his  x  mark. 
AIY-AH-PUYA,  his  x  mark. 

MAZA-DU-TA, 
MAKAIDENYA. 
Witnesses : 

S.  R.  RioGs, 
Louis  Lawrbnos. 

Lao  qui  Pablb,  Janvary  13, 1853. 
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Minnesota  Superintbndet^t, 
Sf.  Paul,  February  12, 1^5 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  lo  acknowledge  this  day,  the  receipt  of 
communication  of  the  22nd  ult,  enclosing  one  of  the  Secretary  d 
Interior  of  the  lllh  ult.,  along  with  copies  of  depositions  bv  G\ 
and  Joseph  Le  Blanc,  Alexander  McLeml,  Peter  Ruyer,  Lewis  A 
and  Vctal  Boger,  and  a  memorial  of  certain  Sioux  chiefs  address 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  this  winter,  withui  tlie  last  two  months,  several  liim 
dressed  you  in  relation  to  this  business  ;  and  on  the  14th  ultim 
the  honor  to  transmit  you  my  Jiccounts  for  the  4th  quarter  of  18i 
well  as  a  report  of  my  action  in  the  late  payments,  enclosing  yo 
thentic  copies  ol'  all  tlie  papers  upon  which  those  payments  wen 
dicated. 

Had  these  communications  been  received  before  the  transmiss 
your  letter,  I  doubt  not  they  would  have  been  considered  a  salisfi 
answer  to  the  several  allegations  and  insinuations  contained  i 
papers  just  received. 

Still,  I  am  gratified  by  the  opportunity  wliich  thus  again  offe 
present  more  in  detail  a  history  of  the  transactions  alluded  to,  wl 
shall  forward  in  a  week  or  two,  as  I  desire  nothing  so  much  as  m 
gation  and  examination  the  most  searching,  into  all  ttiese  matt< 
which  I  am  conscious  of  having  performed  only  my  dut}*,  with  o 
entiousness  and  a  sincere  intention  to  benefit  the  Indians,  to  do  j 
both  to  them  and  their  traders,  and  discharge  in  the  best  po 
manner  all  the  obUgations  of  government  expressed  or  implied. 

The  persons  who  are  stimulating  these  slanders  seera  restrains 
no  sense  or  propriety,  nor  obligations,  moral  or  religious ;  for  ] 
ceive  in  Uie  affidavits  forwarded,  they  have  gone  so  tar  as  to  d 
ignorant  men  into  unconscious  perjury,  to  sustain  them  in  the 
vengful  charges. 

No  man,  however  upright  and  conscientious,  can  hope  to  esca| 
shafts  of  such  recklessness,  of  malignity,  which,  not  content  wii 
moral  debasement,  would  in  this  manner  drag  down  innocent  ignc 
to  their  own  level  of  crime. 

To  such  people,  who  have  neither  reputable  character  to  los 
reasonable  hope  of  ever  acquiring  one,  I  have  nothing  to  explai 
answer  to  make ;  but  I  do  feel  desirous  that  the  government,  wl 
have  spared  no  pains  faithfully  to  serve,  should  not  be  delude 
them ;  and  that  mj*^  fellow-citLzcns  should  do  me  the  justice  to  b 
me  incapable  of  the  acts  alleged,  contrary  as  they  are  to  the  ' 
tenor  of  my  official  and  private  life. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  IIAMSI 

Hon*  L.  Lea, 

Cammissioncr,  ^c 


WAsmNGTON,  March  18, 18 
Sib  :  Enclosed  please  find  affidavit  in  relation  to  certain  rc< 
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now  on  file  in  your  office  purporting  to  be  from  the  principal  chiefs  of 
the  See-see-toan,  Wali-pay-toan  and  Me-(le-wah-kan-toan  bands  of 
Dakota  Indians. 

'fhe  receipts  referred  to  are  to  be  found  among  the  vouchers  returned 
lo  your  office  by  Superintendent  Ramsey,  ibr  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts. I  have  to  request,  as  the  attorney  of  the  Indians,  this  affidavit 
be  placed  on  file,  and  ficcompany  said  vouchers. 

Until  it  shall  be  shown  that  the  money  due  the  Sioux  Indians  has 
been  paid  in  accordance  with  law,  and  the  treaties  with  said  Indians, 
that  these  accounts  wall  not  pass  your  office  for  settlement. 

An  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the  affidavit  and  its  being 
placed  on  file  is  respectfully  recjuested. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  SWEETZER. 

Hon.  L.  Lea, 

Comrmsioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 


Personally  appeared  before  me  the  undersigned  J.  W.  Beck,  a  jus* 
tice  of  the  peace,  Madison  Sweetser,  who  upon  his  oath  doth  depose 
and  say :  That  a  receipt  now  on  file  in  the  Indian  Department,  for  two 
hundred  jmd  fifty  thousand  dollars,  purporting  to  be  trom  the  chiefs  of 
the  See-see-toan  and  Wah-pay-ton  bands  of  Dakota  Indians  to  George 
Alexander  Ramsey,  cx-officio  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  of  Min* 
nesota,  is  not  from  a  majority  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  said  bandsi 
who  were  authorized  under  the  treaty  to  receive  and  receipt  for  said 
money ;  that  not  to  exceed  one  or  two  of  said  principal  chiefs  appear 
to  have  signed  said  receipt ;  that  there  are  seven  principal  chiefs  of 
said  bands ;  tliat  the  receipt  was  not  obtained  in  open  council  with 
the  consent  of  the  parties  authorized  to  execute  it;  the  signatures  of  the 
young  men  wliosc  njunes  are  thereunto  attached  was  obtained  against 
the  repeated  nunonstrances  of  the  principal  chiefs ;  and  that  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  to  the  traders,  and  not  to  the  chiefs,  as  per  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  said  Indians  of  July  1851,  was  in  violation  of 
law.  That  the  receipt  of  the  Me-de-wah-kan-toan  chiefs  for  seventy 
thousand  dollars  was  obtained  from  tliem  by  improper  influences,  and 
was  only  given  to  obtain  their  annuities,  to  prevent  stiu'vation  of  their 
people,  and  other  causes  equfilly  oppressive.  The  payment  of  the 
money  for  which  this  receipt  was  given  to  certain  traders,  against  the 
often  repeated  wish  of  the  Indians,  was  in  open  violation  of  their  treaty 
stipulations. 

And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

M.  SWEETZER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  17th  day  of  March,  1853. 

J.  W.  BECK,  J.  P. 
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Minnesota  Supbbintbndbncts 

St.  Paul,  March  2,  1853. 

Sir  :  The  reception  of  certain  papers  concerning  the  recent  disburse- 
ments undef  the  Sioux  treaties  were  acknowledged  by  me  on  the  12th 
ultimo,  at  which  time  1  also  expressed  my  intention  of  presenting  to  the 
department  at  an  early  period  such  further  *'  explanation"  on  me  sub- 
ject as  would,  along  with  my  report  of  January  14,  1853,  fimn  a  full 
and  complete  history  of  all  these  matters. 

To  the  two  newspapers  of  the  15th  and  22d  of  December  last, 
printed  at  St.  Paul,  entitled  the  Democrat,  containing  editorial  articles 
reflecting  upon  me,  I  do  not  feel  myself  called  upon  specially  to  reply. 

To  be  compelled  to  answer  the  various  charges  recklessly  made  by 
newspapers  would  consume  nearly  the  whole  time  of  every  proaiinent 
public  officer  in  the  Union,  and  leave  him  little  opportunity  to  discharge 
his  public  duties,  so  that  from  sheer  necessity  ne  is  forced  to  endure 
and  disregard  them,  even  when  they  appear  in  papers  of  respectability. 

But  in  this  case  the  paper  making  the  aUegations  is  of  no  sort  of 
standmg  with  the  community,  nor  influence  with  the  political  par^  it 
claims  to  belong  to,  and  its  editor  is  chiefly  notorious  for  his  systematic 
contempt  for  truth  and  proficiency  in  the  vocabulary  of  low  abuse. 

Self-respect,  therefore,  along  with  other  considerations,  forbid  my 
noticing  these  scurrilous  productions,  which  have,  however,  received 
from  another  press  in  St.  Paul  such  answer  as  its  editor  thought  they 
required. 

Two  numbers  of  this  paper,  entitled  "  The  Minnesotian,"  I  herewith 
forward  for  the  information  of  the  department,  as  in  like  manner  I  for- 
warded some  time  since,  with  the  same  view,  the  numbers  of  the  news- 
paper that  made  the  complaints.  I  did  this  because  I  would  at  all 
times  meet  inquiry  half  way,  desiring  nothuig  so  much  as  a  fair  inves- 
tigation into  every  transaction  of  my  official  career  in  this  Territory. 

The  copies  of  the  affidavits  of  six  persons  transmitted  to  mefiromthe 
department,  under  the  same  date  of  January  22, 1  have  examined  with 
care,  and  deduce  from  them  the  conclusion  that  disappointed  specu- 
lators and  low-minded  politicians  are  prepared  for  almost  any  extreme 
of  villany ,  when  they  can  resort,  as  tney  have  in  this  instance,  to  sub- 
ornation of  perjury,  to  achieve  on  the  one  hand  a  miserable  revenge  for 
my  having  frustrated,  in  the  course  of  my  duty,  their  nefarious  specu- 
lations, and  at  the  same  time  on  the  other  a£S)rd  them  aid  in  the  ulte- 
rior purposes  they  doubtless  have  in  view. 

The  unfortunate  position  into  which  they  have  unscrupulously  in- 
veigled the  poor,  and,  with  one  exception,  ignorant  men  whose  names 
axe  attached  to  the  affidavits  forwarded  to  me,  is  shown  by  the  coumUr 
affidavits  of  the  same  men,  hereto  attached,  marked  severally  AA,  BB, 
CC,  DD. 

It  seems  that  advantage  was  taken  of  their  ignorance,  or  their  being 
in  a  state  of  excitement  or  of  intoxication,  to  make  them  perjure  themr 
selves.  A  heartless  imposture,  characteristic  of  the  desperate  specu- 
lators, who  endeavored  to  destroy  the  feeble  moral  integrity  of  die 
Indians  to  get  them  to  repudiate  their  just  obligations  and  honest  debts. 
But  I  forbear  further  comment.  The  counter  ajfidavits  speak  for  them- 
selves, and  will  be  deemed  a  sadsfactozy  ofTset  and  answer  to  those 
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concocted  for  these  deluded  men  by  Messrs.  Sweetzer  i^  Robertson  in 
December  last. 

Though  six  in  number,  the  spurious  aflBdavits  then  got  up  are  merely 
two  setts ;  those  purporting  to  be  sworn  to  by  Louis  Ang^,  Vetal 
Boyer,  and  Peter  Bouillard,  (miss-spelled  Ague,  Borya,  and  Builer,) 
are  ail  the  same,  with  slight  variation,  while  those  which  Joseph  and 
George  Le  Blanc,  (mis-spelled  Le  Blan,)  and  Alex.  R.  McLeod,  depose 
to,  are  also  substantially  alike.  The  allegations  of  the  one  set  are  met  by  the 
new  depositions  of  Ang^r,  Borya,  and  Bouillard ;  and  the  falsehoods  of  the 
other  set  are  negatived  by  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  McLeod.  George  and 
Joseph  Le  Blanc  live  above  Traverse  des  Sioux,  and  there  has  been  no 
oppctftunity  to  read  to  them  the  affidavit  purporting  to  be  theirs.  Like 
the  others,  they  are,  no  doubt,  perfectly  unconscious  of  ever  having 
svrorn  to  such  a  paper — a  conclusion  which  the  supplement  of  the  new 
deposition  of  Louis  Ang^r  rather  tends  to  confirm.  The  part  Mr.  Sweet- 
zer took  in  getting  up  the  original  batch  of  falsehoods,  backed  by  the  un- 
conscious perjury  of  his  victims,  may  also  be  inferred  from  the  same  sup- 
plement to  Louis  Anger's  testimony.  Though  not  in  his  deposition,  it 
13  learned  from  Mr.  McLeod  and  others,  that  Robertsauj  editor  of  the 
Democrat,  took  charge  of  his  affidavit;  and  I  doubt  not,  from  this  and 
other  circumstances,  participated  with  Sweetzer  both  in  this  crimuud 
conspiracy  to  stibom  men  hy  fraud  to  perjure  themselves  and  in  his  other  con» 
spiracy  to  cheat  the  Indians  and  their  traders  out  of  their  debt  funds* 

Beside  these  affidavits,  the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Forbes,  a  merchant  of  this 

Elace,  member  of  the  first  and  each  succeeding  legislative  council,  isnd 
1st  year  president  of  that  honorable  body,  has  voluntered  an  affidavit 
on  the  subject,  which  is  also  subjoined,  (marked  EE.)  Mr.  Forbes 
being  coimected  by  marriage  with  the  Sioux  and  a  proficient  in  their 
language,  has  obhged  me  by  acting  as  mterpreter  for  this  superinten- 
dence ever  since  mv  arrival  in  the  Territory,  and  is,  therefore,  well 
acquinted  with  nearly  every  step  of  my  official  intercourse  with  those 
Indians. 

With  the  transmission  of  the  several  papers  above  referred  to,  I  might 
at  this  point  safely  rest  the  case,  without  furtlier  **  explanation,"  having 
fully  exhibited  the  falsehood  and  perjury  embodied  in  the  only  tangible 
evidence  that  has  been  adduced  to  sustain  the  complaints  laid  before  the 
department. 

jBut,  as  I  said  before,  it  is  the  reverse  of  my  desire  to  evade  investi- 
gation of  any  branch  of  this  subject.  To  all  honest  inquiries,!  am  wil- 
ling to  afibrd  explanation  of  every  phase,  even  of  my  action  in  the  recent 
Sioux  disbursements,  being  conscious  that  everjrthing  has  been  dona  in 
a  correct  and  upright  manner;  that  right  and  justice  have  prevailed ;  that 
the  Indians  have  been  defended  from  fiaud  and  imposition ;  that  their 
creditors  have  been  saved  from  being  robbed  and  swindled ;  and  that  the 
interests  of  the  community  at  large,  and  the  obligations  of  the  govern- 
ment, have  bolli  alike  been  attended  to,  the  former  subserved  and  the  lat- 
ter fulfilled. 

In  these  declarations  I  will  be  abimdantly  sustained  by  a  faithful 
history  of  the  whole  of  the  transactions  from  inception  to  termination. 

Immediately  upon  my  arriving  here  in  1849, 1  foimd  great  anxiety 
existing  among  the  people  to  extend  the  area  of  civilization  to  the  rich 
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Washington,  to  procure  funds  to  pay  for  them,  and  for  other  purposes, 
returning  as  speedily  as  possibly  before  the  steamboats  ceased  running. 
■  This  course  I  pursued,  and  leaving  here  on  the  16th  of  September, 
I  was  enabled  to  reach  Washington,  transact  the  business,  and  return 
to  the  territory  ere  navigation  closed,  bringing  with  me  the  money 
which,  though  no  disbursing  ofBcer  of  the  government,  I  was  entrusted 
with  in  my  mixed  capacity  of  special  agent  for  the  Indians  (**  to  carry 
out  a  treaty  stipulation")  and  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs. 

It  was  while  in  Washington  on  this  occasion,  that  Mr.  Hugh  Tyler, 
the  attorney  for  the  Sioux  traders  and  half-breads,  laid  before  me  the 
papers  marked  A  in  my  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo. 

I  had  been  before  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  document  of  the  kind, 
but  had  never  seen  the  original,  nor  a  copy,  nor  understood  its  exact 
purport,  except  that  the  Indians  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  simultaneously 
with  signing  the  treaty,  had  executed  some  paper  by  which  they  se- 
cured to  their  creditors  the  amount  stipulated  in  the  treaty,  **  to  settle 
their  affairs,  and  comply  with  tlieir  present  just  engagements,  and 
which,  as  commissioner,  I  knew  had  been  intended  to  pay  their  debts — 
though,  by  resolution  of  the  Senate,  we  were  prohibited  from  inserting 
any  specific  allowances  for  individual  creditors. 

Incfeed,  as  you  are  well  aware,  without  the  tissistance  of  the  traders, 
secured  by  our  permittivg  the  Indians  to  set  apart  in  the  treaty  a  certain 
sum  for  clearing  off  their  "  engagements  "  to  them,  no  treaty  could 
have  been  effected  at  all ;  and,  having  permitted  them  so  to  do,  the 
United  States  oflScers  were  under  at  least  tacit  and  implied  obligation, 
not  to  allow  thereafter,  any  body,  red  or  white,  to  render  nugatory  the 
stipulation. 

On  examining  the  document  submitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Tyler,  I  discov- 
ered that  while  not  a  power  of  attorney,  it  was  a  most  solemn  etcknaw- 
ledgment^  made  by  the  chiefs  in  open  council,  of  their  indebtedness  to 
certain  individuals,  **  pledging  the  faith  of  their  tribe  "  for  payment, 
and  requesting,  in  the  words  of  the  treaty,  that  the  United  States  would 
pay  the  individuals  named  the  sums  acknowledged  to  be  respectively 
due  them. 

The  aggregate  of  the  sum  they  desired  paid  to  their  traders,  was 
$210,000,  and  they  set  apart  likewise  $40,000  for  distribution  among 
their  half-breeds,  while  $25,000  was  reserved  "  to  remove  and  subsist 
themselves  for  one  year," — a  sum  amply  sufficient,  as  all  but  one  small 
band  lived  already  in  the  reserve  set  apart  for  them. 

The  document  was  signed  by  all  the  chiefs  and  headmen  who 
signed  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux ;  was  properly  witnessed  by  a 
number  of  respectable  citizens,  and  by  the  government  interpreter  on 
that  occasion,  not  one  of  which  witnesses,  up  to  this  time,  nas  ever 
alleged  to  me  anything  against  its  entire  validity. 

Prima  facicy  therefore,  it  was  a  valid  paper,  to  be  respected  and  rer 
garded  as  a  solemn  acknowledgment  by  the  upper  bands  of  their 
indebtedness. 

On  my  return  from  Washington,  a  series  of  councils  was  held  with 
the  MedaytoakatUoan  branch  of  the  lower  Sioux,  in  regard  to  the  distri- 
bution of  tkeir  debt  fund,  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  treaty 
and  proposed  payments 
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These  councils  were  first  held  at  the  interpreter's  house  at  tbe 
agency,  situated  on  the  high  bluff  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Minnesota 
river ;  but  the  Indians  complained  that  the  rooms  were  too  small,  and 
that  it  was,  moreover,  inconvenient  for  them  to  cross  over  the  river, 
and  they  therefore  preferred  the  recjuest  that  they  should  in  future 
meet  me  at  Mendota,  on  the  opposite  Dank  of  the  river,  on  which  side 
of  .the  Minnesota  also  they  were  nearly  all  encamped.  Their  request 
being  a  reasonable  one,  the  councils  were  thereafter  held  in  the  large 
rooms  of  the  same  warehouse  in  which  the  councils  were  held  during 
the  negotiation  of  the  ^eaty.  I  make  this  explanation  of  so  small  a 
matter,  because  my  meeting  the  Indians  at  a  convenient  place  at  their 
own  request,  where  they  might  all  assemble,  is  not  the  least  among  the 
grievous  faults  laid  to  my  charge. 

In  the  discussions  at  these  councils  with  the  MedaywakantoanSi  I 
discovered  that  the  honesty  of  the  Indians  had  been  tampered  with  by 
sundry  recently  licensed  and  unlicensed  traders,  actinc^  in  concert  will 
a  number  of  half-breeds,  and  were,  in  consequence,  disposed  to  repu- 
diate their  debts  to  their*old  traders  entirely,  should  they  once  get  the 
money  into  their  own  hands. 

Indeed,  all  that  I  heard  oflBcially  and  unofficially  forced  me  to  be- 
lieve that  a  canspiracyj  having  this  end  in  view,  existed,  and  I  immedi- 
ately formed  the  resolve  to  defeat  the  dishonest  combination  if  I  could. 

I  told  the  Indians  that  they,  as  well  as  myself,  well  knew  for  what 
purpose  the  hand  money  stipulated  in  the  treaty  was  given  and  set 
apart.  That  it  was  principsdly  to  settle  their  afifairs  and  comply  widi 
their  jprcscn^  just  engagements,  or,  in  other  words,  to  pay  their  just  debts 
due  and  owing  up  to  the  signing  of  the  treaty.  That  the  m<Miey  being 
set  aside  for  this  purpose,  they,  the  Indians,  had  no  right  to  divert  it  to 
any  other  purpose ;  nor  had  I  the  right,  nor  would  I  permit  them  so  to 
divide  the  money ;  that  they  might  consider  about  it,  but  that  I  should 
not  pay  the  hand  money  until  they  had  "  settled  their  affairs"  with 
their  creditors,  and  designated  in  what  manner  and  in  what  proportion 
it  should  be  paid  to  those  creditors. 

This  firm  stand,  in  opposition  to  intended  injustice  and  to  a  violation 
of  a  treaty  provision,  resulted,  I  am  proud  to  say,  in  the  defeat  of  the 
fraudulent  conspiracy. 

In  a  few  days  the  Medajrwakantoans  came  to  the  conclusion  to  do 
what  was  just  and  right  and  in  accordance  with  the  treaty,  and  pre- 
sented me  with  a  paper  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Mendota,  November  9, 1852. 

We,  the  chiefs  of  the  Meday  wakantoan  band  of  Sioux  and  Dakotab 
Indians,  in  open  council  assembled,  do  hereby  acknowledge  to  hafe 
received  of  Alexander  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  tbe 
sum  of  ninety  thousand  dollars,  under  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Mendota,  of  the  6th  of  August,  1851.  Seventy 
thousand  dollars  of  which  we  desire  him  to  pay  m  fuU  acquittance  cS 
our  just  obligations  at  the  date  of  said  treaty  to  our  licensed  traders. 
WAH-PAH-SHAH,  (the  Standard,  or  Redleaf,)  his  x  mart 
WAH-KOO-TAY,  (The  Shooter,)  his  x  mark. 
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TAH-0-YAH;TAY-DOO-TAH,  (His  Scarlet  People,  or  Little 

Crow,)  his  x  mark. 
TAH-TCHAH-TOO-DOO-TAH,  (Good  Road,)  his  x  mark. 
SHAH-KPAY,  ("  Six,")  his  x  mark. 
WEE-TCHAN-KPEE,  ("  The  Star,")  his  x  mark. 
MAH-RAH-HO-TAH,  (Grey  Metal,)  his  x.mark. 
HOO-YAH-PAH,  (Eagle  Head,)  his  x  mark. 
MAH-RAH-YAH-WAH-MAY-NO-HAH,  (Ground  Shell  Metal, 

Medicine  Rattle,)  his  x  mark. 
TCHAN-DOO-HOO-PAH,  (The  Pipe,)  his  x  mark. 
E-TO-KAN-A  HA,  his  x  mark. 
MAH-HPEA-WEE-TCHASH-TAH,  (Man  of  the  Sky,)  his  x 

mark. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  of  this  $90,000  receipted  for,  this  paper  sets 
apart  only  ^70,000  to  pay  their  licensed  traders.  The  balance  of 
^^20,000  was,  with  the  consent  of  the  traders,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
chiefs,  paid  into  their  own  hand?  for  the  alleged  purpose  of  distribution 
by  themselves  among  their  half-breed  relations.  I  regret  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  of  this  amount  the  latter  obtained  but  a  small  portion,  and 
that  portion  was  distributed  in  a  shamefully  unequal  manner ;  nine- 
tenths  of  the  lower  half-breeds  receiving  nothing  at  all.  This  conduct 
of  the  Indians  only  confirmed  me  and  all  who  witnessed  the  transac- 
tion in  the  opinion  which  experience  in  the  Indian  character  so  fre- 
quently confirms,  that  it  is  utterly  unsafe  to  rely  upon  the  abstract  jus- 
tice or  impartiality  of  Indians  when  the  power  is  in  their  own  hands  to 

atify  their  cupimty,  especially  when,  as  in  this  case,  outside  influences 
or  ulterior  purposes  had  been  busily  engaged  for  weeks  and  months  in 
undermining  their,  at  best,  very  feeble  principles  of  moral  honesty. 

This  conduct  towards  their  half-breeds  was  the  more  inexcusable  as 
at  the  same  time  they  had  the  $20,000,  their  agent  paid  them,  per 
jca'pUa^  about  $55,000,  a  large  sum  for  Indians  to  handle  at  once,  with, 
besides,  goods  and  provisions  to  a  large  amount. 

The  conclusion  seems  inevitable,  therefore,  fi*om  their  conduct  in 
reference  to  this  comparatively  small  sum,  that  had  they  been  per- 
mitted to  seize  upon  the  $70,000,  it  also  woidd  have  been  either  squan- 
dered in  a  useless  manner  or  been  unequally  distributed,  without  regard 
to  justice  or  previous  indebtedness  upon  the  new  licensed  or  the  old 
unlicensed  traders,  with  perhaps  a  few  favorite  half-breeds,  especially 
those  who  had  lent  the  former  their  assistance  to  demoralize  their 
Indian  relations. 

Having  concluded  business  with  the  lower  bands,  the  affairs  of  the 
Wah-pay-hoo-tays  being  previously  arranged  without  diflBculty,  (as  per 
my  letter  of  January  14,)  1  proceeded  to  Traverse  des  Sioux  to  meet 
the  Seeseetoans  and  Wahpaytoans,  the  bands  parties  to  the  upper 
treaty. 

In  one  view  of  the  case  I  need  not  have  taken  this  journey.  The 
question  of  the  disposition  of  their  band  money  was  suready  settled. 
They  had  already  twice,  in  open  council  of  al(  the  chiefs  and  head- 
men, exercised  the  restricted  power  reserved  "  to  the  chiefe,"  &c.,  to 
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divrrt  the  manner  in  which  their  8275,000  debt  fund  should  be  paid  and 
applied. 

Their  ri«;hts  and  authority  in  the  premises  >vere  tlierefore  exhawtd; 
lirst  by  their  "  solemn  acknowlecfgment"  of  indebtedness  to  their 
tradcTs  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  July  23,  1861,  and  second  bv  tlic  execa- 
tioii  of  the  combined  "  request"  and  power  of  attorney  to  me  in  open 
coiHieil,  at  St.  Paul,  on  the  8lh  of  September,  1852. 

Other  considerations,  however,  aside  from  this  matter,  induced  me  U 
visit  the  Traverse  on  the  occasion  of  paying  their  annuities  to  ilie  uppa 
bands.  It  was  the  initiatory  step  of  the  new  relations  existing  aik 
lluTcafter  to  exist  l>etween  them  and  the  government,  and  as  they  wen 
unacquainted  with  the  forms  of  doing  business,  exigencies  might  arisf 
rendering  my  presence  necessary. 

1  was  tlesirous,  lik'jwise,  of  investigating  in  person  what  foundatb 
there  was  for  the  rumors  industriously  circulated  of  dissatisfaction  amonj 
the  upper  biinds  with  the  disposition  they  had  made  of  the  baad  mooej 

Upon  arriving  at  the  Traverse,  I  found  the  Inciians  were  only  par 
tially  assembled,  the  unusuallj'  early  belting  in  of  wrinter  having  pre 
vented  the  Uiore  distant  bands  about  the  heads  of  the  Minnessou  tron 
attending  in  a  body,  though  deputations  of  principal  men  fiom  eva 
these  were  upon  the  ground. 

The  first  day  after  my  arrival,  the  chiefs  and  headmen  ammcncei 
laying  lx*lore  me  their  views  and  wishes  on  different  subjects,  and  e» 
pecially  in  regard  to  various  jKDints  touching  their  future  st*ttlemenl8  ii 
their  reserves. 

Another  state  of  things,  however,  existed  on  the  day  following,  i 
received  notice  from  several  of  the  chiefs  that  they  were  resirainec 
from  coming  to  visit  mc  by  a  band  of  young  men  organized  into  wba 
is  termed  a  "  soldur*s  lodgc^*^  who  menaced  them  with  violence  aw 
even  death  should  they  come  to  talk  to  me  ;  and  they  wished  me  ti 
send  for  troops  to  protect  them. 

This  soldier's  lodge  I  jiscertained  was  organized  by  the  chief  of  lb 
Traverse  des  Sioux  band,  named  Mah-rah-shaw,  or  Red  Iron,  adinj 
as  I  found  reason  to  believe,  more  under  the  influence  and  at  the  iosd 
gation  of  a  recently  Ucenced  trader  named  Madison  S weelzer,  at  whoe 
trading-house  their  chief  and  his  "  soldiers"  held  many  of  their  meeting 

In  the  course  of  the  day  Red  Iron  and  **  his  soldiers,"  accompanie 
by  some  of  the  other  chiefs,  the  latter,  (especially  the  upper  chiefi 
whose  bands  were  pardy  absent,)  evidently  overawed,  and  under  re 
straint,  came  in  a  body  to  hold  a  council  with  me,  at  which  be  and  hi 
men  behaved  in  word  and  manner  so  insolently  that  I  was  compelled 
from  a  sense  of  what  was  due  to  the  government  I  represented,  aw 
for  the  preservation  of  the  dignity  of  my  official  [>osition  in  the  eyes  o 
the  Indians  generally,  to  abruptly  close  and  dismiss  the  council. 

I  now  became  satisfied  of  the  exact  game  intended  to  be  played  bj 
the  factious  Indians  and  white  men  moving  behind  them. 

It  appeared  that  one  band  and  part  of  another  only  were  infected  b] 
the  bribes  and  presents  of  the  white  conspirators,  and  that  if  left&ei 
to  act,  the  rest  of  the  ghiefs  and  bands  strongly  desired  to  redeem  theii 
engagements  to  their  old  traders,  and  were  content  with  the  arrai^ 
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menls  already  made  on  the  23d  of  July,  1851,  and  8th  of  September, 
1852. 

The  other,  however,  indicated  by  their  language  and  action  that  they 
intended  to  prevent  the  payment  of  the  annuities  even,  unless  they 
could  so  far  break  up  the  arrangements  alluded  to  as  to  admit  their 
white  preceptor  in  dishonesty  to  share  largely  in  the  distribution 
of  the  hand  money,  and  likewise  obtain  for  themselves  a  considerable 
slice  off  the  same  fund. 

The  painful  position  in  which  the  officers  of  the  government  and  the 
majority  of  the  chiefs  were  placed  by  thq  desperate  conduct  of  Ma-ra- 
shaw  and  his  "  soldiers"  was  happily  relieved  the  next  day  by  the 
arrival  of  a  detachment  of  about  sixty  troops,  principally  infantry,  with 
a  few  dra£[oons,  under  the  command  of  Captain  James  Monroe,  jr.,  and 
Lieut.  Kelton,  from  Fort  Snelling. 

I  immediately  requested  Captain  Monroe  to  station  his  men  so  as  to 
command  the  road  by  which  access  was  ordinarily  had  to  our  quy  rters  and 
council  room,  and  to  permit  no  chief  coming  to  see  their  agent  or  my- 
self to  be  attended  by  more  than  four  of  his  men  or  "  soldiers." 

In  the  course  of  the  day  Red  Iron,  with  his  band  of  about  forty 
"  soldiers,"  well  armed,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Sweetser,  came  down  in 
a  body  from  the  latter's  trading-house,  and  attempted  to  pass  the  troops 
to  visit  me,  as  they  represented. 

My  orders  were  at  once  communicated  to  them,  through  a  compe- 
tent interpreter,  by  Captain  Monroe ;  but  Red  Iron  himself  was  told 
that  he  could  go  through,  with  from  one  to  four  of  his  men,  but  no 
more. 

This  his  "soldiers"  loudly  refused  to  permit,  and  eventually  they  all 
retired,  not,  however,  until  their  persistence  in  endeavoring  to  pass 
through,  after  being  stopped,  had  caused  the  troops  to  handle  tneir 
arms,  and  nearly  produced  a  collision,  (barely  averted  by  the  forbear- 
ance of  Captain  Monroe,)  which  must  have  resulted  deplorably  fatal  to 
the  ill-advised  chief  and  nis  men. 

This  slight  check,  however,  had  little  effect  upon  their  after  conduct. 
The  Indian  "soldiers"  still  continued  their  organization,  parading 
about  the  prairie  from  camp  to  camp,  or  to  Mr.  Sweetzer's  trading 
house,  flourishing  their  weapons  and  discharging  their  guns  in  bravado, 
over-awing  the  chiefs  and  suspending  the  transaction  of  all  business 
whatever. 

In  this  condition  of  affairs  there  seemed  but  two  alternatives,  one  was 
to  leave  Mr.  Sweetzer  and  his  fellow  conspirators,  with  the  few  Indians 
he  controlled,  masters  of  the  field,  at  full  liberty  to  pursue  his  machina* 
tions  to  obtain  possession  of  the  fund  plainly  set  apart  to  pay  the  Indian 
debts  contracted  prior  to  the  treaty. 

The  other  alternative  was,  in  pursuance  of  my  instructions  of  Oc- 
tober 4,  1852,  to  regard  the  "  suffering  condition  of  the  Indians,  in 
coTmexian  with  other  intereds  involved;^*  and  make  the  £Uinuity  payment 
at  all  hazards,  as  well  as  maintain,  at  every  risk,  the  authority  of  the 
government. 

The  latter  alternative,  though  the  least  pleasant  for  myself,  I  felt  it 
my  duty  to  adopt.  The  first  step  I  conceived  to  be  the  suppression 
of  Red  Irons*  "  soldiers'  lodge."     I  sent  to  the  chief  requesting  him 
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to  come  and  sec  mc  as  I  wanted  to  talk  to  him  on  the  subject.  He 
did  not  come.  I  sent  an  interpreter  to  him  again,  making  the  same 
request.  He  once  more  disregarded  it.  I  sent  him  the  day  following 
a  like  request  by  Lieutenant  Kelton,  attended  by  two  interpreters, 
one  as  a  check  upon  the  other,  to  insure  the  correct  interpretation  of 
my  message.  He  said  he  would  come  by  a  specified  time.  We 
waited  two  hours  after  the  period  he  had  set,  and  in  the  meantime 
saw  him  pass  by  at  a  distance,  going  with  his  soldiers  to  attend  a 
feast. 

Upon  this  last  exhibition  of  contempt  and  contumacy,  at  my  iostance. 
Captain  Munroe  dispatched  Lieutenant  Kelton,  with  a  sufficient  de- 
tachment, who  arrested  him  in  the  midst  of  his  •*  soldiers'*  and  festival 
and  brought  him  into  my  presence. 

To  my  inquiries  he  was  able  to  allege  no  reason  ibr  not  complying 
with  my  repeated  messages,  except  that  he  and  his  soldiers  baa  been 
prevented  coming  to  visit  me  on  a  former  occasion  by  the  troops. 

1  told  him  he  had  taken  to  himself  bad  advisers  and  had  acted 
badly  ;  that  his  men  under  his  direction  were  acting  badly ;  and  that 
inasmuch  as  at  the  treaty  in  July,  1851,  I  had  made  him  a  chirfy  in  the 
hope  of  his  guiding  his  people  to  do  good  and  restraining  them  firom 
evil,  but  had  been  disappointed — he  having  behaved  the  reverse  of 
what  I  expected  of  him — ^that  I  therefore  broke  him  of  hin  chi^iaimMpj 
as  unworthy  of  such  a  position. 

I  then  remanded  him  into  the  custody  of  the  troops,  to  remain  a  pris- 
oner until  such  time  as  his  men  should  disband  their  '^  soldiers*  lodge" 
and  behave  themselves  in  a  peaceful  manner. 

This  stroke  was  decisive.  The  •*  soldiers"  immediately  broke  up 
their  lodge,  and  the  next  day,  at  noon,  brought  the  other  chiefs  witn 
them  to  announce  to  me  what  they  had  done,  and  they  begged  the  re- 
lease of  Red  Iron  from  custody. 

I  took  the  opportunity  to  make  them  all  understand,  that  when  their 
Great  Father  sent  his  officers  among  them,  to  confer  with  them  and 
theu-  chiefs,  one  band  had  no  right  to  interdict,  by  an^  regulation  or 
combination  of  their  own,  the  chiefs  of  other  bands  visiting  and  doing 
business  with  such  officer  or  officers ;  that  each  band  had  the  privil^e 
of  instructing  its  own  chief  what  to  say  and  do  in  their  public  councils ; 
but  not  of  over-awing  or  dictating  to  other  bands  or  their  chie&,  and 
the  latter  course  would  always  be  visited  with  displeasure  and  punish- 
ment. 

Red  Iron  was  then  released,  with  an  admonition  as  to  his  future  be- 
haviour, but  was  not  restored  to  his  chieftainship.  He  expressed  him- 
self sorry  for  his  conduct,  and  said  he  had  been  "  badly  advised**  by  a 
white  man. 

After  this,  no  further  difficulty  was  experienced.  The  chiefs,  reUeved 
from  the  menaces  of  the  *'  soldiers,"  freely  acceded  to  the  arrangeroenls 
for  the  annuity  payment ;  their  bands  were  ehrolled,  and  their  annuities 
paid  over  to  tliem  by  Agent  McLean. 

The  chiefs  all,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  expressed  their  satis* 
faction  with  the  dispositon  before  made  of  their  hand  money,  fix*  the 
payment  of  their  debts,  and  desired  that  it  should  be  adherecl  to. 
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The  trader  Swcetser,  however,  made  an  effort  after  this  to  seize  at 
least  a  portion  of  the  money,  ere  it  passed  entirely  out  of  his  reach. 

His  party  of  Indians  waited  upon  me  a  day  or  two  subsequent  to  the 
dispersion  of  the  "  soldiers'  lodge,"  and  presented  a  paper,  (written  in 
Dakota,  by  an  educated  Indian  employea  by  him  as  a  small  trader,^  to 
'which  was  attached,  in  the  same  hand  writing,  a  number  of  Inaian 
names  which  I  could  not  know  were  those  of  chiefs,  or  that  it  was 
adopted  in  public  council,  being  witnoss(*d  on  its  face  by  neither  pri- 
vate citizen  or  public  officer. 

To  this  piece  of  waste  paper  1  sup}X)sed  is  referred,  by  the  allegation 
in  the  suborned  affidavits,  that  the  Indians  requested  me  '^  to  distribute 
equalljf  among  all  the  half-breeds  of  the  tribe  the  sum  of  $60,000,"  as 
it  is  the  only  paper  of  ;m^  kind  in  which  the  sum  of  $60,000,  (instead 
of  $40,000,  the  amount  given  on  the  23d  of  July,  1851,)  is  proposed  by 
any  body  to  be  distributed  *'  among  the  half-breeds." 

The  "tf^Mo/t/y  "  of  the  distribution  which  this  paper  makes,  however, 
may  be  judged  by  the  fact  that  it  pays  no  regard  to  the  number  in  each 
family,  but  puts  down  lour  half-breeds  for  gross  amounts  of  $8,000 
each,  others  lor  $2,000,  $1,500,  $1,000,  and  so  on,  while  it  leaves  out 
of  the  distribution  entirely  quite  a  hundred  individual  half-breeds,  who 
are  included  in  the  original  distribution  of  1851,  a  fad  that  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  the  word  **  all"  as  well  as  the  word  *'  equally  "  must 
have  different  meanings  hi  the  vocabulary  of  Mr.  Swe(»tzer  and  his 
associates,  from  those  attached  to  them  in  the  standard  diirtionaries  of 
the  day. 

But,  while  taking  caieof  sundry  favorite  half-breeds,  this  paper  was 
"equally"  careful  of  Mr.  Sweetser. 

The  list  of  creditors  of  the  Indians,  on  the  distribution  paper  of  1851, 
embraces  twenty-four  claimants  and  traders,  whereas  lliis  last  con- 
coction of  Mr.  Sweetser,  a  few  half-br(»eds  and  few  demoralized  In- 
dians, makes  a  farce  of  even-handed  justice  by  the  following  distribu- 
tion to  traders,  viz : 

Mr.  Sibley $20,000 

Mr.  Sweetser 10,000 

Mr.  McLeod 8,000 

Mr.  Jos.R.Brown 8,000 

Mr.  Laframboise 6,000 

Mr.  Louis  Roberts 5,000 

Mr.  Dousman 6,000 

Mr.  McKenzie 5,000 

Mr.  Francois  Frenier 1,000 

Mr.  Renville 1,000 

$70,000 

Mr.  Jos.  R.  Brown  is  the  only  one  on  the  previous  list  whose  dis- 
tributive share  is  increased  in  the  above,  being  $1,500  greater.  Mr. 
Dousman,  who  uxis  not  a  claimant  at  all,  is  assimed  $5,000,  and  Mr. 
SwBBTSBR,  who  ucver  came  into  the  country  untu  three  or  four  months 
q/fer  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty,*  and  of  course  could  hardly  have  hu 
oaims,  good  or  bad,  included  under  the  treaty  phrase  of  ^^  our  present 
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Just  engagements."  This  Mr.  Sweetzer  is  modestly  put  down  by  hLs 
creatures  for  the  round  sum  of  $10,000 — a  considerable  falling  off,  it  is 
true,  from  tbe  high  anticipations  of  his  advent  in  the  country,  when  he 
essayed  to  grasp  the  entire  fund,  but  still  a  little  surprising  when  it  is 
considered  ihat  Mr.  Sibley,  for  nineteen  years  at  the  head  of  the  Indian 
trade  in  this  region,  and  employing  an  immense  capital,  is  allowed  but 
double  the  sum  claimed  by  this  in-comerof  a  year's  standing;  and  that 
Mr.  McLeod,  a  trader  in  the  country  for  fifteen  years,  Mr.  Lafiram- 
boise,  a  trader  between  twenty  and  thirty  years,  and  the  Renvilles  and 
Freniers,  from  time  out  of  mind,  are  acKnowledged  as  creditors  in 
amounts  far  below  this  trader  of  yesterday. 

I  would  hardly  have  noticed  this  paper  so  particularly,  did  it  n<A  ex- 
hibit the  sinister  motives  actuating  the  pack  now  hurlmg  their  venom 
against  myself  and  others,  by  whom  they  were  foiled  in  the  schemes 
for  robbery  and  injustice.  Of  course,  I  paid  no  attention  to  a  docu- 
ment which  was  such  a  manifest  concoction  of  fraud  and  roguery. 

Before  I  left  the  Traverse,  I  had  furnished  me  another  evidence  of 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Indians  with  the  distribution  of  their  debt 
fund  on  July  23,  1851,  and  with  the  act  of  their  council  at  Saint  Paul, 
September  8,  1852,  which  turned  the  whole  matter  over  to  ray  discre- 
tion. This  they  exhibited  by  coming  voluntarily  forward,  and  signing 
the  following  instrument : 

NovEifBER  29, 1852. 

We,  the  chiefs  of  the  Seesetoan  and  Wahpaytoan  bands  of  Dakocat 
or  Sioux  Indians,  in  open  council  assembled,  do  hereby  acknowledge 
to  have  received  of  Alexander  Ramsay,  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  under  the 
first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioox,  of 
July  23,  1851. 

Two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  of  which  we  desire  him  to 
pay,  in  full  acquittance  of  our  just  obligations  at  the  date  of  said  treaty, 
to  our  traders,  agreeably  to  the  distribution  made  at  the  tfcie  of  the 
treaty  aforesaid,  and  the  balance  to  our  relations  of  mixed  blood. 

EE-TAY-WAH-KEEN-YAN,    (Thunder   Face,   or    Limping 

Devil,)  his  x  mark. 
WAH-NAH-KSOON-TAY,  (The  Walnut  or  Blunt  Arrow,)  his 

X  mark. 
YAH-ZHAA-PEE,  (The  Wind  Instrument,)  his  x  mark. 
O-KEE-TAH  his  x  mark. 
EE-TCHAH^HKAN-O-MAH-NEE,  (Who  Walks  Shaking.) 

his  X  tnnrk. 
WAH-AH-NAH-TAH,  his  x  mark. 
NO-GHO-PTAN,  (The  Listener,)  his  x  mark. 
WAM-TCHEE-PI-DUTA,  his  x  mark. 

A—TCTPA    hm  3C  mark 

ESH-TAH-HU-TAH-KVASH-HAH,  (Young  Sleepy-eyes,)  his 

X  mark 
O-TAHKA-TAY,  (Plenty  Killer,)  his  x  mark. 
HOOPAH-EN-APAH-DOO-TAH,  (The  Upper  End,)  his  i 

mark. 
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Witnesses : 

Thobhas  Foster. 
John  C.  Kelton,  U.  S.  A. 
Charles  D.  Fillemore. 
William  Henry  Forbes. 

In  addition  to  the  chiefs  signing  the  foregoing,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  distinguished  chiefs  of  the  upper  bands,  (detained  away  from  the 
Traverse  in  November,  by  the  early  winter,)  called  by  the  whites  "Big 
Curly,'*  or  "  Grand  Frise,"  has  transmitted  the  following  paper,  signed 
by  himself  and  principal  "soldiers,"  which  may  be  considered  of 
similar  tenor  with  the  one  above  quoted.  It  is  witnessed,  it  will  be 
perceived,  by  the  Rev.  S.  R.  Riggs,  the  respected  missionary  at  Lac 
qui  Parle : 

**  To  tlie  Hon  Alexander  Ramsey ^  Governor  of  Minnesota^  and  Mr.  Na^ 
thaniel  McLean,  Indian  Agent: 

"  We,  the  chiefs  and  braves  of  the  Wah-pay-toan-wan  Dakotahs,  at  Lac 
qui  Parle,  do,  of  our  own  accord,  hereby  signify  our  assent  and  consent 
to  that  part  of  the  treaty  of  1851,  which  gives  a  portion  to  the  traders 
and  half-breeds ;  and  we  desire  that  it  may  be  carried  into  effect  as 
speedily  as  possible. 

"In  testimony  of  which  we  hereunto  affix  our  names  and  marks: 

"OO-PEE-YAH-HDN-YAH,  (Extending  Brain,  or  Big  Curly,) 
his  X  mark 

"  WEE-YAH-HAN-NOAN-PAH-KEEN-YAN,  (Twice  Fly- 
ing,) his  X  mark. 

"  WAH-KAH-MAH-NEE,  (Walking  Spirit,)  his  x  mark. 

"MAH-PEE-YAN-HUAH-SHKAN-SHKAI,  (Morning  Cloud,) 
his  X  mark. 

"  OH-EEN-YAH-PAH-YAH,  (Head  That  Runs,)  his  x  mark. 

"MAH-YAH-DOO-TAH,  (Red  Metal,)  his  x  mark. 

"MAH-KOH-EE-DOO-ZAH,  (Earth  Holder,)  his  x  mark. 

"Witnesses: 
"S.  R.  Riggs. 
"Lorenzo  Lawrence." 

In  taking  from  the  upper  chiefs  the  receipt  of  November  29, 1852, 1  did 
what  might  be  held  a  work  of  supererogation ;  for  their  action  already 
twice  before  would  seem  to  have  completely  exhausted  their  limited 
control  over  the  hand  money,  especially,  as  on  the  8th  of  September 
they  had  settled  in  myself  a  comprehensive  power  and  discretion  to  act 
for  them — that  is  to  say,  in  case  the  paper  of  July  23,  1851,  was,  as 
some  whites  pretended,  invalid,  to  distribute  the  money  at  my  discre- 
tion, in  such  manner  as  would  best  carry  out  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  treaty— or,  if  that  paper  was  valid,  to  act  for  and  instead  of 
the  Indians,  in  receipting  to  the  United  States  for  their  money,  and  then 
pay  it  over  to  their  creditors,  according  to  the  distributive  list  originally 
made  out.     Still,  as  so  much  false  clamor  was  raised,  I  thought  the  pa- 

Eer  would  be  in  the  nature  of  cumulative  evidence,  showing  persistence 
y  the  majority  of  the  Indians  in  their  intentions,  and  "manner"  of 
doing  justice  to  their  old  creditors. 
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0\\v  moTv  dtxrumcnl,  emanating  from  Traverse  des  Sioux,  daid 
cember  3,  1852,  and  purporting  to  be  the  action  of  a  "  majoriiy  of 
chiets  "  of  the  upper  b;mds,  demands  some  comment,  ere  I  dismiss 
branch  of  the  subject.  A  copy  of  the  pjiper  I  allude  to  was  undei 
same  date  of  January  22,  along  with  the  affidavits  transmitted  U 
from  the  department,  where,  I  suppose,  the  original  is  on  file. 

But  slight  examination  of  this  paper  is  needed  to  safely  proooui 
another  i>f  the  conceptions  of  Mr.  Sweetser,  backed  by  a  few  Im 
of  no  note,  whom  he  gathers  into  his  trading  house,  and  buys  or  a 
into  assenting  to  his  prolific  assortment  of  "irrevocable"  powers c 
toniey ;  distributive  li^ts  giving  him  S10,000,  protests,  retjuesis, 
one  of  which,  failing  its  intended  purpose,  is  immediately  followc 
a  fresh  document,  which,  though  signed  by  a  variety  of  new  nam 
in  each  cast*  gravely  vouched  for  as  being  the  act  of  a  "  majority  \ 
chiefs,"  &c. 

In  the  paper  in  question,  Mr.  A.  J.  Campbell,  said  to  beahalPI 
interpreter,  m  Mr.  Sweetser's  employ,  not  only  swears  that  "Ik 
true  interpretation  make  of  the  contents  of  the  said  instrument  to 
council,"  but  **that  it  (the  council )  was  ct>ni|x>sed  of  a  majofity  o 
chiefs  of  said  bands !'' 

On  looking  over  the  signatures  appended,  1  discover  that  the  a 
of  but  two  chiefs  are  signed  to  the  documeql,  and  only  ooeof  i 
"  Big  Gun,"  can  Ik?  admitted  to  have,  i>^/<<q|jj^igned  it^  with  a  k 
leilge  of  its  contents. 

The  other  chief,  E-tay-wah-keen-yau,  or  "  Limping  Devil,"  hi 
successively  signed  the  debt  fund  distribution  of  Ju^  23,  1851 
power  of  attorney  to  me  of  Septcipber  8,  1852,  the  receipt  of  >o^ 
oer  29,  1853,  and  ti-equently,  l)esidfe9,  expressed  to  me  his  satis& 
witli  what  was  done— the  conclusion  cannot  be  avoided  that  there 
no  correct  interpretation  to  him  of  the  contents  of  the  paper — a  pa 
that  is  not  at  all  weakened  by  the  evident  falsehood  which  the  intern 
swore  to,  when  he  declares,  in  his  affidavit  befi)re  Scjuire  Dodd 
the  council  **  was  composed  of  a  majority  of  the  chiefs  of  said  bar 
■  .    It  will  not  be  necessarj'  to  dwell  further  n|x>n  this  pajier,  which 

bears  fraud  and  deceit  stamped  on  its  very  front,  and  is  obviously  i 
validity  or  account  whatever. 

The  falsehood  it  embodies,  aside  from  the  detects  in  its  execi 
would  deservedly  discrc*dit  it,  were  no  other  objections  to  it  ten 
For  instance,  in  the  third  paragraph  Mr.  Sweetser  asserts  (under  c 
of  his  deludetl  Indians)  that  the  distributive  list  of  July  23,  1851, 
calculated  to  do  great  injustice  to  a  large  number  of  ourmogt  meritc 
creditors.*^ 

It  is  sufficient  answer  to  tliis,  if  answer  it  rcHjuires,  to  say,  tha 
to  this  hour  I  have  not  heard  of  ercn  one  trader  to  whom  the  uppei 
dians  were  indebted  prior  to  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  \\nc 
omitted  in  that  list,  and  I  do  not  believe  a  single  ante-treaty  credita 
be  i'ound  who  was  not  provided  for  in  that  distribution. 

On  my  retunj,  therefore,  from  Traverse  des  Sioux  to  St.  Paul, 
position  in  relation  to  the  government,  the  Indians,  and  their  credi 
and  in  reference  to  the  fourth  article  of  each  treaty,  seemed  abw 
foWoVk  s  I 
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Treaty  rf  Mendota* — ^Under  this  treaty  the  Me-day-wah-kan-toans,  to 
pay  their  old  debts  and  remove  and  subsist  themselves  for  one  year,  were 
entitled  to  receive  from  the  United  States  $110,000,  and  the  Wah-pah- 
koo-tays  also  $110,0000. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1852,  the  Wah-pay-koo-tavs,  by  their  re- 
ceipt to  me,  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  for  $90,000,  acquitted 
ana  discharged  the  United  States  of  that  much  of  the  obligation  to  pay 
$110,000,  leaving  a  balance  due  from  government  of  $20,000. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1852,  the  Me-day-wah-kan-toans  likewise, 
by  a  similar  receipt  to  pfie  for  $90,000,  acquitted  and  discharged  the 
United  States  of  so  much  of  their  treaty  obligations,  leaving  a  balance 
still  due  of  $20,000. 

Thus  $40,000  of  the  aggregate  sum  is  all  that  is  unreceipted  for,  and 
this  is  to  be  applied,  under  the  treaty,  to  the  removal  of  both  bands,  and 
their  subsistence  for  one  year. 

The  Wah-pay-koo-tays,  after  discharging  and  acquitting  the  United 
States  of  the  sum  of  $90,()00,  in  the  same  receipt  placed  this  money  in 
my  hands,  and  requested  me  to  pay  it  over,  "  in  full  acquittance  of  our 
just  obligations  at  the  date  of  said  treaty,  to  our  licensed  traders.'* 

The  Me-day-wah-kan-toans  in  like  manner,  after  acquitting  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  $90,000,  placed  $70,000  of  it  m  my  hands,  and  desired 
me  to  pay  that  sum  over,  ''in  full  acquittance  of  our  just  obligations  at 
the  date  of  said  treaty,  to  our  licensed  traders." 

I  was  thus  specially  empowered  by  all  the  Mendota  treaty  Indians 
to  "  settle"  with  their  creditors,  and  pay  over  to  them,  in  liquidation  of 
all  Indian  debts  prior, to  the  treaty,  the  sum  of  $160,000,  in  full  dis- 
charge of  the  "engagements"  of  both  the  lower  bands. 

Previous  to  visitmg  the  upper  Indians,  however,  I  had  disbursed  the 
$90,000  debt  fund  of  the  Wan-pay-koo-tays.  This  band,  before  Agent 
McLean,  early  made  a  distribution  of  their  hand  money  among  their 
creditors,  and  the  validity  of  this  distribution  having  never  been  dis- 
puted or  impugned  in  any  manner  by  either  Indians  or  whites,  I  gladly 
availed  myseli  of  an  opportunity,  previous  to  departing  for  Traverse 
des  Sioux,  to  relieve  myself  from  the  anxiety  of  its  care  by  paying  it 
over  to  their  licensed  traders,  for  whose  receipt  and  other  matters  inci- 
dent to  this  payment  I  refer  to  my  letter  of  January  14. 

Consequently,  on  my  return  from  the  Traverse,  I  had  but  the 
$70,000  debt  fund  of  the  Meday wahkantoans  in  my  possession,  in 
trust  for  their  creditors. 

Treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux. — The  hand  money  accruing  to  the 
upper  Indians  by  this  treaty,  was  one  undivided  aggregate  of  $275,000. 

By  the  paper  of  distribution  so  often  referred  to  which  the  two  upper 
bands  executed  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  in  1851,  they  assigned  $210,000 
of  this  aggregate  to  **  settle"  with  their  traders ;  and  with  the  assent 
of  the  latter  $40,000  more  was  set  apart  for  the  half-breeds,  leaving 
$25,000  unappropriated. 

By  the  subsequent  comprehensive  paper  executed  at  St.  Paul,  Sep- 
tember 8th,  1852,  they  gave  me  power  to  ask,  receipt  for,  and  control 
the  whole  of  the  $275,000,  *'  to  do,  or  cause  to  be  done,  all  the  acts 
contemplated  by  the  said  fourth  article  for  and  by  us  to  be  done,  to 
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appropriate  the  said  money  in  accordance  vrith,  and  for  the  purpose 
carr}'ing  out  the  equitable  and  true  intent  thereof,  all  such  acts,  wi 
done  to  be  final  and  binding  upon  us,  and  to  have  the  same  force ; 
effect  as  if  done  by  us." 

Under  the  comprehensive  authority  and  ivide  discretion  conferred 
this  document,  my  receipt  for  the  money  discharged  and  acoquilted 
United  States  ot  its  obUgations  under  the  first  clause  of  the  fo 
article  of  the  treaty,  especially  as  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  in 
prohibiting  the  drawing  of  Indian  money  by  powers  of  attorne 
general,  particularly  recognises  their  validity  when  carrying  out  in 
stipulations,  which  stipulations  at  any  rate,  as  they  were  in  this  c 
would  be  paramount  without  the  exception  specified. 

But  besides  my  receipt,  to  render  "  assurance  doubly  sure,"  the 
ceipt  of  the  upper  chiefs  of  November  29, 1852,  fully  re-acquits  the 
emment  for  $250,000  of  the  amount ;  and  simultan€K)usly  re-enti 
me  with  their  money  to  that  amount,  with  an  accompanying  dir« 
to  pav  over,  in  their  behalf  to  their  creditors  (not  "  the  creditors  of 
United  States")  the  sum  of  $210,000,  together  with  $40,000  to  i 
relatives  of  mixed  blood,  as  per  distributive  paper  of  July  23,  li 
the  validity  of  which  the  chiefs  re-affirm. 

My  position  on  my  return  from  Traverse  des  Sioux  upon  a  revie 
the  whole  case,  was,  therefore,  unquestionably  this  ;  that  I  was  a 
cial  agent  for  all  the  Indians^  with  $320,000  of  their  money,  yet  in 
possession,  in  trust  for  a  certain  specified  purpose,  and  that  par] 
the  payment  of  their  debts  that  were  incurrea  previous  to  the  i 
ties,  not  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States. 

My  first  step  towards  settling  with  creditors  of  the  Indians  was, 
questionably,  to  ascertain  uho  were  the  ^^  licensed  traders^'*  that  being 
class  of  creditors  the  Indians  expressly  limited  the  discharge  of  t 
obligation  to.  A  certificate  from  Mr.  Prescott,  the  interpreter  at 
Sioux  agency,  furnished  the  desired  information.  (See  letter  of . 
uary  14.) 

The  next  step  I  conceived  properly  to  be,  to  require  all  lice 
traders  having  claims  upon  the  Indians  to  prof€e  their  account*  i 
oath.  This  was  done,  and  an  abstract  of  the  several  accounts  s^ 
I  to  will  also  be  (bund  in  my  letter  of  January  14. 

I  in  this  manner  ascertained  that  the  debts  of  the  Medaywaka, 
amounted  to  $129,885,10,  or  $59,885,10  more  than  the  Indians 
I  placed  money  in  m}'  hands  to  discharge. 

I  also  found  that  the  See-see-toans  and  Way-pay-toans  owed  $431, 
78,  an  excess  of  $221,735  78  over  the  funds  they  had  entrusted  l( 
for  entirely  liquidating  their  indebtedness. 

In  a  word,  to  clear  off  $561,620  58  of  indebtedness,  I  had 
$320,000  of  funds. 

In  order  to  revolve  in  my  mind  the  best  method  of  both  attainin] 
object  of  my  trust  and  of  satisfying  the  traders,  I  deferred  settling 
the  latter  for  a  few  days,  some  official  business,  accumulated  durinj 
absence,  likewise  requiring  my  more  immediate  attention. 

In  the  meantime,  the  traders  and  half-breeds,  collected  at  Mok 
their  old  trading  post,  became,  it  seems,  impatient  at  the  delay ;  ai 
f 
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a  short  time  I  was  waited  on,  in  their  behalf,  by  Hugh  Tyler,  esq.,  their 
attorney,  with  whom  I  before  had  communication  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  Tyler  urged  the  anxiety  of  his  clients  for  a  settlement,  and  pre- 
sented me  with  two  papers,  one  signed  by  the  traders  and  half-breeds 
of  the  upper  Indians,  and  the  other  signed  by  the  licensed  traders 
among  the  Medawaykantoans,  in  both  of  which  they  formally  "  author- 
ize and  request"  me  to  pay  the  several  sums  due  them,  respectively, 
under  said  treaties  to  thevr  agents  ^^offent  and  attorney ^  Hugh  Tyler,  esq-," 
and  **  authorizing  and  empowering  him  to  receipt  for  the  same ;"  and  de- 
claring that  such  receipts  should  be  "  in  full  discharge  and  acquittance" 
of  their  ^^  claims  against  the  Indians"  up  to  the  dates  of  the  respective 
treaties.  Copies  of  both  of  these  powers  of  attorney  to  Mr.  Tyler  may 
be  found  in  my  letter  of  January  14,  often  before  referred  to. 

The  presentation  of  these  documents  at  once  relieved  me  of  consid- 
erable aifficulty. 

I  was  aware  of  the  high  confidence  which  the  claimants  most  largely 
interested  in  the  debt-funds  reposed  in  Mr.  Tyler's  integrity  and  intel- 
ligence, and  my  own  acquaintance  with  him  justified  them  in  their 
confidence. 

I  according  did  not  hesitate  paying  over  to  Mr.  Tyler,  as  attorney 

for  traders  and  half-breeds,  *'  the  entire  amount  of  the  funds  in  my  hands 

for  their  benefit,  taking  his  receipt  therefor,"  in  full  discharge  and  acquit- 

tance  of  ail  demands  against  the  Indians  up  to  the  period  of  the  negotiation 

rfthe  treaties. 

Copies  of  Attorney  Tyler's  receipts  will  be  found  also  accompanying 
my  letter  of  January  J  4. 

These  receipts,  from  the  traders  and  half-breeds,  per  Mr.  Tyler,  their 
attorney,  concluded  my  responsibilities  in  respect  to  the  hand  money 
of  the  two  treaties,  except  $40,000  belonging  to  the  two  lower  bands, 
retained  for  their  removal  and  subsistence,  and  $25,000  belonging  to  the 
upper  bands,  placed  in  my  care  by  their  council  of  September  8,  1852, 
for  disbursement  for  the  same  purposes. 

Thus,  as  officer  of  the  United  States,  I  had  secured  a  release  of  the 

S^vemm^nt  fi:"om  its  treaty  obligations  by  the  payment  of  the  money  to 
e  Indians ;  thus,  as  the  special  agent  of  the  Indians,  I  had  obtamed 
from  the  traders  and  half-breeds  the  release  of  the  Indians  fi*om  the 
total  of  their  debt  "engagements." 

Beyond  this,  I  felt  I  had  no  legal  concern  or  responsibility.  The 
details  of  the  division  of  the  money  among  the  traders  and  halt-breeds, 
assembled  at  Mendota,  I  supposed  might  be  safely  entrusted  to  them- 
selves and  their  attorney,  Mr.  Tyler,  with  it  further,  I  saw  no  obliga- 
tion to  meddle.  So  also,  the  arrangements  between  Mr.  Tyler  and 
his  clients  for  compensation  or  per  centage  was  a  matter  with  which 
I  had  no  call  to  interfere.  The  Indians  and  the  United  States  being 
legally  satisfied,  the  remainder  was  strictly  a  business  transaction  be- 
tween attorney  and  clients,  in  which  none  but  themselves  were  inter- 
ested. Nor  have  I  ever  seen  a  particle  of  evidence,  from  those  who 
participated  in  the  Mendota  payments^  impugning  the  fairness  of  the 
distribution  there  made. 

That  some  of  the  half-breeds  disliked  awarding  any  compensation  to 
their  attorney,  Mr.  Tyler,  is  quite  probable ;  but  even  the  very  men 
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wliosc  dissatisfaction  on  this  single  head  made  them  the  tools  for  ai 
davit-mongers,  (sec  depositions  annexed,)  even  they  testify  thai  1 
compensation  paid  Mr.  Tyler  was  optional  with  themselves-Mhatlh 
was  no  compulsion. 

In  truth,  tne  clamor  on  this  point  comes  entirely  firom  outsiders— fr 
the  perjuring  conspirators — who  mystify  the  public  m'md  by  distoiti 
of  the  facts.  The  measure  of  credit  which  these  creatures  should 
ceive  may  be  guaged  by  the  public  and  the  government  from  ao  exj 
ination  ot  the  affidavits  they  suborned,  and  their  comparison  withol 
affidavits  hereto  attached. 

Another  occasion  for  clamor  and  misrepresentation  has  been 
chiu'acter  of  the  funds  which  their  own  attorney  disbursed  among 
clients,  the  creditors  of  the  Indians. 

My  inouiries  on  this  point,  however,  convinced  me  that  nothing 
paid  out  oy  Mr.  Tyler  but  gold,  or  its  equivalent ;  and  he  certainly 
ceived  from  the  Indians,  through  me,  nothing  of  less  value  than  our 
tional  currency. 

In  this  connection  it  occurs  to  me  to  remark,  that  it  does  not  app 
for  what  purpose  exactly  was  forwarded  from  the  department  a  a 
of  an  isolated  draji^  purporting  to  be  drawn  by  me,  for  $500,  in  b 
of  Hugh  Tyler,  esq.,  the  origmal  of  which  is  understood  to  have  fa 
exhibited  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sweet 
member  of  Congress  from  Ohio,  and  brother  of  the  trader  Sweet: 
whose  operations  in  this  direction  have  been  referred  to. 

No  verified  statement,  from  any  quarter,  accompanies  the  draft,  a 
the  manner  of  his  coming  into  possession  of  it ;  and,  for  aught  that 
pears  to  the  contrary,  the  holder  has  merely  taken  this  roundab 
course  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  my  private   credit,  and  whether 
paper  was  worth   its  face — inforaiJition  which  could  have  beeam 
easily  reached  by  presenting  the  draft,  if  genuine,  at  tlie  counter  of 
respectable  bank  in  New  York  city,  on  which  it  was  drawn,  and 
manding  its  face  in  American  gold.     It  may  have  been  exhibited,  ik 
ever,  as  a  specimen  of  the  ^^depreciated  drafts,"  spoken  of  in  the  i 
davits  suborned  by  his  brother,  the  trader ;  and  if  so,  the  depositioi 
Mr.  Oakes,  hereto  attached,  marked  CC,  may  be  useful  in  fixing 
exact  amount  of  its  depreciation  below  gold  and  silver ! 

I  would  observe,  likewise,  that  it  has  been  my  uniform  practice,  wh 
ever  in  my  power,  since  my  residence  in  the  Territory,  to  furnish 
business  communitv  here  witli  drafls  and  checks  on  Sit.  Louis  and 
eastern  cities,  without  ever  making  a  charge  or  requiring  a  per  cent 
for  tlie  accommodation ;  upon  which  fact  Mr.  Sweetser  may  possi 
found  another  complaint,  as  such  profitless  transactions  are  most  < 
tainly  an  interference  with  the  brokerage  business  of  the  country,  i 
materially  tend  to  diminish  its  profits ! 

Accompanying  this  commumcation,  and  marked  HH,  is  a  copy  c 
letter  addressed  by  H.  L.  Dousman,  esq.,  an  eminent  citizen  of 
northwest,  to  the  United  States  Senate,  pending  the  ratification  of 
Sioux  treaties. 

I  incorporate  it  in  this  "explanation,"  because  it  properly  exhibits 
origin  of  the  difficulties  whicb  have  arisen  in  regard  to  the  fiinds 
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cruing  under  the  Sioux  treaties,  and  the  inotivesof  those  who  have  been 
most  active  in  creating  them. 

As  incidental  also  to  a  correct  understanding  of  Mr.  Dousman's  allu- 
sions to  the  trader  Sweetser's  operations,  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  ex- 
traordinary power  of  attorney  wnich  he  fraudulently  imposed  on  a  por- 
tion of  the  Indians  at  Traverse  des  Sioux.  The  whole  scope  of  this 
paper,  it  is  believed  to  be  susceptible  of  proof,  was  never  interpreted 
to  the  Indians;  Joseph  Campbell,  who  was  the  interpreter  employed  by 
Sweetser,  having  since  averred  to  a  citizen  of  standing  and  respecta- 
bility that  all  that  he  interpreted  of  the  power  of  attorney  was  what 
Sweetser  told  him  to  say,  which  tms  different  from  tvhat  he  afterwards 
Jbwid  the  document  to  be. 

To  what  I  have  already  expressed  I  have  little  in  conclusion  to  add, 
except  that  it  is  my  strong  desire  to  have^a  full  and  complete  investi- 
gation of  all  matters  involved  in  the  late  Sioux  disbursements,  and  that 
I  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  respond  promptly  to  any  further  call  for 
explanation  in  regard  thereto.  My  whole  conduct  in  these  disburse- 
ments I  have  passed  under  my  own  mental  review,  and  I  cannot  ob- 
serve that  in  any  particular  I  would  change  my  action,  if  the  whole 
afiair  was  to  be  gone  over  again.  I  can  sincerely  say,  that  in  all  that 
I  did  a  single  motive  actuated  me,  and  that  was,  to  carry  out  the  policy 
of  the  government  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  and  to  award  to  all  inter- 
ested, red  and  white,  what  was  just  and  right,  so  far  as  I  could  deter- 
mine it. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  RAMSEY. 

Hon.  Luke  Lea, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs ,  Washington^  D>  C. 


AA. 


Tbrritorv  of  Minnesota,  ) 
County  of  Hamsetji  5 

Louis  Anger,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  doth  depose  and 
say,  that  he  is  not  "a  hall-breed,"  but  a  Canadian,  intermarried  with  a 
Sisseton  Sioux  woman ;  that,  in  right  of  the  children  by  his  wife,  five 
in  number,  he  claimed  a  participation  in  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars distributed  by  the  chiefs,  &c.,  of  the  Sisseton  and  Warpeton  bands 
among  their  half-breed  relatives,  but  his  name  and  that  of  his  children 
were  omitted  by  the  Indians  in  their  distribution  at  Traverse  des  Sioux, 
made  on  the  23d  day  of  July,  1851.  Upon  a  representation  of  this  fact 
to  Governor  Ramsey,  he  directed  that  your  deponent  should  participate 
in  this  fund  to  the  extent  of  two  shares,  as  ne  did,  and  was  paid  at 
Mendota  by  his  attorney,  Hugh  Tyler,  in  gold  and  its  equivalents;  but 
he  was  not  told  by  Tyler,  nor  by  any  other  person,  that  unless  he  per- 
mitted a  reduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  he  would  receive  nothing;  he  was 
never  given  to  understand  that  there  was  any  such  condition. 

Your  deponent  cannot  read  manuscript ;  and  upon  having  now  ex- 
hibited ana  explained  to  him  the  deposition  that  he  made  before  Or- 
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lando  Simona  on  the  15th  ilay  of  December,  1852,  he  finds  be  has  beei 
grotdy  impoted  upon,  and  made  to  tuxar  to  mattert  that  are  gmtly  utm 
and  to  otken  of  which  he  Jcnew  nothing. 

That  your  deponent  wished  that  off  bis  children,  five  in  numbe 
should  have  eacn  had  a  share.  He  was  met  by  Madison  Swcetser  i 
St.  Paul  after  the  payment,  who  handed  the  deposition,  that  pap 
which  he  swore  before  Orlando  Simons  on  the  15th  December,  1S5 
Suxetser  told  hitn  to  thow  the  paver  to  no  one,  but  to  go  before  Esqai 
Simons  and  inahe  oath  to  it,  and  that  ths»  he  (Sweetser)  vxndd  procmj 
hita  (Anger)  payment  for  hit  other  three  children;  that  neither  by  Sveels 
nor  by  Esquire  Simons  was  the  deponlion  either  read  or  d^iauud  to  iux 
and  all  your  deponent  thought  tie  was  doing  "was  an  eflbrt  to  procui 
further  payment  to  hia  half-breed  children. 

That  your  deponent  verily  believes  and  know^s  that  tome  members 
almost  aU  the  families  connected  with  the  Sisseton  or  Warpeton  Sioi 
have  participated  in  the  distribution  of  the  half-breed  money,  sad  lii 
but  few  individuals  have  been  omitted.  This  deponent  and  all  othe 
that  fell  within  his  observation  were  -paid  in  gold  or  ite  eqittfolait,  at 
your  deponent  does  ool  know  of  any  one  half-breed  paid  in  either  "A 
preciated  drafts  or  notes." 

Your  deponent  is  not  aware  that  the  Indians,  at  any  time,  requesti 
Governor  Ramsey  to  divide  sixty  thousand  dollars  equally  awoog  t 
the  half-breeds  of  the  tribe ;  and  so  far  »s  bis  knowle4ge  goes  tli 
payment  was  iairly  made. 


LOUIS  X  ANGER 


Antonio  Findlby. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  St.  Paul,  this  22nd  dav  ■ 
February,  1853. 

TRUMAN  M.  SMITH, 

JuHtce  ^  the  Peace. 


Minnesota  Tbrsitoey,  > 
Ramaey  County.  y 

Louis  Anger  on  his  solemn  oath  further  says :  That  on  the  day  I 
made  his  first  affidavit,  Sweetser  enquired  of  him  for  George  and  J< 
Le  Blanc  to  make  affidavit — that  deponent  said,  they  were  on  a  hta. 
ipree-~-Sweetser  said  "thai  makes  no  difference,  tell   tnem   to  come  ai 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  at  St.  Paul,  this  22nd  day  of  Fel 
ruary,  1853." 

TRUMAN  M.  SMITH, 
Justice  <^  the  Peaet- 
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BB. 

Territory  of  Minnesota,  ) 
County  of  Ramsey.  ) 

Peter  Rouillard  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  doth  depose  and 
say :  That  in  right  of  his  children,  he  was  interested  in  the  recent  pay- 
ment to  the  halt-breeds  of  the  Sioux  nation,  those  bands  participating 
in  the  making,  &c.,  of  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux ;  that  in  the 
distribution  made  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  of  the  sum  of  forty  thousand 
dollars,  by  these  Indians,  (at  the  time  of  making  the  treaty  in  1851,) 
among  their  half-breed  relatives,  the  name  of  this  deponent  tuas  omit" 
ted,  as  were  the  names  of  his  wife  and  children ;  but  upon  representa- 
tion to  Governor  Ramsey,  he  directed  that  your  deponent  should  par- 
ticipate in  this  fund,  as  he  did,  and  was  paid  at  Mcndota;  but  your  de- 
ponent desired  that  there  should  be  a  share  ($250)  paid  to  each  of  his 
children,  which  was  not  done,  and  this  is  the  only  fact  that  he  thought 
he  was  testifying  to  in  his  deposition  of  December  15,  1852,  before 
Orlando  Simons,  esquire ;  but  as  your  deponent  does  but  imperfectly 
understand  the  English  language,  and  cannot  read  manuscript,  he  finds, 
upon  having  said  deposition  read  to  him,  that  he  has  been  grossly  imposed 
upon,  and  made  to  say  and  swear  to  matters  of  which  he  knew  nothing; 
that  to  the  best  of  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  your  deponent,  neany 
all  the  half-breeds  who  had  relationship  to  those  Indian  parties  to  the 
treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  participated  in  the  half-breed  money. 

That  the  money  he  received,  and  so  far  as  his  observation  extended, 
the  money  received  by  others,  half-breeds,  &c.,  under  this  treaty  was 
of  the  highest  character,  gold  or  its  equivalent,  that  he  saw  no  depreciated 
paper  paid  out. 

That  your  deponent  signed  a  power  of  attorney  or  authority  to 
Hugh  Tyler  to  receive  the  money  to  which  he  was  entitled  of  Alexander 
Ramsey,  superintendent,  &c;  and  he  does  not  believe,  nor  did  he 
mean  to  say  that  there  was  anything  improper  in  the  payment. 

his 

PETER  X  ROUILLARD. 

mark 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  15th  February,  1853. 

TRUMAN  M.  SMITH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


CC. 


Minnesota  Territory,  > 
County  of  Ramsey.         ) 

Vital  Boger,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say :  That  he  has 
heard  read  the  foregoing  deposition  of  Pierre  Rouillard,  and  had  it  fully 
translated  and  explained  to  him,  and  upon  his  solemn  oath  doth  depose 
and  a&m,  all  that  is  said  in  the  deposition,  except  what  refers  person- 
ally to  Pierre  Rouillard,  that  the  deposition  that  it  is  pretended  he  made  on 
the  15th  December,  1852,  before  Orlando  Simons,  and  the  uhole  of  that 
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Mtatement  is  a  fraud  upon  Am,  except  that  one  of  the  children  for  wl 
he  was  to  have  been  paid  on  the  list  made  by  the  Indians  was  U 
off,  and  that  he  paid  Hugh  Tyler  fifteen  per  cent.,  but  he  was  not 
by  Tyler  or  any  one  else  that  if  he  did  not  pay  this  he  would  rec 
nothing. 

his 

VITAL  X  BOGE] 

mark 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  February,  1 

TRUMAN  M.  SMITH, 
Justice  of  the  Petu 


DD. 


1 


Minnesota  Territory, 
Ramsey  County. 

Alex.  R.  McLeod,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say:  Th 
right  of  his  wife  he  was  interested  in  the  distribution  of  money  u 
among  their  relatives  of  mixed  blood,  by  the  Indians  parties  U 
treaties  of  Traverse  des  Sioux;  that  in  the  distribution,  as  made  bi 
chiefs,  &c.,  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  on  the  23d  day  of  July,  1851 
wife  had  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  set  apart  as  her  share ; 
he  signed  an  authority  or  jnncer  of  attorney  to  Hugh  Tyler ^  c*j.,  io  i 
this  money  of  Alex.  Ramsey,  superintendent,  &c.,  which  he  did, 
paid  me  that  sum,  less  fifteen  per  cent.;  he  (McLeod)  was  paid  i* 
or  its  equUjalenti  and  not  in  "  depreciated  drafts  or  notes,"  nor  did 
case  ot  payment,  on  this  occasion,  come  under  the  notice  of  your  d 
nent  wherein  "  depreciated  drafts  or  notes"  were  paid.  Yourdepo 
is  not  aware  that  the  chiefs  or  Indians  parties  to  either  the  trea 
Traverse  des  Sioux  or  Mendota  **  requested  Alex.  Ramsey  to  distri 
sixty  thousand  dollars  equally  among  aU  the  half-  breeds  of  the  tni 
he  does  not  know,  that  "  to  the  extent  of  one  half  of  the  half-breed 
thereabouts,  have  been  refused  payment;"  to  the  best  of  the  knowl 
and  belief  of  your  deponent,  they  generaJly  aU  participated  in  the 
ment. 

Your  deponent  was  not  compelled  to  allow  Hugh  Tyler,  his  attoi 
fifteen  per  cent.,  nor  was  he  mformed  by  Tyler,  or  any  one  else, 
unless  he  submitted  to  this  reduction  of  fSteen  per  cent.,  he  vi 
receive  nothing ;  he  was  not  "  compelled  to  resort  to  Hugh  Tyl© 
pa5'ment,"  but  did  so  voluntarily. 

Your. deponent  does  not  know  that  Governor  Ramsey,  at  any  I 
held  secret  councils  at  night,  at  Sibley's  house,  with  the  chief 
induce  them  to  sign  his  receipts ;  nor  does  he  know  of  any  eflbr 
bribe  the  chiefs  to  sign  such  receipts.  Your  deponent  never  h 
Governor  Ramsey  in  open  council  declare  that  unless  seventy  thou 
dollars  were  set  apart  for  the  payment  of  their  debts  he  would  with 
their  annuity. 

That  your  deponent  does  not  know  that  the  money  set  apart  in 
fourth  article  of  the  treaties  was  handed  to  the  claiiDants  tor  ibei 
divide,  without  regard  being  had  to  the  amount  of  the  iiklebtednei 
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the  Indians.  All  your  deponent  intended  to  complain  of,  and  of  which 
he  desired  to  make  affidavit,  was  the  payment  of  fifteen  per  cent,  of  all 

the  half-breeds.     The  deposition  it  is  pretended  I  made  on  the day 

of  December,  1851,  before  J.  Van  Etten,  esq.,  is  full  of/s^ross  misrepre- 
Mentations^  but  from  tJie  excitement  I  was  under  at  the  time  I  did  not  know 
what  was  in  it. 

A.  R.  McLEOD. 
Witnesses : 

J.  W.  Simpson, 
J.  Van  Etten. 

Subscribed   and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  26th  day  of  February, 
A.  D.,  1853. 

J.  VAN  ETTEN, 
Notary  Public^  Minnesota. 


Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Minnesota  Territory, 

St.  Pauly  February  26,  1853. 

1,  Alexander  Wilkin,  secretary  of  said  Territory,  do  hereby  certify, 
that  J.  Van  Etten,  notary  public,  before  whom  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Alex.  R.  McLeod  was  taken,  was  at  the  time  of  taking  thereof,  and  now 
is,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  Ramsey  county,  Minnesota,  legally  com- 
missioned, sworn  into  office,  and  duly  authorized  to  take  depositions, 
acknowledgments  of  deeds,  and  do  other  official  acts,  and  to  all  of 
his  said  official  acts  full  faith  and  credit  are  due  and  ought  to  be  given. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
great  seal  of  the  said  Territory,  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  February,  in 
|.  -|    the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tifty- 

|^8BAi«.j    ^jjjpg^^  jjjj^j  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica the  sevcntv-seventh. 

ALEX.  WILKIN, 
Secretary  of  Minnesota  Territory. 


EaCj. 


Tbrritory  op  Minnesota, 


Ramsey  county.  y 

W.  H.  Forbes,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  :  That  he  is  a 
citizen  of  Saint  Paul,  and  has  lived  in  what  is  now  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota  since  the  year  1837 ;  that  he  acted  as  tlie  interpreter  to 
Governor  Ramsey  in  his  councils  with  the  Medawakantoan  and  Wah- 
pay-koo-tay  Sioux  Indians  in  the  fall  of  1852,  in  reference  to  their  pay- 
ments under  the  treaty  of  1851 ;  "  that  Governor  Ramsey  convened 
the  chiefs,  &c.,  at  the  Indian  agency  near  Fort  Snolling,  but  the  only 
bouse  that  could  be  used  in  this  way,  and  for  this  purpose,  was  that  in 
which  the  interpreter  at  the  agency*  P-  Prescolt,  resides.  It  was  found 
to  be  entirely  too  small,  and  the  Indians  and  half-breeds  could  neither 
see  nor  hear  what  was  going  on.    This  gave  dissatisfaction,  and  the 
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chiefs  requested  that  their  future  councils  might  be  held  at  Mendota, 
which  was  more  convenient  to  the  camps  of  most  of  them,  and  was  at 
the  homes  of  almost  all  the  half-breeds  interested.  Governor  Ramsey 
frequently  told  thera  that  he  would  meet  them  most  cheerfiilly  at  any 
convenient  place  they  might  propose.  Subsequently  to  the  first  meet- 
ing at  the  agency,  one  of  the  chiefs  requested  a  second  meeting  at  thai 
place,  which  Governor  Ramsey  assented  to,  but  the  chiefs  and  braves 
did  not  attend,  alleging  that  there  was  not  room  enough  for  them  at 
the  agency.  I  knew  that  for  this  reason  most  of  the  councils  after 
the  first  were  held  at  Mendota. 

In  councilling  with  these  chiefs  he  did  not  insist  upon  any  specified 
sum  being  set  aside  to  pay  their  debts,  or  to  distribute  as  rf  gratuity 
among  their  half-breed  relations.  It  was  only  after  repeated  council- 
ling  with  these  Indians  that,  on  the  advice  of  some  of  the  chiefs,  he  re- 
commended a  distribution  of  the  sum  of  ninety  thousand  dollars,  in  the 
manner  subsequently  made  by  the  Medewakatoan  chiefs.  , 

For  a  time,  a  majority  of  the  chiefs,  as  was  well  known,  under  the 
influence  of  the  half-breeds,  insisted  upon  receiving  into  their  own 
hands  the  whole  sum  of  one  hundred  and  two  thousand  dollars,  without 
leaving  anything  in  the  hands  of  Governor  Ramsey  to  provide  for  their 
removal,  &c.  Many  of  the  chiefs,  at  an  early  day  even,  were  disposed 
to  allot  an  amount  of  money  to  pay  their  debts,  &c.,  but  it  was  some  time 
before  they  could  muster  courage  to  utter  that  sentiment  in  council, 
overawed  as  they  were  by  the  young  men,  who  desired  all  the  money. 

I  witnessed  the  payment  of  money  of  the  half-breeds  by  Mr.  Tyler; 
but  neither  in  his  payment  to  others  or  to  me  (in  right  of  my  children) 
did  I  hear  him  insist  upon  the  payment  of  fifteen  per  cent,  to  him,  or 
threaten  if  it  was  not  paid  him  he  would  pay  nothing;  nor  did  I  hear 
him  or  others  insist  upon  the  payment  of  debts  due  H.  H.  Sibley.  So 
far  as  my  observation  went,  each  half-breed  did  in  this  matter  as  he 
pleased. 

Mr.  Tyler  stated  to  me  and  to  others  that  expenses  had  been  in- 
curred by  him  as  the  attorney  of  the  traders  and  half-breeds,  &c.;  that 
it  had  been  agreed  he  should  retain  fifteen  per  cent,  to  reimburse  these 
expenses,  and  for  his  compensation;  but  I  never  heard  him  insist  upon 
these  terms.  All  the  time  of  the  payment  I  was  present,  but  never 
witnessed  the  paying  out,  by  Tyler,  of  depreciated  notes  or  drafts. 
All  the  money  paid  was  either  gold  or  its  equivalent,  to  the  best  of  the 
knowledge  and  belief  of  your  deponent. 

Your  deponent  was  present,  and  witnessed  the  desimation,  by  the 
chiefs,  &c.,  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  in  July,  1851,  of  the  hal^breeds, 
and  the  amounts  they  were  to  receive  under  the  treaty,  and  the 
setting  apart  of  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  in  liquidatioD  of 
their  debts ;  and  your  deponent  is  convinced  that  they  knew  as  well 
what  they  were  about  as  did  the  whites  and  the  half-breeds  that  were 
present. 

WM.  H.  FORBES. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  February,  1853. 

TRUMAN  M.  SMITH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace* 
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GG. 

Minnesota  Territory,  ) 
Ramsey  county.  y 

Charles  H.  Oakes  states,  on  his  solemn  outh,  that  he  is  a  citizen  of 
St-  Paul,  in  the  Territory  aforesaid,  where  ibr  better  than  a  j^ear  he 
has  been  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  exchange* upon  New  York,  St. 
Louis,  and  other  distant  cities ;  that  he  has  had  exhibited  to  him  the 
copy  of  a  check,  dated  St.  Paul,  December  13,  1852,  No.  73,  on  the 
Merchant's  Bank  (N.  Y.)  for  five  hundred  dollars,  payable  to  Hugh 
Tyler,  or  order,  and  signed  by  Alex.  Ramsey  «s  drawer,  (said  check 
exhibited  by  Hon.  Mr.  Sweetser  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  at  Wiishington,  as  is  alleged ;)  that  stick  jnipcr  is  loorth  in 
MmnesoUi  one  and  one-half  per  cent,  premium,  and  if  the  signatures  are 

genuine,  woitld  readily  bring  that  advance  at  this  place,  if  transmitted 
ere. 

CHAS.  H.  OAKES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mc*  this  18th  day  of  February, 
18&3. 

TRUMAN  M.  SMITH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Territory  of  Minnesota,  ) 

Ramsey  county.  >    ' 

I  hereby  certify  that  Truman  M.  Smith,  whose  name  is  subscribed 
lo  the  foregoing  affidavit  of  Peter  Rouillard,  Vetal  Bpger,  Louis  Anger, 
Charles  H.  Oakes,  and  William  H.  Forbes,  and  before  whom  said 
affidavits  purport  to  have  been  made,  was  at  the  time  each  of  said 
affidavits  bear  date  a  justice  of  the  peace,  duly  elected  and  (juaUfied 
to  act  a.s  such  ;  and  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  handwriting 
of  said  justice,  and  believe  each  of  the  signatures  to  said  affidavits  pur- 
porting to  be  his  are  his  genuine  signatures. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
p  -|  seal  of  the  district  court  for  the  county  of  Ramsejs  and  Ter- 
*-'        J     ritorv  of  Minnesota,  this  2Gth  clay  of  February,  A.  D.  1853. 

.lAMES  K.  HUMPHREY, 

Clerk  of  said  Court. 


HH. 


Washington,  April  3,  1852. 

Sir  :  Having  learned  that  an  attempt  is  being  made  by  certain  in- 
terested parties  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  your  honorable  committee 
against  some  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  treaties  recently  made 
with  the  Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians,  for  portions  of  their  land  in  Minne- 
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sola  Territory,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief  statei 
of  tacts  connected  with  those  treaties,  for  the  entire  correctness  of  \^ 
I  can  vouch,  having  been  an  eye  witness  to  the  whole  of  the  pro< 
iii^s  connected  therewith. 

In  boll)  of  th<^  treaties  referred  to,  it  is  stipulated  that  the  ln< 
shall  receive  a  portion  of  the  purchase   money  in  hand,  or  upon 
establishment  in  their  new  homes,  to  meet  their  just  engagements 
for  their  removal  and  subsistance.     It  is  notorious  to  every  man  wh 
long  resided  in  the  Territory  that  those  b^uids  interested  in  the  Tra 
des  Sioux  treaty  have,  for  many  years,  been  supported  by  theregu 
licensed  traders,  at  a  very  great  loss  and  expense  to  the  latter, 
country  l)eing  denuded  of  game,  and  these  bands  receiving  no  anni 
from  the  government,  the  traders  have  been  obliged  to  advance 
imnually  clothing  for  themselves  and  families,  and  guns  and  aim 
tion,  and  provisions,  without  which  supplies  these  poor  creatures  v 
inevitably  have  perished. 

The  Indians,  about  four  thousand  in  number,  connected  will 
upjK?r  treaty  well  know  that  the  resources  of  their  country  wereent 
inadequate  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  these  credits  in  furs  and  si 
but  always  assured  their  traders  that  ample  provision  should  be  i 
to  meet  their  demands  whenever  a  treaty  should  be  effected  wit 
government.  Accordingly,  the  upper  bands,  mid  a  pait  of  the  1 
bands  did  enter  into  an  obligation  to  set  aside,  from  the  amount  p 
(led  to  be  paid  to  them  in  hand,  under  the  treaty,  a  sum  large  in 
in  amount,  but  very  much  short  of  what  they  justly  owe.  A  p: 
the  bionds  interested  in  the  lower  treaty  have  not  signed  any  obligJ 
It  is  now  alleged,  I  understand,  that  the  chiefs  and  principal  mi 
the  upper  bands  signed  the  obligation  without  knowing  its  nature 
witli  the  supposition  that  they  were  affixing  their  names  or  marks 
duplicate  copy  of  the  treaty,  This  I  solemnly  assert  to  be  eni 
false.  The  amount  to  be  allowed  for  the  payment  of  debts  was  a 
jc^ct  of  discussion  among  the  Indians  and  their  traders,  and  the  miss 
lies,  for  days  before  the  treaty  was  executed,  and  I  was  myself  pr 
very  frequently  when  these  discussions  took  place ;  and  whec 
treaty  was  interpreted  to  the  Indians,  it  was  expressly  explainc 
the  government  mterpreter. 

The  chiefs  and  principal  men  all  expressed  their  willingness  to 
vide  for  the  payment  of  their  debts  to  the  traders  who  were  in  the  c 
try,  but  were  unwilling  to  pay  the  claims  of  others  who  no  longer 
among  them.  Altliough,  by  such  an  arrangement,  those  of  the  fo 
class  could  have  secured  themselves  without  diflBculty,  yet  they 
too  upright  to  avail  themselves  of  such  an  advantage  over  non-res 
claimants.  They,  therefore,  proposed  that  the  Indians  should  obi 
themselves  to  pay  the  sum  designated,  and  allow  the  traders  to  d 
in  a  pro  rata  proportion  among  those  who  were  really  bonajide  cret 
of  the  said  bands,  which  the  chiefs  assented  to,  and  the  division 
made  in  a  fair  and  equitable  manner.  The  amount  set  aside  by  ih 
dians,  did  not  suffice  to  pay  more  than  one  half  of  their  just  indel 
ness,  but  the  traders  were  agreed  to  accept  it  in  full  of  all  demani 

I  beg  to  state  what  I  know  of  the  traders  among  these  lad 
Some  of  them  have  spent  twenty,  thirty  and  even  forty  years  in 
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trade,  and  all,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  of  tliose  provided  ior  in  the 
obligation  referred  to,  are  deeply  in  debt  and  utterly  impoverished,  in 
consequence  of  their  goods  having  been  advanced,  as  I  before  stated, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  miserable  beings  among  whom  they  dwell. 

Among  them  are  old  men  with  large  famiUes  of  children,  who  are 
entirely  without  the  means  of  support,  and  whose  sole  dependence  is 
upon  the  provision  made  for  them  by  the  Indians.  So  far  were  the 
chiefs  from  desiring  to  repudiate  their  obligations,  that  the  very  indi- 
viduals who  have  signed  the  protest,  offered  subseauently,  at  Mendota, 
to  go  before  the  Indian  agent  and  state  that  they  wished  it  carried  out  in 

food  faith ;  but  that  was  not  deemed  necessary.  The  names  of  the 
alf-breeds  who  were  provided  for  in  the  same  obligation,  were  desig- 
nated by  the  chiefs  in  open  coimcil,  in  presence  of  a  large  number  of 
Indians,  and  inserted  according  to  their  instructions. 

I  have  thus  stated  to  you,  sir,  what  I  know  to  be  the  truth  in  regard 
to  the  upper  or  Traverse  des  Sioux  treaty.  The  sequel  is  yet  to  come. 
In  the  month  of  October  last,  three  months  nearly  after  the  conclusion 
of  that  negotiation,  a  Mr.  Sweetser  arrived  at  St.  Paul  with  an  assort- 
ment of  goods,  and  applied  to  the  Indian  agent  at  Fort  Snelling  for  a 
license  to  trade  with  the  Sioux,  which  was  granted,  and  he  proceeded 
to  Traverse  des  Sioux.  Although  an  utter  stranger  to  the  Sioux,  never 
having  previously  visited  their  country,  or  had  any  dealings,  directly  or 
indirectly  with  them,  yet  having  been  connected  in  the  trade  with  the 
Miamies,  and  other  tribes  in  Indiana,  (as  I  have  been  informed,)  he  was 
"wrell  acquained  with  Indian  character,  and  he  forthwith  commenced 
operations  by  endeavoring  to  produce  dissatisfaction  among  the  chiefs 
and  principal  men,  with  their  old  friends  among  the  traders,  and  to  in- 
duce them  to  repudiate  their  obhgations.  In  tne  absence  of  those  in- 
terested, and  by  making  profuse  expenditure  of  presents,  together  with 
an  appeal  to  their  cupidity,  by  stating,  that  if  they  would  sign  his  papers 
they  snould  receive  a  much  larger  sum  of  money  than  they  otherwise 
ijvould,  a  part  of  them  were  persuaded  to  sign  a  protest  against  their 
previous  obUgation ;  abo  a  jMnoer  of  attorney,  granting  to  him,  the  said 
Sweether,  unlmited  control  over  all  their  money  to  be  received  from  the  upper 
treaty,  if  ratified,  except  the  regular  annuities. 

And  it  is  also  stated  that  there  was  still  a  third  paper,  or  agreement, 
which  is  not  forthcoming  here,  and  which  provides  that  said  Sweetser 
shall  share  equally  with  the  other  contracting  party  in  what  can  be  se- 
cured by  him  from  the  amount  due  to  the  traders  and  half-breeds  ;  and 
armed  with  these  documents,  which  the  officers  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment in  Minnesota  would  not  certify  or  have  anything  to  do  with,  he 
now  presents  himself  in  this  city,  and  hopes — with  the  aid  of  others 
vrho,  1  have  reason  to  believe,  to  be  contingently  interested  with  him — 
to  induce  your  honorable  committee  to  further  his  views  by  some 
amendment  to  the  treaty,  which  may  prevent  the  rightful  claimants, 
should  the  tt-eaiy  be  ratffied,  from  receiving  what  is  so  justly  their  due. 
A  more  sacred  debt  was  never  incurred  than  is  owing  by  the  Indians  to 
the  traders ;  and,  sir,  /  trust  your  honorable  committee  will  not  permit  any 
change  in  the  phraseology  of  the  treaties. 

The  Indian  Department  has  the  authority,  and  it  is  made  its  duty  by 
existing  laws,  to  guard  the  recipients  of  annuities  against  imposition 
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and  fraud,  and  llu*  g*?ntleman  at  its  liead  will,  no  doubt,  do  his 
As  the  tr(»aty  is  worded,  the  government  recognizes  no  indi 
chiims  upon  the  Indians,  but  very  proj>erW  leaves  the  questioc 
settled  lK*t\vet*n  them  and  their  creditors-  I  ciin  assert,  without 
contradiction,  that  many  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the  obli 
given  by  the  upptT  Sioux  are  men  of  the  highest  character  for 
and  integrity,  and  who  have  proved  themselves  to  be  the  true 
warmest  friends  of  the  p(M)r  Indians,  mul  who  would  scorn  any  a 
to  take  i'rom  them  one  cent  which  was  not  riijhtfullv  their  own. 

In  conckision,  I  heof  leavt*  to  sav  that  I  have  lived  twenlv-fiv* 
on  the  upjx^r  Mississippi  river,  during  most  of  which  lime  I  hav 
interested  in  the  trade  with  the  Sioux  Indians.  I  know  ib^ni  un 
traders  well,  and  I  will  do  the  hitter  the  justice  to  say^  that  tlit- 
done  more  to  jirre.st  the  introduction  of  liquor  among  their  red  1 
thcin  all  others  combined.  As  I  have  before  stated,  their  claii 
eminently  just,  while  Sweet scr\s  pretensions  to  inter/ere^  are  mereh 
suh  of  a  desire  that  he  and  hu  associates  may  appropriate  thf  w 
which  they  have  tto  claim  whatever.  The  same  means  and  appliac 
the  part  of  any  other  stranger  now,  would  induce  the  Indians  tu 
Mr.  SweeisiT's  [)ower  of  atlornt^y  at  once,  and  appoint  s(»in< 
man. 

Tlu*  traders  in  the  country  would  expt»rieiice  little  diffieukv 
I'uring  from  the  Indians  a  protest  agahist  the  recognition  by  rfc 
ernment  of  Mr.  Swectser's  papers ;  but  regarding  them  ;is  in 
and  as  fraudulent  u|)on  their  very  iace,  they  have  not  cousidere 
of  sufficient  im|)ortiince  to  deserve  any  such  notice  at  their  hand 
|>osin.ir  that  the  Senate  would  pay  no  sort  of  attention  to  dmi 
procured  obviously  li)r  interested  purposes. 

For  intiuniation  respecting  my  character  and  standing  iu  in 
Suite,  I  lK»g  leav(»  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  letters  ii 
Hon.  .1.  P.  Walker  and  G.  W.  Jones,  of  the  Senate,  and  Hon.  J 
Doty  and  Eastman,  of  the  House  of  Itepresentatives,  most  nt' 
have  known  me  lia*  manv  years. 

I  liavf*  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuUv,  vour  obedient  serva 

H.  L.  DOUSM 

Hon.  D.  It.  Atchison, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs^  L\  S.  Senat* 


HH,  2. 


*'\Vheri'as,  the  See-see-toau  and  Wa-pay-toan  bands  of  the  S 
Dacotjdi  nation  of  Indians  did,  on  the  23(1  of  JuW,  A.  D.  185 
elude  a  trejity  with  the  government  of  tlie  United  States,  acting! 
their  aecnMlited  chiefs,  headmen,  and  braves,  with  t)^  Hon.  Lu 
and  Governor  A.  Ramsey,  acting  iis  commissioners  on  the  pari 
United  Stales ;  and 

"  Whereas,  it  is  provided  in  said  treaty  that  the  sum  of  S275 

j^'  set  apart  to  be  pjiid  to  our  said  bands,  after  iheir  reoKival  to  tiic 

V\ome?.  ou  the.  Minnesota,  and  to  be  expended  for  the   benefit  < 
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bands,  as  provided  tor  by  said  treaty;  alter  signing  said  tn»aty  afore- 
said, we  were  asked  by  our  traders,  and  did  sign  a  paper,  which  we 
snpposcd  at  the  time  to  be  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  or  some  otlier  paper 
necessary  to  carrying  out  the  agreement  between  our  people  and  our 
Great  Father,  the  President  oT  the  United  States,  in  the  sale  of  our 
lands  ;  we  have  since  learned,  with  surprise  and  astonishment,  that 
we  were  deceived,  misled,  imposed  upon,  and  wronged,  by  our  said 
pretended  friends  and  traders,  m  relation  to  the  purport  and  meaning  of 
said  paper ;  that  we  have  by  said  act  agreed  and  bound  ourselves  and 
our  people  to  pay  to  an  assumed  trader,  a  sum  nearly  or  quite  ecjual  to 
9220,000,  out  of  the  $275,000  set  apart  in  said  treaty  as  aforesaid ; 
and  while  we  an*  not  only  willing  and  desirous  to  pay  all  our  honest 
and  proper  debts,  we  most  solemnly  protest,  that  \\c  nev(T  intended, 
by  any  act  of  ours,  to  set  aside  any  such  sum  of  mon(»y  for  the  pay- 
ment of  assumed  debts  against  our  people,  neitluT  do  wr  believe  that 
it  i»  possible  lor  our  jieople  to  owe  one-lburth  th("  amount  thus  assumed, 
to  be  due  to  our  cr(xlitors  aforesaid.  The  procuring  from  us  a  paper, 
authorizing  the  payment  of  any  such  sum,  was  a  fraud  and  an  outrage 
upon  us  and  our  bands,  for  Ahom  we  act.  The  payment  of  the  same 
by  our  Great  Father,  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  or  by  any  one 
having  the  disbursement  of  our  money,  would  be  an  act  of  great  injus- 
tice to  our  people ;  therefore, 

"  Knmv  all  men  by  fhatc  prcsaifs,  That  we,  the  undersiirned,  chiefs, 
headmen,  and  braves,  of  the  Sec^-see-toan  and  Wah-pay-loan  bands  of 
the  Sioux  or  Dacotah  nation  of  Indians,  being  a  majority  of  said  chiefs, 
headmen,  and  braves,  and  as  such  fully  competent  to  transact  national 
business  lor  the  above  named  bands  of  Sioux  or  Dacotah  nation  of  In- 
dians, lor  the  purpose  of  protecting  our  {)e()ple  against  the  payment  of 
all  improper,  unjust,  and  fraudulent  demands  or  claims,  which  may  be, 
assumed  by  \  irtue  of  said  agreemcuit  aforesaid,  or  any  other  agreement 
Avithour  said  traders,  or  by  any  otlier  pretext  or  agreeme'ut,  have  made, 
nominated,  constitut(xl  and  appointed,  and  by  thes("  presents  do  make, 
nominate,  constitute,  appoint,  and  confirm,  Madison  Swec^tser  our  trui^ 
and  lawful  attorney  in  fact,  irrevocably,  and  with  fiiU  power  of  substi- 
tution for  us,  and  in  our  names  and  stead,  as  the  constituted  and  projier 
•  authority  of  said  bands  and  nation,  to  defend  and  prot(*ct  our  said  bands 
and  nation  against  the  payment  of  any  and  all  debts  claimed  against 
our  bands  or  people,  by  virtue  of  any  agreement  heretofore  made  with 
us,  until  the  same  shall  have  been  fully  shown  to  b(^  due  and  owing  from 
our  people  to  said  claimants,  by  full  and  unquestionable  pnK)f  of  their  jus- 
lice,  and  by  said  claimants  exhibiting  to  a  j)rop(M*  constilutcnl  tribunal, 
which  in  its  organization  shall  be  to  the  satisfaction  of  our  mid  attorney,  or  his 
delegate,  or  delegates,  substitute,  or  substitutes,  full  and  unquestionable 
original  bills  of  purchase  or  invoices,  and  books  of  original  entry,  show- 
ing the  basis  upon  which  said  claims  are  demanded,  and  claiiTKnl  to  be 
due  and  owing.  Also,  from  any  and  all  other  demands  which  may  be 
made  against  our  said  bands  or  nation,  of  whalsoeviT  kind  and  nature, 
our  said  attorney,  his  substitutes,  or  delegates,  lor  us  and  in  our  names 
and  stead,  as  the  constituted  and  proper  authority  to  defend  and  protect 
our  said  bands  and  nation,  and  make  proper  settlements  therewith. 
Also,  to  ask,  demand,  and  receive  of  the  smd  government  of  the  United 
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States,  and  receipt  for  any  and  all  sums  of  money  that  may  be  saved 
by  our  said  attorney  from  the  contracts  with  our  said  traders  aforesaid, 
to  our  said  bands  or  nation,  or  in  shape  of  arrearages  under  any  of  our 
treaties  with  said  government.  Also,  to  negotiate  with  said  govern- 
ment for  us  and  in  our  behalf,  in  regard  to  any  and  all  other  matters 
that  appertain  to  the  general  welfare  of  our  said  nation  of  Indians,  or  that 
may  be,  by  our  said  attorney,  deemed  conducive  to  the  interest  of  our  said 
bands  or  nation,  or  the  individuals  composing  the  same.  Our  said  attor- 
ney, or  his  substitutes,  to  have  full  power  and  authority  from  us,  for  our- 
selves, and  our  bands  or  nation,  to  do  any  and  all  lawful  acts  that  may 
be  by  them  deemed  necessary  to  effect  the  premises  as  fully  and  com- 
pletely as  we  might  or  could  do  were  we  personally  present.  Hereby 
ratifying  and  confirming  any  and  all  acts  that  our  said  attorney  or  his  sub- 
stitutes may  do,  by  virtue  hereof,  and  revoking  and  annulling  any  and 
all  powers  of  attorney,  or  any  other  kind  of  authority,  that  we  may 
have  heretofore  given  (or  any  of  us)  to  any  person  or  persons,  to  act 
tor  us  and  in  our  behalf  in  and  about  the  premises.  It  is  expressly 
declared  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  give  our  said  attorney  any 
power  to  act  for  us  in  an3rthing  connected«with  the  disposition  of  our 
regular  annuities. 

"In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned  chiefs  of  the  said  See- 
see-toan  and  Wapaytoan  bands  of  the  Sioux  or  Dakota  nation  of  In- 
dians, being  a  majority  of  said  chiefs,  headn)en,  and  braves,  and  as 
such  fully  competent  to  transact  national  business  for  said  bands  and 
nation,  now  in  full  and  open  council,  assembled  at  St.  Peter's  agency, 
have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  as  our  material  act  and  deed, 
this  6th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1851." 


Committee  Room,  U.  S.  Senate, 

March  14,  1853. 

The  committee  met,  and  proceeded  with  the  examination  of  M. 
Sweetser,  esq. 

I  understand  Governor  Ramsey  received  from  the  government  five 
hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  for  the  Da- 
kota Indians,  under  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  and  Mendota,  of 
July  and  August,  1851.  I  state,  from  information  received,  that  Gov- 
ernor Ramsey  exchanged  the  government  currency  received  for  bank 
paper  and  drafts  on  different  banks  in  New  York  city,  Harrisburg  and 
Middletown,  Pennsylvania;  that  he  exchanged  all  of  the  gold  he  re- 
ceived from  the  government,  excepting  eighty  or  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  before  leaving  the  eastern  cities  for  Minnesota.  About  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  were  exchanged  for  this  currency. 

The  annuities  due  the  Indians  were  paid  in  gold. 

The  trust  funds,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  were  paid  to  the  traders 
and  half-breeds,  and  upon  government  contracts,  in  bank  paper  and 
drafts. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  objection  was  made  to  receiving  the  pap^ 
money  by  those  to  whom  it  was  payable,  and  I  have  understood  that 
Governor  Ramsey  offered  to  pay  to  Mr.  McKinstry,  one  of  the  go^rem- 
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ment  contractors,  either  paper  money  or  gold,  at  his  option,  and  he  paid 
to  me  $1,000  due  in  gold. 

During  the  councils  prior  to  the  payment  at  St.  Peter's  agency  the 
cbie&  of  the  Me-de-wah-kanton  Indians  at  the  council  demanded  of  the 
governor  the  money  due  the  chiefs  in  accordance  with  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty.  A  demand  was  made  on  several  occasions  in  open  coun- 
cil, and  as  often  refused  by  Governor  Ramsey.  The  governor  stated 
to  the  Indians,  on  three  several  occasions,  in  my  presence,  that  the 
treaty  required  that  they  should  be  removed  to  their  nomes  on  the  Min- 
nesota river  before  any  portion  of  the  money  was  paid ;  but  on  con- 
dition that  they  would  leave  in  his  hands  the  amount  claimed  by  the 
traders  to  pay  the  debt  claimed  by  them  from  the  Indians,  that  he 
would  soften  down  that  provision  of  the  treaty,  and  pay  their  annuities. 
And  at  the  last  council  held  at  St.  Peter's  agency  by  the  governor  he 
told  the  chiefs,  prior  to  the  payment,  that  if  they  did  not  comply  with 
the  request  or  demands  which  he  made  that  he  would  take  the  money 
back,  and  not  pay  their  annuities. 

I  think  Messrs.  Hugh  Tyler,  C.  D.  Fillmore,  A.  J.  Campbell,  and 
others  were  present.  I  think  Mr.  Faribault  was  the  interpreter  on  that 
occasion.     This  took  place  at  the  government  hoilse  at  St.  Peter's. 

Wabashaw,  the  pnncipal  chief,  told  him  to  take  the  money  back,' 
and  they  would  go  home,  and  that  they  would  not  ^comply  with  the 
conditions  he  made.  After  this  the  governor's  councils  were  held  at 
Mendota,  at  the  trading  post  of  P.  Chouteau,  jr.,  &  Co.  These  coun- 
cils were  held  with  separate  chiefs,  generally  at  night,  and  during  those 
times  certain  of  the  chiefs  were  known  to  be  drunk,  as  I  was  informed, 
and  verily  believe. 

After  long  delay,  and  frequent  night  councils  at  the  trading  post  of 
p.  Chouteau  &  Co. — ^H.  S.  Dousman,  Hugh  Tyler,  C.  D.  Fillmore,  and 
others  were  present — ^ihe  signatures  of  the  chiefs  were  obtained  to  the 
receipts  for  their  trust  fund. 

In  their  councils  the  Indians  expressed  a  desire  to  pay  all  their  hon- 
est debts ;  to  give  to  the  half-breeds  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  a 
sum  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  government  to  remove  and  subsist 
them  for  one  year  after  their  removal.  The  twenty  thousand  dollars 
to  the  half-breeds  were  divided  among  their  chiefs,  and  eight  or  ten 
prisoners  of  the  Sioux,  manj'  of  them  children  of  the  principal  men,  and 
one  of  them,  the  son  of  a  chief,  were  released  from  prison  on  the  very 
evening  or  morning  on  which  the  signatures  to  the  aforesaid  receipts 
\vere  obtained  from  the  chiefs. 

One  of  the  chiefs  told  me  that  he  had  signed  the  receipts  to  obtain 
the  libertj'-  of  his  son,  and  that  he  had  thus  obtained  his  libertj' ;  and  I 
believe  that  the  release  of  the  prisoners  and  the  payment  of  the  money 
intended  for  the  half-breeds  was  used  as  a  bribe  to  obtain  the  signa- 
tures of  the  chiefs  to  the  receipts  aibresaid. 


Committee  Room,  March  15,  1853. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  resumed  the  tes- 
timony  of  M.  Sweetser,  esq. 
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The  Indians  were  called  into  council  about  the  middle  of  Noven 
1852.  GovfTnor  Ramsey  was  present.  The  chiefs  told  liim  that 
iinderst<XKl  that  the  Indians  at  Mendota  had  been  refused  their  mc 
and  they  hoped  that  they  would  not  be  treated  as  their  brcthn 
Mendoia  were.  They  then  demanded  of  the  governor  their  m( 
(refiuring  to  the  trust  fund,)  and  in  all  their  public  councils  expn 
hut  one  wish,  and  that  was,  that  the  money  should  be  paid  to  I 
selves.  Governor  Ramsey  answered,  by  stating  to  the  cluefs  that 
had  disposed  of  this  fund  already,  and  that  he  should  not  pay  it  to  I 

Mr.  Sibley,  Hugh  Tyler,  James  Campbell,  Duncan  Campbell, 
others,  I  think,  were  present.  Most  of  the  persons  present  were  i 
ested  in  the  disbursements  of  this  fund.  The  chiefs  reiterated  thei 
niands  that  the  money  should  be  paid  to  them,  and  not  to  their  c 
:mts  of  the  fund. 

I  henrd  all  the  principal  chieis  who  were  present  make  the  dei 
uyHm  i\\r  governor  for  tlu*  money.  Red  Iron  was  the  most  acti 
making  these  demands;  he  was  without  any  other  apparent  caus 
nested  and  broken  of  his  chieftainship.  He  rej)eatedly  refus«^l  to 
any  receipts  li)r  money  which  was  not  to  be  paid  to  them. 

During  the  time  of  these  councils  young  men  who  had  little  < 
influence  with  the  tribe,  and  who  their  own  people  have  since  re 
to  nx'Ognize,  were  appointed  to  chiefiahicj'  by  him  as  chiefs,  to  ih 
elusion  of  the  old  chiefs.  During  these  councils  the  interpreters 
or  allowed  bv  Governor  Ramsev  were  persons  connected  in  bus 
with  H.  H.  Sibley  &  Co.,  and  otlier  recipients  of  the  money  pai 
th(»  said  Ramsey,  or  directly  interested  themselves.  The  si«rnaiiw 
the  rec(Mpt  n^turned  by  Governor  Ramsey,  and  now  on  file  Id  flu 
partment,  for  $250,000,  purporting  to  be  the  receipt  of  the  Set-sec- 
and  Wali-pay-toan  chieis,  who  are  entitled  to  this  fund,  are  not  a 
jority  of  said  chiefs,  with  tlie  exception  of  one  or  two  names,  an*  y 
men  unauthorized  to  transact  national  business. 

hi  all  their  public  councils  the  principal  chiefs  declared  the  a 
inent  purporting  to  be  between  themselves  and  the  traders  was  a  fi 
thai  at  the  time  of  signinjr  they  supposed  it  to  be  a  copy  of  the  ti 
1  have  heard  them  make  this  declaration  to  the  governor  in  counc 
also  heard  him  tell  them  that  this  or  no  other  pajXT  to  the  trade 
others  would  be  signed,  hut  the  mon(\v  would  be  paid  directly  to  1 
in  accordance  with  the  treaty. 

This  conversation  of  the  governor  to  the  hidians  t»H)k   placr 
time  in  the  fall  of  1851. 

That  Governor  Ramsey  told  the  See-see-toans  and  Wah-pay- 
at  Traverse  des  Sioux  tliat  h(^  was  ready  to  pay  their  annuities ; 
they  had  disposed  of  their  mon(»y,  (meaning  the  luind  money ;) 
that  they  had  nothing  to  do  now,  or  words  to  this  eflect. 

The  above  testimony  of  M.  Sw(»els(T,  esq.,  of  Minnesota,  was 
under  oath  so  far. 

W.  K.  SEBASTIAN. 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affa 
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Charles  W.  Borup,  sworn. 

=        I  have  been  connected  in  business  with  Mr.  Sibley  for  three  years 
-  past,  botli  of  us  doing  business  in  connection  with  the  house  of  P. 
CJhoQteau,  jr.,  &  Co.,  of  St.  Louis.     Mr.  Sibley  represented  the  interest 
"'  of  that  house,  also  the  interest  of  the  old  American  fur  company,  and 
'    to  a  small  degree  himself,  as  a  claimant  under  the  Sioux  lreatJ^     He 
■    was  absent  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  and  no  other  person,  except- 
!    ing  myself  and  a  brother  of  Mr.  Sibley,  represented  the  atove  firms.     I 
[    bad  repeated  conversations  with  Governor  Ramsey  on  the  subject  of 
?    tbese  claims,  as  it  was  a  matter  of  deep  interest  from  personal  friendly 
r    feeling  to  Mr.  Sibley,  and  from  mj^  business  connection  with  the  firm 
aforesaid,  to  hav(3  the  claims  paid,  but  I  hav(^  no  pecuniary  interest  in 
them  except  to  a  very  small  degree.     Governor  Ramsey  always  ex- 
:    pressed  to  me  a  hope  tliat  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  pay- 
ment of  the  claim,  but  that  if  he  was  obhged  to  do  it,  he  would  en- 
deavor to  do  justice  to  all  concerned,  that  he  was  determined  to  admit 
no  claim  not  lairly  substantiatc^d. 

I  am  also  prepared  to  state,  that  there  is  no  direct  or  indirect  conled- 
eracy  between  Governor  Ramsey,  Messrs.  Sibley,  Dousman,  and  Steel, 
or  any  persons,  that  I  know  of,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

I  have  personal  knowledge  of  the  fact  of  Governor  Ramsey  j)aying 
bank  notes;  he  paid  them  to  my  sell',  but  left  to  my  option  to  take  bank 
notes,  gold,  or  drafts.  I  took  notes  and  drafts  because  they  were  at 
one  per  cent,  premium.  I  gave  him  nearly  twenty  thousand  dollar?  in 
American  gold  for  notes. 

Governor  Ramsey  is  proverbially  kind  among  the  Indians,  the  Sioux, 
Chippewaj's,  and  Winnebagoes — known  as  a  kind  and  humane  man — 
and  to  my  certain  knowledge  gives  general  satisfaction.  Governor  Ram- 
sey held  his  council  at  a  house  in  Mendota,  where  the  United  States  courts 
\vere  held,  where  elections,  and  wliere  both  the  treaties  with  the  Indians 
were  mad(».  The  reason  for  holding  it  at  that  house  was  because  it  is 
more  convenient  for  the  greater  part  of  the  Indians,  and  because  the  In- 
dian agency  is  so  small  and  inconvenient  as  to  oblige  them  to  hold 
cooncils,  if  held  there,  in  the  open  air. 

I  was  offered,  as  the  representative  of  the  above  claimmits,  by  Mr. 
Sweetser,  through  Mr.  Dousman,  that  if  I  would  pay  them  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  divided  among  three  of  them  Sweetser  being  one 
of  them,  he  would  agree  to  withdraw  all  opposition  to  th(»  payment  of 
the  claims,  &c.,  &c. 

Mr.  Sibley,  representing  the  above  firms,  did  not  recei\  e  more  than 
forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  claims  justly  due  them. 

Relative  to  Indians  being  drunk  at  imy  council  held  by  Governor 
Ramsey,  I  would  state,  that  I  have  lived  tor  nearly  twtuity-seven  years 
among  them,  Chippeways,  Winnebagoes,  and  Sioux,  that  I  have  seen 
very  little  drunkenness  among  the  Sioux,  much  less  than  among  their 
white  neighbors.  That  as  fiir  as  Mr.  Sibley  is  concerned,  he  has  al- 
ways taken  a  prominent  stand  in  advocating  the  cause  of  temperance 
among  the  Incnans ;  that  to  his  influence  mainly  is  to  be  attribut(»d,  that 
the  Sioux  are  as  sober  as  they  are.  •  That  Governor  Ramsey,  also,  on 
all  occasions,  has  endeavored  to  promote  the  cause  of  tem|>erance 
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among  them,  and  that  it  would  be  a  direct  insult  to  either  of  thoee  gen- 
tlemen, to  think  for  a  moment  they  would,  directly  or  indirectly,  have 
anythmg  to  do  with  Indians  where  liquor  was  used,  and,  to  the  best  ot' 
my  knowledge,  no  Indian  chief  or  brave  has  been  permitted  to  take  an 
active  part  in  any  council,  when  they  were  in  liquor. 

CHARLES  W.  BORUP. 


Joseph  Sire,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  sworn. 

I  will  state  that  I  was  connected  with  Mr.  Sibley  since  1839.  The 
house  of  P.  Chouteau,  jr.,  &  Co.,  of  which  I  am  a  partner,  has  been 
supplying  Mr.  Sibley  with  goods  since.  The  goods  supplied  to  Mr. 
Sibley  have  always  been  of  the  best  kind  of  English  ^oods,  such  as 
blankets,  cloths,  &c.,  and  also  a  large  quantity  oi  provisions,  suitable 
to  the  Indians.  Since  1842,  by  the  inventories  and  settlements  of  books, 
rendered  yearly  by  Mr.  Sibley  to  P.  Chouteau,  jr.,  &  Co.,  the  business 
showed  a  loss  of  about  ten  thousand  dollars  per  year,  and  in  some  in- 
stances, as  much  as  thirty  thousand. 

These  deficiencies  were  caused  by  the  immense  quantity  of  goods 
given  to  the  Indians  on  credit,  who  were  unable  to  pay  for  them,  and 
who  could  not  have  subsisted  without  them.  The  house  of  P.  Chou- 
teau, jr.,  &  Co.,  by  the  advice  and  with  the  influence  of  Mr.  Sibley,  con- 
tinued to  furnish  supplies  to  those  Indians  on  credit,  not  only  l)ecause 
they  expected  to  be  paid  when  a  treaty  would  be  made,  but  also  through 
a  sense  of  humanity. 

Although  Mr.  Sibley  seems  to  have  received  a  large  sum  of  money,  I 
know,  and  can  prove  at  any  time,  that  Mr.  Sibley's  business  with  the 
Sioux  Indians  still  shows  a  large  deficiencv. 

I  have  known  Governor  Ramsey  well,  smce  he  has  been  Governor  o!" 
Minnesota  Territory,  and  in  the  winter  of  1850  to  1851.  I  have  as- 
sisted him  in  holding  council  with  the  Sioux  Indians,  as  I  understand 
their  language,  and  m  the  course  of  said  council  found  that  the  Gover- 
nor gave  the  Indians  general  satisfaction,  and  that  the  Indians  were 
willing  to  listen  to  his  words. 

JOSEPH  A.  SIRE. 


Committee  Room,  March  25,  1853. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Hugh  Tyler,  esquire, 
who  duly  affirmed  as  follows : 

I  left  Washington  city  with  Governor  Ramsey  in  October,  1852, 
when  he  drew  from  the  government  the  money  for  the  Sioux  Indians- 
Governor  Ramsey  did  in  the  city  of  New  York  deposite  the  whole,  or 
a  portion  of  the  mnds  obtained  from  the  sovemment. 

I  understand  from  Governor  Ramsey  that  Mr.  Whittlesey  told  him 
he  had  a  right  to  deposite  the  money  and  check  for  it ;  and  I  suggested 
to  him  that  it  would  be  the  safest  and  most  convenient  mode  of  dis- 
bursing it.     The  difficulties  and  expense  in  transporting  the  specie  to 
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'  Minnesota,  and  the  known  fact  that  a  portion  of  this  money  was  to  be 
received  by  the  creditors  whom  the  Indians  have  designated  to  receive 
■  it,  rendered  it,  he  considered,  the  most  proper  mode  of  disbursment. 
3E  I  told  Governor  Ramsey  that  he  had  better  deposite  all  the  money, 
except  the  annuities  in  New  York,  and  check  for  it  as  he  wished  to  pay 
it  out.  His  reply  was  that  he  wished  to  take  as  much  money  into  the 
Territory  as  he  could,  that  tlie  people  would  be  better  satisfied  if  money 
were  brought  for  circulation.  T  then  said,  for  convenience  you  might 
take  a  portion  of  it  in  New  York  bills,  and  that  those  I  represented 
would  as  soon,  if  not  rather  have  them  than  gold;  his  desire  seemed  to 
be  to  discharge  his  official  duty  properly,  and  at  the  same  time  satisfy 
the  people  of  the  Territory  without  reference  to  these  claims  of  traders. 

I  was  the  attorney  of  the  claimants  and  was  deputed  by  them  to 
look  to  their  interest,  and  as  their  attorney,  I  told  Governor  Ramsey 
that  the  claimants  I  represented  would  as  soon,  if  not  rather  receive 
in  payment  checks  on  New  York,  believing  that  those  checks  were 
worth  more  to  the  recipients  than  the  gold  in  Minnesota.  I  also  ad- 
^^sed  him  as  the  attornej',  inasmuch  as  many  of  the  claimants  would 
receive  comparatively  small  amounts,  that  it  would  be  better  to  take 
with  him  a  certain  amount  of  bank  paper,  which  I  told  him  the  claim- 
ants would  just  as  soon  have  as  gold. 

Governor  Ramsey  told  me  what  disposition  he  intended  to  make  of 
the  money,  nor  did  I  ever,  as  the  attorney  of  said  claimants,  oflfer  him 
any  inducements  to  disburse  the  money  in  any  particular  manner.  I 
always  took  it  for  granted,  as  did  every  one  else  I  conversed  with,  that 
the  money  was  to  be  paid  in  the  manner  that  Governor  Ramsey  paid  it. 

Governor  Ramsey  took  with  him  more  gold  than  was  sufficient  to 
pay  the  Indians  the  annuities.  After  I  got  to  Minnesota  in  company 
with  Governor  Ramsay,  I  was  informed  by  the  claimants  that  they 
had  set  apart  ten  per  cent,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses 
they  had  oeen  subjected  to. 

I  was  present  I  think,  at  all  the  councils  held  by  Governor  Ramsey 
after  he  returned  to  Minnesota  with  the  money,  and  I  staid  at  Mendota 
with  H.  H.  Sibley  the  most  of  the  time.  There  never  was,  to  my  know- 
ledge, a  council  held  there  with  the  Indians  in  the  night,  nor  at  any 
other  time,  except  at  the  request  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Indians ;  nor 
did  I  ever  see  but  one  drunken  Indian  there,  who  it  is  said  came  up 
from  St.  Paul  one  night  and  stopped  at  Mr.  Sibley's  office.  In  all 
these  councils  I  never  heard  Governor  Ramsey  tell  the  Indians  that, 
unless  they  paid  the  traders,  they  should  not  have  their  money.  I  did 
hear  him  say,  that  as  honest  men,  it  was  proper  that  they  should  pay 
their  honest  debts. 

When  he  spoke  to  tliem  in  reference  to  their  obligations  under  the 
treaties  to  remove  before  they  could  receive  their  money,  he  said  to 
them  that  inasmuch  as  the  Senate  had  amended  their  treaties,  and  as 
it  was  late  in  the  season  and  unprepared  to  remove,  he  thought  he  was 
justified  in  extending  the  time  ol  removal  until  the  spring,  aud  h(^  never 
did  to  my  knowledge  make  the  payment  of  their  debts  a  condition  of 
them  being  suffered  to  remain. 

Not  one  of  the  claimants  objected  to  receiving  the  drafts  and 
bank  paper  who  were  not  accommodated  with  gold.     All  the  claim* 
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ants  preferred  it,  and  the  half-breeds  were  asked,  without  exception, 
whicn  they  preferred.  Business  men  who  have  received  gold  consid- 
ered it  an  accommodation  to  receive  drafts,  or  bank  paper,  nor  was 
any  one  threatened  by  me  that  unless  he  paid  me  the  per  centage  hv 
would  not  receive  his  money.  It  was  a  voluntary  matter  on  their  port 
the  amount  to  be  paid  them  for  expenses. 

Questioned  by  D,  A.  Robertson, 

I  W71S  tlie  attorney  tor  the  claimants  generally  ;  I  was  employed  by 
Messrs.  Sibley,  Dousman,  and  the  other  claimants,  before  the  treaty 
was  ratified.  There  was  no  written  contract  betw^een  us,  but  then^ 
was  a  general  understanding  between  myself  and  the  claimants  thai  1 
was  to  have  a  per  centage  on  what  amount  they  would  receive  from 
the  Indians. 

The  claimants  got  together  and  made  a  calculation  of  the  expenses 
they  had  incurred  in  getting  the  Indians  to  ratify  the  Senate  amend- 
ments for  payment  of  attorney,  &c.  It  amounted  to  over  fifteen  per 
cent.  ' 

I  received  from  Governor  Ramsey  all  the  money  paid  to  the  claim- 
ants, amounting  to  $370,000,  after  the  annuities  had  been  paid:  the 
claimants  anxious  to  receive  their  money  requested  me  to  go  to  8t. 
Paul  for  it.  Governor  Ramsey  paid  me  the  money  on  their  order  and 
receipt. 

Governor  Ramsc}"^  never  received  any  of  this  money. 

I  was  at  Traverse  des  Sioux  when  the  treaty  was  made ;  I  was  $< nt 
up  there  by  Luke  Lea,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  an  oflficial 
capacity.  I  will  also  state  that  the  Indians  would  not  make  a  treaty 
unless  the  commissioner  would  set  apart  a  sum  of  money  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts,  saying  the  traders  had  been  kind  to  them,  and  fur- 
nished them  with  the  necessaries  of  life. 

It  seemed  to  be  perfectly  understoody  by  nearly  all  w^ho  were  pre>- 
ent  at  the  time  the  Indians  made  a  distribution  of  their  money  amon^ 
their  creditors  and  half-breeds,  that  they  understood  the  contents  of  rh» 
paper  they  were  signing. 

'  Questioned  by  Mr,  Sweetser. 

Question.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  arrive  ;it  St.  Paul's  in  the  uietit. 
and  left  the  same  night  with  Gov.  Ramsey  after  the  money  t 

Answer*  I  did. 

Question,  Is  Mr.  Whittlesey  an  officer  of  the  government  t  It*  hn 
what  office  docs  he  hold  ? 

Answer*  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 

Questioji.  Did  you  see  an  official  letter  from  Mr.  Whittlesey  to  Gfv. 
Ramsey,  informing  him  that  the  money  which  he  received  to  be  paidt.' 
the  Indians  in  Minnesota,  might  be  disposed  by  him  and  chcx^ked  for  a- 
occasion  might  require  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  what  purported  to  be  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  i*> 
Gov.  Ramsey  by  Mr.  Whittlesey.  On  reflection,  I  cannot  say  whether 
the  letter  referred  to  this  money  or  to  the  money  appropriated  to  pay 
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the  Minnesota  Indians,  or  whether  it  referred  to  other  moneys  which  he 
had  previously  received.  I  saw  the  letter  this  last  winter,  but  do  not 
recollect  its  date. 

Qtiestion,  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Whittlesey  tell  Gov.  Ramsey  that  ho 
had  a  right  to  depositee  and  check  for  the  money  ? 

Answer.  1  did. 

Question.  By  whnt  claimants  were  you  employc^dV 

Anmxr.  By  Mr.  Sibley,  Mr.  Dousman,  Mr.  Faribault,  and  Mr.  Bay, 
and  others. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  become  tlie  attorney  for  the  claim- 
:ints  ■? 

Answer.  Some  time  before  the  treaties  were  ratified. 

Question.  Were  you  the  attorney  of  anj^of  the  traders  except  Sibley, 
.  Dousman,  and  Faribault,  other  than  by  an  understanding  between 
vourself  and  the  above-named  claimants'/ 

Annuer.  Mr.  Sibley  stated  to  me  that  the  claimants  wanted  me  to 
ftssist  them  in  getting  their  claims. 

Question.  How  much  of  the  ^593,000  did  Gov(»mor  Ramsej'^  take  to 
the  Territory  in  bank  paper  or  drafts,  or  leave  on  deposite  in  banks  in 
the  city  of  New  York  or  other  places  V 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  how  much  money  the*  government  turned 
fiver  to  him. 

Question.  Was  you  present  when  Governor  Ramsey  deposit(.*d  the 
Sioux  mon(iy  in  the  bank  or  banks  in  New  York  ? 

Answe?'.  1  was  not  present. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Ramsey  tell  you,  or  did  you  learn  from  any 
other  source,  .how  much  was  paid  said  Ramsey  by  the  banks  for  the 
exchanges  i 

Answer.  I  saw  a  letter  from  the  president  or  cashier  of  the  bank  to 
Mr.  Sibley,  stating  that  he  got  nothing. 

Question.  Did  not  Governor  Ramsey,  to  your  knowledge,  before  he 
reached  the  Territory  with  the  money,  say  that  it  should  be  paid  to 
the  claimants  and  not  to  the  Indians? 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect  that  Governor  Ramsey  told  me,  or  any 
f »ue  in  my  presence,  how  he  intended  to  pay  the  money. 

Question.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  that  Governor  Ramsey  was  in 
the  habit  of  holding  councils  or  talks  with  chiefs  at  night  on  the  subject 
of  their  business  at  Mendota,  subsequent  to  the  coum^ils  being  held  at 
St.  Peter's  agency  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  not. 

The  testimonv  of  H.  Tyler,  esq.,  was  given  under  oath  so  far. 

WM.  K.  SEBASTIAN, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

April  6,  1853. 
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Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 

AprU  20,  1853. 

I,  George  W.  Manypcnny,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  do  ht  rt- 
by  certity  that  the  foregoing  are  correct  copies  of  the  originals  on  fil» 
in  this  office. 

GEO.  W.   MANYPENNY, 

Cammissiofun 


I,  Robert  McClelland,  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
do  hereby  certify  that  George  W.  Manypenny,  whose  signature  is  an- 
nexed to  the  foregoing  certificate,  is  now,  andwasat  the  time  of  signing 
the  same,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  that  full  faith  and  creilir 
are  due  to  his  official  acts  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  tlir 
r  -,  seal  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to  be  affixed,  this  2*>th 
•^^'J  day  of  April,  1853. 

ROBERT  xMcCLELLAND, 

Secretary. 


In  the  matter  of  the  investigation  of  the  charges  pre/erred  agnamst  the  Hon, 
Alexander  Ramsey^  late  governor  and  superintendent  of  rndian  affairs  y 
Minnesota: 

In  1851,  Governor  Ramsey  and  Luke  TiCa,  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  were  commissioned  to  treat  with  the  Sioux  or  Dakota  Indians, 
for  the  cession  of  a  part  of  their  territory  lying  within  the  boundaries  ot" 
Minnesota.  The  treaties  of  Mendota  and  Traverse  des  Sioux  were 
negotiated ;  a  lar^e  and  valuable  body  of  lands  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States ;  and  by  me  provisions  of  those  treaties  some  $495,000  was  to 
be  paid  to  the  chiefs  of  said  bands,  to  enable  them  to  settle  their  affidrst 
meet  their  present  just  engagements,  &c.,  &c.,  in  such  manner  as  tbey 
thereafter  snould,  in  open  council,  request. 

The  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  was  signed  on  the  23d  day  of  July, 
1851,  by  the  chiefs,  head  men,  and  braves,  of  the  Seeseetoan  and 
Wahpatoan  bands.  On  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same  councfl,  imme- 
diately after  having  signed  the  treaty,  these  same  chie&,  bead  men. 
and  braves,  executed  a  paper,  by  which  they  made  provision  fiar  the 
payment  of  their  creditors.  To  this  paper  was  subsequently  attached. 
by  the  direction  of  the  Indians,  a  schedule  of  the  names  and  amounts 
due  to  tlieir  several  creditors  and  half-breeds. 

Some  months  subsequently  to  this,  on  the  6th  of  December,  1851,  a 
small  portion  of  the  chiefs,  head  men,  and  braves,  consisting  of  but 
three  chiefs^  and  numbering  but  twenty-two  in  all,  were  induced  to  exe- 
cute to  Mr.  Madison  Sweetser,  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  prefer  these 
charges,  a  power  of  attorney,  by  which  it  is  sought  to  divert  the  mo- 
neys, already  appropriated  for  the  payn^ent  of  their  debts,  fitxn  its 
legitimate  channel.     There  is  an  aflidavit  attached  to  this  power  ot 
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\  altoniey,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  Indians  executing  that  power  ot* 
attorney  constitute  a  majority  of  the  chiefs,  head  men,  ana  braves. 
That  statement  is  untrue. 

The  treaties  were  forwarded  to  Washington,  amended  and  ratified 
by  the  Senate,  and  remitted  to  Governor  Ramsey,  to  obtain  the  assent 
of  the  Indians  to  the  amendments.     The  chiefs,  head  men,  and  braves, 
of  the  Seeseetoan  and  Wahpatoan  bands,  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Tra- 
verse des  Sioux,  assembled  at  St.  Paul  on  the  8th  day  of  September, 
1852,  and  there,  in  the  presence  of  both  Governor  Ramsey  and  Agent 
McLean,  ratified  and  confirmed  the  amendments.     The  same  parties, 
at  the  same  time,  executed  to  Governor  Ramsey  a  power  of  attorney, 
authorizing  and  empowering  him,  in  their  names,  to  draw,  receipt  for, 
and  appropriate,  the  8275,000  named  in  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des 
Sioux,  in  accordance  with  and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  true 
and  equitable  intent  of  the  4th  article  of  that  treaty.     Governor  Ram- 
sey, at  their  earnest  solicitation,  accepted  the  trust.      He  proceeded  to 
Washington ;  was  there  intrusted  with  the  whole  fund  due  under  both 
treaties;   was  paid  in  United    States   treasury  drafts;   carried  them 
wth  him  to  New- York,  and  there  deposited  them  in  the  "Merchants' 
Bank,"  and  "Bank  of  Commerce."     Upon  these  deposites  he  checked 
for  a  sufficient  amount  of  gold  to  pay  the  annuities  to  the  Indians,  and 
meet  any  other  demands  upon  the  fiind  when  gold  was  preferred.     He 
likewise  drew  upon  those  aeposites  for  a  small  amount  of  bank  paper, 
-which  he  brought  udth  him  to  the  Territory.     This  piiper  was  on  a 
solvent  bank,  at  par  in  New- York,  and,  in  consequence  of  its  conveni- 
ence, preferrable  to  coin  in  Minnesota.     The  balance  of  the  fiind  he 
left  on  deposite,  subject  to  his  drafts,  and  payable  in  gold.     The  drafts 
-were  worth  a  premium  in  Minnesota  at  the  time  of  the  payment.  Upon 
his  return  to  Minnesota,  Governor  Ramsey  assembled  the  Indians,  ob- 
tained their  re-direction  of  the  manner  in  which  they  desired  their  mo- 
ney to  be  disbursed,  and  paid  it  accordingly,  taking  his  power  of  attor- 
ney of  the  8th  of  September,  1852,  in  connection  with  what  is  com- 
monly called  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  as  his  guide.     It  may  as  well  be 
stated  that  this  power  of  attorney  revoked  all  other  and  former  powers 
of  attorney  relative  to  the  disposition  of  their  money,  and  had  particular 
reference  to  the  one  executed  by  Mr.  Sweetser. 

In  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  Medawakantoans,  it  was  made  upon 
the  written  direction  of  the  chiefs  in  open  council. 

These  are  the  facts  upon  which  are  based  the  charges  preferred 

X'nst  Alexander  Ramsey,  late  governor  and  superintendent  of  Indian 
rs  of  Minnesota,  by  Madison  Sweetser,  a  trader  among  the  upper 
Sioux,  and  D.  A.  Robertson,  the  then  editor  of  the  "  Minnesota  Demo- 
crat," a  newspaper  published  in  St.  Paul  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1861. 

As  soon  as  Governor  Ramsey  became  aware  that  the  propriety  of 
his  conduct*  in  the  late  Sioux  payment,  had  been  made  the  subject  ot 
libellous  and  malignant  comment  in  some  of  the  least  scrupuloife  news- 
papers of  the  country,  and  had  been  copied  into  others,  the  editors  ot 
vrhich  knew  not  the  character  of  the  sheets  they  were  accrediting,  he 
promptly  asked,  through  the  Indian  Office  at  Washington,  and  also 
through  the  delegate  in  Congress  from  the  Territory,  that  his  conduct 
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sumed  would  have  been  limited  to  less  than  an  equal  number  of  weeks; 
the  trutli  would  have  been  vindicated ;  the  door  would  have  been 
closed  against  the  floods  of  perjury  that  marked  much  of  the  testi- 
mony on  the  part  of  the  government ;  ample  opportunity  would  have 
been  given  to  collect  the  truth  ;  justice  would  have  been  done  to  the 
government ;  and  less  injustice  and  wrong  to  Governor  Ramsey.  But 
•suchy  unfortunately  for  him,  was  not  the  case.  The  investigation  was 
protracted  bej^ond  all  reasonable  limits ;  his  time  lx*ing  wasted,  and 
his  means  expended  in  (k^fraj'ing  the  expenses  entailed  upon  him  by 
its  protraction. 

None  of  these  things  are  apparent  on  the  record.  Peremptory  re- 
fusals were  given  to  requests,  that  objections  to  the  admission  of  testi-^ 
mony  should  bo  noted.  Oflers  of  testimony  and  interrogations  made 
and  put  by  the  defence  were  passed  unnoticed.  Here  was  manifest 
wrong  to  Governor  Ramsey ;  for  the  presumption  w^ill  be,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  all  evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  all  the  pnx)f  offered  was 
received.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  case.  The  most  material  and 
conclusive  proof,  in  justification  of  Governor  Ramsey's  conduct,  was 
excluded ;  and  when  they  did  exclude,  every  rule  of  right  and  justice 
demanded  that  the  fact  of  such  exclusion  should  appear  on  the  record. 

But  the  investigation  has  closed ;  the  testimony,  such  as  it  is,  has 
been  transmitted  to  Washington ;  and,  we  presume,  by  that  Governor 
Ramsey  will  be  bound,  unless  the  government  will  extend  to  him  the 
privilege  of  showing  ex  jnirtc  what  was  not  permitted  to  be  shown  be- 
fore the  commissioners.  Justice*  demands  this,  and  we  hope  her  de- 
mands may  not  bo  denied,  even  for  the  sake  of  the  government  itself. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  charges.  They  are  in 
themselves  an  anomaly.  They  are  vague,  indefinite,  and  confiised. 
They  wee  followed  by  no  specifications.  Neitheir  time,  place,  circum- 
stance, or  person,  is  named  to  fix  the  charge  with  any  certainty  to  any 
particular  act  or  series  of  acts.  They  arc  made  without  any  system 
or  regularity,  and  generally  of  such  a  character  as  no  officer  of  the 
American  government  was  ever  before  called  upon  to  answer.  Charges^ 
involving  either  malfeasance  or  fraud  on  the  part  of  a  government  of- 
ficer, have  always  been  required  to  contain  specifications,  which  set 
out  with  precision,  minuteness  and  exactitude,  each  particular  act,  with 
date,  place,  circumstance,  fmd  name,  which  is  intended  to  be  proved 
to  support  or  sustain  either  of  the  general  charges.  These  specifica- 
tions were  to  be  made  with  particularity  and  perspicuity ;  and  the 
sUghtest  material  variance  between  the  proof  and  the  specification, 
would  cause  its  exclusion.  The  object  and  justness  of  this  rule  is 
manifest.  The  party  charged  must  be  put  u[>on  his  guard.  He  must 
be  enabled  to  prepare  his  defiance,  and  have  in  attemlance  his  wit- 
nesses, to  rebut  or  disprove,  if  necessary,  what  is  idleged  agninst  him. 
Without  specifications,  how  can  he  be  enabled  to  do  this  V  Surprise 
would  meet  him  at  every  step ;  but  it  would  be  too  late  to  remedy  the 
wrong  when  he  was  already  upon  his  trial.  Justice  to  the  parly  charged 
requires  this  in  every  case ;  but  most  particularly  iloes  she  demand  it, 
when  the  charges  assail  the  personal  reputation  and  personal  liberty  of 
an  individual.  A  court  of  inquiry  would  not  have  for  a  moment 
entertained  any  single  charge  in  the  category  preferred  against  Governor 
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Ilsimsej,  and  such  a  tribunal  more  nearly  assimilates  to  an  invei 
lion  of  this  character  than  any  other. 

But  notwithstanding  the  total  irregularity  and  unfitness  of 
charges,  anxious  to  have  his  conduct  put  to  the  test  of  the  most  « 
ing  scrutiny,  conscious  of  the  justness  and  integrity  of  his  m(*i 
every  act  he  did,  and  desirous  ibr  an  opportunity  to  place  himsell 
before  his  government  and  the  country.  Governor  Ramsey  waiv 
the  irregularities  in  the  charges,  responded  to  them,  vague  a?  they 
and  entered  ujkmi  his  defence  in  the  confident  hope  that  the wholi 
saction  which  gave  rise  to  these  chjirges,  from  its  incipieney  to  i 
minalion,  would  be  investigated.  In  this  he  >*'as  disap|H>intcil,  i 
V'hich  he  considered  most  material  was  entirely  c»xcluaed. 

The  charges  of  Mr.  SweetstT  and  Mr.  Robertson,  takin  conj 
resolve  thems(*lves  into  but  two  points : 

The  first  one  is,  that  the  Indians  demanded  of  (Jovernor  Rami 
payment  of  the  money  received  by  him,  and  that  he  refused  the 
paid  it  out  to  a  few  favorites,  with  whom  he  >vns  confederating. 

The  second  is,  that  he  deposited  in  bank  the  national  currenc 
gold  received  by  him,  jmd  exchanged  it  for  bank  paper  an(l< 
which  bank  uapi^r  and  drafts  he  paid  out  to  the  creditors  of  tlie  1 
States,  in  violation  of  law. 

However,  lor  the  siUce  of  perspicuity,  we  will  take  up  ami  cri 
separately  each  charge,  unless  tliere  may  bt?  some  instances  wbei 
or  more  may  he  treated  conjointly  without  ccmfusion. 

The  first  charge  of  Mr.  SweelsiT  is: 

"  That  Governor  Ramsey  confederated  wth   H.   H.  Siblev, 
Dousman,  Hugh  Tyler,  F.  Steel,  and  others,  to  absorb  the  whol 
named  to  favorites,  to  the  exclusion  of  meritorious  creditors." 

In  nearly  three  hundred  and  fifty  pages   of  testimony  taken 
the  commissioners,  there  is  not  one  syllable  of  proof'  to  suslai 
charge.     In  tliat  whole  mass  of  matter  there   is  not  a  circuau 
however  remote,  from  which  can  be  inferred  even  a  suspicion  € 
federacy  between  these  parties  or  either  of  them. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  there  is  no  proof  to  sustain  this  c 
Governor  Ramsey  was  unwilling  to  permit  it  to  remain  uncontrn 
upon  the  record.  Mr.  Sibley,  Mr.  Dousman,  and  Mr.  Steel  are  b 
upon  the  witness  stand.  The  question  is  put  to  them  in  a  dire 
|>ositive  form.  There  could  be  no  equivocation  in  the  answei 
what  was  it  ?  A  uniform  and  indignant  negative.  The  stmie  qi 
was  put  to  Mr.  Tyler  before  the  Senate  committee  in  Washingtoi 
answer  corresponds  with  that  given  by  the  others,  and  falsehocHl 
fixed  upon  the  charge. 

The  next  charge,  and  somewhat  of  the  same  character,  is  the 
Mr.  Robertson: 

"  That  he,  (said  Ramsey,)  with  H.  H.  Sibley,  Dr.  C.  W.  Borup, . 
Brum,  CD.  Fillmore,  and  others,  have  co-operated  to  deprive  the  I 
Indians  of  their  rights  under  the  late  treaty  ;  that  by  their  machir 
the  money  due  said  Indians  was  disbursed  in  violation  of  law,  tlie 
of  the  Indians,  and  treaty  stipulation." 

Tills  crhijrgc  would  seem  to  refer  to  the  treaty  of  Mendota,  as  i 
the  last  one  negociated.     It  is  as  barren  of  testimony  to  support  it 
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one  just  considered.  There  is  not  a  syllable  of  testimony  that  these 
parties,  or  any  of  them,  either  conjointly  or  separately,  ever  resorted  to 
any  fraud,  trick,  design,  or  any  other  improper  means,  to  deprive  the 
Dakota  Indians,  under  any  late  treaty,  of  either  their  rights  or  their  money. 
No  one  has  testified  to  anything  of  the  kind ;  nor  can  any  evidence  be 
(bund  on  the  record.  Two  of  the  gentlemen  charged  have  been  upon 
the  stand.  Both  deny  that  they  ever  either  co-operated  or  confederated 
with  Governor  Ramsey,  or  any  one  else,  to  deprive  the  Dakota  Indians 
of  their  rights  under  the  late  treaty  or  any  other  treaty,  and  that  they 
were  parties  to  no  machinations  by  which  the  money  due  said  Indians 
was  distributed  in  violation  of  law. 

But,  though  this  charge  does  really  refer  to  but  one  treaty,  we  pre- 
sume it  may  be  intended  to  cover  both  ;  and  there  is  no  desire  on  the 
part  of  Governor  Ramsey  to  screen  himself  behind  informalities.  He 
IS  just  as  ready  to  answer  for  his  conduct  under  the  one  as  under  the 
other.  We  are  left  to  conjecture  entirely  in  regard  to  the  character  of 
the  "  machinations"  charged  against  these  gentlemen.  The  charges 
afford  us  no  guide,  and  the  evidence  is  of  the  same  character. 

It  may  be  pretended,  however,  that  the  authority  upon  which  the 
money  was  distributed,  was  obtained  by  means  of  trick ;  as  the  chiefs 
of  the  Scesetoan  and  IVahpaytoan  bands  generally  testify  that  they  signed 
the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  believing  it  to  be  a  copy  of  the  treaty.  These 
witnesses  have  been  convicted  of  testifying  falsely  out  of  their  own 
mouths.  What  is  their  testimony?  The  "  OrpAflw"  admits  that  he 
signed  a  paper  for  their  traders  at  the  same  time  he  signed  the  treaty ; 
but  it  was  never  explained  to  him.  Yet  this  same  man  addresses  the 
commissioners  in  reference  to  the  provision  they  had  just  made  for  their 
traders,  before  he  leaves  the  council  in  which  the  paper  was  signed. 
•*  Sleepy  Eyes"  denies  signing  it  at  all,  when  he  did  sign  it,  and  a  few 
moments  afterwards  addressed  the  commissioners  also  in  regard  to  it. 
Wah-^mak'soon-tay  admits  that  he  signed  it,  and  that  he  was  always 
willing  to  pay  the  traders.  The  rest  of  the  chiefs  either  deny  ha\4ng 
8ie;ned,  or  if  they  did,  that  it  was  never  explained  to  them.  They  like- 
wise testify  with  the  same  freedom,  and  without  any  hesitation,  that 
they  signed  but  two  papers  in  that  council,  and  that  the  treaty  was 
not  explained  to  them  in  the  council  where  they  signed  it.  This  shows 
the  amount  of  reliance  that  can  be  placed  upon  Indian  testimony.  That 
the  one  part  of  their  testimony  is  untrue,  none  will  deny ;  and  it  being 
untrue  when  they  had  no  interest  in  saying  the  treaty  had  not  been 
explained  or  interpreted,  how  much  more  likely  is  the  other  to  be  false, 
when  they  have  been  taught  to  believe  that  it  is  to  their  interest  to  dis- 
credit and  destroy  the  validity  of  the  '*  Traders'  Paper."  But  apart 
from  inference  and  probabilities,  however  strong,  there  is  positive  and 
convincing  proof  that  it  was  read  and  explained  to  them  fully  before 
they  signed  it,  and  but  a  very  short  period,  too,  before  it  was  signeci* 

It  is  not  pretended  that  this  paper  was  explained  to  the  Indians  in 
the  council  where  it  was  signed.  To  do  so  was  impracticable.  But 
it  is  pretended  and  asserted  that  it  was  not  only  explained  to  them,  but 
fully  understood  by  them  before  they  entered  tlie  council  in  which  it 
was  executed;  and  further,  thai  they  had  directed  the  traders  to  dis- 
tribute the  sum  of  $210,000  among  themselves,  and  that  they  would 


364  S.   Doc.  61. 

disuihutc  the  $40,000  amoog  ihcir  half-breed  relatives ;  and  that 
list  of  names  and  amounts  wus  to  be  the  guide  for  distribution, 
proof  sustains)  in  every  particular,  this  assertioD- 

But  before  wc  refer  to  the  positive  testitnony  upon  these  poin 
will  not  be  amiss  to  direct  attention  to  the  conclusive  and  couvii 
evidence  furnished  by  their  own  conduct  and  actions,  buih  in 
council  where  the  paper  was  signed  and  immediately  subsequent 
It  is  the  testimony  of  every  witness  called,  who  was  in  the  co 
where  the  treaty  and  "Traders'  Paper"  were  signed,  that  both  "SI 
Eyes"  and  the  "Orphan"  addressed  the  commissioners  in  refcreo 
the  provision  that  they  had  just  made,  by  which  they  had  wiped 
the  debts  due  to  tiietr  iriiders. 

In  additiim  to  this,  we  find  the  whole  of  these  chiefs  in  council 
mediately  after  they  left  the  commissioner's  lodge,  making  distrib 
of  the  S40,000  among  their  half-breed  relatives,  as  contemplau 
that  patjcr.  They  send  for  Mr.  Sibley  to  take  down  the  list  of  ll 
dividuiils  whom  they  may  name.  The  cliiefs  name  over  their  relai 
and  their  names  lire  written  down-  The  list  is  completed;  ani 
lullowing  morning  they  are  again  found  in  the  lodge,  where  Mr.  Mel 
is  copying  tlif^  list  and  attaclung  it  to  the  paper.  They  sliow  by 
conduct  on  that  occasion,  also,  thai  they  are  not  only  fiuniliar,  hat 
ficd,  and  even  gratified  willi  what  they  had  <lone.  Red  IroK  hii 
fitales  that  he  made  pnivision  for  the  missionaries.  Thai  pmt 
was  m!Klc  upon  the  traders'  list,  and  his  admission  of  having  made 
vision  for  them  proves  that  he  was  iiuniUur  with  the  objects  of 
papers.  He  was  likewise  at  the  distribution  of  the  half-breed 
and  named  the  brothers  Pmvancelle  as  p;iritcip:uits  in  that  . 
These  circumstances,  unsupported  by  any  other  evidence,  arccoi 
sive  of  their  jK'rfect  knowledge  of  that  paper.  It  is  not  dcmctl 
these  circumstances  did  occur  in  the  order  and  manner  here  si 
The  Indians  not  only  spoke  in  council,  but  met  to  distribute  this 
unsolicited  and  unprompted.  They  even  exhibited  an  anxiety  toii 
and  were  active  in  collecting  and  inviting  the  halF-brecds  to 
council.  These  circumstances  arc  beyond  contradiction,  and  fi: 
tcienter  b<'yond  all  (]ucslion.  This  is  one  of  those  cases  in  whici 
cumstantial  evidence  is  stronger  than  direct  proof.  The  only 
means  of  arriving  at  a  man's  knowledge  of  imy  circumstance,  i 
his  acts.     Here  the  acts  of  the  Indians  were  pointed  and  conclusi' 

To  corroborate  the  testimony  of  the  chiefs,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Willia 
is  called.  He  says  he  is  an  aliesllng  witness  Ut  the  signatures  t 
"  Traders'  Paper,'*  and  that  he  witnessed  it  under  the  impression  tl 
was  a  copy  ol  the  treaty;  that  he  subse(]uently  learned  it  was  a  i 
for  tlic  benefit  of  the  traders  and  liaif-bR^eds;  he  went  to  the' 
where  it  was,  saw  that  it  was  as  represented,  and  inquired  if  il 
been  explained  to  tlie  Indians.  He  was  answered  by  Mr,  Siblej 
it  ha{l  been  fully  explained. 

In  the  commissioners  notes  of  testimony,  Mr.  Williamson  is  ma 
say  that  "the  Traders'  Paper  was  not  explained  at  any  time-" 
is  an  error  in  the  commissioners'  notes.     His  attention  was  direct' 
the  council,  in  which  the  treaty  and  this  paper  were  signed;  am 
answer  to  the  question  was,  "tt  was  not  explained  to  them  at  any 
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in  that  council.^*  This  is  what  he  did  say;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  answers  of  witnesses  were  not  taken  down^wZ/y,  and  in  their  own 
language.  This  was  not  always  done  by  the  commissioners,  as  is  ap- 
parent from  theyorm  in  which  many  of  the  answers  are  written.  Thus 
the  impression  left  upon  the  record  is  often  entirely  different  to  what 
witness  intended.  But  the  answer  here  attributed  to  Mr.  Williamson 
would  make  bis  testimony  inconsistent ;.  for  he  says  it  was  well  under- 
stood upon  the  treaty  ground,  by  every  one  present,  that  some  arrange- 
ment was  to  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  traders,  and  that  without 
their  aid  and  assistance  no  treaty  could  have  been  made. 

Mr.  WilHamson's  corroborative  testimony  amounts  to  nothing.  He 
says  he  witnessed  the  signing  of  the  paper  without  knowing  what  it 
was,  and  under  the  impression  he  was  witnessing  a  copy  of  the  treaty. 
How  does  this  corroborate  the  falsehoods  of  the  chiefs  ?  Not  at  all. 
He  merely  declares  his  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  a  paper,  which,  as  a 
mere  subscribing  witness,  he  w^as  not  presumed  to  know. 

In  addition  to  these  circumstances,  conclusive  and  overwhelming  in 
themselves,  we  have  the  direct,  positive,  and  unimpeachable  testimony 
of  the  Hon.  H.  H.  Sibley,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Riggs,  Mr.  McLeod,  Mr.  Brown, 
Dr.  Foster,  Mr.  Alex.  Farribault,  and  others,  that  this  paper  was  fully 
and  fairly  explained  to  them  before  they  went  into  the  council  to  sign 
the  treaty. 

Mr.  Sibley  says,  to  his  own  knowledge,  it  was  explained  to  most  of 
the  chiefs  and  principal  men,  and  he  has  reason  to  believe  it  was  fully 
understood  by  all  before  they  went  into  the  cr)nimissioners  lodge  to  sign 
it,  and  that  it  had  been  a  subject  of  general  conversation  and  discus- 
sion among  the  traders  and  Indians  for  some  time  previous  to  the  treaty, 
and  generally  understood  that  some  provision  was  to  be  made  for  the 
payment  of  their  debts. 

Mr.  McLeod  not  only  corroborates  Mr.  Sibley,  but  he  goes  further, 
and  fixes  the  re-affirmation  of  the  paper  on  the  morning  after  it  had 
been  signed,  and  after  the  schedule  and  half-breed  list  was  made  out. 
He  says  that  he  knows  that  all  th(i  upper  chiefs  and  their  principal  men 
knew  the  contents  of  the  "  Traders'  Paper"  before  it  was  signed. 
The  chiefs  join  hira,  on  ihci  ensuing  morning,  while  he  is  engaged  in  his 
tent  copying  the  schedule  and  half-breed  list  upon  the  same  sheet  with 
the  "Traders'  Paper."  They  wish  to  know  what  he  is  writing;  he 
informs  them ;  and  they  suggest  another  name  for  th(»  half-breed  list, 
which  he  places  upon  it.  They  then  incjuire  of  him  what  the  traders 
had  done  m  regaru  to  the  distribution  of  their  money ;  he  informs,  and 
they  tell  him  that  the  traders  are  fools  for  allowing  any  pjirt  of  the  sum 
to  those  not  residing  in  the  country;  that  they  sliould  have  kept  it  all 
among  themselves,  and  then  express  their  satisfaction  and  gratification 
at  having  paid  their  traders.  They,  subsequently  to  this,  frequently 
referred  to  the  provision  they  had  made  to  pay  their  debts,  and  leave 
the  question  clear  luid  satisfactory  that  they  did  understand  the  provi- 
sions of  that  paper. 

Next  comes  Mr.  Broum^  a  gentleman  who  had  also  lived  and  traded 
among  them  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  knew  them  and 
their  habits,  and  testifies  with  a  clearness  that  places  this  matter  beyond 
doubt.     He  says  he  held  the  pen  for  them  to  touch,  and  that  before 
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they  (lid  touch  that  pen,  the  paper  had  been  fully  explained  Xo  ihem 
that  it  had  been  explained  to  them  as  lately  as  the  morning  of  the  dai 
on  which  it  was  signed  in  Tacata's  lodge  ;  that  all  or  most  of  the  chief 
and  principal  men  were  present ;  that  the  explanation  took  place  dc 
half  an  hour  before  they  signed  it ;  and  that  tney  went  from  the  coue 
cil,  in  which  it  was  explained,  directly  into  the  council  where  it  wa 
signed. 

Mr.  Farribault  and  Mr.  Dotuman  both  heard  the  contents  to  the  L 
dians  in  the  lodge  designated  by  Mr.  Brown.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Biggs  dn 
Dr.  Foster  also  testify  to  the  fact  of  its  being  explained,  as  well  as  otha 
whose  names  are  not  mentioned,  and  who  stated  the  same  thing  inc 
dentally.  The  facts  are  clear,  and  fix  the  character  of  Indian  test 
mony — a  subject  upon  which  we  will  make  some  comment  hereafie 
There  are  a  thousand  things  corroborative  of  these  facts :  The  & 
that  a  large  amount  of  indebtedness  was  admitted  to  be  due  to  the  tn 
ders ;  that  a  commutation  was  made,  and  an  agreement  between  tl 
traders  and  Indians  that  $210,000  should  be  received  in  full  saJasbn 
tion  of  all  present  indebtedness ;  the  many  circumstances  already  n 
terred  to ;  the  freauent  references,  after  the  treaty,  that  they  had  wipe 
out  their  traders'  aebts,  and  their  acquiescence  for  so  long  a  period— S 
it  is  in  evidence  that  some  of  them  spoke  of  it  to  Air.  WifliamsoD  ( 
the  same  da}'.  It  is  an  Indian  characteristic  to  complain;  and  k 
they  been  tricked  or  imposed  upon,  their  grievance  would  have  bee 
made  known  to  the  commissioners  on  the  spot.  But  they  remaine 
quiet  and  satisfied  until  the  early  part  of  December  following  ai 
would  have  continued  to  do  so,  had  not  evil  advisers  and  designif 
men  gone  among  them.  Their  first  complaint  was  made  on  the  8l 
day  of  December,  1851.  On  the  6th  of  the  same  month,  these  sam 
complainants,  three  chiefs  and  eighteen  braves  and  young  men^  were  ii 
duced  to  execute  to  Mr.  Sweetser,  the  gentleman  v.-bo  prefers  a  part 
the  charges  against  Gov.  Ramsey,  a  power  of  attorney,  giving  him  ll 
control  of  their  money.  Does  this  not  explain  the  whole  difficult} 
Mr.  Sweetser  brings  them  from  their  homes  to  St.  Paul;  he  takes  the 
to  the  agent ;  they  complain  to  him  that  they  have  sufiered  grievoi 
wrongs.  Mr.  Sweetser  takes  them  back  to  St.  Paul ;  tlicy  go  to  » 
Gov.  Ramsey,  and  complain  to  him.  Mr.  Sweetser  had  just  obtaim 
from  them  a  most  extraordinary  written  document.  The  paper  co 
stituted  and  appointed  him  their  national  and  tribal  guardian;  supe 
ceded  the  duties  of  the  superintendent,  and  gave  him  unlimited  conU 
over  all  their  affairs,  except  their  annuities,  even  to  making  treaties  ai 
collecting  moneys  y(3t  unappropriated.  What  was  the  cause  of  tl 
complaints  made  by  the  Indians  ?     This  needs  no  comment. 

Perhaps  we  have  gone  out  of  the  way  to  discuss  the  manner  of  o 
taining  tnc  Traders'  Paper  at  all,  as  there  is  no  evidence  that  GJovem 
Ramsey  had  anything  whatever  to  do  with  it,  either  directly  or  m 
rectly,  or  that  he  ever  knew  of  its  existence  until  his  attention  was  call 
to  it  by  Mr.  Hugh  Tyler,  the  agent  and  attorney  for  the  traders  ai 
half-breeds,  when  in  Washington  some  eighteen  months  afterward 
drawing  the  Sioux  money. 

Mr.  Sweetser- 8  seventh  charge  alleges: 

*'  Tliat  said  Ramsey  was  guilty  of  improper  conduct  in  DOl  holdi 
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fais  councils  with  the  Meday  wakantoan  Indians  at  the  council-house  of 
the  government,  and  with  holding  the  same  at  the  trading  (post)  house 
of  persons  with  whom  he  was  confederating,  to  overreach  them  by 
means  of  menace  and  other  influences,  which  enabled  him  to  effect  his 
purposes  aforesaid;  that  said  chiefs  were  kept  drunk  by  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors  during  said  council.'' 

This  charge  seemed  to  have  been  abandoned  by  the  commissioners 
after  the  first  two  or  three  efforts  to  sustain  a  part  of  it  had  signally 
failed.  It  is  true,  John  CampbeUt  an  uneducatea  half-breed  youth,  who 
cannot  read,  and  w*ho  speaks  and  understands  the  English  language  so 
indifl^rently  as  to  be  almost  unintelligible,  testifies  that  he  went  into 
Mr.  Sibley's  office  one  night  and  there  saw  "Bad  Hail"  and  "Little 
Six's  brodier"  drunk;  and  that  liquor  was  given  to  them  in  the  office, 
though  this  is  an  unimportant  fact,  as  it  was  not  in  council  nor  when 
Governor  Ramsey  was  present ;  yet  the  youth  admits  on  his  cross-ex- 
anoination  that  no  liquor  was  given  to  them,  and  that  he  saw  none  there. 
It  is  probable  these  Indians  were  drunk  on  this  occasion,  but  neither  of 
them  are  chiefs;  and  upon  hearing  of  the  circumstance,  Mr.  Sibley  was 
prompt  in  instituting  inquiry  to  disc:over  the  offender,  but  after  the  most 
vigilant  investigation,  was  unable  to  discover  who  he  was  or  whence 
the  liquor  was  obtained. 

The  removal  was  made  to  Mendota  from  the  agency,  because  of  the 
more  suitable  room  at  the  former  place  in  which  to  hold  councils,  and 
at  the  request  of  the  Indians,  most  of  whom  live  upon  the  Mendota  side 
of  the  Minnesota  river.  But  one  council,  however,  was  held  there,  and 
it  was  the  usual  place  for  holding  general  councils,  as  appears  from  the 
testimony  of  se vend  witnesses,  as  well  as  from  die  treaty  itself. 

The  charge  of  "menace"  and  "other  influences  to  overreach  them," 
is  entirely  unsustained.  There  was  not  an  attempt  made  nor  a  ques- 
tion asked,  to  elicit  evidence  under  this  charge.  It  was  abandoned. 
But  the  defence  did  not  abandon  it;  and  what  was  the  testimony  of  wit- 
nesses whose  attention  was  directed  to  it?  All  the  witnesses  called  by 
Governor  Ramsey  testify  that  his  conduct  was  uniformly  kind  and  in- 
dulgent towards  the  Indians.  Most  of  the  witnesses  were  in  attendance 
both  at  the  treaties  and  the  payment ;  three*  of  them  were  his  interpre- 
ters, and  all  unhesitatingly  swear  that  he  never,  in  any  council  in  which 
ihey  were  present,  used  any  menace  or  other  improper  influence  to 
control  and  govern  the  Indians ;  nor  is  there  a  single  mstance  of  cruelty, 
harshness,  or  menace,  that  can  be  adduced  during  his  whole  official 
intercourse  with  these  people. 

The  fourth  charge  of  Mr.  Sweetser  alleges : 

"  That  Grovernor  Ramsey,  in  connection  with  H.  M.  Rice  and  others, 
is  charged  with  having  assembled  the  upper  Indians  at  Traverse  des 
Sioux,  and  there  attempting  to  procure  from  the  Indians  written  au- 
thority to  control  their  money  arising  under  the  treaties." 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  one  word  in  reply  to  diis  charge. 
The  allegation  is,  that  an  attempt  was  made  to. procure  this  authority- 
Even  if  it  were  so,  it  constitutes  no  oflTence,  nor  is  it  evidence  of  im- 
propet  conduct.  But  the  charge  is  untrue,  and  there  is  nov  a  particle 
of  evidence  that  ever  such  an  attempt  was  made  either  by  Mr.  Kice  or 
any  one  else* 

Mr.  Sweetser's  fifth  charge : 
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"  Governor  Ramsey  with  having  attempted  to  obtain  from  the  U 
States  treasury  the  money  due  the  Sioux  Indians,  upon  a  power 
toniey  which  he  admitted  to  be  void,  and  which  was  obtained  froi 
Indians  by  fraud." 

Tliis  is  another  charge  of '* attempting"  to  do  a  thing  which  it 
alleged  ever  was  consummated,  and  therefore  would  amount  to  m 
if  true.     But  it  is  totally  and  unqualifiedly  false  in  every  parlicu 

No  iK)wer  of  attorney  was  ever  used  by  Governor  llamscy  to 
monev  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  which  he  eitb< 
milted  to  bo  void,  or  which  had  been  obtained  by  fraud ;  and  is 
is  not  a  particle  of  testimony  to  sustain  any  one  of  the  distinct  a 
tions  in  the  charge,  either  that  Governor  Ramsey  ever  attemp 
draw  money  from  the  treasury  upon  a  power  of  attorney  which  1 
mitted  to  be  void,  or  that  he  ever  admitted  any  power  of  atlonn 
ecuted  by  the  Sioux  Indians  to  him  to  be  void,  or  tnat  he  ever  atte 
to  use  a  power  of  attorney  obtained  from  the  Sioux  Indians  by 
in  any  manner  or  for  any  purpose  whatever,  or  that  any  such  po^ 
attorney  was  ever  in  existence;  we  must  conclude  that  this  was  a 
shot,  a  blow  struck  at  random,  done  for  the  purpose  of  making  J 
pression  and  to  give  a  show  of  importance  to  other  ch tiroes  etjuall 
and  groundless. 

Mr.  Sweelser's  sixth  chju"ge  is; 

**Said  Ramsey  stands  charged  with  cruel  anti  oppressive  oi 
towards  the  chiefs,  who  were  the  authorized  sigents  of  said  I 
and  tlie  substitution , of  unauthorized  persons  as  chiefs  and  brave 
tlie  procurement  of  receipts  from  such  persons,  which  he  is  nc 
tempting  to  palm  oft' upon  the  government  as  vouchers  in  the  settl 
of  his  accounts  with  the  Indian  bureau." 

This  is  another  of  those  vague  and  general  charges  which  it  isi 
sible  to  answer  with  any  special  negative  prcx>f ;  and  the  only  coi 
able  reason  why  those  charges  were  so  nmde,  was  to  avoid  tl 
apparent  falsehood  that  special  and  distinct  charges  Nv^ould  ha 
hibited.  We  can  sec*  none  other,  nor  do  we  Ix^lieve  that  stupidity 
could  have  formed  the  whole  series  with  such  uniibrm  vagu 
Tlicrc*  was  a  motive?.  The  motive  was  the  one  suggested.  It 
have  been  no  other.  Which  the  "said  hands"  are,  that  this  cha 
intended  to  indicate,  it  is  beyond  our  pt^wer  to  comprehend,  nor 
the  evidence  cast  the  least  ray  of  light  upon  the  question.  Thei 
in  order  effectually  to  meet  and  exhibit  the  utter  falsehood  contaii 
the  charge,  we  must  embrace  in  its  consideration  the  whole  ibu 
tinct  tribes  or  divisions  of  the  Dakota  Indians,  parties  to  the  trea 
1851,  viz:  Tiie  Medaywakantoans,  the  Wahpaykootays,  the  S 
toans,  and  the  Wahpaytoans,  which  consist  of  at  least  tw-enty 
ent  and  separate  bands.  Nor  are  we  certain,  even  then,  that  v 
answering  the  charge,  for  it  does  not  say  that  they  were  bands  o 
kotas  or  Sioux.  If,  however,  the  charge  has  reference  to  either 
of  tlie  lour  great  divisions  of  the  Dakotas,  we  pronounce  it  to 
part  and  in  whole,  in  letter  and  in  purport,  totally  and  unquali 
false;  and  that  if  he  who  made  it  had  sufficient  knowledge  of  Go^ 
Ramsey's  conduct  in  his  official  intercourse  with  those  Indians  tc 
rant  him  in  preferring  charges,  he  knew  it  to  be  false  when  he  mi 
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We  now  simply  ask,  where  is  there  a  sincle  iota  of  evidence  to  sus- 
tain any  part  of  this  charge?  We  assert  that  there  is  none,  and  we 
challenge  its  production. 

It  13  the  evidence  of  every  witness  that  was  called,  either  by  the 
government  or  by  Gov.  Ramsey,  that  his  conduct  towards  the  Indians 
was  always  mild  and  lenient,  and  that  thoy  never  knew  it  otherwise  in 
a  single  instance. 

We  presume,  however,  that  this  charge  of  oppression  and  cruelty 
may  relate  to  the  arrest,  imprisonment,  and  disfranchisement  of  the 
chief,  "  Ma-za-sha,"  or  Red  Iron.  If  it  does,  we  are  quite  ready  and 
willing  to  meet  it,  and  show  that  his  conduct  was  proper.  Even  in  this 
instance,  Gov.  Ramsey  was  censured  by  those  most  familiar  with  the 
Indian  character,  for  his  extreme  lenity. 

But  here  let  us  pause  and  examine  into  his  conduct  towards  this  inso- 
lent, ungovernable,  and  rebellious  chieftain,  and  his  equally  hostile  and 
ungovernable  band  of '* soldiers."  What  is  the  testimony?  Simply, 
that  Gov.  Ramsey  did  arrest,  imprison,  and  break  of  his  chieftainship, 
this  misguided  and  illy-advised  chief.  These  facts  were  upon  record. 
Gov.  Ramsey  admitted  them  in  his  written  defence,  on  file  in  the  Indian 
Bureau  at  Wasliington.  They  are  facts  that  never  were  denied.  In 
that  defence.  Gov.  Ramsey  gave  a  full,  clear,  impartial,  and  accurate 
statement  of  the  iacts,  faithfully  sustained  by  the  testimony  taken  before 
the  commissioners. 

Why  did  Gov.  Ramsej-  arrest,  imprison,  and  disfranchise  the  chief 
'* Ma-za-sha,''  or  ''Red  Irmf' 

The  answer  to  this  query  must  necessarily  Ix^  somewhat  lengthy. 
The  evidence  is,  that  in  the  month  of  November,  1852,  Gov.  Ramsey 
and  Agent  McLean  went  to  Traverse  des  Sioux  to  take  the  rolls,  and 
make  to  the  Seeseetoans  and  Wahpaytoans  their  first  payment,  under 
the  treaty  of  1851,  negotiated  at  the  same  place.  Snortly  after  his 
arrival  there,  he  discovered  that  Red  Iron  and  his  band,  in  connection 
with  three  or  four  Indians  from  some  of  the  other  bands,  had  established 
what  is  called  a  "  Soldier's  Lodge,"  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  the 
other  chiefs,  who  were,  and  who  were  to  be,  present  during  the  pay- 
ment. H(*  had  established  a  kind  of  martial  law,  and  no  chief,  head- 
man, brave,  or  common  soldier,  was  permitted  to  act,  in  regard  to  any- 
thing connected  with  the  payment,  unless  in  his  and  his  band's  pres- 
ence, or  by  his  and  his  band's  permission. 

Upon  the  afternoon  of  the  day  upon  which  Gov.  Ramsey  and  Agent 
McLean  arrived,  "  Limping  Devil,"  "  Young  Sleepy  Eyes,"  **  Wah- 
nah-k'soon-tay,"  and  "  O-tah-k'tay,"  paid  a  visit  of  compliment  and 
ceremony  to  the  governor  at  liis  house.  While  in  council,  he  re(juested 
them  to  return  there  tlje  next  day,  as  he  had  brought  their  annuity  mo- 
ney, and  their  agent  was  there  with  him,  ready  to  enroll  them.  They 
promised  him  they  would  do  so,  and  retired.  The  same  tjvening  he 
was  suddenly  and  hastily  called  for,  to  go  out  immediately  and  suppress 
a  riotous  assemblage  of  Indians,  who  had  gone  to  the  lodge  of  "Young 
Sleepy  Eyes,"  and  was  told  that,  unless  lie  did  so  promptly,  there 
would  probably  be  bloodshed.  He  hastened  to  the  spot,  and  there 
found  a  crowd  of  Indians  coming  out  of  the  young  chief's  lodge,  and 
going  away  in  a  hurried  and  excited  manner.     Upon  inquiry  as  to  who 
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tbey  were,  and  what  iheir  object  in  being  there,  he  was  informed  tb 
they  were  Red  IrotCi  ioldiers,  who  had  come  there  for  the  purpose 
assaulting  and  punishing  "Young  Sleepy  Eyes"  tor  having  paid  a  ^ 
to  him  in  the  aftc>rnoon.  He  directeci  his  interpreter  to  say  to  tb 
that  he  would  have  no  such  disgraceful  conduct  there,  and  bade  the 
tiring  crowd  to  stop.  They  did  not,  but  some  of  them  spoke;  s 
their  chiefs  were  not  there,  and  that  they  would  see  him  in  the  momi 
The  ensuing  morning.  Red  Iron  and  his  soldiers^  accompaDied 
"Big  Gun "  and  "  Limping  Devil,"  went  into  council.  In  this  ooui 
the  witnesses  describe  his  conduct,  in  manner  and  speech,  as  ix 
"  mJc"  "  riolentj^^  "  offensive,''  "  excited,^*  "  disorderly^''  "  conUmpim 

;  and  ^^ insolent;"  and  that  the  whole  council  was  a  continued  seen 

disorder,  turbulence,  disobedience,  and  contempt  towards  the  goiii 
ment  authorities.  The  soldiers  were  likewise  turbulent  and  disorde 
continuidly  interrupting  the  chiefs  by  telling  them  what  they  must  i 
and  that  the  most  violent  excitement  and  confusion  prevailed,  i 
finally,  the  governor,  seeing  that  they  had  become  totally  and  wb 

{  ungovernable,  said  to  Red  Iron  that  as  he  and    his  soldiers  couid 

conduct  imd  demean  themselves  in  an  orderly  and  respectfiil  man 

;  he  would  adjourn  the  council,  which  he  accordingly  did. 

This  was  the  period  at  which  the  influence  of  Red  Iron  and 
"  soldiers'  lodge"  began  to  be  most  severely  felt  by  the  other  cl 
and  Indians  on  the  prairie.  He  issued  his  vJcasc  that  no  chief  she 
hold  any  communication  or  intercourse  with  the  government  offic 
unless  h(*  and  his  "  soldiers"  were  present.  The  chieis  were  thus 
timidated  and  kept  Irom  actuig  fis  they  desired.      They  ielt  that  iJ 

;  lives  were  in  jeopardy ;  and,  covered  by  the  shadows  of  nigbt,  crep 

^  the  governor's  ({uarters,  and  besought  him  to  send  for  the  United  Sia 

troops  to  protect  them  from  violence.  The  w^hole  action  of  the  govt 
ment  officers  was  thus  paralyzed ;  the  agent  was  prevented  from  a 
piloting  the  annuity  rolls,  and  all  business,  for  the  time,  was  suspeac 
Hour  after  hour  the  hostile  chief  and  his  band  w^ere  to  be  seen  pai 
ing  the  prairie,  discharging  the*r  guns  in  bravado,  and  menacing 
:    i  other  Indians. 

'   '  Time  after  time  were  messengers  dispatched  to  call  in  the  chiei 

, !  council,  that  an  enumeration  might  l)e  made  and  their  pay-rolls  a 

'  pleted ;  but  as  often  were  the  answers  returned :   **  mw  dare  nou"    ** 

are  afraid  of  Red  Iron  and  his  sotdient'  lodge."  They  stated  that  tl 
own  bands  and  the  upper  chiefs  wc?re  not  all  in  yet ;  for  that  rea 
they  were  afraid  to  jict,  as  they  were  t(X)  weak  in  numbers  to  comj 
with  the  hostile  and  menacing  band  of  Red  Iron.  Nor  in  these  inv 
tions  to  council  was  Red  Iron  ever  neglected.     He  was  sent  fiw  aj 

'  and  again ;  always  promised,  but  never  came. 

This  state  of  violence  on  the  one  part,  and  of  inaction  on  llie  oil 
continued  until  the  arrival  of  the  United  States  troops,  which  had  b 
ordered  from  Fort  Snelling,  at  the  request  of  Governor  Ramsey. 

On  or  aI)out  the  19th  of  November,  a  company  of  infantry  and  l 
dragoons,  consisting  in  all  of  sixty-five  men,  arrived  at  the  Trave 
under  the  command  of  Captain  James  Munroe,  jr.,  and  Lieutenan 
C.  Kelton,  U.  S.  A.  The  troops  took  up  their  position  with  a  vieu 
command  tlie  road  leading  to  Governor  Ramsey's  quarters,  and 
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house  in  which  he  held  his  councils.  While  the  troops  were  enc^aged 
in  pitching  of  their  tents,  a  large  body  of  Indians,  tully  armed  and 
equipped  with  rifles  and  other  firearms,  made  their  appearance  on  the 
elevation  in  front  of  Governor  Ramsey's  quarters,  and  with  whoopinff 
and  yellifcg,  their  whole  manner  marked  by  high  excitement,  moved 
down  from  Mr.  Sweetser^s  house  straight  towards  the  line  of  Captain 
Monroe's  troops.  When  still  some  distance  off,  though  sufficiently  near 
to  be  spoken  with.  Captain  Monroe,  through  an  interpreter,  told  them 
they  could  not  pass  his  lines.  To  this  order  they  paid  no  attention 
whatever ;  but  continued  to  move  forward  at  a  rapid  rate,  as  if  to  pass 
directly  across  the  line  of  troops.  At  this  juncture,  the  troops  handled 
their  arms,  and  serious  apprehensions  were  felt  that  a  colhsion  was  in* 
evkable.  One  of  the  foremost  Indians  cocked  his  rifle  as  he  advanced) 
and  the  servant  drew  his  sabre.  One  step  farther,  and  the  illy-advised 
chief  and  his  men  would  have  paid  dearly  for  his  temerity.  They  re- 
tired, but  not  till  there  was  no  option  left  them  but  to  do  so,  or  receive 
the  fire  of  the  troops.  As  soon  as  they  halted,  they  were  informed  of 
the  order  of  Governor  Kamsey,  that  so  large  a  body  of  armed  meti 
would  not  be  permitted  to  accompany  any  chief  into  council ;  but  that 
the  chief  was  at  liberty  to  pass  with  three  or  four  of  his  men.  At  this 
announcement  there  was  a  loud  and  unanimous  "  noT  apd  they  wheeled 
and  xelMm^Atowards  Mr,  Sweetser^s  trading-house^  with  one  exception,  and 
he,  with  his  rifle,  drove  off  a  number  of  Indians  who  were  stanaing  in  the 
vicinity,  spectators  of  the  previous  scene.  After  they  had  retired  to  the 
nei£[bborhood  of  Mr.  Stveetser^s  trading-hou^  again,  they  discharged  sev- 
eral rifles,  and  Captain  Monroe  heara  the  balls  whistle  over  his  head. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  in  all  cases  of  trouble  or  difficulty 
with  the  Indians,  throughout  this  whole  payment  scene,  and  before, 
both  at  Mendota,  where  tlie  half-breed  paper  was  indignantly  torn  to 
atoms  by  one  of  the  Indians,  and  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  the  name  of 
Madison  Sweetser,  the  gentleman  who  made  most  of  these  charges,  has 
marked  prominence.  In  this  instance,  we  fiiid  the  Indians  coming  from 
his  house  with  hostile  demonstrations,  and  when  checked  by  the  troops, 
returning  thither.  Query:  Do  the  Indians  always  act  without  advisers? 
Mr.  Sweetser  was  constituted  their  national  guardian,  by  his  power  of 
attorney  of  December  6,  3851,  executed  by  three  chiefs  and  eighteen 
young  men  and  braves. 

SuDsequently  to  this,  (Jovernor  Ramsey  sent  two  or  three  times,  in 
as  numy  days,  to  this  chief,  to  repair  to  the  council  room,  where  he  was 
needed  to  make  out  the  roll.  He  did  not  come,  and  the  last  time  a  re- 
quest was  made  to  him  to  come,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  order  as 
imposing  as  possible,  Gfovemor  Ramsey  sent  Lieutenant  Kelton,  in  full 
uni&rm  ;  and  to  prevent  all  mistake  or  misapprehension,  in  the  delivery 
of  the  message  by  the  interpreter,  he  sent  two,  that  one  might  be  a 
check  upon  the  other.  The  message  was  delivered,  and  Red  Iron  fixed 
the  hour  of  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning,  as  the  time  for  his  appearance 
in  council.  The  hour  arrived,  but  the  chief  did  not.  Shortly  after  the 
hour,  however,  he  and  Ills  armed  band  were  seen  parading  m  front  of 
the  village  of  Traverse,  and  in  full  view  of  the  governor's  quarters,  as 
if  to  show  his  contempt  for  his  authority  and  that  of  the  ffovernmenU 
This  kind  of  bravado  was  of  daily  occurrence.    He  and  his  soldiers 
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might  have  been  seen  at  almost  any  hour,  parading  from  house  to  boos 

and  from  lodge  to  lodge,  threatening  the  other  chiefs  and  Indians,  ai 

by  these  means  influencing  and  governing  their  actions: — the  real  o 

ject  and  effect  of  a  '*  soldier's  lodge."     Governor  Ramsey  hacLbeenC 

qucntly  advised,  by  those  present  and  >vho  ^-ere  familiar  witn  Indi 

cnaracter  and  customs,  to  cause  the  arrest  of  this  chief.     But  everki 

and  indulgent  in  his  feelings  and  conduct  towards  these  ignorant  peo{ 

he  still  hoped  that  this  misguided  man  would  see  his  error,  fathom 

schemes  of  those  who  were  badly  advising  him,  and  voluntarily  co 

in  and  make  amends  for  his  past  misconduct.     He  felt  assured  that 

chief  was  not  so  much  to  be  censured  fts  w^erc  his  advisers  and  counsell 

— those  who  stood  behind  him  as  prompters,  and  w^ho  were  zealously 

boring  to  thwart  the  payment,  thinking  by  that  means  to  hold  the  g 

ernment  responsible  for  a  rcappropriation  of  the  money.     This  last 

of  contumacy  and  contemptuous   behavior  brought  matters  lo  a  cri 

and  Governor  Ramsey  w.is  constrained  either  to  yield  to  the  chief 

his  band,  relinouish  the  object  of  his  visit,  and  return  to  St.  Paul,  fc 

ing  his  duty  unciischarged,  and  the  chief  and  his  band  masters  otihe  & 

or  to  cause  his  arrest,  compel  his  obedience,  and  annihilate  the  bos 

and  belligerent  organization.     He  adopted  the  latter  course.    A  deU 

ment  of  troops  was  dispatched  for  him,  and  he  was  brought  in.    C 

crnor  Ramsey  reprimanded  him  in  a  mild,  but  p<isitive  manner— i 

him  of  iiis  evil  doings ;  that  he  had  interfered  with,  and  interrupted 

business  of  the  government,  and  asked  him  why  he  had  not  come  to 

him  when  he  had  been  so  repeatedly  sent  for.      To  this  Red  Iron 

plied,  that  the  soldiers  would  not  permit  him  to  come.     The  govei 

then  said  to  him,  inasmuch  as  he  had  made  him  a  chief  in  1851.  at 

recommendation  of  his  friends,  in  the  hope  that  he  would  behave  hi 

self  worthily  as  a  chief,  which  he  had  not  done,  but,  on  the  conln 

had  acted  badly,  and  could  not  control  and  restrain  his  people  trom 

proper,  disorderly,  and  insolent  conduct,  he  w^as   unfit  to  be  a  el 

and  was,  therefore,  broken  of  his  authority  as  such,  and  that  be  wc 

now  be  placed  under  arrest,  and  remain  there,  until  his  "  soklier's  lodj 

was  disbanded,  or  until  he  gave  some  assurance  of  his  future  good  ( 

duct.     He  was  consequently  placed  in  the  charge  of  a  sentinel  for 

night.     His  treatment  during  nis  confinement  ^vas  neither  harsh  nor 

pressive;  on  the  contrary,  Colonel  Dousman  speaks  of  its  being 

tremely  mild,  and  that  he  fared  as  well,  i*'  not  better,  than  many  of 

whites,  who  were  present  at  the  pa5'mcnt ;  being  plentifiilly  supp 

with  both  food  and  blankets,  and  lodged  in  a  comfortable  room. 

On  the  following  morning,  his  soldiers,  accompanied  by  the  wl 
of  the  chiefs  on  the  prairie,  came  into  council,  and  asked  for  his  relea 
stating  that  their  "  soldier's  lodge"  had  been  broken  up  and  disbaw 
Red  Iron  was  then  brought  in ;  he  staled  that  he  had  been  hadh/ 
msed  by  white  men,  tliat  he  was  sorry  ibr  his  conduct,  and  iu  the  ful 
would  l>ehave  himself  in  a  proper  manner.  After  giving  the  whol 
the  chiefs  and  Indians  present  some  salutary  advice,  and  explaii 
to  them  their  relations  and  obligations  to  the  gc>vernment,  and  the 
pect  due  to  its  representatives,  he  discharged  nini  from  arrest. 

This  13  the  only  instance  in  which  it  ever  became   necessary 
Oovernor  Ramsey  to  use  coercive  means  of  any  kind  to  insure  c 
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jience  and  respect  from  the  Indians  ;  and  this  was  occasioned  by  the 
iad  advice  of  white  men,  according  to  the  chief's  own  statement.  In 
this  case  he  was  compelled,  by  sound  policy,  to  act  in  the  manner  he 
did.  This  refractory  chief  had  set  at  defiance  the  representatives  of 
the  government,  had  exhibited  the  grossest  contempt  for  its  authority, 
assailed  the  dignity  of  its  highest  official  in  the  territory,  had  threatened, 
intimidated  and  maltreated  the  other  chiefs,  had  caused  the  utter  sus- 
pension of  all  public  business,  and,  generally,  had  so  demeaned  himself, 
that  if  he  had  not  been  checked,  it  woul3  have  destroyed  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  government  over  the  whole  nation  or  tribe,  and 
produced  a  spirit  of  opposition,  anarchy,  and  insubordination,  that  it 
would  have  required  years  of  care  and  annoyance  to  correct.  Governor 
Ramsey  checked  this  evil  in  the  bud,  and  taught  the  Indians  to  under- 
stand, that  the  officers  of  the  government  must  be  respected  and  obeyed. 

It  is  true,  it  is  in  evidence  that  Red  Iron  said  his  object  in  estab- 
lishing the  *'  soldiers'  lodge,"  was  to  prevent  young  men  and  single 
chiefs  from  going  at  night  and  signing  papers,  without  the  rest  of  the 
chiefs  seeing  and  knowing  what  they  were  doing ;  but  this  is  not  true 
in  fact ;  his  own  conduct,  and  that  of  his  band,  in  their  first  covert  act 
of  hostility,  gives  the  lie  to  this  flimsy  apology  for  his  insolent,  refrac- 
tory and  contumacious  conduct.  Why  did  his  soldiers  assault  and  mal- 
treat •*  Young  Sleepy  Eyes"  ?  Was  this  for  going  at  night  and  alone 
to  sign  papers?  No;  he  had  paid  a  visit  of  mere  ceremony,  in  the 
company  of  a  number  of  his  fellow  chiefs,  and  his  own  and  their  young 
men,  in  open  day,  and  without  disguise !  Why  did  he  threaten  the 
other  chiefs,  and  tell  them  they  should  not  go  into  council  at  all,  unless 
he  and  his  band  were  pres(^nt  ?  Was  this  to  prevent  young  men  and 
single  chiefs  from  going  at  night  and  alone  to  sign  papers?  No;  it  was 
to  interrupt  and  thwart  the  object  of  the  government  in  making  the 
payment.  Why  did  he  and  his  soldiers,  day  after  day,  and  hour 
after  hour,  piu*aae  the  grounds  in  a  menacing  and  hostile  manner,  dis- 
charging their  guns,  and  threatening  the  other  chiefs  with  violence? 
Was  this  to  prevent  young  men  and  chiefs  from  going  into  council 
at  night  and  alone  to  sign  papers  ?  No ;  it  was  lor  the  purpose  of 
eflfecting,  what,  for  a  time,  was  effected,  the  suspension  of  all  govem- 
naent  business. 

But,  as  far  as  Governor  Ramsey's  actions  were  concerned,  it  mat- 
tered not  what  his  real  object  might  have  been  in  establishing  the  sol- 
dier's lodge.  One  thing  is  certain ;  his  conduct  had  the  effect  of  intimi- 
dating the  chiefs,  and  producing  delay  and  trouble  to  the  officers  of  the 
government.  That  this  was  the  effect,  is  the  testimony  of  every  wit- 
ness who  was  present ;  that  the  chiefs  said  so  to  Governor  Ramsey  is 
uncontradicted ;  and  that  he  ;md  his  soldiers  were  the  cause,  is  a  fact 
equally  well  authenticated.  Had  his  only  motive  been  that  which  he 
alleges.  Red  Iron  would  have  disbanded  his  "soldiers'  lodge"  the 
moment  he  became  aware  of  the  effect  it  was  producing.  This  he  did 
not  do ;  and  the  pertinacity  with  which  the  organization  was  adhered 
to,  as  well  as  his  cor.duct  in  other  respects,  gives  the  lie  to  his  assevera- 
tions. 

Having  thus  given  a  true  and  faithful  narrative  of  the  facts  which 
led  to  his  arrest  and  imprisonment,  as  detailed  by  the  evidencei  we 
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ask,  in  all  sinceritVt  was  Governor  Ramsey  culpable  for  his  conduct  i 
this  matter  ?  Is  Uiere  anything  in  the  evidence  showing  either  cnidi 
or  oppressive  treatment  towards  this  or  any  other  chief?  .  We  ansifi 
unhesitatingly,  no !  And  we  assert,  that,  if  Governor  Ramsey's  oc 
duct  was  censurable  at  all  in  this  whole  affair,  it  was  because  he  ( 
not  sooner  arrest  and  imprison  him,  and  for  not  ha\'ing  punished  li 
severely  when  he  was  arrested.  The  arrest  was  no  punishmcot,  i 
imprisonment  was  temporary  and  less  than  he  deserved,  and  than  i 
necessary  as  an  example  to  deter  others  from  offending  in  like  mam 
What  in  all  this  savors  of  cruelty  and  oppression  ?  We  any  then 
nothing.  And,  having  confined  ourselves  entirely  to  the  record, 
hold,  that  instead  of  cruelty,  harshness,  or  oppression,  GoverrKir  Ra 
'  sey's  conduct  towards  the  Indians   has  been   marked  by  kindness, 

dulgcnce,  and,  if  anything,  an  overwrought  sympathy,  ibr  a  rnisgoi 
and  illy-advise<i  offender. 

The  next  clause  of  the  sixth  charge  is,  that  Governor  Ramsey  "j 
stituted  unauthorized  persons  as  chiefs  and  braves,"  and  procured  rece 
•  from  them,  which  he  is  attempting  to  foist   upon  the  department  in 

8(;ttlement  of  his  ciccounts  with  the  Indian  bureau. 

We  premise  the  consideration  of  this  clause   with  the  decliiia 

tliat  it  is  untrue,  and  that  it  was  known  to  be  so  by  him  wlio  oQad 

Had  it  not  been  known  to  be  so,  how  easily   might  the  names  of 

substitutes  have  been  recited !     But  this  vrould  have  made  the  falseb 

too  apparent,  and  therefore  the  general  character  of  the  allegation. 

There  is  not  in  evidence  a  single  item  of  proof,  that  ever  any  i 

stitution  was  made  by  Governor  Ramsey,  of"  either  chief  or  bra 

nor  is  the  allegation  tnie  in  fact.     There  never  was  a  substitutioo  m; 

J  by  Governor  Ramsey,  on  any  occasion,  or  ft»r  any  purpose.    The  o 

chief  he  ever  created  among  the  Seeseetoan  or  Wanpaytoan  ban 

was  this  same  refractory  and  wrongfully  influenced  chief,  Red  Iron. 

is  true  he  was  broken  of  his  chieftainship,  but  np  one  was  substiti 

in  his  place.     Among  the  lower  bands,  there  was  at  no  time  the  a 

tion  of  any  chiefs ;  nor  were  ever  any  broke  or  substituted. 

j  It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  Colonel  Luke  Lea,  the   CommLssiooe 

I  Indian  Affairs,  and  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  treat  \ 

!  the  Sioux  Indians  in  1851,  did,  at  the  request,  and  upon  the  perM 

*  application  of  "  Old  Sleepy  Eyes"  and  his  band,  made  in  open  cc 

cil,  witli  all  due  form  and  ceremony,  and  upon  the  statement  of 

chief  that  he  was  growing  old  and  unfit  to  attend  to   the  affairs  of 

I  band,  recognize  "Young  Sleepy  Eyes"  as  the  future  chief  of  the  ba 

This  was  done  neiu-ly  eighteen  months  before  the  payment,  and  in 

same  day  the  treaty  was  signed,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 

*   '  testimony  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Williamson,  Jos.  R.   Brown,  Dr.  Fos 

secretary  to  the  commission,  and  others.  Thus  ends  the  sixth  chi 
of  Mr.  Madison  Sweetser,  without  a  word  of  testimony  having  I 
adduced  to  sustain  any  part  of  it;  notwithstanding  he  had  three  ma 
to  do  it  in,  and  an  officer  engaged  in  running  down  witnesses  Cram 
lakes  to  the  Missouri. 

The  fourth  charge  of  Mr.  Robertson  is,  "  that  Governor  Ran 
refused  to  pay  said  Indians  the  amount  due  them  under  the  trefl 
aforesaid^  but  by  force  and  intimidation  attempted  to  compel  then 
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consent  to  such  a  disposition  of  said  money  as  he  desired,  and  by  his 
conduct  in  this  regard  treated  them  with  injustice  and  crueUy,  and  in 
violation  of  law,  treaty  stipulations,  and  his  own  solemn  pledges  previ- 
ously made  to  said  Indians." 

In  answer  to  this  charge  of  using  force,  intimidation,  injustice  and 
cruelty,  w^e  refer  you  to  what  was  said  in  reply  to  the  first  part  of  the 
sixth  charge  of  Mr.  Sweetser ;  merely  adding  that  there  is  not  a  scin- 
tilla of  proof,  that  force,  intimidation,  or  menace  was  ever  used  by 
Governor  Ramsey  to  compel  the  Indians  to  consent  to  such  a  disposi- 
tion of  their  money  as  he  desired,  or  for  any  other  purpose  whatever. 
Nor  is  there  the  slightest  evidence  of  any  kind  that  he  ever  treated 
thera,  or  attempted  to  treat  them,  with  either  injustice,  crueltjs  or  force, 
in  this  or  any  other  regard.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  proof  is  full, 
positive  and  uncontradicted,  and  even  undenied,  that  he  never  did 
treat  them  cruelly  and  unjustly,  but  the  contrary.  The  same  charge 
alleges  that  this  cruelty  and  injustice  consisted  in  the  force  and  intimi- 
dation, and  a  refusal  to  pay  them  the  money  due  under  the  treaties  in 
violation  of  law  and  treaty  stipulations.  Having  answered  the  charge 
of  force,  intimidation,  crueltv  and  oppression  generally,  we  will  pass 
over  that  portion  of  it,  which  alleges  violation  of  law  and  treaty  stipu- 
lations, as  that  will  be  fully  discussed  when  we  come  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  authority  under  which  the  disbursements  of  the  Sioux 
moneys  were  made.  And  we  think  we  will  be  able  to  show,  with 
clearness  and  certainty,  that  there  was  neither  cruelty  nor  injustice 
done  to  the  Indians ;  but  that  the  disbursements  made  of  the  Sioux 
zncnieys  was  not  only  most  advantageous  to  the  Indians  themselves, 
but  made  in  accordance  with  their  most  solemn  obligations  and 
directions,  made  voluntarily  and  in  open  couucil ;  and  that  there 
^iras  neither  violation  of  law  nor  of  treaty  stipulations  in  such  dis- 
bursements. 

As  to  that  portion  of  the  charge  which  alleges  violation  of  solemn 
pledges  previously  made  to  the  Indians  by  Governor  Ramsey,  it  is 
open  to  the  same  objections  that  have  characterized  the  whole  series. 
It  is  vague,  uncertain  and  indefinite,  as  it  is  possible  to  frame  it.  Nei- 
ther time,  place,  circumstances  or  person  is  named  to  direct  our  atten- 
tion of  the  accused,  or  enable  us  to  tell  when,  where,  or  under  what 
circumstances,  (whether  in  1851,  or  1852,^  or  either  or  neither,  or  in 
relation  to  what  band  or  tribe  of  Sioux  Indians  these  alleged  pledges 
were  made,  or  in  what  manner  his  said  pledges  were  violated.  It 
does  not  even  state  what  the  pledges  were,  what  they  had  relation  to, 
nor  give  any,  even  the  most  general,  circumstance,  that  might  have  a 
tendency  to  put  us  on  our  guard.  All  these  things  should  have  ap- 
peared. They  should  have  been  stated  with  perspicuity  and  accuracy. 
Certainty,  to  a  certain  extent  in  general,  at  least,  should  distinguish 
every  charge  which  calls  for  either  answer  or  inquiry,  should  |)ervad6 
every  charge  which  alleges  either  misconduct  or  fraud  in  a  govern- 
ment oflScer ;  and  we  will  venture  the  assertion,  that  the  likes  of  these 
charges  were  never  before  referred  for  examination  by  either  officer  or 

fovernment.     And  although,  when  charges  affecting  the  propriety  of 
lis  conduct  were  first  made  in  the  public  newspapers,  and  his  integ- 
rity assailed,  Governor  Ramsey  did  make  known  to  the  Indian  office,  as 
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well  as  to  the  United  Slates  Senate,  his  desire  that  an  mvesiigatia 
should  be  had,  still  he  did  not  suppose  that  he  had,  by  showing  tb 
desire,  forfeited  all  claims  to  justice,  but  that  the  goverameni  w»l 
see  that,  if  an  invojstigation  was  ordered,  it  would  be  conducteil  \ 
some  known  and  proper  rules.  It  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  cover 
ment  either  to  compel  proper  charges  and  specifications  to  be  frame 
and  exclude  all  irrelevant  testimony  ofiered  under  such  as  those  pr 
ferred  by  Sweetser  and  Robinson  in  this  case.  It  did  neitbn;  y 
these  charges  were  susceptible  of  neither  a  direct  and  positive  deni 
on  the  one  hand,  nor  of  a  direct  and  unequivocal  admissioo  on  t 
other. 

There  is  no  evidence  to  sustain  this  charge,  general  as  it  is,  ei 
bracing  idl  time  ;md  the  whole  Sioux  nation  ;  and  as  no  pledges  ba 
been  shown  lo  have  been  made,  none,  of  course,  are  shown  to  ha 
been  viohited. 

It  may  have  been  to  sustain  this  charge,  how^ever,  that  Agent  M 
Lean's  Jittention  was  directed  to  a  letter  or  report,  addressed  by  hixxi 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  December   13,  1851,  wbi 

'  is  to  be  l!)und  in  St»nate  Doc.  29,  pages  20,  21,  and  22,  and  the  list 

which  the  letter  refers  on  page  23  of  the  same  document. 

The  witness  says  the  facts  stated  in  that  paper  are  true,  lo  the  b 
of  his  knowledge.  Suppose  they  are  true,  in  what  manner  fh  lb 
affect  Governor  Ramsey,  or  in  what  manner  do  they  sustain  the  char 
of  violating  pledges?  It  will  be  seen  that  the  letter  was  written neai 
u  year  before  Governor  Ramst^y  had  anything  Avhatever  to  do  with  t 
distribution  of  the  Sioux  money — long  before  the  treaties  were  ratifi 
or  the  amendments  considered.     How,  then,  could   it   affect  Goven 

J  Ramsey's  connection  with  the  Sioux  payment  ?   for  it  is  presumed  t 

'  charge  had  n^terence  to  that,  as  it  is  the  basis   of  the  whole  catalop 

This  letter  has  reference  to  what  purports  to  have   taken  place  a 
council  at  the  house  of  Governor  tlamsey  on   the  8lh  of  Decemb 
1851.    It  will  be  remembered  that  it  was  two  days  previous  to  this, 
the  Gth  of  December,  that  the  Indians  constituted  and  appointed, 
:    i  their  writtcm  |)ower  of  attorney,  Madison  Sweetser  their  national  a 

■    I  tribal  guardian,  and  that  holding  this  council  was  their  first  grand  tril 

act  under  his  auspices. 

The  Indians  who  composed  this  council  were  tw^enty-two  in  numb 

being  three  chiefs  and  eighteen  braves  and  soldiers.     These  Indiao?, 

would  seem  from  this  letter  or  report  of  Agent  McLean,  were  oppos 

to  the  payment  of  their  debts,  or  that  any  part  of  the  $275,000  should 

approprif'ited  to  that  object.     That  these  chiefs  and  braves,  represeni 

to  be  a  large  **  moiety*^  if  not  a  **  majority"  of  the  Wahpaytoan  a 

Seeseetoan  Indians — which,  by-the-way,  is  not  true — ^protesti^l  agaii 

carrying  out  the  condition  of  a  certain  paper  which  they  had  sign 

when  they  had  signed  the  treaty,  transferring,  "  in  payment  of 'a  de 

to  a  'portion'  of  their  traders,"  &c.,  more  than  fbur-fifihs  of  9^275,0 

allowtul  tliem  bj'  treaty  stipulations;  that  they  had  signed  thatpaf 

without  knowing  its  contents;  that  it  had  never  been  explained 

\  <^  them ;  and  they  desired  these   facts  might  be  made  known  to  ih 

^  Great  Father  at  Washington,  that  he  might  send  them  their  mooc 

according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  In  reply  to  these  complaioi 


I 
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Governor  Ramsey  read  and  explained  to  them  particularly  that  part  of 
the  treaty  which  relates  to  the  payment  of  the  $275,000  given  therein 
**  to  enable  ^em  to  settle  their  affairs,  meet  their  just  engagements,  and 
remove  and  subsist  themselves  for  one  year  after  they  had  removed  to 
their  new  homes."  He  told  them  the  language  was  specific — to  be 
paid  to  the  chiefs  and  braves  of  the  tribe,  in  such  manner  as  they,  in 
open  council,  should  determine,  &c.  That  the  government  would  carry 
out  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  without  regard  to  any  agreement  or 
contract  to  traders  and  others ;  that  the  money  would  be  paid  to  the 
chiefs  and  braves,  and  it  was  for  them  to  dispose  of  it  as  they  thought 
proper.  That  the  paper  to  which  they  alluded,  was  no  part  of  the 
treaty,  &c.,  &c.;  ana  that  he  would  request  the  agent  to  make  known 
their  wishes  to  their  Great  Father,  &c.  That  the  commissioners 
had  no  power  and  assumed  none,  in  regard  to  the  debts  of  the  traders, 
and  that  that  was  a  matter  entirely  between  themsdoes. 

Even  if  these  things  were  important  they  were  not  in  proof,  nor  as 
proof  can  the  statements  made  in  that  letter  be  placed  properly  on  the 
record.  A  mere  general  statement,  that  a  number  of  facts  contained  in 
a  long  written  narrative,  such  as  this,  are  true,  to  the  best  of  one's 
knowledge  and  belief,  does  not  amount  to  proof  of  those  facts.  The 
witnesses  statement,  to  make  them  proof,  must  be  distinct,  naming  each 
fact.  Nor  is  it  proper  to  permit  a  witness  to  examine  a  paper,  concern- 
ing which  he  is  testifying,  to  ascertain  whether  a  certain  fact  is  stated 
negatively  or  affirmatively,  even  if  such  fact  is  material.  But  we  do 
not  wish  to  cavil  about  what  is  or*  is  not  properly  upon  the  record,  for 
if  we  did  that,  we  would  take  exceptions  to  every  sentence  that  is  con- 
tained in  the  commissioners'  notes. 

The  whole  of  these  facts  may  be  true,  though  not  properly  proved, 
and  we  are  billing  to  take  them  as  they  are,  and  as  though  every  form 
haul  been  complied  with;  and  only  notice  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
placed  upon  the  record,  as  one  of  the  thousand  instances  of  unfairness 
pursued  towards  Governor  'Ramsey,  during  this  whole  investigation. 

Considering  the  facts  as  true  even,  wherein  are  they  evidence  to  sus- 
tain the  charges  of  violated  pledges,  and  injustice,  and  cruelty  to  the 
Indians?  Governor  Ramsey's  promise,  that  agent  McLean  should 
make  their  complaints  known  at  Washington,  has  been  complied  with; 
this  letter  is  the  evidence  of  that  fact,  though  produced,  if  for  any  pur- 
that  can  possibly  be  conjectured,  to   sustain  the  charge  we  have 

jen  considering.  He  told  the  Indians,  according  to  this  report  of  the 
agents,  that  the  government  would  pay  them  their  money  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  chiefs  should,  in  open  council  determine,  without  regard  to 
any  agreement  or  contract  with  traders  or  others.  The  government 
did  so.  It  followed  their  own  solemn  directions,  given  in  open  council, 
and  affirmed  and  reaffirmed  in  open  council.  He  told  them  the  paper 
they  alluded  to  was  no  part  of  the  treaty.  In  this  he  told  them  the 
truth.  He  told  them  the  debts  they  owed  to  their  traders  were  matters 
entirely  between  themselves,  with  which  the  copimissioners  had 
nothing  to  do.  Was  this  not  the  truth  ?  Where  then  are  the  violated 
pledges  ? 

But  as  before  remarked,  at  the  time  of  this  council,  to  which  McLean 
refers,  was  held,  Governor  Ramsey  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  dis^ 

25 
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bursoments  of  ibcir  money.  He  knew,  it  is  true,  that  they  had  m-yt 
some  arrangement  for  the  payment  of  their  debts,  for  that  was  knor: 
to  every  person  present  upon  the  treaty-ground,  both  white  men  a&i 
Indians,  but  until  nearly  a  year  after  the  couucil,  he  never  saw  ihi 
**  Traders'  Paper,"  or  knew  what  it  contained.  But  even,  if  he  ha 
seen  it,  had  known  its  contents,  and  had  iterated  and  reiterated  a  th<^u 
sand  times,  that  the  money  would  be  paid  according  to  the  stipulation 
of  the  treaty,  and  without  regard  to  any  contract  or  agreemcDt  va 
traders  or  others,  it  could  not  have  affected  the  force  or  validity  of 
paper,  the  execution  of  which  has  been  proved  by  at  least  a  duien  ( 
respectable  witnesses.  In  this  connection  it  naust  not  be  forgotten,  a 
sup[K)sing  all  here  alleged  to  be  true,  the  circumstances  were  materia 
ly  changed  when,  by  the  tribal  act  of  the  Sisseton  and  Warpaton  chie 
on  the  8th  September,  1852,  they  constituted  Grovernor  Ramsey  the 
agent  in  this  matter,  directing  and  requesting  him  to  draw  the  S?75,00i 
and  do  all  the  acts  contemplated  by  them  to  be  done.  This  was  nii 
months  subsequetit  to  the  conversation  reported  by  agent  McLane.  . 
is  true,  at  the  time  of  that  council,  the  Indians  told  Governor  Ramse 
that  they  had  been  imposed  upon,  and  siraed  that  paper  belieTing  it  t 
be  a  copy  of  the  treaty ;  but  this  unblushing  falsehood  has  been  lai 
bare  by  the  testimony  of  more  than  a  halMozen  of  men  of  unquestioi 
able  veracity. 

It  will  not  be  amiss  to  name  a  small  but  very  conclusive  circun 

stance,  in  this  connexion,  which  was  omitted  when  we  had  the  execi 

tion  of  the  "  Traders'  Papet"  under  consideration.     It  will  be  remt^ii 

bered  that  the  people  who  executed  this  paper  are  Indians ;  and  ihi 

this  was  the  first  treaty  they  had  ever  negotiated.     It  will  likewise  b 

well  to  remember,  that  their  sources  of  information  are  extremelv  lia 

ited,  and  never  before  having  made  a  treaty,  or  done  any  kindofofi 

cial  business  with  the  government,  they  could  hardly  be  presumed  1 

know  the  formulas  adopted  by  the  government  in  consummating 

negotiation  of  that  character.     This  being  the  fact,   is  it  not  a  som< 

what  remarkable  coincidence,  that  these  Indians  should  all  know  tb: 

it  was  the  practice  of  the  government  to  have  duplicates  of  the  treat 

signed ;  and,  that  they  should  all  be  possessed  of  the  same  idea,  wIk 

they  were  signing  the  *'  Traders'  Paper ; "  that  was,  that  they  wei 

signing  another  copy  of   the  treaty.     Let  it  be  remarked,  aJso,  i 

this  connection,  that  none  of  them  were  ever  told  that  it   was  a  cop 

of  the  treaty,  but  that  it  was  an  innate  idea — the  offspring  of  the 

own  minds!     Let  it  likewise  be  remembered  here,  that  these  am 

plaints  were  made  to  Governor  Ramsey,  but  two  days  subsequently  t 

the  execution  of  the  power  of  attorney  to  Mr.  Sweetser,  consiitutin 

him  their  agent,  superintendent  and  national  protector.     The  come 

dences  thicken ;  they  present  themselves  in  such  rapid  succession  as  I 

appear  less  natural,  and  to  put  the  mind  upon  the  infjuiry  for  thei 

cause.     Nearly  six  months  had  elapsed  from  the  signing  of  the  ireaii 

The  Indians  had,  during  all  that  time,  discovered  no  fraud  upon  then 

They  had  acted  under  the  "  Traders'  Paper;**  they  had  seen  the  lis 

which  they  themselves  had  made  attached  to  it ;  they  bad  seen  lb 

traders*  list  or  schedule  in  the  act  of  being  copied  upon  that  paper 

they  had  seen  it  afterwards,  and  spoken  of  it,  and  culed  the  trader 
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residing  in  the  countiy  fools,  for  giving  any  part  of  $210,000  to  those 
residing  out  of  it,  ana  not  keeping  the  whole  sum  to  themselves.  They 
spoke  of  the  paper  frequently,  and  discovered  no  evidence  of  fraud,  until 
they  met  Mr.  Sweetser.  It  is  then  remembered,  that  they  had  been 
grievously  wronged.  Mr.  Sweetser  becomes  their  friend,  their  advo- 
cate, their  protector.  They  discover,  also,  how  they  were  wronged : 
ihey  had  signed  that  paper  believing  it  to  be  a  copy  of  the  treaty ;  they 
go  at  once,  some  of  them  over  two  hundred  miles,  to  see  their  agent 
and  superintendent.  They  make  their  complaints  to  both,  and  the 
latter,  no  doubt,  knowing  that  they  had  just  given  this  power  of  attor- 
ney to  Mr.  Sweetser,  to  enable  him  to  receive  from  tne  government 
any  receipt  to  it  for  any  sum  of  money  that  he  might  "  tav^'^  from  their 
contracts  with  their  traders,  &c.,  may,  in  the  hurry  of  business,  have 
stated  generally  to  the  Indians,  the  substance  of  what  agent  McLean 
has  embodied,  from  recollection,  in  his  report ;  and  this,  the  more  likely 
to  have  been  the  case,  from  the  fact  of  the  influences  they  were  acting 
under  at  the  time.  What  are  the  irresistible  influences  from  all  these 
facts  ?  Were  the  Indians  deceived  at  the  time  of  the  treaty,  or  were 
they  deceived  afterwards?  Were  they  entrapped  into  signing  the 
**  Traders'  Paper,"  or  were  they  misguided  and  deceived  by  those 
who  brought  trouble  into  their  camps,  where  peace  and  quiet  and 
satisfaction  reigned  before  ?  Can  it  be  possible  that  they  did  not  know 
that  they  were  signing  a  paper  for  the  payment  of  their  debts  ?  And 
why  is  It  that  "  Wah-nok-soon-tay,"  the  Little  Rapids  chief,  who  re- 
sides at  a  distance  from  Traverse  des  Sioux,  acknowledges  that  he 
signed  the  paper,  and  knew  he  was  signing  the  paper  for  the  traders ; 
iwrbile  all  the  chiefs  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Traverse  deny  any  know- 
ledge of  it,  and  all  tell  the  same  tale,  as  to  the  idea  that  possessed 
them,  when  they  turned  from  the  commissioners'  table  to  tne  one  at 
■which  Joseph  R.  Brown  presided,  to  sign  the  paper  he  held  ?  The 
answer  is  plain  :  *'  Wah-nak-soon-tay"  was  not  under  the  same  influ- 
ences ;  he  had  not  memorized  the  same  lesson.  But  these  comments 
are  unnecessary.  The  proof  is  plain ;  too  ample  and  too  clear  to  bear 
discussion.  Where  then  is  the  injustice  and  cruelty?  Where  the 
evidence  of  violated  pledges  on  the  part  of  Governor  Ramsey? 

Thus  do  we  end  the  consideration  of  this  anomalous  and  heteroge- 
neous mass,  denominated  a  "charge"  by  Mr.  D.  A.  Robertson. 

The  eighth  charge  of  Mr.  Sweetser  is  rather  a  singular  one,  when 
-w^e  consider  the  character  of  those  which  accompany  it,  as  well  as  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Sweetser  used  every  means  in  his  power  to  obtain  the 
control  of  this  Sioux  fund-     It  is  this: 

"  That  Governor  Ramsey  openly  violated  the  treaty  in  not  reserving 
a  sufficient  amount  out  of  the  Seeseetoans  and  Wahpatoans  to  remove 
and  subsist  them  for  one  year." 

When  it  has  been  contended,  by  those  making  the  charges  against 
Governor  Ramsey,  that  he  violated  the  treaty  in  not  paying  the  whole 
fund  into  the  hands  of  the  chiefs  and  braves,  a  charge  of  this  kind 
comes  with  an  ill  grace  from  the  same  source.  For  the  sake  of  com% 
mon  decency,  one  would  have  supposed  they  would  try  to  be  consist- 
ent, even  in  falsehood.  But  such  is  not  the  case.  This  charge  is  a 
virtual  relinquishment  of  all  that  have  preceded  it.      For  we  hold,  and 
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the  treaty  will  sustain  and  bear  us  out  in  the  position,  that  the  saic 

clause  and  the  same  language  which  provides  for  the  removal  aud  sub 

sistence  of  the  Indians  provides  also  for  the  settlement  of  their  afiaii 

and  the  payment  of  their  just  engagements ;  and  if  Governor  Ramse 

would  have  heen  censuraole  for  not  reserving  a  sufficient  amount  (i 

their  removal  and  subsistence — and  we  agree  that  he  would  have  bee 

— he  would  have  been  eciually  culpable  had  he  not  retained  a  sufficiei 

amount  from  them  to  settle  their  affairs  and  pay  their  just  engagement 

a  fortiori  J  if  he  had  a  right  to  retain  the  former,  he  had  likewise  tl 

right  to  retain  the  latter.    If  he  knew,  in  the  former  case,  that  the  fiim 

i  if  paid  out  into  their  hands,  would  not  be  honestly  and  faithfully  a| 

1  propriated,  he  was  bound  by  the  same  knowledge  to  act  inihesan 

manner  in  regard  to  the  latter.     It  was,  therefore,  just  as  obligatory  c 

Governor  Ilamscy  to  see  to  the  proper  appropriation  of  the  mone 

in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.     But  to  the  charge — and  what  is  the 

to  sustain  it?     Not  a  syllable.     And,  even  if  there  was,  it  would  be  i 

,  evidence  of  fraud  or  misconduct  on  the  part  of  Governor  Ramify,  bi 

j  at  most  an  error  in  judgment.     But  the  fact  is,  the  amount  retainc 

was  designated  by  themselves  and  abundantly  sufficient. 

\  The  ninth  charge  of  Mr.  Sweetser  is :     That  Governor  Ranasey  pa 

nearly  the  entire  trust  fund  of  said  Indians,  amounting  to  near  S450,lX) 

at  the  trading  house  of  H.  H.  Sibley ;  and  but  few,  if  any,  were  ben< 

fitted  by  said  payment,  but  those  who  now  are,  or  liave  been,  cannec 

ed  with  said  company  in  trade,  and  with  whom  he  was  confederatin 

That  there  are  many  other  meritorious  creditors  who  were  thrust  asii 

and  not  permitted  to  share  in  the  distribution. 

I  This  charge  is,  as  regards  the  truth  it  embraces,  on  a  par  nith  tkw 

I  that  have  gone  before  it.     It  is  wholly  false,  and  entirely  unsupportc 

by  the  evidence.    Governor  Ramsey,  as  far  as  we  know,  and  certain! 

as  far  as  the  evidence  goes  to  sustain  it,  never  paid  one  dollar  of  mow 

to  any  person  at  the  trading-house  of  H.  H.  Sibley.     And  althouj 

Governor  Ramsey  did  not  pay  the  claimants  as  charged,  yet,  the  oth 

Eortion  of  the  charge  is  equally  untrue,  "that  lew%  if  any,  were  ben 
tted,  but  those  who  are  now  or  have  been  connected  with  said  coi 
pany  in  trade."  But  who  or  what  said  company  is,  neither  the  charg 
nor  the  evidence  explain  to  us.  Still  we  are  enabled  to  pronounce 
generally  false ;  as  it  is  in  evidence,  that  every  licensed  trader  in  l] 
Sioux  country,  prior  to  July,  1851,  among  the  upper  Indians,  with  oi 
exception,  (and  his  claim  was  not  presented,)  and  every  licensed  trad 
I  among  the  lower  bands,  since  1837,  up  to  which  period  the  Medayw 

kantoans  had  paid  their  debts,  were  participants  in  the  distribution 
'  the  fund.     The  claim  against  the  upper  Indians,  that  forms  the  exce 

tion,  was  of  a  date  prior  to  1821,  and  for  this  reason,  it  is  stated,  w 
excluded  by  the  distributing  committee,  and  w^as  never  brought  to  t 
attention  ol  Governor  Ramsey.     Then,  with  this  single  isolated  exce 
'  •  tion,  all  the  claimants  came  in  and  received  a  part  of  the  fund  set  apj 

for  the  payment  of  their  "  present  just  engagements"  by  the  Indians  < 
.  the  23d  of  July,  1851. 

1  The  list  of  licensed  traders  below,  and  the  testimony  of  almost  eve 

witness  in  regard  to  the  upper,  sustains  this  position  and  disposes  tl 
charge.    The  distribution  of  that  fund  was  faur  and  equitable.    This 


\ 
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the  testimony  of  those  even  who  did  not  receive  one-half  of  what  they 
expected,  and  little  over  one-third  of  what  they  claimed.  This  distn- 
btttion  was  made  by  the  traders  themselves,  than  whom  no  better  jurors 
could  be  found ;  as  it  was  made  the  interest  of  each  to  reduce  the  others, 
claim,  in  order  to  share  more  bountifully  in  the  specific  sum  which  was 
appropriated  for  their  benefit.  The  last  clause  is,  that  meritorious  cre- 
ditors were  excluded.  This  has  been  answered  in  replying  to  the  former 
Eart  of  the  charge.  The  testimony  of  Messrs.  Sibley,  Brown,  Forbes, 
[cLeod,  Faribault,  Prescott,  and  the  list  of  licensed  traders  before 
referred  to,  is  conclusive  against  this  portion  of  the  charge.  It  is  un- 
founded and  untrue  in  fact. 

But  this  charge  admits  that  this  fund  became  a  ^Urust/und^^  in  the 
hands  of  Governor  Ramsey.  It  is  so  denominated  in  the  body  of  the 
charge,  and  properly  so,  too.  If  then,  as  we  contend,  and  as  the  charge 
admits,  it  was  a  ^^ trust  fund^^  what  was  the  object  of  that  trust?  For 
"what  purpose  was  that  "  truu^^  created,  and  how  is  that  purpose  to  be 
known  ?  Simply  from  the  acts  of  the  chiefs  and  braves,  under  whose 
direction  it  was  to  be  distributed.  What  were  those  acts,  and  do  they, 
taken  cither  singly  or  conjointly,  amount  to  a  direction  of  the  "  trust 
fimd?"  Further,  do  these  acts  appear,  fi-om  the  testimony  taken  before 
the  commissioners  who  conductea  this  investigation  ?  Let  us  examine : 
On  the  23d  of  July,  1851,  the  chiefs  and  braves  who  signed  the 
treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  executed  a  paper,  making  distribution  of 
the  sum  of  $250,000  among  their  traders  and  hsdf-breed  relatives. 
The  execution  of  this  paper  nas  been  fully  and  fairly  proved  by  the 
most  incontestible  evidences.  The  previous  direction,  by  the  Indians 
to  the  traders,  to  distribute  $210,000  of  this  sum  among  themselves,  is 
a  fact  equally  well  authenticated  and  established.  That  after  the  dis- 
tribution had  been  made,  the  chiefs  and  braves  above,  and  the  chiefs 
and  head-men  of  the  lower  bands,  after  the  treaty,  frequently  spoke  of 
the  provision  made  for  their  traders  and  half-breeds,  and  that  they 
"Were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  their  lands.  The 
fact  of  their  going  into  council,  both  above  and  below,  to  distribute  the 
fund  named  in  the  treaty,  and  their  frequent  expressions  of  unqualified 
approbation  of  their  own  act,  in  providing  for  the  payment  of  their 
debts,  are  all  facts  of  a  most  convincing  and  conclusive  character. 

It  is  likewise  in  evidence,  by  the  testimony  of  the  Hon.  Luke  Lea, 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Rev.  Mr.  Williamson,  Rev.  Mr.  Riggs, 
Messrs.  Sibley,  McLeod,  Steel,  Dousman,  Bailly,  Forbes,  Prescott, 
Faribault,  Huggins,  Foster,  and  others,  that  the  payment  of  their  debts 
and  the  provision  to  be  made  for  them,  was  a  subject  of  daily  and  hourly 
conversation  and  consideration  among  the  Indians,  traders,  and  others, 
in  private  and  public  councils,  in  the  presence  of  the  commissionerst 
and  elsewhere ;  that  they  admitted  an  indebtedness  above,  of  over 
$400,000,  and  below,  of  over  $140,000 ;  that  these  sums  were  more 
than  double  the  amount  agreed  by  the  traders  to  be  received  in  full 
acquittance  and  release  of  all  claims  upon  them ;  and  that  they  feltt 
and  evinced  as  much  interest  upon  the  subject  of  making  some  provi- 
sion for  their  traders,  as  with  any  other  connected  with  the  treaty ;  that 
they  claimed  of  the  commissioners  an  allowance  of  $300,000  for  their 
traders,  and  $100,000  for  theu:  half-breeds,  and  for  a  long  time  refused 
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to  sign  the  treaty,  unless  such  allowances  were  made.  Was  not  tW 
in  itself,  a  sufficient  direction  to  Gov.  Ramsey  to  distribute  this  mone] 
This  paper,  commonly  called  the  "  Traders*  Paper,"  is  not  a  power 
attorney,  nor  docs  it  contain  any  of  the  essentials  of  a  power  of  attr 
ney.  It  is  an  instrument  of  a  higher  and  more  obligatory  character, 
is  m  fact,  and  in  law,  an  assignment  of  the  sum  of  $250,000.  The  a 
sideration  expressed  in  the  body  of  it  is  a  good  and  sufficient  one. 
divests  all  the  right  of  the  obUgors  or  makers  of  that  paper  to  that  si 
of  monev  due  them  under  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  t 
treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  and  vests  it  in  the  persons  whose  oam 
are  on  the  list  or  schedule  attached  to  it.  It  appropriates  to  each  iw 
vidual  the  sum  placed  opposite  his  name.  This  is  the  true  charact 
and  force  of  that  instrument.  It  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, ; 
assignment,  expressed  in  sufficiently  apt  and  appropriate  terms,  and 
binding  and  irrevocable  as  the  treaty  itself,  executed  at  the  same  tin 

The  character  and  effect  of  this  paper  has  been  discussed  at  tl 
length,  in  anticipation  of  the  provisions  of  the  one  which  is  to  folk 
and  support  it,  and  likewise  in  anticipation  of  the  position  that  might  I 
assumed,  and  the  inferences  that  might  be  drawn,  from  a  hasty  or  ci 
sory  reading  and  comparison  of  the  provisions  of  the  two  papers, 
well  as  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  position  assumed  by  the  coi 
missioners,  who  held  that  the  latter  abrogated  and  destroyed  the  ibnn 
Upon  a  careful  examination  of  these  papers,  it  must  become  manifest 
every  unprejudiced  mind  that,  instead  of  conflicting  with  or  abrogali 
it,  the  latter  confirms  and  sustains  the  other.  The  language  of  the 
papers  is,  in  many  instances,  identical ;  and  that  their  purport  andiote 
tion  are  the  same  is  manifest,  the  only  difference  being  that  the  one 
less  specific  than  the  other.  This  circumstance  gives  force  to  the  pw 
tion  that  the  power  of  attorney  executed  to  Gov.  Ramsey  on  the  8lh 
September,  1851,  was  an  adjunct  or  supplement  to  the  **  Traders'  E 
per."  This  power  of  attorney  is  to  be  found  on  pages  26  and  27 
Senate  Document  29,  part  ii.  It  was  executed  to  Gov.  Ramsey  on  t 
same  day,  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  Indians  who  signed  t 
Senate  amendments  to  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux. 

It  is  true  this  paper  contains  a  clause  revoking  **  all  other  and  fbm: 
powers  of  attorney  "  executed  by  the  Indians,  with  reference  to  the  i 
ceipt  or  collection  of  the  moneys  due  them,  or  any  part  of  it.  No 
had  this  jissignment,  or  "  Traders'  Paper,"  been  the  only  paper  e>' 
executed  by  them  relating  to  a  disposition  of  this  fund,  thcpresuropd 
might  have  naturally  enough  arisen  that  the  revocation  clause  in  t 
power  of  attorney  had  reference  to  it ;  but  that  presumption  is  entire 
destroyed  and  shifted  by  the  production  of  a  power  of  attorney,  eo  no 
inc,  which  they  had  executed  anterior  to  the  date  of  the  one  made 
Gov.  Ramsey.  This  is  the  true  legal  as  well  as  natural  inference  a 
conclusion  upon  these  facts,  and  entirely  relieves  from  such  inferen 
or  presumption,  any  paper  or  instrument  of  a  diflferent  character,  whi 
may  have  been  made  by  them. 

But,  by  the  direct  and  positive  testimony  of  Mr.  Prescott,  the  pers 
who  interpreted  the  power  of  attorney  of  September  8,  1 852,  and  w 
must  know  better  than  any  other  man  what  papers  were  referred 
and  to  be  affected  by,  the  revoking  clause  in  that  power,  as  it  was  u 
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derstood  by  the  Indians  when  making  or  executing  it,  is,  that  it  had 
reference  to  the  power  of  attorney  to  Madison  Sweetser,  and  also  to 
one  to  Mr.  Sibley. 

The  power  of  attorney  to  which  reference  is  here  made,  is  the  one 
executed  to  Mr.  Sweetser  by  some  of  the  chiefs  and  eighteen  headmen 
and  soldiers  of  the  Seesetoan  and  Wahpaytoan  bands  of  Sioux,  at  the 
8t.  Peter's  agency,  on  the  6th  of  December,  1851,  constituting  him  their 
national  defender  and  protector.  This  is  a  power  of  attorney  eo  nomincj 
and  plainly  intended  by  the  subsequent  act  to  be  revoked,  even  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Prescott's  testimony,  which  fixes  it  beyond  all  question. 
The  character  of  the  power  of  attorney  to  Mr.  Sibley  does  not  appear 
from  the  evidence. 

By  the  notes  of  testimony  taken  by  the  commissioners.  Agent  McLean 
is  made  to  say  that  the  power  of  attorney  to  Governor  Ramsey  was  in- 
teaded  to  ^^ destroy  all  other  papers^^  executed  by  the  Indians,  and  that 
the  Indians  so  expressed  themselves  to  Governor  Ramsey  at  the  time 
they  went  to  his  house  to  execute  it.  This  is  an  error.  The  witness 
said  that  the  Indians  told  Governor  Ramsey  that  "they  had  come  there 
to  sign  the  amendments  to  the  treaty  and  another  paper,  breaking  their 
fiirmer  or  all  former  powers  of  attorney."  This  may  not  be  intended 
in  the  commissioners'  notes  to  express  this  idea,  as  the  whole  of  McLean's 
testimony,  as  taken  down  by  them,  is  in  a  state  of  inextricable  confu- 
sion ;  but  it  clearly  does  so,  and  is  wrong.  But  Mr.  Prescott's  testimony 
places  this  matter  beyond  doubt,  and  he  alone  can  know  what  was  said 
to  the  Indians,  and  what  was  said  by  them ;  he  alone  of  the  persons  present 
understanding  the  Sioux  language.  Therefore  these  two  instruments 
do  not  come  in  confiict,  nor  was  it  intended  by  those  who  made  them 
that  they  should.  If  it  had  been  the  "  Traders  Paper,"  being  entirely 
dissimilar  to  a  "power  of  attorney,"  and  not  presumed  to  be  embraced 
under  that  general  name,  would  have  been  indicated  by  some  other 
language.  Instead  of  conflicting,  the  one  comes  in  and  provides  the 
means  of  satisfying  the  obligations  created  by  the  other.  They  thus 
stand  together  a  perfect  whole,  a  unit,  while  either  without  the  other 
would  be  imperfect. 

Let  us  now  glance  for  a  moment  at  the  authority  these  two  papers 
confer  upon  Governor  Ramsey,  and  the  obligations  he  assumes  when 
he  accepts  the  trust  created  by  the  power  of  attorney. 

The  first  assigns  to  the  traders,  half-breeds  and  others,  claimants 
against  the  upper  Indians,  the  sum  of  $250,000  out  of  the  $275,000 
named  in  the  m^t  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Traverse 
des  Sioux.  The  execution  of  this  paper  has  been  before  referred  to, 
and  there  is  not  a  doubt  that  can  possioly  exist  against  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  done.  To  question  the  fact  that  that  paper  was  fully, 
fairly,  and  in  good  faith,  interpreted  and  explained  to  the  Indians  before 
they  signed  it,  is  to  charge  the  Rev.  Mr.  Riggs,  Mr.  Sibley,  Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Martin  McLeod,  Mr.  Faribault,  Dr.  Foster  and  others,  men  of  the 
highest  respectabiUty  and  character,  with  wilful  and  premeditated  per- 
jury. To  question  the  fact  that  these  Indians  directed  the  traders  to 
make  a  distribution  of  the  $210,000  among  themselves,  is  Ukewise  to 
charge  Mr.  Bailly,  Mr.  Sibley,  Mr.  Steel,  Mr.  Biown,  and  Mr.  McLeod, 
with  wilful  and  direct  perjury.     Such  charges  as  these  are  of  rather  too 
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serious  a  character  to  be  made  upon  inferences,  or  what  is  still  less  n 
liable,  the  testimony  of  Indians  who  had  been  taught  that  it  wast 
their  interest  to  sustain  Mr.  Sweetser's  charges.  To  question  the  fei 
ness  and  equity  of  the  distribution  made  by  the  traders  amongst  thee 
selves,  is  to  charge  nearly  every  white  -witness  who  testi6ed  befo 
these  commissioners  with  wilfnl  and  premeditated  perjury,  and  to  p 
more  faith  in  the  simple  charges  of  men  who  went  into  the  count 
sometime  after  these  things  were  done — most  of  which  charges  ha 
been  proved  to  be  untrue — ^than  in  all  the  sworn  statements  upon  t 
recora.  To  question  the  fact  that  the  Indians  ratified  and  confira* 
both  the  half-breed  and  traders*  distribution  after  they  were  made,  is 
charge  upon  Mr.  McLeod  wilful  and  premeditated  perjury.  We  pr 
sume  no  man  will  be  willinff  to  make  charges  such  as  these,  and  wit 
out  making  them,  the  validity  of  the  paper,  and  the  propriety  of 
execution,  must  remain  unquestioned,  as  Doth  are,  in  fact,  unquestic 
able  in  honesty. 

Great  care  was  taken  by  the  commissioners  and  their  attorney 
prove  two  facts:  that  the  paper  was  not  explained  to  them  in  t 
council  where  it  was  signed,  and  that  the  schedule  w^as  not  attach 
at  that  time.  It  was  never  pretended  that  it  w^as  explained  to  them 
that  council;  that  was  impracticable  without  interrupting  the  busin 
of  the  government;  nor  was  it  ever  pretended  that  the  sdiedulen 
attached  at  the  time  it  was  signed ;  the  language  of  the  paper  its 
precludes  such  an  inference.  It  provides  that  they  will  pay  the  si 
of  money  acknowjedged  to  be  due  "to  the  individuals  'hbbbapt 
designated ;*^^  not  simply  ^^  deaignatedy^  or  hereinq/icr  dtdgnattd,  I 
^^  hereafter  designatedJ*^  Showing,  as  clearly  as  language  could  eip« 
it,  that  the  act  indicating  the  individuals,  and  the  amount  to  be  paid 
each,  was  to  be  performed  subsequently  to  the  signing  of  the  paj 
itself. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  power  of  atton: 
and  articles  ot  trusts  from  the  See-see-toans  and  Wah-pay-toan3 
Governor  Ilamsey?  dated  September  8,  1852. 

From  the  testimony  of  Philander  Prescott  and  Agent  McLean,  a 
from  the  certificate  of  the  latter  appended  to  the  power,  &c.,  its  exe< 
tion  is  fully  sustained.  It  is  also  in  proof  by  these  two  gentlemen  tl 
it  was  fully  and  particularly  explained  and  interpreted  to  the  Indij 
before  they  signed;  that  they  had  a  full  knowledge  of  its  contents,  p 
port,  and  meaning;  and  that  they  executed  it  for  the  uses  and  purpo 
therein  expressed.  They  testify,  further,  that  it  was  done  in  the  pr 
ence  of  Governor  Ramsey  and  themselves,  in  full  open  council,  at  \ 
same  time,  and  by  the  same  Indians  who  ratified  the  amendments 
the  treaty.  The  construction  and  effect  of  this  power  will  be  nu 
the  subject  of  consideration  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  paper. 

The  third  charge  of  Mr.  Sweetser  and  the  seventh  of  Mr.  Roberts 
being  substantially  the  same,  will  be  renewed  in  connexion,  as  the  sa 
evidence  that  disproves  the  one  will  fix  falsehood  on  the  other. 

The  charge  ot  Sweetser  is:  "That  Governor  Ramsey  violated 
treaty  with  the  Dakota  Indians  in  refusing  payment  to  them,  althoi 
often  and  urgently  demanded,  in  accordance  with  their  treaty  stipi 
tions — with  having  unlawfully  paid  said  money  into  the  hands  oi  ( 
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Hugh  Tyler,  who  demanded  it,  among  a  few  claimants,  at  the  trading 

Est  of  the  H.  H.  Sibley — the  wishes  and  rights  of  the  Indians  having 
en  totally  disregarded  in  violation  of  law  and  the  express  stipulations 
of  the  treaties." 

Robertson's  is:  "That,  in  consummation  of  the  frauds  above  alleged, 
Alexander  Ramsey  paid  a  large  amount  of  money  due  the  Dakota 
Indians  by  treaty,  and  by  him  received  to  pay  them,  to  the  said  Hugh 
Tyler,  who  paid  it  chiefly  to  traders  connected  with  the  fur  company 
of  Pierre  Chouteau  and  others,  which  proceeding  was  in  violation  ot  law 
and  treaty  stipulations." 

It  will  be  perceived  that  these  charges  are  in  direct  conflict  with  the 
allegations  contained  in  the  ninth  charge  of  Mr.  Sweetser,  which  alleges 
that  Governor  Ramsey  paid  out  the  "  entire  trust  fund  of  said  Indians, 
&€.,  at  the  trading  house  of  H.  H.  Sibley,"  &c.,  while  here  it  is  alleged 
he  paid  the  whole  fund  to  Hugh  Tyler,  &c. 

The  demand  made  by  the  Indians,  and  the  refusal  to  pay  by  Governor 
Ramsey,  we  will  reserve  for  consideration  hereafter. 

We  admit  here,  and  Governor  Ramsey  never  has  pretended  to  deny, 
but  has  placed  the  evidence  of  the  fact  upon  the  records  at  Washing- 
ton, that  he  did  pay  to  Hugh  Tyler,  the  attorney  of  the  claimants,  the 
sum  of  8250,000  to  be  paid  by  him  to  the  traders  and  half-breeds  of 
the  See-see-toans  and  Wah-pay-toan  Indians,  according  to  the  schedule 
attached  to  the  "  Traders'  Paper"  of  July  23,  1851 ;  and  we  further 
admit,  and  never  have  denied,  but  have  placed  the  evidence  of  the  fact 
upon  the  pubhc  records  at  Washington,  tnat  he  did  pay  to  Hugh  Tyler 
870,000  to  be  distributed  pro  rata  amongst  the  licensed  traders  of  the 
Med-a-wa-kan-toan  Indians,  in  accordance  with  their  direction  under 
the  treaty  of  Mendota ;  but  we  deny  that  he  paid  either  sum  to  Hugh 
Tyler  contrary  to  law  or  treaty  stipulations. 

By  what  authority  did  Hugh  Tyler  receive  these  sums  of  money  ? 
We  will  proceed  to  show : 

The  traders  and  half-breeds,  claimants  under  the  treaty  of  Traverse 
des  Sioux,  executed  to  Hugh  Tyler  a  power  of  attorney  at  Traverse 
des  Sioux,  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1852,  authorizing  him  to  draw 
from  Governor  Ramsey,  and  receipt  for  the  sums  respectively 
due  them,  according  to  the  distribution  m  the  schedule  to  the  "  Traders* 
Paper"  made  by  the  chiefs  of  the  See-se-toan  and  Wah-pay-toan  bands 
of  Sioux  Indians,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1851.  Mr.  Tyler  had  been  the 
affent  and  attorney  of  these  claimants,  ever  since  the  negotiation 
ot  the  treaties  of  1851 ;  but  was  specially  empowered  in  this  instance, 
as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  his  power  of  attorney,  marked  "D,** 
on  pages  28  and  29,  of  Sen.  Doc.  29,  part  ii. 

The  next  is  a  power  of  attorney  from  other  claimants  of  the  same 
fund,  executed  for  a  like  purpose  to  Mr.  Tyler,  at  Mendota,  December 
11,  1852,  and  found  on  pages  29  and  30  of  the  same  document. 

The  third  is  a  power  of  attorney  fix)m  the  licensed  traders  and 
claimants  under  the  treaty  of  Mendota,  of  August  5,  1851,  to  Hugh 
Tyler,  authorizing  and  empowering  him  to  receive  and  receipt  for  the 
amounts  due  them,  respectively,  from  the  Med-ay-wa-kan-toau  bands 
of  Da-ko-ta  Indians,  and  requesting  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  into  his 
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hands  the  said  sums.     This  paper  is  to  be   fbund  on  pages  35  and  \ 
of  Sen.  Doc.  29,  part  ii. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  these  powers  of  attorney  to  Goven 
Ramsey,  accompanied  by  the  proved  accounts  of  the  several  claimai 
under  both  treaties,  seemg  that  the  several  accounts  were  sworn 
and  that  the  sums  due  from  these  several  bands  of  Indians  to  i 
claimants,  in  the  aggregate  amounted  to  niore  than  double  the  sa 
they  had  agreed  to  receive  in  full  satisfaction  and  acquittance  of 
indebtedness  by  the  said  Indians,  he  paid  the  sum  of  $o20,000  to  1 
Tyler.  The  receipts  from  Hugh  Tyler,  the  agent  and  attorney 
these  claimants,  to  Governor  Ramsey,  are  to  be  found  on  pages  31a 
36  of  Sen.  Doc.  29,  part  ii. 

At  the  urgent  solicitation  of  the  upper  chiefs.  Governor  Ramsey 
rected  the  following  additional  names  to  be  made  to  the  half-breed  Ii 
all  of  whom  were  related  to  the  upper  Indians,  viz :  Louis  Anj 
Pierre  Felix,  for  two  children,  ana  Pierre  Rouillard,  Le  Gork 
Antonio  Fresnier,  John  Moore,  Wm.  Altenbur^,  John  Bt.  Cr« 
Thomas  Odell,  and  D.  Farribault,  for  one  child  each ;  and  as  1 
Tyler  had  no  authority  to  add  the  names,  Governor  Ramsey  resen 
the  right  to  direct  this  addition. 

The  above  recited  powers  of  attorney  and  requests  of  the  chiefi 
the  authority  by  which  Mr.  Tyler  received  the  $320,000 ;  aod  a  pi 
ment  to  their  agent  and  attorney  was  a  payment  to  the  claimai 
What  arrangements  Mr.  Tyler  saw  proper  to  enter  into  with  his  clie 
is  not  a  question  to  be  discussed  here,  as  he  vras  not  a  party  to  this 
vestigation,  nor  do  his  acts  in  any  manner  afiect  the  conduct  of  G 
Ramsey.  Yet  the  evidence,  so  far  as  the  government  saw  fit  to  cal 
out,  shows  that  Mr.  Tyler  honorably  and  faithfully  discharged  the  tr 
to  his  clients  and  employers. 

The  balance  of  the  chars^es,  that  the  money  was  divided  amoo 
favorites,  to  the  exclusion  of  meritorious  creditors,  and  that  but  fe« 
any,  received  benefit  from  it  except  those  who  were  connected  ^ 
the  fur  company  of  Pierre  Chouteau  and  others,  has  been  fully  answe 
before  ;  but  whether  it  has  or  has  not  been,  so  far  as  this  investigal 
is  concerned,  is  wholly  immaterial.  All  that  was  necessary  to 
known  by  Governor  Ramsey,  or  that  it  was  his  duty  to  inform  him 
of,  was  that  the  amount  of  money  claimed  by  these  people  was  du< 
them  from  the  Indians  ;  that  the  money  in  his  poNSsession  was  intent 
for  that  purpose ;  and  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  their  properly  autbori 
agent  and  attorney  to  receive  and  receipt  for  them.  Of  these  facts 
satisfied  his  judgment,  and  upon  that  judgment  acted.  If  he  en 
which  we  hold  he  did  not,  it  was  but  an  error  in  judgment,  for  wl 
he  is  in  nowise  accountable,  having  acted  in  good  faith. 

In  addition  to  the  unquestionable  propriety  of  this  payment,  Govci 
Ramsey  was  doubdessly  gratified  at  the  relief  granted  him,  by  be 
enabled  to  pay  the  sum  in  bulk  to  their  agent,  instead  of  the  trot 
and  annoyance  it  would  have  occasioned  him  to  make  distriboi 
among  so  large  a  number  of  claimants.  Thus  have  we  met  and 
iiited  these  two  charges. 

The  sixth  charge  of  Mr.  Robertson  is : 

"  That  one  Hugh  Tyler  was  employed  by  the  parties  to  this  vi 
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tion  of  law  and  treaty  stipulations,  as  the  visible  go-between,  agent,  or 
borer ;  and  that  a  large  per  centage  w^s  agreed  to  be  paid  or  left  in 
his  hands,  as  a  fee,  from  the  fraudulent  recipients  of  the  Dakota 
money." 

Whether  this  charge  is  or  is  not  intended  to  embrace  Governor  Ram- 
sey we  are  unadvised,  either  by  the  charge  or  the  evidence  ;  but,  if  it 
is  so  intended,  we  pronounce  it  entirely  and  unequivocally  untrue,  and 
deny  that  Governor  Ramsey  ever  employed  Hugh  Tyler  as  a  "  go- 
between,"  "borer,"  or  "  agent,"  or  that  he  was  a  party  with  Governor 
Ramsey  to  any  violation  of  law  or  treaty  stipulations,  as  alleged  in  the 
charge ;  and  in  this  denial  we  are  fully  sustained  by  the  record. 

And  as  to  the  circumstance  of  the  recipients  of  this  money  having 
agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Tyler  a  fee,  either  large  or  small,  or  whether  it  was 
to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Tyler  retaining  a  per  centage  in  his  hands  or  in  some 
other  manner,  is  a  matter  exclusively  between  Mr.  Tyler  and  his 
clients,  with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do,  and  one  which  should  have 
received  no  notice  from  the  commissioners,  as  it  is  to  be  presumed  that 
these  gentlemen  had  a  right  to  enter  into  any  arrangement  or  agree- 
ment they  saw  proper,  either  with  Mr.  Tyler  or  any  other  person.  The 
concluding  part  of  the  charge,  denomfnating  the  claimants  ^^fraudtdent 
recipietUs^^  of  the  Dakota  money,  is  unworthy  of  serious  notice,  and 
has  been  fully  answered  under  a  former  charge.  This  allegation, 
however,  answers  one  purpose ;  it  serves  to  show  the  spirit  of  mahg- 
nity  which  induced  the  whole  series  of  charges. 

The  third  charge  of  Sweetser,  and  the  fourth  of  Robertson,  were 
left  in  part  unanswered  when  the  general  allegations  they  contained 
were  discussed.  The  parts  to  which  attention  is  now  desired  to  be  di- 
rected are  substantially  this — the  language  and  form  being  preserved 
in  the  substitute : 

**  That  Governor  Ramsey  refused,  though  often  and  urgently  re- 
quested, to  pay  the  Sioux  or  Dakota  Indians  the  money  received  by 
him  under  the  treaties  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  and  Mendota." 

These  charges  are  both  of  a  character  so  indefinite  and  general,  that 
upon  an  analyzation  of  them  they  will  be  found  to  contain  no  charge 
against  Governor  Ramsey. 

It  is  alleged  that  a  demand  was  made  and  a  refussd  given  ;  but  it  is 
not  alleged  that  the  Sioux  or  Dakota  Indians  ever  made  a  demand,  or 
that  a  demand  was  ever  made  upon  Governor  Ramsey,  or  that  Gover- 
nor Ramsey  ever  refused  the  Sioux  or  Dakota  Indians  their  money. 

Had  we,  therefore,  insisted  upon  the  exclusion  of  any  testimony 
oflfered  to  prove  a  demand  made  by  the  Sioux  or  Dakota  Indians,  or 
that  a  demand  was  ever  made  upon  Governor  Ramsey,  or  that  Gover- 
nor Ramsey  ever  refused  the  Sioux  or  Dakota  Indians  their  money, 
the  commissioners  would  have  been  compelled,  by  every  rule  of  law 
and  every  principle  of  justice,  to  exclude  it.  But  tliere  never  was  any 
desire  on  the  part  of  Governor  Ramsey,  or  his  counsel,  to  exclude  from 
the  record  any  testimonj*^  that  related  to  his  action  in,  or  his  connexion 
with,  this  whole  transaction.  On  the  contrary,  we  were  ever  most 
anxious  that  the  whole  of  the  facts  should  appear,  from  the  incipiency 
of  the  negotiations,  which  resulted  in  these  treaties,  till  the  last  dollar 
of  the  Sioux  money  left  in  the  hands  of  Governor  Ramsey. 
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Again  and  again  did  we  claim  the  privilege  of  doing  so  as  a  rigb 

to  which  we  were  entitled  both  in  law  and  justice  ;  but  as  frequeil; 

were  we  wrongfully  and  unjustly  denied  by  the  commissioners.   Tte 

is  nothing  in  this  matter  but  will  bear  the  closest  and  strictest  sa\ 

tiny,  if  the  facts  connected  with  it  are  permitted  to  be  shovm.    Bi 

where,  let  it  be  asked,  can  there  be  found  an  instance  of  any  transa 

tion,  made  up  of  details  and  extending  over  months,  that  may  not  be  um 

the  subject  of  invidious  comment,  if  isolated  facts  are  given  which  ne 

and  require  explanation,  without  affording  the  party  an  opportunity 

make  those  explanations  ?     That  facts  which  were  ready  to  be  prove 

and  could  have  been  proved,  necessary  to  a  fall  and  fair  understandii 

,  of  this  case,  were  excluded  by  the  commissioners,  we  boldly  and  u 

hesitatingly  assert,  and  can  prove  before  any  tribunal  where  truth  m; 
be  heju-d,  or  where  justice  is  a  governing  principle.  Crime  does  i 
so  much  consist  in  the  doing  of  an  act,  as  m  the  motive  which  indue 
it.  Therefore,  in  all  cases  where  crime  is  alleged,  an  opportuni 
,  should  be  afforded  to  the  accused  to  show^  that,  although  he  did  the  a 

:  his  motive  was  not  evil.     In  this  case  charges  have  been  made  of  ac 

done,  which,  if  done  with  an  evil  or  fraudulent  intent,  would  constiti: 
a  crime  of  the  highest  penal  character ;  and  yet  Governor  Ramsey  n 
uniforml}*^  prevented,  when  he  attempted  to  show  facts  explanatory 
his  motive.  Was  this  right  ?  Was  this  just  ?  Was  it  magnaniroou 
Can  those  who  did  it  justify  their  conduct?  If  it  w^as  right— if  it  w 
magnanimous,  and  if  it  was  justifiable,  why  exclude  o^erf  and  overn 
*  objections  made  by  Governor  Ramsey's  counsel,  and  prevent  their  bei 

placed  on  the  record?     There  must,  at  least,  have  been  doubts! 
there  were  doubts,  there  is  no  justification  ;  for  the  benefit  of  the 
doubts  should  have  gone  to  the  advantage  of  the  party  accused. 

But  we  have  been  led  to  make  these  comments,  not  because  facts 
a  criminal  character  have  been  proved  against  Governor  Ramsey—' 
this  we  deny,  and  the  testimony  will  support  that  denial — but  becai 
facts  have  been  shown,  which,  if  unexplained,  might  lead  those  who  i 
strangers  to  the  history  of  this  transaction  to  infer  a  want  of  prudei 
or  caution  on  the  part  of  Governor  Ramsey,  w^hen,  had  the  eiplai 
tions  been  received,  as  they  should  have  been,  no  such  inferences  ecu 
possibly  be  drawn. 

Some  of  the  chiefs,  both  of  the  upper  and  lower  bands,  testify  tl 
they  made  demands  upon  Governor  Ramsey  for  the  payment  or  th 
money  into  their  own  hands.  A  few  of  them  go  further,  and  state  tl 
his  refusal  was  conditional,  and  that  the  condition  was  that  they  shoi 
sign  a  paper  or  consent  to  the  payment  of  their  debts  to  their  trade 
Among  the  lower  chiefs,  they  testify  generally  to  the  demands:  c 
made  by  Wa-ba-shaw,  and  one  by  *'Mah-pee-wee-tchas-tah,"  or  "  Ck 
Man."  We  will  first  direct  attention  to  the  testimony  of  the  demai 
alleged  to  have  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  See-see-toan  and  Wi 
pa-toan  chiefs. 

It  is  admitted  that  *'  Red  Iron,"  or  Ma-za-sha,"  in  the  presence 
"  Limping  Devil"  and  "Big  Gun,"  and  some  of  their  young  men,  ma 
a  demand  upon  Governor  Ramsey  for  the  whole  of  their  money,  remo^ 
fund  and  all.  These  are  the  only  persons  who  were  ever  present  wl 
any  demand  of  any  character  was  made.     Such  is  the  proofl    Besid 
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this,  the  demand  was  of  such  a  character  that  it  could  have  been  com- 
plied with  imder  no  circumstances.  And  while  we  admit  this  demand, 
by  this  chief,  made  at  no  time  in  the  presence  of  more  than  two  other 
cniefs,  we  have  the  positive  and  uncontradicted  testimony  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Foster i  and  others y  that  a  large  majority  of  the  chiefs,  yreseiU  at  the  payment 
at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  were  in  favor  of  paying  the  money  as  it  was  paidj 
and  as  it  appears  to  have  been  paid  from  the  vouchers  on  file  in  the 
Indian  office  at  Washington. 

In  reference  to  the  reiusal  of  Governor  Ramsey  to  pay  the  annuities, 
unless  they  signed  a  paper  or  paid  their  debts,  it  is  simply  an  untruth. 
No  such  remark  was  ever  made  or  thought  of  by  Governor  Ramsey ; 
nor  is  it  testified  to  by  any  person  but  Indians  and  half-breeds,  while 
It  is  directly  and  fully  contradicted  by  every  white  man  who  was  said 
to  be  present  when  the  refusals  were  made  by  Governor  Ramsey. 
The  interpreters,  through  whom  it  should  have  been  made,  deny  with 
equal  certainty  that  anything  of  the  kind  ever  occurred  in  any  council 
in  which  they  were  present,  either  as  interpreters  or  spectators. 

John  Camw6efl,  the  naif-breed  youth,  whose  name  has  before  occurred 
'wilb  unenviable  notice,  corroborates  the  chiels,  both  of  the  upper  and 
lower  bands,  in  their  statements  that  Governor  Ramsey  refusea  to  pay 
them  unless  they  would  sign  a  paper,  and  that  they  refused  to  sign  a 
pavcTj  or  pay  their  debts,  until  they  produced  their  hooks.  A  simple 
reierence  to  his  testimony  will  be  sufficient  to  convince  any  reasonable 
man  that  he  knew  nothing  at  all  about  the  matter  concerning  which  he 
'was  testifying.  He  was  asked,  in  explanation,  what  he  meant  by  "a 
jwper"  the  Indians  refused  to  sign.  He  says  it  was  '*  the  company's 
paper — ^Mr.  Sibley's  paper ;"  the  booksy  he  meant,  were  the  ^^company*s 
books — Mr.  Sibley^s  books.^^  But  his  tale  is  denied,  contradicted,  and 
disproved  in  toto. 

There  were  two  demands  proved  to  have  been  made  by  the  lower 
bands.  One  was  made  by  Mah-pee-wee-tchas-tah  at  Sibley's,  and 
one  by  Wabashaw  at  the  agency.  The  demand  at  Mehdota  was  made 
by  a  single  chief,  and  the  demand  was  for  the  whole  of  their  money, 
removal  and  subsistence  fund  and  all.  The  demand  made  by  Wabashaw 
at  the  agency  was  made  not  only  for  the  treaty  money,  removal  and 
subsistence  fund,  but  for  the  old  annuities  and  for  the  arrearages  of  their 
school  fund.  These  demands  Governor  Ramsey  had  no  authority  to 
comply  with.     If  he  had  done  so,  he  would  have  been  highly  culpable. 

But  the  chiefs  state  that  he  refused  to  pay  them,  or  to  release  certain 
Indian  prisoners  then  in  Fort  Snelling,  until  they  would  sign  a  paper  or 

Eay  their  debts,  and  name  a  number  of  persons  who  were  present  when 
e  said  this.  These  persons,  including  the  interpreters  named,  both 
by  the  chiefs  and  John  Campbell,  have  all,  or  nearly  all,  been  upon 
the  witness  stand,  and  aU  positively  deny  that  ever  anything  of 
the  kind  occurred  in  any  council  where  they  were  present,  and  even 
one  of  the  chiefs  ^nally  admits  that  it  was  not  Governor  Ramsey  he 
heard  say  so,  but  some  of  the  Indians.  The  statements  made  by  these 
chiefs  are  wholly  untrue,  even  as  to  the  demand  itself.  The  Indians 
confined  in  the  fort  were  released  by  the  agent,  upon  an  agreement 
between  himself  and  theagent  of  the  Chippewas. — (See  Watrous',  Chip- 
pewa agentf  affidavit.) 
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clause  of  the  fourth  article,  (and  in  both  treaties  it  is  the  same,)  "  to  be 
paid  to  the  chiefs  of  the  said  bands,  to  enable  them  to  settle  their  affairs 
and  to  comply  with  their  present ^tw^  engagements,^^  and  in  consideration 
of  their  removal  to  the  homes  set  apart  Tor  them,  &c.,  in  such  manner 
as  the  chiefs  shall  thereafter  in  open  council,  request. 

That  allowance  of  $275,000  is  made  for  a  purpose,  and  with  an  ob- 
ject.  That  purpose  and  that  object  is,  to  enable  them  to  settle  their 
affairs,  and  to  comply  with  their  present  just  engagement.  What 
aflairs  have  they  to  settle?  What  present  just  engagements  have  they 
to  comply  with? 

In  the  construction  of  the  articles  of  a  treaty,  as  well  as  in  the 
construction  of  the  provisions  of  a  statute,  the  causes  which  gave  rise 
to  the  negotiation  of  the  one,  as  well  as  those  which  induced  the  enact- 
ment of  the  other,  must  always  be  taken  into  consideration.  The  wants, 
necessities,  and  obligations  of  a  people  are  the  usual  inducements  to 
the  enactment  of  a  law ;  so,  also,  the  wants,  necessities,  and  obliga- 
tions of  a  nation  are  the  inducements  that  give  rise  to  agreements  and 
compacts  between  nations.  In  order,  therefore,  to  arrive  at  the  proper 
construction  of  the  provisions  of  a  treaty,  where  there  is  cause  for  doubt 
in  consequence  of  ambiguities  in  the  lanffuage  of  such  provision,  we 
must  search  for  the  causes  which  induced  its  incorporation  and  adop- 
tion. Nor  can  we  ascertain  those  causes,  or  arrive  at  the  true  and 
equitable  intent  and  meaning  of  treaty  stipulations,  without  informing 
ourselves  of  the  habits,  customs,  and  pursuits  of  the  contracting  parties. 
When  we  have  thus  informed  ourselves,  we  are  prepared  to  go  a  step 
further.  The  cause  may  then  be  divined.  When  we  have  divined 
the  cause,  and  informed  ourselves  of  the  habits  or  pursuits  which  pro- 
duced it,  we  are  then,  and  only  then,  prepared  to  examirie  into  the  in- 
tention, purpose,  and  object  with  and  for  which  such  people  or  nation 
entered  into  the  compact.  Having  done  this,  we  proceed  to  the  ex- 
amination of  the  provisions  themselves,  and  place  upon  them  such  con- 
struction as  their  language  will  bear,  always  keeping  in  mind  the  cause 
or  causes  which  gave  rise  to  their  adoption. 

Let  us  direct  our  attention  for  a  moment  to  the  character,  habits, 
and  pursuits  of  the  Sioux  or  Dakota  Indians.  But  how  are  we  to  pro- 
core  this  information  ?  As  we  procure  a  knowledge  of  the  laws,  cus- 
toms, and  pursuits  of  other  nations  with  which  we  have  intercourse — 
by  their  histories.  The  habits  of  this  people  are  roving  and  uncivilized, 
tneir  pursuits  the  chase.  They  engage  in  neither  mecnanical,  nor  agri- 
cultural, commercial,  nor  scientific  pursuits.  Yet  they  rcquiie  food  and 
apparel.  The  pursuits  of  the  chase  are  inadequate  to  their  wants.  The 
proceeds  from  their  hunts  are  barely  sufficient  to  supply  with  necessa- 
ries those  who  actually  engage  in  them.  The  progress  of  the  age, 
and  the  extension  of  the  area  of  civilization,  encroaches  upon  them. 
The  homes  of  their  fathers  and  the  graves  in  which  rest  their  dust 
have  been  overrun.  They  thus  were  Drought  in  contact  with  civiliza- 
tion ;  and,  while  it  has  not  tended  to  their  improvement,  it  has  served 
to  teach  them  habits  which  were  before  unknown  to  them — habits  of 
indulging  in  comforts  and  luxuries  which  are  far  beyond  the  reach  of 
their  ordinary  means.  To  procure  these  things  they  must  obtain  cre- 
dits.   Those  who  trade  among  them  will  not  give  that  credit  to  an  in- 
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dividual  of  the  nation,  tor  ae  individuals  they  possess  nothing.  1 
comrorts  and  necessaries,  too,  are  equally  desirable  and  necessa 
all.  All  tilings  arc  in  common ;  their  laiids  are  held  in  common 
they  pledge  their  common  faith  aa  a  people  for  the  liauidaiion  o 
credit  tlicy  receive-  Thus  the  nation  hecomes  involved,  the  capii 
their  creditors  becomes  exhausted,  their  traders  are  unable  1od| 
fomish  them  with  their  necessary  supplies,  their  wants  cry  out  ti 
lief,  and  they  discuss  the  ways  and  means  to  supply  it.  They  re 
upon  a  plan.  They  will  sell  their  lands.  A  treaty  is  negoiialed 
a  provision  is  embraced  iu  it  to  this  efiect:  "  To  the  chiefs  of  said  h 
(or  nation,)  to  enable  them  to  tettle  their  affairs,  and  to  compii/  mtk 
present  juit  engagemetUi,  the  United  States  agree  to  pay  to  the  cbif 
said  bands  (or  nation)  the  sum  of  8250,000,  in  such  manner  a 
chiefs  siiall  hereafter  in  open  council  request."  What  muil  b 
plain  and  manitest  meaning,  purpose,  and  intention  of  that  laogi 
There  can  bo  but  one.  That  is,  to  enable  them  lo  pay  their  ( 
What  other  afTiurs,  what  other  engagements  could  be  contracted 
people  of  their  habits  than  obligations  of  indebtedness  ?  Thai  i 
the  plain  reading  of  the  provi»on,  it  appears  to  us,  no  person  can  < 
who  will  for  one  moment  glance  at  the  circumstances  of  the  peop! 

Id  addition  to  the  palpable  meaning  of,  and  deductions  from,  ttii 
guagc  of  the  treaties,  it  was  the  construction  placed  upon  them  b 
Indians  tliemselves  until  their  minds  were  misguided  and  abust 
artful  and  designing  men.  But  how  do  we  kno^v  that  they  so  cnni 
them?  Wl'  know  it  from  their  actions,  proof  of  which  is  to  be  fuu 
the  testimony  of  almost  every  witness  that  was  upon  the  fitaad. 

Immediately  after  the  signing  of  the  treaty  ol'  Mendota,  iJie  1 
paykootays  showed  the  construction  they  placed  upon  the  provi 
of  that  treaty,  by  executing  to  H.  H.  Sibley,  and  others,  a  paper  g 
direction  lo  the  »um  of  »90,000,  a  part  of  the  »100,000  set  aiKirt,  i 
the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty,  "iii  enable  thi 
settle  their  aflairs  and  comply  with  their  present  just  ciigagcnie 
the  remaining  $20,000  was  to  be  reserved,  and  was  reserved,  to  re 
and  subsist  them.  The  afiairs  settled  and  the  eng:agemenis  m 
them  was  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  to  then-  traders. 

The  McdayimkaiUoani  likewise  assembled  in  council  immcdi 
after  the  treaty  to  make  distribution  among  their  licenced  iradi 
*70,000|  a  part  of  the  8110,000  named  in  the  first  clause  of  the  t 
article  of  then-  treaty,  to  enable  them  to  settle  their  atliiirs  and  co 
with  their  just  engagements,  &c.  They  met  a  second  time,  h; 
previously  determined  upon  the  plan  of  distribution,  and  proceed 
name  over  their  several  traders,  and  determine  upon  the  iimouot 
was  to  receive.  Having  completed  the  list,  it  was  discovered  tb: 
aggregate  sum  distributed  amounted  to  more  than  double  the  an 
at  their  disposal,  and  none  of  the  chiefs  being  willing  to  less<.'ii  < 
duce  the  amount  he  wished  to  be  paid  to  his  own  particuLu-  trade: 
council  adjourned  without  having  consummated  the  object  for  wh 
was  called,  still  they  show  their  intention  just  as  plainly  as  if  tb 
tribution  had  been  perfected. 

At  Traverse  des  Sioux  they  meet  in  council  after  the  trea^ 
**  Traders'  Paper"  have  been  signed,  and  distribute  $40,000  a 
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275 ,000  named  in  their  treaty  to  enable  them  to  settle  their  affairs 
and  conaply  with  their  present  just  engiigements  to  their  half-breed  rela- 
tives. Pnor  to  this  tney  had  fully  directed  the  traders  to  distribute 
among  themselves,  to  suit  themselves,  as  we  have  before  fully  and 
conclusively  shown,  the  sum  of  $210,000  taken  from  the  same  fund. 
These  distributions  gave  direction  to  the  whole  fund  named  in  both 
treaties,  except  the  $65,000  reserved  for  their  removal  and  subsistance, 
and  a  sufficient  direction  was  riven  to  this  by  the  circumstance  of 
leaving  it  unappropriated,  when  their  removal  and  subsistence  was  yet 
unprovided  for  directly. 

Alexis  Bailhj  testifies  that  the  Medaywakantoans  demanded  of  the 
commissioners  that  $90,000  should  be  allowed  in  the  treaty  for  debt 

James  Wells  testifies,  that  the  Indians,  during  the  negotiations  of  the 
treaty  of  Mendota,  twice  rejected  propositions  made  to  them  by  the 
commissioners  as  the  basis  of  a  treaty,  because  they  contained  no 
provisions  for  tlie  payment  of  their  debts  to  their  traders. 

Philander  PrcscoU  testifies  that  "  he  was  interpreter  at  a  council 
held  at  Mendota,  in  1851,  between  the  Indians  and  commissioners, 
^jvhen  a  provision  of  $110,000  was  made  for  the  Medaywakantoans. 
It  was  intended,  a  jyortion  of  it  for  their  traders  and  a  portion  for 
their  removal  and  subsistence,  and  tlie  Indians  so  understood  it  at  the 
time." 

It  will  be  proper  to  remark  here,  that  the  portion  of  Mr.  Prescott's, 
here  quoted,  is  not  upon  the  notes  of  evidence  kept  by  the  commission- 
ers. They  liad  taken  it  down,  but  on  reflection  erased  it,  as  they  did 
much  other  evidence  of  the  same  kind  which  was  directly  exculpa- 
tory of  Governor  Ramsey*s  conduct.  Testimony  of  this  character 
Avas  most  important  to  show  the  motive  in  Governor  Ramsey's  doings 
in  the  premises,  but  was  always  erased.  The  commissioners'  notes 
and  the  notes  of  Governor  Ramsey's  council  also  differ  in  many  im- 
portant particulars.  This  arises  from  various  reasons.  In  the  first 
place  the  counsel  took  down  oil  the  witness  said  in  explanation  of 
some  general  remark.  It  was  taken  at  once,  and  they  did  not  want  to 
see  if  the  answer  was  either  important  or  relevant,  and  then  depend 
on  memory  for  its  correctness.  In  the  second  place,  the  tvords  of  the 
vritness  were  used,  and  not  icords  which  it  appearcul  would  just  do  as 
vrell  and  meant  the  same  thing.  In  the  third  place,  much  that  has 
been  erased  from  the  commissioners'  notes  remain  upon  the  face  of 
the  manuscript  of  the  counsel,  but  generally  with  notes  explanatory. 
But  to  return  to  the  subject : 

Mr.  H.  H.  Sibley  le?stifies  that  the*  Indisms  at  Traverse  des  Sioux 
niade  a  proposition  of  the  amount  they  were  willing  to  allow  their 
traders — ^that  the  proposition  was  reduced  to  writing  by  himself,  and 
was  the  amount  the  commissioners  were  wUling  to  allowy  and  the  same 
amount  that  was  subseqvently  embraced  in  the  treaty.  That  the  Med-ay- 
toah'kanrtoans^  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  at  Mendota,  understood  and  tn- 
(ended  the  $90,000  Jl/r  the  payment  of  their  debts,  .'uid  frequently  so  ex- 
pressed t/iemsclves  to  him,  uj)  till  within  a  %hort  period  of  (he  payment ;  that 
something  was  said  about  it  being  in  the  treaty  ;  and  the  $90,000,  re- 
ferred to  by  them,  vxis  set  apart  out  of  the  $110,000  named  in  the  treaty t 
for  the  foyment  of  their  debts. 
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Dr.  Thomas  Fostbb,  tlie  secretary  of  ibe  commissioD,  tt 
Thai  he  was  present  during  thi'  iit-gotration  of  both  the  treaty 
verse  (ii'u  Sioux  and  Mendota ;  that  he  was  also  at  the  payi 
Traverst^  des  Sioux  ;  that  at  both  places,  the  acknotcledgnuHl  oj 
cdneu  by  the  Indians  to  their  traders  was  made  in  the  presenc 
cominissinntTs,  as  was  likewise  their  agreement  to  pay  dial  in 
ncas;  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  payment  he  heard  a'lnrgt  mo 
the  chirfi  present  express  their  desire  to  pat/  their  debts  to  ihai 
M  ihe  mamier  lltey  ia.re  paid  by  Gocemor  Ramtey. 

Franklin  Steel  testifies  that  he  heard  a  number  of  the  chiefs 
MoDilota  and  Trjiversc,  give  directions  to  Governor  Ram^ft 
their  traders  in  open  council ;  and  that  he  heard  others  say  ti 
given  such  directions,  its  No-gho-po-tan,  Wah-ah-noh-tah,  Sleep 
(tnil  otiiers. 

Thus,  Iroiii  die  ttstimiAiy  of  witnesses  called  by  the  governr 
well  as  by  those  called  by  Governor  Ramsey,  the  position  is 
and  indisputably  sustained,  that  the  scverul  funds  paid  nut  bv  G 
Ramsey  were  paid  according  to  the  construction  the  lodiarij 
upon  their  treaties,  and  according  to  their  unanimous  wish  an 
tion  at  the  time  of  those  treaties,  as  well  as  subsequently  to  th< 
up  till  within  a  short  lime  of  the  payment.  Why  there  was  a 
cam';  over  iheir  intentions  at  the  period  it  was  first  maiirli'5 
tliink  has  been  conclusively  shown,  from  the  cotemporaneijus  i 
stances.  And  we  feel  thoroughly  c-ouvinced  that,  bad  it  not  I 
the  bad  advisors  and  prompters  they  found  in  the  whire  rnt 
sought  to  gel  possession  of  their  funds,  ihey  would  never  ha' 
diSf^alisHcd ;  and  an  idea  that  any  wrong  was  done  or  (riiu 
petrated  in  the  whole  transaction,  would  never  have  been  cnle 
tor  :i  single  moment  by  any  man. 

We  will  nuote  a  few  more  statements  of  witnesses,  for  the  | 
of  allaying  tlie  doubts  of  those  who  may  bo  more  sceptical  tli; 
are  generally  pR-sumed  to  be. 

Maktin  McLeoi>'s  testimony  is:  ThatJ'rom  the  firm,  the  ludv 
foT  iiicoqwruring  in  their  Ireatiet  a  provision  expressly  for  the  ]ic 
iheir  debts ;  that  die  upper  Indians  siud  ihey  knew  their  <Icbls  v 
more  than  tlic  commissioners  vx>uld  be  icU/ing  to  allow,  showing  t 
coiiiiiiissioners  were  fully  aware  of  the  object  of  that  provision,  a 
die  IndiiUis  intended  it  lor  the  paymtsnl  ol'thfdr  debts. 

Joseph  R.  Bkown  testifies :  That  the  traders  were  frcquem 
by  tlk>  Indians  with  pro|)ositions  lor  the  consideration  of  the  c 
sioners ;  that  the  liist  one  made  through  the  tratlers  to  iheni  w 
Uie  Indians  would  sign  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  iSioux,  if  the 
paid  $50,000  cash  annuities ;  $400,000  for  iheir  traders  and  half 
(*;JOO,000  to  go  U)  the  traders  and  $100,000  to  the  halfbreec 
$20,000  lor  removal  and  subsisietice ;  that  the  commissioners  i 
and  proposed  in  return  $40,000  cash  annuities ;  8260,000  /or  li 
tiers  and  hoff-brceds  ;  and  $25,000  ibr  removal  and  subsistence ;  I 
Indians  agreed  to  this,  and  directed  the  traders  to  divide  $i 
among  themselves,  and  thai  they  would  divide  die  *40,000  rei 
iunong  their  halt-breeds — both  of  which  were  done  on  the  game  i 
of  the  treaty  ;  that  the  "  Orphan "  and  "  Sleepy  Eyes "  botl 
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speeches  in  the  council,  referring  distinctly  to  the  provision  they  had 
just  made  for  the  payment  of  their  traders ;  and  these  allusions  had 
reference  to  either  tne  treaty  or  the  "  Traders'  Paper,"  to  which  one  of  the 
two,  or  whether  to  both,  is  entirely  immaterial. 

Rev.  S.  R.  RiGGS  testifies,  upon  his  cross-exiuiiination  by  the  a)m- 
missioners,  that  he  was  one  of  the  interpreters  at  the  treaty  ;  that  the 
Indians  were  uniformly  given  to  understand,  at  the  time  of  the  treaty, 
and  did  understand  that  the  $275,000  mentioned  in  the  treat}' — ^lessthe 
amount  sufficient  for  their  removal  and  subsistence — was  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  traders  and  half-breeds  alone,  and  that  they  (Indians)  had  no 
further  control  over  it ;  and  that  it  was  subsequently  pjiid  by  Governor 
Ramsey,  according  to  the  common  understanding  of  ihe  treaty  at  the 
time  it  was  made. 

Mr.  Eliggs  is  a  minister  of  the  gospel;  has  resided  long  among  these 
Indians  ;  is  a  man  of  superior  intelhgence ;  writes,  spetidks,  and  under- 
stands the  Dakota,  and  therefore  fully  qualified  in  every  respect  to 
speak  understandingly  relative  to  these  matters,  so  far  as  they  come 
under  his  observation.  But  it  may  be  asked,  why  does  his  testimony 
stand  isolated  and  alone  in  regard  to  these  facts  whicli  he  has  stated  ? 
That  question  is  easily  answered.  We  were  at  all  times  anxious  to 
prove  tne  whole  of  the  facts  connected  with  these  treaties  and  pay- 
ments, that  had  a  tendency  to  (ducidate  them,  but  wc»re  uniformly  ex- 
cluded from  giving  any  testimony  of  the  negotiations  between  chiefs, 
commissioners,  and  traders,  that  referred  to  the  treaties  or  any  of  their  pro- 
visions. There  was  not  a  single  witness  whom  we  supposed  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  facts  similar  to  those  proved  by  Mr.  Riggs,  that  we  did 
not  attempt  to  show  these  things  by,  but  were  not  permitted.  We 
could  have  proved  the  same  facts  by  at  least  a  dozen  witnesses  of  un- 
questionable veracity.  We  ofiJjred  to  do  so.  Our  offers  were  over- 
ruled, and  not  even  a  note  made  of  the  offer  or  exclusion.  This  was 
wrong  as  to  the  ruling,  and  unjust  and  unfair  towards  Governor  Ram- 
sey, because  it  deprived  him  of  material  facts,  and  left  an  unlavorable 
inference ;  and,  finally,  calling  out  the  same  testimony  from  the  next  to 
the  last  witness  who  was  to  be  examined,  strengthened  the  inference 
that  we  could  not  prove  it  by  any  of  the  other  witnesses,  or  we  would 
have  done  so. 

We  make  this  statement  in  this  connexion,  as  the  only  means  left  us 
of  bringing  a  knowledge  of  tlicse  facts  to  those  who  may  have  to  exam- 
ine the  testimony  taken  by  the  commissioners,  and  do  it  for  the  purpose 
of  exphiining  what  otherwise  might  appear  singular. 

In  reviewing  these  hist  charges,  we  have  rather  directed  attention  to 
the  t(*stimony  than  to  the  charges,  and  think  we  liave  sustained  our  po- 
sition by  the  evidence  in  all  cases ;  and  although  a  demand  is  admit- 
ted to  have  been  made  by  '*  Red  Iron  "  and  "  Limping  Devil "  above, 
and  by  "  Wabashaw"  and  **Clou(i  Man  **  below,  yet  we  htive  clearly 
shown  that  Governor  Ramsey  never  made  the  signing  of  receipts  or 
vouchers,  or  the?  payment  of  the  Indians'  debts  to  their  traders,  a  con- 
dition to  the  payment  of  annuities  or  the  release  of  the  prisoners  in  Fort 
Snelling. 

With  the  same  certainty  it  has  been  shown  that  the  interpretation 
and  construction  of  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  in  botli  treaties, 
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X  made  by  Me-day-wa-kan-toans  upon  Governor  Ramsey,  for  the  payment 
It  of  the  money  due  under  the  treaty  into  their  own  hands,  and  the  only 
If  instance  which  it  is  even  pretended  amounted  to  a  demand, "  Wabashaw" 
If  alone  desired  the  money  to  be  so  paid,  tv/iile  a  ftdl  majority  of  the  whole 
f  seven  bands  asked  that  it  might  be  paid  to  the  traders,  in  satisfaction  of 
their  debts.  This  was  done  in  open  council,  where  six  out  of  the  seven 
chiefs  were  present ;  and  was  in  itself  a  full  direction  to  Governor 
,  Ramsey  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  desired  the  money  to  be  paid. 
Had  he  seen  proper,  therefore,  he  might,  without  citlier  blame  or  cen- 
8ure;»  havo  taken  this  as  a  final  direction,  and  gone  on  and  paid  out 
the  .money  under  it.  But,  although  the  direction  to  pay  the  ^70,000 
was  unequivocal,  he  had  no  desire  to  receive  it  as  an  expression  of  the 
whole  of  the  bands,  but  wished  them  not  only  to  be  satisfied  but  unan- 
imous in  their  request.  Therefore,  after  the  speakers  had  concluded, 
and  he  had  declined  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  "  Wabashaw,":he 
told  them,  that  under  no  circumstances  could  he  pay  them  the  whole  of 
their  money  unless  he  should  receive  other  instructions  fiom  their  Great 
Father  at  Washington ;  that  if  they  did  not  agree  and  direct  him  to  pay 
the  money  according  to  the  evident  intention,  and  for  the  purpose  ex- 
pressed in  their  treaty,  he  would  be  obliged  to  carry  it  back  again  to 
their  Great  Father.  He  told  them,  as  there  was  division  and  disagree- 
ment among  themselves,  relative  to  the  manner  in  whir^h  their  money 
should  be  paid,  to  get  together  and  endeavor  to  come  to  some  distinct 
and  united  understanding  in  regard  to  it ;  tliat  as  honest  men  they  ought 
not  to  try  and  divert  that  money  from  tlie  purpose  for  which  it  was 
given  to  them,  but  ought  to  pay  their  just  debts,  which  they  so  often  ad- 
mitted, and  knew  to  be  justly  due  ;  that  he  would  advise  them  to  pay 
^0,000  to  their  traders  ;  divide  $20,000  among  their  hfdf-brecd  rela- 
tives, and  direct  him  to  retain  the  remaining  $20,000  for  their  removal 
and  subsistence ;  that  this  would  be  acting  like  honest  men  ought  to 
act,  and  he  would,  therefore,  adjourn  the  council  in  the  hope  that  they 
ivould  soon  come  to  some  positive  agreement  and  understanding  among 
themselves.  This  was  the  last  time  any  demand  was  made  for  the 
hand  money  due  them  under  the  treaty.  Subsequently,  however,  on 
the  evening  that  "  Wabashaw"  and  **  Wakootay"  sent  for  him  to  come, 
that  they  might  sign  a  receipt  and  directions  for  the  $90,000,  "  Wa- 
bashaw"  asked  him  for  their  proportion  of  the  removal  and  subsistence 
fund.  He  replied  to  him,  diat  he  would  pay  them  their  proportion  of 
the  $20,000  to  be  distributed  by  them  among  their  half-breeds,  but  that 
he  could  not  pay  them  the  other.  He  then  asked  them  for  what  purpose 
they  had  sent  for  him,  and  if  they  liad  come  to  any  understanding  in 
r^ard  to  tlie  payment  of  the  $70,000  to  their  traders  If  They  told  him 
they  wished  to  consult  further  between  themselves  first.  After  an  hour 
or  more  of  consultation  among  themselves  and  their  li(^ad-men  and 
braves,  they  sent  for  him,  told  him  they  had  dc^termined  to  sign  the 
receipt  for  $90,000,  out  of  which  they  desired  him  to  pa3'  $70,000 
to  their  traders,  and  $20,000  to  the  chiefs.  He  replied  he  would  do  it, 
and  they  signed  the  voucher  directing  him  to  pay  hinci  out  accordingly. 
But  tlie  signing  of  the  receipts  will  be  dwelt  upon  hereafter  under  their 
appropriate  head,  when  we  come  to  consider  those  from  the  upper  as 
well  as  the  lower  bands. 
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The  circumstsnces  recited  in  connexion  with  the  demands  sai 
upon  Governor  Ramsey  by  "Wabashaw"  and  "  Wiikootay,"  that  4 
money  be  pitid  into  tlieir  own  hands  on  the  one  part,  and  the  reque 
nuidc  by  "Good  Road,"  "Bad  Hail,"  "Medicine  Bottle,"  and"Lin 
Six's  brothers,"  that  it  be  paid  to  the  traders  on  the  other,  are  all 
proof  in  tlie  testimony  o1  Prescott,  Forbes,  and  Faribault,  inleqiretei 
and  8tecl,  Sibley,  McLean,  and  others,  who  were  present  in  tbo 
councils. 

But  it  may  be  sai<l  that  Governor  Ranisey  should  have  paid  6 
money  into  their  own  liands  at  once,  and  upon  the  first  demano  byai 
of  the  chiefs.  Such  a  posidon  is  easily  refuted,  for,  under  Dodrcmi 
stances,  could  he  have  done  so  without  a  palpable  violabon  of  t! 
plainest  provision  of  the  treaty. 

We  hold,  and  we  hold  rightly,  that  had  even  a  majority  of  the  chii 
made  this  demimd,  or  had  the  demand  been  unajiimous,  Goveni 
Ramsey  woul<l  have  been  guilty  of  highly  improper  condncl  haJ 
complied  witli  such  demand.  It  has  never  been  pretended  that  be  d 
wrong  in  relauting  the  S20,000  remoral  and  subsUtence  fund;  od  the  co 
trary  il  has  been  made  the  subject  of  a  distinct  charge,  that  he  did  e 
rctam  enough.  By  what  right,  authority,  construction,  or  process 
rcaaoning,  could  he  have  retained  and  appropriated  the  remoTal  a 
subsistence  fund,  and  been  obliged  to  pay  the  remaining  J90,0 
of  the  lower  bands,  and  8250,000  of  the  upper,  into  the  faao 
of  the  Indiunst  The  fiind  under  both  treaties  is  a  unit.  The  h 
guagc  allowing  it  and  expressing  the  objects  for  which  the 
lowancc  was  made  is  identical,  and  it  is  the  same  in  both  trran 
There  is  no  di!*linction  made  in  the  act  of  Congress  by  which  it  w 
appropriated.  The  whole  fund  remained  a  unit  until  the  action  of  i 
c-meft  ended  it;  one  part  of  it  being  left  by  the  treaties  just  as  subjt 
to  the  subsequi-nt  direction  of  the  chiefs  as  the  other ;  both  to  be  ps 
to  the  chiefs  as  they  shall  thereafter  ill  open  council  direct.  Then  wl 
may  it  be  asked,  would  he  l)e  obliged  or  authorized  to  retain  one  p 
of  the  funds,  a  unit  in  itself,  appropriated  by  tlie  same  language  in  i 
same  provision  of  the  Ircaties,  and  obliged  to  pay  out  the  other  witbi 
the  direction,  or  in  the  absence  of  the  chiefs? 

By  what  rule  of  law,  or  by  what  rule  of  justice,  equity,  or  canm 
sense,  can  two  antagonistic  obligations,  equally  binding,  be  created 
the  same  provision  and  the  *!anie  language  of  the  eiunt'.  treaty?  & 
allege  is  simply  ridiculous. 

But  it  may  he  said  that,  as  superintendent  of  Indian  aflfhirs,  it  « 
his  duty  lo  see  that  the  Indians  rem<jved  and  subsisted  themseh 
upon  this  fund,  and  without  any  further  cost  or  expense  to  the  Uml 
States.  This  position  would  be  well  taken..  It  was  his  du^  to  do 
But  docs  that  change  or  alter,  or  affect  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
the  treadcs?  llnquestionably  not.  Then  whj',  if  it  does  not  ailect  i 
rule  of  construction,  would  he  have  been  culpable  had  he  not  retair 
the  removal  and  subfistence  fund,  if  it  was  obligatory  upon  hiratof 
'   ,v  the  balance  into  thft  hands  of  the  Indians?    His  duty  as  superintendc 

not  affecting  the  construction  of  the  provision,  we  confess  our  inabil 
to  niake  the  disdnction. 

'From  a  yeTwasii  of  tUt  treaties,  as  well  as  from  the  incidents  wh 
"Oay  be  saiA  \d  \va."se  \>ecft  a.  ■§««.  <a^  "iwc  \«^SQ.'»S«si!a,  tsC  those  treali 
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the  object  and  purpose  of  the  allowance  of  the  $276,000  in  the  one 
case,  and  of  the  8110,000  in  the  other,  must  be  abundantly  manifest 
That  they  must  be  construed  to  mean  for  the  payment  of  their  debts, 
as  well  as  for  their  removal  and  subsistence,  must  be  equally  evident. 
But  how  are  we  to  overcome  that  other  clause,  *'to  be  paid  as  the 
chiefs  shall  in  open  council  request?  The  intention  and  purpose  of  the 
provisions  are  plain,  but  the  manner  of  applying  the  fund  to  those  pur- 
poses is  the  stumbUng  block. 

As  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.  Governor  Ramsey  was  pre- 
sumed to  know — what  it  was  his  duty  to  know — the  wants,  habits,  and 
characteristics  of  tlie  Indians.  He  calls  together  the  Indians,  after  his 
return  with  the  money,  for  the  purpose  of  councilling  with  them  in  re- 
gard to  the  manner  in  which  the  money  is  to  be  disbursed.  They  meet 
in  council.  He  explains  to  them  what  he  understands  to  be  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  1st  clause  of  the  4th  article  of  their  treaties : 
that  the  $260,000  in  the  one  case,  and  the  8110,000  in  the  other  case, 
therein  named,  is  intended  for  the  payment  of  their  debts  to  their 
traders,  and  for  their  removal  and  subsistence.  He  is  met  on  the  very 
threshhold  by  a  demand  from  "Red  Iron,"  party  to  the  one  treaty,  and 
*•  Cloud  Man"  of  the  other,  for  the  whole  of  their  money,  that  they  may 
do  with  it  as  they  pleased.  What  inference  is  deducible  from  this  de- 
mand after  the  explanations  they  have  received  ?  What  information 
does  it  convey  to  the  mind  of  Governor  Ramsey?  The  inference  is 
irresistible  that  they  wish  to  divert  the  fund  from  its  legitimate  purpose, 
and  the  demand  itself  is  sufficient  evidence;  to  bring  that  knowledge 
home  to  Governor  Ramsey. 

Knowing  their  character  and  habits,  he  is,  by  that  knowledge,  aware 
of  the  fact,  that  if  the  money  was  paid  into  their  hands,  every  dollar  of 
it  would  be  uselessly  and  foolishly  expended  and  squandered.  Under 
these  circumstances,  what  is  it  his  duty  to  do  ?  To  pay  it  to  them, 
and  thus  aid  them  in  defeating  the  objects  of  their  treaties?  Certainly 
not!  Is  it  his  duty  to  afford  them  the  certain  and  inevitable  means  of 
violating  their  most  solemn  pledges — ^the  violation  of  their  national 
faith?  No!  as  a  faithful  officer  and  as  an  upright  man,  he  is  bound  to 
refuse  compHance  to  their  defnand.  But  this  brings  us  back  to  the 
same  difficulty:  By  what  authority  did  he  refuse?  He  refused,  firstly, 
from  the  construction  he  put  upon  the  treaty  in  connexion  with  what  he 
conceived  to  be  his  duty  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs;  and, 
secondly,  on  the  authority  of  his  letter  of  instructions  from  the  Indian 
office,  at  Washington.  See  Senate  Document  29,  part  ii,  pages  12 
and  13,  which  is  as  follows : 

"FamiUar  as  you  are  with  the  provisions  of  these  treaties,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  give  you  detailed  instructions  in  regard  to  the  funds  now 
placed  in  your  hands.  Had  the  treaties  been  ratified  as  originally 
made,  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  the  reservations  provided  for  them 
"would  have  been  reouired  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  payment  of 
said  funds ;  but  the  delay  occasioned  by  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  consequently  suflfering  condition  of  the  Indians,  in  connexion 
tcUh  other  interests  involved^  may  render  it  expedient  to  dispense,  in  some 
measure,  with  this  condition,  and  to  pay  out  a  portion  of  the  funds  in 
advance  of  the  entire  removal  of  the  Indians.    You  will  be  governed 
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by  a  sound  discretion  in  regard  to  this  matter,  talking  care  to  prov 
enectually  for  their  removal  during  the  next  year,  and  for  tlieir  sub 
teiici^  as  contemplated  by  the  treaties.  The  subsistence  and  prese 
furnished  the  Inchans  while  you  were  engaged  in  obtaining  their  ase 
to  the  junendments  of  the  Senate,  may,  as  you  su^rgest,  be  paid  ou 
the  funds  provided  for  the  first  year's  subsistence." 

This  letter  does  not  merely  leave  this  matter  to  the  discretion 
Governor  Ramsey,  but  it  actually  puts  a  construction  on  the  trea 
for  his  guidance.  The  reference  made  to  "oMcr  interests  inroheJT'  y 
clearly  intended  to  be  understoiKl  as  directing  Governor  Ramsey's 
tention  to  tlie  settlement  of  the  affairs  and  the  compliance  with  the  j 
engagements  of  the  Indians ;  their  engagements  to  those  with  wh 
they  traded,  and  to  whom  he  knew  them  to  have  obligated  themael^ 
from  the  language  of  the  treaties.  What  is  to  be  implied  from 
phrase  "just  engagements,"  when  used  in  connexion  with  the  aUi 
ance  of  money  ?  Does  it  not  imply  a  moneyed  obligation,  and  \s  it 
equivalent  to  *'pay?"  The  word  "pay"  is  always  associated  i 
**  debt ;"  hence  the  conclusion  in  tliis  matter,  that  tJie  word  "  enga 
monts"  was  used  as  the  synouj-m  of  "debts." 

Under  these  circumstances  to  which  the  commissioner  reverts  in 
letter  of  instructions,  he  says  they  "  may  render  it  expedient  U>  dispc 
in  some  measure  with  the  condition  precedent  to  the  payment  of « 
funds."  This  condition  is  embraced  in  the  provisions  of  the  treat 
and  is  just  as  obUgatory  as  any  pint  or  portion  of  them;  and  yet,un 
the  construction  given  to  it  by  the  government,  that  "  may  be  in  j 
measure  dispensed  with."  Thus  clearly  and  pointedlj*  indicating 
Governor  Ramsey  that  an  equitable,  and  not  a  strictly  literal  caimi 
tion,  in  any  event,  should  be  placed  upon  these  treaties. 

Then  again,  he  charges  hun  to  be  careful  "  to  provide  effectually 
their  removal  next  year,  and  their  subsistence  as  contemplated  by  the  tretui 
What  provision  does  the  commissioner  intend  shall  be  made  to  im 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  these  Indians?  He  evidently  wc 
not,  in  order  "  to  provide  effectually^^  for  these  objects,  desire  that 
money  should  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians.  It  must  then 
that  he  intended  that  Governor  Ramsey  should  retain  a  sufficient  i 
for  these  objects,  and  that  he  should  use  a  sound  discretion  in  doinfl 
and  that  such  a  course  was  "  contemplated  by  the  treaties."  But  u 
is  still  ;mother  clause  of  this  letter,  which  does  not  depend  upoD 
fluences,  and  in  which  the  language  is  neither  uncertain  or  euuiTO 
He  is  ordered  to  pay,  out  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  (una,  fix* 
subsistence  and  presents  given  to  the  Indiims  while  assembled  for 
purpose  of  obtidnhig  their  assent  to  the  amendments  of  the  Sea 
Here  is  a  positive  direction.  He  is  to  paj'  a  part  of  this  fund,  not  i 
the  hands  of  the  chiefs — not  to  the  chiefs  as  they  shall  in  open  coui 
request,  in  accordance  with  the  strict  letter  of  the  treaties,  but  ibr  fl 
pUes  and  presents  furnished  them  while  engaged  in  getting  their  ai 
tion  to  the  amendments.  This  is  to  he  paid  out  of  the  removal  ft 
not  to  the  Indians,  but  to  those  who  suppUed  the  articles  presents 
them. 

What  is  to  be  inferred  fmm  these  positive  instnictiona  9  lait 
that  these  moneys  are  to  be  disbursed,  not  according  to  the  sliiet 
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ter-Hhat  U,  paying  the  money  lo  the  chiefs,  if  they  so  request,  but  the 
true  and  equitable  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  provisions  of  those  trea- 
ties ?  Such  is  our  construction,  and  we  thinK  such  must  be  the  con- 
struction and  inference  of  all  who  examine  the  contents  of  this  letter.  We 
do  not,  however,  rely  upon  this  position,  or  upon  this  letter  ol*  instruc- 
tions, positive  as  it  is  in  terms,  although  there  can  be  no  question  of 
tlieir  projMiety ;  but  we  do  rely  upon  the  construction  of  the  treaty  it- 
self taken  in  conjunction  Avith  Governor  Ramsey's  duties  and  obhga- 
nons  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs. 

Let  us  then  recur  to  the  view  slightly  alluded  to  before  quoting  the 
letter  rf  Mr.  Commissioner  Lea.  We  held  that  the  fact  of  a  demand 
being  made  was  sufficient  evidence  to  Governor  Ramsey,  tliat  the  In- 
dians intended  to  divert  the  fund  from  what  he  considered  was  its  le- 
citimato  purpose.  We  hold  so  still,  and  also  hold  that  possessing  such 
Knowledge,  it  was  obligatory  upon  him  to  retain  the  fvnds  intended  to 
be  diverted  in  liis  ovm  possession,  if  not,  to  disburse  them.  But  as 
supenntendent  of  Indian  affairs,  he  was,  to  all  intents  and  puri)oses, 
their  guardian,  and  is  so  recognized  b}'  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  they 
his  wacds.  As  the  guardian  of  these  people,  he  was  necessarily  in- 
formed of  their  wants,  necessities,  and  engagements.  The  treaties 
madb  by  these  wards  with  the  government  of  the  United  States  con- 
tained provisions  in  which  were  named  specific  sums  of  money,  in* 
tended  to  be  appropriated  for  certain  purposes.  Knowing  that  the 
money  would  be  squandered  if  paid  into  their  hands,  and  the  objects 
of  the  treaties  defeated,  was  he  not  bound,  as  their  guardian,  to  pre- 
vent, if  within  his  power  to  do  so,  the  useless  and  objectless  waste  of 
these  funds,  and  to  see  them  appropriated  to  tlie  purpose  for  which 
they  were  embraced  in  the  treaties?  This  duty  was  just  as  obligatory 
upon  him,  as  if  he  had  been  the  proper  legally  appointed  guardian  of 
a  minor,  to  whom  had  been  left  a  legacy  for  a  specific  purpose,  to  see 
that  it  was  appropriated  to  tlie  object  intended  by  the  testator.  The 
rule  that  would  govern  in  the  case  supposed,  would  be  his  proper  rule 
of  action  in  all  matters  of  a  similar  analagous  character,  in  nis  rela- 
tions with  the  Indians.  Such  is  the  law,  and  such  is  tlie  duty  imposed 
open  all.  those  who  hold  such  relation  to  others.  But  Governor  Ram- 
sey held  to  these  Indians  a  two-fold  relation ;  he  was  both  guardian 
and  trustee,  and  as  such,  no  matter  how  he  obtained  his  information^ 
that  the  Indians  would  missmpropriato  their  money  ii^  paid  to  them,  it 
was  his  duty  to  withhold  it  from  them. 

His  duty,  likewise,  to  the  government,  whose  agent  he  was,  as  super- 
intendent, required  him  to  see  that  its  interests  were  not  prejudiced; 
aody  therefore,  he  was  obliged  to  withhold  from  their  hands,  at  least, 
a.aufl^ent  amoimt  to  provide  effectually  for  the  removal  of  the  IndianSf 
and  their  subsistence  for  one  year.  The  Indians  were  to  remove,  and. 
aithsist  themselves,  without  any  further  cost  or  expense  to  the  United 
Stales-— and  if  he  had  paid  this  money  into  their  hands,  not  one  dollar 
of  it  would  have  been  applied  to  that  purpose.  This  was  tlie  view  of 
Grovemor  Ramsey,  and  such  is  the  testimony  of  every  white  witness 
kiU  cf^9  who  has  been  before  the  investigating  commissioners:  and  this 
fliii^le  exception  was  brought  here  yrom  the  Mmouri  to  testily  to  that  fact* 
and  alio  to  the  fact,  that  the  Indians  were  not  only  truthful  meoi  hut 
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more  so  than  white  men ! !  Governor  Ramsey  "was  therefore  bot 
refuse  compliance  with  the  demand  of  the  three  or  four  chief 
wished  the  money  paid  to  lliem  to  expend  as  they  pleased,  h 
done  otherwise  than  refuse,  he  would  have  faifed  in  his  duty 
government,  whose  agent  he  ^va9;  he  would  have  failed  in  his  il 
the  Indians,  whose  guardian  he  was ;  and  he  w^ould  have  tailed 
duty  to  the  creditors  of  the  Indians,  who  had  lent  their  aid  to  ih 
crnment  in  the  negotiations  of  these  treaties — without  whose  in£ 
no  treaties  could  liave  been  made,  and  for  whose  benefit,  mainly, 
sums  of  money  were  allowed  in  tlie  treaties.  These  facts  were  i 
to  him.  He  was  one  of  the  commissioners,  and  the  Commissia 
Indian  Affairs  instructed  him  to  be  governed  by  that  knowledge, 
else  could  he  mean  by  using  the  language  "Famiiiar  a»  yon  an  u 
prxnuiont  of  these  treatiet,  it  m  vnneceaary  to  give  you  detailed  uutrte 
&c.  i  It  could  mean  but  one  thing — that,  as  he  had  been  commi 
er,  he  knew  the  intention  of  those  provisions,  and  the  funds  plai 
his  hands  were  to  carry  out  those  intentions.  He  did  t;arry  tbet 
and,  in  doing  so,  performed  his  duty.  Had  he  done  otherwise,  it ' 
have  been  a  gross  violation,  tor  which  he  would  have  deservi 
severest  censure. 

There  is  sdll  another  reason  wliy  he  was  obliged  to  do  as  he  d 
The  "imperative  necessities  of  the  Indians  required  it"  It  w 
duty,  in  consequence  of  the  relations  he  held  to  the  Indians,  to 
watch  over  their  welfare,  and  provide  for  their  necessides.  H 
the  difficulties  which  divided  their  councils,  and  the  dangers  ■ 
threatened,  if  so  large  an  amount  of  money  was  placed  in  tbeir  h 
Fighting  and  bloodshed  would  have  been  the  result;  and  diia 
testimony  of  a  number  of  witnesses,  who  have  long  resided  amor 
Indians,  and  who  arc  familiar  with  all  their  habits.  But  it  may  b 
that  the  manner  of  payment  in  cases  of  this  kind,  or  under  ci 
stances  of  this  character  requires  the  direction  of  the  President 
is  error.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  superintendent,  and  he  is  the  offi 
control  matters  of  this  kind.  The  act  of  August  30,  1852,  do 
embrace  payments  of  ibis  kind.  This  forms  one  of  the  exoe| 
named  in  that  act,  and  excluded  from  its  general  operation.  Tb 
contemplates  none  but  payments  per  capita,  ana  excludes  all 
where,  by  treaty  stipulation,  money  is  to  be  paid  in  bulk,  or 
chiefs.  Payment  to  the  chiefs  is  not  payment  ^r  capita;  payroe: 
capita  means  payment  to  each  individual  of  the  band  or  nation. 

Besides  this  it  has  £ilway3  been,  and  is  yet,  the  policy  of  the  gc 
ment  not  to  pay  large  sums  of  money  directly  to  the  Indians;  ant 
visions  are  never  made,  either  by  treaty  or  otherwise,  by  which 
sums  are  paid  to  them.  Hence  tliey  are  paid  annuities,  and  the 
eipal,  in  all  cases  of  the  sales  of  their  lancfs,  is  held  in  trust  fOTtht 
the  govemmenl.  For  this  reason,  had  it  been  thought  for  a  mi 
that  the  large  amount  named  in  the  treaties  of  Traverse  des  Siou 
Mendota,  to  be  paid  in  cash,  upon  the  ratification  of  those  tread 
the  Indians  themselves,  they  would  never  have  been  ratified  t 
Senate  or  confirmed  by  the  iPresident.  It  was  this  policy  which 
rise  to  the  enactment  of  the  law  requiring  all  payments  to  be  mu 
capita,  unlea«  otherwise  provided  by  tbe  stipuuitiona  of  treuiesi  ft 
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This  policy  guided  the  commissioners  in  the  negotiation  of  these 
treaties,  and  leaves  their  construction  beyond  question.  Had  it  been 
intended  that  these  large  sums  were  to  be  paid  directly  to  the  Indians, 
they  would  either  have  provided  for  per  capita  payments,  or  been  quiet 
altogether  upon  that  subject,  leaving  it  to  be  settled  by  law  or  by  the 
regulations  of  the  proper  department. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  charge,  which, 
in  ita  compass,  embraces  all  those  that  have  been  before  considered. 
It  is: 

**  Governor  Ramsey  stands  charged  with  paying  out  the  Sioux  moneys 
in  violation  of  law  and  treaty  stipulations." 

This  is  the  general  concluding  clause  of  every  separate  charge,  and 

feneral  as  it  is,  it  is  but  little  more  so  than  those  which  precede  iti 
'rom  what  has  already  been  said,  we  feel  that  it  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  reply  further  to  this  charge;  but  as  no  specifications  accompany  it^ 
perhaps  it  may  be  as  well  briefly  to  show  a  performance  of  those  facts 
i^hiCh  fully  sustain  our  general  denial  of  the  charge. 

And  we  premise  the  showing  of  these  facts  by  asserting,  fearless  of 
contradiction,  that  there  never  has  been  an  Indian  treaty  or  a  conse- 
quent Indian  payment  of  any  considerable  sum  of  money,  made  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  with  any  tribe  or  nation  of  Indians,  the  pro- 
priety of  which  is  less  questionable  than  the  treaties  and  paymentr 
vrhich  gave  rise  to  these  charges.  And  we  further  assert,  and  assert  it 
boldly  before  the  world,  and  in  the  face  of  those  who  preferred  these 
charges  and  who  pledged  their  honors  to  sustain  them  in  every  particular, 
that  a  series  of  more  false  and  wanton  charges  were  never  before  placed 
upon  the  records  of  any  department  of  this  government.  We  challenge 
the  production  of  a  single  sentence  of  testimony  that  remains  uncontra- 
dicted on  the  record  of  the  commissioners,  to  sustain  a  single  material 
point  or  Jillegation  contained  ^in  these  two  series  of  charges,  except  such 
tacts  as  we  have  always  admitted  relative  to  the  informal  demands  made 
by  "Red  Iron"  and  "Limping  Devil"  above,  and  "Wabashaw"  and 
**  Wakoota"  below,  and  that  aportion  of  the  money  received  firom  the  gov- 
ernment was  placed  on  deposite  in  safe  and  solvent  banks  in  New  York, 
and  checked  upon  for  a  smaU  amount  of  bank  notes  or  paper.  These 
are  unimportant  facts,  as  we  think  will  be  abundantly  shown  before  we 
have  done  with  the  consideration  of  these  charges.  We  repeat  it,  that 
not  one  fact  has  been  proved  material  to  the  points  made  in  the  charges 
against  Governor  Ramsey,  unless  it  was  by  the  testimony  of  either  In- 
dians or  uneducated  half-breeds,  who  have  been  contradicted  in  every 
important  statement  made  by  them.  And  here  we  may  as  well  say  a 
word  or  two  in  regaid  to  Indian  veracity  and  Indian  testimony. 

Necessity,  and  that,  too,  of  the  sternest  character,  could  only  have 
induced  our  national  law-makers,  as  well  as  those  of  many  of  the  Stales 
and  Territories,  to  enact  laws  making  Indians  competent  witnesses  to 
prove  certain  specified  offences.  By  an  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 
1847,  (see  L.  &  B.'s  edition  of  Stat,  at  Large,  vol.  9,  page  203,)  it  is 
provided  that  Indians  may  be  witnesses  to  prove  the  sale  of  spirituous 
or  vinous  liquors  to  Indians,  or  their  introduction  into  the  Indian  terri- 
tory. The  statutes  of  Minnesota  (see  Rev.  Stat.,  page  131,)  contains  la 
similar  provision.    These  are  the  only  instances  m  which  Indians  are- 
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competent  witnesses  for  any  purpCMe.  Th(;ir  excJuurai  must  hav 
induced  by  some  overwhelming  cause — must  have  bc^n  indu 
some  importunt  and  unquestionable  reason.  Had  not  this  In 
CMMCi  objections  would  have  gone  to  their  credibiUty,  and  not  i 
competency.  But  such  is  the  character  of  Indian  testimony, 
well  is  it  uiidcrstfXHl  by  till  who  are  at  all  famiUar  with  their 
character,  that  our  law-makers  wisely  excluded  them  altogeth< 
the  witness  stand,  exct^pt  in  the  instances  specified,  knowing  tl 
evil  would  result  from  their  total  exclusion  than  to  depend  upon 
to  fix  the  quota  of  credibility  due  the  statemeDts  of  a  class  of 
whose  leading  characteristic  is  to  lie.  The  necessity  that  indui 
ozccpttons  named  was,  the  almost  utter  impossibility  of  proTin; 
oQences  by  otlicrs  than  Indians,  and  were  of  such  a  flagrant  ch 
aa  to  cause  a  departure  from  the  general  rule  which  wisdom  an' 
rience  had  induced. 

It  will  not  \ie  inappropriate,  in  this  connexion,  to  state  ttiui 
eticcd  by  a  knowledge  of  this  characteristic  in  Indians,  upon  t 
troduction  as  witnesses  in  this  investigation,  we  entered,  and  a 
be  filed,  our  solenm  protest  against  the  examination  of  Indian  ui 

Tlial  [irotest  was  based  upon  several  grounds  :  their  incoui| 
as  witnesses  in  all  cases  except  those  provided  by  lew ;  their 
want  of  veracity,  a  knowledge  of  tiiis  fact  being  in  the  pusse. 
the  commissioners,  Sec.  We  likewise  protested  against  the  ma 
which  they  were  examined,  and  the  form  of  the  oath  adniiuis) 
them;  and  we  still  hold,  as  we  then  held,  that  alter  the  answer 
l^  the  chiefs  in  their  preliminary  examination,  the  commit 
greatly  erred  in  the  form  of  the  oath.  The  cbiels  said  the  for 
sidurcd  by  them  most  obligatory  upon  thetn  to  speak  tlie  truth 
appeal  to  Uic  Great  Spirit.  Notwithstanding  this,  such  tbrm  v 
adopted.  Tlie  chiefs  said,  however,  that  they  would  considei 
Belves  bound  to  tell  the  truth  if  sworn  upon  "  the  book,"  as  whi 
were  sworn.  The  commissioners  held  this  to  be  sufficient;  b 
did  not  even  sweai  them  upon  the  book,  but  adopted,  /or  caa 
another  fbrm,  and  they  were  qualified  by  tlie  " v^Jied  hand" 
the  commissioners  held,  and  said  that  the  ibrm  uf  uatb  usu: 
ministered  to  civilized  men  and  Christians  was,  in  Ibrm,  suffic 
bind  an  Indian  according  to  dieii  customs,  as  stated  upon  tlunr 
nation. 

Although  we  place  no  reliance  upon  Indian  tesUmony,  and  tt* 
fied  tlial  no  man  should,  or  that  any  reasonable  man  will,  alter 
at  the  proof  in  this  case,  yet  we  do  hold  that  when  they  were  ur 
as  witnesses  all  the  forms  should  have  been  strictly  comphet 
These  were  not  complied  with,  and  witnesses,  whose  want  of  v 
wa*  well  known  to  the  commissioners,  instead  of  having  everj'  j: 
precaution  taken,  and  every  possible  guard  thrown  around  then 
duce  tlicm  to  apeak  truly,  were  not  even  qualified  with  the  us 
lotruii^  of  the  quaUfication  of  men  whose  veracity  is  unquca 
Why  this  was  not  done  we  are  unable  to  know;  but  one  thuig 
know,  that  every  argument  was  used  by  Governor  Rutusey's  i 
ta  induce  tliem  to  adopt  the  most  obligatory  forms  suggested 
the  tt'tiawtt  themselves  and  those  familiar  with  Indian  customs. 
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is  toother  thing  we  do  know,  and  here  assert,  that  upon  the  admihis- 
tration  of  the  oath  there  was  a  half-suppressed  laugh  of  derision  and 
contehnpt  from  the  crowd  of  chiefs  ana  braves  present  at  the  idea  of 
the  form  of  the  oath  adopted. 

Even  against  and  in  the  face  of  our  protest,  the  conrmissioners  refused 
to  examine  the  different  chiefs  separately  and  apart  from  the  rest  and 
their  bands,  when  it  was  in  proof  that  the  Indians  considered  the  one 
who  first  spoke  or  first  acted  in  reference  to  any  matter  the  author  of 
the  thing  to  be  attained,  and  followed  him,  regardless  of  truth  or  any- 
thing else.  There  was  another  reason  also  in  proof,  that  it  wa»  as 
much  as  a  chiePs  life  was  worth  to  speak  the  truth  openly  in  the  pres- 
ence of  his  band  or  others  of  the  tribe,  if  his  words  were  in  conffict  with 
their  wishes  and  sentiments. 

The  reason  assigned  by  the  commissioners  for  refusing  to  comply 
with  our  request,  and  exclude  all  Indians  except  the  witness  under 
examination,  was,  that  as  all  their  acts  in  regard  to  signing  acknow- 
ledgments of  indebedness  and  engagements  to  pay,  the  signing  of  all 
powers  of  attorney,  receipts,  and  vouchers,  as  well  as  their  demands 
upon  Governor  Ramsey,  were  done  in  a  national  or  tribal  capacity, 
therefore  they  must  be  sworn  and  examined  in  the  same  capacity  in 
open  council  before  the  commissioners. 

We  confess  the  rule  laid  down  was  to  us  a  novel  one,  and  gave  birth 
to  a  new  idea  and  new  principle  in  American  jurisprudence.  Had  this 
been  before  a  judicial  tnbunal  where  perjury  would  have  been  conse- 
quent upon  falsehood,  an  indictment  would  have  presented  the  novel 
case  of  a  nation  arraigned  for  perjury. 

The  "  Star"  testified,  that  ne  had  received  one-seventh,  or  a  chiePs 
dividend  of  the  820,000,  set  apart  to  be  distributed  among  the  Meda- 
w^akantoan  chiefs ;  when  the  trutli  is,  he  was  not  paid  at  all  by  Gover- 
nor Ramsey,  nor  was  he  entitled  to  be  paid,  or  even  held  to  be.  But 
the  other  chiefs  had  eacli  sworn  that  they  had  received  their  proportion 
of  this  fund,  and  he,  according  to  their  general  custom  followed  them 
in  cverjrtliing  and  swore  to  it  likewise.  "  Grey  Irouy^*  when  sworn,  said 
his  son,  **  Little  Crow"  had  been  asked  a  great  many  questions  and  he 
intended  to  say  just  what  Crow  had  said.  These  things  account  for 
the  uniformity  of  the  falsehoods  contained  in  the  Indian  testimony, 
vrhich,  were  it  unaccounted  for,  might  give  it  the  appearance  of  truth. 

In  addition  to  these  things  it  is  a  fact  well  understood  and  susceptible 
of  proof,  that  Indians,  halt-brecds,  and  traders  had  been  told,  that  if  the 
charges  were  sustained  against  Governor  Ramsey,  the  whole  of  this 
money  would  be  re-appropriated  and  paid  over.  As  fiir  as  this  relates 
to  the  Indians,  it  was  incorporated  in  our  protest,  and  also  the  fact,  that 
such  impression  was  left  upon  their  minds  by  conversations  or  talks 
held  witn  his  excellency  Governor  Gorman  himself;  we  do  not  intend, 
however,  to  be  understood,  as  intimating  that  his  excellency  sought  so 
to  impress  them ;  yet  the  fact  that  his  talks  did  so,  is,  nevertheless,  true. 

It  IS  in  evidence  by  the  testimony  of  every  white  man,  who  was 
called  as  a  witness,  with  one  exception,  and  who  were  farmiliar  from 
long  intercourse  with  Indian  character,  that  as  a  general  thing  no  reli- 
ance could  be  placed  upon  Indian  testimony,  and  the  exceptions  to  this 
rale  were  exceedingly  rare.     They  also  stated  that  they  would  not  be- 
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licvc  them  in  any  matter  in  which  they  had  either  feeling,  inter 
conceived  themselves  to  be  interested,  and  that  it  would  ma^ 
ierencc  as  to  the  truthrulness  of  their  statement  whether  the; 
sworn  or  not. 

This  is  the  character  of  tlie  testimony  brought  before  ihe  a 
sioncra  to  sustain  their  wanton  and  groundless  charges  aguinsi  Gc 
Ramsey  ;  testimony,  which  every  respectable  man,  who  was  ui 
witness  stand,  swore  was  unworthy  of  reliance  ;  and  which  It 
of  the  land  exclude  in  all  cases,  except  where  necessity  alone  c 
its  admission,  and  even  then  it  is  only  received  by  special  vmi 
It  has  also  been  shown  that  the  testimony  of  uneducated  h;ilt-bi 
equally  unworthy  of  belief,  and  without  such  testimony,  all  ol 
has  been  contradicted,  there  is  not  a  sentence  upon  the  record 
peachment  of  the  conduct  and  actions  of  Governor  Ramsey. 

Wc  will  now  recur  to  the  authority  upon  which  Governor  1 
made  the  disbursements  and  distribution  of  the  Sioux  mom-vf 
in  his  hands  by  the  government,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  pa*sibl 

Commencing  with  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  »<-  tl: 
have  shown  conclusively  the  construction  placed  upon  the  first 
of  the  fourth  article,  which  alludes  to  the  usesi  lor  whicli  the 
$275,000  was  allowed.  We  had  done  the  same  in  regard  to  thi 
of  Mendotu.  We  have  shown  thai  the  Indians  themselves  phi 
same  conslruclion  upon  those  treaties,  and  lor  inontlis  iietnl  l 
with  the  view  of  carrying  out  tlie  true  intent,  meaning,  and  !:piii 

Erovisions  llicy  contained.  Wc  have  proved  mat  the  clii{ 
eadmen  of  the  See-se-toan  and  Wah-pny-toan  bands,  (ixcculed : 
at  Traverse  dea  Sioux,  in  the  same  council  in  which  thev  si«i 
treaty,  and  have  shown  that  by  their  subsequent  acts,  in  aii 
that  paper,  they  not  only  gave  a  construction  to  the  treaty  and  a 
tion  to  the  fund,  but  that  they  confirmed  the  execution  of  die  "T 
Paper"  itself. 

We  have  pmved  that  the  Medawakantoans  gave  tlie  same  cfl 
tion  to  the  treaty  of  Mcndola  by  their  concurrent  and  suitscijuei 
and  that  in  open  council,  at  the  St.  I'eter's  agency,  requested  Gi 
Itnmsey  to  pay  the  money  as  it  was  paid ;  that  this  n.'«iuest  wa 
by  a  full  majority  of  the  chiefs  tlin)ugh  their  representatives.  \V 
aliown  that  the  Wah-paij-koo-lai  gave  the  same  tronstruclioii 
treaty  of  Mendota  and  acted  under  it ;  jiaid  the  S90,U00  lo  their 
voluntarily,  and  remain  satisfied  witii  what  tlioy  did.  It  niav  I 
remarked,  that  the  fVak-pa-koo-tas  live  at  a  distance,  and  were 
fore,  not  within  the  influences  which  operated  uj>on  the  other 
That  tWeso  things  alone  were  sufficient  to  authorize  (governor  f 
to  disburse  the  Sioux  moneys  as  he  did,  thf^re  can  be  no  i^uestio 
anxious  to  have  a  unanimous  expression  of  tlie  wishes  of  Uiose 
and  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  more  convenient  and  format  vi 
he  obtained  from  all  the  chie.fs  of  tlie  See-tce-toan  and  Wak-p 
bands  present  at  the  payment  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  but  "  Rn 
and  the  "Big  G«n,"  a  receipt  or  voucher  for  $250,000,  conta 
direct  and  positive  request  to  pay  lliat  sum  according  to  the  disii 
made  by  tliem  at  the  time  of  the  treaty,  thus  reaffirming  all  the 
vious  acts.     "  Oo-pe-yah-ea-dafr-yah"  or  "  Big  Curly"  not  Yiaxa 
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present  at  the  payment,  subsequently  goes  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Biggs  and 
voluntarily  requests  him  to  prepare  a  voucher  or  assent  to  the  payment 
made  by  Governor  Ramsey  of  the  $250,000,  stating  at  the  same  time, 
that  one  of  his  principal  men  had  been  at  the  payment,  and  would  have 
signed  the  voucher  there  signed  by  the  other  chiefs,  but  was  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  by  "  Red  Iron"  and  his  "soldiers'  lodge." 

The  cliiefs  of  tne  Me-da-wa-kan-loan  bands  signed  a  like  voucher, 
directing  him  to  pay  to  their  licensed  traders  $70,000,  and  divide 
$20,000  among  the  seven  chiefs.  Thus  was  his  full,  complete,  perfect, 
and,  but  for  the  two  recusant  chiefs,  would  have  been  the  unanimous 
expression  of  the  whole  of  the  bands,  interested  in,  and  parties  to, 
these  treaties. 

We  will  now  examine  the  receipts  themselves,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  obtained. 

The  receipt  and  direction  to  disburse  from  the  See-se-toan  and 
Wah-pay-toan  bands  to  Governor  Ramsey,  is  found  on  page  7  of  Sen- 
ate Doc.  29,  part  ii.  It  is  signed  by  eight  chiefs,  viz  :  "  E.  Tai-wah- 
keorn,"  "  Wah-nah-k'soon-tah,"  "Waa-na-ta,"  "  No-rop-ton,"  *'Wam- 
du-pi-du-ta,"  "  In-tue-book-ar-dan,"  or  "  Young  Sleepy  Eyes,"  "  O- 
tak-e-ta,"  *' Hoo-pah-in-a-peh-don-tah,"  or  "  M-ke-pjah." 

It  appears  in  evidence  that  this  voucher  was  not  signed  by  all  these 
chiefs  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  council.  This  is  true  ;  but  we 
hold  the  reason  why  this  was  so  is  sufficiently  explained  by  the  attend- 
ant circumstances.  The  testimony  of  the  llev.  Dr.  Williamson,  Rev. 
Mr.  Riggs,  Hon.  H.  H.  Siblejs  Dr.  Foster,  Captain  Monroe,  Messrs. 
Dousman,  Bailly,  Steel,  McLeod,  Farribault,  and  others,  shows  that 
xhe  chiefs  were  prevented  from  going  into  general  council  by  Red  Iran 
and  his  soldiers^  lod^c ;  hence  it  was  wholly  impracticable  to  obtain 
their  signatures  at  the  same  time.  That  these  chiefs  were  so  deterred, 
and  had  good  reason  to  be,  is  abundantly  evidenced  by  the  treatment 
of  "  Youn^  Sleepy  Eyes"  by  this  hostile  chief,  "  Red  Iron,"  and  his 
unruly  and  belligerent  band. 

The  statement  of  "  Big  Curly"  also  shows  that  tliis  was  the  reason; 
and  that  one  of  his  principiU  men  would  have  signed  the  voucher,  but 
was  prevenled  by  the  soldiers.  That  this  was  the  cause  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  and  it  is  proved  by  the  testimony  of  the  chiefs  themselves. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Williamson  and  Mr.  Joseph  R.  Brown,  the  two  best 
informed  men  in  the  country  upon  the  subject  of  the  chieftiiinsliip  and 
government  of  the  Sioux  and  Dakota  Indians,  having  lived  among  them 
lor  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  testily  certainly  to  eleven  chiefs,  at 
the  head  of,  and  recognized  by,  as  many  bands,  among  the  **  See-se- 
toan"  and  '*  Wah-pay-toan"  Sioux,  and  say  that  there  may  be  more ;  but 
these  they  know,  and  know  that  their  names  are  upon  the  agent's  rolls 
at  the  new  agency  at  Red  Wood,  on  the  Upper  Minnesota.  They  are 
afl  follows : 

** £w-yowgf-maA-mc,"  or  Running  Walker,  called  "Big  Gun"  by  the 
whites. 

**  tVec-tchan-Vyee'ee-tay'tocMy^  or  Star  Face ;  more  generally  known 
aA  the  "  Orphan." 

^ E-Uty-wak-kee^n-yany^  or  Face  of  Thunder;  ordinarily  named 
*'  Limping  Devil." 
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"  Eth-lak-kum-ia-hxuh-icah"  or  "  Young  Sleepy  Eyes ;"  son 

written  "  Eih-tak-hnm-bah-koalc-thee-dom." 

"  Oo-pee-y'ih-ken-dag-aJi"  or  Extending  hie  Train ;  knowo 
whites  ns  "  Big  Curly." 

"  Wah-nah-ic'iom-tay,"  or  the  Wiilnul ;  known,  however, 
"  Litllf  lUipida  Chief." 

" Mah-zaA-»/ui"  or  Sounding  Metal;  commonly  tronslateiJ 
Iron," 

"  So-gho-pUan,"  or  Nor-opt-on ;  sometimes  written  Nor-hope-t 
"  Li«ener." 

*'  Wah-ah-nah'ta,"  or  Waa-tia-ta ;  by  some  called  "  Young  W 
ta,"  to  distinguish  him  from  a  celebrated  chief  of  the  same  nam 
flit  her. 

"  Hoo-puk-Ern-k'pa/i-Pi^o-tdfi,  or  "  Ink-pah-" 

"  O-taA-k'leiy,"  or  Plenty  Killer,  now  dead,  but  living  at  the  I 
thepnymcnt  iind  treaty.     He  is  succeeded  by  his  brother. 

The  above  chiefs  are  all  recognized  ;  have  large  bands  mi  tl 
rolls  ;  and  have  been  at  the  head  of  those  bands,  with  llie  cxi-rp 
two,  for  years.  The  exceptions  are  "  Red  Iron"  and  "  ViHiiig ! 
Eyes,"  both  of  whom  were  first  recognized  as  chiets  by  tht-  cc 
sioncrs  at  tlie  time  of  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  1851. 

Some  attempts  were  made  before  the  commissioners  to  alta 
orthodoxy  of  Mr.  WilUajnson  and  Mr.  Brown's  statement  in  reg 
the  chieftainship  of  "  Waa-na-fa  ;"  but  the  proof  upon  the  nibj 
that  Wiiii-na-tji  was  a  chief  as  early  as  Doty'a  treaty  in  184 
signed  that  treaty  as  a  chief;  that  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  a 
of  over  400  ever  since  the  death  of  his  father — one  of  the  lareesi 
in  the  county — and  is  recognized  by  tlie  band,  as  well  as  bv  we  a 
ities,  an  a  chief.     Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Williamson  settle  this  poin 

*^  NoT-hap-ton"  is  a  chief,  and  has  been  for  years.  His  band 
bers  over  300,  and  he  is  recognized  by  it,  as  well  as  by  Ae  g 
menl,  as  a  cliief.  Dr.  Foster,  Mr.  McLeod,  and  the  tw'o  first  i 
gentlemen,  testify  positively  to  this  fact. 

"  Ink-poh"  is  a  chief;  has  a  small  band  ;  is  recognized  by  it,  a 
as  by  the  government.  Such  is  tlie  testimony  of  Mr.  Willmmsa 
Lend,  and  Brown,  men  who  have  lived  among  the  See-te-toatia  for 

"  O-tak-e-la"  has  a  band,  and  is  recognized  and  on  the  pav  r 
chief.  Mr.  Prescott  testifies  to  the  chieftainship  of  nil  the  chiefs  n 

These  are  the  only  chiefs  whose  authenticity  \f>  disputf^d.  Th 
known  to  Im^  chiefs,  and  to  have  been  at  the  he.ids  nf  bands  '.or 
years.  This  is  the  evidence  of  men  who  have  lived  among  tlien 
fifteen  to  thirty  years  ;  and  yet  sucli  men  as  Shafi'r,  a  boy  rea 
Philndf^lpliia,  uever  in  the  Indian  country  in  his  Hie  until  ne  en 
lis  clerk  to  Mr.  Swcctser,  and  after  a  residenci^  of  six  mcHiths 
country,  the  bauds  scattertnl  over  many  hundreds  of  miles,  is  bi 
upon  the  stand  to  testily  to  who  are  and  who  are  not  chiefs.  T 
itself,  shows  the  miserable  shifts  these  men  wtre  forced  to  resor 
sustain  charges  wliich  they  knew  to  be  false  and  unfounded. 

Some  of  the  witnesses  mention  several  other  &e-«e-f oaa  cbie&  i 
the  remote  bands,  but  those  named  are  testified  to  with  certuncy. 
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Thus  have  we  shown,  by  testimony  the  most  positive  and  certain, 
that  eight  out  of  the  ten  chiefs  present  at  the  payment  have  given  to 
Governor  Ramsey  positive  direction  to  pay  the  $250,000,  according  to 
the  distribution  made  at  the  time  of  the  treaty.  We  have  the  assent 
oi'  **  Big  Curley,"  voluntarily  given,  which  makes  nine  out  of  the 
eleven  or  twelve  chiets  of  tlie  **  See-see-toans"  and  **Wah-pay-toans;" 
being  four-fifths  of  those  present,  and  thre(?-fourths  of  the  whole.  A 
simple  majority  was  enough — a  simple  majority  of  those  present  were 
sufficient  to  ffive  direction  for  the  disbursement  of  that  fund. 

It  Ls  in  evidence  by  Doctor  Foster,  Mr.  McLc^od,  Mr.  Brown,  and 
others,  that  most  of  the  chiefs  signing  were  fiom   the  first  in  favor  of 

Eaying  their  debts,  but  were  restrained  from  going  into  general  council 
y  lied  Iron  and  his  sokUers,  imd  this  is  the  reason  why  we  find  "  Ee- 
tai-wah-keen"  signing  the*  voucher  at  one  time  ;  **  Wah-nah-k'soon-ta" 
at  jmother ;  "  Waa-na-ta,"  **  No-hope-ton,"  '*  Wam-chi-he-pe-duta," 
"Esli-ta-hum-ba-kiK)sh-ka,"  at  another;  "O-tak-e-ta"  at  anotlier,  and 
'*  Hoo-j)ah-(?(»n'k-pah-dutali"  at  anotlier.  Another  fact  in  evidence  is^ 
that  thefci*  chiefs,  although  they  did  not  sign  jit  the  same  time,  volunta- 
rily came  forward  to  Governor  Ramsey,  and  told  him  they  desired  to 
sign  a  paper  paying  their  traders  .'ind  half-breeds.  This  is  the  testi- 
mony  of  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Farribault,  and  others,  who  were 
present  when  the  voucher  was  signed.  These  gentlemen  all  testify, 
that  that  receipt  was  fully  imd  fairly  read  and  exj>lained  to  them  before 
it  was  signed,  and  that  they  understood  its  tru(*   purport  jmd  meaning. 

Where  then  is  the  violation  of  law,  treaty  stipulations,  or  the  rights 
of  the  Indijms?  Where  is  the  fraud?  Where  is  tlie  evidence  of  it? 
Where  the  evidence  that  would  give  rise  to  a  suspicion  of  fraud  in  a 
virtuous  mind?  We  say  there*  is  none.  The  very  letter  of  the  treaty 
was  complied  with.  The  payment  was  made  by  tUrection  and  at  the 
request  of  f()ur-filths  of  all  the  chiefs  who  could  possibly  be  got  together 
at  the  time  of  the  paymt^nt.  The  number  fissembled  was  an  unusually 
large  one,  when  we  consider  that  this  was  late  in  the  season,  snow  on 
the  ground,  and  the  Indians  scattered  over  hundreds  of  miles. 

It  has  been  held,  and  we  presume  from  intimations  from  the  com- 
missioners during  the  investigation  it  is  in  their  report,  that  the  voucher 
was  not  signed  in  open  council.  The  voucher  was  signed  by  every 
chief  whose  name  is  appended  to  it  in  open  council.  An  open  council 
may  be  held  with  one  chief  and  his  young  men  just  as  well  as  with 
twenty.  A  single  chief,  with  but  halt  a  dozen  of  his  men,  going  before 
txie  agent  or  superintendent  to  transact  any  business,  constitutes  an 
open  council  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

A  general  co^mcil  is  the  assemblage  of  all  llw  clii(»fs  suid  men  at  the 
encampment  where  it  is  called. 

A  full  oj)eti  council  contemplatt^s  a  meeting  or  assemblage  of  all  the 
chiefs  or  bands  interested  in  the  objects  for  which  tlie  council  is  called. 

Thus  do  we  show  a  literal  compliimce  with  tht»  tn%'ity  of  Traverse 
lies  Sioux.  That  treaty  dcx'S  not  contemj)late,  nor  does  its  language 
express  anything  but  a  direction  and  renuc*st  from  the  chiefs  in  **  open 
council."  That  request  was  made,  and  thus  (*nds  our  consideration  of 
Traverse  des  Sioux. 

The  payment  made  at  Mendota,  as  we  have  proved  by  the  testi- 
27 
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inony  of  Mr.  Sibley,  Mr.  8ieele,  Mr.  Furribiiult,  Agent  McLs 
Forties,  ami  Mr.  Pn-scolt,  was  made  in  accordanccr  with  the  ua 
direction  of"  all  tlio  cliiefe  of  thr  M(.-da-\va-kan-l(>an3  band,  j 
open  council. 

The  rc'Cfipls  containinp  the  request  iind  direction  to  iiay  87 
their  licensed  traders,  and  820,000  to  the  chJeis  themselves, ' 
signed  liv  all  the  chiefs,  and  is  to  Ix'  tbund  on  pages  17  an 
Senate  document  29.  part  ii. 

This  receijrt  was  signed  in  open  council-  It  will  Ix;  renn 
that  at  the  lust  council  in  which  "  Wabnshaw"  made  llie  deui; 
were  Good  Road,  Ba^l  Hail,  Medicine  Bottle,  and  Little  Six's 
made  the  request  to  Gi>veriior  Ramsey  to  pay  their  traders, 
enior  ad\iped  them  to  consult  among  ilienisclvcs,  aud  try  m 
souK^  united  understanding  about  the  miinner  in  'wliich  they  de 
money  lo  be -disbursed.  Very  shortly  afterwards,  we  nnd ' 
shaw"  himself  requesting.  Mr.  Steele  to  send  i!>r  Governor  Ri 
come  to  sec  them,  as  they  had  agreed  to  si^  u  pufter  direc 
requesting  lum  to  pay  870,000  to  their  traders,  »20,000  to  the 
and  to  retain  the  remaining  820,000  of  their  fund  for  their  reun 
aul>sist<'nce.  The  governor  is  sent  lor,  lie  gixjn  nt  once  to  se« 
shaw,  finds  him  and  IVaJcoola  in  council  with  tlieir  bands  at  Mr. 
asks  iiim  why  he  sent  tor  liim,  and  the  chief  tells  liiin  that  he  J 
koota  arc  ready  to  sign  the  vouchers.  It  is  tnic,  at  that  time  he 
the  governor  to  pay  the  chiefs  the  removal  and  school  fund  ii 
own  hands,  and  was  tlenied,  as  he  should  ha\-e  been.  He  tl 
lor  a  short  time  to  er)nsult  with  Wakoota  mid  their  head  men,  n 
present ;  the  governor  retires  from  their  council ;  tliey  are  lei 
all  restramt  is  removed,  in  order  that  their  consultation  amooj 
selves  may  be  tree  and  general ;  they  remiiin  in  council  for 
time,  when  the  governor  is  again  requested  to  join  them  ;  lie 
and  they  request  lum  to  prepare  a  voucher  and  direction.  1 
so;  but  requests  them  to  join  the  oilier  chiefs  at  Mcndota,  aii< 
at  the  same  lime  they  do.  This  they  decline  to  do,  as  will  be 
the  testimony  of  Mr.  Steele,  because  lliey  hail  been  slighted 
crther  chiefs,  who  had  enjoyed  a  feast  without  inviting  their  atte 
The  voucher  is  then  prepared  and  they  sign  it  freely  and  voh 
This  council  was  held  at  their  own  request.  The  governor  v 
for  at  their  retjuesl.  The  voucher  is  prepared  at  their  request, 
was  it  with  others  f  Governor  Ramsey  goes  to  Mendota  on  the 
ing  morning  and  finds  Little  Crow,  the  Star,  Shakapee  and  Goo 
in  council,  awaiting  him  and  anxious  to  sign  the  voucher.  It  is  n 
explained  to  them  by  Mr.  Farribault.  They  say  ihcy  undersloo 
explain  whfit  it  is.  Ii  is  then  signed  by  them ;  utter  which  one 
makes  a  speech  to  the  governor  in  regard  to  it,  in  which  he  ea 
the  satisfiiction  of  the  wnole  of  the  Indians  at  the  fact  of  their 
paid  their  traders,  and  the  general  giwid  feeling  existing  amou; 
selves  in  consequence  of  it. 

Grti/  Iron  states  that  he  signed  the  voucher  ii-cely,  after  it  w 
explained  to  him.  "  Mauk-pe-we-chasta"  signed  it  in  preseoc 
the  chiefs  but  Wabasliu  ancl  Wakoolu.     At  the  time  he  sigoedil 
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explained  again  to  all  the  chiefs  present,  and  they  said  they  were  satis- 
fied with,  and  understood  it. 

But  to  prove  the  unquestionable  propriety  of  the  manner  in  which 
this  voucher  was  obtained,  we  need  not  go  beyond  the  testimony  of  the 
chiefs  themselves.  They  testify,  notwithstanding  the  anxiety  manifest- 
ed, as  will  be  seen  from  the  questions  put  to  them,  to  show  they  had 
been  bought  and  bribed,  that  they  signed  the  receipt  voluntarily,  in 
open  council,  and  that  they  never  received  an5rthing  for  doing  it.  The 
effort  made,  to  show  that  the  $20,000  they  receivecl  was  given  them  as 
a  bribe,  failed  most  signalfy.  The  chiefs  themselves  deny  it,  and  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Sibley  is  a  full  and  conclusive  refutation  of  the  charge. 

Where  then  is  the  evidence  of  treaties  \'iolated  and  laws  disregarded? 
Where  is  the  exddence  of  injustice,  cruelty,  or  wrong,  towards  the  Indi- 
ans ?  It  is  not  to  be  found  upon  the  record  ;  it  does  not  exist  in  fact, 
and  thus  have  the  charges  of  Madison  Sweetser  and  D.  A.  Robertson 
fallen  proofless  to  the  ground. 

Here  are  the  concluding  acts  of  these  chiefs,  freely  and  voluntarily 
done,  giving  a  fiill  and  unequivocal  direction  to  Governor  Ramsey;  and 
in  open  council  requestinff  him  to  pay  out  these  various  sums  of  money 
in  the  exact  manner  in  which  they  were  paid. 

Thus  have  we  shown  in  both  instances,  in  the  lower,  as  well  as  the 
upper  payment,  a  strict  compliance  with  the  ver)^  letter  of  the  trea- 
ties. To  dispute  this,  is  to  charge  all  those  witnesses,  whose  names 
have  been  cited  during  the  consideration  of  the  manner  in  which  those 
vouchers  were  obtained,  with  direct  moral,  if  not  legal,  perjury. 

Such  a  charge  would  hardly  be  made  even  by  the  most  reckless ; 
more  especially,  if  he  knew  the  character  and  standing  of  the  men 
who  have  proved  these  facts.  They  are  men  whose  integrity  is  beyond 
suspicion,  as  in  this  instance  they  are  beyond  reproach.  They  are  men 
who  had  no  interests  involved  in  this  investigation,  and  whose  minds 
and  feelings  were  unbiased. 

There  may  have  been,  perhaps,  one  partial  departure  from  the  strict 
letter  of  the  treaties.  There  is  no  written,  though  there  was  an  oral 
direction  upon  the  records,  authorizing  and  requesting  Governor  Ramsey 
to  retain  the  amount  he  did,  for  their  removal  and  subsistence. 

But  instead  of  this  being  made  a  charge,  strange  to  say,  by  the  strict 
constructionists  of  these  treaties,  he  is  charged  with  not  having  retained 
enough.  This  is  one  of  the  singularities,  of  which  there  are  many,  in 
those  charges.  Here  he  is  first  charged  with  violating  treaty  provisions, 
where  he  had  made  a  strict  literal  compliance ;  and  in  the  very  next 
charge,  he  is  charged  with  not  having  kept  a  sufficient  sum  for  a  pur- 

Bise  for  which  he  had  no  written  authority  to  place  upon  the  record, 
ow  can  these  men  reconcile  these  charges  ?     How  can  they  reconcile 
them  with  the  truth,  as  it  was  known  to  them? 

But  if  this  was  a  departure  from  the  letter,  it  was  not  from  the  spirit 
of  the  treaty  stipulations ;  and  in  this  case,  ad  well  as  in  the  others,  it 
will  be  seen  from  the  letter  of  instructions  from  the  Indian  bureau,  as 
well  as  from  the  testimony  of  Hon.  Luke  Lea,  then  commissioner;  and 
of  Mr.  Tyler,  that  Governor  Ramsey,  in  all  cases,  acted  under  orders  ; 
not,  it  is  true,  in  all  as  to  the  sum  retained  or  paid,  but  as  to  the  acts  of 
retaining  and  paying.     The  amount  to  be  retained  was  placed  at  his 
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discretion.  But  this  matter  has  been  discussed  before ;  and  besides 
the  removjil  and  subsistence  fund  is  not  a  matter  of  serious  charge,  nor 
is  tlicre  a  word  of  testimony  to  sustain  it.  If,  therefore,  there  was 
even  an  error  in  this  matter  ol'  retaining  a  sufficient  sum  for  renooval 
and  subsistence,  which  is  not  the  case,  it  was  but  an  error  in  judgment 
at  most,  lor  which  Governor  Ramsey,  nor  any  other  pubUc  officer,  can 
he  held  accountable  to  his  government. 

Having,  we  think,  fully  disposed  of  the  charges  that  Governor  Ram- 
sey violated  the  law  and  treaty  stipulations,  and  having  showed  by  his 
acts  that  thes^  charges  are  untrue,  we  will  proceed  to  a  brief  reply  to 
the  charge : 

*'  That  Governor  Ramsey  pjiid  contractors  for  supplies  furnished  for 
the  Dakota  Indians  in  bank  notes  and  drafts,  in  violation  of  law." 

To  be  brief  with  the  disposition  of  this  charge,  we  admit' that  he  did 

Say  a  few  individuals,  but  not  contractors,  for  supplies  furnished  the 
Dakota  Indians,  in  bank  notes  and  drafts,  but  not  m  violation  of  law ; 
imd  while  we  admit  the  payment  in  bank  notes  and  drafts,  we  hold 
that  the  proof  is,  they  were  paid  in  that  kind  of  funds  by  their  own  re- 
quest ;  fuid  we  have  yet  to  learn  of  any  law  which  prohibits  a  man 
from  receiving,  in  the  payment  of  a  debt,  such  kind  of  money  as  he 
may  see  proper ;  for  it  will  be  remembered,  that  if  the  payer  violated 
the  act  of  August  6,  1846,  to  which,  we  presume,  reference  is  had,  the 
payee  was  equally  guilty.  But  Messrs.  Browii,  Sibley,  and  Marshall 
were  not  "creditors  of  the  United  States,"  but  creditors  of  the  Indians, 
and  paid  out  of  their  proper  fimds,  and  therefore,  not  within  either  the 
letter  or  tlie  spirit  of  the  act  referred  to. 

The  second  charge  of  Mr.  Sweetser  is  :  That  Governor  Ramsey  re- 
ceived from  the  government  of  the  United  States  some  $493,000,  in 
the  national  currency  of  the  government  to  pay  the  Dakota  Indians, 
and  exchanged  the  national  currency,  thus  obtained,  l>efbre  leaving  the 
eastern  cities,  for  bank  paper  and  drafts,  and  that  he  paid  the  bank  pa- 
per and  draft^upon  government  contracts,  and  that  he  returned  the 
receipts  therefor  to  the  department  for  settlement  of  his  accounts. 

In  answer  to  this  charge,  we  say  that  Governor  Ramsey  did  not  re- 
ceive fi"om  the  United  States  government  $493,000,  or  any  other  sum 
of  money,  to  pay  the  Dakota  Indians,  in  the  national  currency  of  the 
government ;  that  he  did  not  exchange  the  national  currency  for  bank 
paper  and  drafts  ;  that  he  did  not  pay  bank  paper  and  drafts  on  gov- 
ernment contracts,  and  consequently  clid  not  return  receipts  therefor  to 
the  department  for  the  settlement  of  his  accounts ;  and  there  is  not  one 
syllable  of  evidence  upon  the  record  to  sustain  either  of  the  allegations 
contained  in  the  charge. 

The  first  and  second  charges  of  Mr  Robertson,  are  : 

"  That  GoVemor  Ramsey  exchanged  a  large  portion  of  the  gold  re- 
ceived by  him  to  pay  the  Dakota  Indians,  for  bank  notes,  and  that  he 
deposited  a  large  portion  of  said  gold  in  bank,  in  violation  of  law.** 

In  answer  to  these  charges,  we  reply  that  Governor  Ramsey  did  not 
either  deposite  or  exchange  any  gold  received  by  him  to  pay  the  Da- 
kota Indians. 

Notwithstanding  the  last  four  charges  have  been  answered  categan- 
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cally  in  the  negative,  and  that  we  might  have  rested  here,  with  the 
single  declaration  that  there  is  nothing  on  the  record  to  susteiin  either  of 
them ;  yet,  as  before  remarked,  we  desire  to  exclude  nothing,  and  have 
not  hesitated  to  place  the  truth  upon  the  record  upon  all  occasions ;  and 
here  admit  that,  though  the  charges  are  untrue.  Governor  Ramsey  did 
receive  from  the  United  States  treasurjs  some  S490,000  in  treasury 
warrants,  payable  at  the  office  of  the  assistant  treasurer,  in  New  York ; 
that  he  did  deposite  these  warrants  in  the  "  Merchants'  Bank  "  and 
"  Dank  of  Commerce,"  of  the  city  of  New  York  ;  that  he  (hd  draw  on 
these  deposites  for  a  small  amount  of  bank  notes,  which  he  brought 
with  him  to  Minnesota,  and  paid  out,  not  to  creditors  of  the  United 
States,  but  to  creditors  of  the  Sioux  or  Dakota  Indians  ;  that  the  re- 
mainder of  these  deposites,  except  gold  enough  to  pay  the  annuities,  he 
left  in  bank,  subject  to  his  drafts,  and  paj'able  in  gold.  He  received  no 
drafts  from  these  banks,  but  drew  his  own  upon  the  deposites. 

These  are  the  facts.  A  deposite  was  made,  but  no  monej'  was  ex- 
changed. Gold  was  the  only  currency  paid  to  the  Indians  ;  gold  was 
thc^  only  money  paid  to  government  creditors. 

To  traders,  Iialf-breeds,  and  others,  creditors  of  the  Indians,  gold  was 
invariably  paid  when  preferred.  They  all  had  their  clioice  to  receive 
paper  or  coin  ;  and,  when  either  paper  or  drafts  were  paid,  they  were 
generally  paid  upon  request. 

But  let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  the  position  in  which  Governor  Ram- 
sey found  himself.  He  was  placed  in  the  possession  of  a  large  amount 
of  money ;  he  had  given  no  security  for  its  faithfiil  disbursement  to  the 
government,  and  was,  perhaps,  without  the  ability  to  do  so ;  he  was 
sensible  of  the  responsibility  he  had  assumed  ;  he  looked  at  the  conse- 
quences of  a  loss  of  this  money,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  would 
affect  his  reputation,  ^e  was  therefore  anxious  for  his  own  security, 
for  the  Indians,  their  creditors,  and  above  all  for  the  security  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  adopted  that  plan  which  he  considered  most  likely  to 
effect  his  object,  and  which  he  considered  himself  authorized  by  law  to 
do.  He  made  a  deposite  in  a  safe  and  solvent  bank,  subject  to  his 
drafts,  and  payable  in  gold ;  fixjm  this  deposite  he  drew,  for  tlie  sake  of 
safety  as  well  as  convenience,  a  small  sum  of  bank  paper  of  unques- 
tionable credit,  at  par  in  New  York,  and  superior  to  coin  in  Minnesota. 
Thus  was  this  fund  made  secure  to  the  government ;  he  was  placed 
beyond  the  reach  of  censure,  and  the  persons  to  whom  it  was  paid 
were  greatly  lx?nefitted ;  the  government  was  saved  from  needless 
risk,  needless  expense,  and  the  Indians  and  their  creditors  entirely  sa- 
tisfied. And  if  tliese  objects  were  all  attained,  who  can  complain  ? 
They  were  attained,  and  the  (Mily  benefit  resulting  from  it  to  Governor 
Ramsey  was,  his  security,  and  the  convenience  afforded  in  tlie  easy 
trans[>ortalion  of  the  money.  Another  advantage  in  depositing  the  mo-» 
noy  consisted  in  this,  that  after  it  jurived  here,  in  the  event  of  the  pay- 
ments from  any  cause  being  deferred,  it  was  susceptible  of  being  safely 
and  securely  kept;  whereas,  so  large  an  amount  of  coin  might  not  have 
been  entirely  sale  here. 

Security,  and  sc»curity  alone,  was  the  object  of  Governor  Ramsey  in 
making  these  deposites.  Every  dollar  of  the  money  has  been  account- 
ed for,  and  not  one  dollar  of  profit  has  resulted  to  him.    Why  then  these 
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charges  ?  Who  lias  been  injured  or  wronged  ?  Where  are  the 
dences  of  the  frauds  wth  which  he  has  been  charged  ?  Let  the 
sciences  of  those  who  made  the  .charges  answer  ! 

But,  in  addition  to  this,  Governor  Ramsey  was  fully  authorizi 
make  this  deposite.  Conceiving  that  he  did  not  fall  within  the  cli 
officers  enumerated  in  the  act  of  Congress,  of  August  6, 1846,  h 
that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Comptroller  WTiittlesey,  of  May  15,  1851, 
after  quoted,  fully  authorized  him  to  deposite  and  draw  for  the  n 
as  he  saw  proper.  His  power  of  attorney  from  the  Seeseetoans 
Wahpay toans,  was  not  only  an  authorization,  but  a  full  justificad 
deposite  to  the  amount  of  $275,000,  and  if  he  had  seen  proper,  t 
change  that  amount  for  bank  paper.  In  regard  to  that  fund,  if] 
ble,  he  was  under  stronger  obligations  to  see  to  its  security,  th 
was  for  the  residue  of  the  fund.  It  was  a  private  fund — such  to  i 
tents  and  for  all  purposes — and,  even  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  2 
ant  treasurers,  would  have  been  such.  But  these  points  are  suffid 
answered  already,  and  will  be  referred  to  again  in  the  paper  upc 
sub-treasurv  law. 

We  will  revert  for  a  moment  to  one  of  the  allegations  contained 
sixth  charge  of  Mr.  Robertson.     It  is  that  portion  of  it  which  ch 
the  creditors  of  the  Dakota  Indians  with  being  the  ^'^fraudulenl  j 
erUs  "  of  the  Dakota  monev. 

Some  stress  has  been  placed  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  ace 
of  the  various  creditors  of  the  Indians  were  authenticated,  and 
Governor  Ramsey  was  not  justified  in  paying  those  accounts  ai 
sented  to  him. 

Here  let  us  premise  before  answering  these  allegations.  Let  m 
for  a  moment  at  the  proof  in  regard  to  this  matter,  as  it  appears 
the  conmiissioners'  record. 

It  has  been  conclusively  shown  that  the  See-se-toans  and  Wah 
toans  admitted  and  acknowledged  an  indebtedness  to  their  trad 
over  $400,000 ;  that  they  asked  the  commissioners  to  allow  $30 
for  them,  and  $100,000  for  their  half-breeds.  It  is  in  evidence  th 
Wah-pay-toans  and  See-se-toans  declined  signing  the  treaty,  or  ai 
ing  tlie  propositions  of  the  commissioners,  unless  they  did  allow 
thing  for  debts,  which  were  honestly  due  their  traders.  And  th 
no  doubt  but  they  had  to  give  them — and,  as  is  the  fact  in  pnx 
give  them — assurances  that  the  sum  of  $275,000  was  for  their  tj 
and  half-breeds. 

It  is  in  proof,  by  many  witnesses,  that  the  Meda>vakantoan$  acl 
ledged  an  indebtedness,  by  their  own  summing  up,  of  $149,0C 
upwards  to  their  licensed  traders,  and  that  they  twice  refused  l 
the  treaty  unless  some  allowance  was  made  for  Uieir  creditors ;  a 
presumption  is  that  they  had  assurances  to  that  effect  before  tlw 
sign.     This  flict  is  not  in  proof,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true. 

Then  here  is  an  acknowledgment  of  indebtedness  by  these  bar 
$550,000,  the  whole  of  which  was  paid  with  $280,000,  or  two  c 
with  one. 

Thus,  accounts  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  over  half  a  mil 
dollars  were  presented  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  payment.  This 
to  be  a  large  sum  of  money ;   but  it  loses  that  character  when  w 
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sider  that  many  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  claimants  under  these  trea- 
ties had  been  trading  among  and  supporting  whole  bands  of  the  Indians 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  They  had  solenmly  sworn  to 
these  accounts  when  they  presented  them,  'and  many  of  them — all  who 
were  called — ^re-affirmed  and  re-testified  to  their  correctness  before  the 
commissioners  in  this  investigation.  To  deny  their  correctness,  and  to 
sustain  this  charge,  would  be  fixing  upon  these  men  deliberate  perjury, 
and  adding  it  to  the  fraud  that  is  alleged.  We  do  not  think  any  man 
can  be  found  sufficiently  reckless  to  reiterate  a  charge  so  monstrous. 
These  are  men  who  have  held,  and  do  now  hold,  positions  of  distinction, 
both  socially  and  politically.     Who  are  they? 

Henry  it  Sibleuy  twenty-one  years  a  resident  in  the  country,  and 
three  times  elected  delegate  to  Congress. 

Martin  McLeodj  fourteen  years  a  resident,  four  years  a  member,  and 
one  year  president,  of  the  legislative  council. 

Norman  W.  Ktiojij  long  a  resident,  and  member  of  the  council. 

//.  Xr.  Dausmauy  an  emment  citizen  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  thirty  years 
one  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  of  the  northwest. 

FhUander  Pre^cotU  government  interpreter,  and  superintendent  of 
Indian  farming. 

Joseph  R*  BrowHj  long  a  resident,  just  elected  to  the  council,  and  edi- 
tor of  the  "Minnesota  Pioneer"  newspaper. 

Franklin  Steely  for  ten  years  suttler  at  Fort  Snelling,  and  one  of  the 
principal  business  men  of  the  Territory. 

Alexander  Farribault,  a  member  of  the  legislative  assembly. 

William  H,  Forbes^  postmaster  of  St.  Paul,  four  years  a  member,  and 
one  session  president  of  the  council. 

Kenneth  McKenzie^  many  years  a  prominent  merchant  of  St.  Louis. 

uiferw  Baiffcy,  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  Minnesota. 

Lotus  Roberts^  coxmty  commissioner  of  Kamsey  county,  formerly 
Conmiissioner  of  Public  Buildings. 

James  fVells^  a  resident  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
member  of  the  legislature  ever  since  the  organization  of  the  Territory. 

These  are  the  men  who  are  charged  by  Sweetser  and  Robertson 
with  wilful  and  deliberate  perjury ;  and  not  only  these,  but  scores  of 
others,  men  of  unimpeachable  character ;  but,  instead  of  being  "  fraud- 
ulent recipients"  of  the  money  they  did  receive,  they  got  but  little 
more  than  half  of  what  was  justly  and  honestly  due  to  them. 

But  by  whom  are  these  charges  made? 

Let  us  examine  this  question  tor  a  moment,  and  then  leave  them 
in  the  obscurity  firom  whichthey  hoped  to  force  themselves,  by  making 
public  charges,  and  havingtheir  names  connected  in  them  with  m^n  of 
public  distinction : 

Robertson,  politician,  whose  object,  apparently,  was  to  destroy  the 
political  standing  of  Governor  Ramsey  and  others,  by  these  means. 

Sweetser  is  a  disappointed  Indian  trader,  who  used  every  means  in 
his  power  to  obtain  the  control  of  the  See-se-toans'  andWah-pay-toans' 
money — as  will  be  seen  fix)m  his  powers  of  attorney,  and  the  evidence 
upon  the  record — and,  beinff  fiiistrated  in  these  attempts,  sought  to 
create  a  sympathy  for  himself  by  traducing  others. 

One  wdra  m  regard  to  the  paper  presented  to  Governor  Ramsey,  by 
the  Indiansy  at  Merryck's  store,  and  we  have  done : 
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The  evidence  in  regard  to  this  matter  is  in  confusion.  A  papei 
presL'iited,  but  this  was  after  all  the  business  at  the  Travcra;  had 
compli^ted,  imd  when  (ioveiuor  Ramsey  no  longer  bad  it  in  liis  [ 
to  alter  it.  The  piij«r  contained  a  request  that  Governor  Ra 
6hiiul<l  apjxiiiit  Mr.  .Swoetticr,  Mr.  "Williamson,  on<l  Agent  Mi-Lf; 
exiuiiine  into  thu  otrrcctness  of  the  aerounts  of  ail  clalmanls.  I 
fiigned  by  no  one,  explained  bv  un  one,  and  simply  placed  in  hi-c  I 
after  he  had  pn>ceedetl  sinne  distanct^  in  his  sleigh,  en  rmtf  i 
Paul.  Thi;  Indian  who  handed  him  the  piper  was  a  young  man, 
out  autliority,  and  no  (-vidence  even  of  what  band  be  was  a  mei 
Could  Governor  Ramsey  take  this  paper  as  n  guide,  in  opposilioi 
conflict  with  the  action  of  the  nation  at  the  time  of  the  treaty — i 
time  they  executed  to  him  the  power  of  attorney  at  St.  Paul,  f 
lime  the  amendments  were  sigticd,  and  their  almost  unanimous  i 
at  the  councils  he  was  just  leaving,  and  that,  too,  after  every  arr 
meiit  had  been  completed  and  pcrieeted,  and  the  receipts  reeeivi 
the  money?  This  matter  was  unworthy  ot"iiolict> — ana  we  leave 
it  is. 

Governor  Ramsey  has  now  fully,  fairly,  and  uuqucstionahlv 
tained  by  direct,  positive,  and  unimpeachable  testimony,  each  ^ 
act,  which  is  required  in  the  aggregate  to  sustain  a  performance  i 
duty  in  the  matter  of  the  8ioux  payment.  There  is  not  a  single  I 
in  llie  whole  pnx>f.  Everj'  link  in  the  chain  is  jierfect.  He  stand 
fore  the  counlrv  and  l>efore  his  govenimeni  an  innocent  and  unof 
ing  niTiii,  proved  to  have  been  a  most  worthy  and  faithful  officer. 

He  has  been  maligned,  vilified,  and  traduced  by  the  corrup 
envious,  both  of  the  jjcople  and  the  press ;  but  when  his  ctmdi 
this  matter  becomes  known  to  the  world,  those  slanders  will  react 
their  heartless  jd^rpelrators  with  a  ten-fold  force.  His  name  and 
will  be  free  from  everj-  stain,  and  placed  beyond  the  reach  of 
petty  lilwliers,  while  they,  like  the  disappointed  viper,  erring  in  it 
and  fastening  its  fangs  upon  itself,  will  infuse  the  venom  intcndc 
him,  into  their  own  hearts  and  die  writhing  in  the  pangs  tlieir  ovit 
and  malignity  have  produced. 


'',    ! 


Sub-Treasury  Act,  August  6,  1846. 

Although  tin  law  is  specified,  the  provisions  of  which  Governor  1 
sey  is  charged  with  having  violated,  yet,  from  the  connexion  in  i 
the  charges  are  made,  we  presume  they  have  reference  to  the  sub- 
surj-  act  of  August  6,  1846. 

The  facts  generally  upon  which  those  charges  are  founded, 
been  fully  dwell  upon  in  tlie  preceding  part  of  this  paper.  But  fo 
sake  of  perspicuity,  and  in  order  to  a  nill  and  just  appreciation  o 
points  made  in  the  charges,  a  brief  summary  will  not  be  inapprof 

In  1851,  in  connexion  with  Luke  Lea,  the  then  Commisnoi 
Indian  Affairs,  Governor  Ramsey  negotiated  two  treaties  with  the  i 
or  Dakota  Indians  of  Minnesota.  By  these  treaties  a  large  ten 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States ;  in  consideration  of  which  ca 
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among  other  things,  the  government  was  to  pay  some  $495,000.  These 
treaties  were  amended  by  the  Senate,  r«ntified  jmd  sent  back  to  Gover- 
nor Ramsey  to  obtain  the  assent  or  ratification  of  the  Indians  to  tliose 
amendments.  At  the  time  the  See-see-toans  and  Wah-pay-toans  rati- 
fied those  amendments,  they  executed  to  Gov(»mor  Ramsey  a  power  of 
attorney,  authorizing  him  to  draw,  receipt  for,  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  $276,000,  named  in  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  "  in  accord- 
ancc  withy  and  for  tlie  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  equitable  and  tnie  in- 
tent of  the  4th  article  of  that  treaty."  Governor  Ramsey  accepted  the 
trust,  and  proceeded  to  Wasliington  with  the  ratified  amendments. 
Wlien  lie  arrived  there,  he  was  requested  by  the  department  to  take 
charge  of  the  whole  fund.  He  consented  to  do  so,  and  was  entrusted 
with  treasury  drafts,  amounting  to  some  $500,000,  which  he  carried 
with  him  to  New  York,  and  for  the  security  of  the  government,  the 
Indians,  their  creditors  and  himself,  there  deposited  them  in  the  "  Mer- 
chants' Bank,"  and  "  Bank  of  Commerce."  Upon  these  deposites,  he 
checked  and  drew  out  a  l^rge  amount  of  gold,  sufficient  to  pay  the  whole 
of  tht»  annuities  due  to  all  the  Sioux  Indians,  as  well  as  to  meet  other 
dcMiKUids  for  the  same  kind  of  funds,  and  a  small  amount  in  bank  notes, 
at  par  in  New  York,  iuid,  in  conseciuence  of  its  convenience  preferable 
to  gold  in  Minnesota.  The  balance  he  left  on  deposite,  subject  to  his 
drafts  and  payable  in  gold.  Gold  was  paid  to  tne  Indians,  and  gold 
wiLS  paid  to  claimants  whenever  it  was  preferred.  The  claimants 
mostly  preferred  paper  money,  and  generally  reciuested  it ;  and  the 
drafts  were  preferred  to  either,  as  they  were  worth  a  premium  at  St. 
Paul.  Two  or  three  j)er8ons,  who  had  accounts  for  supplies  furnished 
for  the  Indians,  were  jdso  paid  in  drafts  and  paper  money,  but  at  their 
own  request.     Upon  these  facts.  Governor  Ramsey  is  charged  : 

1.  With  having  violated  the  provisions  of  the  sub-treasury  act  of 
August  6,  1846,  in  making  these  aeposiles  in  bank ; 

2.  Witli  having  violated  the  provisions  of  the  sul)-tn»asury  act  of 
August  6,  1846,  in  paying  claims  for  furnishing  supplies  for  the  Indians 
in  paper  money  and  drafts. 

Governor  Ramsey  does  not  fall  within  the  class  of  officers  enumerated 
in  that  act,  nor  were  the  deposites  and  payments  made  by  him  of  the 
Sioux  funds — deposites  and  disbursements  of  the  character  contem- 
plated by  its  provisions.  The  deposites  and  disbursements  contem- 
plated by  that  act,  are  those  made  by  officers  and  others  "  cliargeJC^  by 
that,  or  some  other  act  of  Congress,  with  the  "  collection^  safe-keepings 
tranzfer^  and  diiburscment  of  public  monevs,^^  The  disbursements  here  re- 
ferred to  are  disbursements  within  the  general  purview  of  the  office 
through  which  they  are  made  ;  a  part  of  the  ordinary  duties  incident  to 
the  office,  and  ^^  charged'*  upon  the  incumbent  of  the  office  to  perform. 
These  disbursements  are  disbursements  made  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
official  duty,  and  by  persons  "charged"  bylaw,  or  by  some  regulations 
of  some  of  the  departments  made  in  pursuance  of  law. 

In  receiving  the  moneys  entrusted  to  his  care,  Governor  Ramsey  was 
performing  no  duty  enjoined  upon  him  by  law ;  no  regular  or  ordinary 
duty  pertaining  to  his  office  of  superintendent,  but  an  accidental  one 
only,  inoposed  upon  him,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  the  President  of  the 
Umted  States.    Thus  the  deposites  and  disbursements  made  by  hiniv 
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differ  in  every  particular  from  Uiose  contemplated  by  tlie  sob-tn 
act  of  1846.  The  funds  distributed  or  paid  out  by  him,  were  i 
contemplation  of  that  act,  "  public  moneya  of  the  United  States"  ai 
bursed  in  the  ordinary  course  of  any  official  duly,  or  to  meet  thi 
nary  expenditures  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Governor  Ramsey  was  not  an  "officer"  or  "depositary"  "cfc 
"  with  the  gqfe-keepitig,  tratuftr,  and  dabunanent  of  public  mni 
in  contemplation  of  ihiU  act,  to  whom  any  "officer"  w  "t 
tary,"  "charged"  hy  law  "with  the  uife-JKeping,  tranter,  an 
btirtemati  of  public  moneys"  might,  upon  an  or&r  from  the  j 
department  or  officer  of  the  government,  make  a  "  tranter"  of  the  | 
moneys  in  his  possession  and  custody.  This  is  tbe  properconftn 
and  that  it  is  so  is  made  manifest  by  the  fact  that,  in  all  cases  of  " 
jfe-"  provided  for  by  law,  from  one  officer  to  another,  or  fromo 
positary  of  the  public  moneys  to  another,  the  object  and  purpose  r 
"  iram/cr"  is  the  safety  of  the  public  moneys  and  the  convenience 
public  st'rvice.  The  object  of  this  tratufer  was  neitlier.  The  n 
subject  to  "irausfer"  are  urictlu  pvblic  moaetjt,  placed  for  safe-ke 
transfer,  and  disbursement  with  the  several  depositaries,  and  bv 
held  subject  to  the  order  of  the  proper  department  or  officer,  to  b 
out  or  again  transferred  to  some  other  legally  constituted  deposiu 
the  case  may  be,  or  "  as  the  safety  of  tlie  public  moneys  or  tbt 
venience  of  the  public  service  may  seem  to  require." 

There  is  no  luw  charging  superintendents  of  Indian  ailairs  wi 
»qfr-keeping,  trantfcr,  or  dwurtemmt  of  public  moneya.  The  duiie 
superintendent  oi  Indian  affairs  are  prescribed  by  tbe  act  oK  Jui 
1834,  in  these  words :  "  Tlie  superintendents  of  Tndian  afliirs 
within  their  several  superintendencies,  exercise  a  general  super 
and  control  over  the  official  conduct  and  accounts  of  all  officers  uu 
sons  employed  by  the  government  in  the  Indian  department,  unde 
regulations  as  shall  be  established  by  the  President  of  the  I 
States." 

Governor  Ramsey  was,  therefore,  in  this  instance,  simply  a  p 
individual,  at  the  request  of  the  government  and  for  its  convec 
made  the  accidental  medium  of  transmitting  to  the  Indiansa  fiind 
dental  and  extraordinary  in  itself,  and  fonning  no  part  of  tbe  on 
expenses  of  the  government,  either  in  its  intercourse  witli  the  Indi 
otherwise.  Nor  was  he  made  the  medium  of  transmission  in  < 
quence  of  any  duty  imposed  upon  Yiimex  nrtiUe  officii.  It  was  op 
with  him  to  reject  or  accept  the  trust,  and  his  acceptance  cou 
aSect  bis  relations  either  to  the  government  or  to  the  law. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  August  6, 1846,  defines  and  presi 
the  class  and  character  of  the  officers  who  shall  be  amenaUe  to  it 
visions : 

"  The  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the  ic 
the  United  States,  the  treasurers,  and  those  acting  as  such,  of  tbe  v 
branch  mints,  all  collectors  of  customs,  all  surveyors  of  ctutoms 
also  as  collectors,  all  assistant  treasurers,  all  receivers  of  puUicin 
at  tbe  several  land  offices,  all  postmasters,  and  all  public  c&c 
whatever  character,  be,  and  they  ere  hereby,  requird  to  hup  tafify 
om  loaniag,  tuaig,  d«potitmg  in  banJc,  or  exchanging  for  odier  fimdt  d 
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allowed  by  this  act,  all  public  moneys  collected  by  them,  or  otherwise 
at  any  time  placed  in  their  possession  and  custody,  till  the  same  is  ordered 
by  the  proper  department  or  officer  of  the  government,  to  be  transferred 
or  paid  out^^^ 

This  is  the  descriptive  clause,  as  well  as  in  part  the  charging  one  of 
the  act.  Who  does  it  charge  to  keep  safely^  without  loaning,  depositing, 
exchanging,  &c.,  the  public  moneys  placed  in  their  possession  and  cus- 
tody ?  Those,  certainly?  whose  duty  it  is  to  collect  the  public  revenue, 
in  the  first  place,  ana  in  the  second  place,  those  who  are  consti- 
tuted by  law  the  "depositaries  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  govenment." 
This  act  contemplates  officers  of  no  other  character.  But  they  are 
required  to  keep  safely,  &c.,  not  only  the  moneys  collected  by  them, 
but  also  the  public  moneys  **  othermse  at  any  time  placed  in  their 
possession  and  custody." 

The  tenth  section  of  the  act  now  under  consideration  provides  "  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  order  a  "^ranj^er"  ol  the  moneys  in 
the  hands  of  one  depositary  constituted  by  this  act,  to  any  other  de- 
positary constituted  by  the  same,  at  his  discretion,  and  as  the  safety  of 
the  public  moneys  and  the  convenience  of  the  public  service  shall  seem^ 
to  require." 

Those  persons  to  whom  is  addressed  the  prohibition  of  loaning,  using, 
depositing,  exchanging,  &c.,  implies  something  more  than  persons  who 
are  made  the  mediums  of  transmission ;  but  are  such  as  have  the  «a/e- 
kc<mng  or  custody  for  a  time ;  for  if  it  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  those 
officers  for  disbursement,  the  presumption  is,  they  would  promptly  pier- 
form  their  duty  and  pay  it  out ;  but  if  placed  there  to  remain  for  an 
indefinite  period,  or  until  needed,  the  prohibition  would  not  be  without 
meaning.  Therefore  there  can  be  no  aoubt  of  the  character  of  the  offi- 
cer, or  of  the  character  of  the  fund  placed  in  his  custody.  He  is  a  de- 
positary ;  the  fund,  the  public  moneys  of  the  government,  which  he  is 
charged  to  keep,  &c. 

The  concludmg  clause  of  the  sixth  section  reads  thus :  "  And  when 
such  ordei's  for  jfaynient  or  transfer  are  received^  faithfully  and  promptly 
to  make  the  same  as  directed,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  other  duties 
as  fscal  agents  of  the  government,  which  may  be  imposed  by  this  or 
any  other  act  of  Congress,  or  by  any  regulation  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment made  in  conformity  to  law,  and  also  to  do  and  perform  all 
acts  and  duties  required  by  law  or  by  the  direction  of  any  of  the  execu- 
tive departments  of  the  government,  as  agents  for  payins;  pensions,  or 
for  making  any  other  disbursements  which  either  of  the  heads  of  those 
departments  may  be  required  by  law  to  make,  and  which  are  of  a 
character  to  be  made  by  the  depositaries  hereby  constituted  consistently 
with  the  other  official  duties  imposed  upon  them." 

This  portion  of  the  section  is  conclusive,  giving  strength  to  the  con- 
struction contended  for.  It  makes  it  manifest  that  none  others  are  con- 
templated by  this  section  than  those  who  are  the  legally  constituted 
depositaries  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  government. 

This  clause  is  also  explanatory  of  the  causes  which  induced  the  en- 
actment of  the  law ;  a  knowledge  of  which  is  ever  most  necessary  to 
insure  a  proper  understanding  of  the  true  meaning  and  spirit  of  every 
statute.     The  cause  which  gave  rise  to  the  passage  of  this  act  was  the 
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practice  of  public  officers  and  .others  "charged"  with  the  safe  keeping 
of  the  pubfic  moneys,  of  engaging  in  banking  and  other  speculations 
upon  the  public  moneys  placed  in  their  custody.  Thus  the  government 
was  made  to  risk  the  adventures  they  engaged  in ;  and  the  moneys 
were  not,  at  all  times,  ready  to  meet  its  demands.  To  prevent  these 
things,  and  to  insure  the  prompt  and  faithful  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
He  money,  this  act  was  passed.  Hence  the  provision  in  the  act,  "to 
keep  safely,  without  loaning,  using,"  &c.,  and  "  faithfully  and  promptly" 
to  pay  out  or  transfer  the  same  as  directed.  The  officers  herein  con- 
templated are  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  those  connected  with 
the  revenues  or  treasury  of  the  United  States.  This  is  evident  from 
the  provision,  "  and  shall  do  and  perform  all  other  duties  as  fiscal  agenls^^ 
&c.  They  are  also  required  to  do  and  perform  all  other  acts  and  duties 
by  the  direction  of  any  of  the  executive  departments,  as  agents  for  pay- 
ing pensions,  or  for  making  other  disbursements  "  which  either  of  the 
heads  of  departments  may  be  required  by  law  to  make,  which  are  of  a 
character  to  be  made  by  the  '  depositaries  hereby  conMitutedt^  consistently 
with  the  other  duties  imposed  upon  them.  Who  are  required  to  make 
these  payments  and  disbursements?  The  answer  is  conclusive,  and 
fixes  the  character  of  the  officers  and  persons  contemplated  by  this  act, 
the  depositaries  hereby  constituted.^* 

Thus  do  we  close  the  consideration  of  the  sixth  section  of  this  act; 
and  in  doing  so,  feel  assured  that  we  have  placed  upon  it  the  only  con- 
structioiT  of  which  it  is  properly  susceptible.  Thattnis  section  contem- 
plates only  the  collectors  of  the  revenues  of  the  government  and  the 
depositaries  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  government,  whose  duty  it  is 
made  to  preserve  and  keep  safely  the  same  till  they  are  appropriated 
and  ordered  to  be  paid  out,  or  till  they  are  ordered  to  be  transferred 
either  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  to  some  one  of  the  de- 
positaries constituted  by  this  act,  there  can  be  neither  question  or 
doubt. 

We  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  provisions  of  the  sixteenth 
and  penal  section  of  the  act.     It  provides: 

"  That  all  officers  or  other  persons  charged  by  this  act,  or  any  other 
act,  with  the  safe  keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
moneys,  other  than  those  connected  with  the  Post  Office  Departmentt 
are  hereby  required  to  keep  an  accurate  entry  of  each  sum  received,  and 
ofeach  payment  or  transfer^  and  that  if  any  one  of  the  said  officbbs  or 
of  those  connected  with  the  Post  Office  Department,  shall  convert  to 
his  own  use,  in  any  way  whatever,  or  shall  iMe,  by  way  of  investment^  in 
any  kind  of  property  or  merchandise,  or  shall  loan^  wnth  or  without  in- 
terest, or  shall  deposit  in  any  bank,  or  shaU  exchange  for  other  funds,  ex- 
cept as  allowed  by  this  act,  any  portion  of  the  public  moneys  intrusted 
to  him  for  safe  keeping,  transfer,  disbursement,  or  for  any  other  pur- 
pose^ every  such  act  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  an  embezzle- 
ment of  so  much  of  the  said  moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken,  converted, 
invested,  used,  loaned,  deposited,  or  exchanged,  which  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  a  felony;  and  any  failure  to  pay  ocer  or  produce  the  public 
moneys  intrusted  to  such  person,  shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  pfiwvn 
fade  evidence  of  such  embezzlement." 

In  the  first  place,  that  this  clause  contemplates  officers  whose  general 
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duty  it  is  Jo  receive,  txaiisfer,  and  disburse  the  public  moneys  only,  and 
not  thosq|who  are  merely  made  the  accidental  medium  of  transmission 
from  the  nands  of  one  officer  or  person  to  tlie  hands  and  possession  of 
another  officer  or  person,  is  evident  from  the  language  of  tne  provision. 
These  officers  are  required  "  to  keep  an  accurate  entry  of  each  sum  re- 
ceived and  each  payment  or  tramfer.  This  implies  a  succession  of  re- 
ceipts, payments,  and  transfers.  Were  this  not  the  case,  and  if  it  ap- 
plied to  persons  who  were  the  mere  casual  or  accidental  agents  in  the 
performjmce  of  these  duties,  the  language  of  the  act  would  have  been 
different.  It  would  not  have  been  ^^each^^  sum,  ^^each^^  payment,  or 
^^each^^  transfer,  but  the  sum,  the  payment,  or  the  transfer.  It  is  there- 
fore intended  to  apply  to  those  who  do  these  acts  in  the  regular  and 
•ordinary  course  of  official  duty ;  the  performances  of  which  is  charged 
upon  them  by  law.  In  addition  to  this  palpable  construction  of  the 
provision,  the  word  "transfer"  has  a  special  sUitutory  meaning  and 
signification  when  used  in  this  act,  ana  is  only  applicable  to  those 
^^  transfers''^  made  by  the  order  of  the  proper  department  or  officer,  &c., 
'*from  any  one  depositary  constituted  by  this  act  to  any  otlier  deposi- 
tary constituted  by  the  same."  Therefore  the  officers  who  arc  retjuired 
to  make  accurate  entry  of  each  transfer,  must  necessarily  be  those  who 
lire  authorized  to  make  such  transfer,  and  can  only  refer  to  the  public 
flej)ositari0s  of  the  gov(»mment.  Then  again,  the  officers  or  persons  con- 
templated by,  or  amenable  to,  the  provisions  and  penalties  of  this  act, 
;irc  those  who  are  "charged"  with  the  conjunctive  duties  of  the  safe 
keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  gov- 
ernment, imd  as  such,  necessarily  depositaries  of  public  moneys. 

**  And  if  any  of  the  said  officers,"  &c.,  shall  convert  to  his  own  use, 
any  of  the  public  moneys  entrusted  to  tliem  for  safe  keeping,  &c.,  every 
such  act  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement,  &c., 
which  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  felony.  In  order  to  ascertain  who 
'*  thc^said  officers'*'*  are,  alluded  to  in  the  second  clause  of  this  section, 
we  must  look  to  the  character  of  the  antecedents.  Who  then,  are  the 
said  officers  f  They  are  those  described  in  the  first  clause  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  who  are  "  charged"  with  the  conjunctive  duties  of  the  safe  keep- 
ingy  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys ;  and  as  such, 
f either  receivers,  collectors,  or  depositaries  of  the  public  moneys  or  revenues. 
And,  if  the  antecedents  to  ^^said  officers^^  are  to  be  looked  for,  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  preceding  sections  of  the  act,  it  only  gives  addi- 
tional strength  and  clearness,  if  that  be  possible,  to  the  construction 
given  to  this  clause ;  for  throughout  the  wnole  of  the  intermediate  sec- 
tions the  officers  named  are  termed  the  "  depositaries"  of  the  public 
moneys,  **  the  depositaries  herein  named,"  "  the  present  depositaries," 
**  said  depositaries,"  "depositaries  hereby  constituted,"  "several  deposit 
taries ;"  and  other  reference  to  "  depositaries"  without  number.  And 
the  phrase  or  sentence,  "  any  failure  to  paij  over,  or  produce  the  public 
moneys,^  implies  a  previous  dfeposite  or  receipt  of  unappropriated  public 
moneys,  and  also  an  order,  from  the  proper  department  or  officer,  to 
pay  over,  or  produce  the  same. 

And  again  :  "  if  any  officer  charged  with  the  disbursement  of  public 
moneys  snail  accept  or  receive,  or  transmit  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment to  be  allowed  in  his  favor,  any  receipt  or  voucher  from  a  creditor 
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of  the  United  States,  without  having  paid  to  such  creditor  in  such  f 
as  the  said  officer  may  have  receivea  for  disbursement,  or  stch  < 
funds  as  he  may  be  authorized  by  this  act  to  take  in  exchange,  the 
amount  specified  in  such  receipt  or  voucher,  every  such  act  sha 
deemed  to  be  a  conversion  by  such  officer  to  his  own  use  of  the  am 
specified  in  such  receipt  or  voucher ;  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  Ui 
Suit(*s,  and  all  persons  advising  or  participating  in  such  actj  being 
victcd  thereof  before  any  court  of  tne  United  States  of  competent  j 
diction,  shall  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  a  term  of  not  less 
six  montlis,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  to  a  fine  equal  to  the  m 
embezzled." 

This  is  the  portion  of  the  act  upon  which  special  reliance  is  pi 
by  those  wlio  entertain  the  opinion  that  Governor  Ramsey  is  guil 
a  violation  of  this  act.  But  why  it  is  so,  it  is  difficult  to  conjectur 
it  is  one*  of  the  best  defined  and  most  easily  comprehended  clauses 
tained  in  the  act ;  and  strained  must  be  the  construction,  and  an] 
for  a  conviction  that  court  which  would  so  construe  this  portion  ol 
act  as  to  make  it  embrace  an  individual  situated  as  Governor  Rai 
was  in  respect  to  the  Sioux  moneys,  or  to  make  it  amenable  to  its  p 
ties.  The  first  sentence  of  this  provision  explains  all  that  follow 
**  And  if  any  officer  *  charged*  with  the  disbursements  of  public  monc 
&c.  Firstly,  then :  the  officer  contemplated  must  be  ^^  charged* 
this  or  some  other  act  of  Congress  with  the  *^  disbursements'^  of  pi 
moneys.  In  the  second,  he  must  be  also  ^*' charged*^  with  making 
simply  "disbursements,"  which  would  imply  but  an  occasional 
coming  within  the  purview  of  his  official  duties,  but  he  is  **  cbar^ 
with  making  "Mc  disbursements  of  public  moneys,"  thus  using 
definite  article  *WAc,  which  gives  it  character,  and  the  plural,  w! 
implies  a  succession  of  disbursements — making  the  meaning  still  i 
easily  comprehended,  and  showing  conclusively  that  this  provision 
intended  to  apply  to  those  whose  principal  and  most  essential  duty 
made  by  law  to  disburse  the  public  moneys  of  the  government 
would  seem  to  imply  more  than  this,  and  charge  him  with  a  4 
supervision  and  control  over  the  public  moneys  in  the  possession 
custody  of  the  several  depositaries,  who  are  charged  with  their  \ 
keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  then,  that  this  provision  only  contempi 
thosexoersons  whose  prime  official  duty  it  is  to  make  "  disbursemei 
and  does  not  even  apply  to  those  whose  occasional  duty  it  my  \ 
virtutc  officie^  much  less  to  be  applicable  to  a  private  person,  or  ev 
public  officer  of  the  government,  upon  whom  no  such  duty  was 
enjoined  by  this  or  any  other  act  of  Congress. 

"And  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  all  otlier 
sons  advising  or  participating  in  such  acU  being  convicted  thereof," 
Some  stress  has  been  laid  ui>on  this  clause  or  sentence,  but  why, 
not  an  easy  matter  to  perceive,  as  it  is  merely  used  as  a  referem 
the  officers  who  may  be  charged  and  found  guilty  of  an  act  of  em 
zlement,  and  in  fixing  the  penalty  for  the  offence.  Tt  neither  cha 
any  duty  upon  any  person,  nor  defines  either  duty  or  offence ;  bu 
just  remarked,  it  simply  refers  back  to  the  persons  charged  wiU 
peribroiance  of  a  duty,  and  fixes  the  penalty  for  its  viotadon. 
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before  abandoning  entirely  the  preceding  clause,  it  may  be  as  well  to 
suggest,  in  answer  to  a  position  assumed  relative  to  the  proper  con- 
struction of  that  provision,  that  instead  of  enlarging  the  class  ot  officers 
embraced  in  the  general  provisions  of  the  act,  it  restricts  it.  Instead 
of  enlarging  it,  and  embracing  all  persons  who  may  be  accidentally  or 
otherwise,  at  any  lime,  entrusted  by  the  President  or  departments  with 
the  disbursement  of  a  fund  for  the  convenience  of  the  government,  a 
strict  construction  would  exclude  those  whose  conditional  duty  it  is,  ex 
rirtute  officiiy  to  make  disbursements.  The  reasons  for  this  construc- 
tion liave  already  l>een  given,  at  some  length,  above. 

But  even  if  Governor  Rjimsey  was  embraced  in  the  class  of  officers 
amenable  to  that  provision,  he  is  guilty  of  the  violation  of  no  part  of  it. 
He  did  not  in  any  instance  violate  either  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  that 
law.     He  did  not^  as  is  charged  by  Messrs.  Sweetser  &  Robertson, 

{)ay  United  States  creditors  either  in  bank  paper  or  in  drafts.  Nor  did 
le  ever  present  or  transmit,  nor  even  receive  or  accept,  any  receipts  or 
vouchers  h-om  any  United  States  creditor  or  creditors,  whom  he  had 
paid  in  bank  paper  or  drafts ;  nor  is  there  any  evidence  of  such  fact  or 
act  upon  the  record.  It  is  true,  in  the  printed  Document  of  Senate,  29, 
part  ii,  page  8,  there  appears  an  account  charged  thus : 

"  The  United  States  to  Marshall  &  Co.,  Dr.,"  &c.,  for  $4,438  00 ;  also 
an  account  of  the  same  kind  to  Frederick  B.  Sibley,  on  page  10;  also 
one  of  the  same  kind  to  Joseph  R.  Brown,  on  page  13  of  the  same  docu- 
ment, for  which  several  accounts,  receipts  or  vouchers,  were  given  to 
Governor  Ramsey.  But  it  will  be  seen,  both  from  the  accounts  and 
the  testimony  taken  in  regard  to  them,  that  thej"  were  not  "creditors  of 
the  United  States,"  but  "creditors"  of  the  Sioux  or  Dakota  nation  or 
tribe  of  Indians,  and  paid  out  of  their  funds.  But  evqn  had  these  in- 
^Hviduals  been  "creditors  of  the  United  States,"  we  have  shown  in  the 
forepart  of  this  paper  that  the  ibnds  entrusted  to  Governor  Ramsey 
were  not  public  moneys  in  contemplation  of  the  act  of  August  6,  1846, 
for  the  reason  that  he  was  not  such  an  "  officer  or  "  depositary"  under 
tht»  provisions  of  that  act  to  whom  might  be  "  transferred  the  public 
moneys  of  the  government,  or  in  other  words  that  he  was  not  "  charged" 
by  this  or  any  other  act  of  Congress  "  with  the  safe-keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys,"  or  either. 

The  last  clause  of  the  16th  section  provides  as  follows : 

"  And  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  apply  to 
all  persons  charged  with  the  safe-keeping,  transfer,  or  disbursement  of 
the  public  money,  whether  such  persons  be  indicted  as  receivers  or  <fc- 
poataries  of  the  same  ;  and  the  refusal  of  such  person,  whether  in  or  out 
of  office,  to  pay  any  draft,  order,  or  warrant  which  may  be  drawn 
upon  him  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  for  any 
public  money  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  no  matter 
in  what  capacity  the  same  may  have  been  received,  or  may  be  held,  or 
to  transfer  or  disburse  any  such  money  promptly,  upon  the  legal  re- 
quirement of  any  authorized  officer  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  upon  the  trial  of  any  indictment  against  such  person  for  em- 
bezzlement, as  prima  facie  evidence  of  such  embezzlement." 

It  is  equally  apparent,  from  tlie  above,  as  it  has  been  from  all  the 
preceding  pcnrtions  of  the  act,  that  its  penal  {provisions  and  restrictions 
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apply  only  to  "officers  and  other  persons  ' charged  by  this  or  some 
other  act  of  Congress'  with  the  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  moneys,"  &c.,  that  is,  such  officers  and  other  persons  as 
bif  law  are  made  the  agents  of  the  government  to  keep,  transfer,  and 
disburse  the  funds  of  the  United  States. 

This  clause,  which  is  the  governing  one  of  the  act,  provides  for  the 
indictment  of  but  two  classes  of  officers,  **rcceM7er»"  and  ^^  depontaries^^^ 
in  neither  of  which  classes  is  embraced  Governor  Ramsey.  Disburse- 
ments and  transfers  are  incidental  to  both  of  these  classes.  They  are  made, 
from  the  nature  of  the  offices,  necessarily  a  part  of  their  ordinary  duties. 
These  officers  are  charged  with  these  duties  by  this  act,  and  therefore 
are  amenable  to  its  penalties ;  and  that  they  are  the  only  classes  that 
are  ^^charged^^  is  sufficiently  evidenced  by  the  general  language  and 
provisions  of  the  last  clause  of  the  16th  section.  For>  if  it  had  not  re- 
ference to  "receivers"  and  "depositaries,"  and  them  only,  why  pro- 
vide that  "the  refusal  of  such  person^  ^.,  to  pay  any  draft,  order ^  or  war- 
rant  which  may  be  dratm  upon  him  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  &c.,  or  to  transfer  or  disburse"  such  public  money  promptly, 
&c.,  shall  be  taken  us  prima  Jade  evidence  of  such  embezzlement?  It 
had  reference  to  them,  and  them  alone.  They  are  the  only  officers 
from  whom  disbusements  can  be  made,  or  on  whom  government  can 
properly  draw  for  public  moneys.  Not  only  this,  but  the  officers  con- 
templated by  this  act  are  manifestly  theJiscoL  agents  of  the  government, 
that  is,  officers  connected  with  the  treasury  or  the  public  revenues  of 
the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  law,  or  some  regulation  of  the  beads  of 
departments  made  in  pursuance  of  law. 

Thus  ends  our  construction  of  the  law,  and  we  close  it  with  the  folJ 
assurance  of  our  own  minds  diat  it  does  not  embrace  Governor  Ramsev 
by  either  the  letter  or  in  the  spirit  of  its  provisions.  But  we  still  have 
a  few  words  by  way  of  a  general  review  of  the  whole.  A  portion  of 
this  will  be  directed  to  the  construction  of  the  act,  and  a  portion  to  show 
that,  even  had  Alexander  Ramsey  violated  the  law  in  letter,  he  had 
conformed  with  the  strictest  integrity  to  its  spiril. 

'  It  has  been  shown,  Jirst:  That  none  others  are  amenable  to  the  pro- 
visions and  penalties  of  the  act  of  August  6,  1846,  but  those  who  are 
"  charged"  by  this  or  some  oth(;r  act  of  Congress  "  with  the  safe  keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  United  States." 

Secondly.  It  has  been  shown  that  the  moneys  received  by  Governor 
Ramsey  were  no  longer  the  public  moneys  of  the  United  States,  in  con- 
templation of  this  act,  after  tney  were  paid  into  his  hands. 

Thirdly.  It  has  l)een  shown  that  neither  this  act  nor  any  other  act  of 
Congress  has  "charged"  Governor  Ramsey  with  the  "safe-keeping, 
transfer,  or  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  United  States." 

Fourthly.  It  has  been  shown  tnat  Governor  Ramsey  did  not  pay  to 
any  creditor  of  the  United  States  bank  paper  or  drafts,  or  present  or 
transmit  any  vouchers  therefor  to  the  Treasury  Department,  to  be 
allowed  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts. 

In  addition  to  what  has  already  been  said  in  relation  to  the  constnic- 
tiou,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  add  that  this  is  a  penal  statutet  and 
must  be  construed  strictly,  that  is,  in  such  a  way  as  to  embrace  neither 
persons  nor  offences  not  clearly  comprehended  within  its  provisioos. 
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There  is  nothing  upon  ihe  record  that  affords  any  evidence  of  any  mo- 
tive on  the  part  of  Governor  Ramsey  to  commit  a  fraud  upon  this  act. 
On  the  contrary,  the  proof  is  abundant  that  his  object  in  depositing  the 
money,  and  in  drawing  upon  it  for  a  small  portion  of  bank  paper — 
none  of  which  was  to  he  paid  to  the  Indians — was  laudable,  instead  of 
being  made  the  subject  of  censure,  annoyance,  and  expense.     He  was 

Sovemed  by  the  purest  and  most  honorable  motives.  Doing  as  he  did 
o  was  to  the  advantage  and  for  the  safety  and  security  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  Indians,  their  creditors,  and  himself.  By  tliis  act  the  govern- 
ment was  the  gainer,  while  he  did  not  profit.  The  Indians  were  paid 
in  gold,  their  creditors  in  funds  more  valuable  than  coin.  The  act  was* 
to  the  prejudice  of  nobody,  to  the  advantage  of  many,  and  of  no  advan- 
tage to  himself,  except  the  convenience  and  security  it  affi)rded  him, 
and  wants  all  the  elements  of  an  evil  intent,  without  which  there  can 
be  no  punishable  offence. 

And,  if  Governor  Ramsey  needed  it,  he  is  not  without  positive  justi- 
fication for  his  conduct,  either  as  it  regards  the  deposite,  the  payment 
of  the  drafts  to  claimants,  or  the  manner  in  which  tne  general  payment 
vras  made. 

By  a  letter  from  Mr.  Comptroller  Whittlesey,  dated  May  15,  1851, 
it  will  be  seen  that  he  had  the  authority  of  that  able  and  faithful  public 
oflScer  to  deposite  moneys  received  by  him  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
negotiation. 

After  stating  that  he  has  conversed  with  officers  who  had  been  long 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  most  conversant  with  the  practical 
construction  of  the  sub-treasury  act  of  August  6,  3846,  he  says:  "I 
concur  in  saying,  that  if  the  money  is  placed  in  your  hands  as  a  com- 
missioner, or  an  oflScer  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  or  any  duty  connected 
therewith,  you  have  a  right  to  deposite  the  same  where  you  please,  in 
your  own  name,  and  draw  upon  it." 

This  was  the  instruction  given  and  the  construction  put  upon  that  act, 
by  the  cotemporaries  of  him  who  penned  it,  and  by  those  most  con- 
versant with  its  true  intent  and  meaning.  Having  in  his  possession 
that  letter  of  instruction,  Grovemor  Ramsey  did  not  hesitate  to  make 
the  deposit.  If  he  had  a  right  to  deposite  the  one  fund,  when  he  was 
acting  and  did  receive  it  in  an  official  capacity,  he  thought,  clearly* 
there  could  be  no  wrong  and  no  violation  of  the  act  of  1846,  if  he 
made  a  similar  deposit  in  a  private  or  individual  capacity ;  and  he  was 
right.  This  letter  takes  from  the  act,  even  if  he  were  "charged"  by 
the  act  of  1846,  all  presumption  of  a  wilfuU  or  fraudulent  violation  of 
its  provisions.  It  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  that 
law  to  provide  only  against  its  wilfuU  and  firaudulent  violations,  and 
not  to  hold  amendable  to  its  provisions  those  who  might  have  inno- 
cently violated  them  in  letter,  out  who  acted  in  strict  conformity  to 
their  spirit.  This  would  be  a  sufficient  justification  in  itself,  if*^  we 
needed  such ;  but  we  do  not,  and  hold  tliat  neither  in  letter  or  spirit 
Mrere  the  provisions  of  that  act  violated  by  Governor  Ramsey. 

An  equal  justification  exists  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  the  payment. 
It  will  be  remembered,  that  on  the  8th  of  September,  1852,  at  the 
time  the  Wah-pay-toans  and  Sec-sec-toans  ratined  the  amendments  to 
the  treaQr  of  Traverse  des  Sioux,  they  executed  to  Governor  Ramsey 

28 
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a  pownr  of  ritlnrnpy,  authorizing  him  to  draw,  receipt  for,  and  ap 
priatc  llif  S275,n()0  named  in  that  treaty-,  "  in  accordance  wiih, 
lor  the  purjiDse  of  carrying  out  the  equitable  and  true  infeni  of 
4lh  :inul.-  thereof.  !?!.*«  Senate  Document  29,  part  ii,  piigc.<2-5. 
and  27.  Governor  Ranisev  acceptetl  the  trii=!t.  When  he  aniw 
Wa.shinLton,  he  exhibited  this  power  of  anorney  to  Mr.  Cornrni-isii 
Lea,  who  suggested  to  him  thai  he  had  better  keep  it,  and  ui* 
connexiiin  with  whiit  is  usually  called  the  "  Trader-V  Paper,"  ( 
exhiliited  to  him  for  the  first  lime,)  as  a  guide  in  making  a  .lisiribu 
of  the  lun<ls  lo  be  placed  in  his  hands.  He  acted  upon  the  sucti*.!! 
of  till' commissioner,  drew  the  whole  fiind,  relumed  honip,  imd  j 
out  the  juuonnt  due  under  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux.  a'Tetc 
tolhi'  iirovisious  of  those  two  papers.  See  "Traders'  Pnwr" 
schedule  referred  to,  Senate  Document  29,  part  ii,  pages  32,  2-3. 
and  2-0.  By  virtue  of  his  instructions,  anduf  the  opinion  of  hi?  risli 
deposile  the  funds  in  the  bimks,  he  became  relieved  of  the  charrnti 
he  had  hern  so  previously  of  an  "officer  charged"  bv  thi5  ar 
August  (i,  ]fi4(!.  This  would  also  justify  him  in  drawing  paper  mm 
us  tlic  amount  of  paper  money  drawn  from  the  banks  i^  not  onemoi 
of  the  amount  placed  under  his  personal  ci'mlrol,  by  virtue  of  hi? 
thority  from  the  chiefs  and  Headmen  of  the  Wab-pav-toaii  aoilr 
see-t'ian  bands  of  Sioux  Indi.nns.  This  fund  had  not,  therefore,  a 
passed  Ijcyiuul  the  control  of  the  government,  but  also  Iwvotid  tha 
the  Indians.  And  thus  do  we  justify  Alexmider  Unm.s<-v  in  evprv  ; 
whether  it  be  the  dcposite  of  the  fiind,  the  payments  made  in  pa 
money  and  drafts,  or  the  general  payment  and  cUstributionof  ilie  wli 
fund. 

In  addition  to  all  these  things  there  is  still  another.  It  hns  been,  e' 
since  the  passage  of  ihe  sub-treasury  act  of  I84C,  the  miiforni  pract 
of  almost  Ej  11  disbursing  officers  of  the  Treasury  Depanment.  as  » 
as  of  the  other  depart ments,  lo  keep  their  accounts  in  bank  and  cb 
upon  them  in  paynieui  of  government  creditors ;  and  as  an  exam 
of  this  kind,  and  as  the  communication  of  Hon.  E.  Wliitllescv,  he 
unto  attached,  will  show,  the  Hon.  Richard  M.  Young,  Ibrmerlv  cl 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  kept  his  accounts  in  bank  lo 
amount  of  himdreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  checked  ii  i>arm 
of  both  members  and  officers  of  the  body,  of  which  he  was  rhe  t 
bursing  officer  "  charged"  bylaw,  upon  which  drafts,  paper  mon 
was  in  some  iastanccs  paid,  but  the  greater  part  was  paid  m  <lrafts 
other  banks,  and  this  too  at  the  city  of  Washington,  where  the  I'ni 
Slates  Treasury  is  by  law  established.  How,  then,  in  the  face  off 
dences  of  lliis  kind,  cau  Governor  Ramsev  l>e  held  accountable* 
D.  COOPER.  }'  ,  ^     ^ 

J    Y:^^  ETTEN    \  *^outtnl  Jur  Oovtrno'  Ilinii 


Washington,  Febrmry  6,  ISM. 

Sib  :  For  the  information  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Atiairs,  I  u 

the  liberty  of  enclosing  here^vith  copies  of  the  following  papers,  viz; 

K  letter  addressed  me  by  D.  A.  Robertson,  esq.,  -  iaie  editor  of  i 
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Minnesota  Democrat,  one  of  the  parties  who,  through  the  columns  of 
said  paper,  as  well  as  in  a  more  formal  manner,  preferred  against  me 
charges  of  malfeasence  in  office.  The  letter  is  dated  Washington, 
January  24,  1854. 

An  affidavit  of  Lieutenant  Magruder,  United  States  army,  taken  a 
few  days  since  in  this  city,  and  which  I  offer  in  reply  to  the  unsup- 
ported testimony  of  a  few  Medawakantoan  chiefs  that,  at  the  time  I 
councilled  with  them  in  the  fall  of  1852,  they  were  in  a  starving  condition. 
This  complaint  of  starvation  is  a  ready  invention  of  Indians,  and  gen- 
erally urged  against  their  officers,  without  the  slightest  foundation  in 
truth.  To  pretend  that  such  could  have  been  their  condition  in  sight 
of  Fort  Snelling,  St.  Paul,  and  Mendota,  is  simply  absurd  ;  and  as  no 
specification  indicated  that  any  effort  ^vould  be  made  to  prove  such  a 
cnarge,  as  none  but  a  few  Indians  testified  to  such  thing  during  the 
three  months  that  testimony  was  heard  against  me,  I  was  thrown  off 
my  guard,  and  surprised  when  I  found  upon  my  arrival  here  that  Com- 
missioner Young  had  made  this  matter,  although  so  improbable  in  itself, 
and  poorly  supported  by  evidence,  a  ground  of  serious  charge  against 
me. 

No  one  at  all  familiar  with  Indian  character  could  have  been  im- 

Ksed  upon  by  such  a  statement.  I  think  I  never  knew  Indians  to  fare 
tter  than  these  did  during  the  period  in  question.  Half-breeds  and 
traders  vied  with  each  other  in  feasting  them  and  bestowing  favors 
upon  them,  for  they  were  then  upon  the  eve  of  having  distributed 
among  them  the  large  annuities  oi  this  year,  amounting  to  $50,000. 
In  former  years  but  S  10,000  were  distributed  in  annuities. 

To  my  certain  knowledge,  while  the  Indians  were  encamped  about 
the  agency  on  this  occasion,  they  made  purchases  upon  credit  to  the 
amount  of  $16,000,  all  of  which  they  have  ever  since  refused  to  pay. 

All  these  things  were  well  known  in  Minnesota,  and  had  it  been 
supposed  that  Commissioners  Young  or  Gorman  would  have  given  the 
slightest  heed  to  such  statements  from  the  Indians,  they  would  have 
bfeen  then  and  there  promptly  met. 

The  affidavit  of  J.  S.  Watrous,  late  Chippewa  agent,  is.  enclosed.  It 
has  reference  to  the  statement  of  a  few  chiefs  and  mixed  bloods,  that  I 
refused  to  release  certain  Sioux  prisoners  unless  the  chiefs  agreed  to- 
the  payment  of  their  debts :  and  here  let  me  remark  that  while  expati- 
ating upon  this  piece  of  Indian  testimony.  Commissioner  Young  moat 
unaccountably  omits  to  state  that  the  four  interpreters,  Prescott,  Fari- 
bault, Brown,  and  Forbes,  through  whom  these  chiefs  say  I  made 
this  threat  to  them,  each  and  all  deny  that  I  ever  said  anything  to  that 
effect,  or  that  anything  of  the  kind  was  ever  interpreted  to  the  Indians- 
This  affidavit  of  Mr.  Watrous  corroborates  what  5£r.  Sibley  says  on 
the  same  head. 

Hugh  Tyler,  esq.,  came  to  St.  Paul  in  July,  1853,  to  testify  before 
the  commissioners ;  but  the  examination  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution 
was  protracted  so  long,  that  Mr.  T.  could  not  wail  the  hearing  on  the 
other  side,  but,  being  compelled  to  return  east,  left  his  ex-parte  affida- 
vit, a  copy  of  which  I  also  enclose ;  and  should  the  testimony,  &c.,  in  the 
investigation  be  printed  by  the  Senate,  I  trust  that  this  communication, 
with  its  enclosures,  as  well  as  my  letter  addressed  to  the  Commissioner 
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of  Indian  Affairs  of  March  2,  1853,  which  is  an  important  link  in  the 
history  of  the  case,  may,  injustice  to  myself,  be  embraced  in  the  (xrder 
to  print. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servfunt, 

ALEX.  RAMSEY. 
Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian, 

Chairman  Committee  0H  Indian  Affairt. 


Gadsby's  Hotbi«v 
Washington^  Janvary  24, 1854. 

Sir  :  In  reviewing  what  I  have  said  and  the  charges  I  have  made  in 
relation  to  your  official  conduct  in  the  negotiation  of  the  Sioux  treaties, 
and  paying  out  the  funds  under  them,  in  which  I  was  influenced  by  no 
personal  or  improper  motive,  and  in  view  of  the  prejudice  thereby  ex- 
cited aprainst  you  as  a  man  of  character,  I  believe  it  to  be  but  an  act  of 
simple  justice  to  you  and  myself  to  say  in  an  explicit  manner,  and  be- 
fore leaving  this  city  to  return  to  Minnesota,  that  the  testinuxiy  in 
the  late  investigation  of  your  official  conduct  in  that  regard  satisfies  me 
that  you  have  been  fully  acquitted  of  having  been  actuated  in  said  trea- 
ties or  payments  by  corrupt  or  fraudulent  designs,  and  I  cheerfully  say 
that,  in  my  own  opinion,  after  a  full  consideration  of  all  the  circum- 
stances and  facts  in  the  case,  that  no  stain  rests  upon  your  character  in 
these  transactions  as  a  man  of  integrity. 

It  is  proper  to  say,  in  this  connexion,  that  I  have  never  charged  you 
with  having  received  any  pecuniary  or  personal  consideration,  but  with 
what  I  believed  to  be  violations  of  law,  about  which,  I  am  aware, 
diverse  opinions  are  entertained-  I  will  add,  however,  without  further 
reference  to  the  legal  questions  involved,  that  if,  in  the  opinion  of  any, 
my  publications  on.  that  subject  have  attributed  to  you,  directly  or  in- 
directly, any  criminal  intent  or  base  motive,  that  you  have  been  unjustly 
injured. ;  and  this  frank  avowal  you  are  entitled  to  receive  from  me, 
whatever  our  relations  political  or  personal. 

Now,  as  heretofore,  on  this  and  all  other  subjects,  public  or  private,  I 
feel  constrained  to  do  what  I  believe  to  be  right  between  myself  and 
fellow  man,  and  therefore  address  you  this  note. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  ROBERTSON. 

Hon.  A.  Ramsby. 


District  of  Columbia,  > 
Washif^ton  county.       y 

Wm.  T.  Magruder,  lieutenant  United  States  army,  upon  his  solemn 
oath  doth  depose  and  say:  That  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States  be  has 
been  stationed  at  Fort  Snelling,  Minnesota  Territory,  since  the  month 
of  October,  1851 ;  that  during  this  time  he  has  had  opportunity  of 
learning  much  of  Indian  character ;  that  in  the  latter  part  of  the  mondi 
*#f  October,  and  the  beginning  of  November,  1862,  during  the  time  tliar 
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the  Indians  were  convened  to  council  about  the  treaty  funds,  receive 
their  annuities,  &c.,  your  deponent  was  frequently  in  their  lodges  as- 
they  were  encamped  about  Fort  Snelling  and  Mendota ;  that  upon  tbeso- 
occasions  the  Indians  seemed  to  fare  as  well  for  provisions,  &c.,  as  they, 
ever  do ;  had  there  been  any  want  of  food  among  them,  or  any  sufier* 
ing  in  consequence  of  it,  he  would  have  learned  of  it  through  the  Inr» 
dians  or  others ;  your  deponent  believes  that  during  this  period  their 
wants  were  as  well  supplied,  and  that  they  lived  as  well,  as  ordinarily. 
Your  deponent  is  further  of  the  opinion  that  the  credit  of  the  Indians  at 
this  time,  in  anticipation  of  their  larger  annuities,  was  better  than  at. 
any  other  time,  and  that  if  not  supphed  from  other  sources,  their  own 
credit  would  have  procured  all  they  needed. 

W.  T.  MAjSRUDER. 
Lieutenant  United  States  Army* 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  February,  1854. 

J.  W.  BECK,  J.  P. 


DiSTiOT  OF  Columbia,  ) 
County  of  Washington*    > 

Before  me,  J.  W.  Beck,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in^'d  for  the  district 
and  county  aforesaid,  personally  appeared  John  S.  Watrous,  and  made 
oath :  That  on  or  about  the  last  of  August,  or  the  first  of  September,  A.  D. 
1852,  he,  the  said  deponent,  then  being  United  States  Indian  agent  for 
the  Chippewas  in  Minnesota  Territory,  received  instructions  from  Alex- 
ander Kamsey,  then  governor  and  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  in 
said  Territory,  to  arrest  certain  Chippewa  Indians,  and  to.withold  the 
annuities  of  the  Rabbit  Lake  band  of  Chippewas,  subject  to  be  turned 
over  to  the  Sioux  tribe  of  Indians,  as  a  recompense  for  the  scalps  taken 
by  said  Chippewas  from  the  Sioux.  On  or  alx)ut  the  first  of  October 
of  said  year,  I  left  the  Chippewa  agency  for  St.  Louis,  after  the  Chip- 
pewa annuity  money,  ancl  on  nijr  return  from  St.  Louis  to  St.  Paul,  I' 
learned  that  during  my  absence  from  the  Territory  the  Sioux  Indians, 
had  been  out  on  a  war  party  and  taken  Chippewa  scalps,  and  that  some 
of  said  Sioux  Indians  had  been  arrested  for  the  ofience,  and  were  lodged 
in  the  guard-house  at  Fort  Snelling.  On  or  about  the  3d  or  4th  of 
November,  of  the  said  year  1852, 1  called  on  N.  McLean,  agent  for  the 
Sioux  Indians,  to  see  if  the  business  could  not  be  settled  in  some  way, 
so  that  I  might  pay  the  Chippewa  Rabbit  Lake  band  aforesaid  and  all 
their  annuities,  and  we  agreed,  as  agents  for  these  two  tribes,  respectively, 
that  the  Chippewa  Indians  should  be  paid  their  annuities  and  the  Sioux 
then  under  arrest  should  be  released,  and  that  we  would  announce  to 
the  tribes  over  which  we  had  charge,  respectively,  that  for  each  scalp 
taken  by  either  of  the  tribes,  in  future,  they  should  forfeit  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  we  fiirther  agreed  that  we  would  report  our  pro- 
ceedmgs  to  Alexander  Ramsey,  governor  and  superintendent,  for  his' 
approval.  I  did  so,  verbally,  and  the  business  met  his  approbaticm. 
This  conference  between  Major  McLean  and  myself  was  neld  at  the 
instance  of  Governor  Ramsey ;  after  this,  on  the  4(h  November,  1852, 1' 
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times  have  considered  myself,  ihe  agent  and  attorney  of  the  half-breeds, 
and  not  in  anywise  the  agent  of  Governor  Ilamsey,  nor  did  I  act  in 
these  prc^miscs  at  his  sohcitation ;  and  further,  he  did  not,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowhxlge  and  belief,  either  through  mo  or  any  one  else,  either 
directly  or  indinx*tly,  profit,  to  the  amount  of  one  cent,  by  the  payment 
of  the  moneys  under  the  said  Sioux  treaties,  nor  did  he  ever  make  any 
recjuest  for  any  such  participation,  nor  were  th(M'e  any  promises  held  out 
to  him  that  he  should  so  participate ;  that,  lo  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge and  belief.  Governor  Ilamsey  acted  in  the  premises  alone  from  a 
desire  to  do  his  duty,  as' he  understood  it,  and  wiitioutany  other  motive 
whatever.  This  deponent  further  states  that  he  knows  of  no  confede- 
rating between  Governor  Ramsey  and  tnulers  and  half-breeds  or  oth- 
ers in  making  this  payment,  nor  was  your  deponent  ever  employed  to 
eflect  any  such  [)urpose;  that  so  far  as  this  deponent  recolh^cts,  there 
was  no  conversation  at  any  time  between  him  and  Governor  Ramsey, 
or  between  Governor  Ramsey  and  any  trader  and  half-breed  that  could 
not,  with  the  utmost  propriety,  without,  in  the  shghtest  degree,  affecting 
the  fainu^ss  of  this  transaction  in  relation  to  the  payment,  have  been 
made  pubHc  ;  that  this  deponent  was  present  duruig  the  negotiation  of 
the  treaties  ot^  Traverse  des  Sioux  and  Mendota  and  witnessed  many 
public  and  private  councils  between  the  government  commissioners, 
traders,  and  chief's,  in  which  the  indebtedness  of  lluj  Indians  was  fully 
acknowlcHJged  by  the  chiefs,  to  the  traders  assenibl(*d  at  those  places, 
and  a  demand  made  by  the  chiefs  that  their  traders  should  be  provided 
for ;  that  it  was  well  understood  by  this  d(»ponent,  as  well  as  by  whites 
and  Indians  present,  as  also  by  the  half-breeds,  at  the  respective  treaty- 
grounds,  as  idis  deponent  did  then,  and  still  does,  b(*lieve  that  the  sum 
of  $275,000  in  the  one  treaty,  and  the  sum  of  $220,000  in  the  other, 
were  intended  mainly  to  pay  tlie  debts  of  their  traders. 

HUGH  TYLER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  first  day  of  August,  1853. 

I.  VAN  ETTEN, 
Notary  PuLlicj  Ml/mcsota  Territory. 


Office  of  the  Secretary,  Mxnesota  Territory, 

St.  PauU  October  28,  1853. 

I,  J.  T.  Rosser,  secretary  of  said  territory,  do  hereby  certify  :  That 
Isaac  Van  Etteii,  a  notary  public,  before  whom  the  annexed  instruments 
in  writing  wcMe  taken,  was  at  the  time  of  takinir  thereof,  and  now  is,  a 
notary  pul)]ic  fi>r  Minnesota  Territory,  legally  eonnuissioned,  sworn  into 
office  and  duly  authorized  to  take  depositions,  acknowledgments  of 
deeds,  and  to  do  other  official  acts,  and  to  all  of  his  said  official  acts 
full  faith  and  credit  are  due  and  ought  to  be  given. 

In  testimonv  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  mv  hand  and  affixed  the 
gr(^at  seal  of  the  said  Territory,  this  2feth  day  of  October,  in 
[seal."]  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
threes  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  seventy- 
seventh.  J.  T.  ROSSER, 

Secretary  of  Minnesota  Territory • 
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